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This article is about the ITV network across the UK. For the television channel serving 
parts of the UK, see ITV (TV channel). For that channel's operator, see ITV plc. For the 
Indian media group, see ITV Network (India). 


ITV network 


Branding: | ITV | STV | UTV 
Launched 22 September 1955; 64 years ago 
Owned by ITV plc and STV Group plc 


Audience share ITV Network: 
9.52% 
0.77% (+1) 
5.01% (HD) 


(June 2019, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 
Language English 
Affiliates STV 


Headquarters London, England, UK 


Website itv.com 


stv.tv 


ITV is a British free-to-air television network with its headquarters in London. It was 
launched in 1955 as Independent Television, under the auspices of the Independent 
Television Authority (ITA) (later the Independent Broadcasting Authority, after the 
Sound Broadcasting Act 1972, and currently Ofcom), to provide competition to BBC 
Television which had been established in 1932." ITV is the oldest commercial network in 
the UK. Since the passing of the Broadcasting Act 1990, its legal name has 

been Channel 3, to distinguish it from the other analogue channels at the time, 

namely BBC 1, BBC 2 and Channel 4. In part, the number 3 was assigned because 
television sets would usually be tuned so that the regional ITV station would be on the 
third button, with the other stations being allocated to the number within their name. 


ITV is a network of television companies that operate regional television services and 
also share programmes between each other to be shown on the entire network. In 
recent years, several of these companies have merged, so currently the fifteen regional 
franchises are in the hands of two companies. 


The ITV network is to be distinguished from ITV plc, the company that resulted from the 
merger of Granada plc and Carlton Communications in 2004 and which holds the 
Channel 3 broadcasting licences in England, Wales, southern Scotland, the Isle of Man, 
the Channel Islands and Northern Ireland. With the exception of Northern Ireland, 

the ITV brand is the brand used by ITV plc for the Channel 3 service in these areas. In 
Northern Ireland, ITV plc uses the brand name UTV. STV Group plc uses the STV brand 
for its two franchises of central and northern Scotland. 


History[edit] 
Main article: History of ITV 


Granada Studios, was built in 1954 to house the broadcaster of ITV Granada. Granada opened in 
1956 and is the only franchise to remain an ITV contractor since creation in the studios closed in 
2013. 


The origins of ITV lie in the passing of the Television Act 1954, designed to break the 
monopoly on television held by the BBC Television Service.“ The act created 

the Independent Television Authority (ITA, then IBA after the Sound Broadcasting Act) to 
heavily regulate the industry and to award franchises. The first six franchises were 
awarded in 1954 for London, the Midlands and the North of England, with separate 
franchises for Weekdays and Weekends. The first ITV network to launch was 

London's Associated-Rediffusion on 22 September 1955,2 with the Midlands and North 
services launching in February 1956 and May 1956 respectively. Following these 
launches, the ITA awarded more franchises until the whole country was covered by 
fourteen regional stations, all launched by 1962. 


The network has been modified several times through franchise reviews that have taken 
place in 1963,5 1967,“ 1974, 198084 and 1991, during which broadcast regions 
have changed and service operators have been replaced. Only one service operator has 
ever been declared bankrupt, WWN in 1963," with all other operators leaving the 
network as a result of a franchise review. Separate weekend franchises were removed 
in 1968 (with the exception of London)! and over the years more services were added; 
these included a national breakfast franchise from 1983 onward—operating between 
6:00 am and 9:25 am—and a teletext service. The Broadcasting Act 1990 changed the 
nature of ITV; the then regulator the IBA was replaced with a light-touch regulator, 

the ITC; companies became able to purchase other ITV regional companies% and 
franchises were now being awarded based upon a highest-bidder auction, with few 
safeguards in place. This heavily criticised part of the review saw four operators 
replaced, and the operators facing different annual payments to the Treasury: Central 
Television, for example, paid only £2000—despite holding a lucrative and large region— 
because it was unopposed, while Yorkshire Television paid £37.7 million for a region of 
the same size and status, owing to heavy competition. @24 


Following the 1993 changes, ITV as a network began to consolidate with several 
companies doing so to save money by ceasing the duplication of services present when 
they were all separate companies. By 2004, ITV was owned by five companies, of which 
two, Carlton and Granada had become major players by owning between them all the 
franchises in England, Wales, the Scottish borders and the Isle of Man.242241 That same 
year, the two merged to form ITV plc#223241 with the only subsequent acquisitions being 
the takeover of Channel Television, the Channel Islands franchise, in 2011.42 and UTV, 
the franchise for Northern Ireland, in 2015. 


Organisation (other networks) [edit] 


The ITV network is not owned or operated by one company, but by a number of 
licensees, which provide regional services while also broadcasting programmes across 
the network. Since 2016, the fifteen licences are held by two companies, with the 
majority held by ITV Broadcasting Limited, part of ITV plc. 


The network is regulated by the media regulator Ofcom who is responsible for awarding 
the broadcast licences. The last major review of the Channel 3 franchises was in 1991, 
with all operators' licences having been renewed between 1999 and 2002 and again 
from 2014 without a further contest. While this has been the longest period that the ITV 
Network has gone without a major review of its licence holders, Ofcom announced 


(following consultation) that it would split the Wales and West licence from 1 January 
2014, creating a national licence for Wales and joining the newly separated West region 
to Westcountry Television, to form a new licence for the enlarged South West of 
England region. 


All companies holding a licence were part of the non-profit body ITV Network Limited, 
which commissioned and scheduled network programming, with compliance previously 
handled by ITV plc and Channel Television. However, due to amalgamation of several of 
these companies since the creation of ITV Network Limited (and given Channel 
Television is now owned by ITV plc), it has been replaced by an affiliation system. 

ua Approved by Ofcom, this results in ITV plc commissioning and funding the network 
schedule, with STV and UTV paying a fee to broadcast it.2* All licensees have the right 
to opt out of network programming (except for the national news bulletins), however 
many do not due to pressures from the parent company or because of limited 
resources.” Prior to the affiliate system being introduced, STV would frequently (and 
sometimes controversially) opt out of several popular network programmes - such as 
the original run of the first series of Downton Abbey - citing the need to provide more 
Scottish content to its viewers.24 


As a public service broadcaster, the ITV network is obliged to broadcast programming of 
public importance, including news, current affairs, children's and religious programming 
as well as party election broadcasts on behalf of the major political parties and political 
events, such as the Budget. The network also needs to produce accessible output 
containing subtitles, signing and audio description. In exchange for this programming, 
the ITV network is available on all platforms free to air and can be found at the top of 
the EPG of all providers. 


Since the launch of the platform in 1998, all of the ITV licensees have received gifted 
capacity on the digital terrestrial television platform. At present, the companies are able 
to broadcast additional channels and all choose to broadcast the ITV plc 

owned ITV2, ITV3, ITV4 and CITV in their region. UTV and STV (formerly Scottish 
Television and Grampian Television) previously broadcast their own services - UTV2 in 
Northern Ireland and S2 in central and northern Scotland - until 2002, when they 
adopted the ITV plc channels. The broadcasters all make use of the Digital 

3&4 multiplex, shared with Channel 4. ITV Encore launched on June 2014 

and ITVBe launched in October 2014. ITV Box Office launched in February 2017. 


ITV plcLedit] 
Main article: ITV plc 


The Leeds Studios, used by ITV Yorkshire. Each ITV region originally had its own studios, however 
the rise of publisher-broadcasters like Carlton Television and the takeover of regions caused 
several studios to be closed. 


ITV plc owns thirteen of the fifteen franchises and broadcasts to England, Wales, 
southern Scotland, the Isle of Man, the Channel Islands and Northern Ireland through its 
subsidiary companies ITV Broadcasting Limited, and UTV Limited “! The company also 
owns the breakfast contractor" that broadcasts across the network between 6:00 and 
9:25am each morning using the Good Morning Britain (previously Daybreak) 

and Lorraine names. The company broadcasts a centralised service under 

the ITV brand. In Northern Ireland, ITV uses the UTV brand name. 


The group also owns ITV Studios, the production arm of the company and formed from 
an amalgamation of all the production departments of the regional licences they own. 
The company produces a large proportion of ITV's networked programming (around 
47%, but previously as high as 66% according to some reports#2), with the rest coming 
primarily from independent suppliers (under the Broadcasting Act 1990, at least 25% of 
ITV's total output must be from independent companies).24 ITV plc hopes to increase 
the amount of in-house programming to as close to the 75% limit as possible. 


The group cut the number of regional news programmes offered from 17 in 2007 to 9 by 
2009, resulting several regions being merged to form one programme, including 

the Border Television and Tyne Tees Television regions, the Westcountry 

Television and West regions and the removal of sub regional programming, with some 
regions only represented by pre-recorded segments. 4) 


STV Groupf[edit] 
Main article: STV Group (Scotland) 


STV Group plc owns two franchises, covering central and northern Scotland, through 
subsidiary companies STV Central and STV North, broadcasting a central service under 
the STV brand. 


The company has had several disputes with ITV plc in recent years over network 
programming. STV aims to broadcast more Scottish programmes at peak times and so 
removed several key ITV plc programmes from their schedule in July 2009 including The 
Bill, Midsomer Murders and Lewis.221 Despite STV's explanation of expense, ITV plc were 
angered by the decision, as a recent schedule change had made The Bill central to their 
programming, and broadcast the programmes on ITV3 as well to ensure Scottish 
viewers could see the programmes. On 23 September ITV was reported to be in the 
process of suing STV for £20 million, as ITV plc felt dropping the shows constituted a 
breach of network agreements;22 STV subsequently counter-sued ITV plc for £35 million. 


The dispute was ended in 2011 with STV agreeing to pay ITV plc £18 million. The 
signing of the new affiliation deal has resulted in STV paying a flat fee for all networked 
programming, and so to drop any programmes is unlikely due to the large costs 
involved.24 


Current licensees[edit] 
Further information: List of ITV regions 
There are fourteen regional licences and one national licence for the breakfast service. 


Other licences exist to provide specific programming services, such as Teletext and 
national news, but are not listed here. All licences listed here were renewed until the 


end of 2024. Licences in England and Wales were held by the individual regional ITV plc 
owned companies prior to November 2008.22 
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National Channel 3 Licences 
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Programming[edit] 
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ITV share of viewing 1981-2008 Broadcasters' Audience Research Board figures. 


See also: List of television programmes broadcast by ITV 


For over 60 years of ITV, its homegrown programmes have become among the best 
remembered as well as being extremely successful. Before the 1990s, nearly all of the 
content for the channel was produced by the fifteen franchise licensees: the regional 
companies. 


However, in the last decade, and following legislation in the Broadcasting Act 

1990 imposing a 25% quota for commissioning of independent productions,” the 
number of programmes from independent production companies not connected to the 
traditional ITV Network, has increased rapidly. Notable examples include Talkback 
Thames (one half of which, Thames Television, was itself a former ITV franchisee), 
producers of The Bill and co-producers of The X Factor, and 2waytraffic 

(previously Celador), producers of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?. 


From the late 1990s, ITV's long-standing commitment to strong current affairs and 
documentary programming began to diminish with the ending of productions such 

as World in Action (Granada Television), This Week (Rediffusion London/Thames 
Television), First Tuesday (Yorkshire Television), Network First, Survival (Anglia 
Television), and Weekend World (LWT) and their replacement with populist shows such 


as Tonight. News at Ten was also axed in 1999, although it was reinstated in 2001. In 
December 2009, the final edition of ITV's long-running arts programme, The South Bank 
Show was broadcast. 


ITV's primetime schedules are dominated by its soap operas, such as the 

flagship Coronation Street and Emmerdale. At the start of the 21st century, 
Independent Television faced criticism for including a large amount of "reality TV" 
programmes in the schedule, such as Celebrity Fit Club, Celebrity Wrestling and Love 
Island. In its defence, ITV does continue to show its major strengths in the fields of 
sports coverage and drama productions, and it continues to schedule national news in 
primetime. 


ITV's strong daytime line-up helped by programmes such as This Morning, Loose 
Women, Good Morning Britain, Dickinson's Real Deal and game shows Tipping 

Point and The Chase are very popular, achieving the highest audience share during the 
daytime slot.2% 


National and international news[edit] 
Main article: ITV News 


Since the network started, Independent Television News Limited (ITN) has held the 
contract to produce news for the ITV Network, with 30-minute national news bulletins 
broadcast at 1:30 pm, 6:30 pm, and 10:00 pm. These bulletins were broadcast under 
the ITN brand between 1955 and 1999, when a new network identity reinforced the ITV 
brand, resulting in the new bulletins being broadcast under the ITV News brand.222 


ITN has long been respected in the news industry as a source of reliable information and 
news, and as a result the service has won many awards for their programmes, the latest 
being in May 2011 when News at Ten was named best news programme by the Royal 
Television Society and BAFTA. 


Breakfast[edit] 


Between 6 am and 9.25 am on Monday to Friday, ITV broadcast two breakfast 
programmes called Good Morning Britain and Lorraine. Good Morning Britain keeps 
viewers up to date with all the latest news, sports, features and weather, 

whilst Lorraine predominantly focuses on celebrity interviews, recipes, fashion and 
showbiz. 


Regional newS[edit] 


The regional ITV companies are required to provide local news as part of their franchise 
agreement, with the main local bulletin at 69m and regional bulletins located after each 
national news programme. In addition to this, traditionally ITV companies would provide 
other regional programming based on current affairs, entertainment or drama. 
However, apart from a monthly political programme, most non-news regional 
programming in the English regions was dropped by ITV plc in 2009, although it 
continues in Wales and the Channel Islands, as well as on STV and UTV & from 2014 ITV 
Border Scotland.22 On 14 January 2013, ITV plc regional news programmes titles were 
discontinued in favour of more generic branding under the /7V News title with the region 
listed as the subheading. However some "heritage" brand names were retained 
including Calendar, Granada Reports and Lookaround. On the 28 June 2014, ITV Cymru 
Wales News returned to its historic name of Wales at Six. 


Current regions[edit] 


ITV News regions since 2013 


. Anglia: /TV News Anglia (with East and West variations) 

. Border: /TV News Lookaround 

. Central: /TV News Central (With East and West variations) 

. Channel: /TV News Channel TV 

. Granada: /TV News Granada Reports 

. London: /TV News London 

Meridian: /TV News Meridian (With South and a Thames Valley opt-out and South 
East variations) 

8. STV Central: STV News (non-ITV plc) (With East and West variations) 
9. STV North: STV News (non-ITV plc) (With a Dundee opt-out) 

10.Tyne Tees: /TV News Tyne Tees 

11.UTV: UTV Live 

12.Wales: /TV News: Wales at Six 

13.West Country: /TV News West Country (With East and West variations) 
14. Yorkshire: /TV News Calendar (With East and West variations) 


Former programmes[edit] 


NOUBRWNE 


e ATV: ATV Midlands News, ATV Today 

e Anglia: About Anglia, Anglia News, Anglia News Tonight, Anglia Tonight 

e Carlton: London Tonight 

e Central / Carlton (Central): Central News, Central News at Six, Central Tonight 
e Channel: Channel Report 

e Grampian: North Tonight 


e Granada: Northern Newscast, Scene at Six Thirty, Granada Tonight 

e HTV Wales / ITV Wales: Wales Tonight, HTV News, HTV Wales News 

e HTV West / ITV West: HTV News, HTV West News, The West Tonight The West 
Country Tonight 

e London Weekend Television / LWT: LWT News, London Tonight 

e Meridian: Meridian Tonight 

e Scottish Television / STV: Scotland Today 

e Southern: Day by Day 

e Television South West / TSW: Today South West, TSW Today 

e Television South / TVS: Coast to Coast 

e Thames: Thames News 

e Thames Valley: Thames Valley Tonight 

e Tyne Tees: Northern Life, Tyne Tees News / Network North (Bilsdale 
Transmitter), North East Tonight 

e Ulster Television / UTV: Good Evening Ulster, Six Tonight 

e Westward: Westward Diary 

e Westcountry / Carlton (Westcountry): Westcountry Live 


Weather[edit] 
Main article: ITV Weather 


The ITV National Weather forecast was first broadcast in 1989, using data supplied by 
the Met Office, and was presented by a number of weather forecasters. The forecasts 
are sponsored in which the sponsors message, would appear prior to and following the 
forecast. The forecasts are made immediately after the main national news bulletins. 


Prior to the creation of the national forecast, regional forecast provided by each regional 
companies were shown in each region only. The regional forecasts today are 
incorporated into the main regional news bulletins, and in the summer months, includes 
a Pollen Count. 


Sports[edit] 
Main article: ITV Sport 


ITV covers many popular sports. The channel emphasises coverage of football, with the 
channel previously holding the UK terrestrial rights to the UEFA Champions League and 
with the channel sharing coverage of international football events such as the World 
Cup with the BBC. On 30 March 2007, The Football Association announced that it had 
agreed a new four-year £425m television deal for ITV and Setanta Sports to show FA. 
Cup and England international matches (the Scottish regional broadcaster STV blacks 
out those games and replaces them with regular programming). The deal with the FA 
represented a 42% increase on the existing deal with BBC Sport and BSkyB. 


In May 2009, ITV acquired the rights to broadcast live cricket from the Indian Premier 
League. The network also covers motorsport, rugby, wrestling, and other sports. 
Children's programming[edit] 

Main article: CITV 


The network broadcasts children's programming under the CITV (Children's ITV) strand. 
Children's programming was originally provided during weekday afternoons and 
weekend mornings, however following the launch of the CITV Channel in 2006, all 
children's programming, with the exception of the weekend ITV Breakfast slot, were 


relocated from the ITV line-up to the CITV channel in 2007, a move which was 
challenged by Ofcom in April 2007. 


Teletext provider[edit] 


The Public Teletext Licence22 allows the holder to broadcast a text-based information 
service around the clock on Channel 3 (as well as Channel 4 and S4C) frequencies. 
Teletext on ITV was provided by ORACLE from 1974 until 1993 and from 1993 to 2010 
by Teletext Ltd., whose news, sport and TV listings pages rivalled the BBC's 

offering, Ceefax on terrestrial and BBC Red Button on digital. Teletext Ltd. also provided 
digital teletext for the Channel 3 services, as well as the text output for both Channel 

4 and S4C under the same licence and Channel 5. However, the licence was revoked by 
Ofcom on 29 January 2010 for failing to provide news and local non-news information on 
ITV and there is currently no teletext licence holder for ITV.84 


Schools programming[edit] 
Main article: ITV Schools 


Schools programming on the network began in 1957 in some regions and expanded as 
more regions began broadcasting. It is a contractual obligation for the ITV company to 
broadcast schools programming, and this was initially broadcast as part of the normal 
scheduling. The programmes were moved into a segment for broadcast during the day 
in the 1960s, under the banner /ndependent Television for Schools and Colleges and 
from 1987 were broadcast on Channel 4 in the /TV Schools on Channel 4 segment. In 
1993, this segment became Channel 4 Schools and later in 2000 4Learning. These 
strands of programming consisted of schools programming from all the ITV companies 
or from independent sources. The schools strand itself is now defunct, with no particular 
branding segment used. 


Availability outside the UK[edit] 


ITV (as UTV) is widely available in Ireland, where it is received directly in areas 
bordering Northern Ireland, or in coastal areas from Wales (as ITV Cymru Wales). Until 
2015, it was also carried on cable, when it was replaced by UTV Ireland, which was itself 
replaced by be3, now Virgin Media Three. It is also available on cable 

and IPTV in Switzerland and Liechtenstein. Since 27 March 2013, it has been offered by 
the British Forces Broadcasting Service (BFBS) to members of HM Forces and their 
families around the world, replacing the BFBS3 TV channel, which already carried a 
selection of ITV programmes.@ 


Criticism|[edit] 


Since the launch of ITV, there have been concerns from politicians and the press that 
ITV faced a conflict concerning programme audiences and advertisers. As advertisers 
are reluctant to buy advertising space around low viewing programmes, there is a 
pressure on ITV to broadcast more popular programmes in peak times. This has become 
more profound in recent years following a relaxation in regulation and significantly more 
competition in the advertising market following the huge increase in commercial 
channels. In recent years, programmes have started to dominate from the reality 
television genre including the celebrity and talent show subgenres. This has led to 
accusations of ITV 'dumbing down’ their programmes and appealing to the ‘lowest 
common denominator’, accusations that are at odds with the network's status as 


a public service broadcaster. 2228 |TV was also heavily criticised for scaling back its 
regional programmes, including regional news. 


Broadcaster of the Year | ITV Nominated 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


Year | Association 


2017 | Diversity in Media Awards 


On-air identity[edit] 


First logo, used from 1989 to 1998 


Second logo used from 1998 to 2006 


Third logo used from 2006 to 2013 


Fourth logo used since 2013 


See also[edit] 


e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
e List of ITV channels 


e List of television programmes broadcast by ITV 


e List of ITV journalists and newsreaders 


Notes[edit] _ 


1. 


^ Since 2013 all presentation has only carried the ITV name, however the name ITV 
Channel Television was previously used on-screen. This is now restricted to voice 
announcements before regional programmes. 


2. ^ Up to 1968, the service for a single Northern area consisting of both the current North 
West region and most of the current Yorkshire region was provided by Granada 
Televisionfor Monday to Friday and by ABC Television for weekends. 

3. ^ Coverage was transferred from ITV Border and Tyne Tees to ITV Granada following DSO 
in the Isle of Man in July 2009. 

4. * Wales and West of England until 31 December 2014 

5. ^ Usually just ITV. 

6. ^ Up to 1968, the service for the Midlands region was provided by ATV for Monday to 
Friday and by ABC Television for weekends. 

7. ^ Jump up to:2 2 The Oxford area was transferred from the Central to the Meridian licence 
on 1 January 2015 

8. ^ "Anglia Television Limited", which had provided the service since 1959, had its name 
changed to "ITV Broadcasting Limited" on 29 December 2006. 

9. * South West of England only until 31 December 2014 

10.^ The current breakfast holder, ITV Breakfast Ltd, is a rebrand of GMTV, which took over 
from the previous incumbent, TV-am in 1993. 

11.% ITV plc purchased the remaining stake of GMTV (now ITV Breakfast) from The Walt 
Disney Company in November 2009. 
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The history of ITV, the United Kingdom "Independent Television" commercial network, 
goes back to 1954. 


Independent Television began as a network of independently-owned regional companies 
that were both broadcasters and programme makers, beginning with four companies 
operating six stations in three large regions in 1955-1956, and gradually expanding to 
17 stations in 14 regions by 1962. Each regional station was responsible for its own 
branding, scheduling and advertising, with many peak-time programmes shared 
simultaneously across the whole network. 


By 29 February 2016, 12 regions shared national ITV branding and scheduling 

(for England and Wales), and together with a 13th region UTV (for Northern Ireland), 
were owned by a single company, ITV plc. A further two regions 

in Scotland carry STV branding and are owned by the STV Group. 


Formation([edit] 
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The ITV regions after all companies had begun broadcasting in 1962 


The ITV network came about as a result of the Television Act 1954, which paved the 
way for the establishment of a commercial television service in the UK and created 

the Independent Television Authority (ITA).= The act itself was not without controversy, 
and much debate ensued both in the British Parliament and the British Press, and it was 
passed on the basis that the ITA would regulate the new service and ensure that the 
new service did not follow the same path taken by USA networks (which were perceived 
as 'vulgar' by some commentators). For example, it was made obligatory 

that commercials be clearly distinguishable from programmes. At the time, programmes 
in the USA were normally sponsored by a single company, so it was not uncommon for 
a game show host to step away from his podium after a round to sell cars or The 
Flintstones to segue into an ad for cigarettes with no perceived change from show to 
advert. 


The new "Independent Television" network, named due to its independence from 

the BBC which until then had a monopoly on broadcasting within the UK, was made up 
of numerous companies providing a regional television service and would also generally 
provide programmes to the network as a whole. Each individual company broadcast 
on 405-line VHF and was responsible for providing a local service, including daily news 
bulletins and local documentaries, and for selling advertising space on their channel: 
this measure ensured that all the ITV companies were in competition with each other 
and that no single broadcaster could gain a monopoly over commercial broadcasting. 
However, national news was not provided by the individual companies and was instead 
provided by Independent Television News (ITN). Each regional service had its own on- 
screen identity to distinguish it from other regions, since there was often a sizeable 
overlap in reception capability within each region. 


Upon the creation of the network, six franchises were awarded for London, 

the Midlands and the North of England with separate franchises for weekdays and the 
weekends. The companies in these regions were known as ‘The Big Four' and consisted 
of Associated-Rediffusion (London weekday), ATV (Midlands weekday and London 
weekend), Granada Television (North of England weekday) and ABC (North of England 
and Midlands weekend). These companies were generally the best known and provided 
the most network output. 


The first ITV contractor to begin broadcasting was the London Weekday contractor 
Associated-Rediffusion, on 22 September 1955 beginning at 19:15 local time. On the 
first night of telecasts, the BBC, who had held the monopoly on broadcasting in Britain, 
aired a melodramatic episode of their popular radio soap opera The Archers on the BBC 
Home Service. In the episode, core character Grace Archer was fatally injured in a fire, 
and it was seen as a ploy to keep loyal viewers and listeners away from the new station. 
The first full day of transmissions was 23 September 1955 when Britain's first female 
newsreader Barbara Mandell appeared. The London weekend contractor ATV launched 
two days later. 


The other franchises launched within a year of the London launch, and other contracts 
were awarded by the ITA between 1956 and 1961. All the franchises launched by 
September 1962: 


Franchise Launch Regional area Programme compan 
awarded! date g g pany 
26 October oa 
September | London (weekday) Associated-Rediffusion 
19542 
1955 
26 October aN Associated Television (ATV 
September | London (weekend) 
1954 1955 London) 


26 October 17 February Associated Television (ATV 


Midlands (weekday) 


1954 1956 Midlands) 
2 eee ABC Weekend TV 

ebruary i (Originally awarded to Kemsley- 
A | ier: eee e (ict slate) Winnick Television on 26 October 
1955 1954) 
26 October North of T 
1954 3 May 1956 England (weekday) Granada Television 


2il 
September | 5 May 1956 Noite ca 
1955 
31 August 
30 May 1956 | 1957 Central Scotland 


26 October 14 January South Wales and West 


ABC Weekend TV 

(Originally awarded to Kemsley- 
Winnick Television on 26 October 
1954) 


Scottish Television (STV) 


Television Wales and the 


1956 1958 of England 


30 August South and South East 


22 July 1957 | i958 England 


he 15 January 


Nortn East England 
December 1959 North East England 


1957 


27 October 
East of ENQland 
25 June 1958 1959 East of England 


10 
November o Northern Ireland 
1958 


16 
December eres South West England 
1959 


1 
English-Scottish 
5 May 1960 september Border and Isle of Man 
1961 
30 
2 August September | North East Scotland 
1960 1961 


West (TWW) 


Southern Television 


Tyne Tees Television 


Anglia Television 


Ulster Television (UTV) 


Westward Television 


Border Television 


Grampian Television 


28 March I 


September | Channel Islands Channel Television (CTV) 
1960 
1962 
14 Wales (West and North) 
6 June 1961 | September | North and West Wales Television (WWN, "Teledu 
1962 Cymru") 


ITV was admitted as an active member of the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) 
through the Independent Television Companies' Association Ltd (ITCA) together with the 
Independent Television Authority (ITA) in 1959. 


1964-1968[edit] 
g 
4 
E 


Scottish - 


oe 
L-A 


Midlands Anglia 


“ss 
Midlands peten 


l ATU vendor 
Westward Wera 


Y Channel 


The ITV regions after Teledu Cymru had been taken over by TWW in 1964 and its area had been 
extended in 1965 


In 1963, the ITA chairman, Lord Hill of Luton, initiated a review of all the ITV companies 
following the release of the Pilkington Report, which saw the launch of BBC2 and heavily 
criticised ITV. This review would review a company's performance, and either grant 
them an extension to their service licence or replace the company with another in that 
region. This process was repeated frequently throughout the early life of ITV and lasted 
approximately ten years. Reviews like this also ensured that the companies maintained 
their high performance by maintaining the possibility of the loss of their licence. The 
new licences also included clauses which took into account the promised ITV2 UHF 


channel, promised to be launched if the Conservative Party won the 1964 general 
election. 


Despite the review, no company lost its position as the local ITV contractor for their 
region and all licences were extended for another three years (starting July 1964), 
although several of the major companies were instructed to strengthen the regional 
emphasis of their on-screen identities. The only change to the network was the 
formation of a single Wales and West franchise, operated by TWW, following the 
collapse of WWN and its subsequent takeover by TWW. WWN ran into trouble when it 
had problems with the construction of its transmitter network, as well as strict 
provisions in its contract to produce a large amount of Welsh-language programming. 
This meant that WWN lost a lot of money and, despite some help from other ITV 
companies, it declared itself bankrupt on 26 January 1964 — the only ITV company to 
have ever done so. 


Overall, the regional companies made a profit within the first few years of their 
existence; the largest regions especially so. Roy Thomson, the Canadian founding 
chairman of Scottish Television, described the ownership of an ITV franchise as "a 
licence to print money". 


1968-1974 [edit] 
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The ITV regions after the major change in contracts in 1968 


Another franchise review was called by the ITA on 12 June 1967, for contracts running 
from the end of July 1968, that was to drastically change the structure of ITV itself. The 
review aimed to ensure that the ITV system was ready for the impending arrival of 
colour broadcasting, and also to again allow for the potential start of ITV2, should the 
Conservatives win any election held after 1970. The behaviour of some of the 
companies only reinforced the ITA's assumptions of 'arrogance' following the few 
changes in the last franchise round: Rediffusion London's department managers also 


popped up in similar roles for rival applications and TWW reapplied for their contract 
under both their own name and that of WWN/Teledu Cymru as a tax dodge. As a result, 
Lord Hill had made it clear in 1966 that "all bets were off" on the next franchise round 
and that the regions themselves might change. Therefore, in the period between the 
interviews of each applicant and the announcement of the changes, the newspapers 
speculated wildly about the likely changes: suggestions were made of Scottish 
Television exiting the system, Rediffusion London moving to replace Southern 
Television and various other wild ideas. 


In the end, the changes made to the ITV regions were as follows: 


e The weekend franchises in the North of England and the Midlands were abolished. 

e The North of England region was split into two new smaller regions, the North 
West and Yorkshire. Seven-day contracts were specified in both these new regions, 
as well as in the Midlands. 

e Separate weekday and weekend franchises continued in London; however, the 
handover time was moved from the beginning of Saturday to Friday at 7 pm. 


The ITV companies themselves changed considerably. Some merely had their contracts 
changed, while others were replaced altogether by new companies. The changes were 
as follows: 


e TWW controversially lost the Wales and West of England franchise to a new 
company, Harlech Television (later HTV). Unhappy with the development, TWW 
ceased broadcasting on 4 March 1968 - nearly five months before its contract was 
due to expire - with the ITA providing an interim service until Harlech Television took 
over on 20 May. 

e ATV lost the London weekend franchise to a consortium led by David Frost, called 
the London Television Consortium, which was soon renamed London Weekend 
Television. It had been expected that ABC would take over this franchise. 

e ATV was awarded the seven-day contract for the Midlands region, replacing ABC 
Midlands at the weekends. 

e Granada Television was awarded the seven-day contract for the new North West 
region, again replacing ABC North at the weekends. 

e Two consortia applied for the new Yorkshire region, Telefusion Yorkshire and 
Yorkshire Independent Television. The region was awarded to Telefusion, on the 
basis that it merged with Yorkshire Independent. The merged company took the 
name Yorkshire Television. 

e Rediffusion and ABC were asked to form a joint company for the London weekday 
franchise, in an attempt by the ITA to keep ABC in the network. This 
company, Thames Television, was controlled by ABC, who owned 51% while 
Rediffusion owned 49%. 

e Roy Thomson, later Baron Thomson of Fleet, was required to divest himself of most 
of his holding in Scottish Television. 


In addition, the Independent Television Publications company was formed to produce a 
national ITV programme listings magazine. This magazine was called the 7V7imes, 
originally the title of the London listings magazine (and also briefly used by the Midlands 
magazine). It replaced all of the regional magazines, except the Channel 

Islands publication will continue until 25 October 1991. 


Before the changes were implemented, however, Harold Wilson appointed Lord Hill as 
chairman of the BBC Board of Governors and replaced him with Herbert Bowden, also 


known as Lord Aylestone. He reviewed the changes Hill had made, but allowed them to 
stand. 


1968 strike[edit] 


The implementation of the ITV changes led to industrial unrest in the companies. 
Although there were no job losses in the system - this was an ITA stipulation - people 
were forced to move from Manchester and Birmingham to Leeds, from London 

to Cardiff and, perhaps less troublesome, from one part of London to another. Many 
staff stayed in the same jobs in the same locations, but now had a different employer. 
Since this meant that staff were being made redundant (albeit with a guaranteed job to 
go to), the unions required redundancy payments. However, these payments led to 
problems in staff not receiving them, who were changing company but not location, as 
in the case of the Teddington Studios. The unions asked for payments to be made in 
those cases; the companies responded by drawing the line, and wildcat strikes broke 
out in the weeks before and after the changes came into effect. By the Friday, after the 
changes, a mixture of strike action and management lock-outs had taken ITV off the air, 
and for most of August 1968 the regional network was replaced with an ITV Emergency 
National Service run by management. By September 1968, with both sides claiming 
victory, all workers had returned to work. However, memory of this strike would cause 
more industrial unrest in the decades that followed. 


Post-strike and colour televisionfedit] 


This era also saw the introduction of colour television to the network and the 
introduction of the new 625-line system. During the 1960s, some commercial 
companies proposed the introduction of colour on the 405-line system, but the General 
Post Office insisted that colour should wait until the higher-definition 625- 

line UHF system became standard. 't#tz22e4e |TV eventually introduced PAL colour on this 
system from 15 November 1969, simultaneous with BBC1 and two years after BBC2. 
This did not, however, spread immediately across the UK - some regions had to wait a 
few more years before colour was available. This was primarily due to the cost incurred 
in purchasing new broadcasting equipment and the subsequent studio upgrade that 
usually accompanied it. 


Colour strike (13 November 1970 - 8 February 1971)[edit] 


Main article: Colour Strike 


The colour strike was an industrial action by technicians at all ITV companies from 13 
November 1970 to 8 February 1971 (although some shows made during this period in 
black and white were having their first transmission as late as December 1971) who, 

due to a pay dispute with their management, refused to make programmes in colour. 


Post-colour strike[edit] 


Colour was available to nearly 100% of the UK from 1976, with the Channel 
Islands being the last region to be converted. This enabled the 405-line system to be 
phased out between 1982 and 1985. 


1974-1982[edit] 
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The ITV regions after the minor change in contracts in 1974 


Following the passing of the Sound Broadcasting Act 1972, the ITA was reconstituted as 
the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) who took on the same role as the ITA but 
were also were given responsibility of the then-new Independent Local Radio (ILR) 
stations. 


The next franchise round in 1974 produced no changes in contractors, as the huge cost 
in switching to colour television would have made the companies unable to compete 
against rivals in a franchise battle. It also allowed the companies to recoup the cost and 
to return to normal service. Some slight changes were made to the Yorkshire 

Television franchise area however, as the Belmont transmitter in Lincolnshire switched 
from Anglia Television to Yorkshire Television, boosting the broadcast area. Also 

the Bilsdale UHF transmitter, based on the border between Yorkshire Television 

and Tyne Tees Television and much disputed over, was assigned to Tyne Tees 
Television. 


The IBA during this period allowed Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television to 
consolidate slightly into a new venture: Trident Television. Trident originally managed 
advertising sales for Tyne Tees Television and Yorkshire Television but was allowed 

a reverse takeover of both companies; Tyne Tees Television and Yorkshire Television 
did however retain their own studio bases, management, boards and on-screen identity. 
[6] 


Launch of Oracle teletext[edit] 


This period also saw the launch of the Oracle teletext service. It was officially launched 
in 1978, a few years after the launch of the BBC's Ceefax service and offered news and 


information delivered through the remaining lines of information in the television 
transmission. The service began to see improved takings following a heavy promotional 
campaign using the slogan Page the Oracle and the inclusion of the software as 
standard in most new television sets at the beginning of the 1980s. 


1979 dispute[edit] 


ITV suffered an eleven-week industrial dispute in 1979, leading to the subsequent 
shutdown of almost all ITV broadcasts and productions. It began at London's Thames 
Television when electricians (EETPU members) refused to accept what they considered 
to be a derisory pay increase. Management attempted to operate a normal service but 
other transmission staff (ACTT members) refused to co-operate, pointing out that 
equipment and wiring turned on by non-EETPU members could be potentially 
dangerous. '#2t222e4e) Thames management interpreted this as a walkout. !#2222«e When 
Thames' management consequently ordered the striking staff to "return or else" the 
broadcasting union the ACTT instructed members at thirteen other ITV stations to walk 
out in solidarity. !tr22eten The only company unaffected was Channel Television; the 
unions realised action there could force the station out of business as its audience was 
so small it was vulnerable to any loss of advertising revenue, which would therefore act 
against the interests of a trade union's purpose of maintaining employment for its 

me m be rs i [citation needed] 


Viewers encountered blank television screens on the morning of 10 August 1979, and 
were left without any programmes, such as soap opera Coronation Street as well as 
various sporting events. Only two ITV companies broadcast anything other than a 
specially-made apology caption during this time, those being Channel Television, who 
broadcast a time-restricted service of local programming, films and imported TV series 
(on film, as Channel had no videotape facilities at the time) and in the Yorkshire 
Television region, who interrupted their strike card to broadcast appeals on behalf of 
the West Yorkshire Police in their hunt for the Yorkshire Ripper. However, it is not known 
whether these were broadcast by ACTT members at Yorkshire Television or by the non- 
unionised technical staff at the IBA transmitter on Emley Moor. 


Post-1979 strike[edit] 


The strike ended with victory for the unions in a dispute estimated to have cost the 
companies £100 million in lost revenue. Programming resumed at 5.38 pm on 
Wednesday 24 October 1979. Returning viewers were greeted with a new jingle, 
"Welcome home to ITV", sung by the Mike Sammes Singers. 


The first night's schedule back after the strike was filled by either imported material or 
programmes already "in the can" before the strike commenced. 

Both Crossroads and Coronation Street aired special introductions to their first episodes 
back, to inform viewers of the events in both soaps, where they left off back in July 
1979. 


The first night schedule was networked from Thames Television in London to all ITV 
regions as part of their national emergency schedule, and was as follows: 


e 5.45pm — /TN News at 5.45 with Leonard Parkin 

e 6.05pm — The Muppet Show (with special guest: Dudley Moore) 
e 6.35pm — Crossroads 

e 7.00pm — George and Mildred 

e 7.30pm — Coronation Street 


e 8.00pm — 3-2-1 with Ted Rogers 

e 9.00pm — Quatermass (Part 1), starring John Mills 

e 10.00pm — /TN News at Ten with Alastair Burnet and Anna Ford 

e 10.30pm — Film: Chinatown (1974), starring Jack Nicholson and Faye Dunaway!!!) 


ITV closed down for their first night back on air at around 1.00am. 


When the strike ended, ITV had the task of luring back viewers from the BBC. This 
proved difficult as production of original programming had stopped and would not be 
available for several months; ITV therefore suffered in the ratings at the hands of the 
BBC. Two and a half months after ITV began broadcasting again, it was finally ready to 
air additional original programming and viewers began switching back. This strike was 
to be the last major strike for ITV as the power of the broadcasting unions began to 
wane, even though minor disputes plagued the television industry in the 1980s. The 
dispute was the longest in the history of British television. 


1982-1990/[edit] 


The ITV regions after the major change in contracts in 1982 


On 28 December 1980, the IBA announced via Lady Plowden, the then chair of the IBA, 
that it had reviewed the ITV broadcasting licences again, for contracts beginning on 1 
January 1982. A few changes were made to the ITV structure, with the creation of dual 
regions for the South and South East, and the East and West Midlands. These regions 
were created following the push for more regional news. The company operating these 
regions had to provide a regional news service for both regions and provide studio 
facilities in both areas. The franchise round concluded with the following changes: 


e ATV was reawarded its contract for the dual Midlands region, but was considered by 
the IBA to have not focused on the region enough. As a result, changes were 


ordered including the diluting of existing shareholdings, greater production facilities 
in the contract area and the sale of Elstree Studios; to emphasise these actions the 
company was told to rename itself. It settled on the name Central Independent 
Television. 

e Southern Television lost its licence for the South and South East England, in favour 
of South and South-East Communications, but later renamed Television 
South (TVS). 

e Westward Television also lost its licence for South West England, being replaced 
by Television South West (TSW). TSW ended up taking over Westward Television 
on 11 August 1981, but continued to use the Westward Television name until 1 
January 1982. 

e The new nationwide breakfast television service was awarded to TV-am. 

e Trident Television was ordered to sell the majority of its holdings in Yorkshire 
Television and Tyne Tees Television, and the two companies became independent of 
each other again. 

e The Bluebell Hill transmitter in Kent was transferred from Thames Television/LWT to 
TVS, to increase the size of TVS' South East sub-region. 


This period saw the ITV companies, and the BBC, expand their services further into the 
day than previously. A large part of this was a result of the franchising of a breakfast 
service in 1980. TV-am was awarded this contract and given a provisional start date of 
May 1983. There had been other programmes previously, such as Yorkshire's Good 
Morning Calendar, which had shown that the public were interested in a breakfast 
service. As a result, TV-am and the BBC rushed their own services to the air. TV-am 
would broadcast between the hours of 6 am and 9.25 am every morning; the somewhat 
obscure 9.25 close time came about in order to allow time to switch transmitters from 
the breakfast broadcaster over to the regional ITV stations; today this transition is 
seamless, though the anomaly remains. TV-am launched as a serious news programme 
on 1 February 1983; however, it changed its format soon after to attempt to copy the 
success of the BBC's Breakfast Time. 


Another expansion came on 14 September 1987, when ITV Schools programming was 
transferred to Channel 4 (and S4C), freeing up a large section of the daytime schedule 
for new shows. This expansion in programming, and in advertising time, helped give the 
stations a boost. 


1987 also saw the companies beginning to move into night-time broadcasting. This 
began with individual efforts by individual companies, primarily the 'Big Five’ (Thames 
Television, LWT, Central Independent Television, Granada Television and Yorkshire 
Television), before collaborative efforts resulted in the whole network operating 24 
hours a day by the autumn of 1988. Notable efforts included Granada Television's Night 
Time (which also went out to Tyne Tees Television, TSW, Border Television, Grampian 
Television and Ulster Television), LWT's Night Network (which also went out to Anglia 
Television), TVS' Late Night Late (which also went out to Channel Television) 

and HTV's Night Club; later efforts included ITV Night Time from Thames Television and 
LWT (which also went out to TVS, HTV, Anglia Television and Channel Television) 

and Night Shift from Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television. 


Channel 4 had launched on 2 November 1982. Originally, it built on the ITV network for 
its funding, whereby the ITV companies sold Channel 4's airtime. This arrangement 
ended on 31 December 1992, after which a ‘funding formula’ continued, whereby the 
ITV companies would subsidise Channel 4 if it fell into the red. However, it never did, 
and the funding formula was withdrawn in 1998. During this 16-year period, Channel 4 
and ITV would regularly cross-promote each other's programming, free of charge. 


ITV introduced its first official corporate logo and national on-air identity on 1 
September 1989; this was an attempt to unify the network under one image while still 
allowing for regional identity. However, six companies refused to use their versions of 
the generic ident (Granada Television, TVS, TSW, Anglia Television, Channel 
Television and Ulster Television), preferring to stick with their distinctive on-screen 
branding. The companies to use the generic ident for the longest time were Yorkshire 
Television, who kept it on until 24 October 1994, and Grampian Television, who 
continued to use it right up until ITV's second corporate logo was introduced on 5 
October 1998. 


Another new venture was the ITV Telethon, this biennial routine event held in 1988, 
1990 and 1992, saw the regional companies and the national network come together to 
raise money for charity. The 27-hour telethons were eliminated following the change of 
culture at ITV following the franchise changes in 1993. 


The Broadcasting Act of 1990[edit] 


ITV logo, 1989-1998 


Margaret Thatcher's Conservative government spent much of the 1980s privatising and 
deregulating British industry, and commercial broadcasting was no exception. 

The Broadcasting Act 1990 paved the way for the deregulation of the British commercial 
broadcasting industry, which was to have many consequences for the ITV system. 


As a result of this Act, the Independent Broadcasting Authority was abolished, and 
replaced by two new '‘light-touch' regulators: the Independent Television 

Commission (ITC) and the Radio Authority. The small Cable Authority was also 
abolished, its powers transferred to the ITC. The act also changed the system of licence 
allocation for the franchises now legally known as Channel 3: the previous system 
where applicants needed to show good programming ideas and fine financial controls 
was replaced by highest-bidder auctions to determine the winner of each ITV regional 
franchise. This element of the ITV franchising process was very controversial; the press 
and the existing ITV companies lobbied to have it changed and the ITC agreed to 
introduce a ‘quality threshold’ to prevent high bidders with poor programme plans from 
joining the system. Another safeguard was the ‘business plan’ which determined if a 
bidder could maintain the payments due and still retain money for programme making. 


Other changes were also made as part of the act: ITN, the news provider for ITV, was no 
longer to be exclusively owned by ITV companies. Additionally, Channel 4, which had 
previously been an independent subsidiary of the IBA, was now to become 

a government-owned corporation, patterned after the BBC. It would also begin to sell its 
own advertising - a function previously provided by each ITV company as a return for 
subsidising the channel. 


One further change in the 1990 Act related to the way the ITV networking system was 
run. Since the 1960s, the Independent Television Companies’ Association's Programme 
Controllers' Committee, representing the 'Big Five' network companies (Thames 


Television, LWT, Central Independent Television, Granada Television and Yorkshire 
Television) had decided which programmes had aired in network programme time slots. 
This had the effect of excluding smaller ITV companies, as well as independent 
production companies. Following lobbying by independent producers and TVS, the Act 


required that ITV's scheduling be performed by a nominated person independent of the 
regional companies, and that a 25% threshold of independent production be required. 
This led to the creation in 1992 of the ITV Network Centre, a central body in charge of 
the network schedule, with, for the first time, a single ITV Director of Programming. 


1991-2002[edit] 
1991 ITV franchise auctions[edit] 


Following the changes laid out in the Broadcasting Act 1990, a franchise round was 
announced by the ITC on 16 October 1991 for licences beginning 1 January 1993. A 
number of companies bid for the licences including: 


Franchise 


Borders 


Central Scotland 


Channel Islands 


East, West and 
South Midlands 


East of England 


Incumbent and 
bid 


Border 
Television £52,000 


Scottish_ 
Television (STV) £2 
,000 


Channel 
Television (CTV) £ 
1,000 


Central 


Independent 
Television £2,000 


Anglia 
Television £17,800, 
000 


Competition and 
bid 


unopposed 


unopposed 


CI3 Group £102,000 


unopposed 


Three East 
Television 

(3ETV) £14,100,000; 
CPV-TV”! £10,100,00 
(0) 


Results 


unoppose 
d 


unoppose 
d 


CI3 Group 
failed on 
quality 
grounds.™ 


unoppose 
d 


Incumben 
t highest 
bidder. 
CPV-TV 
failed on 
quality 


Winner 


Border 
Television (by 
default) 


Scottish 
Television (by 
default) 


Channel 
Television (by 
default) 


Central 
Independent 
Television (by 
default) 


Anglia 
Television (hi 
ghest bidder) 


London (weekda 
ys) 


London 
(weekends) 


North of 
Scotland 


North East 
England 


North West 
England 


Thames 
Television £32,700, 
000 


London Weekend 
Television (LWT) £ 
7,590,000 


Grampian 
Television £720,000 


Tyne Tees 
Television £15,100, 
0002! 


Granada 
Television £9,000,0 
00 


CPV-TV £45,319,000; 


(11) 
Carlton 


Television £43,200,0 


00 


London 
Independent 
Broadcasting 
(LIB) £35,400,000 


North of Scotland 
Television 

(NSTV) £2,710,000; 
Channel 3 
Caledonia 

(C3C) £1,130,000 


North East 
Television (NETV) 
41 £5,010,000 


North West 


Television (NWTV)= 


£35,000,000 


grounds. 
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CPV-TV 
failed on 
quality 
grounds. 


London 
Independ 
ent 
Broadcast 
ing (LIB) 
failed on 
quality 
grounds. 


North of 
Scotland 
Television 
(NSTV) 
and 
Channel 3 
Caledonia 
(C3C) 
both 
failed on 
quality 
grounds. 


Incumben 
t highest 
bidder. 


North 
West 
Television 
(NWTV) 
failed on 
quality 
grounds. 


Carlton 
Television (h 
ighest qualified 
bidder) 


London 
Weekend 
Television (by 
default) 


Grampian 
Television (by 
default) 


Tyne Tees 
Television (hi 
ghest bidder) 


Granada 
Television (by 
default) 


Northern Ireland 


South and South 


East England 


South West 
England 


Wales and West 


of England 


Ulster 


Television (UTV) £ 


1,010,000 


Television_ 


South (TVS) £59,80 


0,000 


Television South_ 
West (TSW) £16,10 


0,000 


Harlech 


Television (HTV) £ 


20,500,000"! 


Television Northern 


Ireland 


(TVNI) £3,100,000; 


Lagan 


Television £2,710,00 


0 


Meridian 


Broadcasting £36,50 


0,000; 


CPV-TV £22,100,000; 


Carlton 


Television £18,100,1 


00 


Westcountry 


Television £7,820,00 


0; 
TeleWest 


Broadcasting £7,270 


,000 


Merlin 


Television £19,400,0 


00; 


Channel 3 Wales & 


West 


Television 
Northern 
Ireland 
(TVNI) 
failed for 
business 
plan. La 
gan 
Television 
failed on 
quality 
grounds. 


Television 
South 
(TVS) 
failed for 
business 
plan.” CP 
V-TV 
failed on 
quality 


grounds. 
20] 


Television 
South 
West 
(TSW) 
failed for 
business 
plan.= Tel 
eWest 
Broadcast 
ing failed 
on quality 


grounds. 
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Incumben 
t highest 
bidder. 
Channel 3 
Wales & 


Ulster 
Television (by 
default) 


Meridian 
Broadcastin 
g (highest 
qualified 
bidder) 


Westcountr 
y 

Television (h 
ighest qualified 
bidder) 


HTV (highest 
bidder) 


West 


(C3WW) £18,300,000  (C3WW) 
; failed on 
C3W £17,800,000 quality 
grounds. 
[10] 
Incumben 
t highest 
Viking Television Tae 
. | Yorkshire (VTV)£30,100,000; ie Yorkshire 
ee z Television (YTV) £3 | White Rose e Television (hi 
eT 7,700,0008 Television eg ghest bidder) 
(WRTV) £17,400,000 | 'allea on 
quality 
grounds. 
[10] 
Sunrise 
National cia £34,600,0 Sei D 
Breakfast TV-am £14,100,000 : ; d 
See Daybreak highest later GMTV ( 
Television £33,200,0 | bidder. highest bidder) 


00 
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The ITV regions after the major change of contracts in 1993 


The following notes apply to the 1991 Franchise round: 


1. ^ The ‘quality threshold' was a subjective evaluation by the ITC of the application 
submitted with the bid. The ‘threshold’ worked in one direction - high bidders 
could be disqualified for not reaching it, but low bidders could not be 'promoted' 
for having passed it. The ITC did not announce if the lower bidders had passed 
the threshold or not. 

2. ^ CPV-TV was a consortium led by David Frost and Richard Branson. It bid for 
the East, London weekday and South franchises, aiming to offer a centralized 
single service. 

3. ^ The ITC at first considered failing the Tyne Tees Television bid, on business 
plan grounds. 

4. ^ North East was backed financially by Granada Television and Border Television. 

5. ^ North West Television was a consortium led by Phil Redmond of the 
independent producer Mersey Television, and backed financially by Yorkshire 
Television and Tyne Tees Television. 

6. * The 'business plan' test was a subjective evaluation by the ITC of the business 
plan submitted with each bid. The evaluation tested whether the bidder could 
afford its programme plans and also, more importantly, afford to pay the amount 
it had bid. The ITC did not announce if the lower bidders had passed the 
business plan evaluation. 

7. ^ TVS sought a judicial review of this decision, but the High Court decided it 
could not look into the matter as the ITC had already awarded the contract 
to Meridian Broadcasting. 

8. * TSW sought a judicial review of this decision. The ITC held off from awarding 
the contract to Westcountry Television until the High Court had ruled. After four 


months, the High Court ruled that the ITC had no case to answer, and ITC 
confirmed the award of the contract to Westcountry. 

9. * The ITC at first considered failing the HTV bid on business plan grounds. 

10.* The ITC at first considered failing the Yorkshire Television bid on business plan 
grounds.“ 


As a direct result of the franchise bid: 


e Thames Television controversially lost the London weekday franchise to Carlton 
Television. However, Thames continued to produce programmes for ITV and other 
channels, such as The Bill, This Is Your Life, Mr. Bean and Minder. 

e TV-am lost the national breakfast television franchise to Sunrise Television, which 
changed its name to Good Morning Television (GMTV) before launch because of 
a dispute with British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB) over the name ‘Sunrise’. 

e Television South (TVS) lost the South and South East England franchise to Meridian 
Broadcasting. 

e Television South West (TSW) lost the South West England franchise to Westcountry 
Television. 

e ORACLE lost the National Teletext franchise to Teletext Ltd. 


All other existing ITV companies retained their regional franchises. Due to their bids 
being barred on business plan grounds and therefore deemed 'too high', TSW and TVS 
attempted to obtain a judicial review of the ITC's decisions, and of the wording of the 
1990 Act. Accordingly, the ITC held off awarding the contract to Westcountry Television 
until the review was completed. As the contract with Meridian Broadcasting had already 
been agreed, the court felt unable to conduct a review of that decision. The review of 
the South West franchise process took several months, but was decided in favour of the 
ITC. 


The relaxation in the franchise ownership rules, as a result of the 1990 Act, meant that 
mergers between ITV companies were now possible; this was further enhanced by the 
passing of the Broadcasting Act 1996, which relaxed the rules even further. As a result, 
companies began to take each other over to increase efficiencies and to expand. 


1993-1997[edit] 


In 1992, Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television merged again, 

creating Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television plc. The two companies were permitted to 
merge before their existing arrangements expired in June 1992," due to the marginal 
nature of both companies’ finances, and a need to rationalise the two companies before 
the franchise handover date. Takeovers began in earnest in 1994, as Carlton 

Television took over Central Independent Television having held a stake in the company 
since 1987, Granada Television bought LWT in a hostile bid and MAI, owners of Meridian 
Broadcasting, took over Anglia Television. As a result of the latter, Anglia Television's 
presentation and playout facilities were moved to Meridian Broadcasting's base in 
Southampton. In 1996 Carlton Television bought Westcountry Television and increased 
its stake in Central Independent Television to 81%. Then, in 1997, Granada Television 
acquired Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television and moved the presentation and playout of 
Granada Television, Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television to The Leeds Studios, 
while Scottish Media Group (SMG), which owned Scottish Television, acquired Grampian 
Television and began to consolidate staff at its studio base in Glasgow. Also in 1997, 
United News and Media, the evolution of MAI and owner of Meridian Broadcasting and 
Anglia Television, purchased HTV; however, few departments were consolidated. 


1998-2002 [edit] 


By 1999, four groups owned the majority of the ITV franchises: Granada 

Television, Carlton Television, United News and Media (UNM) and the Scottish Media 
Group (SMG), with Ulster Television, Channel Television and Border Television remaining 
independent. From here, the companies further consolidated their channels. On 8 
November 1999 a new, hearts-based on-air look was introduced and adopted by the 
Granada Television and UNM regions, along with Border Television and Channel 
Television. This look reduced regional identity to a design at the conclusion of the ident: 
the majority of the ident was generic to all the stations. Two months before, on 5 
September 1999, Carlton Television dropped the Central Independent Television and 
Westcountry Television names from their on-air presentation, instead branding these 
regions as Carlton Television, and using the same presentation for all three regions. In 
the summer of 2000, following an unsuccessful attempt to merge with Carlton 
Television, UNM sold its three stations - Meridian Broadcasting, Anglia Television and 
HTV - to Granada Television. However, Granada Television had to sell the broadcasting 
arm of HTV to Carlton Television to comply with the then-current regulatory 
requirements. In July 2001, Granada Television acquired Border Television from Capital 
Radio Group and moved presentation and play-out facilities to Leeds. 


In addition to franchise mergers, in 1998 the Independent Television Association and 
Network Centre formally merged, becoming "ITV Network Limited". At the same time, a 
new lower-case ITV network logo was introduced at the same time for use around the 
network. The new logo design was meant to appear friendlier to the viewer. 


Throughout this period, the ITV companies sought to expand into the new, multi- 
channel environment forming in the UK. On 1 October 1996, Granada Television 
launched four channels through a joint venture with BSkyB entitled Granada Sky 
Broadcasting. These four channels, Granada Plus, Granada Good Life, Granada Men & 
Motors and Granada Talk TV, respectively focused on repeated entertainment 
programming from the Granada Television archives, women's lifestyle programming, 
programming for men and televised interactive debating. Granada Talk TV closed down 
on 31 August 1997 after only 10 months on air due to low viewership, while Granada 
Good Life rebranded to Granada Breeze on 1 May 1998. In September 1996 Carlton 
Television launched Carlton Food Network, a cookery channel, and on 1 November 1996 
a joint venture between Scottish Television and BSkyB was launched, entitled Sky_ 
Scottish, and aimed mainly at Scots who lived outside Scotland. While Sky Scottish 
closed on 31 May 1998 due to low viewership, Carlton expanded its channels, 
launching Carlton Select on 14 February 1997 followed by Carlton Cinema, Carlton 
Kids and Carlton World on 15 November 1998. However, all but Carlton Cinema closed 
shortly into the new millennium, mainly due to low viewership and cost-cutting in light 
of the cost of funding ONdigital (see below). 


ITV logo, 1998-2006 


Despite these larger companies having launched their own services a few years 
previously, Granada Television, Carlton Television and UNM collaborated to launch a 
new service on 7 December 1998: ITV2. The new channel expanded network ITV 
programmes and launched on multiple services, giving additional appeal to the style of 


ITV itself in light of new competition from channels operating on satellite, cable and 
more recently digital terrestrial television (DTT). However, ITV2 only launched 

in England and Wales, leaving SMG, Ulster Television and Channel Television to use the 
multiplex space in their respective regions to whatever purpose they saw fit. As a result, 
SMG launched S2 on 30 April 1999 and Ulster Television launched TV You (later UTV2) 
on 28 June 1999, both offering similar programming tailored for their region. By 22 
January 2002, however, both channels had ceased and were replaced by ITV2 itself. 


On 1 August 2000, ITN, the news producer for the ITV Network, launched the ITN News 
Channel in a joint venture with NTL (now Virgin Media), which provided rolling news on 
cable, satellite and digital terrestrial. Following the increase in ITV-branded channels 
and services, including ITV2 and ITV Digital, the decision was taken by Carlton 
Television and Granada Television to rename the ITV Network in their regions 

as ITV1 on 11 August 2001. 


Another venture initiated by Carlton Television and Granada Television was jointly 
bidding for the newly created DTT licence. The companies jointly bid with BSkyB for the 
licence under the company name British Digital Broadcasting and won; however, BSkyB 
was forced to withdraw following competition laws. Carlton Television and Granada 
Television launched the service on 15 November 1998 as ONdigital, and ran the service 
that housed other free-to-air channels. However, BSkyB had launched its own 

service, Sky Digital, the previous month and following a heavy promotional campaign by 
Sky, which compared the Sky Digital service to ONdigital's service and always to Sky's 
benefit, ONdigital started making heavy losses. In a resort to keep the venture afloat, 
Carlton Television and Granada Television used the name of ITV to boost the success of 
the company. The newly named ITV Digital launched on 11 July 2001, complete with an 
expensive advertising campaign featuring Al and Monkey, and an exclusive deal to air 
the Football League on the newly created ITV Sport Channel. However, the venture was 
still not bringing the results required and ITV Digital went into administration on 27 
March 2002, with the ITV Sport Channel closing two months later. This led to criticism of 
Carlton Television and Granada Television from SMG, Ulster Television and Channel 
Television which objected to the ITV name being reduced following the collapse of the 
service. 


2002-present[edit] 
2002-2005[edit] 


Y Channel 


The on-air branding of the ITV regions in 2002 


From 2002, the ITV Network began to consolidate again. On 28 October 2002, the 
Carlton Television and Granada Television regions adopted a new presentation package 


featuring the network's celebrities, which resulted in the regions becoming known as 
ITV1 at all times, the region names only appearing prior to regional programmes. This 
look also marked the centralisation of continuity in the Carlton Television and Granada 
Television regions to London, with the exception of Wales. 


The pinnacle of ITV's consolidation was the merger of Carlton Television and Granada 
Television in 2004. The two companies had previously tried to merge twice before in the 
1990s; however, the government and competition laws prevented this from occurring. 
But on 21 October 2003, the government announced that it would no longer prevent a 
merger from taking place, subject to safeguards being set in place to ensure the 
continued independence of SMG, Ulster Television and Channel Television. Carlton 
Television and Granada Television finally merged at the end of January 2004, with 
Granada Television shareholders owning 68% of the new company, ITV plc, and Carlton 
Television shareholders owning the remaining 32%. ITV plc was floated on the London 
Stock Exchange under the symbol 'ITV' on 2 February 2004.22 The new company owned 
all the ITV regions in England, Wales and the Scottish Borders. The choice of the name 
"ITV plc" was controversial, since it could imply that the company ran the entire 
network, and an agreement had to be reached with SMG, Ulster Television and Channel 
Television before the name could be used. 


The day of the merger was marked by significant changes throughout the ITV plc 
regions. All of the ITV plc regional news programmes received a new look in line with 
the national ITV News bulletins and the regional company logos were replaced officially 


with an ITV logo followed by the company name below - these began to appear on 
production captions and as part of other branded output, such as weather summaries. 
As a result of the merger, ITV plc was faced with a surplus of facilities it no longer 
needed. Studio and production facilities were replicated many times over, many of 
which were becoming costly to maintain due to age and difficult to justify following 
technological advancements. As a result, regional news moved into smaller offices and 
studio facilities were sold off. Anglia Television's separate studio facility was sold off as 
an independent studio, as was HTV's main studio in Cardiff. However, Tyne Tees 
Television’ Newcastle studios and Meridian Broadcasting's Southampton studio 
complex were closed completely and demolished, both broadcasters moving to smaller 
regional news bureaux. The reduction in the size of the organisation and in the number 
of transmission centres resulted in a large number of job cuts. 


ITV plc reviewed its digital channel portfolio. In June 2002, Carlton Television and 
Granada Television jointly bought the ITN News Channel from ITN, renaming it the ITV_ 
News Channel three months later (although the service was still produced by ITN). On 
31 March 2003, the final Carlton-owned channel, Carlton Cinema, closed; the channel 
had been struggling ever since the failure of ITV Digital. Following the success of ITV2, 
compared to the Granada and Carlton-branded channels, a further channel - ITV3 - was 
launched on 1 November 2004. The channel replaced Granada Plus and aired archive 
programmes, notably drama. On 1 November 2005, ITV plc launched another new 
channel aimed specifically at men: ITV4.482 This channel became notable for airing 
programmes such as classic 1960s ITC Entertainment series and alternative sports such 
as the British Touring Car Championship. The new channel featured a new-look ITV logo, 
which was Officially rolled out across the network on 9 January 2006.“4 The new look 
was more coherent than previous looks, and was also voluntarily adopted by Channel 
Television. 2006 also saw the launch of the CITV channel, which used the airspace 
previously used by the ITV News Channel which had closed down in December 2005, 
and of the participation television channel ITV Play, which turned out to be controversial 
and closed down the following year. 


ITV plc began to look at high-definition television on 9 June 2006, when it launched an 
experimental channel, ITV HD, primarily for airing the 2006 FIFA World Cup (to which 
ITV held the rights) and classic films. ITV HD was launched as a permanent channel in 
June 2008, showing its own schedule of programmes in HD acquired by ITV plc. The 
channel re-branded as ITV1 HD in December 2009, before becoming a full simulcast 

of ITV1 on 2 April 2010. The launch of the simulcast service saw the end of the last 
Granada channel, Men & Motors, which was closed down on 1 April 2010 to make room 
for ITV1 HD on other platforms. On 7 October 2010, ITV plc launched ITV2 HD, an HD 
simulcast of ITV2, followed on 15 November by ITV3 HD and ITV4 HD. All three of these 
channels were initially only available on the Sky platform. 


In June 2005, Ofcom, the channel's regulator since the demise of the Independent 
Television Commission at the end of 2003, announced huge reductions in the licence 
fees payable by the Channel 3 contractors (and Five). This move reflected the 
significant shift towards digital viewing in the UK, and the British government's desire to 
switch off analogue television signals altogether by 2012. Licence fees fell further as the 
shift to digital continued. Ofcom also significantly relaxed most of the remaining public 
service requirements on the ITV contractors; regional non-news output was a significant 
casualty of these cutbacks, with most regions now broadcasting no more than two hours 
a week in this category. An experimental internet service, ITV Local, attempted to unite 
regional content through an on-line user experience that combined regional news, local 
programming and other features. 


ITV50[edit] 
Main article: ITV 50 


ITV50's logo, used between 10 September and 3 October 2005 


In September 2005, the ITV network celebrated its fiftieth anniversary with a season 
of /TV50 programming that was run on the network, including a run down of ITV's 50 top 
programmes, a World of Sport retrospective, a seven-week Gameshow 

Marathon presented by Ant & Dec, the launch of an "Avenue Of The Stars", and most 
notably a five-part documentary series made by Melvyn Bragg, which chronicled ITV's 
history. The Post Office issued special /7V50 postage stamps. The regional companies 
owned by ITV plc also aired special regional retrospectives (even though none of them 
were themselves fifty years old), as well as using special /7V50 station identification. 
While Scottish Television, Grampian Television, and UTV aired the 

network /7V50 programming, they did not themselves air regional programmes of this 
sort, nor did they use the special identification. ITN also celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary with special features in its programming. 

ITV logo, 2005-2013 


it 
2006-2011 [edit] 


In March 2006, SMG plc announced that Scottish Television and Grampian Television 
were to be rebranded as STV, making Grampian the latest ITV region to lose its own 
regional identity. The STV brand, which works similarly to the ITV brand in England and 
Wales, had previously been used by Scottish Television from 1969 until 1985. 


In September 2007, the then chairman of ITV plc, Michael Grade, announced huge cost- 
cutting plans for the company which would see the number of regional news 
programmes cut from seventeen to nine. These plans saw many mergers of news 
programmes, including the respective mergers of the programmes in the two remaining 
Central sub-regions (East and West), the programmes in the two Anglia sub-regions 
(East and West) and the programmes in the two Yorkshire sub-regions (North and 
South) into one programme for each region. Most controversial, however, were the 
merger proposals which covered two regions. These included the respective mergers of 
the programmes in the West and Westcountry regions into one programme from Bristol, 
the programmes in the two Meridian sub-regions (South and South East) and 

the Thames Valley region into one programme from Whiteley, and the programmes in 
the two Tyne Tees sub-regions (North and South) and the Border region into one 
programme from Gateshead. The new arrangement resulted in pre-recorded opt-out 


segments in the main programme for some regions where regional news was 
mandatory, such as Meridian South and South East, and where a programme crossed 
regional boundaries, such as Tyne Tees and Border. These changes took effect from 
February 2009, when Meridian began its pan-regional service.“22%20 The plans also saw 
the end of the ITV Local online initiative, as the regional cuts affected the service hard; 
the service closed down in March 2009. 


In November 2008, the operating licences of all the ITV plc regions were transferred to a 
new company, ITV Broadcasting Ltd. This essentially leaves one company producing and 
broadcasting programmes to the ITV regions in England and Wales. 


In November 2009, ITV plc gained full control of the breakfast broadcaster, GMTV, when 
it bought the 25% stake of The Walt Disney Company for £18 million. ITV subsequently 
announced that GMTV would be closed and replaced with two new programmes in 
September 2010: Daybreak, a news and features programme, and Lorraine, named 
after presenter Lorraine Kelly and providing a platform for female debate. The official 
name of the company itself was changed to ITV Breakfast Ltd. 


In the autumn of 2011, another step was taken towards the full unification of the ITV 
Network when ITV plc bought Channel Television. 


2013 rebranding[edit] 


The on-air branding of the ITV regions since 2013 


Meridian 


Y Channel 


The ITV-branded franchises since 2015 


On 15 November 2012, an overhaul of the network was announced, which involved the 
rebranding of ITV1 back to ITV and the introduction of a new colour-changing logo 
stylised as handwriting, the colours varying depending on the programming the logo 
was used on.2 The overhaul was linked to ITV's attempt to cut costs, curb debts and 
reduce the company's reliance on advertising. The new look was rolled out across all of 
ITV plc's channels and online services on 14 January 2013. 


ITV licence renewal for 2015[edit] 


According to The Guardian, ITV will increase regional news programmes in England and 
Wales from nine (in 2009) back to seventeen in the future. Culture Secretary Maria 
Miller suggested talks about the future of ITV regional news in the south of Scotland. A 
possible new ITV franchise for Wales could be introduced, which would replace the 
Wales and West of England franchise, currently awarded to ITV Wales & West (formerly 
HTV). This is part of ITV's and Channel 5's franchise renewal for the next ten years 
which will expire in 2024.221231 


The takeover of UTV[edit] 


On 19 October 2015, it was announced that ITV plc would purchase UTV Media's TV 
interests for £100 million, subject to regulatory approval. Unlike other franchises owned 
by ITV, UTV will retain its brand name.2 The sale was finalised with ITV taking control of 
UTV on 29 February 2016. 


List of former ITV franchise holders[edit] 


e ABC Weekend TV (Associated British Corporation): North and Midlands weekend 
franchise (1956-1968) 

e Associated-Rediffusion: London weekday franchise (22 September 1955 - 29 July 
1968) 

e Associated Television/ATV Network: Midlands weekday franchise and London 
weekend franchise (1956-1968); Midlands (7 day) (1968-1981) 

e Southern Television: South and South East England franchise (1958-1981) 

e Thames Television: London weekday franchise (30 July 1968 - 31 December 1992) 

e TSW (Television South West): South West England franchise (1 January 1982 - 31 
December 1992) 

e TVS (Television South): South and South East England franchise (1 January 1982 - 
31 December 1992) 

e TWW (Television Wales and the West): Wales and West of England franchise 
(1958-1968). See also ITSWW (March-May 1968) 

e Westward Television: South West England franchise (1961-1981) 

e WWN (Wales West and North Television): North and West Wales franchise 
(1962-1964) 

e TV-am: National Breakfast Television franchise (1983-1992) 

e ORACLE: National Teletext franchise (1977-1992) 


Timeline[edit] 
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ITV Emergency National Service 
History of ITV 


History of ITV television idents 


Merger Formation[edit] 


Slogans[edit] 


e "Welcome home to ITV" (1979 after industrial dispute) 

e "Get Ready for ITV" (1989) 

e "Television from the heart (of life)." (1998) 

e "Britain's favourite button."22 (1990s) 

e "The brighter side." (2009-2013) (ITV1) 

e "The brighter side just got brighter!" (2009-2013) (ITV1 HD) 
e "More than TV." (2019-present) (ITV1) 


See also[edit] o 
e ITV Emergency National Service e Timeline of London Weekend Television 


e History of ITV television idents e Timeline of Meridian Broadcasting 
e Timeline of ITV e Timeline of Scottish Television 

e Timeline of Anglia Television e Timeline of Southern Television 

e Timeline of ATV e Timeline of Thames Television 

e Timeline of Border Television e Timeline of TSW 

e Timeline of Carlton Television e Timeline of TV-am 

e Timeline of Central Independent Television « Timeline of TVS 

e Timeline of Channel Television e Timeline of Tyne Tees Television 

e Timeline of Grampian Television e Timeline of Ulster Television 

e Timeline of Granada Television e Timeline of Westcountry Television 


e Timeline of HTV West e Timeline of Yorkshire Television 


e Timeline of ITV in Wales 


Notes/[edit] 
The following notes apply to the 1991 franchise round: 


1. 


9. 


^ The 'quality threshold' was a subjective evaluation by the ITC of the application 


submitted with the bid. The 'threshold' worked in one direction - high bidders 
could be disqualified for not reaching it, but low bidders could not be 'promoted' 
for having passed it. The ITC did not announce if the lower bidders had passed 
the threshold or not. 


. ^ CPV-TV was a consortium led by David Frost and Richard Branson. It bid for the 


East, London weekday and South franchises, aiming to offer a centralized single 
service. 


. ^ The ITC at first considered failing the Tyne Tees Television bid, on business 


‘plan grounds. 


. ^ North East was backed financially by Granada Television. 
. ^ North West Television was a consortium led by Phil Redmond of the 


independent producer Mersey Television, and backed financially by Yorkshire 
Television and Tyne Tees Television. 


. ^ The 'business plan' test was a subjective evaluation by the ITC of the business 


plan submitted with each bid. The evaluation tested whether the bidder could 
afford its programme plans and also, more importantly, afford to pay the amount 
it had bid. The ITC did not announce if the lower bidders had passed the 
business plan evaluation. 


. ^ TVS sought a judicial review of this decision, but the High Court decided it 


could not look into the matter as the ITC had already awarded the contract 
to Meridian Broadcasting. 


. ^ TSW sought a judicial review of this decision. The ITC held off from awarding 


the contract to Westcountry Television until the High Court had ruled. After four 
months, the High Court ruled that the ITC had no case to answer, and ITC 
confirmed the award of the contract to Westcountry. 


^ The ITC at first considered failing the HTV bid on business plan grounds. 


10.* The ITC at first considered failing the Yorkshire Television bid on business plan 


grounds.“ 
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This article is about the public limited company. For the television network part 
operated by the company, see ITV (TV network). For other uses, see ITV 
(disambiguation). 


ITV plc 


Type 


Traded as 


Industry 


Predecessors 


Founded 


Headquarters 


Area served 


Key people 


Products 


Revenue 


Operating income 


Net income 


Public limited company 


LSE: ITV 
FTSE 100 Component 


Media 


Granada plc 


Carlton Communications 


2 February 2004; 15 years ago 


2 Waterhouse Square 
138 - 142 Holborn 
London 

EC1N 2AE™ 


United Kingdom 

Sir Peter Bazalgette 
(Executive Chairman) 
Carolyn McCall 


(Chief Executive) 


Broadcasting 


Television Production 


£3,211 million” (2018) 


£600 million” (2018) 


£470 million” (2018) 


Divisions ITV Studios 


Website itvplc.com 


ITV plc is a British media company based in London, England. It holds 13 of the 15 
regional television licences that make up the ITV network, the oldest and largest 
commercial terrestrial television network in the United Kingdom. The network, which is 
branded ITV by ITV plc, has vied with BBC One for the status of the UK's most watched 
channel since the 1950s (a crown it lost in 2005). 


The company was formed in 2004, after a corporate takeover by Granada plc (the 
parent company of Granada Television) of Carlton Communications. Granada acquired a 
68% controlling interest of the newly formed company whilst Carlton retained the 32% 
remaining shares." It began trading on 2 February 2004. That was the most recent 
stage in a long process of mergers between the original ITV regional franchises. It 
acquired the remaining 25% of the Breakfast franchise holder, GMTV, from The Walt 
Disney Company in 2009,” Channel Television from Yattendon Group plc in 2011 

and UTV for £100 million in 2015, with ownership of the latter transferring to ITV on 29 
February 2016. 


ITV plc is listed on the London Stock Exchange and is a constituent of the FTSE 100 
Index. 


History[edit] 
Pre-merger[edit] 


GRANADA 


Former Granada logo 


Flow diagram displaying consolidation of ITV franchises into ITV plc (prior to the acquisition of 
UTV) 


ITV plc was the result of a merger between Granada and Carlton following the various 
mergers between the companies of the ITV network that had taken place from 1993 
when the ownership rules were relaxed. 


The first wave of mergers began with Yorkshire Television acquiring Tyne Tees 
Television in 1992, forming a parent group called Yorkshire-Tyne Tees 

Television Holdings. In 1994, Carlton Communications - which had owned a 20% stake 
in Central Independent Television - acquired the remainder of the company and, 
because of Central's shareholdings, inherited a 20% stake in Meridian Broadcasting. 
Later that year, Granada acquired London Weekend Television” through a hostile 
takeover worth in the region of £750 million. MAI, which controlled Meridian 
Broadcasting, acquired Anglia Television; MAI became United News & Media after 
merging with United Newspapers - owners of The Daily Express in 1996.2 Ownership 
rules, that previously restricted ownership of ITV licences by one company to two 
outright, plus 20% in a third, were relaxed, and so Carlton went on to 

acquire Westcountry Television” (later re-branding it Carlton, along with Central), 
Granada acquired Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Holdings (with the parent group becoming 
Granada Media, later simply Granada) and United acquired HTV.™ 


CARITONÝ 


Former Carlton Communications logo 


The idiosyncrasies and business model of the future ITV plc operation can be found in 
the way these new conglomerates operated their franchises. Carlton re-branded all of 
its stations with its own name, creating a single identity across the whole expanse of its 
territory. By contrast, Granada and United, while keeping the franchisees names, 
centralised their continuity departments - Granada in Leeds and United 

in Southampton. All three, however, merged the network production operations of their 
franchises, creating Carlton Productions, Granada Content and United Productions. 


By the end of the 1990s, there were three dominating owners of the ITV franchises in 
England and Wales: Carlton Communications, Granada plc and United News and Media. 
In 2000, after an aborted merger attempt with Carlton, UNM decided to leave ITV and 
Granada bought all the UNM franchises, but sold HTV to Carlton in order to comply 
with the permitted audience percentage covered by a single broadcasting interest.™ It 
kept the production arm of HTV, however, renaming it Granada Bristol and moving it out 
of Bath Road to a new, smaller office in Whiteladies Road (near the BBC). This arm of 
the company closed in 2006, following later rationalisation of ITV's production 
operations. The last remaining independent ITV franchise in England and Wales, Border 
Television, had been bought by Capital Group in 2000, and was sold on to Granada in 
2001,% with Border's radio assets being retained by Capital Radio plc.“ 


The merger[edit] 


In 2004, Granada and Carlton merged, creating a single company for all ITV franchises 
in England and Wales.: One of the consequences of the merger was (according to the 
company) an over-capacity of studio facilities and production units around the country, 
which had previously been rivals, but were now all part of the same group. In order to 


make cost savings, several large regional headquarters, studio sites and programme 
departments closed and merged. Among the casualties were network production and 
studio facilities of Tyne Tees in Newcastle upon Tyne, Meridian in Southampton, Carlton 
Central in Nottingham and Anglia in Norwich. In all cases, ITV moved the regional 
franchisee to a new location complete with hi-tech facilities for news production, but 
with a minimal number of (physically smaller) studios and the loss of many jobs. Tyne 
Tees' factual department merged with Yorkshire's in Leeds (which has since closed and 
re-emerged as Shiver Productions);"2! Meridian's factual and sport production moved to 
London; all network production in Nottingham was re-allocated to 

London, Manchester or Leeds (and the local Central News studio moved to Birmingham), 
and Anglia Factual, reduced to a satellite operation of ITV Studios and primarily 
producing output for the international market or occasionally third parties in the UK, 
was eventually closed in January 2012.14 


Post-merger[edit] 


Prior to the merger, and despite being rivals within ITV, Granada and Carlton had 
already been involved in several joint ventures, including the digital terrestrial television 
operator ITV Digital that went bankrupt, and collapsed in 2002.25! They also owned the 
digital channel ITV2, which had launched on December 1998, and 65% of the (re- 
branded) ITV News Channel, previously owned by ITN and was originally launched as 
the ITN News Channel. As well as consolidating its (now 40%) shareholding in ITN itself, 
the newly merged company was able to buy the final 35% stake in the ITV News 
Channel from ITN's original partners NTL in April 2004.22 In November the same year, 
and following a frantic last-minute deal with BSkyB to buy its half of the Granada Sky 
Broadcasting joint venture, they launched the digital channel ITV3, replacing Granada 
Plus which ITV plc closed down on satellite and cable. A year later they launched ITV4. 
However, due to multiplex issues (and the fact that it was losing money) the ITV News 
Channel controversially had its hours on Freeview reduced, and was finally closed down 
on 23 December 2005, with its Freeview space being taken over by 

replacements ITV4 and CITV, which launched in November 2005 and March 2006, 
respectively.24 


On 27 April 2005, ITV plc bought SDN, the digital terrestrial franchise holder of Multiplex 


A (now transmitting ten channels) from its shareholders, S4C and UBM for £134 million. 
[18] 


In April 2006 the participation channel ITV Play was launched. It was a block on ITV1. 
Following a series of scandals surrounding participation TV, the dedicated ITV Play 
channel was closed down in March 2007, followed by the late-night phone-in quiz shows 
on the ITV Network in December 2007, however the brand continued to be used for a 
time for part of the gaming section of itv.com.2% 


In August 2006 the company sold its 45% shareholding in TV3 Ireland, which had been 
bought by Granada in 2001, to Doughty Hanson & Co. 


Reorganisation[edit] 


There were rumours of take-over and merger bids during 2006. For example, on 9 
November 2006, NTL announced that it had approached ITV plc about a proposed 
merger.24221 The merger was effectively blocked by British Sky Broadcasting on 17 
November 2006 when it bought a 17.9% stake in ITV plc for £940 million,22 a move that 
attracted anger from NTL shareholder Richard Branson! and an investigation from 
media and telecoms regulator Ofcom.22 On 6 December 2006, NTL announced that it 
had complained to the Office of Fair Trading about BSkyB's move. NTL stated that it had 


withdrawn its attempt to buy ITV plc, citing that it did not believe that there was any 
possibility to make a deal on favourable terms.2# At the same time as the NTL bid, RTL, 
the then-owner of Channel 5, was also rumoured to be preparing a bid for ITV plc, with 
the possibility of a stock-swap with BSkyB; the plan would have seen RTL acquiring 
BSkyB's stake in ITV plc (with the aim of further acquisitions of shares in the future) in 
exchange for BSkyB taking full control of Channel 5.22 In the end, no movement was 
made on this possible deal and RTL sold Channel 5 to Richard Desmond's Northern & 
Shell Network in July 2010.2! 


The company then entered into a series of disposals of non-core activities: in March 
2009 the company sold its investment in Friends Reunited (a website dedicated to 
reunited former school friends or colleagues in a number of countries) which it had 
acquired in December 2005.21 Also in May 2009 the company sold Carlton Screen 
Advertising (the largest cinema advertising business in the Republic of 

Ireland and Northern Ireland and now known as Wide Eye Media).2% 


In 2010, a large-scale business reorganisation, called the "five-year Transformation 
Plan" was launched. Thanks to stringent working capital management and cost 
management some of the set goals were already achieved in 2012. These include a 
ranking upgrade (from BB- to BB+), an increase in audience share and reduction of debt 
(from net debt of £730 million at the end of 2008, to a positive net cash position of £16 
million at the end of the first quarter 2012) ,.24 


In December 2013 the company sold its remaining shareholding in STV Group 
plc (owner of the Scottish and Grampian ITV franchises) which had been bought by 
Carlton in 1999.22 


On 17 July 2014, BSkyB's 6.4% stake in ITV was sold to Liberty Global, valued at £481 
million.22 


On 19 August 2015, ITV purchased UTV for £100m ensuring that 13 out of the 15 
licences (it does not hold the two in Scotland) were in its control. 


In July 2016 the company sold UTV Ireland to Virgin Media.22 


In August 2016, it was revealed that ITV had made an offer to acquire Canadian 
multinational film and television distributor Entertainment One for around £1 billion. On 
10 August 2016, it was announced that eOne had rejected the offer, considering it to be 
"fundamentally undervalued". 


In 2017, it was announced that ITV plc had acquired a majority stake in British 
Production company World Productions, behind the hit BBC series Line of Duty. As a 
result of the deal, World Productions is now a part of ITV Studios. 27281 


Operations[edit] 
Organisation[edit] 


ITV plc is divided into two divisions:&4 


e ITV Broadcast & Online, which operates the TV networks (including the ITV_ 
News Group, which runs the ITV regional licensees) 

e ITV Studios, which comprises both UK and international production, ITV's facilities 
businesses and Global Entertainment which exploits programme rights. 


Network licences[edit] 


Through ITV Broadcasting Ltd., ITV plc holds 13 of a total 15 ITV network licences, 
covering the vast majority of ITV regions across the UK; it holds all licences in England 
and Wales, and the single one in the Channel Islands and Northern Ireland:“2 


e Owned by Granada plc until 2004: 


(0) 
(0) 


(e) 


(0) 


North West England: Granada Television. Service now named ITV Granada. 
London (on weekends): London Weekend Television. Now part of the ITV_ 
London service. 

North East England: Tyne Tees Television. Service now named ITV Tyne Tees. 
East of England: Anglia Television. Service now named ITV Anglia. 

Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and North Norfolk: Yorkshire Television. Service now 
named ITV Yorkshire. 

English-Scottish border and Isle of Man: Border Television. Service now 
named ITV Border (broadcasting for the Isle of Man was taken over by ITV 
Granada). 

South and South East England: Meridian Broadcasting. Service now named ITV_ 
Meridian. 


e Owned by Carlton Communications plc until 2004: 


10] 
10] 
(0) 


London (on weekdays): Carlton Television. Now part of the ITV London service. 
Midlands: Central Independent Television. Service now named ITV Central. 
South West England: Westcountry Television. The service was renamed ITV_ 
Westcountry until 2009, before it was merged with ITV West to form the new 
non-franchise ITV West & Westcountry region (rebranded as ITV West 

Country shortly after). This service became a licence in its own right from 1 
January 2014 when it split from Wales and has an opt-out for the western sub- 
region (formerly the Westcountry region). 

West of England and Wales: HTV (Harlech Television). The franchise was 
renamed ITV Wales & West, since it has traditionally held a "dual-region" licence 
for two areas, each one with its own service: ITV West (now the eastern sub- 
region of ITV West Country) and ITV Cymru Wales. From 1 January 2014 the dual- 
region licence was split into two separate licences for Wales and South West 
England (combining the former West and Westcountry regions). 


e Owned by UTV Media plc until 2016: 


(0) 


Northern Ireland: UTV 


e Former independently owned: 


(0) 


Channel Islands: Channel Television, service now named ITV Channel 
Television (since 2011). 


ITV plc is also the sole owner of the ITV national breakfast television franchise ITV 
Breakfast, formerly known as GMTV, which airs and produces Good Morning Britain, 
and Lorraine. 


Channels[edit] 
Channels wholly owned through ITV Digital Channels:“4 


TV 


N 


(C9) 


N 


TVBe 


e CITV 
e The Store 
e ITV Box Office 


e Timeshift services and HD feeds for ITV, ITV2, ITV3, ITV4 and ITVBe. 
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STV Group plc 


Type Public limited company 


Traded as ESE: SING 


Industry Media 


Founded 1957; 62 years ago 
(as Scottish Television plc) 


Headquarters Glasgow, Scotland, UK 


Key people Simon Pitts (CEO) 
Baroness Ford of 


Cunninghame (Chairman)! 


Products Television, Internet 
Revenue £117 million (2017)2 
Operating A £19 million (2017)2 
income 

Net income A (£11.7 million) (2017)2 
Number of 408 (established staff) 
employees 43 (contract) (2017)2 
Website www.stvplc.tv 


STV Group plc, previously known as Scottish Television plc and Scottish Media 
Group plc, is a Scottish media company. It is a constituent of the FTSE SmallCap Index. 
Originally formed as Scottish Television, the ITV licence holder for central Scotland, the 
company changed its name to Scottish Media Group in 1996 and acquired the licence 
holder for Northern Scotland, Grampian Television, in 1997. The Scottish and Grampian 
channels were rebranded as STV in 2006. 


History[edit] 


Ssmo 


Scottish Television began broadcasting in August 1957. The company changed its name 
to Scottish Media Group in 1996 when it acquired Caledonian Publishing, owners of 
Glasgow-based newspapers The Herald and Evening Times (both of which have since 
been sold). It went on to acquire the ITV licence holder for Northern Scotland, Grampian 
Television in June 1997.2 In August 1997 the company acquired a 15% stake in UTV, 
Northern Ireland.“ In 1999 it launched a new Sunday broadsheet newspaper, 

the Sunday Herald. The company was renamed "SMG plc" in 2000, by which time it had 
expanded further through the acquisitions of Primesight (outdoor advertising), Pearl & 
Dean and Ginger Media Group, which included Ginger Television and the original Virgin 
Radio UK radio station.= Talks were also held which could have led to Border 

Television and Ulster Television being bought, but they came to nothing. 


SMG's last logo before rebrand 


On 24 March 1999, Mirror Group sold its 18.6% stake in SMG to Granada.™ During the 
summer, the STV Group held talks about buying out the other shareholders in GMTV, 
with Disney believed to be keen on the idea; many city observers believed this was a 
defensive move to fend off a takeover bid from Granada. By September an agreement 
had been reached to acquire Guardian Media Group's 15% stake in GMTV for £20 
million, but both Carlton and Granada objected to the deal. Guardian Media Group 
eventually sold its stake for £18m in January 2000, but STV Group only acquired 5% 
with the remaining 10% going to Carlton and Granada, resulting in each of STV Group, 
Carlton, Granada and Disney holding 25% of GMTV.2122! 


In September 1999, the company acquired a 37.4% stake in Heart of Midlothian F.C. for 
£8 million. A few days later the company unveiled its interim results with its pre-tax 
profits up 2 per cent to £24 million on a turnover of £111.2 million.2” 


In December 2000, the group acquired a 14.9% stake in Scottish Radio Holdings, in 
anticipation of a relaxation of radio ownership rules") and within four months 
increased this to 27.7%."5! By 2004 the company sold their 27.8% stake in Scottish 
Radio Holdings to EMAP for £90 million in anticipation of consolidation in the radio 
market.29 


Flextech owner Telewest sold its 16.9% stake in STV Group to an investment bank for 
£45 million as part of their plan to raise funds to help clear off debt.2422 Throughout 
2003/2004 rumours appeared about the company being broken up, with its ITV interests 
being sold off in an attempt to wipe out its £380m debt and boost its balance sheet. 
However, the group instead sold the Herald newspapers and its stake in Scottish Radio 
Holdings. In late 2003 Northern Ireland's UTV, in partnership with venture capital 

group 3i and Scottish Radio Holdings, sought to acquire SMG for £400 million, but they 
withdrew the offer as they felt the share price was too high.n%ra 


In September 2004, ITV plc purchased STV Group's 25% stake in GMTV for £31 million, 
211 after being given the go ahead from the Office of Fair Trading, despite advertiser 
fears it could give ITV influence over pricing. !##222eedea SMG said "SMG are pulling out of 
GMTV because it did not want to hold a minority interest in someone else's media 
business".221 


Andrew Flanagan unexpectedly resigned as chief executive in July 2006. Although he 
helped create the company since 1998, his spell in charge will be remembered by many 
in the television industry as a period which saw a dramatic decline in the amount of 
programmes made by the company for transmission within Scotland alone. 


Rob Woodward became the new chief executive in 2007, and started a major 
reconstruction of the group by instigating a sell-off of poorly performing assets, 

231 starting with Primesight being sold for £62m to a private equity firm.24251259 SMG said 
in a statement that the price GMT Communications Partners paid represented a "clear 
uplift" on offers previously received for Primesight.24 Primesight have been prosecuted 
a number of times for the display of advertisements without consent which is an offence 
under UK Planning Acts.2222 The lack of consent for many of Primesight's displays is said 
to have reduced the selling price by up to £30 million.&% 


Further major changes occurred when STV Group sold Virgin Radio to a group led 
by The Times of India on 31 May 2008.24 


In June 2008, SMG plc announced plans to change its name to STV Group plc. The 
company said the proposed name change was to highlight its renewed focus on 
television, encompassing the STV Central and STV North franchises, as well as the 
company's TV production business.22! 


This name change was approved at an extraordinary general meeting in September 
2008, along with a new deal resulting in Pearl & Dean handling advertising 

for Showcase Cinemas, which meant that the Pearl & Dean titles would appear in just 
under half of UK cinema sites. The new STV Group branding was introduced on 1 
October 2008.24 


By 2010 the group had sold off all non-television assets, including selling cinema 
advertising company Pearl & Dean for £1 to Image Ltd, a newly formed company 
backed by Empire Cinemas director Thomas Anderson, with STV still recouping £9.1m 
from the business due to a 2010 payment from Vue Cinemas." This action helped 
reduce the group's debt and allowed it to concentrate on its core television businesses. 
As a result of this, STV Group largely reverted to its Scottish Television plc days, but 
with the addition of the former Grampian Television and Ginger Productions businesses 
(the latter retained from the Ginger Media acquisition). 


Merger proposals[edit] 


In September 2006, STV Group (then SMG) officially rejected a merger offer from 
Northern Irish ITV franchise holder UTV. The merger approach would have given SMG 
shareholders a 52% stake in the combined company. The Scottish group said its board 
had examined a revised merger proposal from UTV, but did not believe it reflected the 
value of the company.22 


In 2006 ITV plc considered making an offer for STV Group, according to The Mail on 
Sunday. The newspaper quoted an ITV source as saying John Cresswell, acting chief 
executive at the broadcaster, was most interested in the group's television franchises, 
but that any deal would have been for the whole group. SMG warned that its 2006 profit 
would be materially behind expectations, sending its shares down more than a quarter 
in value to a 15-year low.24 


On 10 January 2007, SMG and UTV agreed details of a merger, including a revised share 
split between the two. UTV would own 54% of the group, with SMG owning the 
remaining 46%.281 


This merger was finally rejected at the end of February 2007, and a new board and 
management team were introduced at SMG shortly afterwards. 


Relationship with ITV plcLedit] 


STV Group plc has had a turbulent relationship with ITV plc and 

both Carlton and Granada, the predecessor companies that merged to create it. ITV plc 
owns the ITV franchises in England, Northern Ireland, Wales, Southern Scotland 
(Dumfries and Galloway and the Scottish Borders), the Isle of Man and the Channel 
Islands. ITV plc also operates a number of digital channels and websites under the ITV 
brand. The company threatened to take legal action over the use of the name 'ITV' 
because it is the name of the Independent Television network, which STV 

Central and STV North are both part of. One of the problems facing the group is that ITV 
is the senior partner when it comes to its two TV stations, since London-based ITV 
effectively controls most of the scheduling and is also responsible for selling STV's 
advertising airtime. etaton needed 


In September 2009, ITV plc announced it was to launch legal proceedings against STV 
for a claimed unpaid debt of £38 million from network programming contributions, 
following STV's practice of dropping a number of network programmes on the STV 
franchise. At the same time, STV claimed it was also following procedures against ITV 
plc, for up to £40 million owed to STV under its advertising sales agreements. 22 


Television[edit] 


STV[edit] 
Main article: STV (TV channel) 


STV Group plc owns two Scottish ITV licences: Scottish Television, which covers Central 
Scotland, and Grampian Television, covering Northern Scotland. On 2 March 2006, it 
was announced that Scottish Television would revert to using its former brand name of 
"STV", which it previously used from the start of colour broadcasting in 1969 until 30 
August 1985, and which the station was still informally known as in parts of Scotland. 
Scottish Television became known as STV Central. At the same time, Grampian 
Television would also become known as S7V North, with the one main identity 

of STV serving the two licences. The rebrand took place on 30 May 2006. 


Other channels[edit] 


The former SMG plc ran its own digital channel, S2, throughout the Scottish and 
Grampian ITV regions. S2, which aired on the Digital Terrestrial platform, was launched 
on 30 April 1999 and was replaced by ITV2 just over two years later - as part of a deal 
with ITV Digital - on 27 July 2001.44 


Sky Scottish was a satellite television channel operating on the analogue Sky TV service 
between 1 November 1996 and 31 May 1998. The service was a joint venture 

between British Sky Broadcasting and SMG. It initially broadcast between 6.00pm and 
8.00pm. The channel was closed due to poor ratings. !ttz2eedea! 


A high-definition channel, STV HD, launched on 6 June 2010.44 


On 11 January 2013, STV were awarded two local TV licences by Ofcom to operate 
digital terrestrial television channels in Glasgow and Edinburgh for up to 12 years.“ The 
two channels, STV Glasgow and STV Edinburgh, were to be delivered in partnership 

with Glasgow Caledonian University and Edinburgh Napier University respectively.“ STV 
Glasgow launched on 2 June 2014,“ and STV Edinburgh launched on 12 January 2015. 


In March 2015, STV were awarded local licences for the Aberdeen, Ayr and Dundee 
areas.“ In April 2017, STV Glasgow and STV Edinburgh were re-branded as STV2. Just 
over a year later in May 2018, STV announced that it would be closing STV2 on 30 June 
2018.48 


Production[edit] 


STV Productions[edit] 
Main article: STV Productions 


STV Productions (renamed from SMG Productions on 1 October 2008) forms part of the 
network television production arm of STV Group plc, producing drama, factual, 
entertainment and children's output from its bases in Glasgow and London for all UK 
terrestrial networks as well as key satellite and cable channels. 


Ginger Productions[edit] 
Main article: Ginger Productions 


Ginger Productions (founded by the presenter Chris Evans), alongside STV Productions, 
is part of the network production arm of STV Group plc. Based in Waterhouse Square in 
London, its output focuses on Entertainment and Factual Entertainment. Ginger was 
acquired as part of SMG's acquisition of the Ginger Media Group in 1999. 


STV Creative[edit] 
STV Creative is the company's commercial production division, based in Glasgow. 
Solutions[edit] 


Solutions is STV's production resources division, providing facilities for studios, outside 
broadcasts, post-production, corporate events and commercial productions. 


Internet[edit] 
Stv.tv[edit] 


The URL stv.tv is the address of the main website of STV. The website currently offers 
News, Sport, Weather, Entertainment, Competitions, and STV programme information, 
and TV listings. 


STV Cities[edit] 


STV Cities is a Scottish network of hyper-local, community-based websites and mobile 
apps. Pilot sites were launched in Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire, Edinburgh, Moray and 
North & South Lanarkshire."224 In October 2013 STV launched apps, accompanied by a 
website, for Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Dundee and Glasgow.“ 


STV Player[edit] 


STV Player is the video section of the main stv.tv website. It offers catchup of regular 
STV programming, along with archive STV programmes and exclusive videos. 


STV Bingo[edit] 
STV Bingo was launched in 2006 and is run in partnership with CashCade. 


Studios[edit] 


STV Group's headquarters in Glasgow are based at Pacific Quay, a development 


situated next to the River Clyde, in July 2006, alongside BBC Scotland's new studios and 
the Glasgow Science Centre. STV Group's Aberdeen studios moved to a new purpose- 


built site in the city's Tullos area in 2003, from their previous location (a converted tram 
shed), which they occupied since Grampian launched in 1961.42 


STV also has studios in Edinburgh, Dundee and Inverness providing regional news 
coverage in their particular area. 
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The table below lists the various regions used by ITV for regional broadcasting and/or 
advertisements on Freeview. Note that not all versions are available in the +1 and HD 
versions, and viewers in the affected regions receive alternative versions.“ In addition, 
there are variations for some satellite customers. 
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This is a list of television programmes that are either currently being broadcast or have 
previously been broadcast on ITV in the United Kingdom. 


This is a dynamic list and may never be able to satisfy particular standards for 
completeness. You can help by expanding it with reliably sourced entries. 


0-9[edit] 


1000 Heartbeats (2015) 

The 10 Percenters (1994-1996) 
2DTV (2001-2004) 

The 21st Question (2014) 

24 Hour Quiz (2004) 

24 Hours with... (2007) 

3@Three (2010) 

3-2-1 (1978-1988) 

3-2-1 Penguins! (2000-2008) 

5 Gold Rings (2017-present) 

500 Questions (2016) 

60 Minute Makeover (2004-present) 
The $64,000 Question (1956-1958, 1990-1993) 
71 Degrees North (2010-2011) 


A[edit] 


All Star Mr & Mrs (2008-2016) 

All Star Family Fortunes (2006-2015) 

Alphabetical (2016-2017) 

Above Suspicion (2009-2012) 

The Adventurer (1972-1973) 

The Adventures of Ellery Queen (1955-1956) 

The Adventures of the Scarlet Pimpernel (1956) 

The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (1984-1994) 

The Adventures of Sir Lancelot (1956-1957) 

The Adventures of Twizzle (1957-1959) 

The Adventures of William Tell (1958-1959) 

Agatha Christie's Marple (2004-2013) 

Agatha Christie's Poirot (1989-2013) 

American Dad! (2016-present) 

The Alan Titchmarsh Show (2007-2014) 

Ant & Dec's Push the Button (2010-2011) 

Ant & Dec's Saturday Night Takeaway (2002-2009 & 2013-2018, 2020-) 
Auf Wiedersehen, Pet (ITV 1983-1986, BBC One 2002-2004) 
The Avengers (1961-1969) 


Bledit] 


BBQ Champ (2015) 
Babushka (2017) 


Cledit] _ 


Bad Girls (ITV 1999-2006; repeated on ITV2 & ITV3 from (2010-2014) 

Bad Move (ITV 2017) 

Band of Gold (1995-1997) 

Barbara (1995-2003, still repeated on ITV3) 

Barney & Friends (1992-2010) 

The Baron (1966-1967) 

The Beachcomber (1962) 

Beadle's About (1986-1996) 

Bordertown (2016) 

Benidorm (2007-2018) 

The Benny Hill Show (BBC TV/ BBC One 1955-1968, ITV/Thames 1969-1989) 
Bigheads (2017) 

The Big Audition (2018) 

The Big Big Talent Show (1996-1997) 

The Big Match (1968-1992, ITV4 2008-present as The Big Match Revisited) 
The Bill (1983, 1984-2010, repeated on Drama) 

Birds of a Feather (BBC One 1989-1998, ITV 2014-present) 

A Bit of a Do (1989) 

Blankety Blank (BBC One 1979-1990 & 1997-1999, ITV 2001-2003) 

Billy Connolly: Journey to the Edge of the World (2009) 

Blind Date (1985-2003) 

Blockbusters (ITV 1983-1993, Sky One 1994, BBC 1997, Challenge 2012) 
Blues and Twos (ITV 1993-1998, UK Horizons 1999-2004, Bravo 2004-2006,Bravo2 
2006-2010,Really 2009) 

Bonkers (2007) 

Born to Shine (2011) 

Brideshead Revisited (1981) 

Britain's Best Dish (2007-2011) 

Britain's Brainiest Kid (2001-2002) 

Britain's Got Talent (ITV & ITV2 2007-present) 

Britannia High (2008) 

Broadchurch (2013-2017) 

The Buccaneers (1956-1957) 

Bullseye (1981-1995, revived on Challenge 2006, later revived for Gameshow 
Marathon 2005-2007) 


Cannonball (1958-1959) 

Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons (1967-1968, later repeated on BBC Two 1993- 
2008) 

Captain Star (1997-1998) 

Cash Cab UK (2005-2006) 

Cash Trapped (2016-present) 

Catchphrase (1986-2002, 2013-present) 

Celebrity (2000) 

Celebrity Juice (ITV2 2008-present) 

Celebrity Squares (1975-1979, 1993-1997, 2014-15) 


Chain Letters (1987-1997) 

Challenge Anneka (BBC One 1987-1995, ITV 2006-2007) 

The Champions (1968-1969) 

The Chase (2009-present) 

Cilla (2014) 

CITV (the block in ITV Breakfast; CITV got its own channel.) (CITV Weekday Block on 
ITV: 1983-2007, Weekend CITV 1983-present, CITV Channel 2006-present) 
The Cleveland Show (2016-present) 

Colonel March of Scotland Yard (1956-1957) 

The Colour of Money (2009) 

Coming Home (1998) 

Coronation Street (1960-present) 

The Count of Monte Cristo (1956) 

A Country Practice (various ITV regions between 1982 and 1999) 
Countrywise (2009-present) 

Court Martial (1966) 

Cracker (1993-1996 & 2006) 

The Cook Report (1987-1999) 

The Crezz (1976) 

Crossroads (1964-1988 & 2001-2003) 

The Cube (2009-2015) 

Culinary Genius (2017-present) 

Curry and Chips (1969) 


Diedit] 


The Daily Fable (2000) 

Dale's Supermarket Sweep (1993-2001 & 2007, revived in 2019 by Rylan Clark-Neal 
(ITV2)) 

Dance Dance Dance (2017) 

The Dance Years (2001) 

Dancing on Ice (2006-2014, 2018-present) 

Danger Man (1960-1968) 

Danger Mouse (ITV 1981-1992, BBC Two 2007-2009, CBBC 2015-present) 
Danger UXB (1979) 

The Darling Buds of May (1991-1993) 

Daybreak (1983, 2010-2014) 

Demons (2009) 

Department S (1969-1970) 

The Des O'Connor Show (1963-1973) 

Des O'Connor Tonight (BBC Two 1977-1982, ITV 1983-1999 & 2001-2002) 
Dickinson's Real Deal (2006-present) 

Dinosaur Britain (2015) 

Doc Martin (2004-present, repeated on ITV3) 

Doctor Finlay (1993-1996) 

Don't Ask Me Ask Britain (2017-present) 

Don't Drink the Water (1974-1975) 

Downton Abbey (2010-2015) 


e Duel (2008) 
e The Durrells (2016-present) 
e Duty Free (1984-1986, repeated on ITV3) 


E[edit] 


Echo Beach (2008) 

Edward & Mrs. Simpson (1978) 

Eleventh Hour (2006) 

Emergency - Ward 10 (1957-1967) 

Emmerdale (originated from ITV Yorkshire) (1972-present) 
Endeavour (2012-present) 

IBA Engineering Announcements (moved to Channel 4) 
Espionage (1963-1964) 

Eternal Law (2012) 

Everybody's Equal (1989-1991) 

Executive Stress (1986-1988) 

The Exit List (2012) 


F[edit] 


e Family Fortunes (1980-2002) 

e Family Guy (2016-present) 

e The Famous Five (1978-1979) 

e Ffizz (1987-1989) 

e Fierce (2016) 

e Fireball XL5 (1978-1979) 

e Food Glorious Food (2013) 
Footballers' Wives (2002-2006) 
Freeze Out (2015) 

The Forsyte Saga (2002) 

Four Feather Falls (1960) 

The Four Just Men (1959-1960) 
Foyle's War (2002-2015) 

Fraggle Rock (UK Version, 1983-1990) 
Friends (2019-present) 

From a Bird's Eye View (1970-1971) 


G[edit] 


The Gaffer (1981-1983) 

Game for a Laugh (ITV 1981-1985) 

The Gay Cavalier (1957) 

General Hospital (1972-1979) 

George and Mildred (1976-1979) 

Geronimo Stilton (1982-1987) 

e Gerry Anderson's New Captain Scarlet (ITV & CITV 2005-2006) 


Get a Grip (2007) 

Get Lost! (1981) 

Get Real (1998) 

Ghost Squad (1961-1964) 

e Gideon's Way (1965-1966) 

e Give Us A Clue (ITV 1979-1992, BBC One 1997) 

e Gladiators (ITV 1992-2000, Sky One 2008-2009) 

e Glitterball (2007) 

Golden Balls (2007-2009) 

The Golden Shot (1967-1975, later revived for Gameshow Marathon 2005-2007) 
Good Morning Britain (ITV 1984-1993, 2014-present) 
The Goodies (BBC Two 1970-1980, ITV 1981-1982) 
The Good Karma Hospital (2017-present) 
Grimefighters (2009-2012) 

The Grimleys (1999-2001) 

Grundy's Northern Pride (2007-2008) 


H[edit] 


e The Halcyon (2017) 

e Harry Hill's TV Burp (2002-2012) (repeats on Gold) 
e Harry Hill's Alien Fun Capsule (2017-present) 

e Heartbeat (1992-2010, still repeated on ITV3) 


Hell's Kitchen (2004-2009) 
Home and Away (ITV 1989-2000, Channel 5 2001-present) 
The Hot Desk (2007-2017) ITV2 

e Hot Metal (1986-1989) 

e Hot Money (2001) 

e House Gift (2009-2011) 

e House Guest (2008) 


I[edit] 


I'm a Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here! (ITV & ITV2 2002-present) 
The Informer (1966-1967) 

Interceptor (1989-1990) 

Interpol Calling (1959-1960) 

The Invisible Man (1958) 

ITV News (1955-present) 

ITV Nightscreen (1998-present) 

ITV Sport (ITV 1965-present, ITV4 2005-present) 

The /TV Telethons (ITV 1988-1992) 


Jledit] 


e Jackpot247 (2011-2019) 
e James Bond Jr. (1991) 


Jason King (1971-1972) 
eopardy! (ITV 1990-1993) 
Jeeves and Wooster (1990-1993) 
The Jeremy Kyle Show (2005-2019) 
e Japandemonium (2018) 
e Jericho (2005) 
e Jesus of Nazareth (1977) 
The Jewel in the Crown (1984) 
e The Job Lot (ITV 2013, ITV2 2014-2015) 
e Joe 90 (1968-1969, repeated on BBC One 1994) 
e Jonathan Dimbleby (1994-2005) 
e The Jonathan Ross Show (2011-present) 


"Judge Rinder" (2014-present) 
The Julie Andrews Hour (1972-1973) 


K[edit] 


Keith Lemon's Lemonaid (2012) 

Keith Lemon's Very Brilliant World Tour (2008) 
Keynotes (1989-1992) 

Kinvig (1981) 

The Kit Curran Radio Show (1984 - 1986) 

The Krypton Factor (1977-1995 & 2009-2010) 


L[edit] 


e The Labours of Erica (1989-1990) 

e Ladette to Lady (2005-2010) 

Lavender Castle (1999-2000) 

Lemon La Vida Loca (2012-2013) 

Let's Do Lunch with Gino & Mel (2011-2014) 

Little Big Shots (2017-present) 

Little Boy Blue (2017) 

London Bridge (1996-1999, only available in London region) 
London's Burning (1986-2002) 

Long Lost Family (2011-present) 

Loose Women (1999-present) 

Lorraine (2010-present, from 1987-1992 & 1993-2010; Lorraine Kelly worked for 
TVAM & GMTV on a number of shows) 

Lost in Austen (2008) 

Love Island (ITV & ITV2 2005-2006) 

Love Island (2015-present) 

Lucky Ladders (1988-1993) 


M[edit] 


e Madeline (1991) 


Magic Numbers (2010) 

Man in a Suitcase (1967-1968) 

Man of the World (1962-1963) 

May The Best House Win (2010-2013) 

e Men Behaving Badly (ITV 1991-1992, BBC 1993-1998) 

e Midsomer Murders (1997-present) 

e Minder (1979-1994, Channel 5 2009) 

e Monkey Trousers (2005) 

Monroe (2011-2012) 

Morecambe & Wise (ATV 1961-1968, BBC 1968-1977, Thames/ITV 1978-1983) 
The Movie Show on ITV2 (2011) 

Mr. Bean (1990-1995; Thames 1990-1993, Central 1993-1995) 

Mr Selfridge (2013-2016) 

Munch Bunch 

The Muppet Show (1976-1981) 

Murder, She Wrote (originally shown on ITV, repeated on BBC, ITV 2011-present) 


Nledit] 


Name That Tune (ITV 1976-1988, Channel 5 1997-1998) 
Nearest and Dearest (1968-1973) 

Network First (1994-1997) 

Never the Twain (1981-1991) 

The New Avengers (1976-1977) 

New Faces (1973-1978 & 1986-1988) 

The New Statesman 

e News Knight with Sir Trevor McDonald (2007) 
e Newzoids (2015-2016) 

e The Next Great Magician (2016) 

e Ninja Warrior UK (2015-present) 

The Nightly Show (2017) 

Night Shift (1992-1998) 


e Nightwatch with Steve Scott (2008-2010) 
e No Heroics (2008) 


The Noise (1996) 
Northanger Abbey (2007) 
Not with a Bang (1990) 


O.S.S. (1957-1958) 

Odd Man Out (1977) 

Odd One In (2010-2011) 

Oh, Mr. Toad (1990) 

Oliver Twist (1999) 

On the Buses (1969-1973) 

The Only Way Is Essex (ITV2 2010-2014, ITVBe 2014-present) 
Only When I Laugh (1979-1982) 


e Opportunity Knocks (ITV 1956-1978, BBC One 1987-1990) 
e Orson Welles' Great Mysteries (1973-1974) 
e Out of Step (1957) 


Pledit] 


P.O. W (2003) 

The Palace (2008) 

The Paper Lads (1977-1979) 

Parkinson (BBC One 1971-1982 & 1998-2004, ITV 2004-2007) 
The Passions of Girls Aloud (2008) 

Password 

Paul O'Grady: For the Love of Dogs (2012-present) 

Paul O'Grady Live (2010-2011) 

The Paul O'Grady Show (ITV 2004-2006 & 2013-2015, Channel 4 2006-2009) 
Penn & Teller: Fool Us (2011) 

The People Versus (2000-2001) 

The Persuaders! (1971-1972) 

Peter Andre: The Next Chapter (2009-2013) 

Piers Morgan's Life Stories (2009-present) 

The Piglet Files (1990-1992) 

The Planet's Funniest Animals (ITV & ITV2 1999-2008) 

Play to the Whistle (2015-2017) 

Play with Me Sesame (2002-2007) 

Play Your Cards Right (1980-1987, 1994-1999 & 2001-2003) 
Please Sir! (1968-1972) 

e Police Camera Action! (ITV & ITV4 1994-2010) 

Pop Idol ITV & ITV2 (2001-2003) 

e Popstar to Operastar (2010-2011) 

e Prehistoric Park (2006) 

Press Gang (1989-1993) 

The Price Is Right (ITV 1984-1988, 1995-2001 & 2006-2007, Sky One 1989-1991) 
Primeval (ITV 2007-2011, Watch 2011) 

Prisoner: Cell Block H (on various ITV regions between 1984 and 1999; later on 
Channel 5 from 1997 to 2001) 

The Prisoner (1967-1968, remake 2009) 

The Professionals (1977-1983) 

The Protectors (1972-1974) 

Pushing Dasies (2007-2009) 


Qledit] 


Quatermass (1979) 

Quayside (1997) 

Queenie's Castle (1970-1972) 
Quiet as a Nun (1978) 
Quizmania (2005-2007) 


R[edit] 


e Rainbow (1972-1991, 1994-1996) 

e Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased) (1969-1970, revived on BBC One with Vic Reeves & 
Bob Mortimer 2000-2001) 

Real Prison Breaks 

Red Heat 

Red or Black? (2011-2012) 

Return of the Saint (1978-1979) 

Richard Bacon's Beer & Pizza Club (\TV4 2010-2011) 

Rising Damp (1974-1978, repeated on ITV3) 

Robin of Sherwood (1984-1986) 

The Rockford Files (BBC One 1970-1997,2000-2006 ITV 1997-2000 Granada Plus 
2002-2004 BBC Two 2000-2006 ITV 2006-2010 repeated on ITV3) 

e The Royal (2003-2011, still repeated on ITV3) 

e The Ruffy-Tuff Show (2015-present; spinoff version of Saturday Night Takeaway) 
e Russian Roulette (2002-2003) 


S[edit] 


e The Saint (1962-1969) 

e Saint & Greavsie (1985-1992) 

e Sale of the Century (ITV 1971-1983, Sky One 1989-1991, Challenge 1997-1998) 
e Sapphire & Steel (1979-1982) 

e Scott & Bailey (2011-2016) 

e Seaway (1965-1966) 

e The Second Coming (2003) 

The Secret Service (1969) 

The Sentimental Agent (1963) 

Sesame Street (1969-present) 

Shillingbury Tales (1980-1981) 

Shirley's World (1972) 

Shortland Street 

Show Me The Funny (2011) 

Sing If You Can (2011) 

Sir Francis Drake (1961-1962) 

Soapstar Superstar (2006-2007) 

Sons and Daughters (on various ITV regions between 1983 and 1995; UK Gold: 1992 
to 1996; Channel 5: 1998 to 2005) 

Space: 1999 (1975-1977) 

Space Patrol (1963-1964) 

Space Precinct (2004-2009) (Also Shown Sky One) 

Spin Star (2008) 

Spitting Image (1984-1996) 

Splash! (2013-14) 

SpongeBob SquarePants (from Nickelodeon, shown on CITV) 
Squeak! (2003-2008; shown on CITV) 

e Stars In Their Eyes (1990-2006, 2015) 


Star Wars films (1977-2005, 2015-present) 
Stay Lucky (1989-1993) 

Staying Alive (1996-1997) 

Stingray (1964-1965, repeated on BBC Two 1990s-2000s) 
e Strange Report (1969-1970) 

e Strike It Lucky (1986-1994) 

e Strike It Rich (1996-1999) 

e Supercar (1961-1962) 

Surprise Surprise (1974-2015) 

Survivor (2001-2002) 

The Sweeney (1975-1978) 

Sword of Freedom (1958-1961) 


Tledit] 


Tales From The Crypt 

Take Me Out (2010-present) 

Take The High Road (1980-2003) 

Take Your Pick (1955-1968 & 1992-1998) 

Tales of the Unexpected (1979-1988) 

Talking Telephone Numbers (1994-1997) 

Terrahawks (1983-1986) 

Thank God You're Here (2008) 

That Sunday Night Show (2010-2011) 

That's Love (1988-1992) 

This Is Tom Jones (1969-1971) 

This Morning (1988-present) 

Thomas the Tank Engine (1984-2004, 2013-present) 
Through the Keyhole (ITV 1987-1995 & 2013-present, Sky One 1996, BBC 1997- 
2008) 

Thunderbirds (ITV 1965-1966, BBC Two 1991-2009, 2014-present) 
The Tomorrow People (1973-1979, revival 1992-1995) 
Tipping Point (2012-present) 

Tonight (1999-present) 

Torchy the Battery Boy (1960-1961) 

A Touch of Frost (1992-2010, still repeated on ITV & ITV3) 
Tripper's Day (1984) 

The Trisha Show (ITV 1999-2004, Channel 5 2005-2009) 
The Two of Us (1986-1990) 


Uledit] 


UFO (1970-1971) 

Ultimate Force (2002-2008, repeated on ITV4 & CBS Action) 
University Challenge (ITV 1962-1987, BBC Two 1994-present) 
Upstairs, Downstairs (ITV 1971-1975; remake, BBC One 2010-2012) 
Used Car Roadshow (2005-2007) 


V[edit] 


e Van der Valk (1972-1977 & 1991-1992) 
e The Vault (2002-2004) 
e Vera (2011-present) 

The Vice (1999-2003) 

Vicious (2013-2016) 


e A Village Affair 
e Vincent (2005-2006) 


Vital Signs (2006) 
The Voice UK (BBC One 2012-2016; 2017-present) 
The Voice Kids (2017-present) 


Wliedit] 


Warren United (ITV4 2014) 

Wheel of Fortune (1988-2001) 

The Wheels on the Bus (2006-present) 

Whiplash (1960-1961) 

Whitechapel (2009-2013) 

Who Dares, Sings! (2008) 

Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? (1998-2014, 2018-present) 

The Whole 19 Yards (2010) 

e Whoops Apocalypse (1982) 

e Wild at Heart (2006-2012) 

e Will Shakespeare (1978) 

e Win, Lose or Draw (1990-2004) 

e Without Motive (2000-2001) 

e The Wombles (BBC Two 1973-1975, 1977-2002, 2013-present ITV 1974-2009, 
2013-present Channel 4 1982-2004, 2013-present) 

e World in Action (1963-1998) 

e WYycliffe (1994-1998) 


X[edit] 


e The X Factor (ITV & ITV2 2004-present) 
e The XYY Man (1976) 


Y[edit] 


e Yakari (1960-1970) 

e Yanks Go Home (1976-1977) 

e Yellowthread Street (1990) 

e You Bet! (1988-1997) 

e You Don't Know You're Born (2007) 


e Young Sherlock: The Mystery of the Manor House (1982) 
e You're Only Young Twice (1977-1981) 


e Your Face Sounds Familiar (2013) 
e You've Been Framed! (1990-present) 
e Yus, My Dear (1976) 


Zledit] 


Zevo-3 (1989-1998) 

The Zodiac Game (1984-1986) 
Zoe Ball on... (2018-present) 
The Zone (2012-present) 

The Zoo Gang (1974) 

Zoo Vet at Large (1965) 
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by ITV2 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This is a list of television programmes broadcast by British television channel ITV2. 


Current programming[edit] 
Original programming[edit] 


Celebability (2017-present) 

Celebrity Juice (2008-present) 

FYI Daily (2010-present) 

The Hot Desk (2007-present) 

Ibiza Weekender (2015-present) 

I'm a Celebrity: Extra Camp (2002-present) 

Love Island (civilian series) (2015-present) 

Plebs (2013-present) 

Singletown (2019-present) 

Supermarket Sweep (2019-present) 

Take Me Out: The Gossip (2012-2013; 2015-present) 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records (2012-present) 


Programming from other ITV channels[edit] 


Ant & Dec's Saturday Night Takeaway (2002-2009; 2013-present) 
BRIT Awards (1999-present) 

Britain's Got Talent (2007-present) 

British Soap Awards (1999-present) 

Catchphrase (2013-present) 

Coronation Street" (1998-present) 


Dancing on Ice (2006-2014, 2018-present) 

Dinner Date (ITV: 2010-2014, ITVBe: 2014-present) 
Emmerdale» (1998-present) 

Harry Hill's Alien Fun Capsule (201 7-present) 

I'm a Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here! (2002-present) 
In for a Penny (2018-present) 

ITV Nightscreen (1998-present) 

ITV Specials (2007-present) 

Judge Rinder (2014-present) 

National Television Awards (1999-present) 

Ninja Warrior UK (2015-present) 

Piers Morgan's Life Stories (2009-present) 

Soccer Aid (2006-present) 

Take Me Out (2010-present) 

The Voice Kids UK (2017-present) 

The Voice UK (2017-present) 

The X Factor (2004-present) 

Through the Keyhole (2013-present) 

Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? (1998-2014, 2018-present) 
You've Been Framed! (Harry Hill era) (2004-present) 


Imported programming[edit] 


American Dad! (2016-present) 

The Cleveland Show (2016-present) 

The Ellen DeGeneres Show (2016-present) 

Family Guy (2016-present) 

Hell's Kitchen (U.S.) 

Two and a Half Men (Seasons 9-12 only)£2 (2014-present) 
The Vampire Diaries (2010-2017) 


Former programming/[edit] 


(+) indicates an ITV2 original commission 


@elevenish (2016) 

2DTV (2001-2004) 

3rd Rock from the Sun (2004-2005) 

60 Minute Makeover (2004-2005) 

71 Degrees North (2010-2011) 

1000 Heartbeats (2015-2016) 

2006 Greatest Hits 

666 Park Avenue (2013) 

A Touch of Frost (1998-2004) (Repeats on ITV3) 
Agatha Christie's Poirot (1998-2004) (Repeats on ITV3) 
Airline UK (repeats shown on Pick TV) 

Airline USA (repeats shown on Sky 1) 

All Star Cup (2006) 

All Star Family Fortunes (2006-2015) 


All Star Mr & Mrs (2008-2016) 

The Almost Impossible Gameshow (2015-2016) 
American Idol (2002-2012) (moved to 5* and 4Music) 
America's Got Talent (2007-2014) (moved to TruTV) 
An Audience with... (1998-2006) (Repeats on ITV3 and ITV4) 
Animal Practice (2013) 

Animals Do the Funniest Things (1999-2011) 
Ant & Dec's Push the Button (2010-2011) 
Aussie Ladette to Lady 

Australian Princess (2006-2007) 

Bad Girls (1999-2006) 

Baywatch (1999-2000) 

BAFTA TV Awards (1999-2006) 

Bromans (2017) (+) 

Beat the Star (2008-2009) 

Beat TV(2012) (+) 

Beauty and the Geek 

Ben and Kate (2013) 

Benidorm (2007-2018) 

Best Ever Ads 2 

The Big Fight Live (1998-2005) 

The Big Reunion (2013-2014) 

Big Rich Texas 

The Biggest Loser (2009-2012) 

The Bill (1998-2000) 

Bionic Woman (2008) 

Blind Date (1998-2003) 

Blind Date: Kiss and Tell (2002-2003) 

Britain's Got More Talent (2007-2019 (+) 
Britain's Sexiest (2002) 

Bognor or Bust (2004) 

Born to Shine (2011) 

Bordertown (2016) 

Bromans (2017) 

Catchphrase (1999-2000) 

CD: UK (1998-2006) 

CelebAir (2008) (+) 

Celebrities Exposed (2003-2005) 

The Celebrity Awards 

Celebrity Fit Club (2002-2006) 

Celebrity Wrestling (2005) 

Celebrity Wrestling: Bring it On (2005) (+) 

The Club (2003) 

Club Reps (2001-2004) (repeats shown on Pick TV) 
Cockroaches (2015) (+) 

Coleen's Real Women (2008) (+) 

The Colour of Money (2009) 

Comedy Cuts (2007-2008) (+) 


Crazy Beaches (+) 

The Crocodile Hunter Diaries (2002-2009) 

Creature Comforts (2003-2009) 

Crossroads (1998-2003) 

The Cube (2009-2015) 

Dads (2014) 

Dale's Supermarket Sweep (1999-2000) (Repeats on Challenge TV) 
Dancing on Ice Defrosted (2006-2007) 

Deadline (2007) (+) 

Demons (2009) 

Dinner Date (Australia) (2012-2014) 

Don't Try This at Home (1998-2001) 

Duel (2008) 

Educating Joey Essex (2014-2016) (+) 

ElimiDate (2002) 

Entourage (moved to Sky Atlantic) 

The Exclusives (2012) 
Fake Reaction (2013-2014) ( 
Family Fortunes (1999-2000) 
The Fashion Show (2008) (+) 
Fearne and... (2009-2010) (+) 

Felicity 

FM (2009) (+) 

Footballers' Wives: Extra Time (2005-2006) (+) 

Fool Britannia (2012-2013) 

Formula One (1999-2005) (now shown on Channel 4 and Sky Sports F1) 
Freshers (+) 

Gameshow Marathon (2005-2007) 

Generation Excess 

Ghosthunting With... (2006-2011) (+) 

Give Your Mate a Break (1999) 

Gladiators (1999-2000) 

Gladiators: Train 2 Win (1999) 

Gossip Girl (2007-2012) 

Girlfriends (2012-2013) (+) 

Glitchy (2015) (+) 

Grammy Awards (until 2011) 

Grease Is The Word (2007) 

Greased Lightning (2007) (+) 

Grimefighters (repeats shown on ITV and ITV4) 

The Grimleys (1999-2001) (Repeats on ITV3) 

Grudge Match (2000) 

Haunted Homes 

Harry Hill's TV Burp (2001-2012) 

Headcases (2008) 

Heartbeat (1998-2000) (Repeats on ITV3) 

Hell's Kitchen UK (2004-2009) 

Hell's Kitchen UK: Extra Portions (2004-2009) (+) 


+) 


Help! I Caught It Abroadt 

Henry VIII (2003) 

Hit Me Baby One More Time (2005) 

Holiday Airport 

Holiday Showdown (2003-2009) 

Home and Away (1998-2000) (Now Shown on FIVE) 
Homes from Hell 

l'm a Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here! USA (2003, 2009) 
| Wanna Marry "Harry" 

In the Studio 

The Incredible Hulk (2000-2002) 

The Impressionable Jon Culshaw (2004) 

Inspector Morse (1998-2004) (Repeats on ITV3) 
ITV at the Movies (2005-2010) 

ITV's Best Ever Ads 

ITV's 50 Greatest Shows 

lack Osbourne: Adrenaline Junkie (2005-2009) (+) 
Jedward: Let Loose (2010) (+) 

The Jeremy Kyle Show (2005-2019) 

The Jeremy Kyle Show (U.S.; now shown on ITVBe) 
The Jerry Springer Show (1998-2004) 

The Job Lot"?! (2014-2015) (+) 

Judge Judy (1998-2013) (repeats shown on ITV3) 
Junior Eurovision Song Contest (2003-2005) 
junior Eurovision Song Contest: The British Final (2004-2005) 
The Justin Lee Collins Show (2009) (+) 

Katie & Peter (2004-2009) (+) 

Katy Brand Versus (+) 

Katy Brand's Big Ass Show (2007-2009) (+) 

Keep it in the Family (2014-2015) 

The Keith & Paddy Picture Show (2017-2018) 

The Keith Lemon Sketch Show (2015-2016) (+) 
Keith Lemon: Coming in America (2018) 

Keith Lemon's LemonAid (2012) 

Keith Lemon's Very Brilliant World Tour (2008) (+) 
Kerry Katona: The Next Chapter (2010-2011) (+) 
Kids Say the Funniest Things (1999-2001) 


Ladette to Lady 
Late Show with David Letterman 


Laura, Ben and Him (+) 

Lemon La Vida Loca (2012-2013) (+) 

Life's Funniest Moments 

Liverpool 1 (1998-2000) 

Lip Service (2006) (+) 

Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman 
Love Island (celebrity series)(2005-2006) 

Love Island: Aftersun (2005-2006) (+) 

Love in the Wild 


The Luvvies (2003-2004) 

The Magaluf Weekender (2013-2014) (+) 
Man'O'Man (1998-1999) 

...Mania (1999-2006) 

The Marriage Ref (2011) 

Mark Wright's Hollywood Nights (2012) (+) 

MC Hammer's Big Shot Academy 

Midsomer Murders (1999-2004) (Repeats on ITV3) 
Million Dollar Babes 

Millionaire Matchmaker 

Miss World 2001 

Mr. Bean (1990-1995) (repeats shown on ITV4) 
Mr Right (2002) 

Mom (2014-2017) 

Mopatop's Shop (Shown As part of CITV2, 1999-2005) 
Models, Misfits & Mayhem (2011) 

The Montel Williams Show 

The Movie Show on ITV2 (2011) 

Nanny 911 (2004-2012) 

National Movie Awards (2007-2011) 

National Music Awards (2002-2003) 

Night and Day (2001-2003) 

No Heroics (2008) (+) 

Odd One In (2010-2011) 

The Office (U.S.; now shown on Comedy Central) 
Office Monkeys (+) 

Olly: Life on Murs (2012) (+) 

The Only Way Is Essex (2010-2013; now shown on ITVBe) (+) 
Orange Playlist (2004-2007) 

Paris Hilton's British Best Friend (2009) (+) 

Paris Hilton's My New BFF (2008-2009) 

Party Wright Around the World (+) 

The Passions of Girls Aloud (2008) (+) 

Penn & Teller: Fool Us 

Peter Andre: My Life (+) 

Peter Andre's Bad Boyfriend Club (+) 

The Planet's Funniest Animals 

PokerFace (2006-2007) 

Pop Idol (2001-2003) 

Pop Idol Extra (2001-2003) (+) 

Popstars (2001) 

Popstars Extra (2001) (+) 

Popstars: The Rivals (2002) 

Popstars: The Rivals Extra (2002) (+) 

Primeval (2007-2011) 

The Princes Trust 30th Birthday Concert Live (2006) 
The Princes Trust 30th Birthday Concert: Access All Areas (2006) (+) 
Psych (2013-2014) 


The Reading Festival (2004-2005) 

The Real Housewives of Atlanta (now shown on ITVBe) 
The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills (now shown on ITVBe) 
The Real Housewives of D.C. (now shown on ITVBe) 

The Real Housewives of Orange County (now shown on ITVBe) 
The Real Housewives of New Jersey (now shown on ITVBe) 
The Real Housewives of New York City 

The Real Housewives of Vancouver (now shown on ITVBe) 
Reality Bites (2015) (+) 

Rebus (1998-2000) 

Release the Hounds (+) (2013-2018) 

The Record of the Year (1998-2005) 

The Record of the Year: Celebrity Choice (2003/4) (+) 
The Record of the Year: Downloaded (2005) (+) 

Ricki Lake 

Royal Pains (2013-2014) 

Safeword (2015-2016) 

Sally 

The Saturdays: 24/7 (2010) (+) 

Scorpion (2014-2016) 

Secret Diary of a Call Girl (2007-2011) (+) 

Slap Bang with Ant & Dec (2001) 

SMTV Live (1998-2003) 

Smallville (Seasons 1-4 repeats) 

Soap Fever (1998-2002) (+) 

Soapstar Superstar (2006-2007) 

Soapstar Superstar: Bonus Tracks (2006-2007) (+) 

The South Bank Show (now shown on Sky Arts) 

Space Precinct (2004 2009) 

Spin City (2004-2005) 

Stars In Their Eyes (1999-2006) 

Sunset Beach (1999-2000) 

Supernatural (2005-2009) (moved to Sky Living, then E4) 
Surface (2006) 

Survival of the Fittest (2018) (+) 

Switch (2012) (+) 

Taggart (1998-2000) (Repeats on Drama & Alibi) 

Text Santa (2011-2015) 

Thank God You're Here (2008) (+) 

That's What I Call Television (2007) 

This Morning, This Afternoon (1999-2001) 

Tickled Pink (2005) 

Tom Daley Goes Global (2014) (+) 

Top Dog Model! (2012) 

Trevor McDonald Meets (1998-2001) (+) 

Tricked (2013-2016) (+) 

Trinity (2009) (+) 

Trisha (1998-2004) 


TV OD (2014) (+) 

UEFA Champions League (1999-2005) (now shown on BT Sport) 
UK Radio Aid (2005) (+) 

Unlikely Lovers 

e Up All Night (2013) 

e Viewer of the Year (2006) 

e Viral Tap (2014) (+) 

e Westlife: She's the One (2004) 

What Katie Did Next (2009-2010) (+) (moved to Sky Living as Katie) 
Wish You Were Here...? (1998-2001) 

With a Little Help from My Friends (2004-2005) 

Who's Doing the Dishes? (2014-2018) 

The Whole 19 Yards (2010) 

Winners & Losers 

World of Chat 

The Xtra Factor (2004-2016) (+) 

The X Factor USA (2011-2013) 

You've Been Framed! (Jeremy Beadle era) (1998-1999) 

You've Been Framed! (Lisa Riley era) (1998-2003) 

You've Been Framed! (Jonathan Wilkes era) (2003-2004) 


Notes[edit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:? £ Repeats and omnibus editions. 
2. ^ Seasons 1-10 only. 
3. ^ First series aired on ITV in 2013. 


References[edit] 


See also[edit] 


e ITV (TV network) 

e ITV2 

e List of television programmes broadcast by ITV 
e List of programmes broadcast by CITV 
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ITV News 


uw NEWS 


Type Television news 


Genre National and international news 
Founded 22 September 1955 (as ITN) 
Founder Independent Television Authority 


Headquarters London 


England 


Area served United Kingdom 


Key people Michael Jermey 
(ITV Director of News & Current Affairs); 
Guy Phillips 
(Editor, ITV News regions); 
Geoff Hill” 
(Editor) 


Parent ITN, ITV plc 


Divisions ITV Regional News 


Website itv.com/news 


ITV News is the branding of news programmes on the British television network ITV. 
ITV has a long tradition of television news. Independent Television News (ITN) was 
founded to provide news bulletins for the network in 1955, and has since continued to 
produce all news programmes on ITV. The channel's news coverage has won awards 
from the Royal Television Society, Emmy Awards and BAFTAs. Between 2004 and 2008, 
the /TV Evening News held the title of "RTS News Programme of the Year". The 

flagship /TV News at Ten has won numerous BAFTA awards, and also being named "RTS 
News Programme of the Year" in 2011 and 2015. 


ITV News has the second-largest television news audience in the United Kingdom, 
second only to BBC News (and followed by other broadcasters such as Sky 

News, Channel 4 News and 5 News). However, its £43 million?! annual news budget is 
dwarfed by that of the publicly funded BBC, which spends £89.5 million annually on 
news-gathering, plus a further £23.1 million on its rolling news channel. 


Initially, all national news programmes on ITV carried ITN's own brand. As the ITV 
network consolidated from the mid 1990s onwards, ITN branding of news programmes 
was eventually dropped in March 1999 following the introduction of the ITV News brand. 
ITN remains the producer of all the national ITV News programmes. 


History[edit] 
September 1955 to July 1967[edit] 


The original ITN logo, as used between 1955 and 1969 


ITN was set up by the Independent Television Authority to provide a new type of news 
service for the upcoming commercial television service Independent Television (ITV). 
Both ITN and ITV were launched on 22 September 1955, and the news service 
immediately broke new ground by introducing in-vision newscasters and reporter 
packages (incidentally, the first roster of regular ITN newscasters and reporters included 
marathon runner Christopher Chataway, Robin Day, and Reginald Bosanquet). The 
unique, probing reporting style of Robin Day caused shock among politicians, finding 
themselves questioned continually for information - this had never been the case with 
the BBC. ITN also boasted the first British female newsreader, Barbara Mandell, in 1956. 
Into the 1960s, reporters such as George Ffitch, Alastair Burnet, Gordon 

Honeycombe, Huw Thomas and Sandy Gall emerged as aspiring newscasters, under the 
leadership of editor Geoffrey Cox. 


The original ITN logo, featuring a large "T" flanked either side by "I" and "N" (all encased 
within an outlined circle), was used from 1955 up to 1970. The original ITN theme tune 
was an excerpt of Non-Stop, a piece of light music composed by John Malcolm, used 
from 1955 up to 1982. As the years went on, full-length ITN news programmes were 
launched with their own theme music and particular branding (first News at Ten, 

then First Report, and finally News at 5.45), meaning that by its end, Non-Stop was only 
in use on generic news bulletins mainly at weekends. 


July 1967 to January 1991[edit] 


In 1967, ITN editor Geoffrey Cox suggested launching a half-hour news bulletin for ITV, 
every weeknight. ITV executives, however, were sceptical of that idea, because it was 
thought that viewers would not want a full 30 minutes of news every Monday to Friday 
(there had only been one half-hour news programme in Britain previously - 

BBC2's Newsroom, launched in 1964). However, the idea was approved on the condition 
it ran for a 13-week trial, and News at Ten was born on 3 July 1967. ITN's head 
newscasters - Alastair Burnet, Andrew Gardner, and George Ffitch - presented the 

first News at Ten, and the bulletin became so popular with viewers that it was kept in 
the schedules after its initial 13 weeks. The programme's titles used an excerpt of The 


Awakening, a piece of dramatic music composed by Johnny Pearson. The famous chimes 
of the Westminster Clock Tower - affectionately known as the bongs - separated each 
headline as it was read out. The early opening title sequences were simplistic; for the 
first two years, the ITN symbol faded into a wide studio shot showing the two 
newscasters at the desk, with the caption News at 10. Then, in 1970, a new title 
sequence was introduced: a slow pan of the Houses of Parliament was followed by a 
sharp zoom into the face of "Big Ben" showing the time of 22:00. The text "Independent 
Television News" was shown at the start of the sequence, followed by the individual 
words "NEWS", "at" and "TEN", which appeared in time to the title music. The sequence 
was amended a year later to feature the new ITN logo at the beginning. The logo, 
introduced in 1970, was a simple sans-serif outline of the phrase "ITN". The basic 
concept of the logo remains today. 


A still from an early News at Ten opening sequence from c. 1969. 


On 16 October 1972, a twenty-minute lunchtime bulletin was introduced into the ITV 
schedule - First Report, which was hosted by Robert Kee and ran from 12:40 to 13:00. 
This was followed on 6 September 1976 by the introduction of a new evening bulletin, 
the News at 545, which ran from 17:45 to 18:00; Michael Nicholson and Leonard 
Parkin alternated in the newscaster chair. By this time, with three regular ITN bulletins 
throughout the day - and each having their own look and specially composed music - 
the original ITN Non-Stop theme music was only seen on generic summaries and 
weekend bulletins. In 1982, it was finally replaced with a synthesised alternative. 


First Report was moved to 13:00 and retitled News at One in 1976; Leonard Parkin 

and Peter Sissons alternated in the presenter's chair. Michael Nicholson continued as 
main newscaster of the News at 545, with Martyn Lewis replacing Parkin as the relief 
presenter. In 1986, Nicholson left newscasting to return to war reporting and was 
replaced by Alastair Stewart. Leonard Parkin retired in 1987, and Peter Sissons became 
a main newscaster for ITN's Channel 4 News (before moving to the BBC in 1989) - it was 
at this point that the programme revamped. It was moved to 12:30, and appropriately 
became the News at 12:30. Julia Somerville joined ITN from the BBC's Nine O'Clock 
News to host the new programme, with John Suchet and Jon Snow acting as relief 
presenters. In 1988, the programme returned to its original slot and once again became 
the News at One; the presenting line-up remained unchanged. In 1989, Somerville left 
the programme to become a main presenter of News at Ten, leaving Suchet to become 
the main lunchtime newscaster - the programme was revamped once more. In 1991, 
the programme moved back to the 12:30 slot, but retained the studio setting. In 1993, 
graphics were relaunched to bring it in line with other ITN news bulletins. 


News at 545 was replaced by the News at 540 in 1989 (following the introduction of 
the ITV National Weather forecast), and a new presenting team was formed 
comprising Carol Barnes, Nicholas Owen, Trevor McDonald, Fiona Armstrong, and 
Alastair Stewart. The programme lasted until March 1992 when it was renamed and 
relaunched, in line with other ITN bulletins. 


News at Ten continued to rate as the most popular news programme on television. In 
1988, the programme launched specially made opening titles featuring a computer 
generated travel through London, up the River Thames until the camera stops at the 
"Big Ben" clockface. 


ITN's regular newscasting team in the 1980s included Alastair Burnet, Sandy Gall, 
Leonard Parkin, Alastair Stewart, Trevor McDonald, Julia Somerville, Carol Barnes, Fiona 
Armstrong, John Suchet, Nicholas Owen, and a host of well-known reporters and 
correspondents. 


January 1991 to February 2004 [edit] 


In 1991, ITN moved into its new building at Gray's Inn Road, London (previously owned 
by The Sunday Times). From this year, ITN news programmes revamped and moved to 
be presented from the ITV newsroom, foremostly to show the impressive atrium in the 
newly purchased headquarters - with the exception of the lunchtime programme which 
continued with its own studio and music, but took on elements of the new revamp - 
such as the serif font style newly introduced for ITN bulletins. The News at 

12:30 bulletin itself was renamed the Lunchtime News in 1992. The main lunchtime 
newscasters between 1992 and 1995 were Nicholas Owen and Carol Barnes. Dermot 
Murnaghan, Sonia Ruseler and Julia Somerville acted as relief newscasters until 1995, 
when Murnaghan and Somerville became the bulletin's regular newscasters. 


News at 540 was renamed the Early Evening News on 2 March 1992 and presented from 
the ITV newsroom adjacent to the ITN atrium. John Suchet was the main newscaster for 
the Early Evening News, and relief presenters included Carol Barnes, Nicholas Owen and 
Dermot Murnaghan. 


News at Ten underwent a revamp on 9 November 1992 after the departures of 
newscasters Alastair Burnet (in August 1991) and Sandy Gall (in early 1992, though he 
did remain at ITN filing special war reports for News at Ten). A new set was created for 
the programme, featuring television monitors, a large video screen, and a curved desk 
with "News at Ten" inscribed into it. Trevor McDonald became the sole newscaster of 
the programme. John Suchet, Dermot Murnaghan, and Julia Somerville were relief 
presenters for the bulletin. Initially, the new-look News at Ten was presented from the 
same studio as the Early Evening News, adjacent to the ITV newsroom. 


In 1995, all ITN programmes relaunched with a unified look, using blue colours (the 
corporate colour of ITN at the time). A new set was created in the former Early Evening 
News studio, adjacent to the atrium and next to the ITV newsroom. The glass walls were 
coated in semi-transparent blue perspex; the left wall looked onto the lobby of ITN's 
building, whilst the right showed the busy atmosphere of the ITV newsroom. Different 
variations on the theme music distinguished the main bulletins. Design firm Lambie- 
Nairn devised the new look, which saw special arrangements of the famous News at 
Ten music being used for the other bulletins (as composed by Dave Hewson). 


1999 saw the biggest and largest change to news bulletins on ITV. On 8 March 1999, all 
ITN programmes were rebranded under the name /TV News. Under the leadership 

of Granada chairman Charles Allen, the channel also controversially decided to axe the 
flagship News at Ten bulletin. Replacing the 22:00 bulletin (and in turn the old 

17:40 News at 540) as the flagship ITN programme was the /TV Evening News at 18:30 
(fronted by Trevor McDonald). The /7V Nightly News was also introduced, presented by 
Dermot Murnaghan and airing at 23:00 every weeknight. However, the loss of News at 
Ten was a massive blow to both ITV and ITN. By the start of the year 2000, viewing 
figures for news programmes on ITV had dropped by about a million viewers due to the 


loss of the 22:00 bulletin. The regulating ITC ordered ITV to perform a review of the new 
news time slots and whether or not they were working. There was much opposition 
towards ITV from the viewing public, politicians such as Gerald Kaufman, former ITN 
faces including editor Nigel Ryan and newscaster Alastair Burnet, and some of ITN's 
then-current staff including political editor Michael Brunson. After a lengthy battle with 
the ITC, a half-hearted /TV News at Ten was introduced (hosted by McDonald) in January 
2001, although as part of the agreement, the bulletin was only shown at 22:00 for 3 
days a week to accommodate other programming. The programme returned with a 
massive 8 million viewers, but figures soon fell drastically. Cashing in on the 1999 loss 
of News at Ten, BBC director-general Greg Dyke announced that the Nine O'Clock 
News would be moved to 22:00. Whereas the 2001 /7V News at Ten was at 22:00 for 
only three nights a week, the BBC's Ten O'Clock News was a firm fixture at ten for six 
nights a week. ITV rarely started this incarnation of News at Ten on time; time starts 
ranging from 21:55 to 22:10 led to the programme being disparaged as "News at 
When?" and viewers soon switched to the BBC. Also in 2001, the ITN name was 
removed from the voiceovers at the start of bulletins and reporter name-checks. The 
ITN name and logo is now only seen on the production slide, and is only used in ITV 
bulletins when referring to footage shot by ITN camera teams working for other clients 
(for example: the ITN name is used when both News at Ten and Channel 4 

News broadcast the same piece of footage). 


With the outbreak of warfare in Iraq in 2003, ITV replaced the /TV News at Ten with a 
special 45-minute-long /TV News at Nine every Monday to Friday, hosted by Trevor 
McDonald in Kuwait City and John Suchet in the ITV News studio in London. The News at 
Nine proved to be very popular, reaching 9.1 million viewers on the first night in 
comparison to the 5 to 6 million for the BBC's late evening news. The /7V Evening 
News was extended to 60 minutes, and various ITV news specials ran throughout the 
schedules. A simulcast of the ITV News Channel aired from 00:00 to 05:30 every night 
on ITV1. ITN also managed to persuade big name newscasters to return to the 
organisation to present the special war coverage on ITV: Alastair Stewart, Carol 

Barnes, Angela Rippon, Jon Nicholson and Anne Leuchars were all back presenting news 
bulletins and regular slots on the ITV News Channel. 


February 2004 to January 2008[edit] 


An example of the standing-up presentation discontinued from 2009 - Geraint Vincent presenting 
an edition of the /TV Evening News in late 2008 


Since 2004, ITV plc's 40% stake in ITN has been held as part of (and the company's ITV 
News operations integrated into) the ITV News Group. The ITV News Group also 
comprises the ITV regions in England, Wales, Northern Ireland and the Channel Islands, 
as well as ITV Sport. Its director is Michael Jermey, formerly a programme editor with 
ITN. 


On 2 February 2004, ITV News unveiled a £1 million virtual studio, with a rounded green 
screen (the set was nicknamed the "Theatre of News") for presenters to stand up in 


front of and present graphics to viewers. As part of the revamp, the /7V News at 

Ten was axed due to low ratings and replaced with the News at Ten Thirty, hosted once 
again by McDonald (from Monday-Thursday), and by Mark Austin on Fridays. The new 
programme did not fare any better in the ratings; News at Ten had once gained 
audiences of 10 million or more, though the News at Ten Thirty now struggled to reach 
2 million viewers on any one night (though the flagship /7V Evening News regularly 
attracted audiences of around 6 million). In addition, ITV abandoned its 24-hour news 
channel towards the end of 2005, saying it was not "commercially viable". The ITV News 
Channel was replaced by men's channel ITV4 and the recently relaunched CITV channel 
in March 2006. 


On 16 January 2006, to reflect the launch of the new ITV logo, ITV News revamped with 
a teal-coloured look. The music was remixed to become slightly 'heavier', and new 
opening titles were made based around the famous Big Ben clock face (see right). A 
specially made VR view of the ITN atrium now adorned the "Theatre of News" screen (an 
earlier version had been used for ITV's E/ection 2005 a year previously). In November 
2006, the teal-colours of the name-strap designs and other on-screen graphics - 
including the atrium design - were replaced with blue. The teal-coloured opening titles 
and stings remained unchanged. 


In April 2007 ITN announced that ITV had awarded it a 6-year contract to produce ITV 

News, at a cost of £250 million.“ However, ITN announced that the new budget meant it 
would have to cut staff despite already operating on a smaller budget than its two main 
rivals BBC News and Sky News.‘ 


On 2 December 2007, ITV News and the ITV regional newsrooms switched from the 
traditional 4:3 format to 16:9 widescreen. 


January 2008 to November 2009[edit] 


In 2007, ITV plc's newly appointed chairman Michael Grade was reported as saying that 
the axing of the original News at Ten was "the worst mistake ITV ever made"; not long 
afterwards, plans were made for the famous bulletin to return to ITV. News at 

Ten returned on 14 January 2008, with a revised version of the original theme tune, 
presented by Trevor McDonald (temporarily, until November of that year, after which 
point Mark Austin took over) and former Sky News presenter Julie Etchingham. The 
studio contained a VR view over night-time London (with an outline of the Big Ben 
clockface superimposed on top), with dark blue and black being the primary colour 
scheme; VR glass 'sheets' also provided News at Ten logos on them. 


In 2007, The Guardian reported that ITV planned to take its news output "back to 
basics" by paring back graphics and having newscasters adopt a more formal style of 
presenting from behind the desk instead of standing up.™ This was confirmed when, on 
9 February 2009, ITN refreshed ITV News to bring it more in line with the News at 

Ten studio set. All news bulletins began to be presented from behind a desk; a VR view 
over London appeared as the backdrop (different coloured versions were used 
depending on the time of day). Continuing the cohesive look across all programmes, VR 
glass screens also appeared in the studio to provide graphics and live links with 
correspondents and reporters. Almost all of the teal-coloured graphics of 2006 were 
replaced with reworked blue versions to provide some consistency with the rest of the 
ITV News look, but the teal clockface opening animation remained on the ITV News- 
branded bulletins. Jib camera pans across the studio replaced the previous title 
sequence; these shots were pre-recorded 10 to 15 minutes before transmission, 
because it is a difficult shot to achieve and cannot be done if other studio cameras are 
already in place. 


In July 2009, to coincide with the 40th anniversary of the NASA moon landings, ITN 
produced five special 10-minute programmes for ITV titled Mission to the Moon - News 
from 1969. The programmes took the form of news bulletins, reporting on the day's 
events of 1969. John Suchet, a former ITN newscaster, was the presenter of these 
specials; he was aided by a team of correspondents including Andrea Catherwood (who 
had left ITV News in 2006) and Peter Snow, who was an ITN newscaster and 
correspondent between 1962 and 1979. The first Mission to the Moon programme aired 
at 22:35 on ITV on Wednesday 15 July and continued the following Thursday, Friday, 
Sunday and Monday (Friday in Scotland, on STV). 


In August 2009, it was announced that after 16 years co-hosting London Tonight, 
Alastair Stewart was to leave the regional magazine programme to become the main 
co-anchor of the /TV Evening News. Mark Austin concentrates his energies on News at 
Ten but continues to present some editions of the 18:30 bulletin. It was also revealed 
that, following his successful stint as presenter of E/ection Night Live: America 

Decides in 2008, Stewart was to present the ITN/ITV coverage of the UK general 
election in 2010. 


The semi-circular "Theatre of News" studio set, in use for five years, was last broadcast 
on Sunday 1 November 2009. 


November 2009 to January 2013[edit] 
ity, NEWS, 


ITV News logo from 2010-2013 


On 22 October 2009, it was jointly announced by ITN and ITV that ITV News would be 
rebranded from Monday 2 November. At the heart of the revamp was the removal of the 
famous image of the Big Ben clock tower from the opening sequence of ITV News 
programmes including News at Ten; ITV executives felt, after "months of deliberation", 
that the imagery of the landmark promoted London-centricity to viewers outside the 
capital.24 A clockface remained as part of the studio backdrop and also appeared within 
the opening titles, and the headline bongs were also retained. The November revamp 
included a newly designed rectangular set and graphics featuring a colour scheme of 
black and gold to complement the ITV1 image and branding. A newly composed piece 
music called 'News Centre' was introduced, which incorporated only a few elements of 
‘The Awakening’, the previous ITV News theme.“2! The ITV News revamp was developed 
by ITN, ITV and design agency Bruce Dunlop Associates. ITV-plc regional news 
programmes continued to use their studio sets introduced in 2004, but with an updated 
colourscheme and news titles reflecting the ITV News rebrand. 


In December 2009, /TV News at Ten won the award for Best National Television 
Programme from the Plain English Awards. 


In April 2010, it was announced that after 12 years working at ITN, Katie Derham was to 
leave the organisation to front the BBC's coverage of the Proms for BBC Two and BBC 
Radio 3. A spokesman for BBC Radio 3 confirmed the appointment but declined to give 
any further details.22 


January 2013 onwards[edit] 


On 16 November 2012 it was announced ITV News would rebrand in January 2013.24 On 
27 November 2012 it was understood the /TV News at 5:30 would be axed, in favour of 
delivering content for itv.com and creating a new foreign affairs unit.“ The new look 


brought forth another rearrangement of signature tune The Awakening, more direct 
than its predecessors, and a new opening sequence featuring "Big Ben" marking the 
time for its respective news programmes; it also saw the ITN logo removed entirely, the 
production slide instead being the ITV News logo copyright with "An ITN Production © 
ITN year" in small type underneath. 


‘Big Ben' branding[edit] 


The clockface appearing in the News at Ten titles from January 2008 to November 2009. Other 
bulletins used a stylised image 


Trademarks of ITN and ITV News are the inclusion of the Elizabeth Tower at the Houses 
of Parliament in its programme titles, along with the chimes of Big Ben (known popularly 
as the "bongs") between headlines. The "bongs" were originally introduced for News at 
Ten in 1967; the other ITN bulletins used different studio designs, individual graphic 
sets and individual music. In 1992, News at Ten was relaunched following the decision 
to move to a single newscaster - Trevor McDonald won the role - and composer Dave 
Hewson was assigned with the responsibility of musical changes. The famous theme 
tune was re-arranged by Hewson and re-recorded in a slightly higher pitch but the 
timpani and chimes remained. In 1995 ITN adopted a unified look for all ITV bulletins 
except News at Ten, extending the use of the Big Ben clockface and branding to all 
bulletins on the channel; Hewson again composed the music. In March 1999, the "ITV 
News" brand was introduced and, with the loss of News at Ten, the "bongs" were 
extended to all ITN bulletins (despite all but one of them starting on the half-hour). The 
ITN name was dropped from the start of bulletins and, in 2001, from reporter sign-offs. 
"The Awakening" was re-arranged again in February 2004 as part of a major revamp of 
ITV News, and again in January 2006 with a further revamp of ITV News bulletins. 
Despite the 2008 return of News at Ten, the other bulletins continued to use the 
"bongs". 


In February 2009, ITV News bulletins were refreshed to be more cohesive with the 
branding and look of News at Ten, with the studio featuring a VR view of London and an 
outline of the Big Ben clockface filling the "theatre of news" screen. 


On 22 October 2009, it was announced that the "Big Ben" branding would be removed 
from ITV News from 2 November to avoid perceptions of London-centricity,“4 thus 
marking the first time that the clock tower has not been used in programme titles for 
ITN bulletins on ITV since before 1967. However, "Big Ben" hadn't gone entirely - a 
clockface was retained as part of ITV News' studio design from 2009-2013; and the 
clock tower was seen again in the ITV News opening sequences from 2013. 


Election coverage[edit] 


ITN has, like the BBC, run special through-the-night coverage on the day of general 
elections in Britain and on the day of presidential elections in the United States since its 
formation in 1955. Election 64 - The Result was hosted by Alastair Burnet, the fast- 
rising face of politics on ITV, and contained many visual gimmicks to keep the audience 


interested in the coverage. The BBC started the trend with its "swingometer" device. 
ITN's 1964 coverage presented a contraption referred to by Burnet as "KDF9" which 
aimed to pull in the results faster than its competitor over at the BBC. ITN's Election 66, 
again hosted by Burnet and providing nine-hour coverage of the results of the election 
between Harold Wilson and Ted Heath, used two computer machines that Burnet 
described as bringing in numerous pieces of data and statistical information - Burnet 
also quipped, "I'll let you into a secret - it can sing as well". The 1974 general election 
results were presented under the title The Nation Decides by Peter Snow. Technology 
had also vastly improved. "VTF30", a piece of technology based upon a knitting-pattern 
machine, provided moving computer graphics for the first time in television election 
coverage history. 


The team of Alastair Burnet and Peter Sissons provided many memorable election night 
programmes on ITV, including the 1984 European elections and Election 87, but by 
1992 the faces of ITV's political coverage had changed somewhat. Election 92 was 
anchored by Jon Snow, with Alastair Stewart providing graphical commentary and Julia 
Somerville assisting with regular news summaries. Stewart and Somerville were again 
present for ITV's 1997 coverage of the John Major-Tony Blair election - aptly 

titled Election 97 - with Jonathan Dimbleby as the anchor. Dimbleby returned 

for Election 2001 and Election 2005, aided both times by ITV News' political editors John 
Sergeant (in 2001) and Nick Robinson (in 2005) and a team of correspondents and 
newscasters around the country at polling stations. 


The US presidential election of November 2008 was covered by ITN on the ITV network 
between 23:15 and 06:00 in a programme titled Election Night Live: America Decides, 
which saw ITN team up with fellow news organisation NBC News; Alastair Stewart 
hosted from the studio in London, supported by MORI-founder Bob Worcester and a 
team of studio guests throughout the evening. Julie Etchingham, James Mates, Bill 
Neely and John Irvine provided the all-important presenting and reporting duties from 
the United States. Stewart also presented ITN coverage of the European elections of 
2009, an intimate affair with the newscaster and ITV News election analyst Colin 
Rallings in the studio. Political Editor Tom Bradby and Senior Political 

Correspondent Chris Ship provided regular updates, and a team of dedicated reporters 
gave results as they were counted around the country. 


The UK general election campaign of 2010 was covered by ITV under the 

banner Campaign 2010, prominent in all its news and current affairs programming. 
There were special election-themed editions of the Tonight programme presented by 
ITN reporters and newscasters. Alastair Stewart was the moderator for The First Election 
Debate, the first ever debate between leaders of political parties in the United Kingdom, 
transmitted on 15 April between 20:30 and 22:00. A weekly discussion programme also 
began on that date: Campaign 2010 with Jonathan Dimbleby. The weeks of special 
programming culminated in the 6 May election night coverage on ITV: Election 2010, 
which was broadcast between 21:55 and 06:00 and presented by Alastair Stewart. Julie 
Etchingham fronted the traditional ITV election night graphics, Mary Nightingale hosted 
the ITV election party on the bank of the Thames, and ITV News Election Analyst Colin 
Rallings provided the all important psephological information. GMTV dedicated its entire 
7 May programme to the Election, with contributions from ITV newscasters Etchingham, 
Nightingale and James Mates. Mark Austin and Katie Derham continued the ITN 
coverage following GMTV: Election 2010 returned between 09:25 and 10:50. Alastair 
Stewart then returned with the programme at 12:30 until 15:00. ITV_ 

Wales, STV and UTV provided additional programming relevant to their coverage areas. 


The 2015 UK general election was held on Thursday 7 May 2015. Tom Bradby and Julie 
Etchingham anchored ITV's coverage of the results from the main ITV News studio at 
ITN from 21:55 on Thursday 7 May and continued through the night until 06:00 on 
Friday 8 May 2015. They were joined in the studio by election analysts Professor Colin 
Rallings and Professor Jane Green. Nina Hossain presented live from the "Opinion Room" 
at ITN where journalists, bloggers, politicians and experts gave their view on the results 
of the election. From the "Opinion Room", viewers could contact the programme via 
Facebook and Twitter to give their views and opinions. UTV in Northern Ireland and STV 
in Scotland provided their own overnight coverage of the election results in their region 
from their main studios in Belfast and Glasgow, dipping in and out of the ITV news 
coverage during the night. The rest of the UK had regular regional news opt outs from 
their own local ITV News programmes during the overnight coverage on ITV. 


At 06:00 on Friday 8 May 2015, ITV's breakfast programme Good Morning Britain aired 
their first election coverage special on ITV, Good Morning Britain having only launched 
in the spring of 2014. Hosts Susanna Reid and Ben Shephard were joined by Tom 
Bradby for breakfast coverage of the results. At 09:25 ITV News resumed with their own 
coverage of the results with Alastair Stewart and Julie Etchingham at their anchor desks 
until late afternoon on ITV. During the course of the day there were regular regional 
news opt outs, with UTV and STV providing more extensive coverage of the election 
results in their own region, 2922281 


News programmes[edit] 


Current programmes Former programme: 
e /TV Lunchtime News e /TV News at 10.30 
e ITV Evening News e ITV News at 5:30 

e ITV News at Ten e ITV Nightly News 

e ITV Weekend News e The Late News 


On air staff[edit] 
Main article: List of ITV News on air staff 


The current on-screen journalists at ITV News are divided into international 
correspondents, home affairs correspondents, political correspondents (headed by 
political editor Robert Peston), specialist correspondents (covering sport, media and 
arts, science and medicine, consumer affairs, social affairs, economic, and diplomatic 
affairs. Rageh Omaar is International Affairs Editor, James Mates acts as Europe Editor, 
and there arise a dedicated team of news correspondents. 


Awards[edit] 


ITN has won many key industry awards for its news coverage on ITV during the past fifty 
years. Legendary editor Geoffrey Cox was the recipient of ITN's very first award - a 
BAFTA in 1962. Since then BAFTA has gone on to present ITN with a total of 26 awards, 
for coverage on ITV ranging from Francis Chichester's home-coming in 1967 to the. 
Northern Ireland troubles, the Iranian Embassy siege, wars in the Falklands, Lebanon 
and the Gulf, the Zeebrugge ferry disaster, the discovery of the Serb camps, the 
genocide in Rwanda, the storming of the Moscow White House, and the conflict in 
former Yugoslavia. 


ITN/ITV News picked up both Royal Television Society (RTS) and Broadcast awards for 
coverage of the Beslan school siege, and Alastair Stewart won the RTS News Presenter 
of the Year award in 2005. The 18:30 /TV Evening News held the title of RTS News 
Programme of the Year for four years running, starting in 2004. News at Ten was 
nominated for the award in the RTS Journalism Awards 2007/2008, but lost out to 

the BBC News at 10. However, in the BAFTA Television Awards ceremony held on 
Sunday 26 April 2009, News at Ten won in the category News Coverage for their 
coverage of the 2008 Sichuan earthquake. It was up against its ITN rival Channel 4 
News and Sky News, who had two nominations. News at Ten's coverage of the 
earthquake also won the International Emmy award for News Coverage in September 
2009. In June 2010, the programme won the News Coverage BAFTA for the second year 
running, for their coverage of the 2010 Haiti earthquake. 


There have been over 70 RTS awards for both domestic and international coverage, 
with the first coming for the 1969 Apollo moon landing. Home based issues including 
the miners’ strike, the Iranian embassy siege, the Tottenham riots, the Kings Cross fire, 
the death of Labour leader John Smith and coverage of Dunblane have all been voted 
the Best Journalism of the Year by the RTS. RTS awards for foreign coverage range from 
conflicts in Vietnam, Eritrea, Poland, El Salvador, Beirut, Afghanistan, Irag, South Africa, 
Russia, Chechnya, Bosnia, Israel and Albania as well as humanitarian disasters including 
Romania, the Mozambique floods and the Asian tsunami. Coverage of the 
aforementioned Mozambique floods in 2000 also won an Emmy award. 


From the United States there has been recognition of ITN's journalism, from the 
prestigious Emmy awards, the New York Television Programming Festival and the White 
House News Photographers’ Association. ITN was the first non-US news broadcaster to 
win a News and Documentary Emmy when it was awarded top prize for Outstanding 
Investigative Journalism for the 1992 discovery of the Serb camps. The famous footage 
of emaciated men behind barbed wire went round the world and helped change the 
course of the conflict in Bosnia. 


In addition to many BAFTA, Emmy and RTS awards, ITN/ITV News has also claimed 
awards from the Monte Carlo Gold Nymphs, prizes from the News Festival of Angers in 
France, the Television and Radio Industries Club, the Ethnic Multicultural Media Awards 
and the Broadcasting Press Guild as well as many others." 


Regional news [edit] 


The 2013 rebrand of ITV News saw the brand being extended to regional news 
programmes operated by ITV plc replacing the previous regional news titles. Regional 
ITV news programmes are produced by ITV plc, with the exception of the ITV_ 

London region which is produced by ITN. Since the creation of ITV plc in 2004 all 
regional news programmes in these regions have taken on a unified look and 
appearance on screen while structurally the merger has enabled ITV to create the ITV 
News Group consisting of ITN's national news service and the regional services provided 
by ITV plc. STV uses its own branding. 


See also[edit] 


e List of ITV journalists and newsreaders 
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List of ITV News on air staff 
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This is a list of current and former on air staff for the ITN produced ITV News broadcasts 
which are transmited on ITV. 


Presenters[edit] 


| hideLead presenters 


T em Eee 
2015- | Tom Bradby ITV News at Ten 


2004- | Nina Hossain ITV Lunchtime_ 
News 
2001- | Mam ITV Evenin 
Nightingale News 2 


hideOther presenters 
Ct 


x Julie 
2008 Etchingham *# 
2013- Jonathan Hill 
2002- James Mates “ 


2013- Lucrezia Millarini 
2013- Rageh Omaar © 


Kylie Pentelow 


Chris Ship *® 


Ranvir Singh 


1986-1992, 1999-2001, Alastair 
2003- Stewart 4 


Suzanne Virdee 


Romilly Weeks 


Charlene White 


hideFormer presenters 


Fiona Armstrong 
Pamela Armstron 


1980-1999, 2003- CIOBAIE 
2004 Gaona 


2002-2006 Felicity Barr 


1967-1979 Reginald_ 
Bosanquet 


1963-1973, 1976- 
1991 


2010-2019 Andrea Byrne 


Andrea 
2003-2006 Catherwood 


1955-1956 Christopher 
Chataway 


2009-2010, 2012 Steve Clamp 


Alastair Burnet 


1955-1959 Robin Day 


2010-2012 Ali Douglas 
1963-1992 Sandy Gall 


1962-1977 Andrew Gardner 


1998-2006 Shiulie Ghosh 
2009-2012 Jon Gilbert 


2000-2001 Andrew Harvey 


1965-1977 SE 
Honeycombe 
2009-2016 Alex Hyndman 


Jackie Kabler 
Natasha Kaplinsky 
Ludovic Kennedy 
Martyn Lewis 


1955-1960 Barbara Mandell 


2006-2007, 2010- A 
Daisy McAndrew 
2011 Daisy McAndrew 


1977-2005, 2008 Trevor McDonald 


1997220077 20115 
2012 


TE 2011- 
1993-1999 


Dermot Murnaghan 


Rachel McTavish 


Ls 
Michael Nicholson 
Leonard Parkin 


1980-1983 Selina Scott 


Steve Scott 8 
a 
Julia Somerville 


Geraint Vincent 
Sascha Williams 


1999-2001 Kirsty Young 


Correspondents/Editors[edit] 


hidelInternational 


Person 


John Irvine 


ames 
Mates 


Robert 
Moore 


Rageh 
Omaar 


hideNational 


Person 


Ben 
Chapman 


Rupert 
Evelyn 


Title 


China Correspondent 
Asia Correspondent 


Senior International 
Correspondent 


Europe Editor 


Washington Correspondent 


International Affairs Editor 


Title 


Midlands Correspondent 


Wales Correspondent 
West of England 
Correspondent 


Damon North of England 
Green Correspondent 
Marc Mallett Northern Ireland 
— | Correspondent 
North of England 
Peter Smith Correspondent 
Scotland Correspondent 


Allegra ; ; 
siratan National Editor 


hidePolitical 


Political 
pouiBrang Correspondent 
Political 
Correspondent 


Daniel Political 
Hewitt Correspondent 


Political Reporter 


Political 
Correspondent 


Political Editor 


Political 
Correspondent 


Political 
Correspondent 


A A Political 
DeO Correspondent 


hideSpecialist 


Health and Social Affairs 
Barry Correspondent 
Consumer Editor 

Science Editor 

Business Editor 

Security Editor 


Penny s ‘ 7 
Marchal Social Affairs Editor 


hideSports 

Amy 
Sports Reporter 
lan Payne aporte 

ran rayne Correspondent 
Steve z 
Sports Editor 


Biddulph 
News 
Correspondent 
Juliet 
Bremner 


Neil Connery 


Chris Ship Royal Editor 
Rachel : 
Younger Health Editor 


Martha Fairlie 


Stacey Foster 


Sejal Karia 


Dan Rivers 


Geraint_ 
Vincent 


Suzanne 
Virdee 


Lucy Watson 


Note: 


e Reporters from regional ITV News services (as well as from STV) and Good Morning 
Britain appear on national news bulletins (in particular, the /TV Lunchtime News) in 
the absence of any ITN correspondent or reporter. 

e National Correspondents occasionally report from out-with their main coverage area. 

e In addition, NBC News correspondents are often featured on the aforementioned 
programme to provide analysis and details of any breaking international stories. 
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List of ITV journalists and newsreaders 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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As the oldest commercial television network in the UK, ITV has employed many 
journalists and newsreaders to present its news programmes as well as to provide news 
reports and interviews during its history. 


Since the ITV network began, Independent Television News Limited (ITN) has held the 
contract to produce national and international news for it. Meanwhile, the regional ITV 
stations have provided local news programmes tailored for regional audiences. 


A[edit] 


Christa Ackroyd - presenter on Calendar during the 1990s; she left to join the 
BBC's Look North 

Kaye Adams - journalist on Central Television; later presenter on Scottish TV 
Graham Addicott - former reporter/presenter on Thames Television; now runs 
independent production company First Freedom Productions 

Sameena Ali-Khan - presenter on ITV Central; presented the /TV Weekend News on 
occasions in 2006 

Eamonn Andrews - main presenter of Thames Television's 'Today' programme 
during the 1960s and 1970s. He was also a sports presenter and commentator, and 
was the first-ever presenter of ITV's 'World of Sport', but he was best-known as the 
host of This Is Your Life, Crackerjack and What's My Line? He died in 1987. 

Jo Andrews - former political correspondent and Deputy Political Editor at ITN 
Fiona Armstrong - presenter for Border Television's regional news 

programme Lookaround; later a newscaster on ITN's News at Ten 

Pamela Armstrong - ITN newscaster, 1983-1986 

Mark Austin - former main presenter of /TV Evening News and ITV News at Ten; 
since joining ITN (on ITV) in 1986, having previously worked on BBC news 
programmes; has specialised in a variety of roles including sports reporter, foreign 
correspondent, and then newscaster for Channel 4 News 

Lisa Aziz - former co-presenter for ITV Westcountry and news presenter on 7V-am 


Bledit] 


Zeinab Badawi - first presenter of the /TV News at 5:30 and co-presented Channel 4 
News for several years, before joining BBC News 

Llewella Bailey 

Faye Barker - main newscaster for /TV News London at 5:30, January 2009 - 
December 2012; continues to work with ITN across /TV London and ITV News output 
Carol Barnes - worked for ITN, 1975-2004, as both reporter and newscaster; died in 
March 2008 

Gaynor Barnes - presenter and journalist employed by ITV Yorkshire since 1991 
Felicity Barr - first female sports correspondent for /TV News in 2001 


Martin Bashir - left BBC in 1999 to join ITV, working on special documentary 
programmes and features for Tonight 

Sean Batty - meteorologist, currently working for STV 

Andrea Benfield - journalist and presenter, /TV News: Wales at Six 

Sangeeta Bhabra 

Sally Biddulph - reporter and newsreader at ITV News Central and political 
correspondent for Thames Valley Tonight in Westminster; joined ITN in 2009 as 
news correspondent, political correspondent and presenter on /TV News at 5:30, ITV 
News at 1:30 and ITV News Saturday prime-time bulletins; newsreader for /TV News 
London since 2014 

Reginald Bosanquet - best known for presenting ITN bulletins in the 1970s; joined 
ITN at its start in 1955 as a sub-editor; later reported from many parts of the world 
and was the diplomatic correspondent for four years; held the 'head anchor' title at 
ITN between 1974 and 1976, in the absence of Alastair Burnet; died in 1984; son of 
the cricketer Bernard Bosanquet, who famously invented the 'googly' 

Tom Bradby - /7V News' political editor, July 2005 - October 2015; joined ITN as an 
editorial trainee in 1990 and subsequently became producer for Michael Brunson, 
ITN's political editor, in 1992; Ireland correspondent 1993-1996; Asia correspondent 
1999-2001; then Royal correspondent for ITV News; subsequently became UK editor 
before taking up the post of political editor; gave up his position as political editor in 
October 2015 to become sole anchor of /TV News at Ten 

Colin Brazier - reporter on ITV 

Fern Britton - television presenter, former co-anchor of the Southampton edition 

of TVS local news programme Coast To Coast, best known as co-presenter for ITV 
magazine programme This Morning, 1999-2009 

Antony Brown (born 1922) - newsreader in the 1950s and 1960s. Announced the 
assassination of President Kennedy. Co-author of historical fiction with Norman 
MacKenzie under the joint pseudonym ‘Anthony Forrest’. Father of the BBC News 
presenter Ben Brown. = 

Michael Brunson - Washington correspondent and diplomatic editor of ITN; best 
known for serving as the political editor between 1986 and 2000 and as an 
occasional ITN newscaster 

Lynda Bryans - weekend newscaster on UTV Live, 2001-2005 

Sir Alastair Burnet - main presenter of News at Ten and ITN election programmes 
from the early 1960s until his retirement in 1991; held the 'head anchor' title at ITN 
from 1967 (the year News at Ten was launched) until 1991, except between 1972 
and 1976 when he presented for the BBC and became editor of the Daily 

Express; knighted as a Knight Bachelor in early 1984; died in July 2012 

Gordon Burns - joined Ulster Television in his native Belfast in 1967 as a sports 
presenter, later presenting the station's flagship programme UTV Reports. He then 
moved to Granada Television, where he presented Granada Reports and also 
worked on World In Action in the 1970s, but he is best-known as the long-serving 
host of Granada's prestigious quiz The Krypton Factor from 1977 until 1995. He 
joined BBC North West in 1997, becoming the main anchor on North West 

Tonight until his retirement in 2011. 


Andrea Byrne 


Cledit] 


Andrea Catherwood - former main presenter for ITV's weekend news bulletins; 
joined ITN in April 1998, starting as a newscaster and senior reporter; in these early 
years, she also presented the /TN Morning News and filed special reports for News at 
Ten; became medical correspondent; left ITN in September 2006 to front the short- 
lived political programme The Sunday Edition 

David Chater - award-winning former ITN international correspondent; joined Sky_ 
News in 1993 

Christopher Chataway 

Ros Childs 

Paul Clark - UTV Live presenter 

John Clements - Crime Correspondent, 2011-present 

Stephen Cole - reporter for Central Television, Anglia Television's About Anglia and 
ITN 

Dominic Cotton 

Bob Crampton - long-serving presenter and weather forecaster on ITV1 West, 
formerly HTV West 

Sarah Cullen - former ITN Home Affairs Correspondent 


D[edit] 


Anne Dawson 

Robin Day - worked for ITN from 1955, the first British journalist to interview 
Egypt's President Nasser after the Suez Crisis. Later moved to the BBC. He died in 
2000. 


Jamie Delargy 

Katie Derham - former media/arts editor and newscaster for ITV News; presented 
the /TV Lunchtime News and London Tonight, both produced by ITN; relief presenter 
for the /TV Evening News and ITV News at Ten; left ITN in June 2010 

Anne Diamond - hosted Good Morning Britain for TV-am, which lost its license in 
1992; began her television career starting with ATV Today and Central News 

Fred Dinenage - television host and newsreader, based in the south of England; has 
appeared as presenter of many British television programmes, including World of 
Sport, and quiz shows, such as Tell The Truth, Gambit and Pass The Buck, and the 
children's series How. Most of these were produced by Southern Television and its 
successors TVS and Meridian Broadcasting; however, Dinenage has also worked for 
the BBC on occasions. 

Steve Dixon 

Stephen Douglas 


Murray Dron 


E[edit] 


Sara Edwards 

Julie Etchingham - co-presenter of /TV News at Ten from January 2008 
Sherrie Eugene - regular presenter and sign language interpreter on HTV 
News West, and later The West Tonight, 1982-2001 


F[edit] 


e Peter Fairley - Science Editor for Independent Television News and TV 
Times magazine in the late 1960s and early 1970s 

e Anna Ford - initially worked as a researcher, news reporter and later newsreader at 
Granada Television; became a newsreader with ITN, and later helped launch ITV's 
first breakfast television service, 7V-am 

e Fiona Foster 

e Matt Frei - Europe editor for Channel 4 News 


G[edit] 


e Steve Gaisford 

e Sandy Gall - former ITN foreign correspondent and news presenter 

e Andrew Gardner - presented the first News at Ten with Alastair Burnet in 1967; 
following his retirement from ITN, he worked on Thames Television during the 
1980s; died in 1999 

e Kate Garraway - currently presents Good Morning Britain; 
previously Daybreak and GMTV 

e Neil Garrett 

e Phil Gayle 

e Martin Geissler - Africa correspondent for ITV News since May 2006; joined ITV News 
in April 2002 from STV Central's regional news programme Scotland Today, where 
he was a news reporter and presenter 

e Shiulie Ghosh - journalist and reporter for /TV News, 1998-2006 

e Mary Green 

e Anne Gregg - reporter and presenter on Ulster Television's Roundabout, also worked 
for Anglia Television; later co-presented the BBC's Holiday programme during the 
1980s; died in 2006 

e Bill Grundy 

e Krishnan Guru-Murthy - presenter for Channel 4 News and new presenter for ITV 
News for 2016 


H[edit] 


e Sam Hall - on-screen reporter, occasional newscaster; later, newscaster, reporter 
and Washington correspondent for TV-am 

e Simon Hall 

e Will Hanrahan - presenter of Serve You Right for Meridian TV 

e Gerry Harrison - in 1985 took over as Head of Sport at Anglia TV; left in 1993 

e Julie Harrison - Reporter and Presenter at ITV Tyne Tees News 

e Andrew Harvey - presenter on the ITN News Channel with Lucy Alexander; moved 
on to his own programme after breakfast, Live with Andrew Harvey 

e julian Haviland - ITN Political Editor, 1975-1981 

e Dominic Heale - former presenter of Central News East, later moved to the BBC to 
present East Midlands Today 

e Gerald Hine-Haycock - known by his then-broadcasting name Gerald Haycock; left 
ITN in 1981, to report for and present HTV News at HTV West, followed by BBC 
Points West at BBC West 


e Derek Hobson - ATV continuity announcer and presenter of ATV Today during the 
1970s; hosted quizzes, such as New Faces, That's My Dog and Jeopardy! 

e Bruce Hockin - long-serving main anchor on HTV News 

e Alison Holloway - worked initially as an announcer for Westward Television before 
joining HTV West, where she worked as an announcer and main presenter on HTV 
News during the 1980s. 

e Eamonn Holmes - presenter on Ulster Television's Good Evening Ulster, 1982-1986; 
presented GMTV, 1993-2005; hosted a number of quiz and game shows; currently a 
regular presenter on This Morning 

e Gordon Honeycombe - newscaster at ITN, 1965-1977; twice voted the most popular 
newscaster in Britain, by readers of the Daily Mirror and of The Sun; returned to 
regular newsreading, 1984-1989, as chief newsreader at 7V-am, becoming Britain's 
longest-serving ITV newscaster; died in 2015 

e Nina Hossain - main newscaster on /7V Lunchtime News and ITV News London since 
2010; regular relief newscaster on all main ITV News bulletins since 2004 

e Robin Houston - main newscaster of lunchtime and late Thames News bulletins, 
1978-1992 

e Gloria Hunniford - presenter on Ulster Television's Good Evening Ulster, 1979-1982; 
became a chat show host with her own Sunday Sunday, and a quiz show host and 
panellist; now presents Rip Off Britain for the BBC; mother of the late Caron Keating, 
a presenter on Blue Peter and This Morning 

e Alex Hyndman - freelance newscaster and reporter on /TV News London and ITV 
News weekend bulletins 


I[edit] 


e John Irvine - ITN's Washington correspondent; before joining ITN in 1994 asa 
Northern Ireland correspondent, worked for UTV News. 


e Jayne Irving - worked on Good Morning Britain from 1983 until 1986, originally 
reading the news bulletins, then as a main anchor. She left to join the BBC, where 
she presented Open Air from 1986 until 1990. 


Jledit] 


e Catherine Jacob - editorial trainee at ITN from September 2000; news presenter 
for Granada Reports and ITV News Tyne Tees in 2013 

e Becky Jago - News presenter at ITV Anglia. 

e Peter Jay - main presenter of Weekend World from 1972-77, he then became the 
founding chairman of TV AM in 1983. He later joined the BBC. 


Kledit] 


e Natasha Kaplinsky - joined ITV to present /TN News in 2011 


e Robert Kee - anchor for ITN's first lunchtime bulletin First Report, 1972-1976; died in 


2013 

e Lorraine Kelly - started as a reporter for Scottish television; came to national 
attention by reporting on the Piper Alpha oil rig disaster in 1988; she has since 
presented Good Morning Britain, GMTV and Daybreak, continues to host her own 
show Lorraine to this day 


Martin Kelner 

Ludovic Kennedy 

Lucy Kite - news presenter and producer on Central Tonight for ITV Central from 
2002; entertainment correspondent from January 2006; from November 2008, 
appointed relief presenter on West Midlands edition of Central 


L[edit] 


Alastair Layzell - produced and directed documentaries for ITV network 

including Summer 1940, the story of the German occupation of the Channel Islands 
Stephen Lee 

Jan Leeming - presenter and reporter for Westward Television during the 1960s and 
a presenter on HTV News West during the 1970s, before becoming a newsreader for 
the BBC 

Martyn Lewis - news presenter for HTV and then ITN, where he was a regular 
presenter for News at Ten; joined the BBC in 1986 to front the new One O'Clock 
News 

Terry Lloyd - Middle East reporter; killed by US troops in 2003 while covering 

the 2003 Invasion of Iraq 


Jasmine Lowson 


Mledit] 


Hamish MacDonald - Reporter for ITV 

Donal Maclntyre - presenter on ITV's London Tonight 

Robert MacNeil 

Joanne Malin 

Marc Mallett 

Barbara Mandell - first female newsreader in Britain, presenting ITN bulletins from 
1956 to the late 1960s; died in 1998 

Penny Marshall - ITV News Social Affairs Editor 

James Mates - ITV News Europe Editor; relief newscaster for /TV News at 1:30, ITV 
News at 6:30 and ITV News at Ten; main newscaster for /TV News on Sundays 
Daisy McAndrew 

Helen McDermott - television presenter, best known for her work at Anglia 
Television 

Trevor McDonald - ITN newscaster, 1973-2008; first black news anchor in the UK; 
joined ITN as a reporter in 1973 and rose to become a newscaster by the late 1970s; 
in the mid-1980s was diplomatic editor for Channel 4 News; main newscaster 

for News at Ten, 1992-1999 and 2001-2005; during this period he also 

hosted Granada Television's current affairs programme Tonight with Trevor 
McDonald, retired from newscasting in 2005, but returned to ITN to present the 
revived News at Ten for eleven months in 2008; knighted in 1999 

Mark McFadden 

Rachel McTavish 

Lucy Meacock - presenter of Granada Reports 

Guy Michelmore - reporter on Anglia TV's About Anglia, 1983-1993; son of the 
late Cliff Michelmore 

Ivor Mills - ITN reporter and newscaster, 1965-78 


Ed Mitchell - reporter on /TN News 

Frank Mitchell 

Saima Mohsin 

Kristina Moore 

Jonathan Morrell 

Mike Morris - main anchor on Good Morning Britain during the 1980s and early 
1990s; previously worked for Thames News; later worked on GMTV; main anchor 
on Calendar, 1996-2002; died in 2012 

Tony Morris - presenter of Granada Reports 

Nazanine Moshiri - newsreader and reporter on ITV's London Tonight and the /TV 
Morning News 


Dermot Murnaghan 


N[edit] 


Jennifer Nadel - ITN's Home Affairs Editor, 1994-1999 

Shereen Nanjiani 

Nina Nannar 

Bill Neely - joined ITN in 1989, was Washington Correspondent for 6 years, Europe 
Correspondent for 5, International Editor for 12; covered many events including the 
fall of the Berlin Wall, break-up of the Soviet Union, both Gulf Wars, and September 
11 attacks; left in 2014 to join NBC News 

Mike Neville - joined Tyne Tees Television in 1959 as a young reporter; later became 
presenter of regional news programme before leaving for the BBC; returned to ITV in 
1996 with his own programme on Tyne Tees until 2005. He died in 2017. 

Gary Newbon 

Jeremy Nicholas 

Michael Nicholson - former ITN senior foreign correspondent and newscaster; 
original host of /TN News at 5:45 when it was introduced in 1976; died in December 
2016 

Nicol Nicolson 

Mary Nightingale - main newscaster on /TV Evening News; joined ITV News in 
January 2001 and has since presented both the 6:30 pm bulletin as well as special 
ITN programmes on ITV 


O[edit] 


Glen Oglaza 

Joyce Ohajah 

Rageh Omaar - joined ITV News in 2013 after being a newsreader on Al Jazeera 
English and a columnist for BBC News 


Lucy Owen 

Nicholas Owen - joined ITN in 1984 as Channel 4 News business and economics 
correspondent; ITN's royal correspondent, 1994-2000; in 2003, he became the main 
presenter of /TV News at 1:30; left ITN in 2006 for the BBC, where he is currently a 
relief presenter for the BBC News at Six, as well as a main presenter on the BBC 
News Channel, and a radio presenter on Classic FM 


P[edit] 


e Leonard Parkin - reporter and newscaster with ITN from circa 1973 to 1987; 
between 1976 and 1987 he was one of the main presenters for ITN's News at One; 
often hosted the News at 5:45 in the early 1980s; occasionally presented News at 
Ten; and retired in 1987; subsequently presented documentaries for Yorkshire 
Television until his death in 1993. 

e Matthew Parris - former Conservative MP, who presented Weekend World from 1986 
to 1988. 

e Roger Parry 

e Apla Patel - presenter and reporter for ITV Anglia News; freelance reporter for ITV 
News; now the main weekend presenter of World News Today on BBC World 
News, BBC Four, BBC News Channel and BBC London 

e Kylie Pentelow 

e Robert Peston - ITV News' Political Editor since January 2016, replacing Tom Bradby; 
formerly BBC News' Business and Economics Editor 

e Fiona Phillips - main anchor on GMTV, presented GMTV Today, 1997-2008 

e Ronke Phillips 

e Eve Pollard 

e lan Payne - Lead news anchor of ITV News Border 


R[edit] 


e Gaby Rado - journalist who died in Iraq during the 2003 invasion; joined BBC News 
as a radio reporter, then ITN in 1985 as a writer for ITV bulletins, before transferring 
to ITN's Channel 4 News in 1988 

e jeff Randall - produced television documentaries for ITV 

e Phil Reay-Smith - general correspondent for ITV News until August 2010; now 
Consumer Editor on ITV Breakfast show Daybreak since its launch in September 
2010 

e Pam Rhodes - presenter of Anglia Television’s About Anglia during the 1970s and 
1980s. She is now best-known as a long-serving presenter of the BBC's Songs of 
Praise. 

e Steve Rider - English sports presenter and anchorman of ITV's football coverage, 
having previously been a long-serving main anchor on the BBC's Grandstand 

e Angela Rippon 

e Dan Rivers —international correspondent for ITV News 

e Nick Robinson - Political Editor for /TV News, 2002-2005 

e Chris Rogers - presented and reported for /TV News 

e Tim Rogers - first Wales Correspondent for ITN, joining from the BBC in 1997; 
Moscow Correspondent, 2001-2002; North of England Correspondent, 2002-2008; 
London-based until late 2008; now Head of Training for the Thomson Foundation, a 
charitable foundation supporting media development and training journalists across 
the world 

e Pam Royle - Lead news anchor on ITV News Border 

e Sonia Ruseler 


S[edit] 


e Annie St John - announcer for HTV West, Tyne Tees and LWT during the 1980s, and 
later a main presenter on HTV News West. She died from a drugs overdose in 1990. 

e Angus Scott - regular sports presenter for HTV during the 1980s and 1990s: he 
frequently presented sports news on HTV News. He is the brother of Steve Scott. 

e Selina Scott - presenter of Grampian Today, in 1980 moved to ITN to replace Anna 
Ford on News at Ten; left to present the BBC's Breakfast Time; later co-hosted The 
Clothes Show 

e Steve Scott - sports editor and newscaster for /TV News from ITN; began his 
television career as Industrial Correspondent with West Tonight on ITV West; joined 
ITN in 1993. He is married to the former HTV News presenter Patricia Yorston, and is 
also the brother of Angus Scott. 

e Chris Ship - Royal Editor for ITV News and occasional weekend news presenter 

e Peter Sissons - joined ITN in 1964 and became their Industrial Editor after being 
wounded covering the Nigerian Civil War; became alternate presenter of the News 
at One in 1976; presented the first edition of Channel 4 News in 1982; left in 1989 to 
join BBC News. He died in 2019. 

e jon Snow - journalist and presenter for ITN, best known for presenting Channel 4 
News; cousin of fellow-journalist Peter Snow 

e Julia Somerville - joined ITN in 1987 to co-present the Lunchtime News; presenter 
of /TV News at Ten until it ended in 1999; remained at ITN until October 2001, 
presenting the /TV News at 1:30 and was the launch newscaster for the ITN News 
Channel 

e judi Spiers - Regular presenter and announcer, initially for Westward Television, 
then TSW, from 1977 until 1991, when she left to join the BBC. 

e Alastair Stewart - Main newscaster on /TV Lunchtime News, relief newscaster on /7TV 
Evening News and relief newscaster on /TV News at Ten 

e lan Stirling (broadcaster) - long-serving announcer and presenter on Westward 
Television, TSW and Westcountry Television. He died in 2005. 

e Janet Street-Porter - joined LWT in 1975; reporter on The London Weekend 
Show from 1975 until 1979 

e John Suchet - newsreader for ITN, 1972-2004; reporter, 1972-1982, when he 
became a weekend news presenter; main lunchtime presenter, 1987-1992; best 
known for his presenting the /TV News at 6:30, 1992-1999; during these years he 
was also a relief presenter for News at Ten; retired from ITN in 2004; brother of the 
actor David Suchet 


TLedit] 


e Christine Talbot 

e joan Thirkettle - joined ITN in 1974 as one of their first female reporters; died in 
1996 

e Huw Thomas - Joined ITN in 1956 

e Owen Thomas - worked for many years at ITN, presenting the now defunct ITV News 
Channel, the networked ITV Morning News and the regional ITV programme London 
Tonight. 

e Glen Thompsett - Presenter on ITV region Meridian in the South East 
England and London Weekend 


Debbie Thrower - presented ITV Meridian's news programme Meridian Tonight 
(southern edition) from its inception in 1993 to 2009; also a BBC newsreader and a 
presenter on Songs of Praise 

Philippa Tomson - joined /TV News Central as newsreader in 2002; co-presenter 

of /TV News Tyne Tees from 2006; joined Good Morning Britain in 2010, where she is 
a news reporter and occasional newsreader 

Isla Traquair 

Denis Tuohy - reporter and newscaster for ITN during the 1990s 


Viedit] 


Geraint Vincent - political correspondent for HTV's Wales Tonight; joined ITN in April 
2002 as a news correspondent for /TV News; presented /TV News at 6:30 and ITV 
News at Ten; Middle East Correspondent for ITV News 


Wledit] 


Brian Walden - former Labour MP; presented many current affairs shows such 

as Weekend World, Walden and The Walden Interview during the 1970s, 1980s and 
1990s. He died in 2019. 

Bob Warman - long-serving main anchor on ITV's news programmes in the Midlands, 
including ATV Today and Central News 

Mark Webster - former ITN Moscow Correspondent, Business Editor, Political 
Correspondent and Industrial Correspondent; joined [/five news]] in 2004 (when the 
programme was produced by Sky News) 

Romilly Weeks - employed by ITN to cover events worldwide for /TV News 

Charlene White - /TV News presenter 

Richard Whiteley - reporter and presenter for Yorkshire Television's Ca/endar, 1968- 
1995; best known for his 23-year stint as presenter of Countdown; died in 2005 
following a short illness 

James Wignall 

Helena Wilkinson - author, reporter and correspondent for BBC (gorgeous BTW!) 
Keith Wilkinson - reporter and correspondent for ITV since 1984 

Tim Willcox - worked for /TN News for many years as a presenter and correspondent 
Jonathan Wills - in late 2007, joined ITV Anglia to present the East edition of Anglia 
Tonight; in 2009, he became the main presenter of /TV News Anglia 

Richard Wyatt - HTV news anchor; presented BBC Radio Bristol's breakfast show, 
2007-2009 


Y[edit] 


Yao Chin - video journalist reporting on the /TV Morning News, 2009-12; joined ITN 
as an Assistant News Editor and Westminster Producer, having won a scholarship 
from ITV News for his post-graduate journalism qualification 

Kirsty Young - joined STV in 1992 to present the main evening news 

programme, Scotland Today; moved to join ITV in 1999 and briefly became a co- 
presenter of the /TV News at 6:30 with Dermot Murnaghan in 2001, as well as the 
Channel 5 News; now presents Desert Island Discs on BBC Radio 4 
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ITV Weather 
Uw WEATHER 
Type TV weather forecasts 
Genre UK weather 
Founded 22 September 1955 
Founder ITV Network 
Headquarters Millbank, central London 
ate 

Area served United Kingdom 
Key people Manali Lukha (Head of Weather) 
Parent ITN, Met Office 
Divisions ITV Regional Weather 


Website itv.com/weather 


ITV Weather is the national and regional forecast shown on UK terrestrial network ITV, 
and is provided by the Met Office (except the Channel Islands forecast, which is 
provided by the Jersey Meteorological Department). Bulletins are usually broadcast after 
every ITV News and ITV regional bulletin. Jon Mitchell is the longest serving forecaster 
after 28 years with ITV Weather. 


Overview[edit] 


The national bulletin launched on 22 September 1955, and previously featured the 
longest sponsorship deal on UK terrestrial TV to date, Powergen (later renamed E.ON) 
being the sponsor from shortly after its launch in 1989 until the end of 2007, when it 
was revealed that insurance firm esure/Sheilas' Wheels was to replace E.ON as the 
sponsor of ITV's national weather bulletins (except in Northern Ireland, where it was 
sponsored by Gocompare.com from January 2008 until December 2009). From January 
to July 2010, insurance comparison site Confused.com was the weather sponsor (except 
in central and northern Scotland, where it was sponsored by Specsavers). During August 
2010, the weather was shown without a sponsor for the first time since mid-1989. The 
weather forecast was later sponsored by Topps Tiles from Autumn 2010 until January 
2011, when The Co-operative Food took over. The ITV National Weather was once again 
broadcast without a sponsor between 1 January and 29 February 2012. The following 
day, UK vitamin- and health-supplement supplier Seven Seas began sponsoring the 
forecasts on ITV and UTV between 1 March 2012 and 30 April 2014. From 1 May until 2 
November 2014, the National Weather sponsor on ITV and UTV was Vitabiotics. From 3 
November 2014 to 1 February 2015, the National Weather on ITV and UTV was 
sponsored by Worcester Bosch Group. Glasses company Crizal UV was the sponsor from 
2 February to 20 June 2015. Between 21 June 2015 and 3 July 2016, Green Flag was 
sponsor of the National Weather. Between 4 July 2016 - 8 July 2018, the National 
Weather on ITV, STV and UTV was sponsored by SSE.“ The national weather 
sponsorship did not appear on screen for a week, believed to be linked due to extreme 
weather and additional air time required. It returned on 5 March 2018. From 9 July until 
9 October 2018, Checkatrade became the national sponsor along with its being the 
main sponsor for the weather during Good Morning Britain. As of 10 October 2018, it is 
sponsored by Halfords, who also sponsor the Channel 4 Weather. 


Sponsors[edit] 
Start of End of 
sponsorsh _ sponsorsh Brand 
ip ip 
1989 2007 Powergen (later rebranded E.ON in 2007) 
2008 2009 esure/Sheila's 


Wheels (ITV/STV); Gocompare.com (UTV) 


2010 2010 Confused.com (ITV/UTV); Specsavers (STV) 


2010 2011 Topps Tiles 


2011 2011 The Co-operative Food 


2012 2014 Seven Seas 


2014 2014 Vitabiotics (ITV/UTV); Digby Brown Solicitors (STV) 


2014 2015 Worcester Bosch Group 


2015 2015 Crizal UV 


2015 2016 Green Flag 


2016 2018 SSE (ITV/UTV); Fischer Future Heat (STV) 


2018 Checkatrade 


018 


N 


2 | | 
© 
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present Halfords 


Each region has at least one dedicated presenter. At weekends three presenters cover 
all of the 15 sub-regions and one presenter covers the national forecast. Currently the 


sub-regions are grouped as follows: 


Calendar (North/South opts), Granada Reports, ITV News Tyne 


Tees and Lookaround recorded at MediaCityUK in Salford, Greater Manchester. 


ITV News Anglia (East/West opts), ITV News Central (East/West opts), ITV News 


London and Wales at Six recorded at Millbank Studios in Millbank, central London. 


ITV News Channel TV, ITV News Meridian (East/West opts) and /TV News West 


Country (West/South West opts) recorded at ITV Meridian in Whiteley, Hampshire. 


UTV Live have no in-vision weather presenter at weekends or during GMB. 


Graphics[edit] 


On 3 October 2016, new weather graphics were introduced. These new weather 
graphics are easier to understand and better in-depth. These graphics are also used 
on Good Morning Britain in their weather updates as well as regional news. 


Meteorologists/presenters|[edit] 


hidePresent national on air 
team 


Year Presenter 


2007- Alex Beresford 2 


2014- Amanda Houston 


2006- Manali Lukha 


2004- Becky Mantin = 


2012- Lucy Verasamy “! 


hideFormer national on air 


team 

Year Presenter 
2006-2008, 
2018 Jo Blythe 
1989-2012 Martyn Davies 


1992-1993 Richard Edgar 


1995-1997 Fiona Farrell 


z John 
1997-2003 amoda 


1989-1995 Alex Hill 
1990-2014 Siân Lloyd ®™ 


Angie Phillips ® 
Chrissie Reidy 


Trish 
Williamson 


Robin 
McCallum 


1989-1990 


hidePresent regions on air team 
Year Presenter Region(s) 


2004 


2006 | Sophia Bird ™ ITV News Channel TV 


Alex Beresford = | /TV News West Country 


Granada Reports 


Des Coleman | /TV News Central 


Aisling : 
Creevey 0 ITV News Anglia 


Kerrie Gosney ™ | Granada Reports & various 


Holly Green 2 ITV News Meridian & various 


ITV News West Country & 
various 


ag 


Ross ITV News Tyne 
Hutchinson ™! Tees & Lookaround 


Kate Haskell 


Emma Jesson Various 


d vanes 
a a 
gone Chris Page 24 ITV News Anglia & various 
Ple Helen Plint Various 
2018 l 
5 Charlie Powell 22 | /TV News West Country 
2017 | Kelsey 
- Redmore “4 
Wales at Six 


2002 | Ruth Wignall #2 
a Sally Williams ITV News London 


2002 


James Wright Various 


hideFormer regions on air team 


ITV News Tyne 
2011 Helen Carnell Toe & LOOL UE. 


Bob Crampton 

ITV News West Country 
Gillian Davies 
ITV News Meridian 
ITV News West Country 
Calendar & various 
ITV News West Country 
y Holleron ITV News Central 


2000-2009 Gemma- NENE MEN Tan 
Humphries 


2004-2008 Wendy Hurrell 
ITV News Anglia 
ta 
1991-2008 Bob Johnson ITV News Tyne Tees 


2010 Lara Lewington ITV News London 


1996-2009 Debbie Lindley Calendar & various 


ar a E 
1997-2000 ITV News Anglia 

2010-2013 pene ee aii ie ITV News London 

ITV News Central & various 


2005-2009 Chrissie Reidy 
ITV News London 
2009-2012 Fred Talbot Granada Reports 


m] Sara Thornton ITV News Anglia 
2009-2012 Philippa Tomson 
ITV News Tyne 


T Look. 
2009-2010, EE ees & Lookaround 
2012 so 
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References[edit] 


1. ^ "E.ON abandons 18-year ITV Weather sponsorship". BrandRepublic. 18 September 
2007. Retrieved 18 September 2007. 
2. ^ Jump up to:? 2 Alex Beresford profile itv.com 


3. ^ Becky Mantin profile itv.com 

4. ^ Lucy Verasamy profile itv.com 

5. ^ John Hammond BBC Weather 

6. ^ Whirlwind wedding for Sian Lloyd. BBC News, 2 January 2008. 

7. ^ Why has Sian Lloyd left ITV? Mystery as 56-year-old weathergirl quietly moves on with 
no announcement after 24 years. Harriet Arkell. Daily Mail. London. 8 August 2014 

8. ^ Angie Phillips BBC Weather 

9. ^ Sophia Bird profile itv.com, 30 May 2019 

10. * Des Coleman profile itv.com 

11. ^ Jump up to:? 4 Aisling Creevey and Chris Page profiles itv.com, 2 August 2018 
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ITV Sport 


uw SPORT 


Type Sports coverage 
Genre Sport 


Predecessor Granada Sport; 
Carlton Sport; 
ISN (London News Network) 


Founded 1985 


Founder ITV Network 

Headquarters London 
England 

Area served United Kingdom 

Key people Niall Sloane 


(ITV Director of Sport); 
Mark Demuth 
(Controller of Sport Production) 


Parent ITV Studios 


Website itv.com/sport 


ITV Sport is a sport producer for ITV. It was formed following the merger 
between Granada Sport and Central Sport. 


The majority of ITV Sport programmes are broadcast on ITV4 although live football, 
major horse racing events, the Rugby World Cup and the French Open Tennis finals are 
shown on the ITV Network (ITV, STV and UTV). 


The controller of ITV Sport is Niall Sloane, who reports to ITV's director of news, current 
affairs and sport Michael Jermey. 


History[edit] 


ITV Sport was created as an umbrella brand for sport programmes on ITV Network, No 
programmes were actually produced by ITV Sport during this time, but rather the 15 ITV 
companies each produced sports shows for the umbrella brand, such as World of Sport 
by LWT and Thames. 


In 2004, Granada and Carlton merged, creating a single company for all ITV franchises 
in England and Wales. The current ITV sport department was formed from the 
amalgamation of Granada Sport, Carlton's (previously Central's) sports department and 
ISN, the sport division of London News Network. 


Former Sport channel[edit] 
Main article: ITV Sport Channel 


Channel's logo 


ITV used to have a dedicated sports channel on the ITV Digital network. Originally 
broadcasting UEFA Champions League football and ATP Masters Series tennis under the 
brand ONsport, it was renamed as the ITV Sport Channel. Lasting for just one 
football season, the ITV Sport Channel launched on Saturday 11 August 2001 and closed 
on Saturday 12 May 2002.4 


Pay-per-view[edit] 
ITV Sport Select{edit] 


During the 2001-02 football season ITV showed the on-demand Premier League football 
matches from Sky Sports on a channel called ITV Sport Select. 


ITV Box Officef[edit] 


ITV launched its pay-per-view channel, ITV Box Office, on 4 February 2017 when it 
showed coverage of Chris Eubank Jr.'s world title boxing fight against Renold Quinlan. 


Current ITV Sport coverage[edit] 
Football[edit] 


ITV holds joint rights for the FIFA World Cup with the BBC and has shown every World 
Cup live since 1966, on a shared basis with the BBC. The same arrangement has been 
in place for many years for coverage of the UEFA European Championship and both 
broadcasters shared coverage in 2016. ITV has, since 2008, has covered every England 
international home friendlies and qualifiers for the European Championship and World 
Cup, the deal was extended to include away friendlies in 2009 and qualifiers from 2010 
following the collapse of Setanta Sports, who initially held the rights for those games. 
This has since been extended until 2022, where ITV will show every England qualifier 
and friendly building up to tournaments, while highlights of the new UEFA Nations 
League tournament were also obtained.“ ITV also cover one other European qualifier 
per round not involving a home nation on ITV4 as well, as showing highlights of the rest 
of the games including those of Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland. ITV also covered the 2017 FIFA Confederations Cup exclusively on ITV and ITV4. 


ITV has a long-standing association with European club football, broadcasting the UEFA 
Champions League every year from 1992 through to 2015. The broadcaster has held 
the rights exclusively from 1992 to 2003, before having shared it with Sky Sports since 
2003. From 1997, ITV began the habit of broadcasting additional matches from the 
competition, at first showing one extra match per week on either the Granada 

Plus or Carlton Select cable channels before, following the launch of On Digital, it 
showed every key match through special bespoke channels Champions on 28 and 
Champions on 99, later ONsport 1 and ONsport 2, as well as on ITV2. This practice 
continued until 2009, when ITV reduced its output to just one live match per set in the 
competition. Live coverage ended in 2015 when BT Sport took over as exclusive 


broadcaster of the UEFA Champions League and UEFA Europa League, although ITV's 
involvement with the competition remained through showing highlights of both 
competitions every matchweek. However ITV lost these rights in 2017 meaning that 
their coverage of the UEFA Champions League, UEFA Europa League and UEFA Super 
Cup will cease after the 2017/18 season as BT Sport won exclusive rights for live 
matches, highlights and online clip rights. 


ITV shared the rights for the FA Cup with the BBC from 1955 to 1988 and again from 
2021-22 with both broadcasters covering the final live. This was generally the only UK 
match shown live on television every season. Both broadcasters started coverage from 
early morning trying to gain the upper hand on their rival. ITV regained the live rights to 
broadcast the FA Cup exclusively on terrestrial television in 1997, showing each final 
with Sky from 1998 to 2001 while the BBC screened highlights on Match of the Day. The 
FA Cup then reverted to the BBC until 2008 when ITV regained the FA Cup 

and England rights.“ However, their coverage of the competition was criticised after a 
string of errors including poor camera angles, very short highlight shows and, most 
notably, the incident during the Fourth Round derby between Everton and Liverpool in 
the 2008-09 competition. After a goalless 90 minutes, the game went to extra-time. And 
when young midfielder Dan Gosling scored the winner in the second half of extra-time, 
ITV accidentally cut to adverts, causing viewers to miss the goal. Eventually, ITV lost 
these rights from the end of the 2013-14 season to BBC Sport. On 23 May 2019, ITV 
snatched the rights from BT Sport from 2021-22 making the FA Cup free to air for the 
first time since 1988. 


In February 2019, ITV acquired the rights to show LaLiga Santander, the top flight of 
Spanish football alongside Eleven Sports and Premier Sports. The deal means ITV will 
show 1 weekly live fixture, and a mid-week highlights program until the end of 

the 2018/19 season.™ From the start of the 2019-20 La Liga season, Premier 

Sports became the exclusive UK broadcaster. 


ITV football presenters[edit] 


Since 2015, ITV's main football host is 5 /ive Sport presenter Mark Pougatch and his 
deputy is Jacqui Oatley. Previous presenters of ITV's football coverage include Jim_ 
Rosenthal (1983-88), Elton Welsby (1988-92), Matthew Lorenzo (1993-94), Bob 

Wilson (1994-99), Des Lynam (1999-2004), Gabby Logan (2004-06), Steve Rider (2006- 
10) and Adrian Chiles (2010-14). 


Motorsport[edit] 


The British Touring Car Championship is another series ITV won away from the BBC, 
doing so in 2002 and in 2004, ITV introduced live coverage of the British Touring Car 
Championship for the first time on network television. Previously the BBC had shown 
occasional races live, but not to this extent. All meetings have been broadcast live by 
ITV Sport since. The races are now shown live on ITV4 and highlights are shown on ITV1 
on Tuesday early morning on the corresponding weekend. Vicki Butler- 

Henderson and Ben Edwards were the presenters from 2002-2005, with Ted_ 

Kravitz and Louise Goodman taking over in 2006. Steve Rider replaced Kravitz in 2009. 


In 2006, ITV replaced Channel 4 as the terrestrial broadcaster of the British 
Superbike Championship. 


Rugby Union[edit] 


The network has broadcast every Rugby World Cup live since 1991, being host 
broadcaster in 1991, 1999 and 2015. The only tournament that ITV has not shown has 


been the inaugural tournament held in 1987. During the eighties and nineties, ITV 
showed a variety of rugby, including Lions Tours, Autumn Internationals and even some 
club rugby, though this was restricted to certain regions. 


When Sky Sports controversially won the rights to show highlights of England home 
internationals, including the Five Nations, ITV sub-licensed highlights rights to those 
games. 


At the same time ITV started coverage of the international Rugby Sevens series. This 
took the form of highlights of most tournaments, with live coverage of those held in 
England and Wales. ITV lost those rights to Sky Sports in 2006, but since 2015 has been 
showing highlights once again. 


ITV acquired shared rights to the Heineken Cup for a single season in 2001, when 
Premium TV failed to launch its channel on time. These games were shown on the ITV 
Sport Channel. 


Between the 2008/09 and 2016/17 seasons, ITV showed highlights of Premiership 
Rugby and the Anglo-Welsh Cup. 


From 2016, in reaction to satellite pay-TV bids from Sky and BT for coverage of the Six_ 
Nations Championship from 2017, the BBC agreed to lose exclusive rights to the 
tournament two years early in order for the BBC and ITV to jointly bid for the rights of 
the tournament to keep the Six Nations on free-to-air television. On 9 July 2015, the bid 
was accepted, and ITV and BBC became joint broadcasters of the Six Nations in the UK 
from 2016 to 2021. ITV will broadcast all England, Ireland and Italy home matches live, 
while BBC will broadcast all France, Scotland and Wales home matches live. Mark 
Pougatch and Jill Douglas present ITV's coverage of the Six Nations. 


On 4 February 2017, it was announced that ITV had extended its contract for the Rugby 
World Cup until the 2023 tournament. The deal also includes live coverage of 

the Women's Rugby World Cup for the first time and the Under 20 World Cup. ITV 
previously showed highlights of the WRWC in 2001. 


Boxing[edit] 


ITV made a return to boxing in 2015, covering Belfast world champion Carl 
Frampton live.22 In 2017 ITV showed Chris Eubank Jr.'s world title boxing fight 
against Renold Quinlan. The event launched ITV's new pay-per-view channel ITV Box 
Office.24 


Horse Racing[edit] 


Until the mid 1980s, horse racing was shown regularly on ITV. Racing was a mainstay of 
World of Sport throughout the programme's run with the ITV Seven featuring almost 
every week. ITV also showed racing during the week. ITV showed many of racing's 
showpiece events, including all the flat racing classics, although the channel never 
showed The Grand National as this event was covered by the BBC. In the mid 1980s 
coverage was switched to Channel 4. In March 1984, ITV's midweek action was moved 
with Saturday's racing coverage making the switch in October 1985 a week after the 
final edition of World of Sport was broadcast. ITV continued to broadcast coverage 

of The Derby, simulcasting Channel 4's coverage, but stopped doing so after the 1988 
event and this was the last time that horse racing was broadcast on ITV until 2017. 


On 1 January 2016 it was announced ITV Sport had won rights to be the exclusive free 
to air home of British Horse Racing from 1 January 2017 taking over from Channel 4 
which had taken ITV rights previously in the 1980s. ITV deal encompassed Horse Racing 


every Saturday Afternoon on ITV or ITV4 as well as covering the major festivals on ITV. 
This deal meant ITV were able to cover festivals such as The Grand National, 
Cheltenham and Royal Ascot which they previously were not allowed to cover when 
they covered Horse Racing on World of Sport and also meant The Derby returning to the 
channel in 2017 for the first time since 1988. 


ITV’s Racing coverage encompasses coverage of almost 100 days of racing each year 
with 41 days on ITV and 60 days on ITV4. ITV main Racing Presenter is Ed_ 

Chamberlin who signed for coverage from Sky Sports and Francesca Cumani who hosts 
during the Flat season. Oli Bell also joined ITV as a presenter of the Opening Show and 
which is broadcast live every Saturday Morning on ITV4.22 Oli also covers main 
presenter duties for Chamberlain when he is off. 


CyclingLedit] 


ITV obtained the rights to the Tour de France in 2002, replacing Channel 4 as the UK 
terrestrial broadcaster. The coverage is shown on ITV4, having aired in previous years 
on ITV2 and ITV3. Initially, live coverage was only broadcast at the weekend but since 
the 2010 Tour de France, ITV4 has broadcast daily live coverage of every stage except 
the final which is shown on ITV, ITV4 have the nightly highlights show. 


Following the ratings success of the Tour de France, ITV invested in more cycling 
coverage and now shows the Women's Tour Tour of Britain and Tour de Yorkshire live. It 
shows highlights of La Vuelta, having previously showed that race live before it 
regularly clashed with the Tour of Britain. ITV has previously shown the Tour of Ireland. 


ITV also has highlights to the Tour Series cycling, and several of the classic French 
races, such as Paris-Roubaix 


Darts[edit] 


ITV was the first broadcaster of darts in the United Kingdom back in 1972. They covered 
many tournaments on World of Sport, including the News of the World Championship 
and the Winmau World Masters. When World of Sport ended ITV scaled back its darts 
coverage and dropped darts altogether in 1988 and with the exception of a single one- 
off event, the 1999 Match of the Century between PDC World Champion Phil Taylor and 
BDO World Champion Raymond van Barneveld. It would be almost 20 years before ITV 
resumed coverage of the sport when in 2007, ITV Sport announced they would be 
covering a new darts tournament, the Grand Slam of Darts, comprising champions of 
both the BDO and PDC tournaments. ITV covered the event between 2007 and 2010 - 
coverage then moved to Sky Sports. 


In 2011 ITV signed a new contract with the PDC to show the European Darts 
Championship in July and the Second Players Championship Finals of 2011." 


On 14 June 2013 the PDC and ITV announced they had signed a new deal to cover four 
tournaments a year from 2013 to 2015. The tournaments are The Players Championship 
which they had covered from 2009 to 2010 and from December 2011 - present, The 
European Championship which they covered previously in 2008 and 2011, a new 
tournament called the Masters where the top 16 face in other in a three-day 
tournament, and the UK Open, otherwise known as the FA Cup of Darts, which had 
previously been shown on Sky. 


In late 2014 it was announced ITV signed a deal to cover five darts tournaments in 2015 
covering a new tournament entitled the World Series of Darts Finals. This means that in 
2015 ITV will cover the Masters in January, the UK Open in March, the European 


Championship in October, the World Series of Darts Finals and Players Championship 
Finals in November.) 


Tennis[edit] 


In 2011, ITV Sport won the rights from the BBC to show the French Open! and has 
shown the event since 2012. The bulk of the daily coverage is broadcast on ITV4 
although both singles finals plus other weekend matches are shown on ITV. However, 
controversy reigned in 2014 when the main ITV channel stopped coverage of the men's 
final with four points left and sent the match to ITV4 thus denying viewers recording the 
match the chance to watch later and those with Freeview in some rural areas (where 
ITV4 may not be available on Freeview) the chance to see Rafael Nadal win an historic 
title. This did not deter ITV from immediately renewing its deal to show the tournament 
and ITV Sport will now show the French Open until 2018.22 


Snooker[edit] 


In the 1980s and early 1990s, ITV broadcast up to four Major Snooker Tournaments per 
season including The Jameson International, The World Doubles Championship, The 
World Matchplay (which replaced the World Doubles in 1988), The Lada/Mercantile 
Credit Classic and The British Open. Daytime action was sometimes shown on Channel 4 
until 1988. However, ITV decided to axe all of its snooker after the 1993 British Open 
and apart from a brief return to the green baize in 2000 and 2001, the sport was absent 
from ITV screens for more than 20 years. 


Since 2010 ITV has shown a single weekend of a new format of the sport called Power 
Snooker and in February 2013 ITV4 broadcast the World Open. It was announced in June 
2013 that ITV4 will cover the new tournament entitled the Champion of Champions from 
November 2013. In summer 2014 ITV and Barry Hearn announced they had signed a 5- 
year deal to cover 2 Snooker Tournaments per year, keeping coverage of the Champion 
of Champions and a new tournament called the World Grand Prix.24 In August 

2015, World Snooker announced that ITV4 would televise the Snooker Shoot Out in a 
three-year deal through to 2018.28 


Sports Life Stories[edit] 


ITV Sport's award-winning “2 documentary strand has featured the stories of many 
sporting greats. Sports Life Stories series one was first shown on ITV4 in 2012 and 
included episodes on Ronnie O'Sullivan, Dame Kelly Holmes, Fabrice Muamba, Barry 
McGuigan, Gareth Thomas, Brian Lara, Amir Khan and Lawrence Dallaglio. Series two 
first shown on ITV4 in 2013 included episodes on James Cracknell, David Weir, Nicola 
Adams, Jermain Defoe, Eric Bristow, Chris Eubank, Didier Drogba and Jimmy White. 
Series 3 returns in February 2015. Reporters on the series have included Gabriel Clarke, 
Ned Boulting, Adam Darke and Leon Mann. 


List of Current ITV Sport Rights[edit] 
Football 
e FIFA World Cup Finals: All matches live on BBC Sport & ITV Sport (2018-2022)24 


e UEFA European Championship Finals: All matches live on BBC Sport & ITV Sport 
(2016 and 2020) 


e England Internationals: All England European Championship Qualifiers and World 
Cup Qualifiers live until 2024. Pre-tournament Friendly Matches Live until (2024) and 
highlights of Nations League games until 2024. 

e FA Youth Cup: Semi-finals and final are shown live on ITV4 


Rugby Union 


e Rugby World Cup: All matches Live on ITV & ITV4 (to 2023)24 

e Rugby World Cup for women: Live on ITV and ITV4 until 2021 

e Under 20 Rugby World Cup: Live on ITV4 until 2023 

e Guinness 6 Nations: ITV has rights to England, Ireland and Italy home games (2016- 
2021) 2 

e The Varsity Match: Both women's and men's matches on ITV4 


Tennis 


e French Open: Live on ITV & ITV4 (to 2021)24 
Motorsport 


e British Touring Cars Championship: Live on ITV4 (to 2021) 
e World Superbike Championship: Highlights on ITV4 

e British Superbike Championship: Highlights on ITV4 

e Isle of Man TT: Highlights on ITV4 


e Goodwood Festival of Speed, Goodwood Revival and Goodwood Members Meeting 
e British F3 Championship highlights 
Boxing 


e Premier Boxing Champions: Live on ITV4 and ITV Box Office 


Snooker 


e Champion of Champions: Live on ITV4 (to 2020) 
e World Grand Prix: Live on ITV4 (to 2020) 

e Players Championship: Live on ITV4 (to 2020) 

e Tour Championship: Live on ITV4 (to 2020) 


Darts 


e UK Open: Live on ITV4 

e European Championship: Live on ITV4 

e The Masters: Live on ITV4 

e World Series of Darts Finals: Live on ITV4 

e Players Championship Finals: Live on ITV4 

e World Series of Darts: Delayed & Live Coverage of 6 events on ITV4 (Delayed 
coverage of events outside UK & Europe) 


Cycling 


e Tour de France: Live Coverage & Highlights on ITV4 


e La Course by Le Tour de France: Live on ITV4 
e Tour of Britain: Live coverage & Highlights on ITV4 


e Women's Tour of Britain: Highlights on ITV4 

e Tour de Yorkshire: Live on ITV4 

e Vuelta a Espana: Highlights on ITV4 

e British Road Race Championships: Highlights on ITV4 
e Tour Series: Highlights on ITV4 


Horse Racing 


e Exclusive terrestrial rights to a minimum of 95 days of racing, live on ITV, ITV3 and 
ITV4 including Cheltenham Festival, Grand National, Derby & Royal Ascot 


Wrestling 


e ©All Elite Wrestling (2019-present, selected matches on ITV4 and more fights on ITV 
Box Office) 221 


List of Current ITV Sport Personnell[edit] 
Football 


e Eni Aluko 

e Slaven Bilic 

e Gabriel Clarke 

e Lee Dixon (Also works for NBC Sports) 

e lain Dowie (Also works for Sky Sports) 

e Richard Dunne (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Patrice Evra 

e Terry Gibson (Also works for Sky Sports) 

e Danny Higginbotham (Also works for Sky Sports) 

e Celina Hinchcliffe 

e Glenn Hoddle (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Seb Hutchinson (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Seema Jaswal (Also works for BBC Sport) 

e Roy Keane (Also works for Sky Sports) 

e Henrik Larsson 

e Sam Matterface (Also works for Talksport) 

e Ally McCoist (Also works for BT Sport and Talksport) 

e Jacqui Oatley (Also works for BBC Sport and BBC Radio 5 Live) 
e Gary Neville (On loan for 2018 World Cup from Sky Sports) 
e Martin O'Neill 

e Mark Pougatch (Also works for BT Sport & BBC Radio 5 Live) 
e Emmanuel Petit 

e Joe Speight (Also works for IMG) 

e Clive Tyldesley (Also works for NBC Sports) 

e lan Wright (Also works for BBC Sport) 

e Jon Champion (Also works for ESPN) 

e Seb Hutchinson (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Terry Gibson 


Boxing 


e Gabriel Clarke 

e George Groves 

e David Haye 

e Ronald McIntosh (Also works for BBC Sport) 

e Duke McKenzie 

e Mark Pougatch (Also works for Channel 5) 

e Richie Woodhall (Also works for BBC Sport & BT Sport) 


Cycling 


e Chris Boardman (Also works for BBC Sport) 
e Ned Boulting 
e Gary Imlach 


e Hugh Porter 
e David Millar 


e Matt Smith 
Darts 


e Dan Dawson (Also works for BBC Sport, PDC TV and Talksport) 
e Chris Mason (Also works for Talksport & Eurosport/Quest) 

e Jacqui Oatley 

e Stuart Pyke (Also works for Sky Sports) 

e John Rawling (Also works for Talksport & Eurosport/Quest) 

e Alan Warriner-Little (Also works for BBC Sport) 


Horse Racing 


e lan Bartlett 

e Oli Bell 

e Matt Chapman (Also works for Sky Sports Racing) 
e Ed Chamberlin 

e Francesca Cumani 
e Mick Fitzgerald 

e Brian Gleeson 

e  Sally-Ann Grassick 
e Luke Harvey 

e Charlotte Hawkins 
e Mark Heyes 

e Richard Hoiles 

e Mark Johnson 

e AP McCoy 

e Johnny Murtagh 


e Victoria Pendleton 

e Rishi Persad (Also works for Racing TV) 
e Alice Plunkett 

e Brough Scott 

e Hayley Turner 

e Lucy Verasamy 


e jason Weaver 


Motorsport 


e David Addison 

e Louise Goodman 

e Tim Harvey 

e Barry Nutley (Also works for my Eurosport) 
e Niall Mackenzie (Also works for Eurosport) 
e Steve Rider 


e Paul O'Neill 

e Phil Glew 

e Simon Hill 

e Richard John-Neil 
Rugby Union 


e Maggie Alphonsi (Also works for Sky Sports) 

e Martin Bayfield (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Marco Bortolami 

e Gabriel Clarke 

e Lawrence Dallaglio (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Gordon D'Arcy (Also works for BBC Radio 5 Live & Eir Sport) 
e Jill Douglas 

e Craig Doyle (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Sean Fitzpatrick (Also works for Sky Sports) 

e David Flatman (Also works for Channel 5 and BT Sport) 
e Martin Gillingham 


e George Gregan 
e Bryan Habana (Also works for Channel 4) 


e jim Hamilton (Also works for BBC Sport) 

e Miles Harrison (Also works for Sky Sports and Channel 4) 
e Scott Hastings (Also works for Sky Sports) 

e Ben Kay (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Michael Lynagh (Also works for Sky Sports) 

e Sir lan McGeechan 

e Nick Mullins (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Ugo Monye (Also works for BT Sport & BBC Radio 5 Live) 
e Brian O'Driscoll (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Paul O'Connell (Also works for BBC Sport) 

e Mike Phillips 

e Mark Pougatch 

e Alan Quinlan (Also works for Sky Sports) 

e Jamie Roberts 

e Jason Robinson 

e Gareth Thomas 

e Sam Warburton 

e Simon Ward 

e Danielle Waterman 

e Shane Williams (Also works for BBC Radio 5 Live) 


e jonny Wilkinson 


e Sir Clive Woodward 


Snooker 


e Jill Douglas 

e Rishi Persad 

e Neal Foulds (Also works for Eurosport) 

e Alan McManus (Also works for BBC Sport) 

e Stephen Hendry (Also works for BBC Sport) 
e Clive Everton 

e David Hendon (Also works for Eurosport) 

e Phil Yates (Also works for Eurosport) 


Tennis 


e Marion Bartoli (Also works for BBC Sport) 

e Jim Courier (Also works for Prime Video and Seven Network) 

e Celina Hinchcliffe 

e John Inverdale (Also works for BBC Sport) 

e Anne Keothavong (Also works for BT Sport) 

e Nick Mullins (Also works for BBC Sport and BT Sport) 

e Mark Petchey (Also works for BBC Sport and Prime Video) 

e Fabrice Santoro 

e Sam Smith (Also works for BBC Sport, BT Sport and Prime Video) 


Previous ITV Sport coverage[edit] 
Athletics[edit] 


In 1985, ITV won the rights to show British Athletics from the BBC. As well as 
broadcasting UK athletics, the channel also showed many of the major European 
evening meetings whereby ITV showed the first hour with the second hour broadcast 
on Channel 4. ITV also broadcast the 1983 and 1987 World Championships and the 
European Athletics Championships during the 1980s and in 1990. Again, some of the 
coverage was broadcast on Channel 4. Jim Rosenthal presented the coverage with 
commentary from Alan Parry, Peter Matthews and Steve Ovett. ITV scaled back its 
coverage of the sport in the early 1990s and decided to axe all remaining athletics 
coverage in 1997 and the sport has subsequently never been seen on the 

channel. Channel 4 briefly took the baton from ITV, showing UK meetings in 1997 and 
1998, before coverage reverted to the BBC in 1999. 


The Boat Race[edit] 


In 2004, ITV won the rights to the annual Varsity Boat Race from the BBC.“ The 
contract ran to 2009. Hosts of the coverage were initially Gabby Logan and Mark 
Durden Smith. Craig Doyle took over as presenter, while Peter Drury 

commentated. James Cracknell acted as a co presenter and pundit. ITV Sport did not 
renew its contract for The Boat Race after its contract ended due to wanting to 
concentrate on football and the rights reverted to the BBC. 


Boxing[edit] 


ITV Sport has broadcast many boxing matches over the years under the Big Fight 

Live banner and the sport was a regular fixture on ITV screens until the mid 1990s when 
ITV lost its two premier contracts - in mid-1994 Barry Hearn took Chris Eubank and his 
stable of fighters to Sky Sports and at the start of 1995, Sky Sports won the rights to 
show Sports Network fights.22 This left ITV with only occasional boxing for the following 
ten years. Their only networked boxing during this period were a few fights 

involving Shea Neary, thanks to a contract with Merseyside promoter John Hyland. 
Other bouts were shown on ITV2 and the ill-fated ITV Sport Channel and some boxing 
was shown on a regional basis, but this was rare. 


In May 2005, ITV returned to the ring with live coverage of Amir Khan's last fight before 
becoming professional against Mario Kindelan. It achieved a peak audience of 6.3 
million viewers, encouraging ITV to reach a long-term agreement to broadcast the main 
share of Frank Warren's Sports Network fights and as a result broadcast fights 
involving Amir Khan, Joe Calzaghe, Danny Williams, Audley Harrison, Dereck 

Chisora and others. Other highlights included Joe Calzaghe's emphatic victory over Jeff_ 
Lacy for the WBO and IBF super-middleweight world title at the Manchester MEN 

Arena in March 2006. During this period the main event was usually shown on 

the ITV Network while undercard matches were often televised on ITV4. 


On 6 September 2008, Amir Khan switched to Sky from ITV, signalling the end of ITV's 
contract with Frank Warren's Sports Network promotion. Later that month, ITV 
announced a 2-year, 26-fight deal with Hennessy Sports. The majority of fights were 
screened on ITV4 and was once again hosted by Jim Rosenthal, who made an 
unexpected return to ITV having previously been axed in early 2008. Amir Khan moved 
back to ITV in 2010, when his fight against Paulie Malignaggi was broadcast live in the 
early hours of Sunday 15 May 2010. ITV also broadcast delayed coverage of at least 
one Carl Froch fight in America the night after it took place. ITV then decided to stop 
covering the sport as ITV thought that boxing was no longer commercially viable. 


In 2017/18, ITV broadcast the inaugural World Boxing Super Series tournament.24 ITV 
didn't renew the contract for the 2018-19 event and the rights moved to Sky Sports. 


The main host of ITV Boxing was Jim Rosenthal and until 1996 the main commentators 
were Reg Gutteridge and Jim Watt, both of whom moved to Sky while continuing to 
commentate for the few boxing shows ITV televised in the late 1990s, which were 
presented by Russ Williams. Graham Beecroft commentated on boxing on a regional 
basis during the late 1990s. When boxing returned to ITV on a regular basis in 2005 Jim 
Rosenthal resumed presenting duties and Barry McGuigan left Sky Sports to continue 
his role as a pundit on ITV. John Rawling and Duke McKenzie were the commentators 
and Gabriel Clarke provided reports and conducted interviews with the boxers. 


Commonwealth Games[edit] 


The only ITV coverage of the Commonwealth Games has been of the 1958 
Games in Cardiff, which was shared with the BBC.2® Otherwise this event has been 
shown exclusively on the BBC. 


Cricket[edit] 


Cricket has only been shown very occasionally on ITV with the Gillette Cup between 
1963-1969 and England home test matches with alternative rotation of coverage with 
the BBC between 1966-1968. The BBC had been the major broadcaster of cricket during 
the 20th century until it lost all of its cricket coverage to Channel 4 in 1999. However, 


during the BBC's dominance of coverage of the sport ITV occasionally broadcast cricket 
on a regional basis, such as the Roses matches between Yorkshire and Lancashire which 
were shown in the north of England. ITV also showed highlights of England's overseas 
tour of New Zealand in 1988. 


There was to be no further cricket on ITV until in 2010 the broadcaster signed a deal to 
show the 2010 Indian Premier Leaguer% and encouraged by the success of having aired 
the Indian Premier League (IPL) in 2010, on a one-year contract, UK broadcaster ITV has 
signed a new four-year deal with Sony Entertainment for the UK broadcast rights to the 
IPL. In February 2014 ITV lost coverage of the IPL from the 2015 season to Sky Sports.& 


ITV also broadcast highlights of the 2010/11 Ashes series 24 and the 2015 Cricket World 
Cup.22 


Football[edit] 


Previously, ITV held the rights to English top flight football highlights (both in its current 
iteration as the Premier League and as the old Football League First Division). It 
acquired the Premiership highlights in 2000 for the 2001-02, 2002-03 and 2003-04 
seasons, surprising the BBC, the previous holders, and ending Match of the Day as a 
weekly programme. The ITV programme was titled The Premiership and was presented 
by Des Lynam (himself formerly a presenter for Match of the Day), Matt Smith or Gabby 
Logan. The show originally went out at 7pm, but this ended up being unpopular with 
viewers and advertisers. As such, the show was moved to 10.30pm only a few months 
later. During this period, The Goal Rush was aired on Saturday during the football 
matches taking place on that day to provide live scores and match reports.23 It used a 
similar format to Gillette Soccer Saturday on Sky Sports but never achieved good 
ratings. The programme ended in 2003. ITV held the Premiership rights for one three- 
year contract - the rights returned to the BBC for the start of the 2004-05 season. 


ITV also showed coverage of the African Cup of Nations on ITV4 from 2010-2015 with 
both live coverage and highlights, these rights were lost after 2015 to British Eurosport 
who show the tournament exclusively. ITV also showed highlights of the UEFA 
Champions League & Europa League from 2015-2018 after they lost their live rights but 
it was transferred to BT Sport after the 2018 final. 


Formula 1[edit] 


ITV covered Formula One during the 1976 and 1977 seasons and from 1997 to 2008, 
after the BBC lost the rights. The deal, worth £60 million, offered extended pre and post 
race analysis and complete live coverage of qualifying, thanks to a deal negotiated 

with FOM's Bernie Ecclestone. ITV chose to bid for the rights due to constantly being 
beaten at weekends while the Grand Prix coverage was on.) 


ITV drew criticism for airing advertisement breaks during the races - they were obliged 
to take five three-minute commercial breaks during each race. In 2005 the network 
angered fans by running adverts during the tense conclusion to the San Marino Grand 
Prix. ITV repeated the last three laps after the race but were inundated with complaints 
from angry viewers. As a result of these complaints, the server on their website crashed 
and they were fined by regulator Ofcom. An on-air apology was made before the start of 
the next race in Spain two weeks later.22! 


In March 2008, ITV announced that they had enacted a clause within their contract 
enabling them to leave F1 coverage after the 2008 season. It is believed this was done 
for commercial reasons and to allow more money to be spent on securing coverage of 
the UEFA Champions League. The BBC retained coverage from 2009 until 2015.22 


In December 2015, ITV were rumoured to be broadcasting Formula One again from 
the 2016 season. However, the contract instead went to Channel 4, who would cover 
half of the races live like the BBC did from 2012-15. 


Motorsport[edit] 


From 2014-2016 ITV4 showed highlights of MotoGP which aired on the Monday night 
after the race, the BT Sport team contributed to the commentary and was in essence a 
BT Sport production for ITV. These rights were lost to Channel 5 for the 2017 season, 
then the rights went to Quest for the 2019 season. 


For the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 seasons ITV and ITV4 showed live coverage of 
Formula E, the races were presented by Jennie Gow from London and commentary was 
provided by the world feed of Jack Nicholls and Dario Franchitti. Again, these rights were 
lost to Channel 5 for the 2016-2017 season, then for the 2018-19 season the rights 
went to the BBC, Quest, and BT Sport. 


ITV4 also showed coverage of the World Rally Championship in the mid 2000s under 
their speed Sunday banner and again from 2012-2015 again losing the rights to 
Channel 5. 


Olympic Gamesf[edit] 


ITV covered the summer Olympic Games 1968, 1972, 1980 and 1988. Costs associated 
with staff working overseas prevented coverage of the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics but 
the Games returned to ITV screens for one last time in 1988, sharing the coverage with 
Channel 4 - Channel 4 showing the overnight and breakfast coverage with ITV covering 
the daytime action as well as broadcasting early evening highlights programmes.24 


ITV has never fully broadcast the Winter Olympics, although excerpts from the 1960 
Games, which were not otherwise covered in Britain, were featured in ITN bulletins.&# 


Rugby Union[edit] 


Between the 2008-2009 and 2016-17 seasons ITV Sport showed a weekly highlights 
programme of all Premiership Rugby and Anglo-Welsh Cup matches. This went to 
Channel 5 who now show highlights and 5 live matches 


Wimbledon[edit] 


During the 1960s ITV covered the Wimbledon tennis tournament alongside the BBC. 
Wrestling[edit] 


Was shown as part of ITV's flagship sports programme World of Sport until the 
programme was cancelled in 1985. After that, wrestling was shown as a programme in 
its own right, moving to a lunchtime slot. This continued until 1988. Its many stars 
included Big Daddy and Giant Haystacks, and it received viewing figures of 8 million 
every week. World of Sport Wrestling returned on New Years Day 2017 with a new 
generation of British Wrestlers and commentary from legendary WWE commentator Jim 
'JR' Ross and former British Wrestler Alex Shane. 
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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For other uses with meanings and also known as CITV, see CITV (disambiguation). 


CITV (Children's ITV) 


Launched 3 January 1983 
(block) (as Children's ITV) 
11 March 2006 (channel) 


Network ITV 

Owned by ITV Digital Channels 
(ITV plc) 
1080i HDTV 


Picture format 
(CITV Breakfast) 


576i 16:9 SDTV 


(CITV Channel) 


Audience share 0.21% (CITV channel) 
(June 2019, BARB) 


Slogan Do you wanna play? 


Country United Kingdom 


Sister channel(s) ITV 


ITVBe 
ITV Box Office 


Website itv.com/citv 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 203 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 602 


Sky (UK only) Channel 621 


Astra 2E (28.2°E) 10758 V 22000 5/6 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 734 


WightFibre Channel 103 


Streaming media 


ITV Hub Catch up (UK only) 
TvPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Sky Go Watch live (UK only) 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


CITV (short for Children's ITV or initialed for Children's Independent Television) is 
a British free-to-air children's television channel from ITV Digital Channels, a division 


of ITV plc. It broadcasts content from the CITV archive and acquisitions, every day from 
6 am to 9 pm which was previously 6 am to 6 pm until 21 February 2016 in an attempt 
to compete with CBBC." It is also the title of a programming block on the ITV network at 
weekends.'! 


Children's ITV launched on 3 January 1983, as a late afternoon programming block on 
the ITV network. '*s4 It replaced the earlier Watch It! branding and introduced 
networked in-vision continuity links between programmes. These links were originally 
pre-recorded from a small London studio, up until 1987 when Central won the contract 
to produce live links from their Birmingham studios. In 2004, presentation of CITV was 
relocated to Granada Television in Manchester, which saw the demise of in-vision 
continuity. Nine years later, the operations moved to ITV Granada's MediaCityUK studios 
in Salford. 


In 2006, CITV launched as a channel in its own right. The CITV channel averages around 
100,000 viewers between 4pm-6pm every day. The CITV strand on the ITV network airs 

on weekend mornings from 6 am to 9:25 am, as part of the ITV Breakfast time slot. CITV 
has no HD or +1 simulcast, unlike the rest of ITV’s portfolio of channels. 


History[edit] 
Watch It! and Children's ITV: Early years (1980-1989)[edit] 


Before being known as Children's ITV, the timeslot for children's programmes on the ITV 
Network was briefly branded as Watch /t!. The Watch It! brand started on 29 December 
1980 and was presented live by the duty continuity announcer in each ITV region. 


The notion of networking children's continuity was first suggested within ITV as far back 
as the early 1970s, but with fierce regional identities prevalent - including scheduling, 
presentation and programming - the idea stalled until the late 1970s, when 

the IBA began to express concern that most ITV shows for children were not consistent 
or fully networked. On Thursdays, the ITV regions were able to broadcast whatever 
programmes they wished; many non-children's programmes appeared, such as Litt/e 
House on the Prairie . |n December 1980, ITV announced its first concerted effort at a 
more coherent approach to children's output, with the introduction of Watch It! each 
weekday from 4.15 pm to 5.15 pm, after the IBA continued to emphasized issues.“ 


Watch It! was conceived by the promotions department at ATV, with the 
implementation of the branding differed from region to region, thus it was always 
transmitted locally and never provided on a network basis. ATV provide different 
animations each season, to freshen up what was available to each company. Most 
regions, including Southern/TVS and Granada, would use their own station announcers 
during Watch It! airtime. 


Shortly after the start of new franchises in 1982, some ITV stations raised concerns 
that Watch It! had not gone far enough to address previous concerns. Central's 
Controller of Children's Programmes, Lewis Rudd, suggested a different approach to the 
presentation method. As a result, the Central promotions department came up with the 
initial concept for Children's ITV. The new look was devised, and links between 
programmes were pre-recorded using presenters drawn from the constituent 
programmes. The networking arrangements were similar to those already in place for 
the transmission of schools programmes - the links were played out from Central and 
the component programmes came from the supplying companies.“ 


Children's ITV went to air on Monday 3 January 1983,” between 4 pm and 5.15 pm each 
weekday afternoon, the extra fifteen minutes being filled by a repeat of one of the pre- 
school programmes shown at lunchtime the same day. Initially featuring a different 
presenter each month (usually from children's television), the links were pre-recorded in 
advance in a small studio at a London facility called Molinare, using a single locked-off 
camera. The first set design was a rocket ship and was used for the first few months. 
The concept was eventually retired, and the set and style of presentation used began to 
reflect the artist presenting that month or the programme that he/she fronted. 


By 1984, the links were still being recorded, but using a common, stylized set known as 
Network Control, which allowed the presenter to be joined by guests in the studio for 
interviews. The exterior of this fictitious location also featured in the animations and 
stings. Technical considerations often left the system flawed. With each programme 
coming from a different playout source (usually from that of the originating ITV 
company), and each link being pre-recorded (played out by Central), things often went 
wrong on air: programmes would be rolled early and the links would be cut short. 
Programmes would also fail to appear and the presenter would be left on screen. 
Because each link was recorded for the slot available, the presenter would hold the final 
pose for a few moments so that the transmission controller at Central had something to 
leave on screen just in case. Pre-recording the links also meant that late schedule 
changes could not be easily referenced. 


In September 1985, the BBC revamped their own children's presentation with the 
introduction of "Children's BBC". Using the BBC1 announcer booth at BBC Television 
Centre, later dubbed "The Broom Cupboard", Phillip Schofield provided links between 
the programmes. This format of a small self-op continuity studio using one single 
presenter (and an occasional puppet) continued in largely the same format until 1993, 
but was broadcast live and allowed for a looser, more relaxed style of presentation than 
the rival ITV service. 


Children's ITV went live two years later. Using the small presentation studio at 

their Broad Street studios - which had become available since in-vision continuity for 
the Central region was dropped - former Central announcer Gary Terzza and Debbie 
Shore presented live links from a set built to look like a transmitting station. Although 
the studio space was small, the designers' use of a plate glass mirror gave the effect of 
a much larger set. The new live format gave brought a great deal of flexibility; timings 
could be altered, schedule changes reflected and breakdowns dealt with in a continuous 
manner. In 1988, the format was refreshed again with a new single presenter, Mark 
Granger, replacing Terzza and Shore, in a smaller, more basic studio set which included 
in-vision monitors showing the VT clock of the next scheduled item. 


The Stonewall Productions era (1989-1991) [edit] 


From 3 April 1989, the independent production company Stonewall Productions won the 
contract to produce Children's ITV presentation. Stonewall Productions was headed up 
by Michael Jackson, a Central staffer who used his expertise to prepare a suitable 
application. 


Whereas Central had restricted links to the station's former in-vision presentation 
studio, Stonewall chose not to use a fixed set, but instead presented links from various 
areas of Central's headquarters at Broad Street in Birmingham, utilising a rotating team 
of presenters which included Clive Warren (now a DJ), Jeanne Downs (a singer), Jerry 
Foulkes (a producer who left Children's ITV on 22 December 1989) and a large puppet 
dog called Scally.™ 


Central regains control (1991-2000) [edit] 


CITV logo (1998-2006) 


Central won back the contract to produce the continuity links from 1 April 1991, 
choosing to revert links back to a small in-vision studio and using one regular presenter, 
Tommy Boyd. During the 1991-93 era, greater importance was being placed throughout 
television on promotions (trailers) as a way of effectively detailing areas of the schedule 
to viewers who might not know about them. The 1993 invitation to tender for the 
provision of the Children's ITV service specified a minimum number of high quality 
trailers that the successful applicant must produce over the term of the contract. With a 
large promotions department - and a strong, highly credible reputation for presentation 
within the ITV network - the contract remained with Central. 


In February 1993, in-vision presentation was dropped by the first Network Centre 
controller of children's & daytime programming Dawn Airey (a former Central 
management trainee) with Steven Ryde providing live out-of-vision continuity links 
featuring a wide variety of animated characters. On 6 September 1993, CITV was 
extended to start at 3.30 pm, when ITV network centre decided to move the pre-school 
children slot from 12.10 pm, to be branded under the CITV in the afternoon slot. Around 
the same time, the Children's ITV name was changed to CITV, having been used in 
some form or another since the previous year. However, the Children's was not 
removed from the logo until Monday 2 September 1996, the same month a digital on- 
screen graphic (DOG) was introduced. 


Presentation for the service was moved in 1997 when Central moved into new, smaller 
studios at Gas Street Studios in Birmingham, which continued until Monday 25 May 
1998, when a new in-vision service was introduced by the new controller of ITV 
children's output, Nigel Pickard. Steven Ryde became a producer with Stephen Mulhern 
and Danielle Nicholls becoming the new presentation team. A new logo was introduced 
(with traces predecessors), and henceforth the service was referred to as CiTV, until the 
2006 re-brand, initially being broadcast from Studio B at Central's Gas Street Studios. 


Central retained the contact to produce CITV for a further two years, seeing off two rival 
bids from other ITV companies.™ Shortly after launch, CITV started sharing studio space 
with the West Midlands edition of Central News in September 1999, allowing room for a 
large stylised set created by a company called Dorans Propmakers. The main studio 

for Central News West had previously been used for live music performances during 
CITV. 


Cutbacks (2001-2008) [edit] 


First CITV channel logo (2006-2009) 


During 2001, CITV's budget was cut by 17% due to the advertising recession, leading to 
CITV's controller Janie Grace publicly criticising Carlton and Granada Television, then the 
main controlling forces in the network, for underinvestment in ITV's children's service. 
ua Grace went even further and complained to the regulator ITC, claiming CITV was 
unlikely to fulfil its range of programming commitments in the following year. Grace 
also sought support from the ITC for the creation of a separate CITV Ltd company which 
would allow more children's output to be made in-house - a proposal which ultimately 
fell apart due to the need for a change in the law and support from the Office of Fair 
Trading.“4 Further cuts took place again during 2002 which brought the total cutback to 
25% of the overall budget (£30million less) .22 


Despite the cutbacks, the ITC noted that CITV had a "sustained an impressive 
schedule", gave "factual material a fresh look" and "continued to produce good 
dramas"! Just after CITV celebrated its 20th birthday in January 2003, Janie Grace 
resigned from the post, just before Nigel Pickard was named as ITV's new Director of 
Programmes.“4l251 Pickard pledged to produce 80 more hours of children's programming 
in 2003, against a target of 520 hours in 2002 and extend the range of programmes to 
include more factual and topical programmes and more mixed entertainment and 
drama, Once again, concerns about CITV and its structure where highlighted by Angus 
Fletcher, president of Jim Henson Television Europe, and Anne Wood, founder of Ragdoll 
Productions, as it could only earn money from a then unreliable advertising market, 
unlike BBC Worldwide where the likes of Teletubbies, Tweenies and Bob the 

Builder became key money earners for the Corporation.“ 


Steven Andrew took over as ITV's controller of children and youth, overseeing the 
merger of Carlton and Granada's children's departments. Andrew also began looking at 
the possibility of launching a CITV channel, which had previously been put on hold by 
budget cuts. On-screen, various changes to the continuity presenting team saw no less 
than eight additions and replacements in the space of four years. By 1 September 2004, 
all in-vision continuity was replaced by voice over, while ITV plc announced the closure 
of its presentation and transmission facilities in Birmingham, signalling the end of CITV 
continuity from Central. Presentation was relocated to Granada in Manchester by 
November 2004. 


Further cuts back took place in 20054 added with the perceived rising costs of original 
production and the effects on advertising revenues following the ban by Ofcom on ‘junk 
food' advertising within children's schedules from 2007221 and increasing competition 
from CBBC and countless digital children's channels for new programmes (especially 
imported cartoons, typically from America). In the summer of 2006, ITV closed down its 


in-house children's production unit, as part of ITV's then on-going process of 
restructuring ITV Productions, and blaming the closure because of the competitive 
production environment, though ITV denied any intention of ditching its children's 
programming from its network schedule.22 At the end of 2006, CITV's weekday 
afternoon strand on the main ITV network ceased, making the CITV channel, which had 
launched earlier that year, the primary outlet for ITV's kids programming. 


Increase in budget (2009-present) [edit] 


In July 2009, ITV announced it was the only channel to have an increased budget. Emma 
Tennant, the then controller of CITV, told the Showcomotion conference "The 
commissioning budgets for all channels next year are going to be smaller, except CITV, 
which is growing - but it will not necessarily spend the additional money on original 
commissions". It was also made clear due to tight budgets it may just lead to more 
acquisitions rather than new programmes being commissioned.2# 


CITV Channel{[edit] 


The CITV channel was due to start in 2001 but was axed when C/TV lost 25% of its 
budget. When Steven Andrew become controller of children and youth at ITV, he stated 
"No kids strategy is complete without us being able to play in the cable and satellite 
world. In fact, we can't not do this and ultimately survive as a kids player in the future". 
221 In early 2004, ITV finally confirmed it was planning to launch a children's channel, but 
as a joint venture. Charles Allen, chief executive of ITV, did not believe in ITV creating a 
new channel as it was already an over-populated market, with talk being held with 
Nickelodeon and Disney.” The plans were dropped 12 months later with ITV instead 
using its own branding, and using spare Daytime capacity on new ITV4, channel being 
launch in the autumn of 2005. The original new channel, with Nickelodeon dubbed "INK" 
(ITV Nickelodeon Kids) - would have seen the two companies share programmes across 
each other's networks. Unfortunately each side failed to agree on the exact structure of 
the new venture and how it would be branded. ITV said We just got to the point of 
thinking that it was more sustainable for us to do it ourselves. The deal fizzled out over 
a period of time. Nickelodeon described the decision to end the talks as a "mutual 
backing away".24 


The original launch date of the channel was set for November 2005, to coincide with the 
launch of ITV42*) but was held back till 11 February 2006. As a result of problems 
"clearing the digital rights to children's programming" and "comprehensive" re- 
branding, it was again pushed back by another four weeks.2& Promos for the channel 
began on 20 February, including an online countdown clock, running to the channel's 
launch date. As has become standard for Freeview channel launches, the channel was 
allocated an EPG number well before transmission started. Initially, a static 'coming 
soon' graphic was shown, followed by a preview video loop running from late February 
2006 until the launch.24 The channel launched on 11 March 2006 at 9.25 am, replacing 
the ITV News Channel on Freeview Channel 75, Homechoice (now known as TalkTalk TV) 
and Telewest Channel 734.2 It also launched on Sky Channel 624 on 8 May 2006 and 
NTL22! Channel 76/602 on 6 June. Additionally, the channel simulcasts CITV Breakfast 
(previously known as GMTV2, which was originally broadcast on ITV2, then ITV4) on 
weekdays between 6 am and 9.25 am. 


CITV logo from 2009-2013, 


The channel broadcasts daily from 6 am to 6 pm and previously time-shared 

with ITV4 until 5 February 2008 when ITV4 expanded its broadcast hours to become a 
full 24-hour channel. As a consequence, it moved to the multiplex space on Freeview 
originally held by ABC1 from English and Scottish transmitters and S4C from Welsh 
transmitters, this meant that viewers of the latter were unable to receive the channel on 
Freeview unless they could receive transmissions from England. On 2 November 2009, 
the channel was relaunched, with a new logo and new branding to match ITV1 as part of 
ITV plc's corporate look. The channel's pre-school strand was given a dramatic overhaul, 
and renamed Mini CITV. Mini CITV is hosted by a group of spacemen-like beings called 
the Minis, who oversee presentation items on the channel. With the exception of 
weekends and holidays, Mini C/TV took up the majority of output on the channel for a 
few years, though this was scaled back in 2012. On 9 January 2012, a change in 

the forward error correction mode on the multiplex allowed CITV to broadcast in Wales 
on Freeview. On 21 December 2012, the channel aired its first live programme since 
2006, a 45-minute CITV special of Text Santa, ITV's Christmas charity appeal. A year 
later a series of 10-minute programmes titled He/p for Hattitude in aid of the above- 
mentioned appeal was produced for the channel - both programmes were produced in- 
house by ITV Studios. A new look was introduced on 14 January 2013 to coincide with 
ITV's corporate rebranding. The channel adopted a "yellowy-orange" logo with playful 
idents that "burp and fart, and do other things kids love".22 On the weekend of Saturday 
5 and Sunday 6 January 2013, CITV celebrated its thirty years of service with a 
marathon of archive programming, officially known as the Old Skool Weekend. 


On 22 February 2016, CITV extended its on-air hours, the channel now finishes at 21:00 
rather than the earlier 18:00. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by CITV 


Programming between 6:00 and 9:25 am is controlled by ITV_ 

Breakfast (previously GMTV), who, having rebranded the vast majority of their GMTV 
children's output as CITV, now use the space to simulcast their programming at 
weekends on the ITV network and CITV Breakfast on weekdays. ITV takes over at 
9.25 am, controlling the rest of the day's programming. When it first launched, GMTV 
used to sell all the airtime for the channel, making it the first ITV plc-owned channel not 
to be sold by the in-house sales team. Airtime sales have now been taken back in-house 
by ITV.22 


Some of the channel's most notable programming has been specially commissioned by 
CITV, such as Horrid Henry, Mr. Bean: The Animated Series, Thunderbirds Are Go!, 

and Sooty. A vast of other programmes are sourced from the likes of Disney, Family 
Channel, Family Chrgd, Nickelodeon, Teletoon, YTV and Cartoon Network. 


Mini CITV[edit] 


Mini CITV, which was launched on 2 November 2009, was the slot that housed CITV's 
pre-school programming. Between 2009 and 2012, Mini CITV was shown on weekdays in 
school term time between 8:45 am to 3 pm, and on weekends and school holidays 
between 6 am to 7:25 am. ITV broadcast Mini CITV on weekend mornings, there was 
also a block called The Fluffy Club between 2008 and 2010 on weekend mornings that 
housed preschool programmes and featured a puppet baby chick in between 
programmes. A series of little animated spaceman characters called the Minis were the 
mascots of the strand (similar to the yellow bugs of its rival CBeebies). 


On 7 January 2013, the Mini CITV name and the Mini mascots were dropped from on- 
screen use and two years later, (7 January 2015) CITV withdrew all of its pre-school 
programmings from both its weekday and weekend schedules with the exception 

of Sooty, which continued to air until 3 September 2018, after which it started airing 
on ITVBe's new preschool block, LittleBe. 


Presenters[edit] 
Presenters and announcers on CITV over the years have included: 


In-vision presenters[edit] 
e Tommy Boyd (July 1983, December 1984, e Danielle Nicholls (May 1998 - 


April 1991 - December 1992) December 2001) 
e Gary Terzza (July 1985 - September 1985 ¢ Thomas Darvill (December 1999 - 
& September 1987 - August 1988) December 2001) 
e Debbie Shore (July 1985 - September 1985* Andrea Green (December 1999 - 
& September 1987 - August 1988) October 2000) 
e Gareth Jones (January-April 1987) e David Leon (September 2001 - 
e Andi Peters (Summer 1988) December 2002) 
e Nicky Brown (Summer 1988) e Leigh Morrison (September 2001 - 
e Mark Granger (September 1988 - March December 2002) 
1989) e Leah Charles-King (September 2001 - 
e Jerry Foulkes (April - December 1989) December 2003) 


e Clive Warren (Summer mornings 1989 & ° Michael Underwood (August 2002 - 
1990, Afternoons; Summer 1989 & 1990) December 2003) 

e Jeanne Downs (Summer mornings 1989 & ° Tim Dixon (January - March 2003) 
1990, Afternoons; January 1990 - March Gail McKenna (Relief January 2003, 


1991) October 2003 - Staff February 2004 - 
e Scally the Dog (puppet dog) (January 1989 March 2004) 
- March 1991) e Rani Price (Relief January - February 


e Glenn Kinsey (Summer mornings 1991, 2004, May 2004) 


Afternoons December 1991 & December e Jake Humphrey (Staff May 2004 - 
1992 - February 1993) August 2004) 

e Stephen Mulhern (May 1998 - August e Andy Jaye (January 2004 - August 
2002) 2004) 


e Laura Jaye (January 2004 - August 
2004) 


Out-of-vision announcers[edit] 

e Steve Ryde (February 1993 - February 1998) 

e Emily Morris (March-May 1998) 

e Sophie Aldred (As herself as well as Minnie The Magic Magician) (1999- 
2000) (as a guest) 

e Tim Dann (2004-13) 


Monthly presenters[edit] 


e Matthew Kelly (January 1983, December e Neil Buchanan (as 'Neil' from No. 73) 
1984, April and September-December 1986) (August 1984) 


e Isla St Clair (February 1983) e Rod Hull & Emu (September 1984 & 

e Derek Griffiths (March 1983 & January December 1985) 
1984) e Terrahawks voice cast (October 

e Charlotte Coleman (as Marmalade Atkins) 1984) 
(April 1983) e Bonnie Langford (November 1984) 

e Mick Robertson (May 1983) e Cheryl Baker (February 1985) 

e Roland Rat (May 1983, March 1984, January* Dave Goelz (as Travelling Matt 
1985) from Fraggle Rock) (March 1985) 

e Bob Carolgees (June 1983 & June 1984) e Ken Jones (as Whistle Willie 

e Pat Coombs (July 1983) from Behind the Bike Sheds (April 

e Mike Reid (September 1983) 1985) 

e David Rappaport (October 1983) e Gudrun Ure (as Supergran) (May 

e Bill Oddie (November 1983) 1985) 

e The Krankies (December 1983) e Jimmy Mallett (June 1985) 

e The CBTV Team (February 1984) e jimmy Cricket (September 1985) 

e Christopher Biggins (April 1984) e Gary Wilmot (November 1985) 

e Stu Francis (April-May 1984 & October e Bernie Winters (January 1986) 
1985) e Nino Firetto (February 1986) 

e Sue Robbie (May 1984) e David Jensen (March 1986) 

e Sandi Toksvig (as 'Ethel' from No. 73) e Carol Lee Scott (as 'Grotbags') (May 
(August 1984) 1986) 

e Andrea Arnold (as 'Dawn' from No. 73) e James Baker (June 1986 & April-June 
(August 1984, August 1985 & April 1987) 1987) 


e Basil Brush (July 1986) 
e Elizabeth Estensen & John 
Hasler (as T-Bag & T-shirt) (August 


1986) 
Relief presenters[edit] 
e Bryn Musselwhite (November 1998) e Ben Jones (February 1999 & 
e Liana Bridges (November 1998) June 1999) 


e Vanessa Bewley (November/December 1998, e Kate Mcintyre (July 2003) 
January 1999 & June 1999) e Anna Williamson (August- 


e Fearne Cotton (December 1998 & December September 2003) 
2000) 


Ratings[edit] 


The CITV channel launched with a full-day average of 33,000 viewers and a 2.5% share 
of the child audience. This put it ahead of its major commercial rivals Cartoon 

Network (20,000, a 1.5% share), Boomerang (28,000 a 2.1% share) 

and Nickelodeon (26,000 a 2.0% share). The channel peaked at 4.30 pm 

with Bratz gaining 51,000 viewers and a 3.6% share.24 


The channel took a 0.2% audience share in its first week compared 

to: CBBC 0.6%, Cartoon Network 0.4%, Boomerang 0.4% and CBeebies 1.4%. Its overall 
ratings share for March 2006 was 0.1%; by April 2006 this had risen to 0.2%, 0.3% 
followed in May. In August 2006, the channel became the most popular commercial kids 
channel between 6 am and 6 pm.22 On 6 January 2013, the CITV Channel received its 
highest viewing figures to date: Danger Mouse, which was shown as part of the Old 
Skool Weekend to celebrate CITV's 30th anniversary, which attracted 578,000 viewers. 


[citation needed) 


Footnotes[edit] 


1. ^ At this point, there was only one "ITV" channel in any given area- transmitter overlap 
and split weekday/weekend franchises aside- and "ITV" was solely a generic/collective 
name for the various regional commercial television stations. 
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The following is a list of programming, past and present, which has been carried 
by CITV, the children's television strand of ITV in the United Kingdom, both in the form 
of the programming block carried from 3 January 1983 to 2007, and on the separate 


CITV digital channel since 11 March 2006. More details about both the past 
programming block and current channel are contained within the CITV article. 


Current programming[edit] 


Original[edit] 
Animated[edit] 


e Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids 
e Mr. Bean: The Animated Series 

e Share a Story 

e Thunderbirds Are Go 

e Robozuna 

e The Rubbish World of Dave Spud 


Live-action[edit] 


e Bear Grylls' Survival School 

e Fort Boyard: Ultimate Challenge 
e Horrible Science 

e My Parents Are Aliens 

e Scrambled! 

e Sooty 


Acquired[edit] 
Animated[edit] 


e Adventure Time 

e Ben 10 

e Mighty Magiswords” 

e The Powerpuff Girls?! 

e Teen Titans Go! 

e Fangbone! 

e Be Cool, Scooby-Doo! 

e Scooby-Doo! Mystery Incorporated 
e The Tom and Jerry Show 

e What's New, Scooby-Doo? 
e Avengers Assemble?! 


e Max Steel 

e Super4 

e The Bagel and Becky Show 
e Looped 


e Kung Fu Panda: The Paws of Destiny 
e Mysticons 

e Matt Hatter Chronicles 

e Rocket Monkeys 

e ToonMarty“ 

e Wishfart 


e Hotel Transylvania: The Series 


e Gormiti 

e Nerds and Monsters 
e Pokémon®! 

e Milo Murphy's Law 

e Mr. Magoo 
Live-action[edit] 


e Drop Dead Weird 
e Detention Adventure 
e The Haunted Hathaways 


e Make It Pop" 
e Max & Shred 


e Massive Monster Mayhem” 

e Dino Dan 

e Dino Dan: Trek's Adventures 
e Dino Dana 

e Ben 10 Challenge 


Signed Stories[edit] 


Signed Stories was created by ITV SignPost - ITV’s centre of excellence for multi- 
platform British Sign Language services - as a resource for deaf children and their 
families, and for teachers of deaf children. The £1.5million initiative was delivered with 
some of the world’s leading publishers, as part of the company’s corporate and social 
responsibility plan to give deaf children access to the best children’s books in their 
native sign language. 


The free website www.signedstories.com has grown in popularity with deaf and hearing 
children, children with special educational needs and those learning English as a second 
language - it’s now used by hundreds of thousands of children around the world, at 
school and in the home. 


Former programming[edit] 


« 773 

e 24Seven 

e 101 Dalmatians: The Series 

e Action Force 

e Action Stations! (2006-2011) 

e The Aquabats! Super Show! 

e Adam's Family Tree 

e Adventures from the Book of Virtues(2001-2003) 
e Adventures of the Gummi Bears (1986-1989) 
e The Adventures of Captain Pugwash 

e Adventures of Sonic the Hedgehog 

e Adventures on Kythera 

e Aladdin 

e Albie 

e ALF 


ALF: The Animated Series 
Alias the Jester 

All Grown Up! 
Allsorts/Gigglish Allsorts 
Alphabet Castle 

American Dragon: Jake Long 
Angelina Ballerina 

The Animal Shelf 

Animal Spies! 

Animal Stories 

Animals in Action 
Animaniacs 

Almost Naked Animals 
Annabel's Kitchen 

Archibald the Koala 

Are You Afraid of the Dark? 
Art Attack 

As Told by Ginger 

Astro Farm 

A.T.O.M, (2005-2007) 
Atomic Betty (2005-2011) 
Aubrey 

Avatar: The Last Airbender 
Avenger Penguins 

The Adventures of Spot the Dog 
Baby Huey 

Baby Looney Tunes 

Back to the '50s 

S Club 7: Back to the 50's 
Back to the Future 

Bad Influence 

Bakugan (2009) 

Bamse Bear 

Bananas in Pyjamas (1992) 
Bangers and Mash (1989-1991, 1993) 
Barking! 

Batfink 

Batman 

Batman Beyond (2001-2003) 
Batman: The Animated Series 
Batman: The Movie 

Beany and Cecil 

Beast Wars: Transformers 
Beetlejuice 

Behind the Bike Sheds 

Bel's Boys 

Bellamy's Bugle 

Ben 10 


Bernard's Watch (1995, 1997-2001, 2004-2005) 
Bertie the Bat (1990) 

Best Friends (2004) 

Babar and the Adventures of Badou(now on Tiny Pop) 
Beyblade: Metal Fusion (2011) 
Big Bad Beetleborgs 

Big Bag (UK Version) 

Big Meg, Little Meg 

Biker Mice from Mars 

Bill the Minder 

Bimble's Bucket (1996-1998) 
Bionic Six 

Bird Back 

Birdman and the Galaxy Trio 
Black Hole High 

Blazing Dragons 

Blinky Bill 

Blips 

Bo on the Go 

Bobby's World 

Boblins 

Bookaboo 

Bonkers 

Boohbah 

Brand Spanking New Doug 
Bratz (2005-2009) 

Brill 

Brilliant Creatures 

Budgie the Little Helicopter 
But Can You Do It on TV 


Butt-Ugly Martians (2001) 
Buttercup Buskers 


Butterfingers | 

Button Moon 

CA.B. 

The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About That (now on Tiny Pop) 
Captain Mack 

Curious George (now on Cartoonito) 
Canimals 

Cape-to-Cape Challenge 

Captain N: The Game Master 

Captain Planet and the Planeteers 
Captain Simian & the Space Monkeys 
Captain Star 

Captain Zed and the Zee Zone 
Cardcaptors (2001-2002) 

Caribou Kitchen 

Catweazel 


CBTV 

Challenge of the GoBots 
Chatterbox 

Chatterhappy Ponies 
Children of the Dog Star 
Children's Ward 

Chip 'n Dale Rescue Rangers 
Chish 'n' Fips 

Chocky (1984) 

Chocky's Challenge (1986) 
Chocky's Children (1985) 
Chorlton and the Wheelies 
Chowder (2010) 

Chris Cross 

CITV White Knuckle Tour 
City Tails 

Clueless 

CLYDE. 

Cockleshell Bay 

Coconuts 

Code Lyoko 

Comin' Atcha! 

Cone Zone 

Construction Site 

Cool Stuff Collective 
C.O.P.S. 

Cosmic Quantum Ray 
Count Duckula (1988-1993) 
Courage the Cowardly Dog 
Cow and Chicken 

Crazy Cottage 

Creepy Crawlies 

Crystal Tipps and Alistair 
Cubeez 

Curious George 

Cuthbert's Diary 

Danger Mouse (1982-1992) 
Danger: Marmalade at Work 
Dangerville (2003) 
Darkwing Duck (1992-1995) 
Dastardly and Muttley in their Flying Machines 
Dave the Barbarian 

DC Super Hero Girls 
Deadtime Stories 

Delicious 

Delta Wave (1996) 

Dennis the Menace 

Denver, the Last Dinosaur 


Dexter's Laboratory (1999-2002) 

Dig and Dug (1995-1996) 

Digimon Adventure (2000-2002) 

Digimon Adventure 02 (2001-2003) 
Digimon Fusion 

Digimon Tamers (2002) 

Dink, the Little Dinosaur 

Dinosaur King 

Dinosaurs (1992) 

House of Mouse 

Do It 

Doctor Snuggles 

Dr. Zitbag's Transylvania Pet Shop(1994-1998) 
Dodger, Bonzo and the Rest (1985-1987) 
Dog and Duck (2000-2001) 

Dogtanian and the Three Muskehounds 
Don't Eat the Neighbours (2002) 


Don't Try This at Home 
Donald Duck 


Dora the Explorer (2004-2012) 
Dramarama 

Draw Your Own Toons 

Dream Street 

DuckTales (1987-1995) 

Eddy and the Bear (2005-2008) 
Educating Marmalade 
Eliminator 

Emlyn's Moon (1990) 

Emu 

EMU TV 

Emu's All Live Pink Windmill Show(1983-1989) 
Emu's World 

Engie Benjy 

Erasmus Microman (1988-1989) 
Escape from Jupiter 

Eugenie Sandler P.I. (2002) 
Even Stevens (2009-2012) 
Extreme Ghostbusters 

Eye of the Storm (1993) 
Fantastic Four (1994) 

Fantastic Four: World's Greatest Heroes (2007-2008) 
Fantomcat (1995-1996) 

Feel the Fear 

Fender Bender 500 

Feodor 

Fetch the Vet 

Fievel's American Tails 


Figaro Pho 


Finders Keepers 

Finger Tips 

Fish Hooks 

Five Minute Wonder 

Flash Gordon 

Fleabag Monkeyface 

Flicks (1984-1987) 

Fireman Sam (2009-2012) 
Follow Your Nose (1992) 
Foster's Home for Imaginary Friends(2008) 
Four Eyes! (2008-2009) 
Foxbusters 

Fraggle Rock (1983-1990) 
Franklin 

Freetime (1981-1985) 

From the Top! 

Fun House (1989-1999) 

Fun Song Factory 
Funny-Looking Strange Animals 
Galaxy High (1986-1994) 
Garbage Pail Kids 

Garfield & Friends (1989-2002) 
Gargoyles (1994-1997) 
Generator Rex 

Captain Scarlet 

Get Wet (1997-1998) 

Giggly Bitz 

Girls in Love (2003 & 2005) 
Gladiators: Train to Win (1995-1998) 
Murphy's Mob (1982-1985) 

Go Getters (1989-1996) 

Go Wild (TV series) 

Goggle Watch 

Good Morning, Miss Bliss 

Goof Troop 

Goofy 

Gormiti (2008-2019) 

Gravity Falls 

Grim Tales (1989-1991) 
Grotbags (1991-1993) 

Gypsy Girl (2001) 

Halfway Across the Galaxy and Turn Left 
Handy Manny (2010/11) 

Hang On 

Harry and the Wrinklies 

Harry Hill's Shark Infested Custard 
Harry's Mad (1993-1996) 
Hattytown Tales 


He-Man and the Masters of the Universe 
He-Man and the Masters of the Universe 
Help! I'm a Teenage Outlaw 

Henry's Leg (1986) 

Hercules (1999-2003) 

Hero 108 

Hey Arnold! (1996-2005) 

Hi-5 (UK) (2009-2014) 

Hills End (1988) 

Hilltop Hospital (1999-2001) 

Hold Tight (1982-1987) 

Horrible Histories 

Horrid Henry (2006-January 2019) 
Hot Dog 

House of Anubis 

How 2 (1990-2006) 

How Dare You 

Hulk and the Agents of S.M.A.S.H. 
Hulk Hogan's Rock 'n Wrestling 
Huntik: Secrets & Seekers 

The Hurricanes 

Huxley Pig (1990-2013) 

LAm Weasel 

laggy Arbuckle (2008) 

In the House with Cleopatra and Friends 
Inspector Gadget 

Invader Zim (2002-2004) 

It's a Mystery (renamed Mystery in 2002) 
It's Punky Brewster 

It's Stardust (1989-1990) 

lackson Pace: The Great Years (1990) 
Jacob Two-Two (2005-2011) 

lake and the Neverland Pirates 
Jamboree 

James Bond Jr. 

James the Cat 

Jamie and the Magic Torch 

lay's World 

lellikins 

Jem (1986-1994) 

Jessie (2011-2012) 

lim Henson's Mother Goose Stories 
Jim Jam and Sunny 

lohnny and the Dead 

Johnny Ball Reveals All 

Johnny Bravo 

JoJo's Circus (2005-2006) 

Josie Smith 


Jumanji 

Jungle Cubs 

Jungle Junction 

Jungle Run (1999-2006) 
Junglies 

Just for the Record (1989-1991) 
Just Us 

Justice League (2004) 

K.C. Undercover 

KaBlam! 

Kappatoo 

Kellyvision 

Kid vs. Kat (2009-2011) 

Kim Possible 

King Arthur's Disasters 

Kipper (1997-2000, 2003 & 2004) 
Knight School (1997-1998) 
Knightmare (1987-1994) 
Krankies Television 

Kung Fu Dino Posse 

Lan Jam (2003) 

Lavender Castle (1999-2000) 
Legion of Super Heroes (2008) 
Lego Ninjago: Masters of Spinjitzu 


Lego Star Wars: The Freemaker Adventures 


Let's Pretend (1982-1988) 

Let's Roll with Roland Butter (2004) 
Life Force 

Little Big Mouth 

Little Blue 

Little Dracula 

Little Einsteins (2007-2008) 

Little Ghosts 

Little Grey Rabbit 

Little Monsters (2001) 

Little Mouse on the Prairie 

Looney Tunes/Merrie Melodies (2015) 
M.A.S.K. 

Mad4it (1998-2000) 

Madame Gusto's Circus 

Magic Adventures of Mumfie (1994) 
Magic with Everything (1998) 
Mary-Kate and Ashley in Action! (2002) 
Mashed (1997) 

Masked Rider 

Matt's Million 

Max Steel (2000-2001) 

Maxie's World (1987-1995) 


Mech-X4 

Meeow! (moved to STV) 

Meg and Mog (2003) 

Mega Mick (2012-2013) 
Megamania (1991-1992) 

My Phone Genie 

Men in Black: The Series 
Merlin the Magical Puppy 
Mickey Mouse 

Mickey Mouse Clubhouse 

Miffy and Friends 

Mopatop's Shop (1999-2005, 2006-2009) 
Mork & Mindy 

Miffy 

Mighty Ducks: The Animated Series 
Mighty Max 

Mike and Angelo (1989-2000) 
Ministry of Mayhem 

Mister T 

Molly's Gang 

Monster Tails 

Monsuno 

Moschops 

Motormouth 

Mr. Fixit (1989) 

Mr. Majeika (1986-1988) 

Mr. Men and Little Miss 

Mr. Rossi 

Mucha Lucha! (2004-2005) 
Mummies Alive! 

Muppet Babies (Original series) 
My Goldfish is Evil! 

My Knight and Me 

My Life as a Popat (2004-2007) 
My Little Pony 

My Parents Are Aliens (1999-2006) 
My Pet Monster 

My Phone Genie 

Name That Toon 

Naughty Naughty Pets 


Nellie the Elephant (1990) 
Nerds and Monsters 


The Neverending Story 
Nightmare Ned (1998) 

Nini's Treehouse 

Ninja Turtles: The Next Mutation 
Noddy (1975 Version) 

Oasis 


Oban Star-Racers 

Oggy and the Cockroaches 
Oh, Mr. Toad (1990) 

Magical DoReMi (2006-2007) 
Old Bear Stories 

Om Nom Stories 

Olly the Little White Van 

On Safari (1982-1984) 

Once Upon a Time... Life 
Once Upon a Time... Space 
Orm and Cheep 

Oscar and Friends 

Out of Sight 

Out of This World 

OWL/TV 

Ox Tales 

Ozzie The Owl 

Pac-Man 

Paddington Bear 

Paddington Bear (1989 series) 
Palace Hill (1988-1991) 

Panic Station (1987-1988) 
PB&J Otter 

PC Pinkerton 

Peep and the Big Wide World (2005) 
Pepper Ann 

Pet Alien 

Petswap (2001) 

Phineas and Ferb (2008-2012) 
Phoenix Hall 

Pinky and the Brain 

Pinky, Elmyra and the Brain (1998-2002) 
Pirate Islands 

Pixie and Dixie 

Planet Sketch (2005-2011) 
Plastic Man 

Playbox 

Plucky Duck Show 

Pluto 

Pocoyo 

Police Academy 

Polterguests 

Pongwiffy 

Poparound 

Poppy Cat (2011-2014) 
Pororo the Little Penguin (2008-2009) 
Portland Bill 

Potamus Park 


Potatoes & Dragons (2004-2007) 
Pound Puppies 

Mighty Morphin' Power Rangers 

Press Gang (1989-1993) 

Preston Pig 

Prove It! 

Pump It Up 

Punky Brewster 

A Pup Named Scooby-Doo (1989-1995) 
Quack Pack 

Ragdolly Anna 

Rainbow (1972-1992) 

Rainbow Brite (1984) 

Rainbow Days 

Ralf the Record Rat 

Rated A for Awesome 

Razzmatazz 

ReBoot (1997-2000) 

Recess (1998-2002; 2006-2007) 
Redakai (2010-2012) 

Rescue Robots (2003) 

Revolting Animals 

Richie Rich 

Ripley and Scuff (2002-2003) 
Robotboy (2006)®! 

Rocket Power 

Rocko's Modern Life 

Rocky and the Dodos (1998-1999) 
Rocky Hollow 

Rod 'n' Emu (1991) 

Rod, Jane and Freddy (1981-1991) 
The Rottentrolls (1996-2000) 

Roland Rat 

Rolf's Cartoon Club (1989-1993) 

Rolie Polie Olie 

Rosie and Jim (1990-2004) 

Round the Bend (1989-1991) 
Rub-a-Dub-Dub (1983-1984) 

Rubbish, King of the Jumble (1992-1994) 
Rugrats (2005-2006) 

Runaway Bay 

Running Loose (1986) 

Rupert (1994-1999, 2003, 2005-2006) 
S Club TV 

Sabrina the Teenage Witch (1996 TV series) (1997-2007) 
Sabrina, the Animated Series (1999-2007) 
Sabrina's Secret Life (2005-2007) 
Sailor Moon 


Sailor Sid 

SamSam 

Sam and Friends 

Sammy's Story Shop 

Samson Superslug 

Samurai Pizza Cats 

Santo Bugito 

Satellite City (1989) 

Saved by the Bell 

Scary Sleepover (2004) 
Sci-Bots (1978) 

Scooby-Doo and Scrappy-Doo 
Scooby-Doo, Where Are You! 
Scooby-Doo 

Scratch & Sniff's Den of Doom (2007) 
Scratchy & Co (1996) 

Scruff (TV series) 

Sesame Street (1986-1999) 
Sharp Practice (1998) 
She-Ra: Princess of Power 
Sherlock Holmes in the 22nd Century 
Shuriken School (2006) 

Sign a Story 

Signed Stories 

Silverhawks 

Sir Gadabout: The Worst Knight in the Land (2002-2003) 
Sitting Ducks (2002-2003) 
Skyland 

Slim Pig 

Slow Norris 

Small Wonder (1985) 

SMTV Live 

Chums 

Snap 

Snug and Cozi (1996-1997) 
Soli & Mo's Nature Show 
Sonic SatAM 

Sonic Underground 

Sonic X 

Sooty (multiple variants) 
Sooty & Co. 

Sooty Heights 

Sooty's Amazing Adventures (1996-1997) 
Space Ghost 

Spatz 

Special Agent Oso 
Spellbinder 

Spice Girls (Documentary) 


Spider-Man 

Spider-Man and his Amazing Friends 
Spider-Woman 

Spiral Zone 

Spirit Bay 

Splash 

SpongeBob SquarePants (2002-2012) 
Spooks of Bottle Bay (1993-1995) 
Spot the Dog 

Stanley's Dragon 

Starfinder (2003-2004) 

STARStreet (2001-2002) 

Starstrider (1984-1985) 

Sticky 

Storybook International 


Strawberry Shortcake 
Street Sharks 


Streetwise (1989-1992) 

Sunny's Ears (1997) 

Sunnyside Up 

Super Mario World (1992-1993) 

Super Robot Monkey Team Hyperforce Go! 
Supergran 

Superman (1988) 

Superman: The Animated Series (1997-2000) 
Supernormal (2007-2011) 

T-Bag (1985-1992, 2013) 

A Tale of Two Toads 

Tales from the Cryptkeeper 

Tales from Fat Tulip's Garden (1985-1987) 
Tales from the Poop Deck 

Tales from St. Tigqgywinkles 

TaleSpin 

Tarzan 

Tati's Hotel 

Taz-Mania (1992-1996) 

Teddybears 

Teen Angel 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (2003) 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (2012) 
Telebugs (1986-1987) 

Terrahawks 

Terror Towers (1994-1996) 

That's So Raven (2003-2006) 

The Addams Family (1964) 

The Adventures of Batman 

The Adventures of Captain Zeelig 

The Adventures of Dawdle the Donkey 


The Adventures of Grady Greenspace 

The Adventures of Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius (2004-2006) 
The Adventures of Paddington Bear 

The Adventures of Parsley 

The Adventures of Portland Bill 

The Adventures of Sinbad 

The Adventures of Teddy Ruxpin 

The Adventures of the Galaxy Rangers 

The Adventures of Tintin 

The All Electric Amusement Arcade 

The Amazing Adrenalini Brothers 

The Amazing Spider-Man 

The Angry Beavers 

The Avengers: Earth's Mightiest Heroes(2011-2014) 


The Baby Huey Show 
The Baskervilles 


The Beano's Dennis the Menace and Gnasher Show 
The BFG (1989) 

The Big Bang (1996-2004) 

The Big Garage 

The Blobs 

The Blunders 

The Book Tower 

The Care Bears 

The Cat in the Hat Knows a Lot About That 
The Centurions 

The Charmings 

The Chestnut Soldier 

The Dinosaur Trail (1983) 

The Dreamstone (1990-1995) 


The Famous Jett Jackson 
The Fantastic Voyages of Sinbad the Sailor 


The Flintstone Comedy Hour 

The Flintstone Comedy Show 

The Flintstones 

The Flockton Flyer 

The Forgotten Toys 

The Fugitives 

The Geeks 

The Gemini Factor (1987) 

The Get-Along Gang 

The Ghost of Faffner Hall (1989) 

The Giblet Boys (2004-2005, 2007, 2010) 
The Giddy Game Show (1985-1987) 

The Gingerbread Man 

The Greatest Adventure: Stories from the Bible 
The Haunted School 

The Herbs 


The Hot Rod Dogs and Cool Car Cats(1995-1996) (Repeated In Scotland On STV In 


2006) 

The Incredible Hulk (1996) 

The Ink Thief 

The Jetsons 

The King Kong Show 

The Krazy Kitchen 

Young Krypton (1988-1989) 

The Legend of Tarzan 

The Legend of Zelda 

The Legends of Treasure Island (1993-1995) 


The Little Bang 
The Little Green Man 


The Little Mermaid (1992-2000) 
The Littlest Hobo 

The Lodge (1993-1994) 

The Looney Tunes Show 

The Magic Crown 

The Magic House 

The Magic School Bus 

The Moomins 

The Munsters 

The Muppet Show 

The Mystic Knights of Tir Na Nog 
The New Addams Family (1998) 
The New Adventures of Batman 
The New Adventures of Flash Gordon 
The New Adventures of He-Man 

The New Adventures of He-Man (1990-1992) 
The New Adventures of Robin Hood 
The New Adventures of Superman 
The New Adventures of Winnie the Pooh 
The New Archies 

The New Batman Adventures 

The New Scooby-Doo Mysteries 
The New Worst Witch (2005-2006) 
The Parkies (1994) 

The Paz Show 

The Pondles 

The Quick Trick Show (1998-2002) 
The Raggy Dolls (1986-1994) 

The Ratties (1987-1993) 

The Real Ghostbusters 

The Return of Dogtanian 

The Riddlers (1989-1998) 

The Ruff & Reddy Show 

The Saddle Club 


The Scoop 


The Secret World of Polly Flint (1987) 
The Shnookums and Meat Funny Cartoon Show 
The Shoe People (1987) 

The Singing Kettle (1995-2001) 

The Sleepover Club 

The Snow Spider (1988) 

The Sooty Show 

The Storyteller 

The Super Mario Bros. Super Show 

The Sylvester and Tweety Mysteries(1996-2003) 
The Tomorrow People 

The Trap Door (1986-1987) 

The Treacle People (1995) 

The Twisted Tales of Felix the Cat 

The Wall Game (1985-1986) 

The Wannabes 

The Water Trolley 

The Wind in the Willows (1983 film) 

The Wind in the Willows (1984-1987) 
The Winjin Pom 

The Wombles (1973) 

The Wombles (1996) 

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (1989-1990) 
The World of David the Gnome 

The Worst Witch (1998-2001) 

The Worst Witch (film) 

The Wuzzles 

The Yuk Show (2004) 

Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends(1984-1992, 2003-2005) 
Three Seven Eleven 

Thumbs Up 

Tickety Boo (1997) 

Tickle on the Tum (1984-1988) 
Timbuctoo (1998-2000) 

Time Riders (1991) 

Timmy Towers (1997-2002) 

Timon & Pumbaa (1995-1999) 

Tiny Planets (2002-2003) 

Tiny Toon Adventures: How | Spent My Vacation 
Tiny Toon Adventures 

Titch (1997-2002) 

Tom & Jerry Kids (1991-1997) 

Tom and Vicky (1998-1999) 

Top Ten of Everything (1998-2000) 
Topsy and Tim 

Totally Spies! (airing ended in 2008) 
Tots TV (1993-1998) 

Toucan Tecs (1990) 


Towser (1984-1988) 

The Transformers 

Transformers: Armada 
Transformers: Cybertron 
Transformers: Energon 
Transformers: Robots in Disquise 
Tricky TV (2005-2006) 

Truckers (1992) 

Tube Mice (1988) 

TUGS (1989) 

Tumbledown Farm (1988-1989) 
Tutenstein (2004-2005) 

Twinkle, the Dream Being (1994-1996) 
Twister (2001) 

Two of a Kind (U.S. TV series) (2001) 
Uncle Max (2005-2007) 

Ultimate Spider-Man 

Under the Same Sky (1984-1987) 
Upstairs, Downstairs Bears 
Utterly Brilliant! 

Valley of the Dinosaurs 
Vampires, Pirates & Aliens 

Vicky the Viking 

Victor & Maria 

Victor and Hugo 

Victorious (2011-August 2012) 
Vinicius and Tom 

Virtually Impossible 

VR Troopers 

Wacaday (1985-1992) 

Wacky Races (1968) 

Wail of the Banshee (1992) 
Walter Melon (1998-1999) 
Watership Down (1999-2001) 
Wavelength 


Weirdsister College: The Further Adventures of the Worst Witch (2001) 
What About Mimi? 


What about Mimi? (2003-2004) 
What-a-Mess (1990) 

What's New, Scooby-Doo? (2016-present) 
What's with Andy? 

When Will | Be Famous? (1989) 
Where's Wally? 

Whizziwig (1998-2000) 

Who's Next 

Widget (1992-1993) 

Wil Cwac Cwac 

Wild World 


Wilderness Edge (1992) 

Wilmot (1999-2000, 2003) 
Wimpole Village (1987) 
Windfalls (1988) 

Winx Club (2006-2007) 

Wisdom of the Gnomes 
Wishbone 

Wizadora (1993-1998) 

Wolf It (1993-1996) 

Wolves, Witches and Giants (1995-2016) 
Woody Woodpecker 

Woof! (1988-1997) 

Worldwise (1984-1986) 

Worst Best Friends (2003) 
Worzel Gummidge Down Under (1987) 
Worzel Gummidge (1979) 
Wowser (1990-1993) 

Wysiwyg (1992) 

Star Fleet 

X-Men (2011-2012) 

Yoko! Jakamoko! Toto! (2003-2004, Later on CBeebies) 
You Can't Do That on Television 
You'll Never Believe It! 

Young Justice 

Your Mother Wouldn't Like It 
Yu-Gi-Oh! 

Yu-Gi-Oh! 5D's 

Yu-Gi-Oh! GX 

Zig and Zag (1998) 

Zot the Dog 

ZZZap! (1993-2001) 


Saturday mornings[edit] 


9.25am/7.25am on Saturday mornings has traditionally been the slot for CITV's flagship 
entertainment programme. The programmes were: 


Tiswas (1974-1982) 

The Mersey Pirate (1979) 

No. 73 (1982-1988) 

The Saturday Show (1982-1984) 
Summer Run (1983) 

The Saturday Starship (1984-1985) 
Wide Awake Club (1984-1992) 
Get Fresh (1986-1988) 
Motormouth (1988-1992) 

WAC '90 (1989-1990) 

Ghost Train (1990-1992) 


e Top Banana (1990-1991) 
e Hey, Hey it's Saturday! (1990-1991) 


e TV Mayhem (1991) 
e Cartoon World (1991-1992) 


e What's Up Doc? (1992-1995) 
e Gimme 5 (1993-1994) 

e Rise and Shine (1993-1995) 
e Diggit (1997-2002) 

e Scratchy & Co. (1995-1998) 
e Telegantic Megavision (1996) 


e WOW! (1996) 

e Mashed (1997-1998) 

e Tricky (1997) 

e SMTV Live (1998-2003) 

e Ministry of Mayhem/MoM/Holly & Stephen's Saturday Showdown (2004-2006) 
e Toonattik (2005-2010, aired in the Breakfast slot) 

e Scrambled! (2014-present, airs in the Breakfast slot) 
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Release 
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1957 - 
28 June 1993 


ITV Schools (full name: Independent Television for Schools and Colleges) was 
the educational television service set up in 1957 by the Independent Television 
Authority, broadcasting learning programmes for children ages 5 to 18 across ITV- 
affiliated stations. It was an example of public service broadcasting on a commercial 
television network (as opposed to the public BBC and their service BBC Schools). 


ITV moved its schools programming to Channel 4 in autumn 1987 although ITV 
continued to produce programmes and the service continued to use the ITV name for 
another six years. The last ITV Schools programme on Channel 4 aired on Monday 28 
June 1993; Channel 4 continued to produce their own schools programmes for many 
years afterwards. 


History[edit] 
Beginnings[edit] 


The service started with a small audience, limited largely to the London area via its 
weekday franchise-holder Associated-Rediffusion. The service expanded as stations 
were added to the ITV network, and continued for the next 30 years, broadcasting a 
schedule of memorable documentaries, drama and entertainment programmes aimed 
at children between the ages of 5 and 18. These were almost all made by the various 
companies of the ITV network, mainly the largest ones such as Thames 

Television, ATV and Granada Television. 


The Broadcasting Act, 1972[edit] 


Broadcasting hours were for some time regulated by the British Government, however 
there were some exemptions, for example, educational programmes and sports 
coverage. The commercial broadcasters therefore reserved their most commercial 
output for peak viewing hours and used the remainder of their broadcasting hours to 
put out their contractually obligated programming, conveniently enough, at a time 
when children were at school. Networked programmes for schools and colleges were 
mostly made by the "big four" weekday broadcasters Yorkshire, Granada, Thames and 
ATV, and were screened during the late morning and early afternoon, after which the 
network would close down until children's programmes commenced in the afternoon. 


Following changes to the law in early 1972, the schools broadcasts were moved to an 
earlier slot, with effect from Monday 16 October 1972 between the hours of 0930 and 
1200 during term time. This enabled the ITV broadcasters to open up the afternoon 
schedule to sell advertising between programmes; advertising was strictly prohibited 
during schools broadcasts. 


The ITV Schools broadcasts gave teachers access to a broad spectrum of teaching 
resources, such as documentary film with which to illustrate their regular lessons, or 
songs and stories for children to learn and discuss, and could be considered an early 
example of multimedia learning. Activities and booklets based on the programmes were 
available to teachers via the Educational Officers based at the local ITV companies, 
allowing students to develop a relationship with the regular broadcasts. Typically, 
schools were equipped for schools television with a couple of large television receivers, 
sometimes housed inside a wooden cabinet atop a wheeled trolley which could be 
moved between classrooms as required. 


This arrangement lasted until Monday 29 June 1987. 


Presentation|[edit] 


Schools programmes on ITV were generally between ten and twenty minutes in length. 
Unlike peak-time programmes (which were usually scheduled at times rounded up to 
the nearest five minutes), schools programmes were scheduled at very precise times, 
such as 10:03 or 11:32. Some individual regions, such as HTV Wales, sometimes 
showed their own programming instead of the network offerings, but would rejoin the 
network in time for the next scheduled programme, and so it was necessary to devise a 
flexible presentation system which would allow the network to effectively fill the time 
between programmes without resorting to showing a blank screen. Network schools 
presentation was provided by ATV and later, Central Independent Television in 
Birmingham with live announcements made by ATV & Central's staff announcers 
including Mike Prince, Stewart White, Peter Davies and Su Evans. 


Between programmes, interval music was played and a holding slide shown onscreen, 
identifying the service as Independent Television For Schools And Colleges and thus 
differentiating the service from the similar schools TV service run by the BBC, which 
were listed as "For Schools, Colleges" in the Radio Times until BBC Schools broadcasting 
moved to BBC2 in autumn 1983 with a new title of Daytime on Two. This holding slide 
could be shown for anything from a few seconds to a few minutes, depending on the 
length of time required to fill. A different theme for the holding slides was used each 
term, and each week a different slide would be used. 


Exactly one minute before the start of the programme, the slide was replaced by a clock 
showing sixty second-marks, which gradually disappeared until there were none left. 
This gave the teacher one final minute in which to calm the class down before the 
programme began. A suitably timed piece of library music, changed once a term and 
often taken from the Bruton Music library, accompanied the animation. 


The image of the 'schools countdown clock’ has taken on something of a cult status, as 
referenced in programmes such as Look Around You, and produced a memorable image 
fondly remembered by generations of British schoolchildren. Look Around You series 1 
was also a Satire of ITV schools and BBC schools. 


Programming[edit] 


Some examples of programming from the 1957-1993 era: 


e How We Used To Live, a history drama for children made by Yorkshire 

e Good Health, a health education programme made by ATV/Central 

e Starting Science, (later Science Start Here!) a documentary from 
ATV/Central introducing children to the world of science. Incidental music was 
composed by Ron Geesin. 

e The English Programme / The French Programme / The German 
Programme (language tuition from Thames) 

e My World, stories for children of infant school age, made by Yorkshire Television 

e Experiment, Granada's series of filmed biology and chemistry experiments for 
secondary school pupils and parodied in the first series of the BBC comedy 
series Look Around You 

e A Place To Live, geography documentaries from Granada 

e Living And Growing, a sex education from Grampian which was later repeated late 
at night for adults 


e Stop, Look, Listen, made by ATV/Central and introducing children to social 
science. The programmes were narrated by Chris Tarrant. 

e Story World made by Granada 

e Reading with Lenny, designed to introduce literacy to infant school children, made 
by Granada and written and presented by Terry Hall with Lenny the Lion 

e Let's Read with Basil Brush made by Granada. 

e Picture Box made by Granada, later a co-production with Childsplay 

e Talk, Write and Read made by Central 

e Seeing and Doing, made by Thames 

e Basic Maths and, later, VideoMaths made by ATV and later Central 

e Let's Go Maths, a maths programme for infant school children made 
by Granada and presented by Lesley Judd 

e Maths is Fun, the successor to Let's Go Maths, produced by Granada and also 
presented by Lesley Judd 

e Middle English Made By Thames 

e Geography Start Here made by Central 

e Scientific Eye/ Geographical Eye made by Yorkshire 

e Time for a Story Made by Granada and presented by Bill Oddie 

e Place and People Made by Granada 

e ReadAbout English Programme for Junior Pupils made by Yorkshire 

e Time for Maths Maths Programme for Junior Pupils made by Granada Television 

e "World About Us" produced by Charles Warren. Presenter was Gordon Luck 
(Rediffusion) 

e "Preparing a Play" produced by Charles Warren (Rediffusion) 

e "Way with Words" Produced by Charles Warren (Rediffusion) 

e "Looking and Seeing" with Redvers Kyle. First Rediffusion Schools Programme on 
10 May 1957 

e "The Ballard Story" Presented by Alan Nicholson (Rediffusion) 1957 

e "On Leaving School" ITV version of BBC's Going to Work Script Editor Martin Worth 
(Rediffusion) 

e "People Among us" Presented by Fernau Hall (Rediffusion) First Broadcast May 
1957 

e "Junior Geography" Geography Programme for Junior Students, Made by (Thames 
TV) with co-production with Dark Horse 


ITV Schools on Channel Four and S4C[edit] 


After 30 years on ITV, the service moved to Channel 4 and S4C from 14 September 
1987, allowing ITV to concentrate on building a fully commercial daytime schedule. Just 
two pieces of interval music were used after 1987: The Journey for a 3D holding device, 
and Just a Minute which backed a redesigned clock. 


The transmission times were the same, 09:30 - 12:00. At 09:28, the four ITV logos 
glided onto stage, followed by the first minute of The Journey, before gliding off stage. 
The 3D countdown clock spun onto screen at this point. For all other programmes the 
holding device would be faded up, and the music faded in at where it had reached. 
Once the tune had reached the end, the ITV logos glided off stage, and were replaced 
by the clock. Presentation was handled by Channel 4 in London with announcements for 
support material pre-recorded and voiced mainly by Central announcer Ted May in 
Birmingham (a role initially filled by Paul Veysey, another Central announcer). 


In the run up to the move to Channel 4 and S4C, at the end of each schools programme 
on ITV, a trailer was run, warning schools of the change, and also mentioning it was the 
30th anniversary of ITV Schools. It is claimed that in some regions these trailers were 
shown after normal programming as well. 


The very first programme on ITV Schools on 4 and S4C was "Environments", produced 
by Thames Television. On that historic first morning, Channel 4's trade test sequence 
was moved forward. Normally, they switched between test card, Oracle teletext, and 4- 
Tel every 15 minutes. The test card was normally always shown before programmes, 
with music. However, that first morning, it was Oracle teletext that was shown. At 
09:26:57 the pages crashed out i.e. they disappeared suddenly, and a blank screen was 
shown. This remained for a full minute, until at 09:27:57 the screen had the grey 
background, with a 4 logo in the right hand corner on a strip. The sequence with the ITV 
logos, as described above, then commenced. Between September and late November 
1987, the ITV logo on the ITV Schools clock freeze framed before the programme 
started to avoid showing an ITV company's ident. 


When Channel 4 introduced breakfast television in April 1989, it was necessary to 
extend the first interval to five minutes due to the 9:25am finish time of The Channel 4 
Daily. For the first three minutes, Channel 4 would play one of their own interval tracks 
- between April 1989 and the end of 1991 over a still of the 3D clock and throughout 
1992, the ITV "rotomotion" between January 1992 and December 1992. In both cases, 
at 09:27:50 the music and image would be faded out, and then at exactly 09:28 the 3D 
logos glided onto stage. 


On ITV, at the end of schools programmes, the regional ITV announcers would make 
their own closing announcements over a holding slide, before introducing the lunchtime 
programming. On Channel 4, however, at the end of schools programming, the ITV 
logos glided onto stage, with the first 10 seconds of The Journey. This was rapidly faded 
to black, after which the Channel 4 logo appeared and the announcer introduced the 
next programme. 


From Monday 11 January 1993, the holding device was no longer used for the first 
programme, and the introduction cut into 40 seconds of the clock. The holding device 
did appear for all other programmes. This ended on Monday 28 June 1993, signalling the 
end of this particular era and style of schools television broadcast. The very last 
programme on ITV Schools on 4 was "The Technology Programme", at 11:41 am. 


Since September 1993, the strand has been known as Channel 4 Schools (later 
4Learning), and is now Channel 4 Learning. 


The two pieces of music used on Channel 4, the Journey and Just A Minute, were both 
written in 1986 by "James Aldenham", which was a pseudonym for Brian Bennett, 
former drummer with The Shadows, and who has, for many years, written TV themes, 
such as the BBC Golf theme tune. Just a Minute also featured as background music on 
Coronation Street on 22 March 1998. 


Educational programmes for schools continued to be broadcast on Channel 4 until 2009, 
although they were usually moved into commercially unviable timeslots, such as 
overnight, where they could be video-recorded by teachers for later consumption. The 
usual standard Channel 4 presentation devices were employed between programmes. 


Regional variations on ITV Schools on Channel 4[edit] 


Between September 1987 and June 1992, Grampian Television, Scottish Television, 
Border Television, Ulster Television (UTV) and S4C opted out of the main ITV Schools on 


Channel 4 service to show regional ITV Schools programmes such as Swings & 
Roundabouts. 


On S4C, Welsh-language programmes were seen under the S4C Ysgolion banner, and 
used their own holding devices and clock similar to ITV Schools, but used the same 
music as the national holding device. S4C used the traditional ITV Schools holding 
device for English language programmes, but the S4C logo was keyed over the Channel 
4 logo on the aston bar at the bottom of the screen. 


In preparation for Channel 4 being spun off from IBA control, all regional outputs ended 
at the end of the Summer Term in June 1992, with all programmes, such 

as Videomaths and How We Used to Live, fully networked. The only exception was S4C 
in Wales, which continued to opt out some English programmes for its Welsh-language 
programmes; this continued even after ITV Schools was re-branded as Channel 4 
Schools, with S4C adopting S4C Schools for its English programmes, continuing to 

use S4C Ysgolion for its Welsh programmes. 


See also[edit] 


e Look Around You satire in Series 1 of ITV Schools and BBC Schools 


External links[edit] 


e Schools TV remembered 

e The Journey Tune 

e Details of the changes in presentation from the move to Channel 4 
e sub-TV ITV Schools Part 1 

e sub-TV ITV Schools Part 2 


List of ITV channels 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


ITV (Independent Television) is the original British advertising television network. 
Some of the franchise holders, most notably ITV plc and its predecessor 

companies Granada plc and Carlton Communications, set up other television channels, 
some with the ITV brand, some not. 


Current channels[edit] 


ITV[edit] 
Main articles: ITV (TV channel), STV (TV channel), and UTV (TV channel) 


sy 


UO 


ITV, STV and UTV, the three brands used on the ITV network. 


The ITV network was launched in 1955, a federal network of fifteen regional companies 
granted franchises either solely on a geographical basis or also on a weekday/weekend 
split basis. The franchises were reallocated several times and now, except for two in 
Scotland, all the franchises are owned by ITV plc, and are branded as ITV or UTV. The 
network contains a variety of programming, such as entertainment, dramas, 
documentaries, news, films and sport. A timeshift channel, ITV +1, is available 

on Freeview, Sky, Freesat and Virgin Media. 


ITV HD[edit] 
Main articles: ITV HD, STV (TV channel) § STV HD, and UTV (TV channel) § UTV HD 


ITV HD is the simulcast high-definition television channel created by ITV. It was first 
trialled primarily to show the 2006 World Cup games to which ITV had the rights. It also 
showed looping previews, it began scheduled broadcasting on 9 June 2006 and ended 
on 30 November 2006. The full version was released as a simulcast on 17 July 2008 on 
all platforms. 


STV launched their HD service in June 2010. STV HD broadcasts in Central and Northern 
Scotland on Virgin Media and Freeview. The channel was made available on the Sky and 
Freesat EPGs in April 2014. 


UTV HD was launched in Northern Ireland in October 2010 exclusively to Virgin Media. It 
was later added to Freeview on 24 October 2012 after the completion of the digital 
switchover in the region. 


ITV2[edit] 
Main article: ITV2 


After 1964, the fourth push-button channel selector on British televisions was 
traditionally labelled "ITV2", in the expectation that the second commercial channel 
would be awarded to ITV in the near future. In the event, Channel 4 claimed the button 
when it launched in 1982. It was not until 1998 that ITV launched its first new digital 
channel, known as ITV2. This combines more repeated and new entertainment and films 
as well as behind the scenes and imported programmes for the modern world. It is 
available on all digital services and broadcasts 24 hours a day. A timeshift channel, ITV2 
+1, is available on Freeview, Sky, Freesat and Virgin Media. Before 2 August 2011, ITV2 
+1 was only available on Freeview between 19:00 and 06:00, as it was forced to 
timeshare with CITV, and, in Scotland, TeleG (until it closed). 


ITV2 HD is the simulcast high-definition television channel of ITV2. It is available on Sky 
and Virgin Media as a pay-TV channel. 


ITV3[edit] 
Main article: ITV3 
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ITV plc's third channel was launched on 1 November 2004 as ITV3. It was initially 
thought that ITV3 would continue alongside Plus, broadcasting only on Freeview and 
cable, but at a last minute deal made it available on Sky, replacing Plus on all platforms 
(except Freeview). It usually shows murder mysteries, classic dramas and movies. ITV3 
is also available on all digital services and is available between 06:00 and 03:00, with 
teleshopping taking up the early hours of the day. A timeshift channel, ITV3 +1, is 
available on Sky, Freesat and Virgin Media. 


ITV3 HD is the simulcast high-definition television channel of ITV3. It is available on Sky 
and Virgin Media as a pay-TV channel. 


ITV 4 [edit] 
Main article: [TV4 
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ITV4 is a digital channel based targeted at men. It began broadcasting on 1 November 
2005. It broadcasts for the same amount of time as ITV3. It usually shows sport events, 


archival programming, and, similarly to ITV3, movies. A timeshift channel, ITV4 +1, is 
available on Sky, Freesat and Virgin Media. 


ITV4 HD is the simulcast high-definition television channel of ITV4. It is available on Sky 
and Virgin Media as a pay-TV channel. 


ITVBe[edit] 
Main article: [TVBe 


utw Be. 


ITVBe is a lifestyle television channel from ITV plc, which launched on 8 October 2014. 
w The channel broadcasts programmes previously broadcast on ITV2 such as The Real 
Housewives franchise and scripted reality show The Only Way Is Essex. The channel is 
available free-to-air on Freeview, Sky and Virgin Media. A high-definition simulcast and 
timeshift channel, ITVBe HD and ITVBe +1, are also available. 


LittleBe[edit] 
Main article: LittleBe (block) 


little Be 


On 3 September 2018, the channel introduced a new children's strand titled, Litt/eBe, 
which is dedicated to British preschool programming. 


CITV[edit] 
Main article: CITV 


The CITV channel is aimed at children under 12 years old, and broadcasts daily between 
06:00 and 21:00. The channel launched on 11 March 2006 at 09:25 with Holly & 


Stephen's Saturday Showdown, on Freeview, Virgin Media and TalkTalk TV. It then 
launched on Sky on 8 May 2006 at 06:00, with other platforms to follow. The channel 
replaced the ITV News Channel on Freeview. In February 2008 it was moved to a space 
originally held by ABC1, allowing ITV4 to go 24/7 on Freeview; however, this means that 
it can no longer be received in Wales via Freeview because the channel would interfere 
with S4C if available in Wales. On 9 January 2012, a change in the FEC mode on the 
multiplex allowed CITV to broadcast in Wales on Freeview. 


ITV Box Office[edit] 
Main article: ITV Box Office 


ITV Box Office is a pay-per-view sports channel from ITV plc, which launched on 4 
February 2017. The channel broadcasts live events such as boxing and is available on 
Sky, Virgin Media and online. 


The Store[edit] 
Main article: JML Direct TV § JML Store 
JML Store is a UK television shopping channel, in partnership with JML Direct Limited, 


and programming block on ITV. Dubbed the "chatmercial", The Store combines the 
format of a chatshow with home TV shopping in front of a studio audience. 


The channel was first launched in November 2011 as "The Zone" exclusively on the 
Freeview platform, but was not available in Wales until 9 January 2012. On Tuesday 1 
October, ITV rebranded the channel as "The Store", which also launched as a 24-hour 
channel on Freesat and Sky on the same day. The Freeview channel varies from the 
satellite feed, as it only broadcasts between 6 pm and 6 am, and airs the live casino 
programme Jackpot247 daily, between 10 pm and 3 am. On 1 August 2014, it was 
rebranded as "JML Store" on all platforms, except Freeview. 


Defunct channels[edit] 


The ITV network as a whole has owned other spin-off channels. Some were as joint 
ventures with other broadcasters; others were not. 


With the ITV brand[edit] 


ITV Encore[edit] 
Main article: ITV Encore 


uty 

ENCORE 

ITV Encore was a drama television channel from ITV plc launched on 9 June 2014. 

41 Unlike ITV's other channels it was available exclusively on Sky and Now TV, as part of 


their subscription packages. A high-definition simulcast and timeshift channel, ITV 
Encore HD and ITV Encore +1, was also available on Sky. Following an over-reliance on 


repeated content and less than stellar ratings, the channel closed on 1 May 2018 as 
part of ITV's plans to turn the channel into a box-set brand. 


ITV Play[edit] 
Main article: ITV Play 


ITV Play was a 24/7 participation television channel in the United Kingdom. It launched 
on 19 April 2006 on Freeview, and was also available on Sky Digital. It was embroiled in 
a scandal involving overpriced premium-rate phone lines, by which ITV plc pulled the 
channel off air until further notice. The channel's closure was announced on 13 March 
2007, and it closed on 15 March 2007. The channel was replaced by ITV2 +1 on 
Freeview. The brand "ITV Play" continued during late night quiz show slots on the ITV 
Network until December 2007. 


While ITV plc had intended the make profits from the ITV Play brand, only the late night 
slots on ITV1 and ITV2 made money. 


ITV News Channelfedit] 
Main article: ITV News Channel 


The ITV News Channel launched on 1 August 2000 under the name ITN News 

Channel. Carlton Television and Granada Television bought equal shares from ITN in the 
network and rebranded it ITV News Channel in September 2002. In April 2004 ITV 
bought NTL's 35 per cent share and took full control over the channel. The channel was 
closed on 23 December 2005 due to poor ratings and the launch of ITV4. It was replaced 
by ITV4 and CITV. 


ITV Sport Channel[edit] 
Main article: ITV Sport Channel 


The ITV Sport Channel, originally broadcasting UEFA Champions League football 

and ATP Masters Series tennis under the brand ONsport, was ITV's sports channel. It 
closed with (and indeed was responsible for) the collapse of ITV Digital. Lasting for just 
one football season; the ITV Sport Channel launched on Saturday 11 August 2001 

with Man City v Watford in the First Division, and closed on Sunday 12 May 2002 with 
the Division 2 Play-off Final between Brentford and Stoke. There were two spinoff 
channels, ITV Sport Plus and ITV Sport Select, the latter used to show the on- 

demand Premier League football matches from Sky Sports. Whilst football was the 
mainstay of the channel, it showed the ATP Masters Series, British basketball and 
European Cup rugby union. Previously to the ITV Digital rebrand, the ITV Sport bouquet 
included ONsport 1 and ONsport 2, which were subject to rebrands themselves after ITV 
bought up the rights to the tennis Masters Series. Before then, the channel had been 
branded as Champions on 28, and Champions on 99. 


ITV Selectl[edit] 
Main article: ITV Select 


This pay-per-view service on ITV Digital was formerly called ONrequest, which launched 
with ONdigital. It gave access to films, sport events and exclusive footage. It closed 
prior to the collapse of the platform due to ITV's financial difficulties and poor uptake. 


Granada plc[edit] 


Granada Breeze[edit] 
Main article: Granada Breeze 


Originally Granada Good Life, Granada Breeze was another GSB owned venture. This 
was a lifestyle channel aimed at female viewers and showed programmes on lifestyle, 
cookery, health and US daytime television such as Judge Joe Brown. Cuts to the channel 
saw original programming drop in favour of US imports, which greatly impacted the 
channel's ratings. It closed in January 2002 on Sky and ITV Digital due to poor viewing 
figures, but continued until April 2002 to honour contracts with NTL and Telewest. 


Granada Plus[edit] 
Main article: Plus (TV channel) 


Owned by Granada Sky Broadcasting, a 50-50 joint venture between Granada 

plc and BSkyB, Granada Plus was a general entertainment channel aimed at older 
audiences and ran from archived material. The channel, initially launched as "Granada 
Plus", was later known as "G Plus" and finally simply "Plus". It continued to broadcast 
until 1 November 2004, when ITV sealed a deal to buy out Sky's stakes in GSB to close 
down the channel in order for ITV's new channel, ITV3, to take Plus' low EPG position on 
Sky Digital. The channel was replaced on digital satellite and cable platforms, but a 
closedown slide continued to be available as late as 2010 on analogue cable. The 
closedown slide has since become inaccessible to places where analogue cable is no 
longer supported, as the digital switchover occurred. 


Granada Men & Motors[edit] 
Main article: Men & Motors 


Men & Motors was a men's lifestyle television channel in the UK. It was the last 
remaining station operated by Granada Sky Broadcasting after Plus became the third 
GSB channel to be closed down, being replaced by ITV3. A joint venture set up 

by Granada plc (now part of ITV plc) and BSkyB in 1996. Although ITV plc is now the sole 
owner of GSB, Sky will receive 49.5 per cent of any proceeds (net of liabilities) if Men & 
Motors is sold. 


The channel was previously available on Freeview but was removed to make way for ITV 
Play which was then removed to make way for ITV2 +1, but was still available on Sky 
Digital and Virgin Media. While it was still broadcasting, it was available from 11:00 to 
04:00 every day with ITV Nightscreen taking up the hours of 04:00 to 06:00 anda 
mixture of teleshopping and animated captions between 06:00 and 11:00. 


Men & Motors was removed from Virgin Media on 25 March 2010, and closed on 1 April 
2010 on Sky Digital and Freesat, making way for ITV HD. 


Granada Talk TV[edit] 
Main article: Granada Talk TV 


The last of the original GSB channels, Granada Talk TV focused primarily on chat shows. 
Due to the death of Diana, Princess of Wales in the early hours of 31 August 1997, it 
ceased broadcasting on 31 August 1997. 

Carlton Communications[edit] 


Carlton Cinemafedit] 
Main article: Carlton Cinema (TV channel) 


This channel was owned by Carlton Communications showing classic cinema. It closed 
in 2003 due to poor viewing figures. 


Taste CFN[edit] 
Main article: Carlton Food Network 


Originally this was the Carlton Food Network, owned by Carlton Communications, 
showing cooking programmes. This was the first Carlton channel to be launched when it 
started on cable on 1 September 1996. The channel itself went bust in late 2001 due to 
financial difficulties. It was never replaced on the ITV Digital platform (but the closure 
stated that Carlton Cinema would replace this and fill in the gap) 


Carlton Kids[edit] 
Main article: Carlton Kids 


This was owned by Carlton Communications showing children's television. The channel 
itself went bust in 2000 due to poor viewing figures. This channel, like Carlton World, 
was replaced by a timeshare of the now-defunct Discovery Kids and Discovery Wings on 
the ONdigital platform. 


Carlton Selectfedit] 
Main article: Carlton Select 


This was a channel owned by Carlton Communications showing general entertainment 
programming. The channel itself went bust in 2000 due to poor viewing figures; 
however, it relaunched again in 2002 (for cable television only), suddenly it plunged into 
extreme risk as Carlton heard rumours about itself merging with Granada to form a 
single ITV (save for the Granada name). It struggled to keep going, but it failed and 
shattered, which meant it closed in 2003, due to the rumours of merging. Its slot was 
used to provide extra hours for Carlton Food Network. The channel had originally been 
broadcast as SelecTV since June 1995 as a cable exclusive but changed to Carlton 
Select in early 1997 and started on OnDigital when that platform went on air in late 
1998. 


Carlton World[edit] 
Main article: Carlton World 


This was a channel owned by Carlton Communications showing factual programming. 
The channel itself went bust in 2000 due to poor viewing figures. It was replaced by a 
timeshare of the now-defunct Discovery Kids and Discovery Wings on the ONdigital 
platform. 

Joint ventures[edit] 

Shop![edit] 


Shop! was a home shopping channel which was a joint venture between Granada 
and Littlewoods. It ran from 1999-2002 and was replaced on Freeview by QVC. 


Wellbeingl[edit] 


Wellbeing was a health and beauty focused channel, a joint venture between Granada 
and Boots which lasted just nine months on air in 2001. 


Super Channel[edit] 
Main article: NBC Europe 


This was a pan-European cable and satellite channel launched in 1987 by all of the ITV 
companies except Thames Television (who was a shareholder in the SES Astra satellite 
operator instead), with the assistance of BBC Worldwide (then Enterprises) and of a few 
other third parties, such as the independent music television producer Music Box. This 
channel aimed to beam a selection of the best of British television from both past and 
present (from both the BBC and ITV) to those living in mainland Europe. It was aimed 


both at foreign viewers and British expatriates, along with the syndicated ITN World 
News and a few other programmes coming from other European countries (such 

as Holland). However, the channel ran into severe financial difficulties almost from the 
start, with rights problems involving Equity demanding full payment of royalties for its 
archive programming, and poor viewing figures, advertising revenue and profits. The 
channel eventually had to scrap much of its BBC and ITV output, and after failing to 
achieve its expectations in 1988 the channel's British shareholders sold the entirety of 
its shares to the Italian consortium Beta Television, who changed its programming 
output completely, although it continued carrying the ITN World News and being based 
in London. In 1993, it was bought by the American broadcaster NBC, relaunching it as 
NBC Super Channel, later renaming it NBC Europe. It finally closed in 1998. (The BBC 
launched its own satellite service immediately after the failure of Super Channel, BBC 
TV Europe (later BBC World Service Television and BBC World).) 


The Guardian newspaper speculated that the failure of Super Channel might have been 
a historical precedent to the bad luck that ITV has generally had with cable and satellite 
television. 

Sky Scottish[edit] 

Main article: Sky Scottish 


A joint venture between Scottish Television and BSkyB, this was a general 
entertainment channel for the Scottish market. It closed after 18 months on air due to 
poor viewing figures. 


Other[edit] 


S2[edit] 
Main article: S2 (TV channel) 


Owned by SMG plc (now known as STV Group plc), this was the Scottish equivalent to 
ITV2. The channel simulcasted the vast majority of ITV2 programmes, albeit covering 
the ITV2 DOG with its own. It closed due to poor viewership. 


UTV2[edit] 
Main article: UTV2 


Formerly TV You, owned by UTV plc, this was the Northern Irish equivalent to ITV2. It 
closed due to poor viewership, and the failure to attract any advertising during its 
existence. 


UTV Ireland[edit] 
Main article: UTV Ireland 


UTV Ireland was a general entertainment channel available in Ireland. The channel was 
launched on 1 January 2015 and broadcast programmes from ITV Studios Global 
Entertainment such as Emmerdale and Coronation Street, often simulcast with the main 
ITV network. The channel was owned by ITV pic since February 2016, following the sale 
of UTV Media's television assets. In July 2016, ITV announced the sale of UTV Ireland 

to Virgin Media Ireland, owners of TV3. The channel was replaced by be3 on 9 January 
2017. 


See also[edit] 


e List of ITV journalists and newsreaders 
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ITV Studios Ltd 


STUDIOS 


Type Subsidiary 
Industry Television 


Genre Television production 


Founded 1954 (as Granada Productions) 


Headquarters London 


England, UK™ 


Area served Europe: 

United Kingdom 
France 
Germany 

Italy 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Denmark 
Sweden 

Finland 

Other territories: 
United States 
Australia 


Key people Kevin Lygo 
(Managing Director) 
Kieron Roberts 
(Manchester ITV Studios) 
Kate Bartlett 
(London ITV Studios) 
Mike Beale 


(Director of International Formats) 


Services Television programme production 
Parent ITV plc 
Subsidiaries World Productions 


Mammoth Screen 
So Television 
Twofour 


Website ITVstudios.com 


ITV Studios is a television production company owned by the British television 
broadcaster ITV plc. Based in 12 countries across 60 production labels, with local 
production offices in the UK, America, Australia, Germany, Holland, Italy, Israel, France 
and Scandinavia. 
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ITV Studios Limited's history can be traced back to Granada Productions, which was 
founded in 1954 as Granada Television's in-house production arm, and Central 
Television Enterprises, Central Independent Television's international sales operations 
founded in 1987. Granada Productions and Carlton International (re-branded name for 
CTE) were merged in 2009 to form ITV Studios; however, some of ITV Studios’ 
subsidiaries, such as ITV Studios Australia, still carried the Granada name until 2014. 


ITV Studios not only makes programmes primarily for its parent company ITV plc, but 
also for other networks such as the BBC and Channel 4. It was formed from a gradual 
amalgamation of the production divisions of all ITV plc owned ‘channel three’ licensees 
which occurred from 1994 to 2004, and for a number of years thereafter following the 
creation of ITV plc. 


The division is also responsible for ITV's production facilities The London 

Studios, 3SixtyMedia (based at ITV Granada, and co-owned with BBC Studios and Post 
Production), and location hire company ProVision (based at ITV Yorkshire, with sales 
offices at ITV Granada and The London Studios). ITV Studios Global Entertainment 
(formerly Granada International and Granada Ventures) is responsible for sales of 
finished programmes, formats and commercial licensing deals. 


Programmes on non-ITV channels (except S4C, which has always used the name ITV_ 
Cymru) retained the Granada brand (examples are Channel 4's Countdown, and The 
Royle Family for the BBC) until 2009. Many of the programmes shown on ITV_ 
network show the end-board featuring the ITV Studios logo after the credits as of 


2009. 


In May 2017, ITV plc acquired production company World Productions. As a result of the 
takeover, the company is now a part of ITV Studios, with ITV Studios Global 
Entertainment handling international distribution of future series. That same year, ITV 
Studios also acquired Swedish game show and entertainment programming producer 
Elk Production,“ a stake in Danish drama producer Apple Tree Productions, founded by 
former DR Drama Deputy Head Lars Hermann and Piv Bernth (producer of the hit 

series The Killing) who had both left public broadcaster DR (which was the home for The 
Killing),= and another stake in Italian film and television producer Cattleya, well known 
for producing the 2015 crime film Suburra and the 2017 RAI/Netflix television series co- 
production that serves as a prequel to it. 
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ITV Studios is a major commercial TV producer in the UK, creating over 3,500 hours of 
original programming each year across all genres except news. Its network programmes 
include, or have included, Coronation Street, Emmerdale, Heartbeat, Marple and Agatha 
Christie's Poirot, Brainiac: Science Abuse, 'I'm a Celebrity...Get Me Out of 

Here!, Parkinson, Ant & Dec's Saturday Night Takeaway, Tonight, The Jeremy Kyle 
Show and This Morning. 


ITV Studios also produces programmes for other UK broadcasters outside of its 

own network. These include the BBC, Channel 4, Channel 5 and Sky. ITV Studios is 
based in London and Manchester, with the centre in Leeds now only home 

to Emmerdale and Shiver Productions (formerly Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television's then 
Granada Productions’ northern features department). The production centres in Bristol 
and Norwich closed in 2006 and 2012 respectively. ITV Studios also owns So- 
Television after acquiring Graham Norton's production company in 2012.2 On 22 April 
2013, ITV announced they had acquired production company The Garden for £18 
million; which is best known for producing Channel 4 series 24 Hours in AGE. In 2013, 
ITV launched a new production company named Potato. 2016 sees ITV Studios secure 
a four-year British horse racing deal which will see the Cheltenham Festival, Grand 
National and Royal Ascot broadcast on the channel.22 


Since 14 January 2013, the ITV logo has been added to the opening credits of the 
majority of ITV Studios-produced shows airing on ITV's channels, similar to the BBC. 


Production franchises of ITV Studios[edit] 
Main article: List of shows produced by ITV Studios 
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In 2004, a duopoly had formed, and Granada owned six franchises, whilst Carlton 
Communications owned five. Granada bought a 64% controlling stake and took over 
Carlton in 2004 with the amalgamation of ITV. Consequently, programmes produced by 
all divisions were referred to as 'A Granada Manchester Production’, 'A Granada London 
Production’, etc., at the end of credits. ITV Studios comprises the network production 
divisions from its following predecessor companies: 


e ITV Anglia 


e [TV Central 

e ITV Granada 

e ITV Wales & West (formerly HTV) - including its former subsidiary, Harvest 
Entertainment. 

e ITV London (Carlton Television and London Weekend Television) 

e ITV Meridian 

e ITV Tyne Tees 

e |TV Yorkshire 

e ITV Breakfast (formerly GMTV) 


* ITV Border and ITV Westcountry rarely contributed network programmes, so were largely unaffected by the creation of ITV Studios. 


Local operations[edit] 


Twofour Group[edit] 


Twofour Group is a British television and digital media group that was founded in 1989 
by Charles Wace, a former BBC news producer. With headquarters in Plymouth, Twofour 
has offices across the globe including London and Los Angeles. 


The Twofour Group consists of Boomerang, Delightful Industries, Mainstreet Pictures, 
Twofour, Twofour America, and Twofour Rights. On 24 June 2015, Twofour Group was 
acquired by ITV Studios.24 


Melanie Leach was named Chief Executive for Twofour Group in summer 2014.22! 
Twofour[edit] 


The flagship division of the Twofour Group, Twofour is an international award-winning 
television production company, producing programming for the BBC, ITV, Channel 

4, Channel 5, UKTV and a variety of other British and foreign broadcasters. Twofour was 
awarded Broadcast's "Best Indie Production Company" title in 2010 and 2014, with titles 
including The Jump (Channel 4), multi award-winning The Real Marigold Hote! (BBC 
One/BBC Two) and the fastest selling format of the year, This Time Next Year (ITV) 

441 and Channel 5's longest running series, The Hotel Inspector. 


The company produces ob-doc and fixed rig shows such as Channel 4's International 
Emmy winning Educating Yorkshire, Educating the East End and 2011's Educating 
Essex. In May 2012, Series Director David Clews was awarded a BAFTA Television Craft 
Award for his work directing Educating Essex. 


Twofour has produced a range of adventure documentaries such as Harry's Arctic 
Heroes for BBC One and Harry's Mountain Heroes for ITV, both featuring Prince 
Harry and a group of wounded soldiers as they attempt to reach the North Pole and 
Mount Everest respectively. 


Boomerang[edit] 


Boomerang produces factual entertainment, popular factual, documentary and sports 
entertainment programmes and is based in Cardiff, Wales. On 11 May 2016, the label 
absorbed sister entities Twofour Wales and Indus.22 


Twofour Rights[edit] 


Twofour Rights, Twofour's in house rights distribution arm, was launched in 2012 and 
brings the company's catalogue of programming to the international marketplace. 


Mainstreet Pictures[edit] 


Mainstreet Pictures is a drama label of Twofour run by joint MDs Sally Haynes and Laura 
Mackie. Mainstreet Pictures is well known for producing the hit ITV series Unforgotten. 


Twofour Americafedit] 


Twofour America produces unscripted programming for audiences in the United States. 
Examples of Twofour America productions are Edge of Alaska for Discovery 
Channel and Twisted for Investigation Discovery. 


Delightful Industries[edit] 


Delightful Industries is a comedy production company founded by Irish comedy writer 
and director Graham Linehan and Director of Programmes Richard Boden in 2012, well 
known for producing Motherland with Irish actress, writer, and producer Sharon 
Horgan and Clelia Mountford's Merman and film studio Lionsgate for the BBC. It is part 
of the Twofour Group. 


Oxford Scientific Filmsf[edit] 


Oxford Scientific Films (OSF) is a British company that produces natural history and 
documentary programmes. Founded on 8 July 1968 by noted documentary filmmaker 
Gerald Thompson, the independent company broke new ground in the world of 
documentaries, using new filming techniques and capturing footage of never before 
filmed activities of its various subjects. In 1996, Oxford Scientific Films was sold to 
Circle Communications, where it retained its own identity as a division within the 
company. The following year, Circle Communications was taken over by Southern Star 
Entertainment UK. Under the new ownership, Oxford Scientific Films continued to 
enhance its reputation for innovative film-making, producing multiple award-winning 
series and films, including the highly acclaimed Animal Planet series Meerkat Manor. 


In March 2008, parent company Southern Star Group merged its Sydney-based factual 
business unit into the Oxford Scientific Films division. The merged company used two 
brands, with the existing Oxford Scientific Films name being used for specialist factual 
programmes and the Southern Star Factual brand being used for features and factual 
entertainment shows.22 Some time later, OSF became part of the Twofour Group. 


Boom Supervisory[edit] 


On 29 June 2015, a majority stake of Boom Supervisory Ltd was acquired by ITV Studios, 
which had acquired Twofour five days earlier. Boom Supervisory was the holding 
company for subsidiaries such as Boomerang, Boom Cymru and Indus.24 Boom Cymru 
operates five divisions; these are Boom Kids (for children's programming), Alfresco (for 
comedy, drama, factual programming and entertainment), Apollo (for comedy and 
drama), Fflic (for architecture-focused and lifestyle programming) and the Harlequin 
Talent Agency.” 


12 Yard[edit] 


12 Yard was founded in 2001 by David Young and the creative team behind the 
worldwide hit Weakest Link and Hat Trick Productions. 


12 Yard has gone on to become one of the world's most successful entertainment 
format creators, producing hit formats including the BBC's long-running early evening 
quiz Eggheads, Saturday night BBC One lottery formats The National Lottery: In it to 
Win it and Who Dares Wins!, primetime feel-good format Holding out for a Hero, Take 


on the Twisters and Big Star's Little Star for ITV and Coach Trip, Celebrity Coach 
Trip and Christmas Coach Trip for Channel 4. 


On 5 December 2007, it was announced that ITV had acquired 12 Yard for £35 million.2&4 
The Garden[edit] 


The Garden was created in 2010 to produce "cutting edge, ambitious, distinctive factual 
programmes for major broadcasters in both the United Kingdom and outside and to be 
the most ideal production company we can be, where programming producers can do 
their very best work and that always delivers exceptional television."2% On 22 April 
2013, The Garden was acquired by ITV Studios.2# It is known for producing 24 Hours in 
A&E for Channel 4 and /nside Claridge's for BBC Two. 


World Productions[edit] 


World Productions is a television production company founded on 20 March 1990 by 
acclaimed producer Tony Garnett and owned by ITV Studios since May 2017. The 
company's first major series was the police drama Between The Lines (BBC One, 1992- 
1994), and throughout the decade they went on to produce a succession of drama 
series. The most notable of these include This Life (BBC Two, 1996-1997), about a 
group of young law students in London; vampire thriller Ultraviolet (Channel 4, 1998) 
and police drama The Cops (BBC Two, 1998-1999), which was so controversial in its 
depiction of the police force that official police advice was withdrawn for the second 
series. More recently, the company has made the series No Angels for Channel 4 (2004- 
2006), a drama based around the lives of young nurses, and also Goldplated and 

for Channel Five it has produced the Perfect Day trilogy and Tripping Over, a co 
production with Network Ten in Australia. It also co-produced, with BBC Cymru Wales, a 
one-off This Life reunion special, which aired in early 2007. 


In 2018, the company produced the hit TV series Bodyguard, which achieved the 
highest viewing figures for a new BBC drama in the multichannel era and the highest 
BBC viewing figures since 2008.22 


Cats on the Roof Media[edit] 


Cats on the Roof Media is a subsidiary of ITV Studios that consists of Gameface 
Productions, a producer of game and quiz shows founded by the creative team behind 
the ITV game show The Cube, Second Act Productions, a comedy label founded in 2015 
by Andrew O'Connor and Paul Sandler and Crook Productions, a producer of 
entertainment and factual programming. It was created by O'Connor and ITV Studios as 
a joint venture on 12 June 2015.23 


Mammoth Screen[edit] 


Mammoth Screen is a British television drama production company that was established 
in 2007 by Michele Buck and Damien Timmer and is a subsidiary of ITV Studios. It 
produces drama for key British broadcasters, especially ITV and the BBC, and also for 
international distribution. Examples of Mammoth Screen productions 

are Endeavour, Poldark, Victoria and the ITV/Amazon Prime Video co-production Vanity 
Fair. 


Monumental Pictures[edit] 


Monumental Pictures was founded in 2014 by producers Alison Owen and Debra 
Hayward, well-known for their participation in films such as Les Misérables and Saving 


Mr. Banks, to produce film and television content.2! At the end of April 2015, ITV Studios 
acquired Monumental Pictures.22 Examples of Monumental Pictures productions 
are Will for TNT, Anne with an E for CBC Television and Netflix and Har/ots for Hulu. 


Multistory Media[edit] 


Multistory Media originally started as the factual entertainment and features network 
production departments of Tyne Tees Television and Yorkshire Television. When ITV plc 
was created, the separate departments of these two subsidiaries were merged into 
Yorkshire Television and renamed Granada Productions North Factual Entertainment 
and Features. It was then renamed again as the Northern factual entertainment and 
features department within ITV Yorkshire as part of ITV Productions. At this point an 
internal reorganization took place to disband the management structure of Yorkshire 
Television and transfer the production business from Yorkshire Television Limited to ITV 
Productions Limited. The departments were then closed as part of a wider company 
production review but were relaunched in Leeds as Shiver. On 23 May 2019, Shiver 
changed their name to Multistory Media.” 


Today, Multistory Media is one of the largest producers of factual entertainment for 
television in the United Kingdom. Examples of Multistory Media productions are Paul 
O'Grady: For the Love of Dogs, 60 Minute Makeover and Peter Andre: My Life. 


Noho Film & Television[edit] 


Noho Film & Television is a subsidiary of ITV Studios that was originally founded in 2012 
as an independent joint by Managing Directors Robert Wulff-Cochrane and Camilla 
Campbell who both formerly headed the drama department at Channel 4.24 


Big Talk Productions[edit] 


Big Talk Productions is a film and television production company founded on 11 
February 1994 by Nira Park and acquired by ITV Studios on 26 July 2013. The company 
has produced critically acclaimed films such as Baby Driver, Edgar Wright's Three 
Flavours Cornetto trilogy, Scott Pilgrim vs. the World, Paul and Sightseers. Television 
series produced by Big Talk include Mum, Back and the revived Cold Feet. 


So Television[edit] 


So Television is a television production company founded in 1998 by Irish television and 
radio presenter, comedian, actor, and author Graham Norton and his partner Graham 
Stuart, best known for producing Norton's chat shows V Graham Norton and The 
Graham Norton Show. The company also produces programmes for radio, mainly 

for BBC Radio 4, via the So Radio division. Both So Television and So Radio are based 

in London. On 30 August 2012, ITV Studios acquired the company for an estimated £17 
million. 22 


Tall Story Pictures[edit] 


Founded in 2016, Tall Story Pictures is a television drama production company working 
with the very best established and emerging writing talent, placing the writer’s vision at 
the heart of everything it develops and produces. Examples of Tall Story Pictures 
productions are psychological thriller Trauma, crime thriller The Bay and detective 
thriller Bancroft, both produced for ITV.22 


International operations[edit] 
ITV America[edit] 
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Co-headquartered in Sherman Oaks, California and New York City, and production 
studios in Stamford, Connecticut,24 ITV America produces programming primarily for US 
networks, such as: Fox's Hell's Kitchen, Kitchen Nightmares, Sit Down, Shut Up, 

and Nanny 911; NBC's Hit Me, Baby, One More Time, the American version of their 
crime drama Prime Suspect, and Little Friends; CBS' Eleventh Hour, VH1's But Can They 
Sing? and Celebrity Fit Club; A&E's Airline, The First 48 and House of Dreams; 

and MTV's Room Raiders. 


In 2006, Granada, in association with FremantleMedia North America, 
produced Gameshow Marathon, an American version of Ant & Dec's Gameshow 
Marathon for CBS. 


Television movies from Granada and ITV America include: Molly Shannon in 12 Days of 
Christmas Eve; Jason Priestley in Reality of Love; Farrah Fawcett in Hollywood Lives, 
based on Jackie Collins’ best selling novel; Anne Heche in Dead Will Tell, Melanie 
Griffith in Lethal Seduction; Jon Voight and Cary Elwes in Pope John Paul 

//(2005 miniseries), Matthew Perry in The Ron Clark Story (2006), Aidan 

Quinn and Mary-Louise Parker in Unexpected Journey, Susan Sarandon in /ce Bound. 
Television programs now owned domestically from its former ITC library include 1978 
adaptation of Les Miserables (Richard Jordan, Anthony Perkins), The Scarlet and the 
Black (1983 Gregory Peck, Christopher Plummer), Not My Kid (1985 George 

Segal, Stockard Channing) and At Mother's Request (1987). 

Until recently'“4 the Chief Executive Officer of ITV Studios was David Gyngell, son of 


the late Bruce Gyngell, the former managing director of former ITV breakfast 
franchisee TV-am and Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television. 


The company was formerly Granada America but was re-branded in May 2009.84 


On 7 May 2014, ITV Studios announced the acquisition of Leftfield Entertainment, which 
produces shows such as Pawn Stars, Counting Cars and American Restoration. ITV has 
taken an 80% stake in the company initially, according to ITV this will make them 
"largest unscripted independent producer in the US"22! 


In 2018, ITV announced a relocated of a large part of their operations from California 
and New York City to Stamford, Connecticut, creating 450 new jobs in the process. 


Subsidiaries[edit] 


e Circle of Confusion Television Studios (joint venture with talent management 
company Circle of Confusion; well known for producing the cult AMC post- 
apocalyptic horror series The Walking Dead and its companion piece Fear the 
Walking Dead) 

e DiGa (51%)8# 


e Gurney Productions 
e High Noon Entertainment (well known for producing Cake Boss for TLC and Fixer 
Upper for HGTV) 
e ITV Entertainment 
e Leftfield Entertainment 
o Leftfield Pictures 
o Loud TV (joint venture with television producer and executive Nick Rigg) 
o Outpost Entertainment (joint venture with former Screaming Flea Productions 
and Cineflix executive Jodi Flynn) 
o Sirens Media 
o Riot Creative®! 
e Thinkfactory Media 
e Tomorrow Studios (joint venture with Marty Adelstein) 
e ITV Studios America (Los Angeles-based scripted television production division; well- 
known for producing Somewhere Between with Thunderbird 
Entertainment for ABC and Good Witch for Hallmark Channel) 


ITV Studios Australia[edit] 


Main article: ITV Studios Australia 


ITV Studios Australia is the Australian division of ITV Studios, based at Fox Studios 
Australia in Sydney.22 The company has its origins in production company Artist 
Services, a company formed in 1989 by a group of investors including Steve Vizard, 
producing many classic shows. Half of the company was sold to John Fairfax Holdings in 
1995 for A$9 million, at a time when the company was generating about $50 million per 
year.24 In 1998, the entire company was acquired by Granada for A$25 million.22 


The company rebranded as ITV Studios Australia in January 2013, with the first program 
carrying the new branding being the second season of the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation comedy news program Shaun Micallef's Mad as Hell par% 


ITV Studios Germany[edit] 
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ITV Studios Germany productions include /ch bin ein Star - Holt mich hier raus! (the 
local version of /'m a Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here!), Star Duell and Deutschlands 
Beste Doppelganger (Stars And Their Doubles) for RTL; and East-West German 

comedy £i Verbibbsch for Sat.1. ITV Studios Germany was previously known as Granada 
Germany. 


At the start of October 2008, ITV acquired a 51.2% controlling stake in German 
television production company Imago TV, founded in 1999 by journalists Andrea 
Schdonhuber-Majewski and Fabian Sabo. This deal gave ITV exclusive international rights 
to distribute and exploit content, format and series rights retained by Imago. 


ITV Studios France[edit] 


Home to a richly diverse slate of programming ranging from primetime entertainment, 
talent competitions and daily magazine shows to comedy, drama and documentary, ITV 
Studios France creates content for major broadcasters throughout France. The division 
has successfully adapted hit international formats for French audiences including 4 
Mariages Pour 1 Lune de Miel (a French version of Four Weddings) and The Voice: la 
plus belle voix (a French version of The Voice) for TF1 and Les 5 anneaux d'or (a French 
version of 5 Gold Rings) for France 2 and also produces popular original programming 
such as daily magazine show Je t'aime etc for France 2, comedy 

series /mportantissime for Canal+ and drama feature Quand je serai grande je te 
tuerai (a French remake of the two-part British thriller television miniseries Undeniable) 
for TF1. 


At the end of February 2017, ITV Studios acquired a majority stake in independent 
production group Tetra Media Studio, which participates in the fields of fiction (mainly 
television dramas such as A French Village which is the company is known for 
producing), documentaries, magazine series, live entertainment, animation, new 
media, music and distribution; however, Tetra will continue to operate independently 
from ITV Studios France.2! 


Tetra Media Studio[edit] 


Tetra Media Studio is a French independent television group founded in 1990 by 
directors Miguel Courtois, Gilles de Maistre and Jérôme Cornuau. The company 
participates in the fields of fiction (mainly television dramas such as A French 

Village which is the company is known for producing), documentaries, magazine series, 
live entertainment, animation, new media, music and distribution.“# The group consists 
of: 


Fiction (Tetra Media Fiction)[edit] 


e Shoot Again Productions 
o Beaubourg Audiovisuel 
e Macondo 


Documentaries, magazine series & live entertainment[edit] 


e Tangaro 
o Compagnie Lyonnaise de Cinéma (CLC) 
e LittleBigProd 


Animation[edit] 


e Monello Productions 
New media (Tetra New Media)[edit] 


e Funny Corp 
Music[edit] 


e Per Diem Editions 
e 15.15 Productions 


Distribution[edit] 


e 100% Distribution 
ITV Studios Nordic[edit] 


ITV Studios Nordic is the official division of ITV Studios in the Nordic countries, owning 5 
units: ITV Studios Norway, ITV Studios Finland, two companies in Sweden named ITV 
Studios Sweden and Elk Production” respectively (with the latter operating under ITV 
Studios Sweden) and also two companies in Denmark named United Productions“" and 
Apple Tree Productions® respectively. 


Talpa Media[edit] 


Talpa Media is a Dutch global television production company currently owned by ITV 
Studios and formerly by Talpa Network which is well known for creating the successful 
worldwide music reality competition franchise The Voice. The company comprises Talpa 


Netherlands (which consists of Talpa Content and Talpa Productions) and Talpa Global. 
[45] 


Talpa Global[edit] 


Talpa Global comprises divisions in North America, the Middle East and Germany, 
although other partnerships are vested in the United Kingdom, France, Italy, Portugal, 
the Nordic countries, Australia and Sub-Saharan Africa. The North American division is 
based in Los Angeles, California, the United States, while the Middle East division is 
based in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates and the German division has offices 

in Berlin and Hamburg.“ 


ITV Studios Netherlands[edit] 
ITV Studios Netherlands is the Dutch division of ITV Studios, recently launched on 11 
October 2018. It operates under Talpa Media.“# 


ITV Studios Global Entertainment[edit] 
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ITV Studios Global Entertainment is the worldwide distributor of programming produced 
by ITV's production teams, as well as independent producers.“4 Programmes include 
films like Brief Encounter, and the Carry On... films. Also a part of this collection is 

the ITC Entertainment feature film library, including The Eagle Has Landed, The Return 
of the Pink Panther, and On Golden Pond. ITV also owns the rights to the film catalogues 
of The Rank Organisation and Alexander Korda. These films are currently distributed 
theatrically by Park Circus,“# in conjunction with Westchester Films, whose parent 
company Shout! Factory signed a North American theatrical, television, and home video 
distribution deal with the ITV library in March 2018. This deal covers over a hundred 
films and series.42 


The television library features programming by most of the major ITV_ 

network companies (except for Thames Television which is divided 

between Fremantle for general entertainment and Boat Rocker Media for children's 
programming; Television South (TVS) which currently belongs to Disney, and Southern 
Television which until recently belonged to Endemol Australia); including titles such 

as Prime Suspect, Doctor Zhivago (2002 miniseries), The Forsyte Saga (2002), 

and Agatha Christie's Poirot, plus children's shows, TV movies (e.g. 2005's Pope John 
Paul If), wildlife documentaries, and other factual programming. The library also 
includes hit series such as Bodyguard (produced by World Productions), which has been 
picked up by Netflix outside the UK.&4 


Independent productions distributed by ITV include programming produced by Wall to 
Wall: (Ancient Egyptians, The Story Of Us), Darlow Smithson Productions: (Seconds 
From Disaster), Wark Clements: (A Mother's Journey), Aardman Animations: (Creature 
Comforts), Ragdoll Productions: (Rosie and Jim, Tots TV), Optimum Television: (Old Bear 
Stories), Honeycomb Animation: (Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids), Chorion: (Agatha 
Christie's Marple and Poirot), Carnival Films: (Rosemary & Thyme), and Red Productions: 
(Bob and Rose, Second Coming). 


The company also incorporates ITV Studios Home Entertainment, and a publishing and 
consumer licensing division, responsible for merchandising rights of ITV Productions and 
third-party programmes (including CBeebies' Numberjacks). Both have recently been 
merged in a restructuring of ITV's international arm, which saw the new entity firstly 
named ITV Worldwide and now ITV Studios Global Entertainment. 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


Year Association Category Nominee(s) Result 


Diversity in Media 


TV Moment of the Year | Loose Women | Nominated 
Awards 


2017 
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List of shows produced by ITV Studios 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


This is a list of Shows produced by ITV Studios, the television production company 
owned by the British television broadcaster ITV plc. This list includes shows from the 
American division with labels Tomorrow Studios and Leftfield Pictures among others, the 
UK division with Potato and 12 Yard and many other divisions from countries all over the 
world past and present. 


ITV Studios America[edit] 


Title Network Origin al Notes 
running 

I'ma 
Celebrity...Get ABC, NBC 2003, 2009 
Me Out of Here! 

; 2004- 
The First 48 A&E present 
Celebrity Fit Club | VH1 2005-2010 
Hele Kitchen Fox 2005- Co-produced with A. Smith and Co 


Saas present Productions 


Original 
running 
Kitchen Co-produced with Optomen and A. 
Nightmares 2007-2014 | Smith and Co Productions 
WCG Ultimate 
Four Weddings 2010-2014 


America Now Syndication 2010-2014 | Co-produced with Raycom Media 


BBC 
Se De America, Lifetim | 2010, 2013 
e 


: Co-produced with Film 44 

Prime Suspect Onn and Universal Television 
Distributed by Debmar-Mercury 

The Jeremy Kyle ee (United States) and ITV Studios 

Show Souen AE Global Entertainment 
(International) 

The Bill 

Cunningham Syndication 2011-2016 | Co-produced with Tribune Studios 

Show 

BC 


Co-produced with Jaffe-Braunstein 
The Client List Lifetime 2012-2013 | Entertainment, Fedora Films 
and Sony Pictures Television 


ABC ! 
Family Tools 2013 Co-produced with The Mark Gordon 


Title 


The Chase 


Best Time Ever 
with Neil Patrick 


Network 


(9) 
(Wa) 
zZ 


NBC 


Harris 


Good Witch 


Help Me Yelp 


Somewhere 
Between 


Hallmark 
Channel 


Food Network 


> 
5 
®) 


ITV Entertainment[edit] 


Title 


Rich Kids of Beverly 


Hills 


EJNYC 


Networ 
k 
E! 
E! 


Original 
running 


2013-2015 


2015 


2015- 
present 


2017- 
present 


2017- 
present 


Original 
running 


2014-2016 


2016 


Notes 


Company and ABC Studios 


Co-produced with Bill's Market & 
Television Productions and 
Prediction Productions 


Co-produced with Whizbang Films 


Based on the South Korean 
television series God's Gift: 14 
Days by Choi Ran. Co-produced 
with Thunderbird Entertainment 


Notes 


Co-produced with Leepson Bounds 
Entertainment 


Co-produced with GGTV and 
Leepson Bounds Entertainment 


Title 


30 Something 
Grandma 


Big Star Little Star 


5 Gold Rings 


Queer Eye For The 
Straight Guy 2 


Networ 
k 


Original 
running 


Notes 


Lifetime 2016 


USA Co-produced with 12 Yard 

Network Ay felts: Productions 

NBC TBA Based on the UK format co-created 
ae by Possessed and Talpa 

Netflix 2018 - Revival of the 2003 Bravo series, co- 
eae ES Present produced with Scout Productions 


Granada Entertainment[edit] 


Netwo 


Title Z 


Cracker ABC 


Holding F 
the Baby |— 


Cold Feet | NBC 


Fox 


(@) 
fed) 


Original 
running 


1997-1998 


1998 


1999 


2001 


Granada America[edit] 


Netwo 


Title T 


Original 
running 


Notes 


Co-produced with The Kushner-Locke Company 


Based on the British show of the same name. 
Co-produced with Howard J. Morris Productions 
and 20th Century Fox Television 


Co-produced with LMNO Productions and Boot 
Camp Productions 


Notes 


Tomorrow StudioSs[edit] 


Title 


Aquarius 


Good Behavior 


The Crow Girl 8 


The Lizard 
King “4 


Stinger = 


The 
Persuaders | 


UnAmerican = 


Snowpiercer # 


Highland 


Netwo 
rk 


zZ 
les] 
O 


4 
= 
mmr 


TBA 


TBA 


TBA 


TBA 


Origina 
l 
runnin 


2016- 
present 


TBA 


TBA 


TBA 


TBA 


TBA 


TBA 


TBA 


Notes 


Co-produced with King Baby Productions, 
McNamara Moving Company and 
Fabrication (season 2) 


Co-produced with Storyland and Studio T 


Based on the international best-selling book 
trilogy of the same name 


Based on the 2008 book of the same name 
by Bryan Christy. Co-produced with 
Fabrication 


Based on the book Rage Against the Dying 
by Becky Masterman. Co-produced with 
Fabrication 


A revival of the 1971 ITV show of the same 
name. Co-produced with Fabrication 


Co-produced with Fabrication 


Based on the 2013 film of the same name 
by Bong Joon-ho. Co-produced with Studio T 


Co-produced with Studio T, originally was 
set up at Amazon. 


Title Netwo 
rk 
Trump: It 
Happened TBA 
here 
Hanna #4 Amazon 
Let The Right TBA 


One In 22 


Live-Action Cow 
boy Netflix 
Bebop Series 42 


Live-Action One 


Piece Series “4 TEA 
Passed Projects[edit] 
Title Netwo 
rk 
The Fluffy AB 


Shop = E 


Origina 
l 


r Notes 
runnin 
g 

TBA 
Co-produced with NBCUniversal 

TBA : } 
International Studios 
Based on the best-selling novel by Swedish 
author John Ajvide Lindqvist. Originally was 
set up at A&E and was to be co-produced 

TBA with A+E Studios, the project was then 


moved to TNT which was then to be co- 
produced by Studio T, the pilot didn't go 
into production and is currently being 
shopped to other networks 


Based on the anime television series of the 
TBA same name. Co-produced with Sunset Inc 
and Midnight Radio 


Based on the manga of the same name 


TER by Eiichiro Oda. 
grona Notes 
running 

2016 Co-produced with ABC 


Studios 


Leftfield Pictures[edit] 


Original 

running 
Hallmark Heroes with Hallmark 2008 TV Special, co-produced with 
Regis Philbin Channel Full Circle Entertainment 
The Principal’s Office 2008-2009 


Pawn Stars i ao 
present 

Bridal Bootcamp 2010 

What The Sell?! TEG 2010-2011 


American Restoration i AUN 
E present 


Fashion Hunters 2011 


Discovery 2011 
Channel 


Carfellas 


Setup Squad go TV 2011 
JUNKies Science 2011 
Monster In-Laws 2011-2012 


Truck Stop USA 
Ball Boys 


Bid & Destroy 


sews 


Cajun Pawn Stars 


Travel 
Channel 


National 
Geographic 


Odd Folks Home 


Odditites: San Francisco 


amos 


The Governor's Wife 


wss 


Hillbillies for Hire 


Guntucky 


Original 
running 


2012-2013 


2012-2013 


2012-2013 


2012-2013 


2012- 
present 


Co-produced with SSS 
Entertainment 


Original 
running 


Love Prison 2014 
Tobacco Wars 2014 


Clash of the Ozarks Deer na 2014 
Channel 
United Stuff of America 2014 


Celebrity Home Raiders 2014 yan Nos UE 


Blood, Sweat & Heels 
Lachey's Bar 


Lost & Found Discovery. 2015 
Family 
Wrestling with Death WGN America | 2015 


Billy the Kid: New National 2015 TV Special, co-produced with 
Evidence Geographic 18Thirty Entertainment 


Original 
running 
Brain Surgery Live with | National TV Special, co-produced with 
2015 
Mental Floss Geographic Mental Floss 
Histor Ores 
anni present 
eos prese a 
present 


Blue Collar Backers Discovery. e 
Channel present 
Buddy s Family Food Network 2016- Co-produced with Cakehouse 
Vacation present Media 
; , 2016- Co-produced with Hard 
Tackle My Ride NFL Network | 2026- Gor neal te) Un Sale 
present Entertainment 


Sn prese Lg 
present 
aim | 


P cranna ae 


Instafamous “4 


Original 
running 


Untitled Hip-Hop 
Docuseries!2! 


Bethenny and Fredrik upcoming, co-produced with 
Property Project 1% eae B Real Productions 


Original 
running 


The Real Housewives of New 2009 DTAERNT 
Jersey £ 


Who the (Bleep) Did | Marry? Investigation. wl 2010-present 
Discovery 
; Investigation : 
Nightmare Next Door DiEcouEr 2011-present 
: Investigation 
Deadly Affairs 2 
Deadly Affairs Diecover 2012-2014 


e 
Who the (Bleep)... Investigation. 2013 
Discovery 
Killing Fields Discovery Channel 2016-present 
The Letter Freeform 2016-present 


Outpost Entertainment[edit] 


Title Network 


Brainstorme | The Weather 


rs Channel 
Forged in : 
Fire History 


Car Hunters | History 


Loud TV[edit] 


Title Network 
Holy and Cooking 
Hungry Channel 
Food Porn FYI 


ThinkFactory Media[edit] 


Original Note 
running s 
2015 


2015-present 


2016-present 


Original Note 
running s 


2014-present 


2015-present 


Title Network orginal 
running 
Sun Records CMT 2017-present 
Dating Game Killer 2a Investigation. L 2017 
Discovery 


Hide The Smile 2 TBA 


TBA 


Notes 


TV Movie 


Title 


The Lou Pearlman 


Story 22 


DiGa[edit] 


Title 


Teen Wolf 


Girl, Get Your 
Mind Right! 


Kesha: My Crazy 
Beautiful Life 


Celebrity Home 


Raiders 


Binge Thinking 


The Ed 


Bassmaster 


Show 


Sorry Not Sorry 


TBA 


Netwo 
rk 


MTV 


Lifetime 


MTV2 


CMT 


go90 


Network 


Original 
running 


2011- 
present 


2013 


2013 


2014 


2016- 
present 


2016- 
present 


2017- 
present 


Original 


é Notes 
running 
TBA Limited 
series 
Notes 


Co-produced with Adelstein Productions, 
First Cause, Inc., MGM Television and 
Siesta Productions 


Co-produced with Kemosabe 
Entertainment, Magic Seed Productions 
and Vector Management 


Co-produced with Leftfield Pictures 


Title Netwo Original 
rk running 
Top of the PR 
Morning 23 Lifetime | TBA 
Dreamfall 24 TBA e 


Twofour America[edit] 


Notes 


TV Movie, based on book Top Of The 
Morning: Inside the Cutthroat World of 
Morning TV by Brian Stelter 


Based on the book of the same name by 
Amy Plum 


Title Network Origin a hote 
running s 
Edge of Alaska Discovery 2014-present 
Channel 

A Night With My ; 

Ex 25 Bravo 2017-present 
Gurney Productions[edit] 

Title Network Original Note 
running s 

Monster Man Syfy 2012 

Duck Dynasty A&E 2012-2017 

Porter Ridge Discovery. 2013 


Channel 


Title 


Leah Remini: It's All 
Relative 


Sons of Winter 


Ghosts in the Hood 


Network 


Discovery 
Channel 


WE tv 


Original Note 
running s 


2014-2015 


2015 


2016-present 


High Noon Entertainment[edit] 


Title 


Kicked Out 


| Want to Save Your 
Life 


Cake Boss 


Tough Love 


Along for the Bride 


Collection 
Intervention 


Hurricane Hunters 


Network ongin al Notes 
running 

ABC Family 2005 
WE tv 2009 

2009- Co-produced with Cakehouse 
MEG i 

present Media 
VH1 2009-2013 Co-produced with Flower Films 
MEE 2012 
Syfy 2012 
The Weather 2012-2013 


Channel 


running ooe 
running 
ieee Travel 
Xtreme Waterparks Travel. ole. 
Channel present 
oe Travel 


The Weather 

Prospectors Chanak = 0 2013-2016 

Guinness World 

Records Gone Wild A Meelis 

Fixer Upper aUo 

obser Upper aaa present 
Originally was to be a series, it 

The Line 2014 instead was aired as a two-hour 
pilot 

Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet | Animal Planet 2015- D) 


Original 


Title Network : Notes 
running 
present 
Ayesha s Home Food iNetwork 2016- 
Kitchen present 
2016- 
Good Bones HGTV present 
Life at Vet U Animal Planet Aer 
present 
Playhouse Masters | TLC ne 
present 
Sweet 15: TLC 2016- 
Quinceañera present 
Red Bandit Media[edit] 
Title Network Original nora 
running s 
Texas Cake Food 
House Network AUUT plist 


Circle of Confusion Television Studios[edit] 


Titi Netwo Original Note 
@ rk running s 


Smith Entertainment[edit] 


Titi Netwo Original Note 
e rk running s 


ITV Studios UK[edit] 


Title Network Origin = Notes 
running 
Coronation Street | ITV 1960- 
present 
The Royal ITV 2003-2011 


Aantha Christie's Co-produced with Agatha Christie Ltd. 
Agatha Christie s 

Poirot ITV 1989-2013 | (1989-2013), and WGBH Boston 
amare (2008-2013) 


My Friend Michael 
Jackson: Uri’s ITV 2009 Documentary 
Story 


Joanna Lumley: 


Canaan ITV 2009 Documentary 
ITV Studios produced from 2009-2010. 
f When the show moved to Sky Living, 
Katie iva Ae AOE BSkyB took over production for the 
rest of the series 
Marchlands Tv 2011 Miniseries; Co-produced with 20th 


Century Fox Television 


WN 


Mr Selfridge ITV, PB 2013-2016 | Co-produced with Masterpiece 


Original 
running 


Gino's Italian 2013- 
ITV 
Escape present 
es preso 
present 
Tonight at the ITV 2014- 
London Palladium | ~—~ present 
2015- : , 
Jekyll and Hyde Co-produced with Pukeko Pictures 
present 
2015- Revival of the 2005 series of the same 
Love Island 
present name 


Judge Rinder's 2016- 

Crime Stories as present 
2016- 

ae 7 o 
2017- Co-produced with Monumental 
present Pictures 


Dharma and ITV TBA Based on the US sitcom of the same 
Greg 2 name. Co-produced with 20th Century 


Original 


Title Network ; Notes 
running 
Fox Television 
Hatton Garden 2 | ITV TBA 
ITV Studios Entertainment[edit] 
Title Netwo Ongin al Notes 
rk running 
The Sound of Music Tv 2015 TV 
Live Special 
Meet the Parents ITV 2016-present 
Mammoth Screen[edit] 
Title mere origin a Notes 
rk running 
Lost in Austen ITV 2008 Miniseries 
Co-produced with 
Endeavour ITV 2012-present Masterpiece 
Miniseries; co-produced 
Parade's End BBC Two | 2012 with HBO 
Poldark aere ae a a joo eels nen 


Masterpiece 


And Then There Were BBC One |2015 Miniseries 


Original 
running 


The Witness for the 2016 Minicarice 
Prosecution S 


o Sa a 
Ordeal by Innocence®2 Upcoming miniseries 
Vanity Fair& Upcoming miniseries 


Potato[edit 


] 
“ ws rnin 
running 
hee Previously produced by ITV 
Four Weadings oky Living z ; 
Four Weddings Sky Livin 2009-2013 Studios from 2009-2011 


Autopsy: The Last | Channel 
Hours of... 5, Reelz 2014-present 


Original 
running 


Bear Grylls’ Co-produced with Bear Grylls 
Survival School Venture 


Twofour[edit] 


running 
The Housing Enforcers 
The Real Marigold Hotel 


This Time Next Year 2016-present 
Spectacular Spain with Alex Channel 5 


12 Yard[edit] 


Title Original 
running 
Coach Trip rapes 2005-present 


The Colour of 
Money 


Original 
running 


Big Star's Little 2013-present 4 


Possessed[edit] 


Original 
running 


2016-present 


2017-present 


Shiver Productions[edit] 


Original 
running 


Come Dine with Me 2005-present m 


Peston on Sunday 2016-present a 


Tales From The Coast with Robson 
Green 


Katie Price: My Crazy Life 22 


Labell[edit] 


Title mete 
rk 
The Job Channel 
Interview 4 


Original Note 
running s 


2016-present 


Big Talk Productions[edit] 


Title Metwo 
rk 

f Channel 
Crashing ons 
Cold Feet ITV 
Raised by Channel 
Wolves 4 
Back Channel 
T 4 
Living the 
Dream 22 sky 1 


The Garden[edit] 


Title Network 


10,000 Channel 5 
BC (UK) 


Original 


3 Notes 
running 


2016 


1997-2003, 2016- 


present 
2013-2016 
2017 upcoming, co-produced with That 
Mitchell & Webb Company 
2017 upcoming 
original Notes 
running 


Co-produced with 


2015-present GroupM 


Cats on the Roof Media[edit] 
Gameface Productions[edit] 


Netwo Original Note 


Title : 
rk running s 


Alphabetic ITV 


zi 2016-present 


Second Act Productions[edit] 


Title Netwo Original Note 
rk running s 
The Night ITV 2017-present 
Show 


Noho Film and Television[edit] 


Title Netwo Original Notes 
rk running 
Prime Suspect Co-produced with 
1973 Mv O Masterpiece 


Tall Story Pictures[edit] 


Title Netwo Original Notes 
rk running 
Tuma B ITV TBA upcomin 
g 
Bancroft! | ITV_ TBA upcomin 


331 Encore g 


So Television[edit] 


Title Netwo Original Notes 
rk running 
Celebrity Home ITV 2016 present Co-produced with Sunnyside 


Secrets Productions 


World Productions[edit] 


Original 


Title Network i Notes 
running 

Betweenthe i One 1992-1994 

Lines 

Lilies BBC One 2007 

Line of Duty Bre wo, BEC 2012-present 

Dark Angel ITV 2016 A 
Born to Kill Channel 4 2017 Seb 
ITV Studios Global Entertainment([edit] 

Title Networ Original Notes 
k running 
Murdoch Co-produced with Shaftesbury Films, 


City, CBC | 2008-present 


Mysteries Rogers Media (Seasons 1-5) and UKTV 


Title Networ Original 
k running 
Tricked YTV, BYUt 2016-present 


ITC Entertainment[edit] 


Title Netwo Original 
rk running 
Seaway ATV, CBC | 1965-1966 
Joe 90 ATV 1968-1969 
Randall and Hopkirk 
(Deceased) oes TOR 
UFO ATV 1970-1971 
Shirley's World ITV, AB 1971-1972 
Les Misérables BS 1978 
Granada Media[edit] 
Title Netwo Original 
rk running 
Rosemary & 
Rosemary & Tv 2003-2007 


Thyme 


Notes 


Co-produced with Force Four 
Entertainment 


Notes 


Co-produced with Seaway Films 


Distribution; produced by 
Century 21 Television 


Co-produced with Scoton 


Distribution; produced by 
Century 21 Television 


TV Movie 


Notes 


Co-produced with Carnival 
Films 


ITV Productions[edit] 


Original 
running 


Britannia 
High 


ITV Studios Australia[edit] 


|| Programs with a shaded background indicate the program is still in production. 


Fast forward Seven Network 1989-1992 
Tonight Live with Steve Vizard Seven Network 1990-1993 


Seven Network 1993-1997 
Network Ten 1998-1999 


bia Gin Bouse 1994-1995 


Full Frontal 


The Micallef P(r)jogram(me) 


Merrick and Rosso Unplanned 2003-2004 


First seven 
Dancing with the Stars Seven Network 2004-2007 | seasons 
only. 


Meer veas 
Australian Princess Network Ten 2005-2007 


First six 
Australia's Next Top Model FOX8 2005-2010 | seasons 


Battle of the Choirs 2008 
—|— 


Four Weddings Seven Network 2010 


Come Dine with Me Australia LifeStyle Food 
Young Talent Time Network Ten 
Please Marry My Boy Seven Network 


Celebrit Come Dine With Me LifeStyle Food 2012-2014 
Australia 
| 


Off Their Rockers The Comedy 
Channel 


Come Date with Me Network Ten 2013-2014 
Paddock to Plate LifeStyle Food 2013-2014 


Keeping Australia Alive? 2016 
noma Australia®4 2016 


S 
Hell's Kitchen Australia 2017 
Cannonball Seven Network 2017 
Network Ten 2017 


Title 


Love Island Australia 


Drag Race Australia 


ITV Studios Nordic[edit] 
ITV Studios Norway[edit] 


Title 


Aber 
Bergen 


Netwo 
rk 


TV3 


Silverback[edit] 


Title 


In 


Netwo 
rk 


Kandisdjunge Tv4 


United Productions[edit] 


Title 


Netwo 
rk 


Network Years 
9Go! 2018- 
present 
TBA TBA 
Original Note 
running s 
2016-present 
Original Note 
running sS 
2009 
Original Note 
running s 


2015-present 


Notes 


Announced 
in 2019 


Elk Production[edit] 


running 


En ska bort 2016-present 
] 


ITV Studios Germany[edit 


_ rs a 


Original 
running 


Das perfekte Dinner 2006-present 
Die Kocharena 2007-2013 


Traumreise Ha l 
Traumreise 


Gefragt - Gejagt 2012-present 
Grill den Henssler 2013-present 


uizduell Das Erste 2014-present Pee CHINES pe eeke 
the same name 
eee 


Granada Germany[edit] 


e runnin 
running 


Frauenzimm Based on the format of Loose 
E O 
er EI Women 


ITV Studios France[edit] 


Original 
running 


Quatre mariages pour une lune de 


miel 
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Industry 


Fate 


Successor 


Founded 


Defunct 


Headquarters 


Key people 


Products 


Granada plc 


GRANADA 


Conglomerate 


(primarily Media) 


Merged with Carlton 


Communications 


ITV plc 
Moto Hospitality 


1930; 89 years ago 
2 February 2004; 15 years ago 


London and Manchester, United 


Kingdom 


Sidney Bernstein (Founder) 
Charles Allen (Chief Executive) 


Granada Breeze 

Granada Plus 

Granada Men and Motors 
Granada Talk TV 


Number of 31,000 (2001) prior to demerger 
employees of Compass Group 


4,700 (2002)" 


Subsidiaries ITV Granada 
ITV Studios 
Granada Ventures 
Granada TV Rental 
Granada Theatres 
Granada Motorway Services 
Telerent 
Granada Television 
London Weekend Television 
Yorkshire Television 
Tyne Tees Television 
Meridian Broadcasting 
Anglia Television 
HTV (sold to Carlton for competition 
reasons) 


Border Television 


Granada plc (previously called Granada Ltd, Granada Group plc, and Granada 
Media plc) was a British conglomerate best known as the former parent of the 
Manchester-based Granada Television. 


The company merged with Carlton Communications in 2004 to become ITV plc. It was 
once a constituent of the FTSE 100 Index. 


History[edit] 
Media business[edit] 


Granada has its origins in Sidney Bernstein's Granada Theatres Ltd, 

a cinema company founded in Dover in 1930. The company was incorporated 

as Granada Ltd in 1934, with Granada Theatres Ltd turned into a subsidiary. 

zı Granada has been listed on the London Stock Exchange in one form or another since 
1935.2 It was awarded the North of England ITV franchise in 1954, broadcasting 

as Granada Television. The company also established a chain of television rental shops 
from 1959 onwards. 


Granada entered the publishing business in the 1960s: it combined its operations into 
the publisher Hart-Davis, MacGibbon in 1972. William Collins, Sons acquired Granada 
Publishing in 1983. During the 1980s, Granada became involved in the British Satellite 
Broadcasting satellite television company. This went on air in March 1990, but merged 
with Sky Television plc in November 1990, to form British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB), in 


which Granada had a minority shareholding for some time. In 1991, Granada Theatres 
Ltd was sold to Bass. In 1994 Granada acquired London Weekend Television.2 In 1997 it 
acquired Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television plc, forming Granada Media Group plc. 


Granada also bid together with Carlton Communications and BSkyB for one of the 

UK Digital terrestrial television licences. They won the licence, though BSkyB was 
excluded from the company, ONdigital, on competition grounds. It went on air in 1998, 
was rebranded to ITV Digital in 2001, then entered voluntary liquidation before closing 
in 2002.4 


In 2000, Granada purchased United News & Media's television interests, which 
were Meridian Broadcasting and Anglia Television; Granada was forced to sell 
the HTV broadcasting business (to Carlton) for competition reasons, though it held onto 
HTV's network production business. It also acquired Border Television in 2001, 


51 from Capital Radio plc. 
Red Arrow (later Granada) TV Rental[edit] 


Until 2000, there was a widespread high street chain called Granada TV Rental in the 
UK, Canada and in the US. The UK headquarters were originally in Manchester. The 
company started life as Red Arrow TV Rental, using a red version of Granada's north- 
pointing arrow as its logo. This was a home entertainment equipment rental chain, 
similar to Radio Rentals and Rediffusion. The mainstay of the business from the late 
1950s, and through the 1960s and 70s, was television set rental; during this period 
television receivers were expensive to purchase and maintain. 


In 1978 the company expanded its operations into the domestic VCR (videocassette 
recorder) rental market. This new technology was also a high-cost item in home 
entertainment: for example, a JVC model HR3300 VHS recorder cost £680 in 1978, [tatoo 
needed equivalent to £3,800 in 2018. In the early 1980s the rental of satellite TV 
reception equipment was another opportunity for the company to supplement its 
declining income. 


As electronic product prices fell and their reliability improved, consumer behaviour 
changed from renting to buying electrical goods. This drift away from rental eventually 
resulted in the decline of this chain and others. Granada purchased Telefusion (a 
Blackpool-based rental company) and DVR. It then went on to merge with Robinson 
Rentals, moving the Granada base from Sharston Road, Manchester, to the Robinson 
building on Ampthill Road, Bedford, England. The two main players at this time were 
Granada TV Rental (GTVR) and Radio Rentals. Both were experiencing a decline in 
business and in 2000 they merged to form Boxclever.# 


Red Arrow was one of a number of experimental companies launched by Sidney and 
Alex Bernstein's Granada Group and was, apart from Granada Cinemas and Granada 
Television, by far the most successful. Others included Green Arrow - artificial plant and 
flower leasing to companies, and Black Arrow - office furniture and equipment leasing. 
This company was disposed of and has no connection with any other venture of a 
similar name. 


Catering business[edit] 


Aside from media, Granada's other main strength was in the catering business. It 
opened its first motorway service area in 1964, and established a chain of service areas 
across the British motorway network. Granada was the first British service station 
operator to move away from fancy dining and instead offer a basic but quicker service. 
Soon, all the other operators took on this idea. Granada's hospitality arm was at its 


strongest in the 1990s under Gerry Robinson's chairmanship of the group. At one time 
the company owned and operated 75% of the motorway service areas.™ It expanded 
into other areas of catering, including most notably the acquisition in 1996 of Forte 
Group.” This included rival operator Welcome Break (later sold due to regulations), 
roadside chains Little Chef and Happy Eater, and Forte's hotels 

(including Travelodge and Le Méridien). 


In July 2000 Granada merged with Compass Group plc to form Granada Compass plc, 
as part of a planned strategy to separate Granada's media and catering interests.“4 The 
demerger took place in early 2001, with the media business becoming Granada Ltd. 
421 The motorway service stations were soon rebranded as Moto. 


Other ventures[edit] 


e Inthe 1960s, when bingo was at its most popular, Granada turned some of their 
cinema chain into bingo halls. This business was sold to Bass in 1991 and was 
rebranded as Gala Bingo. 

e From the late 1980s to the late 1990s, Granada operated three theme parks: 

o Camelot was purchased by Granada in 1986 along with Park Hall Leisure. The 
park near Charnock Richard, Lancashire, had a medieval theme and featured 
a jousting arena. It was sold by Granada in 1998 and closed in 2012. 

o The American Adventure was opened by Granada in 1987 in Ilkeston, 
Derbyshire. The site had been sold by Derbyshire County Council after a failed 
theme park called Britannia Park closed 10 weeks after opening. The park was 
successful for several years and was known for having the tallest log flume in 
the United Kingdom. Granada sold the park in 1997 after its business started to 
decline; it eventually closed at the end of 2006. 

o The Granada Studios Tour was opened in 1988. It was a Granada Television 
themed park that featured sets, props and techniques used by the company. In 
1997 the park gained Skytrak Total, the world's first flying roller coaster. The 
park closed to the public in 1999 and fully in 2001, during the company's 
difficulties with ITV Digital. 

e In 1983, Granada Microcomputer Services were set up to supply computer hardware 
to businesses. These services were originally marketed as shops but later became 
"business centres". This business was sold in 1987. 

e Granada expanded into book publishing in 1961, but sold the business in 1983. They 
also owned publishers Leckie and Leckie. 


Merger with Carlton[edit] 


In 2002 speculation began to centre on when, not if, Carlton and Granada would merge. 
In 2003 a merger was agreed between the two companies, with Granada shareholders 
owning two-thirds of the new company.” That the new company was in effect a 
takeover by Granada of Carlton was admitted in the first annual report of the new 
company, ITV plc, which treated the company as effectively a continuation of Granada 
plc (with the Carlton merger regarded as an acquisition) for accounting purposes. 


The Granada name continues as the official name of the North West ITV franchise, and 
was used to brand productions of ITV plc companies on channels other than ITV branded 
channels in the United Kingdom until it was replaced by the ITV Studios brand in 2009. 


Operations[edit] 


At the time of the merger with Carlton Communications, Granada was mainly involved 
in the television business. It owned seven ITV companies - Granada Television, London 


Weekend Television, Yorkshire Television, Tyne Tees Television, Meridian 
Broadcasting, Anglia Television and Border Television. It also owned the ITV Digital 
Channels Ltd pay-TV business, which at the time offered two channels, Men and 
Motors and Granada Plus. ITV plc has since taken full control of GSB and closed down 
archive channel Plus in favour of ITV3. Granada also owned 50% shares in ITV2 and 
the ITV News Channel, and a 20% share of Independent Television News. It also owned 
45% of TV3, Ireland. 


Charles Allen was chief executive of Granada until 2 February 2004, when he became 
chief executive of the newly created ITV plc, a post he retained until 1 October 2006. 


e ITV Granada 
e ITV Studios 
e Red Heart, joint venture with Seven Network 
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Headquarters 
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Products 


Divisions 


Public 


Television 


Merged with Granada plc 


ITV plc 


1982; 37 years ago 


2 February 2004; 15 years ago 


London, 
United Kingdom 


Michael P. Green (Chairman) 


Carlton Cinema 
Carlton Select 
Carlton World 

Carlton Kids 

Carlton Food Network 


Carlton Television 
Westcountry Television 
Central Independent Television 
HIV 

Carlton Video 


Subsidiaries Carlton Screen Advertising 
Carlton Publishing Group 
ITV Digital (50%) 
London News Network (50%) 
GMTV (20%) 
ITN (18%) 


Carlton was a British media company. It was led by Michael P. Green and listed on 
the London Stock Exchange from 1983 until 2 February 2004, when it was bought 
by Granada plc in a corporate takeover to form ITV plc. Carlton shareholders gained 
approximately 32% of ITV plc.” 


As well as being the parent company of Carlton Television Limited it was also involved 
in several other media and broadcasting businesses and was a constituent of the FTSE 
100 Index. 


History[edit] 
Early years[edit] 


In 1967 Michael Green established a printing and photo-processing company, Tangent 
Industries, with his brother-in-law and his father-in-law (the future Lord Wolfson). In 
1982, Green bought Transvideo, renaming the company Carlton Television Studios. A 
year later the name was changed to Carlton Communications when the company went 
public. Soon after, the Moving Picture Company (MPC), Europe's largest video facilities 
provider, joined Carlton in a joint venture to acquire the UK subsidiary of California's 
International Video Corporation, IVC UK Ltd. Carlton acquired MPC itself in July 1983 for 
£13 million, with Mike Luckwell as managing director of the enlarged company. !stationneedeai 


During 1985, Abekas Video Systems was purchased for £30m, helping to expand the 
company's operations in the field of video editing and allowing Carlton to produce 
projects as diverse as commercials, rock music videos, and corporate videos. (Abekas 
and its consolidation of IVC was sold to Scitex Corporation in 1992 for $52 million). 
Green valued strict financial controls to allow cash flow, so when new companies were 
acquired they used Carlton’s accounting practices to enable easy consolidation. 
Carlton's consolidated gross profit reached £38.1 million in 1985, mostly coming from 
IVC, MPC, and Carlton Studios. Abekas results further enhanced the profits in the 
following year. !eitatoen needeai 


Green tried unsuccessfully to acquire a broadcasting station. He first tried for Thames 
(see below) before trying for LWT. The Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) 
intervened, allowing Green only a 10 percent share. In response, Green sold his existing 
5 percent share for £1 million. Carlton also failed to win the direct satellite broadcasting 
franchise, which went to British Satellite Broadcasting (BSB). In March 1987, Carlton 
acquired a 20 per cent in Central Television from Ladbrokes for £30million™ which 
finally gave Carlton its first stake in a terrestrial broadcasting company Bob Phillis 
became Carlton's representative on the broad of directors, having previously worked for 
Central before joining Carlton as managing director. Carlton increased its portfolio of 
media companies with the acquisition of Zenith Productions for £7.3 million. 


Carlton purchased Skyscan, the satellite dish manufacturer, in 1986. The company was 
sold on in 1988 because of slow sales and continuing delays in new start-up television 
services. Carlton's biggest acquisition of the decade came in October 1988, when it 
bought Technicolor for $780m, which led to Carlton becoming the world's largest 
producer of video cassette duplication and motion picture film processing, serving 
Hollywood studios and software companies. A year later, Carlton bought United 
Engineering Industries (UEI) plc for £580m, incorporating Quantel and Solid State Logic, 
which designed and manufactured professional video and sound products. Carlton later 
disposed of Solid State Logic in 1999 and Quantel in 2000. 


Thames[edit] 


Carlton's most significant move was to outbid Thames Television for the ITV London 
weekday licence in 1991. Previously, in 1985, Carlton had executed a failed take-over 
bid for Thames after Thorn EMI and British Electric Traction decided to sell its share of 
Thames. The deal was blocked by both Richard Dunn, chief executive of Thames, and 
by the IBA, which concluded 'the proposal would lead to a major change in the nature 
and characteristic of a viable ITV programme company'. Michael Green was left 
‘bewildered’, saying: 'We are surprised at the IBA's decision. I'm absolutely certain it 
would not have been a major change to Thames. We have always suggested that we 
would make absolutely sure the company would continue to be what it is at this 
moment in time.' IBA said it had nothing against Carlton owning part of an ITV company, 
but believed 'any' single ownership of an ITV company was undesirable. 


Thames finally floated on the stock market in July 1986. A few days afterwards, 
speculation appeared that Carlton had attempted to buy a sizable number of shares. 
Michael Green, chairman of Carlton, was quoted as saying, 'I can't possibly comment’, 
but a Thames spokesperson pointed out: 'It does seem quite likely; however, no one 
shareholder can own more than 10% of our equity, so it's difficult to see what they 
might have in mind'.!2 


It has been said that Green talked to the then Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher on the 
matter, which in turn may have helped to shape the 1990 Parliamentary Act which 
replaced the IBA with the Independent Television Commission and the change in 
franchise allocation procedures. Carlton Television had a policy of being a 'publisher- 
broadcaster’, not producing any programmes of its own; even its news was outsourced 
to London News Network. By 1994, the ITC had criticised the channel for its 'poor 
network programming’, and said further improvements could be made.24 


1990s-2000s[edit] 


Pickwick Video logo (1988-1993) 


In January 1992, Carlton strengthened its media library when it acquired Pickwick 
Group, which in turn was re-branded and merged with the existing Carlton library to 
create Carlton Visual Entertainment. The company acquired a 20% stake in GMTV a 
month after it won the ITV breakfast franchise 1991 and bought 18% stake 

in Independent Television News in 1993. Carlton increased its stake in Central 
Television to 81% in 1994 and two years later added Westcountry Television to its 
portfolio. The acquisition of Central made Carlton one of the largest television 
producers in the UK, when Action Time and Planet 24 were added to Green's empire.24 


The future Prime Minister, David Cameron was director of corporate affairs at Carlton 
from July 1994 to February 2001, his only venture into employment outside of the 
political world.22231 Within six months the company expressed its concerns that the 
government ‘must allow ITV firms the commercial freedom already granted to the BBC 
to expand their businesses abroad' and that the restrictions of the Broadcasting Act 
1990 should be replaced by normal competition policy, allowing further consolidation 
among ITV companies. 


Carlton expanded its non-TV interests by acquiring film library from the Rank 
Organisation as well as the cinema advertising company Cinema Media (formerly Rank 
Screen Advertising), the UK's biggest cinema sales house at the time, from The Rank 
Group,“445! renaming it Carlton Screen Advertising. In 1997, along with Granada and 
British Sky Broadcasting, Carlton bid successfully for the UK national digital terrestrial 
television licence. Sky was excluded from the eventual company, ONdigital, for 
competition reasons, and this marked the start of Granada and Carlton working more 
closely together.22 


In early January 1999, the company bought the ITC television and film library from 
PolyGram/Seagram for £91 million, which reunited the programme library of Associated 
Television and Central Television and doubled the stock of its library division Carlton 
International, by giving it a total of 15,000 hours of programming. Carlton chairman 
Michael Green said: ‘The ITC library is a jewel in the crown. We can now unite it with the 
other gems from Britain's film and television heritage in our excellent library.'24 From 
September 1999, Central Broadcasting and Westcountry Television were re-branded as 
Carlton.22 This later paved the way for the eventual downgrading of all of ITV's regional 
identities, though the names were never fully dropped as their news 

programmes Central News and Westcountry Live continued, and eventually returned to 
the air (albeit as ITV1 Central and ITV1 Westcountry) in 2004. In 2000, United Business 
& Media proposed a merger with Carlton.22 However, the parties were outmanoeuvred 
by Granada, which took over only the television interests of UNM (the rest of the 
company remains in existence). The broadcasting arm of HTV (though not the majority 
of its production operations) were sold to Carlton for competition reasons, becoming 
the company's final major acquisition. 


In 1999, Technicolor continued expansion with the acquisitions of wholly owned 
businesses in Canada and Australia and started the development of digital cinema 
within two years. In 2001, Technicolor was sold to Thomson multimedia for $1.9bn 
and22 in 2002 ITV Digital (the renamed ONdigital) collapsed.24 


In late 2003, Carlton and Granada finally agreed to merge. While described as a merger, 
it was essentially a take-over by Granada as its shareholders would own two-thirds of 
the new company, Charles Allen would become chief executive and Michael Green 
would leave the company he had built.22 After the merger, the Granada brand would 
remain in Granada Television and Granada Productions. In contrast, the Carlton 
franchises dropped the Carlton name for local programming from the day of the merger 
(2 February 2004) with the Carlton network production brand disappearing from 1 


November 2004; even the London weekday franchise started trading as ITV1 London 
(Weekdays), and was operationally (though not legally) merged with London Weekend 
Television as ITV London. The Carlton brand continued being used by Carlton Screen 


Advertising (and then only in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland) by Dermot 
Hanrahan and Claude Morgan inc until it was renamed Wide Eye Media in 2014, ending 
the use of the Carlton name 10 years after the creation of ITV plc.) 
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Wireless Group Limited 


wireless 


Formerly UTV Media 
Type Subsidiary 
Industry Broadcasting 
Founded 7 June 2007 


(as Beechgrove Trading Limited) 


Headquarters Belfast, Northern Ireland 


Key people Scott Taunton 
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Y £116 m (2014)™ 
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Parent News UK & Ireland Ltd 
Website WirelessGroup.co.uk 


Wireless Group Limited is a radio and digital broadcasting network with its 
headquarters based in Belfast, Northern Ireland and with radio operations in 

the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom. It currently operates five stations in 
Ireland and 18 in the UK. The company was formerly known as UTV Media owned by 
UTV Television however, its television broadcasting services were sold to ITV plc in 
February 2016 and its radio, sales services and websites were spun-off into a new 
company called Wireless which was later purchased by News Corp. 


In June 2016, Rupert Murdoch's News Corp reached an agreement to buy the company. 
131 The sale was completed in September 2016.” Prior to the acquisition, Wireless Group 
was a constituent of the FTSE SmallCap Index. 


History[edit] 
Background[edit] 


The former Wireless Group headquarters at Havelock House. The company relocated to City 
Quays 2 in 2018. 


The current UTV Limited (originally Ulster Television plc), which began in 1959 as an ITV 
franchise holder in Northern Ireland, purchased ISP Direct Net Access in March 2000 for 
£4.4m, rebranding it as UTV Internet and later UTV Connect. The service expanded into 
telephone market under UTV Talk in August 2004 and also provided broadband and 
fibre optic packages for Northern Ireland, the Republic and the rest of the UK.“ The 
service was sold to Rainbow Communications and Vodafone Ireland in 2014. 


The company also set up an online car dealership UTV Drive, created in partnership with 
Abbey Insurance, which was sold in 2014. 


Further expansion took place with the move into radio, starting in Cork with 96FM and 
C103 in 2001. Further acquisitions were undertaken over the next decade, with the 
largest investment being the purchase of The Wireless Group in 2005 for £97m, 
boosting its radio portfolio with additional local stations, digital radio multiplexes and 
national station Talksport. In 2005, the group also launched its first station, U105, which 
broadcasts to the Belfast area, and purchased Juice FM in Liverpool . 


With the expansion, turnover increased, with 2005 being up 46% on 2004, pre-tax 
profits rising by 12%, and employment up by 500 people to more than double the figure 
in the previous year. In 2006, total sales were £113.6m of which the radio division 
accounted for 54%, television 37% and 9% from new media. 48% of operating profits 
were earned in the radio side of the business, with 47% derived from television and 5% 
from new media. 


Reorganisation of UTV and proposed mergers[edit] 


Following shareholder approval, Ulster Television plc changed its name to UTV plc in 
June 2006.4 Then, on 16 August 2007, a re-organisation of the group was proposed, 
with the existing UTV plc, holding the ITV franchise only, becoming a wholly owned 
subsidiary of new holding company, UTV Media plc, and the remaining businesses 
transferred to the new holding company. The change was approved at an extraordinary 
general meeting on 19 September and came into effect on 15 October 2007, with 
shareholders receiving a 1:1 exchange of stock from the old to new company. The 
company, established on 1 June 2007 as Beechgrove Trading Limited, changed its 
name to UTV Media Limited on 13 August 2007, and to UTV Media plc on 21 August 
2007. 


In August and September 2006, the company made two merger proposals to STV Group 
plc, operator of the northern and central Scottish ITV franchises as STV. The latter 
proposal would have given SMG shareholders 52% of the merged company. On 20 
September 2006, the plans were abandoned after SMG rejected the offer as 


unacceptable. However, on 10 January 2007, the two companies announced that they 
had agreed a merger, with SMG shareholders to receive 46% of the merged company 
and UTV 54%.44 After the details were expected to be finalised before the end of 
January, the deal was put on hold and then called off by SMG on 28 February 2007.24 


UTV Ireland and further radio expansion[edit] 


In January 2015, the company launched UTV Ireland, carrying many of ITV's 
programming including Coronation Street and Emmerdale, which had been previously 
broadcast in Ireland by TV3. The station produces some home-grown programming, 
including the twice-nightly national news programme /re/and Live. 


On 27 March 2015, it was confirmed that Sound Digital, which was 30% owned by the 
company, had been successful in its bid for the second national digital radio multiplex in 
the UK, which would be launched in 2016. As part of the bid, the company would 
expand its Talksport station with new sister stations Talksport 2 and Talkradio, as well 
as running a relaunched Virgin Radio UK.“2 The multiplex was launched on 29 February 
2016, with the new stations launching over the following month less talkBUSINESS, 
which was replaced by Share Radio on the multiplex." 


Sale of UTV to ITV plc[edit] 


On 19 October 2015, it was announced that ITV plc would acquire UTV's ITV franchise 
and UTV Ireland for £100 million, subject to regulatory approval. UTV retained its radio 
operations, but was required to rename itself after including the UTV brand in the sale. 
[15] 


The sale to ITV plc was completed on 29 February 2016, when the company also 
rebranded as Wireless Group plc.: On 30 June 2016 Rupert Murdoch's News 
Corp announced an agreement to purchase the company for all-cash worth between 
$220-296 million.244 The sale was completed on 26 September 2016.12 


Financial Results[edit] 


In May 2019, it was reported that Wireless Radio (ROI) Ltd last year recorded pre-tax 
losses of €2.23m and this followed pre-tax losses of €4.33m for the preceding 18 
months "#2 


Operations/[edit] 


The company splits its operations into three divisions, Radio GB, Radio Ireland and 
Digital. 


Radio GB[edit] 


Formed from the original Wireless Group purchase, the division has its origins from Talk 
Radio, the owner of the station of the same name, later renamed Talksport in 2000. A 
consortium including MVI, News International, Radio Investments and LMC Radio, 
headed by chief executive Kelvin MacKenzie, under the name TalkCo, purchased the 
group in 1998 for £15.5m. The company expanded when it purchased The Radio 
Partnership in 1999, gaining control of its nine local commercial stations and becoming 
the fifth largest radio company in the UK. 


On 8 February 2019, it was announced that the local stations would be sold to Bauer 
Radio. 


National DAB multiplexes 


Talksport e Sound Digital (with Bauer Radio and Arqiva) 


Talksport 2 e Stoke & Stafford 
Talkradio e Swansea SW Wales 
Virgin Radio UK e Bradford & Huddersfield 
Radio Ireland[edit] 
Local stations e =©Limerick's Live 95FM : Limerick 
e LMEM : Drogheda 
Dublin's Q102 : Dublin e U105 : Belfast 
FM104 : Dublin 
Cork's 96FM : Cork 
C103 : Mallow 


Other divisions[edit] 


The company published a free, London-based men's magazine called Sport until 2017. 


Wireless Group also owns the digital agency Zesty and the internet hosting provider 
Tibus.24 
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ITV Digital Channels 
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This article is about the subsidiary of ITV plc formerly known as Granada Sky 
Broadcasting. For the failed digital television service, see ITV Digital. 


ITV Digital Channels Ltd 


Type Subsidiary of ITV plc 
Industry Media 
Founded 1996 


Headquarters London 
Area served United Kingdom 


Parent Granada plc/BSkyB (1996-2004) 
ITV plc (2004-) 


ITV Digital Channels Limited (ITVDCL) (formerly known as Granada Sky 
Broadcasting or GSkyB) is a wholly owned subsidiary of British television 

broadcaster ITV plc. ITV Digital Channels Ltd now solely under control of ITV plc is today 
a profitable business which runs all ITV plc's television channels with the exception 

of ITV, which is part of the ITV Network. 


Origins[edit] 


Granada Sky Broadcasting was set up in 1996 and operated until 2004 as a joint 
venture between Granada plc and BSkyB to launch a range of television channels 
broadcasting the Granada and London Weekend Television archive on the Sky satellite 


television platform as well as other digital platforms such as ITV Digital (closed in 2002 
due to administration), NTL and Telewest (both merged to form Virgin Media). 


History[edit] 
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ITV digital channels viewing share 2000-2008. 


On 2 February 2004, Granada merged with Carlton Communications to form ITV plc. On 
1 November 2004, ITV plc agreed to purchase BSkyB's stake in GSB for £10 million. The 
deal included the slot that Plus was broadcast on, which ITV used on the Sky platform to 
broadcast its new ITV3 channel, which replaced Plus on the same day.” The 
negotiations that led to ITV plc taking sole control of GSB, closing Granada Plus and 
launching ITV3 on digital satellite were apparently completed just hours before the new 
channel started broadcasting. A week later, on 8 November 2004, Granada Sky 
Broadcasting was renamed "ITV Digital Channels Limited". The closure of Granada Plus 
left Men & Motors the sole survivor of the original four channels. As part of ITV's buy-out 
of Sky's shareholding Sky will receive 49.5% of any proceeds (net of liabilities) from any 
future sale of Men & Motors. 


On 2 May 2005, Men & Motors launched as free-to-air channel on the Freeview digital 
terrestrial television service. It was rumoured that ITV plc would replace Men & Motors 
with ITV4, another men's channel, when it launched on 1 November 2005, echoing the 
launch of ITV3 in 2004. However, after a better than expected performance from Men & 
Motors as a free-to-air channel and avoiding the issues that led to ITV3 replacing Plus, 
both channels continued and ITV plc cut the hours of the ITV News Channel to make 
way for ITV4 and CITV instead. The News Channel closed in December 2005, with its 
remaining bandwidth used for CITV. 


Although ITV4 started broadcasting from the Astra satellite on 1 November, it was not 
placed on the Sky EPG until 7 November. Because of this, some ITV4 sporting 
programming was simulcast on Men & Motors in a /TV4 on m&m strand. 


Despite the previous U-turn not to close Men & Motors, fresh rumours over the 
channel's future began to circulate in early 2006 due to a poorer than expected 
performance from the fledgling ITV4 service. In April 2006 Men & Motors left Freeview 
to make way for the launch of ITV Play. It closed on Virgin Media on 25 March 2010, and 
finally closed on Sky and Freesat on 1 April, to make way for a permanent EPG position 
for ITV_HD. 


Currently, ITV2 and ITV3 are the highest rating digital TV channels!#2us- discuss) jy 

the United Kingdom. ITV4 is benefiting from extra investment and is also improving its 
share of the viewing. The CITV channel is the number one commercial kids TV channel 
having a higher share of viewers compared to Cartoon Network and Nickelodeon. 


In 2014, the portfolio of ITV's channels was expanded with the launch of ITV Encore, a 
drama channel, and ITVBe, a reality and lifestyle channel. The launch of the latter lead 
to ITV2's repositioning as a youth focused entertainment channel. 


Current channels[edit] 
See also: List of ITV channels 


ITV Digital Channels Ltd operates the following ITV plc's Television channels: 


e |TV2 (and ITV2 +1) - a general entertainment channel 
3 (and ITV3 +1) - a drama and movie channel 
ITV4 (and ITV4 +1) - a channel aimed at men 

e |TVBe (and ITVBe +1) - a channel aimed at women 

e ITV Box Office - a pay-per-view sports channel 

e CITV -a channel aimed at children 

e The Store - a shopping channel 

e ITV HD -a high definition simulcast of ITV plc's ITV channel 
e TV2 HD - a high definition simulcast of ITV2 

e ITV3 HD - a high definition simulcast of ITV3 

e ITV4 HD - a high definition simulcast of ITV4 

e ITVBe HD - a high definition simulcast of ITVBe 


Former channels[edit] 
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GSkyB's logo banner used from 1996 to 1998 


e Plus - launched as Granada Plus on 1 October 1996, showing entertainment 
programmes from the archives of Granada, LWT and its subsidiaries. It was closed 
on 1 November 2004 to allow ITV3 to launch on Sky. 

e Granada Breeze - launched as Granada Good Life on 1 October 1996, a lifestyle 
channel split into four segments: Granada Food & Wine, Granada Health & Beauty, 
Granada TV High Street and Granada Home & Garden. Relaunched as Granada 
Breeze in May 1998 in order to improve ratings but closed on 30 April 2002. 

e Men & Motors - launched as Granada Men & Motors on 1 October 1996, a channel 
aimed at men. Last of the original Granada Sky Broadcasting channels to close on 1 
April 2010. 

e Granada Talk TV - a debate channel launched on 1 October 1996. Closed on 31 
August 1997. 

e ITV Encore (and ITV Encore +1) - a drama channel launched on 9 June 2014. Closed 
on 1 May 2018. 


See also[edit] 


e |TV Digital 
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ITV Digital 
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For the current portfolio of digital channels owned by ITV plc, see ITV Digital Channels 


Ltd. 


‘Former 
type 


| Industry 
Fate 


Predecess 


jor 


ITV Digital plc 


Carlton Communications plc and Granada 


plc joint venture 


Media 


Liquidated 


ONdigital plc 


Founded 15 January 1997; 22 years ago 
Defunct 18 October 2002; 17 years ago"! 


Headquart Marco Polo House, Battersea, London, 


ape United Kingdom 


Products Pay TV services and programming 


ITV Digital was a British digital terrestrial television broadcaster which launched a pay- 
TV service on the world's first digital terrestrial television network. Its main shareholders 
were Carlton Communications plc and Granada plc, owners of two franchises of 

the ITV network. Starting as ONdigital in 1998, the service was re-branded as ITV 
Digital in July 2001. Low audience figures, piracy issues and an ultimately unaffordable 
multi-million pound deal with the Football League led to the broadcaster suffering 
massive losses, forcing it to enter administration in March 2002. Pay television services 
ceased permanently on 1 May 2002, and the remaining free-to-air channels such as BBC 
One and Channel 4 had ceased when the company was liquidated in October. The 
terrestrial multiplexes were subsequently taken over by Crown Castle and the BBC to 
create Freeview later that month. 


History[edit] 


non 


British Digital Broadcasting logo (1997-1998) 
See also: Digital terrestrial television in the United Kingdom § History 


On 31 January 1997, Carlton Television, Granada Television and satellite 

company British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB), together created British Digital Broadcasting 
(BDB) as a joint venture and applied to operate three digital terrestrial television (DTT) 
licences.2! They faced competition from a rival, Digital Television Network (DTN), a 
company created by cable operator CableTel (later known as NTL).= On 25 June 1997, 
BDB won the auction and the Independent Television Commission (ITC) awarded the 
sole broadcast licence for DTT to the consortium. Then on 20 December 1997, the ITC 
awarded three pay-TV digital multiplex licences to BDB. 


That same year, however, the ITC forced BSkyB out of the consortium on competition 
grounds; this effectively placed Sky in direct competition with the new service as Sky 
would also launch its digital satellite service in 1998, although Sky was still required to 
provide key channels such as Sky Movies and Sky Sports to ONdigital.“ With Sky part of 
the consortium, ONdigital would have paid discounted rates to carry Sky's television 
channels. Instead, with its positioning as a competitor, Sky charged the full market rates 
for the channels, at an extra cost of around £60million a year to ONdigital.© On 28 July 


1998, BDB announced the service would be called ONdigital,® and claimed it would be 
the biggest television brand launch in history.» The company would be based in Marco 
Polo House, now demolished, in Battersea, south London, which was previously the 
home of BSkyB's earlier rival, British Satellite Broadcasting (BSB). 


Six multiplexes were set up, with three of them allocated to the 

existing analogue broadcasters. The other three multiplexes were auctioned off. 
ONdigital was given one year from the award of the licence to launch the first DTT 
service. In addition to launching audio and video services, it also led the specification of 
an industry-wide advanced interactive engine, based on MHEG-5. This was an open 
standard that was used by all broadcasters on DTT. 


The launch[edit] 
digital 
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ONdigital logo from 1998 until 2001 


ONdigital was officially launched on 15 November 1998 amid a large public ceremony 
featuring celebrity Ulrika Jonsson and fireworks around the Crystal Palace transmitting 
station. Its competitor Sky Digital had already debuted on 1 October. The service 
launched with 12 primary channels, which included the new BBC 

Choice and ITV2 channels; a subscription package featuring channels such as Sky_ 

One, Cartoon Network, E4, UKTV channels and many developed in-house by Carlton and 
Granada such as Carlton World; premium channels including Sky Sports 1, 2, 3, Sky 
Premier and Sky MovieMax; and the newly-launched FilmFour and MUTYV.. 201211021 


From the beginning, however, the service was quickly losing money. Supply problems 
with set-top boxes meant that the company missed Christmas sales. Meanwhile, 
aggressive marketing by BSkyB for Sky Digital made the ONdigital offer look 
unattractive. The new digital satellite service provided a dish, digibox, installation and 
around 200 channels for £159, a lower price than ONdigital at £199. ONdigital's 
subscription pricing had been set to compare with the older Sky analogue service of 20 
channels.22 In 1999, digital cable services were launched by NTL, Telewest and Cable & 
Wireless .241 


In February 1999, ITV secured the rights for UEFA Champions League football matches 
for four years,“ which would partly be broadcast through ONdigital and two new sports 
channels on the platform, Champions ON 28 and Champions ON 99 (later renamed 
ONsport 1 and ONsport 2 when it secured the rights to ATP tennis games), the latter of 
which timeshared with Carlton Cinema.” Throughout 1999, channels 

including MTV and British Eurosport launched on the platform."4 The exclusive Carlton 
Kids and Carlton World channels closed in 2000 to make way for 

two Discovery channels.: 


ONdigital reported in April 1999 that it had 110,000 subscribers. Sky Digital, however, 
had over 350,000 by this time.2” 


The first interactive digital service was launched in mid-1999, called ONgames. On 7 
March 2000, ONmail was launched which provided an interactive e-mail service.“% A 
deal with multiplex operator SDN led to the launch of pay-per-view service ONrequest 
on 1 May 2000. In June 2000, ONoffer was launched. On 18 September 2000, 


the internet TV service ONnet was launched. In March 2000 there were 673,000 
ONdigital customers.24 


On 17 June 2000, ONdigital agreed to a major £315 million three-year deal with 
the Football League to broadcast 88 live Nationwide League and Worthington 
Cup matches from the 2001-02 season.!21 


Problems[edit] 


ONdigital's growth slowed throughout 2000 and by the start of 2001, the number of 
subscribers stopped increasing; meanwhile, its competitor Sky Digital was still growing. 
The ONdigital management team hoped to obtain the upper hand by a series of free set 
top box promotions, initially at retailers such as Currys and Dixons, when ONdigital 
receiving equipment was purchased at the same time as a television set or similarly 
priced piece of equipment. These offers eventually became permanent, with the set-top 
box loaned to the customer at no charge for as long as they continued to subscribe to 
ONdigital. The offer was matched by Sky. ONdigital's churn rate, a measure of the 
number of subscribers leaving the service, reached 28% during 2001.23 


Additional problems for ONdigital were the choice of 64QAM broadcast mode, which 
when coupled with far weaker than expected broadcast power, meant that the signal 
was weak in many areas; complex pricing structure, comprising many menu options; a 
poor-quality subscriber management system (badly adapted from Canal+); a paper 
magazine TV guide whereas BSkyB had an electronic programme quide (EPG); 
insufficient technical customer services; and much signal piracy. While there was a 
limited return path provided via an in-built 2400 baud modem, there was no 
requirement, as there was with BSkyB, to connect the set-top box's modem to a phone 
line. 


Later problems occurred when ONdigital began to sell prepaid set-top boxes (under the 
name ONprepaid) from November 1999. This bundle sold in high street stores and 
supermarkets at a price that included - in theory - the set-top box on loan and the first 
year's subscription package.2# These prepaid boxes amounted to 50% of sales in 
December 1999.25! Thousands of these packages were also sold at well below retail 
price on auction sites such as the then-popular QXL. As the call to activate the viewing 
card did not require any bank details, many ONdigital boxes which were technically on 
loan were at unverifiable addresses. This was later changed so a customer could not 
walk away with a box without ONdigital verifying their address. Many customers did not 
activate the viewing card at all, although where the viewer's address was known, 
ONdigital would write informing them that they must activate before a certain deadline. 


[citation needed) 


The ONdigital pay-per-view channels had been encrypted using a system 

- SECA MediaGuard - which had subsequently been cracked. ONdigital did not update 
this system, therefore it was possible to produce and sell counterfeit subscription cards 
which would give access to all the channels.2@ About 100,000 pirate cards were in 
circulation by 2002, and these played a role in the demise of the broadcaster that year. 
rz |In 2012, News Corporation, largest shareholder of Sky, was alleged to have leaked 
ITV Digital card codes on the internet (see section below). 


Rebranding[edit] 


Screenshot from one of ITV Digital's adverts, featuring Johnny Vegas and the "ITV Digital Monkey" 


In April 2001 it was said that ONdigital will be 'relaunched' to bring it closer to 
the ITV network and to better compete with Sky.2# On 11 July 2001 Carlton and Granada 
rebranded ONdigital as ITV Digital.22 


Other services were also rebranded, such as ONnet to ITV Active.2% A re-branding 
campaign was launched to support the new naming, with customers being sent ITV 
Digital stickers to place over the existing ONdigital logos on their remote controls and 
set top boxes. The software running on the receivers was not changed though, and 
always displayed 'ON' on nearly every screen. A plan to change the onscreen software 
was planned along with a change to a stronger encryption system in Autumn 2002, '<io 
neededl however this never happened due to ITV Digital's collapse by that time. 


The rebrand was not without controversy as SMG plc (owner of Scottish 

Television and Grampian Television), UTV and Channel Television all pointed out that 
the ITV brand did not belong solely to Carlton and Granada. SMG and UTV initially 
refused to carry the advertising campaign for ITV Digital and did not allow the ITV Sport 
Channel space on their multiplex, meaning that it was not available at launch in most of 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. The case was resolved in Scotland& and the Channel 
Islands and later still in Northern Ireland, allowing the ITV Sport channel to launch in the 
non-Carlton and Granada regions, although it was never made available in the Channel 
Islands, where there was no DTT or cable, !##ioxneedeal and it never appeared on Sky Digital. 


Later in 2001, ITV Sport Channel was announced. This would be a premium sport 
channel, and would broadcast English football games as per the company's deal with 
the Football League in 2000, as well as ATP tennis games and Champions League 
games previously covered by ONsport 1 and ONsport 2. The channel launched on 11 
August that year.22 


Downfallfedit] 


By June 2001, it was clear to most that ONdigital had lost the fight against Sky and the 
cable operators. The service just passed 1 million subscribers by January, whereas Sky 
Digital had 5.7 million. Granada reported £69 million in losses in the first six months of 
2001, leading to some investors urging it to close or sell ONdigital/ITV Digital.22 ITV 
Digital was unable to make a deal to put ITV Sport Channel on Sky, which could have 
given the channel access to millions of Sky customers and generated income. The 
channel was only licensed to cable company NTL. Subscriptions for ONnet/ITV Active, its 
internet service, peaked at around 100,000 customers.@ ITV Digital had just 12% of the 
share of digital subscribers as of December 2001. ITV Digital and Granada were also 
forced to cut jobs that month.2%34 By 2002, the company was thought to be losing up to 
£1 million per day. 


In February 2002, Carlton and Granada said that ITV Digital needed an urgent 
"fundamental restructuring".22 The biggest cost the company faced was its three-year 
deal with the Football League,“ which was already deemed too expensive by critics 
when agreed, as it was inferior to the top-flight Premiership coverage from Sky Sports. 
ʻa It was reported on 21 March 2002 that ITV Digital had proposed paying only £50 
million for its remaining two years in the Football League deal, a cut of £129m. Chiefs 
from the League said that any reduction in the payment could threaten the existence of 
many football clubs, which had budgeted for large incomes from the television contract. 
[43] 


Administration[edit] 


On 27 March 2002, ITV Digital was placed in administration as it was unable to pay the 
full sum to the Football League.“! Later, as chances of its survival remained bleak, the 
Football League sued Carlton and Granada, claiming that the firms had breached their 
contract in failing to deliver the guaranteed income. However on 1 August the league 
lost the case, with the judge ruling that it had "failed to extract sufficient written 
guarantees". The league then filed a negligence claim against its own lawyers for 
failing to press for a written guarantee at the time of the deal with ITV Digital. This time, 
in June 2006, it was awarded a paltry £4 in damages of the £150m it was seeking.“# In 
addition, its collapse put the government's ambition to switch-off analogue terrestrial 
signals by 2010 into doubt.“ 


Despite several interested parties, the administrators were unable to find a buyer for 
the company and effectively put it into liquidation on 26 April 2002.48 Most subscription 
channels stopped broadcasting on ITV Digital on 1 May 2002 at 7 am, with only free-to- 
air services continuing.“ The next day, ITV chief executive Stuart Prebble quit.&4 On 5 
July, the Football League agreed to a £95 million four-year deal with Sky for 
broadcasting rights, which helped to offset the potential financial crisis at many football 
clubs. In all, 1,500 jobs were lost by ITV Digital's collapse. ITV Digital was eventually 
placed into liquidation on 18 October, leaving behind debts of £1.25 billion. 


Post-collapse[edit] 


By 30 April 2002, the Independent Television Commission (ITC) had revoked ITV 
Digital's broadcasting licence and started looking for a buyer. A consortium made up of 
the BBC and Crown Castle submitted an application on 13 June, later joined by BSkyB, 
and were awarded the licence on 4 July. They launched the Freeview service on 30 
October 2002, offering 30 free-to-air TV channels and 20 free-to-air radio channels 
including several interactive channels such as BBC Red Button and Teletext, but no 
subscription or premium services.£= Those followed on 31 March 2004 when Top Up 

TV began broadcasting 11 pay TV channels in timeshared broadcast slots. 


From 10 December 2002, ITV Digital's liquidators started to ask customers to return 
their set top boxes or pay a £39.99 fee.=4 Had this been successful, it could have 
threatened to undermine the fledgling Freeview service, since at the time most digital 
terrestrial receivers in households were ONdigital and ITV Digital legacy hardware. In 
January 2003, Carlton and Granada stepped in and paid £2.8m to the liquidators to 
allow the boxes to stay with their customers, because at the time the ITV companies 
received a discount on their broadcasting licence payments based on the number of 
homes they had converted to digital television. It was also likely done to avoid further 
negativity towards the two companies.!! 


During the time under administration, Carlton and Granada were in talks regarding a 
merger, which was eventually cleared in 2004.5% 


Effect on football clubs[edit] 
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ITV Digital's collapse significantly contributed to Bradford City F.C. being put into administration 


ITV Digital's collapse had a large effect on many football clubs. Bradford City F.C. was 
one of the affected, and its debt forced it into administration in May 2002. su 


Barnsley F.C. also entered administration in October 2002, despite the club making a 
profit for the twelve years prior to the collapse of ITV Digital.: Barnsley had budgeted 
on the basis that the money from the ITV Digital deal would be received, leaving a £2.5 
million shortfall in their accounts when the broadcaster collapsed. 


Clubs were forced to slash staff, and some players were forced to be sold as they were 
unable to pay them. Some clubs increased ticket prices for fans to offset the losses. 


The rights to show Football League matches were resold to Sky Sports for £95 million 
for the next four years compared to £315 million over three years from ITV Digital, 
leading to a reduction from £2 million per season to £700,000 in broadcasting revenue 
for First Division clubs. 


In total, fourteen Football League clubs were placed in administration within four years 
of the collapse of ITV Digital, compared to four in the four years before. 


News Corporation hacking allegations[edit] 


On 31 March 2002, French cable company Canal+ accused Rupert Murdoch's News 
Corporation in the United States of extracting the UserROM code from 

its MediaGuard encryption cards and leaking it onto the internet. Canal+ brought a 
lawsuit against News Corporation alleging that it, through its subsidiary NDS (which 
provides encryption technology for Sky and other TV services from Murdoch), had been 
working on breaking the MediaGuard smartcards used by Canal+, ITV Digital and other 
non-Murdoch-owned TV companies throughout Europe.<! The action was later partially 
dropped after News Corporation agreed to buy Canal+'s struggling Italian 

operation Telepiu, a direct rival to a Murdoch-owned company in that country. ©2721 


Other legal action by EchoStar/NagraStar was being pursued as late as August 2005, 
accusing NDS of the same wrongdoing. In 2008, NDS was found to have broken piracy 
laws by hacking EchoStar Communications’ smart card system, however only $1,500 in 
statutory damages was awarded. 


Rupert Murdoch possibly used hacking to indirectly weaken ITV Digital 


On 26 March 2012, an investigation from BBC's Panorama found evidence that one of 
News Corporation's subsidiaries sabotaged ITV Digital. It found that NDS hacked 
ONdigital/ITV Digital smartcard data and leaked them through a pirate website under 
Murdoch's control - actions which enabled pirated cards to flood the market.221 The 
accusations arose from emails obtained by the BBC, and an interview with Lee Gibling, 
the operator of a hacking website, who claimed he was paid up to £60,000 per year 
by Ray Adams, NDS's head of security. This would mean that Murdoch used computer 
hacking to directly undermine rival ITV Digital. Lawyers for News Corporation claimed 
that these accusations of illegal activities against a rival business are "false and 
libellous".Z2 In June 2013 the Metropolitan Police decided to look into these allegations 
following a request by Labour MP Tom Watson.” 


Marketing[edit] 


ITV Digital ran an advertising campaign involving the comedian Johnny Vegas as Al and 
a knitted monkey simply called Monkey, voiced by Ben Miller. A knitted replica of 
Monkey could be obtained by signing up to ITV Digital. Because the monkey could not 
be obtained without signing up to the service, a market for second-hand monkeys 
developed. At one time, original ITV Digital Monkeys were fetching several hundred 
pounds on eBay, and knitting patterns delivered by email were sold for several 
pounds. The campaign was created by the advertising agency Mother.” In August 
2002, following ITV Digital's collapse, Vegas claimed that he was owed money for the 
advertisements. In early 2007, Monkey and Al reappeared in an advert for PG Tips tea, 
which at first included a reference to ITV Digital's downfall. 


Set top boxes[edit] 


ONdigital viewing card 


This is a list of ex-ITV and ONdigital set-top boxes. All boxes used similar software, with 
the design of the user interface common to all models. Top Up TV provided a small 
update in 2004 which upgraded minor technicalities with encryption services. 


e Nokia Mediamaster 9850T 

e Pace Micro Technology DTR-730, DTR-735 
e Philips DTX 6370, DTX 6371, DTX 6372 

e Pioneer DBR-T200, DBR-T210 

e Sony VTX-D500U 

e Toshiba DTB2000 


All these set top boxes (and some ONdigital-branded integrated TVs) become obsolete 
after the digital switchover, completed in 2012, as post-switchover broadcasts utilised a 
newer 8k modulation scheme with which this earlier equipment was not compatible. 2 


needed] 


iDTVs[edit] 


ONdigital and ITV Digital could also be received with an Integrated Digital 
Television (IDTV) receiver. They used a conditional-access module (CAM) with a smart 
card, plugged into a DVB Common Interface slot in the back of the set. 


Purchasers of iDTVs were given a substantially discounted price on using the ONdigital 
service, as there was no cost for a set-top box. 


Some of the original iDTVs needed firmware upgrades to work with the CAM. For 
example, Sony sent technicians out to homes to make the necessary updates free of 
charge. 


Carlton/Granada digital television channels[edit] 


Carlton and Granada (later ITV Digital Channels Ltd) created a selection of channels 
which formed some of the core content of channels available via the service, which 
were: 


Channel Channe Year 


Reason/Notes 
name I no. removed 


ONdigital 


ONsport 1 
ONsport 2 


Taste CFN 


Granada 
Breeze 


ITV Select 


ITV Sport 
Channel 


ITV Sport 
Extra 
ITV Sport 
Select 


Timeshared with Carlton World. Replaced by a timeshare 
of Discovery Kids and Discovery Wings. 


Timeshared with Carlton Kids. Replaced by a timeshare of 
Discovery Kids and Discovery Wings. 


Originally known as Champions ON 99. Replaced by ITV 
Sport Channel, ITV Sport Extra and ITV Sport Select. 


Originally known as Champions ON 28, then Champions ON 
98. Timeshared with Carlton Cinema. Replaced by ITV 
Sport Channel, ITV Sport Extra and ITV Sport Select. 


Known as Carlton Food Network until 1 May 2001. 
Timeshared with Carlton Select. 


Known as Granada Good Life until 1 May 1998. 
Timesharing with Men & Motors. 


Known as ONrequest until 22 August 2001. 


Shop! Joint venture between Granada and Littlewoods. 
; Joint venture between Granada and Boots. Replaced 
Wellbeing : 
ONoffer service. 


Carlton Timeshared with Champions ON 28/98, then timeshared 
Cinema with ONsport 2. 


Known as Granada Plus until 1998, then G Plus until 2002. 
Closed due to launch of ITV3. 


ITV News Known as ITN News Channel until after the collapse of ITV 
Channel Digital. 


Known as Granada Men & Motors until 2001. Timeshared 
with Granada Breeze. 


Still broadcasting. 


See also[edit] 


e Sky UK 

e Top Up TV 

e Freeview 

e NDS Group 
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STV Productions 


s Productions 


Type subsidiary 

Industry Media 

Founded 31 August 1957 
(as Scottish Television Productions) 
1 October 2008 
(as STV Productions) 

Headquart Glasgow, Scotland, United 

ers Kingdom (headquarters) 


London, United Kingdom 


Key Alan Clements 


people (Director of Content) 


Products Television 
Owner STV Group plc 


Website www.stvproductions.tv 


omc 


productions 


SMG Productions’ last logo 


STV Productions (previously SMG Productions or Scottish Media Group 
Productions and originally known as Scottish Television Productions) is the 
television production arm of the STV Group plc, and incorporates Ginger Productions. 
Headquartered in Glasgow, Scotland, and with an office in London, England, the 
company's output includes drama, factual, entertainment and children's programming 
for broadcast on television stations worldwide. A key programming supplier to the 
television industry in the United Kingdom, STV Productions’ output is aired on all UK 
terrestrial networks as well as major satellite and cable stations. 


Company details[edit] 


The company was rebranded as STV Productions on 1 October 2008, to coincide with its 
parent company renaming from SMG plc to STV Group plc on the same day. 


STV Productions are the makers of Taggart, the longest running crime drama on British 
television, broadcast on the ITV network and sold overseas for transmission in over 40 
territories. Other successful drama productions include television adaptions of lan 
Rankin's Rebus, and Goodbye, Mr. Chips as well as Neil Buchanan's Art Attack. 


STV Productions’ Factual department has a long track record in award-winning 
documentary production for national and regional transmission with past output 
including After Lockerbie, The Charge of the Light Brigade, Magic at War and Justice for 
My Daughter. More recent productions have included Highlands, Made in 

Scotland, Scotland Revealed and The Merchant Navy. The department expanded into 
the area of factual entertainment with the production of the cult series, C/ub Reps for 
ITV and more recently, the regional magazine show The Hour. 


The expansion in factual entertainment production was further enhanced by the 
acquisition of the Ginger Media Group, including subsidiary company Ginger 
Productions, which has produced such programming as Don't Drop the Coffin for ITV 
and Celebrity Detox for Channel 5. Recent output from the company has included Jack 
Osbourne: Adrenaline Junkie for ITV2 and the one-off special, Paul Zenon's Revenge 
Squad. Prior to ownership by STV, Ginger Productions' most notable shows were Don't 
Forget Your Toothbrush and TFI Friday, both made for Channel 4 and presented and 
produced by Chris Evans. 


The company is one of the biggest producers of children's programming in the UK, 
covering factual series such as How 2 and Prove It!, comedy drama Uncle Dad, arts 
series Cre-8 and a number of original programmes in the Scottish Gaelic language 
for BBC Alba. A weekend continuity strand featuring archive and imported children's 
output, wknd@stv is also produced on a weekly basis for STV. 


In 2008, STV Group plc announced an investment of almost £1 million into the 
production company's development division in an attempt to create new international 
formats, co-productions and advertiser-funded output for a number of broadcasters." 


STV Productions have produced many shows, including: Scottish Passport, The 
Hour, Catchphrase, The Poison Tree, Fake Reaction, Antiques Road Trip among 
ot h e s|citation needed] 2 


STV Productions produced the comedy panel game show, Fake Reaction which began 
airing on ITV2 in January 201 dikitation needed) | 
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Ginger Productions 


© productions 
Type Public 
Industry Media 
Founded 1994 


Founder Chris Evans # 


Headquarters Glasgow, Scotland 
London, England 


Key people Chris Evans: 
(founder; no longer involved) 
Elizabeth Partyka 
(Managing Director) 


Products Television 
Owner STV Group plc 
Parent STV Productions 
Website www.ginger.tv 


Ginger Productions, alongside STV Productions, is part of the network production arm 
of STV Group plc. Based in Waterhouse Square in London, the company's output focuses 
on Entertainment and Factual Entertainment programming. Ginger was acquired as part 
of STV's acquisition of the Ginger Media Group in 1999. 


Ginger Productions have created TFI Friday, The Priory and Don't Forget Your 
Toothbrush - which is a format which can now be seen across the globe - Detox 

Camp and Celebrity Detox Camp (Channel 5) brought the nation's attention to the 
extreme holistic treatment of caffeine enemas in Thailand. This was followed up in 2005 
with Extreme Celebrity Detox for Channel 4, which challenged celebrities to try out 
some of the most unusual and challenging detox regimes on offer. The Tribute to the 
Likely Lads for ITV starring Ant & Dec. Don't Drop the Coffin (ITV). This series followed 
the day-to-day activities of a team of South London undertakers and was one of the 
most talked about programmes in 2003. 


Ginger Productions is also responsible for the multi-award-winning Cannibals and 
Crampons for BBC One, which helped launched the career of Bruce Parry. Other Ginger 
Productions include The True Story of Ferrari for BBC One and the Channel 4 drama 
series Lock Stock..., based on the seminal London gangster film. 


In 2005, Ginger began producing Jack Osbourne: Adrenaline Junkie, a documentary 
series for ITV2. The team film Jack around the world as he attempts challenges. The 
series has been sold to 12 territories including New Zealand, Korea and Discovery 
Travel in USA. To date, four series of Adrenaline Junkie have aired on ITV2. Ginger 
Productions made another show for ITV2, with Jack Osbourne's sister as the star of Kelly 
Osbourne: Turning Japanese in 2006. Other programming titles have included Whatever, 
a daily TV show for Sky1 and Take Me to the Edge, a reality series for Virgin1. 
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ITV 


Logo since 1 January 2019 


Launched 22 September 1955; 64 years 
ago (launch of the Independent 
Television network) 
28 October 2002; 17 years 


ago (launch of ITV unified on-air 


identity) 
Network ITV 
Owned by ITV plc 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Formerly called 


Replaced 


Sister channel(s) 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


ITV Network: 

9.52% 

0.77% (+1) 

5.01% (HD) June 2019, BARB) 


More than TV 


United Kingdom 


British English 


England, Wales, South 
Scotland, Isle of Man, Channel 


Islands 


ITV1 
(2001 to 2013, and later reverted to 


the ITV name) 


Anglia Television, Border 
Television, Carlton 

Television, Central Independent 
Television, Channel 

Television, Granada 

Television, HTV, LWT, Meridian 
Broadcasting, Tyne Tees 
Television, Westcountry 
Television and Yorkshire 
Television 


(on 28 October 2002) 


ITV2 


CIV 
ITV Box Office 


Timeshift service ITV +1 


Website www.itv.com/hub/itv 
Availability 
Terrestrial 

Freeview Channel 3 (SD) 


Channel 33 (+1) 
Channel 103 (HD) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 103 (SD) 
Channel 111 (HD) 
Channel 112 (+1) 
Channel 977 (AD) (ITV London) 


Sky UK only Channel 103 (SD/HD) 
Channel 176 (HD) (parts of 
England and Scottish Borders) 
Channel 203 (+1) 
Channel 803 (SD) (parts of England 
and Wales) 
Channel 973 (AD & +1) (ITV 


London) 


Astra 2E (28.2°E) 10758 V 22000 5/6 


Astra 2G (28.2°E) 


Eutelsat 10A 


(BFBS) 


NSS 12 


(BFBS) 


SES 6 


(BFBS) 


Virgin Media 


Naxoo 


(Switzerland) 


UPC 
Switzerland (Switze 


rland) 


WightFibre 


Freewire 


10891 H 22000 5/6 
10906 V 22000 5/6 


10994 H 22000 5/6 
11053 H 23000 3/4 (HD) 


11068 V 23000 3/4 (HD) 


8003 


8103 


8103 


Cable 
Channel 103 
Channel 113 (HD) 
Channel 114 (+1) 


Channel 853 (AD) (ITV London) 


Channel 217 (ITV London) 


Channel 205 (HD) (ITV London) 


Channel 3 


IPTV 


Channel 103 


SwisscomTV Channel arbitrary 


(Switzerland) 

Streaming media 
ITV Hub Watch live 

(ITV London, ITV regions only) 

TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Virgin TV Watch live 
Anywhere (ITV London, UK only) 
Sky Go Watch live 


(UK and Ireland only) 


ITV is a British free-to-air television channel. Previously a network of separate uniquely 
identifiable regional television channels, ITV currently operates 
in England, Wales, Scotland, the Isle of Man, and the Channel Islands. 


From 2001 until 2013, the primary ITV channel was called ITV1. In 2004, Granada 
Television acquired Carlton Communications to form ITV plc. 


ITV is the biggest and most popular commercial television channel in the United 
Kingdom. ITV, and its predecessor channels have contended with BBC One for the 
status of the UK's most watched television channel since the 1950s. However, in line 
with other terrestrial channels, ITV's audience share has fallen as a result of availability 
of multi-channel television in the UK. 


History[edit] 
Main article: History of ITV 


Following the creation of the Television Act 1954, the establishment of a commercial 
television service in the UK began. 


The Independent Television service, abbreviated ITV, was made up of distinct 
regions, with each region run by different franchisee companies. The three largest 
regions, London, the Midlands, and the North of England, were sub-divided into 
weekday and weekend services, with a different company running each. ITV existed in a 
region-heavy form from its inception through to the 2000s, although the switch to a 
single unified service was gradual. 


ITV1 became the generic on-screen brand name used by the twelve franchises of the 
ITV Network in the United Kingdom. The ITV1 brand was introduced in 2001 by Carlton- 
and Granada-owned franchises, initially used alongside the local regional name, such as 


"ITV1 Anglia" and "ITV1 Meridian". However, it became the sole on-air identity in 2002 
when the two companies decided to create a single unified playout of the channel, with 
regional references only used prior to regional programming, such as local news and 
weather. Carlton and Granada went on to merge in 2004, creating ITV plc, which now 
owns thirteen of the fifteen regional ITV licences. 


The ITV1 name was only used in England, Wales, Southern Scotland, and Isle of Man, 
until Channel Television adopted the name in January 2006, bringing it to the Channel 
Islands. As national continuity is often used on Channel Television, ITV1 national 
branding had been seen on the station for several years previously. 


The licencees that used the ITV brand were: Anglia Television, Border Television, Carlton 
Television, Central Independent Television, Channel Television, Granada 

Television, HTV, London Weekend Television, Meridian Television, Tyne Tees 

Television, Westcountry Television, and Yorkshire Television. 


ITV Wales & West was the only exception, using the name /7V1 Wales at all times for 
the Welsh part of its broadcast area, as it has a higher regional commitment. Latterly, 
the /TV1 Wales name was only used on break-bumpers and regionally advertised 
programmes until 2013. Non ITV plc-owned licencees on the ITV network generally did 
not refer to the ITV name. 


The network production arms of the ITV-plc owned licencees have been gradually 
combined since 1993, to eventually form ITV Studios. 


Corporate unification[edit] 
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Flow diagram showing consolidation of ITV franchises into ITV 


ITV was formed by the unification of eleven of the ITV licences. The United 

Kingdom Broadcasting Act 1990 changed many of the rules regulating the ITV network, 
which most notably relaxed separate franchise ownership, and hours of production. 
However, as far back as 1974, Yorkshire Television and its North East neighbour, Tyne 


Tees Television, formally created Trident Television, a merged entity of the two 
companies. By 1981, due to regulation, the company was forced to de-merge; however, 
they resumed their alliance in 1993 as Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television, which therefore 
owned the two franchises, and integrated the two company's assets more than its 
predecessor. 


The intense race to own a larger share of the ITV network began in 1994, when Carlton 
Communications, the owner of London weekday broadcaster Carlton Television, took 
control of Central Independent Television in the Midlands. Literally days 

afterwards, Granada plc, owner of Granada Television of the North West, 

purchased London Weekend Television (LWT). Meridian's owner, Mills and Allen 
International, then went on to purchase Anglia Television in the same year, before 
merging to become United News and Media (UNM) in 1995. UNM then went on to 
purchase Wales and West broadcaster, HTV in 1996, while Carlton purchased 
Westcountry Television later that year. Granada then agreed a deal to take 

over Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television in 1997, giving the broadcaster access to 

both Yorkshire and North East franchises. 


There was no further movement in the take-over of franchises until 2000, when Border 
Television and all of its radio assets were sold to Capital Radio Group, who consequently 
sold the television broadcasting arm to Granada Media Group. Granada then went on to 
purchase all of UNM's television interests (including its ITV franchises), which brought 
Meridian, Anglia, and HTV into its power, but due to regulation, Granada was forced to 
sell HTV to Carlton. By this time, all of the franchises in England and Wales were owned 
by either Carlton or Granada. 


In 2004, Granada plc officially merged with Carlton Communications, creating ITV plc, 
although it was in effect, a takeover by Granada. In 2011, ITV plc acquired Channel 
Television from its private owners Yattendon Group plc. On 19 October 2015, ITV 
announced they were to buy UTV for £100 million subject to regulatory approval. The 
deal also included UTV Ireland, UTV's Irish channel. Unlike other ITV franchises owned 
by ITV plc that use the ITV name, the UTV name will be retained. 


Regional variations[edit] 


ITV consists of twelve franchises in England and Wales which broadcast regional news 
and other local programming to its area. Many franchise areas in England previously 
had sub-regions providing separate regional news bulletins. For example, the Anglia 
region was divided into West and East. This arrangement came to an end in February 
2009, when ITV implemented plans to save the company £40m a year on the amount it 
spent making local news. 


Since 27 October 2002, on all ITV plc-owned franchises, regional programming has been 
preceded or plugged by an oral regional announcement, in the format ITV1 regional 
brand; e.g. ITV1 Granada. In English regions, up until 13 November 2006, regional 
names were also superimposed (post-production) on these idents below the ITV1 logo, 
but this practice has since ceased. ITV Wales remains unaffected, and still continues to 
use dual-branding across all of its on-screen presentation. Despite the lack of regional 
names on screen, the regional name is usually spoken by the continuity announcer prior 
to local programmes. After ITV's unification in 2002, the two London franchises, Carlton 
Television and London Weekend Television were merged into a single entity, ITV_ 
London, while the Wales and West franchise lost its official identity, and instead was 
substituted with ITV Wales and ITV West on-air, with no reference linking the two 
together (the licence was formally split in two by Ofcom from 1 January 2015). 


Channel Television adopted the ITV1 brand on-air prior to the 2011 ITV plc takeover of 
the channel. 


Areas with full ITV branding and continuity: 


Post- 
Broadcast Pre-ITV1 Post-2015 ITV1 
area branding franchise brandin 


g 

English- 
Scottish ITV Border 
border Border 

Television 
Isle of Man 

ITV Granada 

North West | Granada 
England Television 


North East | Tyne Tees ITV Tyne Tees 
England Television 


Post-2015 franchise map 
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East of Anglia P 
England Television Tergila 
ITV 


London Carlton maT 


London (weekday 


(weekdays) | Television = 


ITV 
LWT London (weeken 
ds) 


London 
(weekends) 


South and Meridian 
South East | Broadcastin | ITV Meridian 


England g 
Channel Channel ITV Channel 
Islands* Television Television 


South West | Westcountr 
England y Television 


ITV West Country 


Werol HTV West 
England 
ITV 
Wales HTV Wales ITV Cymru Wales | Cymru 
Wales 


* ITV+1 is not available in the main channels (e.g. channel 203 on Sky, channel 33 on Freeview, 
channel 112 on Freesat), and may be in the regional variation channels instead (e.g. channel 973 on 
Sky). 

In the English regions, the channel has been known from 2006 until 2013 as ITV1, and 
since 14 January 2013 as ITV at all times. Regional references no longer appear before 
any programming at all in these areas. 


e The /TV Wales name is not used overnight; 

e The STV branding is used throughout the day from 9:25 am to 6 am daily; 

e The UTV branding is used 24 hours a day, apart from Saturday and Sunday morning 
between 6 am to 9:25 am. 


Areas without full ITV branding and continuity: 


Broadcast Present Former 
area branding branding 


Northern Ulster 


Ireland ate Television*** 
Northern STV (North Grampian 
Scotland Television 
Central Scottish 
Scotland alent Television 


Proposed regional changes[edit] 


In June 2007, ITV plc executive chairman Michael Grade hinted at a possible re-structure 
of the ITV regional layout, stating the existence of smaller regional services "no longer 
makes sense" relative to the regional audience they serve.“ The plan was confirmed in 
September 2007, reducing the number of regional news programmes from 17 to just 9, 
saving around £35 to £40 million each year, and affecting every ITV plc regional 
company with the exception of ITV London, ITV Wales, and ITV Granada. These changes 
were implemented in early 2009. All sub-regional news programmes ceased; ITV_ 
Border's Lookaround programme was merged with ITV Tyne Tees' North East 

Tonight programme, ITV Westcountry's Westcountry Live merged with ITV West's The 
West Tonight programme, and ITV Meridian's Meridian Tonight south and south east 
editions merged with ITV Thames Valley's Thames Valley Tonight. 


On 16 September 2013, ITV reverted to a more localised system, as was the case prior 
to a shake-up in 2009, with 14 news regions (rather than eight).2 This meant people in 
the Borders, for example, saw a return to a Border-only news service, with all stories 
covered solely on Southern Scotland and Cumbria, similar to the pre-Tyne Tees merger 
in February 2009." Meanwhile, in the Westcountry, viewers in Devon and Cornwall also 
saw a return to a more localised service. 


Notable programming[edit] 
Main article: List of television programmes broadcast by ITV 
Daytime programming[edit] 


e The Chase 

e Dickinson's Real Deal 
e Good Morning Britain 
e Lorraine 

e ITV Lunchtime News 
e ITV Regional News 

e fudge Rinder 

e Loose Women 

e Tenable 

e This Morning 

e Tipping Point 


Primetime programming[edit] 


e The Agenda with Tom Bradby 

e Benidorm 

e Big Star's Little Star 

e Birds of a Feather 

e Cold Feet 

e Coronation Street 

e Doc Martin 

e Emmerdale 

e Exposure 

e Gino's Italian Escape 

e I'ma Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here! 
e ITV Evening News 

e IIV News at Ten 

e Lewis 

e Little Big Shots 

e Love Your Garden 

e On Assignment 

e Paul O'Grady: For the Love of Dogs 
e Piers Morgan's Life Stories 


e Sport 
e = Tonight 


e This Time Next Year 
e Who Wants To Be A Millionaire? 


Weekend programming[edit] 


e Ant & Dec's Saturday Night Takeaway 
e Britain's Got Talent 

e Catchphrase 

e The Chase: Celebrity Special 

e Dancing on Ice 

e Harry Hill's Alien Fun Capsule 

e News 

e The Jonathan Ross Show 

e Ninja Warrior UK 

e Piers Morgan's Life Stories 

e The Sara Cox Show 

e Saturday Morning with James Martin 
e Sport 

e Take Me Out 

e Through the Keyhole 

e Tipping Point: Lucky Stars 

e The Voice UK 

e World of Sport Wrestling 

e The X Factor 

e You've Been Framed! 


Night-time programming[edit] 


e ITV Nightscreen 
e Motorsport 

e The Store 

e ideal World 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 


ITV HD[edit] 
Main article: ITV HD 


A high-definition simulcast of ITV, ITV HD, debuted on 2 December 2009, with the 
technical launch of the Freeview HD service. The channel has its roots in ITV HD, which 
began as a trial service in 2006 on a low-power digital terrestrial (DVB-T) channel from 
London's Crystal Palace transmitting station, and on Telewest TV Drive cable service. 
The channel was revived on 7 June 2008, in time for the UEFA Euro 2008 football 
tournament, this time exclusively available on the Freesat digital satellite service.“ 

51 With its debut on Freeview HD, the channel was re-branded as ITV1 HD in December 
2009.5 


ITV +l1[edit] 


to reflect recent events or newly available information. (January 


Q This section needs to be updated. Please update this article 
2011) 


On 1 September 2009, it was announced that ITV would get a one-hour timeshift on 
digital satellite and Virgin Media, on 1 October 2009, subject to the Competition 
Commission's ruling on the contract rights renewal system. However, on 18 
September 2009, it was announced that ITV1 +1 had been postponed until further 
notice.™ Prior to this announcement, electronic programme guide (EPG) data for the 
service had appeared on satellite. 


The Competition Commission delayed the final decision in its review of ITV's Contract 
Rights Renewal undertakings to the end of February 2010, because it had to consider 
the "significant" submissions it has received.24 


On 19 January 2010, the Competition Commission delivered its provisional findings, 
ruling that audiences for both ITV1 +1 and ITV1 HD will be accredited to ITV1's 
commercial impacts.22 The Competition Commission recognised that the broadcaster 
had been deterred from launching new ways of delivering ITV1, because of the way 
media buying is currently conducted under the established contracts rights renewal 
(CRR) mechanism. However, the regulator rejected ITV's proposed removal of large 
elements of the "outdated" CRR Undertakings while maintaining an obligation on ITV to 
offer ITV1 airtime on "fair and reasonable" terms. The Competition Commission 
announced that such a change would leave the process too open to interpretation, and 
that they were "not likely to be either practicable or effective in addressing the adverse 
effects of the merger". 


On 12 May 2010, the Competition Commission stood by its provisional decision to retain 
the contracts rights renewal system, but it added that the mechanism should be 
dropped at some point, and that the entire UK TV ad sales market needs a review. 22241 
451 "|TV1 remains a 'must have' for certain advertisers and certain types of campaign", 


said the chairman of the CRR review group at the Competition Commission, Diana Guy. 
"Despite all the changes in this market, no other channel or medium can come close to 
matching the size of audience that ITV regularly provides. So the essential reason for 
the CRR undertakings remains: to protect advertisers and other commercial 
broadcasters". The ITV chief executive, Adam Crozier, said that the ruling was "out of 
touch and damaging for the interests of creative Britain". He added that it was 
"unlikely" that ITV would look to seek a judicial review, but that ITV would redouble its 
lobbying campaign for a liberalisation of regulation and "urgent modernisation" of 
competition law. But the commission said there was "virtual unanimity" among 
advertisers, media agencies, commercial broadcasters, and trade bodies, that CRR 
should be kept "in some form". The commission confirmed that the CRR remedy should 
be broadened to include ITV+1 and ITV's high definition channels. 


On 27 July 2010, the House Of Lords confirmed plans to launch an inquiry into the 
television advertising market, which "paid particular attention" to the CRR mechanism. 
ua The Lords committee investigated the declining revenues that commercial 
broadcasters gain from the sale of advertising across their networks. The members also 
considered possible changes to current ad market regulation, including the CRR system, 
product placement rules, and the scheduling and sale of advertising. The committee 
wanted to hear evidence on the current levels of regulation, and what impact a 
relaxation of the rules could have had on the commercial broadcasting sector. 
Interested parties submitted written evidence to the inquiry on 24 September 2010, 
with oral evidence been heard in October. A written report was expected to follow in 
late 2010 or early 2011. !2ceasuoaatel 


On 3 August 2010, ITV plc announced the launch of ITV1 +1 would take place in Q1 
2011,4"4 with Broadcasters' Audience Research Board (BARB)] later reporting that the 
channel would be launched on 11 January 2011.42 In December 2010, full testing of all 
six regions began on satellite. 


ITV1 +1 was launched on 11 January 2011 on Freesat channel 112, Freeview channel 
33, Sky channel 203, and Virgin Media channel 114.22 ITV1 broadcasts 22 different 
editions of digital satellite, but the timeshift service originally only transmitted six 
macro regional variants:22 


e London 

e South East Macro (encompassing Meridian Broadcasting and Anglia Television) 

e West Macro (encompassing Wales & West and Westcountry Television) 

e Central 

e Yorkshire/Tyne Tees Macro (encompassing Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees 
Television) 

e Granada/Border Macro (encompassing Granada Television and Border Television) 


On 1 March 2012, four additional variations were launched for the Anglia Television, 
Tyne Tees Television, West and Westcountry Television regions, with the South East 
Macro becoming Meridian Broadcasting, West Macro becoming Wales, and 
Yorkshire/Tyne Tees Macro becoming Yorkshire Television. 


The channel was rebranded as ITV +1 on 14 January 2013, as part of the rebranding of 
ITV's television channels and ITV's online services. 


Availability outside the UK[edit] 


ITV channels are available on cable and IPTV in Switzerland and Liechtenstein. In the 
Republic of Ireland, ITV (as UTV) was widely available, however, UTV Ireland was 
launched in 2015 and replaced UTV in the Republic of Ireland. 


Since 27 March 2013, ITV London has been offered by British Forces Broadcasting 
Service (BFBS) to members of HM Forces and their families around the world, replacing 
the BFBS3 TV channel, which already carried a selection of ITV programmes.24 


Branding[edit] 
Main article: History of ITV television idents 


ITV Reem 


Aa Gg Qq 
Aa Gg Qq 


Dancing on Ice 


abcdefghijklm 


nopqrstuvwxyz 
1234567890 


ITV Reem (typeface used since 2013) 


Independent Television (1955-1989)[edit] 


From the founding of the ITV network in 1955, it was known nationally as Independent 
Television (later ITV) and locally by the regional branding of the local ITV franchise 
operator. 


ITV (1989-2001)[edit] 


In 1989, the ITV Association set out a generic presentation package with a new ITV logo, 
which included idents, promotions, and general on- and off-air design, and an edit of 
this package was designed for each franchise holder. The dual branded idents included 
a large ITV logo, in which the V contained part of the franchise's logo, and written below 
the logo in a grey capitalised font was the name of the regional broadcaster. However, 
only half of the regional broadcasters opted to use the package, which had completely 
failed by 1997. 


"TV from the Heart" (1999-2001)[edit] 


In 1999, another second common presentation package (once again using dual- 
branding with the ITV name) was launched, under the theme, "TV from the Heart". Like 
the 1989 attempt, a version was created for every franchise holder, but it was only 


taken by nine of the fifteen ITV broadcasters, two of which resorted to other designs, 
being London Weekend Television, which actually used the look for a year but then 
adopted a more original look (claiming it "wasn't exciting enough"), and HTV which 
adopted Carlton's identity“%*4 when it was purchased by the company in 2001. Carlton, 
owner of three ITV licences at the time, did not adopt the generic look, and instead used 
another package designed by Lambie-Nairn, which again followed the "TV from the 
Heart" theme, but with more emphasis on the Carlton corporate identity. 


ITV1 (2001-2013) [edit] 


By 2001, all eleven franchises of England and Wales were owned by either Granada plc 
or Carlton Communications, and a new common name, ITV1, was launched on 11 
August 2001 because of the secondary channel ITV2 on the air. The existing "Hearts" 
idents were simply re-edited. 


However, from 28 October 2002, in England, the Scottish/English Border, and Isle of 
Man (where all the franchises are owned by ITV plc), the station dropped regional 
branding and identification before most programming and adopted a unified national 
branding of ITV1. In Wales, although the HTV name has been dropped, some regional 
identification remains in the form of ITV1 Wales. At this time all regional continuity 
announcers were replaced with a single team of six national continuity announcers. 
Since the re-brand of 2006, that team has been reduced to just four. 


In January 2006, the channel adopted a new on-air look, designed mainly to improve 
cross-channel promotion across ITV's multichannel presence. The new logo brought 
ITV1, ITV2 and ITV3 in line with ITV4's, and had been observed on various billboard ads 
in the UK when the new identity was first used on-screen on 16 January 2006. The 
overhaul also put an end to the former ITV Day brand, which was axed in favour of a 
full-time ITV1 identity. 


On 13 November 2006, a new set of idents replaced the previous set which debuted in 
January, the theme being “alive with colour". The initial set consisted of "Beach", "Bike", 
"Lake", and "Market"; "Basketball" and "Pavement Art" were added later in the year. 
They were created by Blink Productions for ITV, unlike the old idents which were 
masterminded by Red Bee Media. The logo remained the same in essence; only the "itv" 
lettering was inverted from its previous white state to black, to allow it to stand out 
against the yellow more.!22! 


On 3 September 2007, four more idents were added to the set, featuring "Bubbles", 
"Fountains", "Garden", and "Buildings", and as of 19 September 2009, all now have "the 
brighter side" on their breakbumpers. On 9 April 2010, four more idents where added to 
the set, "Lanterns", "Sunflowers", "Snakes and Ladders", and "Dodgems'", featuring an 
updated ITV1 logo as seen on ITV1 HD. 


In September 2009, ITV plc announced that ITV1 +1, a one-hour time-shift version of 
ITV1, would launch in October 2009 from 10:25 am to 7 am daily. The hours covered 
by GMTV from 7 am to 10:25 am will not originally have been included in the relay. 
231 The channel launched on 11 January 2011. 


ITV Dayledit] 


In 2005, ITV plc introduced a new channel branding called ITV Day, used to identify ITV1 
between 9:25 am and 6 pm. ITV Day was treated as a separate entity to ITV1, and 
featured its own presentation set focusing using the colours of red, orange, and yellow, 
and featured scenes of typical "daytime" activities. Promotions were used in a similar 
format to ITV1, and all daytime programmes advertised within ITV1 hours were branded 


with the ITV Day logo. A similar "UTV Day" branding was adopted in Northern Ireland. 
The branding was scrapped in January 2006 when the ITV corporate rebrand took place. 


2013 rebranding[edit] 


On 14 January 2013, ITV unveiled a major overhaul of its branding, including a new 
corporate logo inspired by handwriting, and the renaming of the flagship channel back 
from ITV1 to just ITV. Its colour schemes vary on-air to complement its surroundings; a 
practice referred to internally as "colour picking". Following the buyout in 2016, UTV 
also rebranded to these idents, using a tweaked version with the new UTV logo. 221251 


2019 rebranding[edit] 


On 1 January 2019, ITV launched a refresh of its current on-air presentation, with a more 
"crafted" appearance, and use of layered "cut-outs" of the logo. Idents were also 
changed as part of a project known as ITV Creates, under which a new set of idents will 
be used weekly, built around interpretations of the ITV logo created by a British visual 
artist. The first artist featured as part of the series was Ravi Deepres. UTV continued 
with its 2013-era idents, but used the new on-air presentation, with a tweaked version 
to accommodate the UTV logo. 28271 


On-air identity[edit] 


ITV logo, used from 
1998-10-05 to 2001-08-10 


First ITV1 logo, a minor adjustment to the previous logo, used from 
2001-08-11 to 2002-10-27 


ITV1 logo, broken into blocks, used from 


2004-11-01 to 2006-01-15 


ITV1 logo used from 
2006-01-16 to 2013-01-13 


ITV logo used from 
2013-01-14 


ITV logo used from 


2019-01-01 
Notes[edit] | _ 
1. ^ The opening films was retained, but the endings was in the "Hearts" style. Check TV 
Ark. 
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The ITV television network began as a group of regional stations, each with their own 
identities. Each station used its own idents to create an individual identity until the late 
1990s when ITV began to introduce a consolidated presentation package as part of a 
dedicated effort to unify its identity. This article looks at the history of presentation of 


ITV. 


Corporate images[edit] 
1981 [edit] 


When ITV was incepted in 1955, most of the franchises had their own individual logos 
and identities and were created by the franchise holders for their own use and 
identification within the network. From 1981, a generic, 'blocky-looking' logo was used 
infrequently throughout the 1980s, often in a rainbow colouration for promos produced 
by the "Big 5" franchises (Thames Television, London Weekend Television, Granada 
Television, Yorkshire Television and ATV/Central Television), as well as holding slides 
used by some of the regions and Channel 4 (for cross-promotion purposes), but it was 
never widely used as the centrepiece of an identity. 


1989[edit] 


The first widely used logo, from 1989 to 1998 


A new generic ITV logo was introduced on 1 September 1989 and accompanied a first- 
time, national on-air identity designed by English Markell Pockett with music by Lord 
David Dundas. The logo was the centre of a whole branding package; there was a 
national logo and regional logos for all of the ITV franchises. Each franchise had a 
distinctive portion of their logo included into the V of the ITV logo. The ident was 
generally formed by beginning with the franchisee's logo, then going into a sliding 
sequence featuring an arctic tern, a couple in period dress, Big Ben, an athlete, and a 
pair of dancers before the regional ITV logo is reformed. Along with this, each franchise 
received a regional clock, trailer style, network font and break bumpers. 


However, this new look did not go as the designers intended: 


e Anglia Television, Channel Television, TVS, TSW and Ulster Television refused to use 
the new ITV identity presentation package. The logo however appeared on network 
trailers, end boards (the company who made the programme or feature) and at the 
start of some networked programmes (such as Morning Worship). 

e Granada Television used an altered version to suit their normal branding package. 

e Yorkshire Television's moving ident was altered in early 1991 so that their 'chevron' 
logo appeared full in place of the triangle shape and zoomed into the centre of the 
screen at the end of the ident, a different font was also used. 


The look was dropped at various times depending on region: 


e Scottish Television used the ident sparingly in conjunction with its own, but then 
dropped it by early part of 1990. 

e Granada Television had dropped their altered ident look in 1991, being replaced 
with their own package. 

e Thames Television ended the 1989 package entirely, a few weeks after losing their 
franchise in 1991. This included trailers, holding slides, and created their own ident 
and presentation package. 


e Tyne Tees Television returned to their own new-look package around 1991, but 
reused the music in subsequent idents. 

e LWT ended the package after 30 August 1992. LWT used a remixed version of the 
1989 theme in the new ident which retained a smaller version of the ITV logo, and 
revived the 1986-89 Solaris ident for use in regional programmes. 

e HTV launched with their own presentation package on New Year's Day 1993. 

e Central Television used the original version, but quickly decided to revise the ident 
with many variation linked to their branding. In September 1990 Central introduce a 
new presentation package, however this still featured ITV logo in some form on 
certain idents, but these were gradually phased out by 1993. 

e Border Television ended in early September 1993 but reused the music in their own 
subsequent idents. 

e Yorkshire Television ended the package in early October 1994 and used their own 
versions. 

e Grampian Television continued to use the 1989 generic ident right up until ITV's new 
corporate logo was introduced in October 1998. They had also been taken over 
by SMG at this point. 


October 1998 - 2002[edit] 


ITV logo used from 5 October 1998 to August 2001 


The first ITV1 logo, a minor adjustment to the previous logo, used from 11 August 2001 to 27 
October 2002 


On 5 October 1998, the ITV logo was changed to a lower cased blue and yellow affair. 
This was in line with the fact that, with the upper cased ITV logo used previously, the 
viewer perception of ITV was a high brow stuffy channel!etatonneeaed, not aimed at younger 
audiences. ITV changed the logo to reverse the younger audience's perceptions. 


On 8 November 1999, the next generic look was born, designed by English and Pockett 
with music by Lord David Dundas, both of whom were involved with the last look. The 
main theme of the look was the ITV slogan of 'TV from the heart’. There were three 
variations of the ident. 


e An opening film that incorporated a heart shape at the end, before transferring to a 
spinning hearts background with the region name, with ITV logo below it with their 
logo in a small box above the name. 

e The name, logo and ITV logo form from lines coming across from the sides of the 
screen over the spinning hearts background. 

e The name, logo and ITV logo fully formed on a spinning hearts background. 


The lines and static idents could also feature a spinning hearts background that was 
tinted brown that was used during Daytime schedules. The look was accompanied by a 


clock superimposed on a spinning hearts background, as well as promotions provided 
by ITV's Network Promotions Unit. A heart break bumper was also provided. Upon 
launch and over time, some changes were made to the look: 


On 11 August 2001, ITV changed its name to ITV1, and the logo was changed 
accordingly. 

Border Television did not use their logo with the look. 

HTV and LWT used their logo in place of their name on the end slides. 

In November 2001, an animated "itv.com" website logo was added to the bottom of 
the idents. 

By November 2001, most regions had discarded the live action startups. 

To allow cross channel promotions, the logos of ITV2 and the ITV Sport 

Channel could also be added to the idents. 


As with the last look, not all of the companies adopted it: 


The companies owned by Granada Ltd and UNM, these being Granada 

Television, Tyne Tees Television, Yorkshire Television, LWT, Border 

Television, Meridian Broadcasting and Anglia Television all adopted the full look. 
Channel Television used the look thoroughly, creating a full rebrand out of the 
elements of the new look. Major changes included a new logo (featuring comets 
forming a heart around a spinning globe) and a new slogan ("The Heart of the 
Islands"). They used the Idents but with a completely different soundtrack and were 
the only region to use the clock ident. 

The Carlton Television owned regions of Carlton London, Westcountry 

Television and Central Independent Television all adopted the look besides the 
idents. Instead, on 6 September 1999 they launched their own take on the hearts 
instead of using the generic idents. The idents designed by Lambie-Nairn. This look 
saw the end to the Westcountry Television and Central Independent Television 
brands. The Idents featured an animation involving dynamic hearts that would end 
with a star flashing on the top-right corner of the heart to reveal the Carlton 
Television logo with a star next to it, the ITV logo underneath it, and the Carlton 
website at the bottom, on a rotating star background. 

HTV was originally owned by UNM and so adopted the Hearts look. However, when 
UNM was sold to Granada Television, to comply with competition laws, HTV had to 
be sold to Carlton Television. From July 2001 onwards, the idents were slightly 
changed to a strange mix of Heart and Star. The new Idents would start out with one 
of the Carlton animations without the Star before flashing white. Following this, the 
heart shaped flash zooms out to become the V of the HTV logo imposed on the blue 
spinning hearts background. 

UTV, Grampian Television and Scottish Television refused to take the look. Grampian 
Television and Scottish Television later took a unified look featuring a blue square. 


Once again like the last look, it was dropped at different times: 


LWT dropped the look on 24 March 2000, replacing it with their own video 

wall idents. 

The Granada Television, Tyne Tees Television, Yorkshire Television, LWT, Border 
Television, Meridian Broadcasting, Anglia Television, Carlton London, Westcountry 
Television and Central Independent Television regions all dropped the look on 28 
October 2002 to be replaced by the celebrity idents. 


e Channel Television dropped the heart idents on 28 October 2002, but retained the 
clock for a few more months, and retained the hearts logo and slogan until they 
were replaced alongside the January 2006 rebrand. 


October 2002 - 2004 [edit] 


Updated logo used from 28 October 2002 until 31 October 2004 


On Monday 28 October 2002, a new idents package was rolled out across the regions 
using the central theme of a celebrity posing 'backstage’. There would be a clip of the 
celebrity chilling-out when they were supposedly off screen. The 'ITV1' logo had been 
softened with smoother edges by this point and it would animate on in the bottom right 
hand corner, being formed from 3 aligned blue blocks and one yellow block. This 
package also coincided with the centralisation of continuity from the English, Isle of Man 
and Scottish Border regions to London. As a result of this, announcers were always from 
a national team of six live from the Carlton/LWT continuity booth, even with regional 
idents. Wales retained its own announcers for the time being. 


The regional versions of the idents were now only used in Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland throughout the day. The other regions had their own idents specifically for use 
before local programmes. These varied subtly by region: 


e Grampian Television and Scottish Television used the national idents replaced with 
their own two toned blue oblong logo instead of the ITV1 logo. They adopted the 
look in 2003. 

e UTV also used the main idents, but replacing the ITV1 logo with their own purple and 
yellow logo. 

e The former HTV Wales region was renamed ITV1 Wales. They used the idents 
featuring a yellow oblong containing the word "WALES" under the ITV1 logo. 

e Channel Television used their ident before local programmes only. Their ident 
featured local celebrities, while the left half of the screen displays the Channel heart 
logo on a navy blue background. 

e The Anglia, Border, Granada, Meridian, Tyne Tees and Yorkshire Television regions 
all featured a celebrity while on the left hand side of the screen against a light blue 
background, the franchise name is featured in yellow against a navy blue box that 
surrounds and includes the ITV1 logo 

e The Westcountry and Central regions featured that same as above except the 
Carlton logo below the ITV1 logo outside of a blue box. 

e The former HTV West region featured the line "West of England" below the ITV1 
logo. 

e The former Carlton London and LWT regions had no regional idents. Both regions 
now had no on screen identity - not even the name was retained. Before regional 
programming, a national ident was used with an announcer saying "You're watching 
ITV1 for London" 


The set of idents were updated with new sets and celebrities on 1 September 2003, with 
the sets more pronounced blues and yellows and removing the backstage feel. Along 
with this, news ident graphics and the backgrounds to the regional idents were changed 
to overlapped blue squares. 


A number of regions changed their identities throughout the period: 


e The Anglia Television, Border Television, Granada Television, Meridian 
Broadcasting, Tyne Tees and Yorkshire Television regions all kept the national and 
regional idents, including the updated idents in 2003. 

e The Central Independent Television, HTV West and Westcountry Television regions 
used the national idents, but dropped the regional idents three months after the 
updated look in 2003, replacing them with their own ones. They featured regional 
landscapes with three large blue cubes and a large yellow cube spread on the 
landscape. They featured the ITV1 logo in the bottom-right corner with a caption 
below stating "ITV1 for Central England", "ITV1 for the West of England" and "ITV1 
for the Westcountry" respectively. 

e The former HTV Wales region used their package, but adapted it three months after 
the rebrand in 2004, so that programming only shown to Wales used the landscape 
idents used by the Central, HTV West and Westcountry regions. Prior to national 
programming, the celebrities were used. 

e The Grampian, Scottish Television and Channel Television regions kept the 2002 
idents and did not adopt the refreshed idents in 2003. 


The look was dropped at different times: 


e The soon to be ITV plc, namely Anglia, Border, Carlton London, Central, HTV 
Wales, HTV West, Granada, LWT, Meridian, Tyne 
Tees and Westcountry and Yorkshire Television regions all dropped the look in 2004 
e UTV dropped the look following the refresh in 2003, adopting their own regional 
pictures idents 
e The Grampian and Scottish Television regions kept the 2002 Celebrity idents until 
2006. 
e Channel Television kept the look until 2004 


November 2004 - January 2006[edit] 


This section needs 


< 


expansion. You can help 
by adding to it. (January 2010) 


The ITV1 logo was broken into blocks and was used from November 2004 to 15 January 2006 


The 1 November 2004 heralded a new on-air look coinciding with the launch of ITV3. 
The ITV1 logo was reworked, splitting it into separate squares. On-screen, the boxes 
were arranged as a large yellow square containing the '1' with blue ITV boxes on top. 
This logo would be seen against a generic background of a blue sky with clouds, 
windows of a high rise building, underwater with fish swimming by and dark blue 
ribbons flowing against a blue background. 


The plan for these Idents were to use them as mini-menus showing what is coming up 
soon. The Idents would zoom to the left allowing a short video and description of the 
upcoming programmes to be shown, before the panels of the videos to become part of 
the ITV1 logo in the centre of the screen. They were not designed to be traditional 
idents, however despite the fact that ITV took on a team of associate producers to 
produce these promotions, the promotional idents were used less and less as the 
months go on. 


During this period, ITV spent a lot of this period using themed idents specific to 
particular programmes, such as Celebrity Love Island. 


Once again, not all of the companies took the look: 


Wales, HTV West, LWT, Meridian, Tyne Tees, Westcountry and Yorkshire 
Television all adopted the look. 

e The SMG plc companies, namely Grampian and Scottish refused to take the look, 
remaining with their 2002 national celebrity themed idents until 2006. 

e UTV completely boycotted the new look, instead opting for an in house look of their 
own based on pictures of the region. 

e Channel Television used the break bumpers, however instead used their hearts logo 
against filmed shots of the Channel Islands. 


e The ITV plc companies, namely Anglia, Border, Carlton, Central, Granada, HTV 


Regional idents were available, and featured the ITV1 ident with the region name 
written under the logo, to a background of different shades of dark blue. However, the 
ident was becoming less frequently seen, usually only before some local news bulletins 
and the decreasing number of regional programming. ITV1 Wales was the exception to 
the rule, with a Wales name added to the bottom of all idents in their package. 


The ITV plc regions, the only regions to adopt the look, dropped it in 2006 in favour of a 
complete overhaul. 


January - November 2006[edit] 


On 16 January 2006 a brand new logo and presentation package was unleashed. It 
brought ITV1, ITV2 and ITV3 in line with ITV4. It was part of a major rebrand of the ITV 
network, known as Brand 2010, which also included the News and Sport divisions as 
well as off screen content. It was designed by Red Bee Media following a perception 
analysis carried out by the audience. The results stated that although all the ITV 
channels had a good combining brand, with the ITV logo, they all looked the same, 
couldn't be told apart, that their programming values were blurred and that the ITV logo 
itself was getting boring. 


The solution was to make a new logo in a rounded off box, involving the lower case itv. 
These, it was claimed, made the service look friendly, retaining what had been 
attempted in 1998, and yet fresh and crisp. From there they added an extra oblong on 
the other side of the channel name. All channel shared this look with the colour being 
the only main difference with the exception of the name. This provided the 
distinctiveness, yet unity they sought. 


The ITV1 idents were created on the basis that ITV1 provokes "an emotion response in 
all of us" and therefore the so-called 'Emotion’ idents were created. Many were shot in 
South Africa and featured a montage of unrelated scenes, which include such things as 
a man rubbing his bare chest, girls rolling down a hill and two people hugging trees. 
These represented moods such as joy, pride, sadness, love etc. In them the 'ITV1' logo 
would open out and enclose the footage it was superimposed on to. The exception to 
the rule was one of the ITV1 logo on a black background, used to introduce the news. 


The look was controversial both with critics, online and in print, viewers and ITV bosses 
who saw the look too vague. This look had one regional ident, Pride which was used 
before regional programming and also for a time at the 19:00 and 22:30 junctions on 
Thursdays, with an announcer name checking the regional station on some occasions. 
These were the last ITV idents to include the region's name onscreen. ITV1 Wales also 


had a full selection of idents for a time before they began using the standard ITV1 
idents with the Wales added on the live television feed during transmission. 


Only two of the four ITV parent companies adopted any part of the look: 


West, LWT, Meridian, Tyne Tees, Westcountry and Yorkshire Television all adopted 
the full look. They dropped it in November. 

Channel Television adapted the look by using the logo and music, but replacing the 
emotional pictures themselves with images of the islands. They had by now dropped 
the 1999 comets logo, replacing it with the yellow ITV1 logo, with the name ‘Channel 
Television’ underneath the ITV1 logo. 

UTV refused to adopt the look, instead opting for their in-house created landscapes 
look. 

The SMG regions of Scottish Television and Grampian Television, both now branded 
as STV, refused to adopt the look vowing instead for their look involving Scottish 
people and a large elongated 'S', finally retiring the 2002 national Celebrity idents 
after four years. 


The Idents themselves and their contents: 


Joy 


Pride 


Name Description 


Starts with a mum hugging her young son, then we see a woman 
picking up a pair of pink high heels, followed by a man rubbing his 


Love belly and finishing with two people hugging a tree. A version of this 


was created for Prehistoric Park in which the third scene is edited out 
and pterosaurs from the program flew past the tree-huggers. 


Ident starts with a lady placing a home-made card on a shelf, followed 
by a young boy talking a tray of breakfast and a card to his mum, that 
is then followed by a man cleaning his car, we then see a boy with 
who has just had a tooth come out, then finally a man bringing a 
motor scooter out of his garage and placing it alongside his other 
scooters. 


We start with a woman enjoying a walk in a sunny forest, we then see 
a dog with its head out a car window, then a couple enjoying a paddle 
in the sea, followed by a woman laughing as she comes out of a tent, 
and finally we see several children rolling down a grassy hill. A version 
of this for Prehistoric Park showed the first scene including 

a Titanosaurus. 


Surprise A bucket of water is thrown over two people sun-bathing, then two 


children jump out of a cardboard box, followed by a newspaper 


blowing past a pedestrians face, then finally a man comes out of a 
tent in a field and starts chasing several cows. 


A boy bangs two cymbals together, then two people eat giant slices of 
chocolate cake, next we see several children sliding down a water 
slide, the next scene sees a dog's tail wagging, and the last scene 
sees two pigs enjoying the mud. 


Fun 


We first see a man on a beach trying to get changed with a towel 
wrapped round him as two people walk past looking, we then see a 
lady at a party with her dressed tucked in her underwear, then a boy 
is seen with an embarrassing hair cut, then the last scene sees a man 
on a busy train fall asleep on someone's shoulder. 


Embarrassme 
nt 


This ident is different from all the others because it only has one 
scene in the whole ident. A man is seen waiting at a cinema holding a 
single rose in his hands. This is a more sombre ident and was often 
used introduce the news. 


Anticipation 


We first see an emotional woman hugging a man, then a girl is on her 
own in a school corridor while a group of kids nearby laugh and chat, 

Sadness we then see a lady in bed crying, and the last scene sees a man in a 
cinema sat at the end when everyone else is leaving. This is another 
sombre ident and mainly used before drama. 


This ident is typically used for sports programmes, and focuses on 
various emotions felt from different sporting events. We first see a 
boxer looking quite nervous as he has boxing wrap removed from his 

Sport hands, we then see another boxer in the ring being treated and 
having water put on him to cool down, we then see a football match 
and a penalty taking place, and finally football fans jump up and cheer 
when a goal is scored. 


November 2006 - January 2013 [edit] 


itv 1. 


ITV1 logo used from 16 January 2006 to 13 January 2013 


The next presentation of ITV1 was launched on 13 November 2006, just 10 months after 
the last new look. Following the issues with the previous one, the themes were changed 
slightly: the logo remained the same shape and style, but with the letters ITV changed 
to black so as to contrast with the yellow of the logo better. This look had also saw 
another change for regional idents for the ITV plc owned stations; the regional names 
were now used leading into the regional news only. 


The ident films themselves were scrapped and a new set created following the theme of 
"Alive with Colour" with ITV promoting the new idents as the "second phase" of the look 
introduced in January.“ The idents, based on the previous set by Red Bee Media, were 
designed by The Mill and produced by Blink Productions and Pleix include surreal scenes 
featuring yellow colours to the same audio track. 


The look launched with six idents: 'Beach', 'Bike', 'Lake', 'Market', 'Basketball' and 
‘Pavement Art’, with another 4 added on 3 September 2007 which runs in tandem with 
the previous ones. These latest idents included an ITV1 logo that was bigger than the 
ones launched in 2006, but retained the same soundtrack. In April 2010, ITV1 HD was 
launched, featuring an updated glossier logo based on that of ITV1. In response, ITV1 
changed their logo to the glossier version and launched another four idents. These 
latest idents have been noticeably different from their predecessors: the logo was once 
again larger and faded on in parts. They also featured individual soundtracks based on 
those previously and the style of the ident themselves, namely the shooting of them, 
was very different from those before them. They were accompanied on screen by 
updated programme promotions, end credit promotions, stings and break bumpers. 


The 2006-13 ITV Yorkshire logo displayed on The Leeds Studios (December 2009) 


Because of these changes, all of the idents were updated with the new logo, including 
making it bigger in many places. However, the soundtracks remained the same causing 
some to question why the other idents weren't changed with the new looks. Viewer 
opinions suggest that the original music is unpopular, but the ident package itself 
generally popular. This has been the longest lasting ITV generic look to date, lasting far 
longer than the 1999 Hearts, and being kept by far more companies and for longer 
collectively than the 1989 Generic look. The primary criticisms of the look have been 
the scrapping of regional idents. All regions are introduced with a national ident and the 
region is not referenced to in the announcement. The exception to the rule is ITV1 
Wales, with includes the word 'Wales' either underneath the ident or located in the 
bottom left hand corner of the ident. The Wales ident was used before all programming 
except overnight for the first few years of the rebrand before being quietly relegated to 
regional junctions only. 


This package was only seen in some areas of the ITV network however: 


All ITV plc companies of Anglia, Border, Carlton, Central, Granada, HTV Wales, HTV 
West, LWT, Meridian, Tyne Tees, Westcountry and Yorkshire Television adopted the 
look. 

UTV refused to adopt the look, instead opting for their in house produced postcard 

idents of Northern Ireland landscapes. 

The STV Group companies of Scottish Television and Grampian Television refused 


the look, instead continuing their STV S idents until 2009 which was replaced by 
their current arrow picture idents. 
e Channel Television only used it on national programming and continues with the 
January 2006 look with their own landscape pictures before regional programming. 
However the new logo did appear on some network promotions on the station, due 
to their network link from ITV Meridian being ‘unclean’. From 2011, all regional 
programmes were preceded with new idents featuring the new ITV1 logo of 2010 
but soon killed it off. 


The ITV plc regions, the only regions to adopt the look, dropped it in 2013 in favour of a 


complete overhaul. 


The idents include: 


Name Description Air dates 
The ident starts as a simple beach scene when the yellow | November 
windbreak suddenly bursts out to the side and starts to fly | 2006 - 

Beach oe 
up soon to be joined by an orange wind break. The logo January 
appears from behind the windbreak. Edited in April 2010 2013 
A single person rows a small wooden rowing boat with November 
fae schools of yellow and orange fish swimming in the lake 2006 - 
below. The logo appears from behind a tree. Edited in April | January 
2010 2013 
A woman rides a bike at night through a dark street only lit | November 
Bike by street lamps. Fireflies swarm around the street lamps. 2006 - 
The logo comes out from the side of a tree. Edited in April | January 
2010 2013 
An ornate curtain floats up revealing an exotic street 
November 
market. The camera follows one man then follows a 2006 - 
Market second man through the market. Throughout the ident, 
à f January 
small yellow birds fly round. The logo appears from behind 2013 
the second man. Edited in April 2010 
Basketball | An Ivy like plant grows up the back of a basketball hoop. November 


Pavement 
Art 


Bubbles 


Garden 


Buildings 


Fountains 


The camera pans round revealing the full basketball court. 
The green plants start to cover the whole court and yellow 
flowers begin to grow. The logo sprouts open like a flower 
when the yellow flowers open on the back of the 
basketball hoop. Edited in April 2010 


The ident starts with several people painting large yellow 
stripes on what first appears to be a pavement. We soon 
see they are actually painting on a rooftop as the camera 
pans over the edge of the building. The yellow stripes 
continue down the side of the building and onto the 
ground below where they form unusual patterns. The logo 
appears on the ground when the camera moves over the 
edge of the roof. Edited in April 2010 


People in a park are blowing bubbles of all different sizes. 
Soon several very large bubbles come into shot and float 
up. The logo is revealed behind one of the large bubbles 
floating up. Edited in April 2010. 


In a family's back garden, the camera moves into the 
undergrowth revealing a whole new miniature garden 
where yellow flowers and mushrooms grow as a butterfly 
flies round. The logo is revealed as the butterfly flies over. 
Edited in April 2010 


The ident starts with some people enjoying lunch shaded 
by large yellow and white umbrellas. We soon see they are 
surrounded by many tall buildings. As the buildings are 
revealed, the windows start to shimmer, then the windows 
start to open like shutters producing yellow reflections. 
The logo is revealed in a series of shutter type movements 
amongst the windows. Edited in April 2010 


A man walks down a large dark alley full of puddles. Soon 
after the man turns into a smaller alley, 

yellow fountains start to erupt from the puddles lighting up 
the alley. The logo fades in amongst the fountains. Edited 
in April 2010 


2006 - 
January 
2013 


November 
2006 - 
January 
2013 


September 
2007 - 
January 
2013 


September 
2007 - 
January 
2013 


September 
2007 - 
January 
2013 


September 
2007 - 
January 
2013 


Sunflower 
S 


Lanterns 


Snakes 
and 
Ladders 


Dodgems 


Christmas 
2008/2009 


Christmas 
2010 


A dark field soon erupts with colour as hundreds 

of Sunflowers all open up to face the sun and sway in the 
wind. The logo fades in as three parts. First aired Friday 9 
April 2010. 


People at a festival all release Chinese lanterns which 
slowly float up into the night sky. The logo is revealed 
behind one of the lanterns. First aired Friday 9 April 2010. 
The ident was later withdrawn because the National 
Farmers Union criticized ITV of the dangers of Chinese 
lanterns.” However, it was later returned for 13 days in 
January 2013 before the channel was rebranded. 


A team of builders and painters are doing work on a large 
building with the help of scaffolding resembling a Snakes 
and Ladders game board. Some workmen 

keep abseiling down the scaffolding and pallets of building 
materials are lifted up. The logo fades in as three parts 
and becomes part of the scene with the workmen seen in 
front of it. First aired Sunday 11 April 2010. 


At a fairground, dodgem cars suddenly start moving by 
themselves and start to perform a routine. The logo fades 
in as three parts. First aired Saturday 17 April. 


ITV1 launched a new festive on-screen package in 2008, 
the package consisted of one ident, 11 break bumpers, 
and festive versions of promos, end credit promotion and 
holding boards. The ident starts with a gold animated 
sketch style star bursting open followed by a gold tree. 
Various Christmas related items are seen floating round 
the tree in the same gold sketch style. The ident featured 
an edited arrangement of the regular ident music. First 
aired Saturday 13 December 2008, and seen again next 
year from Saturday 19 December. 


A new festive presentation package was introduced on the 


channel in December 2010. The package featured one 
ident, four break bumpers and festive promos, but this 
year's package was lacking festive versions of the end 


credit promotions. The ident starts with lots of small fairies 


April 2010 - 
January 
2013 


April 2010 - 
August 
2010; 1-14 
January 
2013 


April 2010 - 
January 
2013 


April 2010 - 
January 
2013 


carrying a large glass looking '1' and putting it into place 
within the large golden ITV1 logo. Throughout the ident, 
several other small fairies are carrying smaller '1' symbols. 
This is all set in the night sky above a lit up city. First aired 
Saturday 11 December. 


This year ITV1 decided to use their existing idents but with 
the addition of the Text Santa characters appearing on 
screen interacting with the logo. Text Santa is ITV's 

Christmas | Christmas charity initiative and the branding features a 

2011 range of characters known as ‘Santa's Little Helpers’. The 
break bumpers also follow suit with the characters 
appearing and interacting with the logo. First aired 
Saturday 10 December. 


For 2012, the presentation package is themed upon a 
golden, magic Christmas tree, made up of various 
ornaments, including tin soldiers and baubles. Three 
different variations of the ident were produced, one which 
revolves around a train set, another which adds the Rovers 
Return and The Woolpack pubs - references to Coronation 
Street and Emmerdale respectively - within the tree. Both 
these idents end with the golden tree placed in the corner 
of a house, next to a fireplace with a gold coloured 'ITV1' 
logo appearing at the bottom left corner of the screen. The 
third variation of the ident focuses on reindeer merry-go- 
round with the 'ITV1' logo on top of it. This version of the 
ident will be used to introduce news bulletins, the Queen's 
speech and other serious programming over this festive 
period. First aired Saturday 1 December, which is the 
earliest date that ITV have ever began using Christmas 
presentation. 


Christmas 
2012 


January 2013 - January 2019[edit] 


On 15 November 2012, it was announced that ITV1 was to receive a rebrand in January 
2013, in which it would revert to its old name of ITV. A new "curvy" logo was introduced 
with new idents and presentation package. This was first implemented on 14 January 
2013. On the same day, ITV1 +1 and ITV1 HD were rebranded to ITV +1 and ITV HD 
respectively, whilst sister channels ITV2, ITV3, ITV4 and CITV all received new idents 
and presentation based upon the new corporate logo (later two new channels based on 
the 2013 ITV logo, first ITV Encore from June 2014, and then ITVBe from October 2014 
were also joined the sister channels). 


ITV's new idents were created to reflect "everyday life of the Great British public". New 
idents will be brought in on a consistent basis to reflect the four seasons - Spring, 


Summer, Autumn, and Winter. In addition, the new ITV logo changes colour on each 
ident, a process named as "colour picking", in which each segment of the logo adopts 
the colour of whatever passes behind it. 


This package is only seen on the ITV plc owned companies 
of Anglia, Border, Central, Channel Television, Granada, London, Meridian, Tyne 
Tees, Wales (Later ITV Cymru Wales), West Country and Yorkshire. 


UTV fully used the look, when ITV plc bought the channel in February 2016 and 
relaunched it on 17 October 2016 to match ITV's 2013 branding. 


STV Group companies of STV Central and STV North, refused the look, instead 
continuing with their arrow flip book idents introduced in March 2009. 


These are the idents to have been featured so far: 
Winter setf[edit] 


At Christmas 2013, a selection of the Winter set of idents returned for use before non- 
entertainment programming such as news broadcasts. Following the withdrawal of the 
Christmas idents, the complete set returned for its second rotation on 2 January 2014, 
all in edited form: as with the subsequent sets, the idents now have the logo form-up 
much earlier, and it stays on for the remainder of the duration. (Fire Breather, though, is 
an exception which remains unedited until 1 January 2016.) 


Name Description Air dates 
A group of young girls, dressed in full ballet outfits, sit, January 
Ballet Girls chat and relax as they prepare for their lesson. First 2013 - 
shown at 11:30am on 14 January 2013. present 
January 
Boxer A boxer warming up in the ring, dressed in blue vest. 2013 - 
present 


On a busy bus, the camera pans to see a man getting on 

a sitting down towards the back of the bus. Once he is sat | January 
Bus Bunny down, it is revealed that the female passenger sitting 2013 - 

alone on the back seat is wearing flashing bunny ears. present 

First shown at 17:00pm on 14 January 2013. 


Two hands are seen holding a stick and place it inside a January 
Candy Floss | flossing machine to make a ball of candy floss. First 2013 - 
shown at 15:00pm on 14 January 2013. present 


Fire Breather | A man sprays fluid from his mouth that hits a stick of fire | January 


Fireplace 


Fish n' Chips 


Hair Trim 


Hot Air 
Balloon 


Ice Scraper 


Lift 


Line Marker 


Lips 


Lounge 


to give the illusion of breathing fire, he repeats this twice. 
First shown at 20:30pm on 14 January 2013. 


A man places wood onto a burning fireplace to keep it 
warm in the living room. First shown at 19:00pm on 14 
January 2013. 


One couple eat fish n' chips inside a takeaway, whilst 
looking at the window. The camera then pans to show 
four other people eating fish n' chips in the rain outside. 


A man with a star on his head is trimmed off by a barber 
woman by using a hair trim and a red comb in the barber 
shop. First shown at 16:00pm on 14 January 2013. 


The ident reflects an inside of a hot air balloon, which has 
a red, white and blue chequered design. First shown at 
9:25am on 14 January 2013. 


A woman scraping the ice off her car windows. Seasonal 
ident shown on the first rebrand weekend (when snow hit 
the UK). 


Two people travel up a lift as they admire the view of the 
London skyline in front of them. First shown at 11:25am 
on 14 January 2013. 


A line marker is shown painting lines on a football pitch. 
First shown at 19:30pm before an FA Cup match on 16 
January 2013. 


A woman is shown applying some lip gloss. First shown at 
12:30pm on 14 January 2013 before showing Loose 
Women. 


An elderly couple ballroom dance to swing music in their 


2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 


Dancing 


Marching 
Band 


Mums On The 
Run 


Night Cyclists 


Night 
Walkers 


Pugwash 


Rave 


Rescue Boat 


Road 
Sweeper 


living room. First shown at 19:30pm on 14 January 2013. 


A band in formal uniform play their instruments as a 
crowd looks on in the distance. First shown at 20:00pm on 
14 January 2013. 


Several mothers, wearing a various range of exercise 
clothing, are seen jogging up and down a flight of stairs in 
different directions. First shown at 18:00pm on 14 January 
2013. 


A group of cyclists ride through a deserted street in the 
middle of the night on their bikes with their rear lights 
flashing. First shown at 22:00pm on 14 January 2013. 


A group of people are seen walking on a street at night. 


A dog is given a bath by their owner in the sink. This was 
the first of the new idents to break cover, appearing on 
the channel's YouTube account on 13 January 2013, 
before receiving its first airing on television at 10:30am 
the next day. 


A large group of people are shown at a rave. 


A life boat speeds across a deserted sea. This was the first 
ident in the new set to be shown on television at 6:00am 
on 14 January 2013. 


A road sweeper cleans a street early in the morning, the 
road sweeper drives up Gibb Street in Birmingham's 
Custard Factory, past a railway arch with artwork of an 


2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 


Seamstresse 
S 


See-Saw 


Surfboarding 
Lesson 


Swimmers 


Welder 


Tumble Dryer 


New Baby 


Celebration 


orange octopus on the archway, the amber beacon on the 
road sweeper illuminating this. 


A group of women are shown knitting a large sheet of 
material. 


Two boys are seen enjoying a go on the see-saw in the 
playground. First shown at 14:00pm on 14 January 2013. 


A young couple practice surfboarding techniques on the 
shore of the beach as their dog looks on in bemusement. 


A group of people are seen emerging out of the water 
after a morning swim in the sea. First shown at 21:00pm 
on 14 January 2013 before starting the seventh series 
of Lewis. 


A man is shown welding some metal. First shown at 
13:30pm on 14 January 2013. 


Two boys are seen looking into a tumble dryer whilst it is 
operating. 


A new baby is shown sleeping as his mother kisses him. 


A group of people celebrates a New Year of 2014, whilst 
this ident is advertised by ITV. 


present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


January 
2013 - 
present 


February 
2013 - 
present 


March 
2013 - 
present 


February 
2014 - 
present 


Spring set[edit] 


On 13 April 2013, three months on from the rebrand, ITV introduced a new set of idents. 
A notable change with these idents is that the logo stays on screen until the end 
whereas in previous idents would fade away during the ident. 


Name 


Windy 
Beach 


Dance 
Crew 


Caterpillar 


Hen Party 


Waltzers 


Hook-a- 
Duck 


Control 
Room 


Bingo 


Horse 


Description 


Three people struggle to keep their deckchairs and other 
beach items in place in a strong headwind. 


A group of people perform a street dance to an onlooking 
crowd. First shown to introduce the first episode of the 
seventh series of Britain's Got Talent. 


A boy is watching a Caterpillar crawls slowly in the trees, 
then covers softly by boy's right hand. 


A group of women with Hen Party Vote ribbons around their 
shoulders are seen dancing during the Hen Night in the 
Arcade stylized Hen Dance. 


Some people are riding on the waltzers and are having a 
great time. 


A large pool of rubber ducks as part of a 'Hook-A-Duck' 
fairground game are seen. 


Three people are seen monitoring CCTV images in a control 
room. Often used to precede the ITV News. 


Everyone is playing bingo and then a woman wins. 


A horse is preparing to ride. 


Air dates 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


Record 
Shop 


Florist 


Rowers 


Greenhous 
e 


Farmer 


Fake 
Statue 


Baby's 
Dinner 


Bungee 
Jump 


Bowling 


Bunny 


Chicks 


Lamb 


A man is looking through the CD's and eventually finds one 
he likes. 


A woman buys some flowers in the flower shop. 


A group of four women are rowing down a river. 


You can see a man in his greenhouse. 


A farmer is rounding up his sheep. 


A man is pretending to be a statue. 


A baby makes loads of mess with his food. 


A person is seen leaping off a platform being suspended by 
a bungee cord. 


Various people are seen bowling balls down lanes ina 
tenpin bowling alley. They are two variations in this ident. 


A rabbit is shown washing its face. Seasonal ident for 
Easter, first shown on Good Friday. 


A group of newborn chicks. Seasonal ident for Easter. 


A lamb is helped by a man with drinking milk for feeding. 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 
- present 


April 2013 


Seasonal ident for Easter. - present 


Summer set[edit] 
On 8 June 2013, ITV introduced its latest set of idents. 


Name Description Air dates 
Children watch on from a viewing dome as meerkats go | June 2013 - 
Meerkats ‘ ee 
about their daily lives. present 
Fish : June 2013 - 
Landing Men are seen staking trays of fish on a jetty. present 
Dive Bomb | A young man dives into water, watching from below. June o 
present 
Pigeon Pigeons are released from their carrier vehicle. Often June 2013 - 
Racing used to precede the ITV News. present 
A beekeeper views the honeycombs his bees have June 2013 - 
Urban Bees 
made. present 
: f ; : June 2013 - 
Water Slide | Children are seen using a waterslide. present 
Airport People are seen collecting their luggage from a June 2013 - 
Luggage conveyor belt at an airport. present 
Amazing A group of women are seen each wearing unusual and June 2013 - 
Hats decorative hats. present 
Car Boot A collection of items are seen at a car boot sale, June 2013 - 


Sale attended by several people. present 


Jamaican A family of Jamaican friends prepares to cook some food | June 2013 - 


BBQ with a barbecue. present 
Jewellery A woman points out which item she would like to June 2013 - 
Shop purchase from the window of a jewellery shop. present 

A mother rubs sun cream onto her son's back at the June 2013 - 
Sun Cream 

beach. present 
Gack Race Several fathers partake in a sack race at a school during | June 2013 - 


sports day. present 


Mountain A man is seen spraying hose water at his dirty mountain | June 2013 - 
Bike bike. present 


A father is seen helping his young son build a sand June 2013 - 


Sand Castle 
castle. present 


Autumn set[edit] 


ITV's autumn set of idents was introduced on 31 August 2013. 


Name Description Air dates 
ee August 
Baie A boy trains using a skipping rope. 2013 - 
B present 


A girl swivels an electronic hula hoop around her tummy. | August 
Hula Hoop Two versions of this ident were produced - its initial 2013 - 
launch did not show the ITV logo clearly. present 


We see a number of people in a crowd, some of them 


: ; August 
Festival wearing accessories, when suddenly they all start 2013 - 
jumping. The first showing of this ident was to introduce present 


the first episode of the tenth series of The X Factor, with 
its continuity announcement provided by the show's 


Concert 


Delivery 


Surfers 


Rhythm 
Gymnastics 


Exercise 


Night Fishing 


Fish n' Chips 
(At the 
Counter) 


Snail Racing 


host, Dermot O'Leary. 


A blurred image shows for a few seconds, then becomes 
more clearer to reveal a crowd at a concert who hold 
their hands above their heads and clap to the beat. 


A workman struggles to pull up an assortment of 
packages backwards up a flight of stairs. 


A bunch of bodyboarders paddle in some waves in the 
sea. 


Numerous pairs of legs dance freely in amongst yellow 
ribbons in a gym. 


In another gym-based ident, women dance to the beat. 


In a nocturnal ident, a motorboat carries two fishermen 
who are trying to catch fish. 


In a variant of the Fish n' Chips ident shown in the 
original set, pies are shown, then sausages, then some 
fish, then more pies and chicken nuggets, and then an 
attendant adding vinegar and later salt on some fish n' 
chips and wrapping them in a napkin. 


Multiple snails approach a finish line. One snail is picked 
up by a boy. 


August 
2013 - 
present 


September 
2013 - 
present 


September 
2013 - 
present 


September 
2013 - 
present 


September 
2013 - 
present 


September 
2013 - 
present 


September 
2013 - 
present 


September 
2013 - 
present 


Ballerinas 


Lake 
Swimmers 


Commuter 


Conkers 


Slide 


Leaves 


Leaf Blower 


Drenched 
Dog 


Wood 
Chopper 


Four ballerinas in tutus dance around in a circle. One of 
the tutus is black, the others are white. 


Lots of men in wet suits jump off a bridge into the water 
and start swimming towards the camera. 


We see a window view of a train, and then we see two 
men. One is reading the newspaper, and the other is 
checking his tablet. 


An old man holding a conker faces another person 
holding a conker off-screen. With one quick blow, the old 
man crushes the off-screen person's conker. 


The ident reflects as the young man slowly slides down 
to the playground whereas the two women run off. 


A group of children playing and throwing some leaves 
outside the garden. 


A man is using the leaf blower to blow off the leaves 
outside the field near the castle. 


A dog is so soggy, then shook itself with wet spits but the 
woman helps the dog to dry them all wet off. 


A man is using an axe to chop some wood and take 
those woods back to the cabin. 


September 
2013 - 
present 


September 
2013 - 
present 


September 
2013 - 
present 


October 
2013 - 
present 


October 
2013 - 
present 


October 
2013 - 
present 


October 
2013 - 
present 


October 
2013 - 
present 


October 
2013 - 
present 


pu cen bonfire night. 
A girl is holding a Sparkler with fizzes of sparks, while 
SDI ET this ident is advertised by ITV. 
Later additions[edit] 


A group of people watches the fireworks to celebrate 


November 
2013 - 
present 


November 
2013 - 
present 


On 29 December 2014, ITV introduced 4 new idents from January 2015 and later, more 
new idents from February 2015 onwards. 


Name 


Board 
Game 


Bathroom 
Scales 


Horses 


Hand's in 
the Air 


Topiary 


Flamingos 


Description 


A family gathers around the table and plays a game of 
chess board together. 


A man is using the weighing scale to scan the weight of fat 
length, before measure it, first, take his bathrobe off, then 
drops his slippers down, then start weighing. 


A couple of riders are riding horses that trots the murky 
sands of the sea, both horses and riders are joyous for the 
journey. 


A large crowd of people waving hands and jumping up and 
down to the roaring beat. This ident was first shown to 
introduce the first episode of the seventeenth series of Stars 
in Their Eyes. 


An old lady is using a scissors to trim the tree like topiaries 
that made of sculpture, hence the background of the 
peacock topiary. 


A man is using a big scoop to add some spinach seeds then 
feeds to the colony of flamingos as they eating seeds and 


Air dates 


December 
2014 - 
present 


January 
2015 - 
present 


January 
2015 - 
present 


January 
2015 - 
present 


February 
2015 - 
present 


February 
2015 - 


flapping wings. 


ee A woman is snoring on the train inside the view of the 
; window. Often used to precede the ITV News. 
Train 
During a game of football, a group of football players are 
Penalt tried to kick the ball, but the boy was held by the red team. 
Kick y Then the referee blows his whistle to start the penalty kick 
again. First shown to introduce the first episode of the new 
series of Play to the Whistle. 
; A couple of girls go outdoor camping and reading some map 
PEAR and books during a field trip. 
An ice cream man adds a sprinkle next to an ice cream, 
(ee Crea then gives it to a young girl and enjoy eating. This ident first 
appeared on ITV's YouTube channel as spring ident in 2013, 
but was never used on screen until 2015. 
A group of people are seen walking with cars, taxicabs, 
bikers and buses are driving in the Palace of Westminster, 
News at London with Big Ben at night (which is 10 o'clock from the 
Ten clockface). They are three variations in this ident (including 
a one set in the afternoon where it's 5:35pm from the 
clockface). Often used to precede the ITV News at Ten. 
Special idents[edit] 


present 


February 
2015 - 
present 


April 2015 
- present 


May 2015 - 
present 


May 2015 - 
present 


May 2016 - 
present 


Special idents have also been used to mark occasions. The idents used for Easter 
celebrations during 2013 are documented in the list of Spring idents. 


Name 


Description 


Royal Baby | Two women are seen having afternoon tea in the sunlight, 


celebrating the royal birth by cutting a cake reading "It's a 
Boy". First used before the special ITV News broadcast at 


9pm on 22 July 2013. The ident was used sparingly over the 


Air 
dates 


July 2013 


Santas' 
Carousel 


Santas' 
Break 


Christmas 
Lights 


Christmas 
Record 


Post- 
Dinner 
Snooze 


Christmas 
Presents 


Bulldog 


Christmas 
Kitchen 


following days. It was later brought back on 2 May 2015, 
amending the cake to read "It's a Girl". 


The main festive ident seen on ITV, first aired on Saturday 7 
December 2013. A group of men all dressed as Santa Claus 
are seen on a fairground carousel waving as it spins round. 


The group of Santas seen on the Carousel ident are now 
enjoying a hot drink and having a snack while chatting with 
each other. 


A man is seen outside his house applying the finishing 
touches to his Christmas lights, then turns them all on before 
heading back inside. This was the first festive ident to be 
seen on ITV airing before the first look at ITV's Christmas 
entertainment promo on Saturday 7 December 2013. 


An automated record player is shown selecting one of the 
records and placing it down before it starts playing. As the 
record is placed down, the viewer can see the song is "Santa 
Claus Is Coming to Town" 


An old man is sleeping in the chair after the Christmas dinner 
while a woman, a man and three children are having a 
turkey dinner. 


Two children are seen throwing open Christmas paper at 
each other. 


A bulldog is sleeping for Christmas, they're nice and cosy by 
a roaring fire in the living room. 


Two people are having a nice tidy all the bits and bobs after 
the Christmas dinner, they are having some free-time for 
turkey sandwiches. 


Decembe 
r2013 


Decembe 
r201; 


Decembe 
r 2013 


Decembe 
r 2013 


Decembe 
n2013 


Decembe 
r 2013 


Decembe 
r 2014 


Decembe 
r 2014 


Clock Fixer 


Pumpkin 
Faces 


Pumpkin 
Collectors 


Moustache 
Groom 


Moustache 
Wash 


Bagpipes 


Valentine 
Roses 


A man in the clock factory is fixing clock to go backwards on 
the hour hand as he corrects the problem. This special ident 
on ITV is used for BST endings to go back 01:00am to 
00:00am each early morning during late October. 


One of the two special Halloween-themed idents are seen on 
ITV, first aired on Friday 30 October 2015. A man and his two 
girls selects several pumpkin faces that we made of carved 
face inside them, as the customer gives one pumpkin face to 
the man and his little girls. 


Second of the two special Halloween-themed idents are seen 
on ITV, first aired on Friday 30 October 2015. Two young 
boys collect a couple of pumpkins and carrying with using 
both two hands, then bring the pumpkins back to the car 
while the several people searches for Halloween pumpkins to 
collect. 


One of the two special Movember-themed idents are seen on 
ITV, first aired on Monday 2 November 2015. A couple of 
men in a barber shop are seen grooming and making 
moustaches for Movember event to make them look 
attractive. 


Second of the two special Movember-themed idents are seen 
on ITV, first aired on Monday 2 November 2015. A man with 
a droopy moustache was cleaned and washed by a barber 
man by using a white towel, while he is looking in a mirror. 


A group of bagpipers from Scotland play the bagpipes. This 
special ident was used for Burns Night in Scotland on 
Monday 25 January 2016. 


A seven symbol-shaped balloons are shown taking one away 
from six balloons by a female customer and gives a 
Valentine roses to a man, then walks away whilst the two 
women are still looking for valentine roses for someone 
else's men in love against the background of the market 
place besides the Clapham Junction railway station. This 
special ident was used for Valentine's Day on Sunday 14 


October 
2015 


October 
2015 


October 
2015 


Novembe 
2015 


Novembe 
2015 


January 
2016 


February 
2016 


February 2016. 


This special ident is shown were the a man in a red dragon 
suit and the three knights with red capes on it, during the 


Dragon tournament a group of men celebrates with England's February 
and the greatest happiness as a man unhoods the dragon head off, 2016 
Knights then the second knight using an iPhone to say cheese at the 
end. Another special ident aired for Six Nations 
Championship for ITV on Tuesday 16 February 2016. 
Football[edit] 


Special idents have used to coincide the ITV's coverage of football leagues and sporting 
programmes, with four idents continued as the part of the live coverage and sport 
events: "Face Painting", "Garden Kickout", "Trophy Engraving" and "Celebration". 


Name 


Face 
Painting 


Garden 
Kickabout 


Trophy 


Engraving 


Celebration 


Reactions 


Drums 


Air 


Description datas 


2014 FIFA World Cup: A girl is seen having the flag of England, | June 


painted onto her face. 2014 
2014 FIFA World Cup: Two boys are seen kicking a football June 
around, with a clothes line of drying football kits. 2014 


June 


2014 FIFA World Cup: A man is engraving a trophy. 2014 


2014 FIFA World Cup: During a game of football, one team is June 


seen celebrating. 2014 
2014 FIFA World Cup: ITV Fever Pitch, the crowd are seen July 
reacting to a football match. 2014 


2014 FIFA World Cup: ITV Fever Pitch, a group of drummers July 
are playing drums. 2014 


aye pee 2014 FIFA World Cup: ITV Fever Pitch, a group of women with | July 


large headdresses enter the arena. 2014 
2014 FIFA World Cup: ITV Fever Pitch, the camera pans around 
zang from the back of a deckchair, to a sand sculpture of Roy uy 
Sculpture y 2014 


Hodgson. 
Back to School Idents[edit] 
Two one-off idents are used during Back to School season on ITV in September 2015 to 


mark the start of the new school day, they're both aired only once. 


Name Description Air date 


School | A boy heads back to school using a scooter with his mum, who | September 
Boy is walking a dog. 2015 


The girl is racing against time to go back to school, while a 


School | group of children are out and about in the playground, her September 
Girl mum wants to bring the young girl back to school without being | 2015 
late. 


Rugby World Cup Idents[edit] 


These special idents were used to coincide the ITV's coverage of the 2015 Rugby World 


Cup during 18 September until 31 October, as well as sporting programmes. This 
coverage will continue as part of the Six Nations 2016. 


Name Description Air dates 


A woman with a bucket filled with soapy water on the right 
Clean hand is holding takes a little boy to go home with a piggy September 
Boots back, whilst three rugby kids standing on multi benches are 2015 

using brushes to clean their boots for our rugby event. 


Boy's A large force of rugby players to tackle, catch and chase September 
Game around the rugby pitch. 2015 


Girl in A girl in the rugby field performs hop, skip, jump and September 


Training | touchdown during training. 2015 


A group of girls are tackling a several of cylindrical-shaped 


S rugby-tackle bags during training. Two tackle-bags are black, PE oor 
Tackle k 2015 

the other one is yellow. 
SCUM A group of rugby players are get ready to bend down together, | September 


and prepares to scrum. 2015 


ITV Creates (2019-present)[edit] 


In December 2018, ITV announced a new project, /TV Creates, which would be the basis 
of its idents beginning on 1 January 2019. The network will commission artwork 
featuring the ITV logo from British artists, which will be used as the basis for a new set 
of idents every week. The first 8 artists of the project were Ravi Deepres, Sutapa 
Biswas, James Brunt, Patricia Volk, Mark Titchner, Katrina Russell Adams, Kristina 
Veasey, and James Alec Hardy. ITV Creative executive creative director Tony Pipes 
explained that the project was meant to be a platform for British visual artists, reflect 
ITV's position as being an "endlessly creative" broadcaster, and counter the traditional 
notion of idents being a static theme used for a long-term period.21 


Artists in order of appearance: Ravi Deepres, Sutapa Biswas, James Brunt, Patricia Volk, 
Mark Titchner, Katrina Russell-Adams, Kristina Veasey, James Alec Hardy, Alec Stevens, 
Charley Peters, Isabel + Helen, Bharti Parmar, Adam Nathaniel Furman, Olly Fathers, CJ 
Mahony, Fiona Grady, Laurie Nouchka, Caroline Wright, Rubbena Aurangzeb-Tariq, Liz 
West, Gayle Chong Kwan, Florence Mytum, Greta Davies, Rabiya Choudhry, Carleen de 
Sözer, Sargent & Seers, Yvette Hawkins, Julia Vogl, 121.Collective, Downing & Weston, 
Brandon Saunders, Bournemouth Fine Art Students, Ash Kayser, Erin Taylor, Emily 
Forgot, Florence Blanchard, Russell Bamber, Louise Bristow, Yinka Ilori, Fernando 
Laposse, Stuart Robinson, Noémi Lakmaier, NEON, Kochi Kochi, Jo Taylor, Anna Berry, 
Sam Curtis, Dan Rawlings, Faith Bebbington, Hattie Newman, Melanie Tomlinson and 
Anna Lomax. 


The ITV Creates idents are only used by the ITV-branded stations; UTV continues to use 
the previous ident series, but did adopt the new on-air presentation used alongside the 
new idents. 


Name Description Air dates 


1 January 2019 
(9.15am) - 6 
January 2019 


It features the ITV logo with videos of 


Ravi Deepres nature being projected. 


Sutapa Biswas It features the ITV logo made with Indian 7 January 2019 - 


James Brunt 


Patricia Volk 


Mark Titchner 


Katrina Russell- 
Adams 


Kristina Veasey 


James Alec Hardy 


Alec Stevens 


Charley Peters 


Isabel & Helen 


Saris. 


It features the ITV logo as leaves 
surrounded by dirt. 


It features the ITV logo formed clay shapes. 


In another variant, the clay shapes are in 
sculpture form before disassembling and 
put together into the ITV logo. 


It features the ITV logo emerging from 
minerals by a speaker. 


It features the ITV logo suspended in the 
air. 


It features the ITV logo-themed room on 
walls, a mug and a couch. 


It features the ITV logo made of glitched 
out computer monitors. 


It features the ITV logo as a cue dot (when 
lit) with ridges. 


It features the ITV logo as a testcard ina 
cube. 


It features the ITV logo made of white balls 
hanged by wires. 


13 January 2019 


14 January 2019 
- 20 January 
2019 


21 January 2019 
- 27 January 
2019 


28 January 2019 
- 3 February 
2019 


4 February 2019 
- 10 February 
2019 


11 February 2019 
- 17 February 
2019 


18 February 2019 
- 24 February 
2019 


25 February 2019 
- 3 March 2019 


4 March 2019 - 
10 March 2019 


11 March 2019 - 
17 March 2019 


Bharti Parmar 


Adam Nathaniel 
Furman 


Olly Fathers 


CJ Mahony 


Fiona Grady 


Laurie Nouchka 


Caroline Wright 


Rubbena Aurangzeb- 
Tariq 


Liz West 


Gayle Chong Kwan 


Florence Mytum 


It features the ITV logo made of patterned 
letters. 


It features the ITV logo as a tall sculpture 
that is mirrored and repeats itself. 


It features the ITV logo with lines of 
coloured paint running down. 


It features the ITV logo with made of 
wooden wall boards. 


It features the ITV logo as a shadow 
through the light with triangle shaped 
coloured perspexes akin of a stain glass 
window. 


It features the ITV logo wrapped with paper 
depicting famous London landmarks. 


It features the ITV logo as test tubes with 
coloured liquids. 


It features the ITV logo translated into sign 
language to promote Deaf Awareness 
Week. 


It features the ITV logo reflected into 
coloured discs. 


It features the ITV logo made of empty 
plastic bottles. 


It features the ITV logo made of green 


18 March 2019 - 
24 March 2019 


25 March 2019 - 
31 March 2019 


1 April 2019 - 7 
April 2019 


8 April 2019 - 14 
April 2019 


15 April 2019 - 
21 April 2019 


22 April 2019 - 
28 April 2019 


29 April 2019 - 5 
May 2019 


6 May 2019 - 12 
May 2019 


13 May 2019 - 19 
May 2019 


20 May 2019 - 26 
May 2019 


27 May 2019 - 2 


Greta Davies 


Rabiya Choudhry 


Carleen De Sözer 


Sargent & Seers 
(Keith Sargent 
and Lindsay Seers) 


Yvette Hawkins 


Julia Vogl 


121.Collective 


Emily Downing & 
Olivia Weston 


Brandon Saunders 


BA (Hons) Fine Art 


Students, (University 


elements more akin to trees. 


It features the ITV logo in a painted white 
wall. 


It features the ITV logo on either a blue flag 
(only televisions with faces inside the logo) 
or a red flag (televisions, lightning bolts 
and hearts with faces inside the logo). 


It features the ITV logo lit up as either a 
sun or a moon above a model of a city. 


It features the ITV logo inside a zoetrope. 


It features the ITV logo made of origami 
maps. 


It features the ITV logo cut out from a black 
cardboard box to revealing a pattern 
interior. 


It features the ITV logo as a sculpture 
made of junk. 


It features the ITV logo as a henna on 
peoples’ hands. 


It features the ITV logo as an electrical 
circuit. 


It features the ITV logo made of light up 


June 2019 


3 June 2019 -9 
June 2019 


10 June 2019 - 
16 June 2019 


17 June 2019 - 
23 June 2019 


24 June 2019 - 
30 June 2019 


1 July 2019 - 7 
July 2019 


8 July 2019 - 14 
July 2019 


15 July 2019 - 21 
July 2019 


22 July 2019 - 28 
July 2019 


29 July 2019 - 4 
August 2019 


5 August 2019 - 


of Bournemouth) 


Ash Kayser 


Erin Taylor 


Emily Forgot 


Florence Blanchard 


Russell Bamber 


Louise Bristow 


Yinka Ilori 


Fernando Laposse 


Stuart Robinson 


charcoal on a black wall. 


It features the ITV logo made of coloured 
cubes that resembles toy blocks. 


It features the ITV logo as a magnet. 


It features the ITV logo as either a 
birdhouse or a dollhouse. 


It features the ITV logo as a page from a 
pop-up book. 


It features the ITV logo made of coloured 
metal (with parts of the "t" and the "v" 
rising) viewed from above. 


It features the ITV logo as model buildings. 


It features the ITV logo as a retail display 
table. 


It features the ITV logo as slime being 
melted. 


It features the ITV logo as red, green and 
blue neon lights. 


11 August 2019 


12 August 2019 - 
18 August 2019 


19 August 2019 - 
25 August 2019 


26 August 2019 - 
1 September 
2019 


2 September 
2019-8 
September 2019 


9 September 
2019-15 
September 2019 


16 September 
2019 - 22 
September 2019 


23 September 
2019 - 29 
September 2019 


30 September 
2019 - 6 October 
2019 


7 October 2019 - 
13 October 2019 


Noémi Lakmaier 


NEON 


Kochi Kochi (Marie 
Jones) 


Jo Taylor 


Anna Berry 


Sam Curtis & Dave 
Bennett 


Dan Rawlings 


Faith Bebbington 


Hattie Newman 


It features the ITV logo as a yellow line 
road marking. 


It features the ITV logo as a sea anemone. 


It features the ITV logo as a glow in the 
dark sticker. 


It features the ITV logo as a pile of blue 
flowers. 


It features the ITV logo as a 3D lettered 
sculpture made of small paper cones. 


It features the ITV logo as a scaffolding. 


It features the ITV logo lit up ona 
shadowed bush. 


It features the ITV logo as reindeer antlers. 


It features the ITV Logo as a christmas- 
themed town 


14 October 2019 
- 20 October 
2019 


21 October 2019 
- 27 October 
2019 


28 October 2019 
- 3 November 
2019 


4 November 
2019 - 10 
November 2019 


11 November 
2019 -17 
November 2019 


18 November 
2019 - 24 
November 2019 


25 November 
2019 - 30 
November 2019 
(7.10pm) 


30 November 
2019 (7.10pm) - 
8 December 
2019 


9 December 
2019 -15 


December 2019 


See also[edit] 


e History of BBC television idents 
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External links[edit] 


e itv.com 

e idents.tv Video of ITV1 idents 

e idents.tv Video of ITV2 idents 

e ITV Creates (UK only to watch videos) 


ITV HD 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


ITV HD 


5 © 


Launched 9 June 2006; 13 years ago (trial service) 


7 June 2008; 11 years ago (full service) 


Owned by ITV Digital Channels 
(ITV plc) 


Picture 


format 


Audience 


share 


Country 


Broadcast 


area 


Formerly 


called 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky 


1080i (HDTV) 


5.01% 


(June 2019, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


ITV plc owned regions 


(except Channel Islands) 


ITV1 HD (2009-2013) 


ITV 


ITV2 HD 


ITV3 HD 


ITV4 HD 


itv.com/itv/ 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 103 


Satellite 


Channel 111 


Channel 103 (Wales and parts of England) 
Channel 176 (parts of England and Scottish 
Borders) 


Channel 803 (Wales and parts of England) 


Astra 2F 11097 V 23000 2/3 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 113 
IPTV 
SwisscomTV_ Channel arbitrary 
| (Switzerland) 
ITV HD is a British free-to-air high-definition television channel operated by ITV plc, the 
company which is contracted to provide 11 ITV services across the UK. ITV HD is 
available to view in England, Wales and the Scottish Borders on Freesat via channel 


111, Freeview channel 103, Sky channel 176, Virgin Media channel 113 and 
in Switzerland on SwisscomTV. 


From 2 April 2010, ITV HD became a standard channel available on all digital platforms. 


itv D] 


The channel originally existed on a trial basis from June until November 2006, primarily 
to show the World Cup games to which ITV had the rights. 


Historyledit] 
2006 trial[edit] 


The original logo of ITV HD. 


The channel was available to subscribers of the Telewest TV Drive cable service and 
was also broadcast as a low-power digital terrestrial (DVB-T) channel from 

London's Crystal Palace Transmitter as part of a terrestrial HDTV trial involving 450 
homes. ITV HD did not broadcast on satellite television, unlike BBC HD. It was available 
on Telewest channel 118 and Freeview channel 503 in homes which were involved in 
the HD trial. 


In addition to the World Cup games, ITV HD showed classic films remastered in HD 
(such as A// Quiet on the Western Front and The Big Sleep), documentaries (Such 
as Jean-Michel Cousteau’s Ocean Adventures) and dramas such as Poirot. 


The original ITV HD stopped broadcasting on 30 November 2006. 


2008 launch[edit] 


itv|hd|| 


High definition broadcasts from ITV plc launched exclusively on Freesat, the new 
digital satellite service from the BBC and ITV on 7 June 2008, just in time for the start 
of UEFA Euro 2008. ITV plc planned to spend £10m during 2008 on the launch of ITV 
HD.2 


Freeview and 2009 rebrand[edit] 


ITV HD became ITV1 HD when it relaunched for Freeview HD on 2 December 2009. It 
continued to operate on Freesat as a red button service on select programming. 


ITV1 HD aimed to include 35% 'native HD' content at the start of 2010, rising to at least 
60% at the start of 2012 and at least 70% at the start of 2014. In the early years, the 
service will focus on sport and drama content, over time it is expected that the majority 
of other genres to convert to native HD.“ 


ITV1 HD operated from 18:00 to 23:00 seven days a week.“ From August 2009, ITV 
began testing a HD simulcast of ITV Granada on satellite, before later switching to ITV. 
London.= On 26 November 2009, the ITV1 HD logo appeared as a digital on-screen 
graphic during programming and the off air station identification. 


2010 launch as a standard channel[edit] 


On 12 March 2010, it was announced that ITV1 HD would become a standard channel 
on 2 April 2010, simulcasting the main ITV1 channel, and launching on Sky and Virgin 
Media, as well as switching from a red button interactive service to a full-time channel 
on Freesat. It continues to only be available in ITV plc owned ITV franchise areas, 
covering England, Wales and the Scottish Borders area, though red button access on 
ITV1 London (Freesat channel 977) remains in place. The launch coincided with the 
closure of Men & Motors.™ During March 2010, Ofcom issued broadcast licences for six 
regional variations of ITV1 HD, with Central, Granada/Border and Meridian/Anglia 
regions joining London/LWT in June 2010. Some variations had only available on a free- 
to-view basis on satellite, Freesat viewers in those regions are instead given either the 
Granada/Border or London/LWT variation. However, Meridian became free-to-air in 
September 2012 with Central following in October 2012. On 14 January 2013, ITV1 HD 
received a new logo and went back to its former name, "ITV HD", as part of a 
rebranding of ITV's television channels and online services. On 25 August 2015, ITV 
Cymru Wales became available on HD. On 31 March 2016, a further three ITV regions 
were made available in HD via satellite, ITV Anglia (east), ITV Tyne Tees, and ITV 
Yorkshire (west) .2% 


The ITV HD logo (2008 - 2009). 


ITV1 HD logo from 2010-2013 


Technical problems[edit] 
Harley Streetiedit] 


ITV HD's first HD drama broadcast of Harley Street reportedly suffered technical 
problems including picture and sound quality and failing to revert to the normal ITV 
broadcast after the programme had finished. Also, several Digital Spy forum members 
reported that they could not access HD content via the red button due to the ITV HD 
service "only being available through the London region".“4 


2010 World Cupf[edit] 


On 12 June 2010, ITV HD cut off England's first 2010 FIFA World Cup game inadvertently 
into an advert break for 25 seconds, as a result, missing their first World Cup 2010 goal. 
an3 This interruption also caused the remaining transmission to be in standard- 
definition. The standard definition ITV broadcasts did not miss the goal, scored 

by Steven Gerrard. The broadcaster confirmed on 15 June that it had received around 
5,000 complaints about the incident." ITV has already said it was not to blame for the 
problem, which was pinned on human error at Technicolor, the firm which provides 
transmission. On 23 August 2010, Ofcom cleared ITV over the "unfortunate error", 
despite receiving 823 complaints. After reviewing the situation, Ofcom acknowledged 
the frustration of ITV HD viewers at the transmission break, but decided that ITV's 
actions to resolve the situation had been sufficient. 


The X Factoredit] 


On 12 November 2011, a power failure at the BT Tower resulted in the loss of ITV HD, 
the channel froze during Harry Hill's TV Burp and continued throughout The X Factor live 
show.#% ITV in standard definition was unable to show live footage and instead aired re- 
runs of participants' auditions until the problem was fixed 15 minutes later. Although 
the standard definition channel began to work after 15 minutes, ITV HD Granada was 
still frozen although ITV HD London seemed to work. !etation needed 


Champions Leaguef[edit] 


On 25 April 2012, a technical fault during extra-time in the 2011-12 UEFA Champions 
League semi-final between Real Madrid and Bayern Munich resulted in the Meridian and 
London versions of the channel cutting to Mark Austin preparing to read the 10 pm 
news bulletin.2222 
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External links[edit] 


e |TV at itv.com 


UTV (TV channel) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Jump to navigationJump to search 

This article is about the UK television channel covering Northern Ireland. For other 
channels of this or similar names, see UTV. 


UTV 


Launched 31 October 1959; 60 years ago (as 


Ulster Television) 


Network ITV 


Owned by ITV ple 


Picture 1080i HDTV 


format (downscaled to 16:9 576i for the SDTV feed) 


Audience ITV Network: 
share 9.52% 

0.77% (+1) 

5.01% (HD) 

(June 2019, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 


Language English 


Broadcast Northern Ireland 


area 


Headquarter City Quays 2, Belfast, Northern Ireland 


s 
Formerly Ulster Television 
called (until 4 June 1993) 


Timeshift UTV +1 


service 

Website itv.com/utv 
Availability 
Terrestrial 

Freeview Channel 3 (SD) 

(NI only) Channel 33 (+1) 


Channel 103 (HD) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 103 (SD) 
| (NI only) Channel 111 (HD) 
Channel 112 (+1) 


| Sky Channel 103 (HD) 
| (NI only) Channel 203 (+1) 


Channel 803 (SD) 


|Astra 2E 10906 V 22000 5/6 
10906 V 22000 5/6 (+1) 


|Astra 2G 11068 V 23000 3/4 (HD) 


Cable 


‘Virgin Media Channel 103 (SD) 


(NI only) Channel 113 (HD) 
Channel 114 (+1) 


UTV (formerly Ulster Television) is a British free-to-air television channel owned and 
operated by ITV plc as part of the ITV Network." Formed in November 1958 and 
appointed as programme contractor for the Independent Television Authority soon after, 
UTV became the first indigenous broadcaster in Northern Ireland." 


UTV was sold by UTV Media plc (now known as Wireless Group) to ITV plc in February 
2016. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Ulster Television 


a 
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Former UTV HQ, Havelock House 


The governing body of the Independent Television network, the Independent Television 
Authority, first advertised the franchise for Northern Ireland in September 1958.2 Two 


consortia applied for the franchise; one led by the Duke of Abercorn and supported 

by The Belfast Telegraph and The Northern Whig newspapers, the other led by the Earl. 
of Antrim and supported by The News Letter and Sir Laurence Olivier. The ITA 
eventually persuaded both applicants to merge their bids to obtain the new franchise, 
on the provision that a greater stake of investment in the station was offered to Catholic 
sources.) 


With the ITA request met, the group, under the name Ulster Television Limited, set out 
their plans for broadcasting; initially, the station would try to provide 20 minutes of 
locally sourced programmes per day, and the company arranged with ABC Television to 
sell advertising time and to maintain their studio premises at a former hemstitching 
warehouse in Havelock House on the Ormeau Road in Belfast.2 


On Air[edit] 


Ulster Television went on air at 4.45 pm on Saturday 31 October 1959, the 12th ITV 
station to launch. The station's opening was overseen by Lord Wakehurst, 

then Governor of Northern Ireland, and Sir Laurence Olivier introduced the opening 
ceremony. The station's first night of programming, introduced by duty announcer 
Adrienne McGuill, featured networked series such as The Adventures of Robin 

Hood and 77 Sunset Strip,“ two news bulletins from ITN and the 1949 feature film Task 
Force. Sir Laurence Olivier delivered the station's first epilogue, an excerpt from Joseph 
Addison's "The Spacious Firmament".“ 


The following evening, UTV contributed a play to the Armchair Theatre series, "A Shilling 
for the Evil Day", produced in association with ABC Television. Earlier in the day, the 
station broadcast its first unofficial colour production - a film of images from across 
Northern Ireland was broadcast entitled U/ster Rich and Rare, produced by Lord 
Wakehurst. 


At launch, Ulster Television employed a staff of 100 people including six presenters: Ivor 
Mills and Anne Gregg were chosen as the presenters of local magazine 

programme Roundabout, Adrienne McGuill, James Greene and Brian Durkin were the 
first continuity announcers, and former rugby union international Ernest Strathdee was 
recruited as the station's sports presenter. 


Initially, Ulster Television's programmes would only be available to viewers located 
within range of the Black Mountain transmitter near Belfast. On the station's first night 
of programmes however, it was reported that some residents of Dublin, located over 
100 miles away, had called the station to report poor picture reception. Coverage of 
UTV spread to Western areas of Northern Ireland when the Strabane transmitter opened 
in February 1963.4 


1970s-2000s[edit] 


Ulster Television's UHF PAL colour service was launched with the opening of the UHF 
transmitter Divis in September 1970.2 This was followed by two additional transmitters 
at Limavady (opened in 19752!) and Brougher Mountain (in 1978). In the early 1980s it 
broadcast reduced hours when no schools programmes were being broadcast coming 
on air at 12 noon during the week, and closing down every evening at 23:30 - this 
remained in place until 1982. !taiexneedeal |In October 1988, the station began 24-hour 
broadcasting - the last station in the ITV network to do so.” UTV was originally 
scheduled to take a service provided by Central in Birmingham, but a late minute 
decision to switch to Granada Television's sustaining feed, Night Time, led to a month- 
long delay. station needed] 


At the company's annual general meeting in Belfast on 26 May 2006, the registered 
company name was changed from ‘Ulster Television plc' to 'UTV plc'. The company 
believed that the existing name no longer reflected the full scope of the company's 
business. In a further change in October 2007, UTV underwent a corporate 
reorganisation which saw UTV shareholders swap their shares for shares in a new 
holding company, UTV Media plc, which took over UTV plc's shareholdings in the new 
media and radio subsidiaries. UTV Ltd. - the original Ulster Television Limited, now a 
wholly owned subsidiary of UTV Media - returned to being solely the operating company 
for the ITV franchise.™ 


UTV/ITV[edit] 


On 19 October 2015, UTV Media announced that it would sell its ITV franchise and the 
UTV brand to ITV plc for £100 million, subject to regulatory approval. ITV plc CEO Adam 
Crozier welcomed the news by saying: 


UTV Television's strategic objectives are closely aligned with our own and 
we are very pleased that they are joining the ITV family. 


The acquisition was finalised the following February. 


ITV plans to retain the UTV brand in Northern Ireland, and not re-brand it under a 
standardised name (such as "ITV Northern Ireland"). On 11 July 2016, ITV plc announced 
that it would sell the UTV Ireland service to Virgin Media Ireland (which had bought 
Ireland's TV3 in 2015).20 


The former UTV Media group was restructured and rebranded as The Wireless Group, 
retaining its radio assets until June 2016, when the company was brought by Rupert 
Murdoch's News Corp.“ In July 2016, ITV plc sold UTV Ireland to Virgin Media Ireland - a 
subsidiary of Liberty Media - for €10 million.22 


In October 2016, ITV announced plans to close UTV's Havelock House studios. UTV 
began broadcasting from a new state-of-the-art broadcast centre at City Quays 2 in the 
Belfast Harbour Estate from 1 July 2018.44 


Programming[edit] 


Current/recent series[edit] 
e UTV Live 

e UTV Life 

e View from Stormont 

e UTV up close 


e Lesser Spotted Ulster e RPM 
e Lesser Spotted Culture!" e Ulster Unearthed 
e The Issues e Ultimate Ulster2224 


e The Magazine» 
e = Paul and Nick's Big Food Trip 
e Rare Breed: A Farming Year 


Notable programmes shown on the ITV network[edit] 


e Password (1987-1988)25 


Contributions to series on the ITV network[edit] 
About Britain% 

Comedy Playhouse ("Sailortown"; co-production with Central 
Television and Carlton Television, 20 April 1993)24281 
Dramarama ("Undertow of the Armada", 15 June 1987) 221201 
Get Fresh?” 

Ghost Train?! 


Notable programmes shown on Channel 4[edit] 
The Irish R.M. (co-production with RTE; 1983-1985, 3 series)=2 
Ulster Landscapes (1983)" 

Trauma (1983)#4 

Make It Pay (1983-1985) 


Notable regional programmes[edit] 
All Mixed Up“4 

Counterpoint“ 

Farming Ulster“ 

(UTV Live) Insight% 

Jenny Bristow cookery series=! 

Kelly} 


Regional news programmesf[edit] 
Roundabout (1959-1964) 

Newsview (1964-1969) 

UTV Reports/ Reports (1969-1978) 


Identity and presentation[edit] 


Since 1959, Ulster Television/UTV have used different logos, or idents on-screen: 


Highway?! 

ITV Playhouse ("Bo 
Morning Worship? 
Sounds of Britain 
The Time, The Plac 
Treasures in Store: 


A Seat Among the 
How Does Your Ga. 
The Last of a Dyin' 
God's Frontiermen 


McGilloway's Way# 
McKeever! 
School Around the 
Crosbie®*! 

The Seven Thirty S 
UTV Live Tonight” 
UTV School Choir c 


Good Evening Ulst 
Six Tonight/ Ulster | 
UTV Live (1993 to « 


1959 - The station's first on-screen logo was an oscilloscope pattern made up of 


seven dots joined together by six lines. The logo animated to a jingle based on the 
local folk tune The Mountains of Mourne. According to UTV's website, the original 


logo was designed as part of a competition, and the winner among over 450 
entrants was Mr Roy Irwin of Ballycarry.& 

1970 - With the imminent launch of UHF colour broadcasts, Ulster Television 
redesigned its first logo.“ - the oscilloscope pattern was retained; but the dots 


were 


removed, and the lines were encased in a television-screen shape. Monochrome and 
colour versions of this ident were produced, the colour using a yellow logo and text 


on a blue background, which were adopted as the station's colour scheme. UTV' 
ident at this time did not animate and was not accompanied by a jingle. The log 
type introduced on this ident was retained until 1993. 

1980 - To celebrate their 21st anniversary, UTV commissioned a new ident 
featuring a model the station logo embedded on four faces of a cube, coated in 


S 
(0) 


silver with a pole skewering the top and bottom of the cube. This model was then 
filmed on video with a black cloth background as it revolved on a turntable. When it 


appeared on screen, it was accompanied by a synthesised jingle, and the words 


"Ulster Television" wiped on screen in yellow text. This ident made its on-screen 
debut on 31 October 1980,5% and was used until 1988. 

1987 - On 7 September 1987, to coincide with the launch of the stations's new 
evening magazine programme, Six Tonight, a new ident was used to introduce the 
programme, featuring a computer animated silver station logo on a blue/green 
backdrop. After five seconds, the logo faded into the background as the titles of Six 
Tonight began. This ident, UTV's first attempt at a CGI ident, was later adapted as a 
temporary station ident in the last few months of 1988, with a video freeze used as 
the logo sank into the background. 

1989 - On 1 January 1989 a revised computer animation was introduced and the 
last to feature the logo first seen in 1970 and the "Ulster Television" name.! The 
ident began with a panning shot over a huge plate with texture to make it look like 
ice (possibly a white and grey/gray cloudy texture), against a light blue background. 
Then, a oscilloscope rises out from the plate, and the lines of the oscilloscope 
pattern are formed with a wipe. In this ident, the lines of the oscilloscope are yellow, 
with the rest of the logo (the television screen shape) in blue. When the lines are 
formed, the logo turns and reveals on screen, as a grey banner flies in underneath 
bearing the words "Ulster Television" and settles underneath the station logo, 
waving like a flag. This ident was accompanied by a new jingle, and was used until 4 
June 1993. 


UTV's logo used from 4 June 1993 to 10 December 2000. 


1993 - At 6 pm on 4 June 1993, UTV officially unveiled a new logo. This consisted 
of an italicised Times Roman capital U forming on screen from different component 
parts, settling on a blue and yellow plate with "TV" written in italicised red Futura 
Condensed text. A new jingle was also introduced with a distinct Celtic sound. Since 
the start of 1993, continuity announcements and trailers referred increasingly to 
"UTV", and the station's news service was rebranded as UTV Live. With the new 
logo, the use of "Ulster Television" to identify the station was consigned to history. It 
also dropped ITV network promotions and introduced locally produced trails. 222edea 
1996 - UTV introduced a new series of idents on 7 October 1996, which showcased 
scenic locations in Northern Ireland. These include the Giant's Causeway, a waterfall 
at Glenarriff, and Portaferry harbour. These are supplemented on 12 January 1998 
with a set of idents featuring people playing the UTV jingle on various musical 
instruments. Some of the idents featured UTV personalities. It also dropped live 
daytime continuity. 


UTV's previous logo used from 11 December 2000 to 16 October 2016. 


2000 - On 1 July 2000, the day when programme presentation and commercials 
shown on the four main UK television channels switched from the 4:3 aspect ratio 

to 14:9 on analogue broadcasts and 16:9 on digital broadcasts, UTV introduced a 
new set of idents using footage from the 1996 "landscape" idents, the break filler 
films used on its short-lived sister channel TV You, and a UTV corporate 
advertisement where a shoal of fish grouped together to form the UTV logo. This 
collection of idents were the first to be created and transmitted in 16:9 aspect ratio, 
on digital terrestrial and digital cable providers. This was the last set of idents which 
used the 1993 logo, and they were phased out shortly before Christmas 2000. 

2001 - The previous 1993 logo is later replaced with a similar flatter and wider logo. 
The "U" is rendered in yellow on a blue oblong, with the "TV" in red on a yellow 
oblong contained inside the blue oblong. This remains the present station logo. Its 
first use was in UTV's Christmas ident in 2000. On 6 January 2001, a new series of 
idents shot at various locations across Northern Ireland, including the Silent Valley 
Reservoir in County Down, Great Victoria Street in Belfast and the Hand's Across the 
Divide sculpture at the Craigavon Bridge, Derry. This was complemented by further 
idents in 2002 featuring people walking towards the camera and touching the 
screen with their fingers to make the UTV logo appear. 

2002 - On 28 October 2002, most of the regional ITV companies adopted a common 
look with the ITV1 brand replacing the various station logos. This was marked with a 
series of idents showing actors, presenters and newsreaders associated with ITV 
appearing in idents. At the same time, UTV decided to adopt these idents, but 
replaced the ITV logo with their own station logo. The soundtrack used on these 
idents was identical to those heard on the ITV network versions. This is the nearest 
that UTV have come to using identical idents to the rest of the ITV network. Around 
Christmas 2002, UTV broadcast a similar collection of idents showcasing their own 
presenting talent, shown in addition to the national idents. By early 2003, the 
network and local celebrity idents were phased out, and a generic ident showing the 
UTV logo on an animated blue background was used in all junctions. 

2003 - UTV replaces its network-inspired graphics on 20 November 2003 with a 
series landscape films of Northern Ireland in their idents, in the form of 

a panorama shot as the camera revolved around a location.'! Among the scenes 
used in this series of UTV idents included the Mourne 

Mountains, Enniskillen and Lurgan Park. These idents primarily used one of the 
ident jingles until 3 November 2005, when UTV reprised its 1993-2002 station jingle. 


2006 - To coincide with the introduction of a new identity across ITV plc stations on 
Monday 16 January 2006, UTV replaced its 2003 idents with a brand new set. The 
new idents featured newly recorded films shot across Northern Ireland, again in the 
form of panoramas. The landscape films used in these idents were updated in July 
2007 and October 2008, with the background of each ident changing from black to 
white in December 2008. Special variations of the UTV idents were used to 
promote the 2006 North West 200 event,™ 2006 Special Olympics,“ the 2007 
Rugby World Cup and the UTV Rewind series.) 

2016 - On 17 October 2016, a brand new look, aligning the UTV brand more closely 
with that of the ITV network was unveiled. The station idents, based on those used 
by ITV since a major rebrand in January 2013, include the UTV logo changing colour 
as it blends in on a live-action scene - a process known as "colour picking".!72 


Continuity announcers[edit] 


Gillian Porter 


e Julian Simmons 
e Aidan Browne 


UTV is the only ITV plc-owned station to retain local continuity announcers, albeit pre- 
recorded. As of October 2016, playout and presentation for the channel originates 
from Ericsson's transmission centre in Chiswick, which provides services for most of 
ITV's channels. 


UTV was the last company in the ITV network to retain in-vision continuity 
announcements, where the duty announcer appeared on-camera to introduce the 
evening's programmes. In later years, local continuity was generally restricted to 
evenings with in-vision links presented at weekends by senior announcer Julian 
Simmons. In 2009, the practice was restored to weekday evenings and presented by the 
entire announcing team. 


The last live in-vision announcement was made by Simmons at 11.15 pm on Sunday 16 
October 2016, marking the end of 57 years of transmission originating from Havelock 
House. 


Station theme tunes[edit] 


In common with the rest of the ITV Network, the station aired specially composed 
signature tunes as part of its daily start-up routine. From launch until 1971, the opening 
theme was Seamus by the American musician, composer and bandleader Van Phillips, 
who had earlier written the theme tune of the popular 1950s BBC radio science fiction 
drama Journey into Space. UTV's best known theme was The Antrim Road, a classical 
symphony composed by Wayne Hill and Earl Ward, which was used between 1971 and 
1983. It originally featured on The British Isles, an LP of orchestral arrangements of 
traditional and characteristic national tunes of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland. 
The album was released on the De Wolf label in 1971. 


Feeds[edit] 
UTV HD[edit] 


UTV HD, a simulcast of UTV in high-definition, was launched on Virgin Media on 5 
October 2010.74 On 5 March 2012, UTV Media announced it had signed new network 
arrangements for the provision of Channel 3 programmes and services with ITV plc. 
Included in the agreement is a deal which ensured the distribution of UTV HD 

on Freeview when the digital switchover took place on 24 October 2012 and 

on Sky and Freesat on 4 November 2013.710% 


Originally UTV's acquisition and presentation infrastructure was SD only; all HD content 
was line-fed to UTV in Belfast from Technicolor Network Services' transmission facility at 
Chiswick Park, with UTV's presentation and local content being upscaled and switched 
into the transmission chain for UTV HD using a simple A/B switcher. 


In May 2011, the presentation infrastructure was upgraded to become fully HD-capable 
in readiness for the digital switchover in 2012. 


UTV +1[edit] 


On 4 January 2011, Freeview announced details for the launch of ITV1+1, together with 
the possibility that both STV and UTV will launch their own timeshift services, STV +1 
and UTV +1 in Scotland and Northern Ireland respectively.“ UTV later confirmed that it 
would launch UTV +1 at 8 pm on 11 January 2011.2 The channel is available to 


Freeview viewers on channel 33 and Virgin Media. As of May 2018 UTV +1 is now 
testing on satellite, terreen UTV+1 was added to Sky and Freesat on 21 May 2018 for 
viewers in Northern Ireland. 


UTV Ireland[edit] 
Main article: Virgin Media Three 


UTV Ireland was a sister station to UTV's Northern Ireland service, broadcasting to 

the Republic of Ireland. The new channel launched on 1 January 2015, following 
approval by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland.“ UTV Ireland was broadcast from the 
company's Dublin base at Macken House and carried a large amount of ITV's networked 
programming (including Emmerdale and Coronation Street, previously broadcast by 
TV3, alongside some bespoke programming, including /re/and Live, a twice nightly 
national news programme airing at 5.30 pm and 10 pm. ule! In July 2016, the channel 
was sold to TV3 Group (now known as Virgin Media Television) and was rebranded as 
"be3" on 9 January 2017. It was renamed again in August 2018, as "Virgin Media Three" 
- part of a major rebrand, and now forms part of a line-up of three channels run by the 
company and focuses on children's and female-orientated programming. 
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This is a timeline of the history of Ulster Television. 


1950s[edit] 


e 1953 


o 1 May - Television becomes available in Northern Ireland for the first time 
although initially from a temporary transmitter, brought into service in time for 
the Queen's Coronation. A permanent mast at Divis is brought into service on 21 
July 1955. 


e 1958 
o September - The Independent Television Authority, advertises the franchise for 
Northern Ireland. Two consortia apply and the ITA eventually persuaded both 
applicants to merge their bids to obtain the new franchise, on the provision that 
a greater stake of investment in the station was offered to Catholic sources. 


e 1959 

o 31 October - Ulster Television launches at 4.45 pm. 
1960s[edit] 
e 1960 


o No events. 


e 1961 
o No events. 


e 1962 
o Ulster opens a second studio at its Havelock House, Belfast base. 


e 1963 
o 18 February - The Strabane transmitter opens, bringing coverage to the west of 
Northern Ireland for the first time. 


e 1964 
o Newsview replaces Roundabout as Ulster’s regional news programme. 


e 1965 
o No events. 


e 1966 
o No events. 


e 1967 
o No events. 


e 1968 
o August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 
o 14 September - The final edition of Ulster Television's listings magazine TV 
Post is published. Listings are subsequently carried in an Ulster edition 
of 7VTimes which now becomes a national publication on 21 September. 


e 1969 
o UTV Reports replaces Roundabout as Ulster’s regional news programme. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 
o 14 September - Ulster launches a colour television service, but only from 
the Divis transmitter. To mark the change, the logo is redesigned.2 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ITV is able to launch an afternoon service. 


e 1973 
o No events. 


e 1974 
o No events. 


e 1975 
o No events. 


e 1976 
o No events. 


e 1977 
o No events. 


e 1978 
o Ulster starts broadcasting in colour from the Brougher Mountain transmitter. 


e 1979 
o Good Evening Ulster replaces UTV Reports/Reports as Ulster’s regional news 
programme. It becomes the UK's first hour-long regional news programme. 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces Ulster Television off the air. The strike 
ends on 24 October. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o 31 October - To celebrate their 21st anniversary, Ulster commissions a new 
ident featuring a model the station logo embedded on four faces of a cube, 
coated in silver with a pole skewering the top and bottom of the cube.“ 


e 1981 
o No events. 


e 1982 
o Ulster restores all-day broadcasting hours. For the last few years it had 
broadcast reduced hours, not coming on air until 12 noon during the week when 
no schools programmes were being broadcast, and closing down every evening 
at 23:30. 


e 1983 


o 1 February - ITV's breakfast television service TV-am launches. It is a UK-wide 
service and therefore contains no Northern Irish-specific content. Consequently, 
Ulster’s broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 


e 1984 
o No events. 


e 1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 
o 7 September- 

= To coincide with the launch of the stations's evening magazine 
programme, Six Tonight, a new ident was used to introduce the programme, 
featuring a computer animated silver station logo on a blue/green 
backdrop. © 

= Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a full 
morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 


e 1988 
o 3 October - Ulster begins 24 hour broadcasting. Ulster had planned to 
commence 24-hour transmissions a month earlier but it was delayed because of 
a last minute decision to take the overnight service provided by Granada and not 
that provided by Central. 


e 1989 


o 1 January - A revised computer animation was introduced and the last to feature 
the logo first seen in 1970.4 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o No events. 


e 1991 
o 16 October - Ulster retains its licence. There were three applicants for the 
licence and the other two had tabled higher bids. However Television Northern 
Ireland (TVNI) was rejected because of its business plan and Lagan Television 
failed to meet the quality threshold. 


1992 
o No events. 


1993 

o 4 January - Ulster’s news service is renamed UTV Live. The programme 
broadcasts for 60 minutes, instead of 30. 

o 4 June -At 6 pm, UTV unveils a new logo. A new jingle was also introduced with 
a distinct Celtic sound. Since the start of 1993, continuity announcements and 
trailers referred increasingly to "UTV", and the station's news service was 
rebranded as UTV Live. With the new logo, the use of "Ulster Television" to 
identify the station was consigned to history. It also dropped ITV network 
promotions and introduced locally produced trails. 


1994 
o No events. 


1995 
o No events. 


1996 

o 7 October - UTV introduces a new series of idents which showcased scenic 
locations in Northern Ireland. These include the Giant's Causeway, a waterfall at 
Glenarriff, and Portaferry harbour. Some of the idents featured UTV personalities. 
[9] 


1997 
o No events. 


1998 

o 12 January - The 1996 logos are supplemented with a set of idents featuring 
people playing the UTV jingle on various musical instruments.22 

o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


1999 

o 8 March - Following the introduction of the /7V Evening News, UTV Live is 
brought forward by half an hour to start at 17:30. The first half-hour sees feature 
reports, light-hearted stories and the weather forecast branded as part of a 
separate programme, UTV Life, which ran before the main evening news, started 
at 18:00 and kept the UTV Live name. 

o 28 June - Ulster launches a second television channel, TV You. It is available only 
to viewers of digital terrestrial television and NTL cable. 


2000s[edit] 


2000 
o TV You is rebranded as UTV2. 


2001 
o No events. 


2002 

o 22 January - UTV2 closes following a deal with ITV Digital to replace UTV2 
with ITV2.24 

o UTV Live and UTV Life are merged into one hour-long programme, running from 
17:30. 

o 28 October - UTV adopts the new ITV ‘Celebrity’ idents as network ITV1, on 28 
October 2002. However these were gradually replaced with local versions 
featuring notable personalities and broadcasters from Northern Ireland. 22 


2003 

o 20 November - UTV replaces its network-inspired graphics with a series 
landscape films of Northern Ireland in their idents, in the form of 
a panorama shot as the camera revolved around a location.“ 


2004 
o No events. 


2005 
o No events. 


2006 

o 16 January - To coincide with the introduction of a new identity across ITV plc 
stations, UTV replaces its 2003 idents with a brand new set.“ The new idents 
featured newly recorded films shot across Northern Ireland, again in the form of 
panoramas.” The landscape films used in these idents are updated in July 2007 
and October 2008. 

o 26 May - The registered company name is changed from ‘Ulster Television plc' to 
'UTV plc'. The company believed that the existing name no longer reflected the 
full scope of the company's business.22 


2007 

o February - UTV Live and UTV Life are split into separate programmes and all 
bulletins outside of the main early evening programme are retitled UTV News. 
This continues until April 2009. 


2008 
o No events. 


2009 

o February - Mid-morning weekday and lunchtime weekend UTV Live bulletins are 
axed when the station is permitted to reduce their weekly news output from five 
hours and twenty minutes to four hours.2# 

o 27 April - UTV launches a 30-minute late evening news and current affairs 
programme, UTV Live Tonight, which follows the News at Ten on Monday - 
Thursday nights and incorporates the station's late news bulletin alongside 
extended political and business coverage. 

o Having scaled back in-vision to weekend evenings in recent years, UTV 
reintroduces in-vision continuity to weekday evenings. 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 
o 5 October - UTV HD launches, but only on Virgin Media.“ 


e 2011 
o 11 January - At 8 pm, UTV +1 launches. 


e 2012 
o 23 October - At just after 11.30 pm, Digital switchover is completed in the UK 
when analogue television signals in Northern Ireland are switched off.2# 
o 24 October - UTV HD launches on Freeview. 


e 2013 
o 4 November - UTV HD launches on Sky and Freesat.24 


e 2014 
o No events. 


e 2015 
o 1 January - UTV Ireland is launched. 
o 19 October - UTV Media announces that it will sell its ITV franchise and the UTV 
brand to ITV plc for £100 million, subject to regulatory approval.2" The sale was 
completed on 29 February 2016.24 


e 2016 
o 11 July - ITV plc sells UTV Ireland to Virgin Media Ireland for €10 million.22 
o 16 October - At 11.15 pm the last live in-vision announcement is made, marking 
the end of 57 years of transmission originating from Havelock House. 
o 29 September - The 30-minute long UTV Live Tonight is axed and replaced by a 
short-er ten-minute bulletin and a Monday night hour-long Monday night current 
affairs programme called View from Stormont.231 


e 2017 
o No events. 


e 2018 
o 1 July - ITV closes UTV's Havelock House studios and UTV begins broadcasting 
from a new state-of-the-art broadcast centre at City Quays 2 in the Belfast 
Harbour Estate. 


e 2019 
o No events. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 
e History of ITV television idents 


e Timeline of ITV 
e Timeline of television in Northern Ireland 
e Timeline of commercial television in the Republic of Ireland 
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STV 


Launched 30 May 2006; 13 years ago 


Network ITV 


Owned by STV Group plc 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience ITV Network: 
share 9.52% 

0.77% (+1) 

5.01% (HD) 

(June 2019, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast 


area 


Headquarters 


Replaced 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2F 


Virgin Media 


Central and northern Scotland 


Pacific Quay, Glasgow, Scotland 


Grampian Television 


(Northern Scotland); 


Scottish Television 


(Central Scotland) 


stv.tv 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 3 (SD)(all regions) 


Channel 33 (+1) (central west, north) 


Channel 103 (HD) (central west) 


Satellite 


Channel 103 (SD) (all regions) 
Channel 111 (HD)(central West) 


Channel 103 (HD) (all regions) 
Channel 215 (SD) (all regions) 


10906 V 22000 5/6 


11068 V 23000 2/3 S2 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 103 (HD) 


Channel 114 (+1) 
Streaming media 


STV Player Watch live 


(STV regions only) 


- Catch up 


(STV regions only) 


STV is a British free-to-air television channel serving Scotland. It operates the two 
Channel 3 Network licences in northern and central Scotland, formerly known 

as Grampian Television (now legally STV North) and Scottish Television (now 

legally STV Central Ltd). The brand was adopted on Tuesday 30 May 2006 replacing 
both franchises’ identities. STV celebrated its 60th birthday in 2017, with special 
programmes broadcast on STV and the now defunct STV2. 


In 2013, STV won licences to launch local TV channels in Glasgow and Edinburgh. STV 
Glasgow launched on 2 June 2014, with STV Edinburgh following on 12 January 2015. 
From 24 April 2017, the city channels were rebranded as "STV2" and operated in 
combination with new franchises centred on Aberdeen, Dundee and Ayr.™ STV2 closed 
down in June 2018. 


Programming[edit] 


The two licences still produce regional programmes, although the only difference 
between them is the respective news programmes: STV News broadcasts separate 
bulletins to Northern Scotland (including an opt-out for the Tayside area), Glasgow/West 
Central Scotland, and Edinburgh/East Central Scotland. There is no STV South as 
Southern Scotland is part of the ITV Border region (Border being owned by ITV plc) and 
programmes are presented there under the ITV Border brand. 


Emphasising the fact that STV is essentially one channel across the two regions, there is 
a single director of channels (Bobby Hain - former managing director of Scottish 
Television), and a single head of news (Gordon MacMillan - former head of news of 
Scottish TV). Terms in the renewed licences for both STV Central and STV North also 
mean that regional non-news programmes are shared (and identically scheduled) across 
both licences. 


Although the stations are only required to produce 1.5 hours a week of regional non- 
news programmes (a single arrangement covering both North and Central regions), the 
chief executive of STV Group plc, the stations have long aimed to deliver more output. 


Today, news and current affairs forms the bulk of STV's regular programming on 
Channel 3, which includes the topical analysis programme Scotland Tonight. The 
company also produces many Gaelic programmes, some of which are now produced for 
the Scots Gaelic-language channel, BBC Alba, alongside archive material 


including Speaking our Language and Machair. On a network scale, one of STV's most 
famous exports is the long-running crime drama Taggart, set in Glasgow. 


The network's range of programmes was dramatically expanded during the 1990s under 
director Alistair Moffat. Previous TV programming includes the serial dramas Take the 
High Road, Garnock Way & High Living, gameshows Now You See It and Wheel of 
Fortune, crime series Crimedesk with Bill Knox, long-running documentary series Weir's 
Way, lifestyle show Room at the Top, and Glen Michael's Cartoon Cavalcade, which 
lasted 26 years. Another of the station's best-known programmes, Scotsport, ran 
continuously for 51 years until May 2008 and remains one of the world's longest- 
running television sports programmes. 


Withdrawal of networked output[edit] 


In July 2009, STV announced that it was withdrawing some networked programmes such 
profile ITV network dramas from its schedules, instead preferring to concentrate on 
programming made within Scotland.“ The practice of dropping networked shows had 
been in operation for other programmes since November 2008 when STV announced it 
would opt out of programmes they claimed were not performing well in their broadcast 
region, including Sharpe's Peril, Al Murray's Happy Hour, Moving 

Wallpaper, Benidorm and The Alan Titchmarsh Show. ITV's coverage of the FA Cup was 
also dropped. 


ITV plc claimed that STV were in breach of their network agreements by making this 
decision and sued STV for £38 million.“ STV launched its own legal action against ITV 
plc,4 claiming the company was owed money and unhappy about promotional 
advertising of their services. The then executive chairman of ITV plc, Michael 

Grade claimed his company was the "victim" in the ongoing dispute. 


Amid many protests, the company's chief executive Rob Woodward admitted in 
December 2009 that STV had made a 'major mistake’ by dropping some of the 
networked dramas and replacing them in some cases with imported output, repeats and 
films. The company pledged to continue with its plan to produce more regional 
programming and opt out of networked output with further plans announced in August 
2010.2 


On 27 April 2011, ITV plc and STV settled their legal dispute, with the former receiving 
£18 million from STV.2%4 The £18 million consists of a £7.2 million cash payment 
payable in 2011 and £10.8 million either in programme rights at the end of the year or 
cash, as adjusted, depending on further discussions with ITV plc. The programming 
rights payment is capped at a maximum of £15 million. In addition, STV will receive 
£2.4 million of credit for programme opt outs in 2011.22 STV said it believed it was in 
the best interests of shareholders to end the long period of uncertainty. The parties 
have agreed the basis of a more collaborative relationship for the future. 


In March 2012, a deal was announced between ITV and the other Channel 3 licence 
holders which would transform its commercial relationship with them after the 
broadcasters negotiated new Channel 3 networking arrangements. The deal would see 
STV and UTV become "affiliates" of the network, meaning they would pay an up-front 
fee for the rights to broadcast ITV content. At the time, the licence holders paid a 
percentage of the Channel 3 network costs based on their share of qualifying revenue." 
241 Qn 23 August 2012 STV confirmed the new network agreement with ITV was in 
operation.22 


Ofcom investigation[edit] 


In March 2010, The Daily Telegraph reported that Ofcom would launch an investigation 
over claims that STV allowed the Scottish Government to influence its schedules and 
replace networked series with Scottish-based programmes.£# An Ofcom report released 
four months later cleared STV of allowing political interference within feature series, but 
18 short social action programmes were found to have been influenced too closely by 
sponsorship from Government agencies and initiatives.24 


Studios[edit] 
STV Central[edit] 


The STV studios in Glasgow were originally located in the former Theatre Royal in 

the Cowcaddens area of the city. The first programme broadcast by STV from the 
Theatre Royal studios was This is Scotland on 31 August 1957. In 1974, the company 
sold the Theatre Royal to Scottish Opera for conversion back to a full theatre and 
national opera house@# and moved into custom-built studios next door. The association 
with Cowcaddens ended in July 2006 when the station moved to new, smaller studios 


in Pacific Quay, alongside the Glasgow Science Centre. 


In Edinburgh, STV converted the Gateway Theatre in Leith Walk into colour studios 
during the mid-late 1960s - a facility which proved especially useful in 1969 when a fire 
gutted studio A at the Theatre Royal, killing two firemen. The Edinburgh studios later 
became a permanent production centre for Take the High Road before being closed in 
the early 1990s to save costs. STV's Edinburgh base now consists of smaller studios for 
local news and advertising operations. In April 2012, the Edinburgh operation was 
moved from George Street in the city centre to a new studio at Fountainbridge. 


STV North[edit] 


STV North's Aberdeen headquarters moved to new smaller studios in the 

city's Tullos area in June 2003, vacating a converted tram depot that had been used 
since Grampian Television's launch in September 1961. Expansions to the Queen's 
Cross complex were made in 1983 and 1987 - the former as part of a £5 million 
investment into the company's technical facilities. 


Around the time of the station's launch, Grampian also established premises in Dundee, 
later moving to Albany House in 1980 and Harbour Chambers in 1998. In April 2008, a 
new Dundee studio for local news and advertising operations was opened in the 
Seabraes area of the city. 


Grampian opened a base for local Highlands & Islands newsgathering in Inverness in 
1983, situated in Huntly Street, which remains open today. A studio complex 

in Stornoway was opened in 1993 to accommodate the expansion of the station's Scots 
Gaelic programming production. The studios closed in 2000 following the axing of the 
Gaelic news service, Te/efios. 


Grampian also established secondary studios in Edinburgh during the late 1960s from 
where some of the station's light entertainment programming was produced. The 
studios were closed in 1969. 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 
STV HD[edit] 


On 21 April 2010, STV plc. announced their intention to launch an HD channel on digital 
TV, before the 2010 World Cup.“2 The station launched on 6 June 2010, initially 
broadcasting on Freeview channel 51, from the Black Hill, Keelylang Hill 

and Bressay transmitters, and now broadcasts from all post-digital switchover 
transmitters in its coverage area. STV HD was also made available on Virgin 

Media channel 113 in STV's transmission area soon after the launch of Freeview. The 
channel follows the launch of ITV HD, which became available on 2 April 2010 to 
viewers in the Scottish borders (who are served by ITV Border), England and Wales. STV 
plc. had been in talks with BSkyB, Freesat and the ITV Network with a view to making 
STV HD available via Sky and Freesat soon after the channels’ initial launch.24 A test 
version of the channel was available free-to-air via satellite, but had to be manually 
tuned as it was not included on either the Sky or Freesat EPGs. 


In September 2013, STV announced via Twitter that STV HD will be available for the first 
time on the Sky and Freesat from April 2014, nearly four years after first launching the 
channel on Freeview and Virgin Media. '<enzeea STV HD was added to Freesat and Sky on 
28 April 2014.21 


Currently, STV HD is a single service across all of STV's transmission areas, carrying the 
programmes (including news and advertising) as seen in West Central Scotland, with no 
regional variations available. 


STV +1[edit] 


On 4 January 2011, Freeview announced details for the launch of ITV +1, together with 

the possibility that both STV and UTV would launch their own timeshift services, STV +1 
and UTV +1 in Scotland and Northern Ireland respectively.22 STV later confirmed that it 
would launch STV +1 at 8 pm on 11 January 2011. The channel is available to Freeview 
viewers on channel 33 and Virgin Media cable customers on channel 114. 


The timeshift channel STV+1 has been replaced with the micro Channel 3 region 
serving the Dundee area on satellite. STV+1 had been available on satellite till then, but 
not carried on either Sky EPG or Freesat channel guides. 


There are two regional variations of STV+1 on Freeview and Virgin. One for North and 
one for Central Scotland. The North service shows Aberdeen-based news and 
commercials and the Central service carries the West region news bulletins and 
commercials. The Edinburgh news programme is substituted in the evening on the 
Central +1 service. 


Regions and frequencies[edit] 
Regions[edit] 


STV serves central and northern Scotland. Within STV, Scotland is split into two regions 
and four sub-regions. Networked and regional programming is the same in both regions, 
apart from regional news and advertising. Within both regions, there are further opt- 
outs providing sub-regional news and commercials. 


STV North (formerly Grampian Television) is based in Aberdeen and serves Northern 
Scotland. The main news programme serving the area is the North edition of STV News 
at Six, alongside short regional bulletins (STV News/Good Morning Scotland) on 


weekdays. The main 6 pm programme on weeknights includes local opt-outs from 
Aberdeen (serving the North East and Highlands and Islands) 

and Dundee (serving Tayside and North East Fife). The two sub-regions also receive 
separate commercials. 


STV Central (formerly Scottish Television) is based at the STV Group headquarters in 
Glasgow and serves Central Scotland. Two editions of STV News at Six are produced and 
broadcast each weeknight from Edinburgh (for Fife, the Lothians and parts of Central 
Scotland), and Glasgow (for western parts of Central Scotland and Lochaber). The two 
sub-regions also receive separate late night news bulletins and local commercials. 
Lunchtime bulletins are broadcast from Glasgow across the Central region - the 
Glasgow newsroom also produces pan-regional bulletins for the North and Central 
regions at weekends. 


Altogether, the regions and sub-regions serve a population of 4,993,590. 


e STV North (pop: 1,309,110): 
o STV Aberdeen (pop: 827,390) - Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire, Highland (except Lochaber), Moray, na h-Eileanan Siar, Orkney 
and Shetland 
o STV Dundee (pop: 481,720) - Angus, Dundee, North East Fife, Perth and Kinross 
e STV Central (pop: 3,684,480): 
o STV Edinburgh (pop: 1,191,030) - Clackmannanshire, East Lothian, Edinburgh, 
Fife (except North East Fife), Midlothian and West Lothian 
o STV Glasgow (pop: 2,493,450) - Argyll and Bute, East Ayrshire, East 
Dunbartonshire, East Renfrewshire, Falkirk, Glasgow, Inverclyde, Lochaber, North 
Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, Stirling, South Ayrshire, South 
Lanarkshire, West Dunbartonshire. 
e The areas of Dumfries and Galloway and the Scottish Borders are currently served 
by ITV Border. 


Frequencies[edit] 


STV is broadcast on the Digital 3&4 multiplex from the following main transmitters (and 
their dependent relays): 


STV Centralf[edit] 
West East 
e Black Hill: Channel 43 e Craigkelly: Channe 


e Darvel: Channel 23 
e Rosneath: Channel 61 
e Torosay: Channel 25 


STV North[edit] 
North East, Highlands & Islands Tayside & North Eas 
e Durris: Channel 25 e Angus: Channel 53 


e Knockmore: Channel 23 

e Rosemarkie: Channel 49 

e Rumster Forest: Channel 24 
e Eitshal: Channel 23 


e Keelylang Hill: Channel 43 
e Bressay: Channel 25 


Retaining identity[edit] 


STV has resisted the adoption of the generic ITV branding that is now commonplace 
throughout the ITV plc regions in the south of Scotland, England and Wales, and 

the Channel Islands, although it has now adopted a single identity for both its 
franchises. The only mentioning of the ITV brand on Channel 3 in the STV regions occurs 
during live TV shows (like Ant & Dec's Saturday Night Takeaway), ITV Breakfast (Good 
Morning Britain and Lorraine), which operates as a separate station, networked 
programmes, and national ITV News bulletins. ITV is also the network sustaining feed, 
which is shown if technical difficulties occur at the STV studios. One such event 
occurred on the 20th October 2018, when an airing of a Harry Potter movie was 
knocked off air by an internal power cut.!24! 


Online presence[edit] 
Main article: stv.tv 


STV's official website, stv.tv, consists of news, sport, entertainment, weather, 
competitions and programming information. The website also features a video catch-up 
service, STV Player, offering a chance to see networked and regional programming aired 
on the station for 30 days after their original broadcast. Exclusive online programming 
in the form of regular video blogs are also produced for the website. In September 

2010 TV Genius’ content discovery platform was chosen by STV to incorporate an 

online recommender system for its STV site. 251261 


See also[edit] 


Television portal 


y- 
Pad scotiand portal 


e Scottish Broadcasting Commission 
e Sky Scottish 


e 52 
e STV2 
References[edit] 


1. ^ New channel STV2 to launch in April, stv.tv, 10 April 2017 


2. ^ "Gordon takes control of Scotland ..." Sunday Herald. Archived from the original on 25 
December 2007. Retrieved 3 October 2007. 
3. ^ Westminster speech by Rob Woodward Archived 28 July 2011 at the Wayback Machine, 


stvplc.tv, 16 October 2008 

4. ^ Tryhorn, Chris (11 September 2009). "STV defends dropping ITV dramas". The 
Guardian. London. Retrieved 23 May 2010. 

5. ^ Sweeney, Charlene (23 September 2009). "ITV to take STV to court over 38m 
programme bill". The Times. London. Retrieved 23 May 2010. 

6. ^ "ITV launches £38m STV legal claim". BBC News. 22 September 2009. Retrieved 23 
May 2010. 


7. ^ "UK| STV sues ITV in new legal action". BBC News. 17 November 2009. Retrieved 7 
January 2011. 

8. ^ “Michael Grade says ITV is the victim in battle with STV". BBC News. 8 December 2009. 
Retrieved 7 January 2011. 

9. ^ STV viewers to miss out on new ITV dramas, The Daily Telegraph, 1 August 2010 

10. ^ “STV agrees 18 million stg legal settlement with ITV". London South East. Reuters. 27 
April 2011. Retrieved 15 January 2015. 

11. ^ "STV ends legal stand-off with ITV". BBC News. 

12. ^ "DI STV Group PLC Settlement of Legal Actions with ITV". London Stock Exchange. 27 
April 2011. Retrieved 27 April 201 1 .\ecmanent dead tink) 

13. ^ Kanter, Jake (5 March 2012). "ITV strikes ‘landmark' agreements with STV and UTV". 
Broadcast. Retrieved 5 May 2013. 

14. ^ Farey-Jones, Daniel (5 March 2012). "ITV, STV and UTV agree new network 
arrangements". Media Week. Retrieved 5 May 2013. 

15. ^ "STV confirms network deal is up and running". BBC News. 23 August 2012. 
Retrieved 5 May 2013. 

16. ^ Johnson, Simon (3 March 2010). "Ofcom probes Alex Salmond 'cash-for-programmes' 
row". The Daily Telegraph. London. Retrieved 3 March 2010. 

17. * OFCOM broadcast bulletin - STV sponsorship report, 26 July 2010 

18. * The Theatre Royal : Entertaining a Nation by Graeme Smith ISBN 978-0-9559420-0-6 

19. ^ "STV Group plc Chairman's AGM Statement and IMS" (PDF). STV Group plc. 21 April 
2010. Archived from the original (PDF) on 28 July 2011. 

20. ^ "HD television is coming to STV". STV. Retrieved 1 June 2010. 

21. ^ "STV Launches HD Service on Freeview and Virgin Media". allmediascotland. 1 June 
2010. 

22. ^ "STV announces its HD channel to be on satellite from end of April". STV News. 26 
March 2014. 

23. ^ "ITV1 + 1 to launch on 11 January 2011". Freeview. Archived from the original on 9 
January 2011. Retrieved 11 January 2011. 

24. ^ https://twitter.com/WeAreSTV/status/1053949 783524675584 

25. ^ "TV Genius to Power Content Discovery for STV". Digital Spy. 13 September 2010. 
Retrieved 7 January 2011. 

26. ^ "STV opts for TV Genius". Cuesupplychain.com. 10 September 2010. Archived from the 
original on 8 July 2011. Retrieved 7 January 2011. 


External links[edit] 


e STV at stv.tv 
e STV Group plc 


Stv.tv 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


stv.tv 


S 


show 


Screeshot of stv.tv 


Type of site Portal 

Available in English 

Owner STV Group plc 

Created by STV 

Website www.stv.tv 

Alexa rank A 2,106 (UK) (April 2019)" 
Commercial Yes 

Registration Optional 

Launched May 2006 

Current status Online 


www.stv.tv is the URL of the website of the Scottish television channel, STV. The 
website's main features are the STV Player - the video on-demand service offered by 
the broadcaster, the STV News section - which also features Sport, Weather and 
Entertainment, plus an extensive Competition section. 


History[edit] 


stv.tv was first launched in May 2006, with the merger of Scottish TV and Grampian TV, 
both becoming "STV". The first incarnation of the website was simply the old Scottish TV 
website with the new STV logo and some new colours, whilst work was ongoing behind 
the scenes to launch a brand new site, with new features. 


Website builder, Dog Digital helped launch the new-look site in July 2006, with the aim 
of being Scotland’s main source of online information and entertainment, targeting a 
wide Scottish audience, with a younger market bias. Dog's remit had been to devise, 
deliver and develop a strategic digital marketing plan for the new online channel, 
including the design and integration of the new brand, navigation, and digital marketing 
in the form of a sizeable online campaign which would be activated to raise awareness 
of the new online channel. Along with the expected News, Sport, Weather and 
Programme pages, the site also had other stand-alone sections: stvbingo.tv, 

2 stvdate.tv and stvout.tv.“1 STV later took interest in other classified sites, including 
money-saving and consumer website, PeoplesChampion.com= and SmartyCars.com,= a 
car-selling and motoring site. All of these stand-alone sites would later close, one by 
one. 


STV began overhauling the website in August 2008, with the launch of their online 
catch-up service, stv.tv/video, developed by online video specialists, Brightcove. Over 
the coming months, the various sections of the site were updated with the new layout, 
and more programme pages were created, including for shows from the ITV Network. 


In early 2009. STV launched its new online classified recruitment service, stvjobs.com. 
™ The site was supported by a multi-million pound media campaign including TV, Radio, 
Cinema, Online, Direct and Outdoor Advertising. The website closed in 2013. 


In July 2009, the Video section of the site was relaunched as "STV Player", with added 
functionality, including parental controls and TV schedules. @ 


STV Casino,™ in partnership with NetPlay TV, was launched on air and online in 
September 2009, and closed February 2010. The following year, STV launched another 
casino website, STV Live Casino® in July 2011. 


STV Holidays?» was launched in 2011, in partnership with Barrhead Travel. The website 
would later be rebranded as "ScottishPassport.com", to accompany the STV series, 
before closing down altogether. 


STV Locaf#, an initiative which aimed to create a network of hyper-local websites 
across Scotland, was launched in June 2011. The first areas to launch were Airdrie, 
Bellshill, Coatbridge, Cumbernauld, Motherwell and Wishaw. The service was rolled out 
across the whole of Scotland over the following two years. The local services were 
closed in July 2013, before the launch of dedicated websites for the cities of Aberdeen, 
Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow later that year. The initiative was then quietly dropped, 
with the City websites redirecting to their relevant sections of the STV News website. 


In October 2016, after the success of the STV Children's Appeal, the company 
launched The Scottish Children’s Lottery. The Scottish Children’s Lottery operates 
independently of STV in accordance with the requirements of the licences from the UK 
Gambling Commission. Lottery draws are broadcast on STV every Monday and 
Thursday. 


In mid-2017, the STV Player was made the homepage of stv.tv, with the small News and 
Competitions sections on the homepage removed, with just a link to those pages at the 
header and footer of the page. 
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e itv.com 
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For the second UK commercial television network (sometimes referred to as "ITV2") 
proposed during the 1960s and 1970s, see Fourth UK television service. 


Owned by ITV Digital Channels 


| Launched 7 December 1998; 20 years ago 


ITV2 


(ITV plc) 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky 


1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 
3.39% 

0.40% (+1) 

(June 2019, BARB) 


TV. And then some. 


United Kingdom 


ITVBe 
CITV 
ITV Box Office 


ITV2 +1 


www.itv.com/hub/itv2 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 6 
Channel 27 (+1) 


Satellite 


Channel 113 
Channel 114 (+1) 


Channel 118 (HD) 


(UK only) 


Astra 2E (28.2°E) 


Astra 2G (28.2°E) 


Virgin Media (UK) 


Naxoo 


(Switzerland) 


UPC Switzerland 


WightFibre 


SwisscomTV 


(Switzerland) 


Channel 218 (+1) 
Channel 816 (SD) 


10758 V 22000 5/6 
10891 H 22000 5/6 (+1) 


11053 H 23000 3/4 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 115 


Channel 116 (+1) 


Channel 176 (HD) 


Channel 218 


Channel 160/176 


Channel 6 


IPTV 


Channel arbitrary 


Streaming media 


ITV Hub 


TVPlayer 


Virgin TV 
Anywhere 


Sky Go 


Watch live (UK only) 


Watch live (UK only) 


Watch live (UK only) 


Watch live 


(UK only) 


ITV2 is a British free-to-air television channel owned by ITV Digital Channels, a division 
of ITV plc." It was launched on 7 December 1998. For a number of years, it had the 
largest audience share after the five analogue terrestrial stations, a claim now held by 
its sister service ITV3”! both of which are freely available to a majority of households. 


The channel is known for American programming such as Gossip Girl and The Vampire 
Diaries; repeats of recently aired episodes of soap operas and other entertainment 
programming from ITV such as Coronation Street and Emmerdale; spin-off shows such 
as I'm a Celebrity: Extra Camp, and original programming such as Celebrity 

Juice and Love Island. 


History[edit] 


Prior to the launch of Channel 4 in 1982, the name "ITV2" had sometimes been used to 
refer informally to an envisioned second commercial network in the UK. However, the 
name resurfaced in the late 1990s for very different reasons. The launch of digital 
terrestrial television services in the UK saw each existing analogue terrestrial 
broadcaster given a slice of bandwidth with which to carry their existing service after 
analogue switch-off with space left over for new channels. Whilst strictly speaking this 
space belonged to each regional contractor for use within their own region, ITV had 
undergone a series of buy-outs earlier on in the decade, the three players operating the 
majority of the network, Granada, Carlton and United News & Media jointly launched 
ITV2 in 1998 to be broadcast to most of the country as a uniform service. Whilst free-to- 
air, it was marketed alongside their own subscription based ONdigital platform. Other 
ITV licensees, SMG, UTV and GMTV launched their own services in the space (see 
below). 


While ITV2 is now a popular entertainment channel, at its launch in 1998 it was a mixed 
genre channel. Much of the original content in its launch schedule was current affairs 
related programming fronted by ITV newscasters. Katie Derham presented a weekly 
media programme called Wide Angle, John Suchet fronted a weekly current affairs 
discussion programme called Who, What, Why, and Irevor McDonald presented an 
interview series, Trevor McDonald Meets....21 Other programmes included Midsomer 
Murders, Inspector Morse, Judge Judy, omnibus editions of ITV 

soaps Emmerdale and Coronation Street, and a Saturday football results service. 


In June 2004, ITV plc announced that they were going to double the channel's 
programme budget, and would add more American series and movies. On 1 November 
2004, in an attempt to launch ITV3 on Sky, ITV2 moved from 175 to 118 on Sky after ITV 
plc bought GSkyB for £10 million. As a result, Plus was permanently closed down, with 
its EPG slot taken by ITV3. 


ITV plc launched a one-hour timeshift channel of ITV2 on Monday, 30 October 2006. The 
company is looking to its digital channels to shore up revenues as the ITV Network 
suffers a decline in viewers. ITV3 +1 was launched on the same day. 


ITV2 and its one-hour timeshift channel began broadcasting 24 hours a day on 17 March 
2008.2 


From 11 January 2011, ITV2 +1 on the Freeview platform has changed its broadcasting 
hours to 7:00 pm until 4:00 am On 1 June 2011, an additional hour was added in 


England, Northern Ireland and Scotland, allowing ITV2 +1 to start at 6:00 pm On 2 
August 2011, ITV2 +1 began to broadcast 24 hours a day on Freeview across the UK, 
using an eleventh stream created on mux A. 


As part of the changes, ITV2 +1 swapped slots on Sky's electronic programme guide 
with Men & Motors, resulting in the timeshift channel making a significant jump from 
channel 184 to 131. It is now Sky 218. 


GMTV2 programming moved from ITV2 to ITV4. The strand continues to be simulcast on 
the CITV channel. 


On 20 August 2008, ITV2 unveiled a new look. The logo was given a 3D look, with three 
new idents. 


ITV2 was launched on UPC Ireland in the Republic of Ireland on 4 January 2010, marking 
the first time the channel has been officially available in the country. The channel had 
already been (and remains) available to Irish viewers on free-to-air satellite for some 
time, however it is still not listed in the Sky electronic programme guide. On 1 April 
2011, ITV2 was removed from UPC Ireland along with ITV3 and ITV4 due to the expiry of 
a carriage agreement between UPC and ITV. UPC Ireland claim that ITV is not ina 
position to renegotiate the deal because ITV had struck a deal with another channel 
provider to provide it with exclusive rights to air certain content from the channels. 
Conversely, UPC Ireland also claims to have been in discussions right up to the last 
moment to continue broadcasting the channels.“ ITV2, ITV3 and ITV4 were restored to 
the UPC Ireland line-up on 20 December 2011. TV3 and its sister channel 3e already 
hold carriage agreement to air certain ITV content within the Republic of Ireland, 
alternatively UTV is available within the Republic. ITV2 is available along with ITV3 and 
ITV4 within Switzerland, all three channels are available on SwisscomTV and UPC 
Cablecom. 


ITV2 was made available on Freeview in the Channel Islands on 29 February 2012, a few 
months after ITV plc bought Channel Television from Yattendon Group plc.” 


Most watched programmes[edit] 


The following is a list of the six most watched shows on ITV2, based on Live +28 data 
supplied by BARB up to 10 January 2019.44 
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Awards[edit] 


ITV2 won Channel of the Year at the Broadcast Digital Awards in 2007" and again in 
2013.42 It was also named Non-Terrestrial Channel of the Year at the Edinburgh 
International Television Festival in 2007.42 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 
ITV2 +1[edit] 


ITV2 +1 launched 30 October 2006 along with ITV3 +1 it was allocated channel 
number 211 on Sky, on 6 May 2008 it was announced that ITV2 +1 would swap 

with Men & Motors on the Sky EPG making a jump from 184 to 131." This channel is 
often unable to broadcast certain programmes "for legal reasons", but the programme 
in question might still be listed on the EPG. ITV2+1 currently resides on Sky channel 
218. 


ITV2+1 is also available on Freeview (including YouView, BT TV & TalkTalk TV) channel 
27; Virgin Channel 116 


ITV2 HD[edit] 


ITV2 HD, a high-definition simulcast of ITV2, launched on 7 October 2010 on Sky 
channel 225.2448! The channel was initially available through Sky's pay- 

subscription service in a non-exclusive deal,2%2" before being added to Virgin Media's 
service on 14 March 2013.22 Original HD programming includes entertainment 

shows, Britain's Got More Talent, The Xtra Factor and I'm a Celebrity: Extra Camp; 
original drama such as the third and fourth series of Secret Diary of a Call Girl; and 
acquired content including The Vampire Diaries and Gossip Girl and a range of movies. 


Former local variants[edit] 


S2[edit] 
Main article: S2 (TV channel) 


S2 was a television station broadcast throughout the Scottish and Grampian ITV regions 
by SMG plc, the holder of the Scottish and Grampian region ITV franchises. S2, which 
aired on the digital terrestrial platform, was launched 30 April 1999 and closed just over 
two years later - as part of a deal with ITV Digital - on 27 July 2001. 


By the end of its life, it had lost nearly all of its Scottish programmes and 
mainly simulcast ITV2, but covered the ITV2 graphic with an opaque S2 graphic.) 


UTV2[edit] 
Main article: UTV2 


UTV2 was a television station broadcast by UTV Media plc on Digital Terrestrial 
Television in Northern Ireland. It was launched in 1999 as TV You. The programming 
consisted primarily of simulcasts with the ITV2 station shown in England, Wales and 
the Scottish Borders, although they did also use archive broadcasts from UTV. UTV2 
closed on 22 January 2002 following a deal with ITV Digital and was replaced by the 
national variant. 


Branding[edit] 


When the channel launched, the logo was very similar in style to the ITV logo at the 
time and ITV were worried the channel looked just like an extension of ITV and didn't 
offer anything new. It was soon after this that the channel received a complete overhaul 
along with the other ITV channels in 2006. The channel received a new lime green logo, 
chosen as ITV thought it had a young fresh feel to it. The channel also received six 

new idents which all had names beginning with 'Too' to relate to the 2 in the channel's 
name. They were called; "Too Fast", "Too Hot", "Too Cold, "Too Expensive", "Too 
Glamorous" and "Too Loud". Each of the idents were made up of a mix of shades of 
green to match the channel's logo. 


In 2008, the channel received another new look. The green logo was kept but edited. 
The channel now had a new 3D logo to try to make the channel look more modern and 
appealing to a younger audience. 


During Newcastle United's run in the 2004-05 UEFA Cup, the channel was rebranded 
as ITV Toon on matchdays, referring to the club's nickname the Toon. The channel's 
yellow and blue idents changed to black and white, to match the club's colours. 22! 


In line with the corporate rebranding of ITV, ITV2 received a new look on 14 January 
2013. The channel's slogan became "the home of infectious entertainment", and 
received a "hot red" version of the logo and red on-screen identity including new idents. 
[24] 


ITV2 presentation was given a refresh on 12 August 2015, with new branding, idents, 
the introduction of gif style bite-sized promos, and a re-boot of the channel's social 
feeds, spanning YouTube, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram along with the launch of 
new ITV2 channels on Snapchat and Tumblr. As part of the refresh, the logo kept its 
previous state but was changed colour from hot red to turquoise.22 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of television programmes broadcast by ITV2 


e American Dad! (2016-present) 


e Celebrity Juice (2008-present) 
e The Cleveland Show (2016-present) 


e Coronation Street (Repeats and Omnibus: 1998-present) 
e The Ellen DeGeneres Show (2016-present) 

e Emmerdale (Repeats and Omnibus: 1998-present) 

e Family Guy (2016-present) 

e Ibiza Weekender (2015-present) 

e l'm a Celebrity: Extra Camp (2002-present) 

e Love Island (2015-present) 

e Plebs (2013-present) 

e Release the Hounds (2013-present) 

e Singletown (2019-present) 

e Supermarket Sweep (2019-present) 

e Superstore (2018-present) 

e Take Me Out: The Gossip (2011-present) 

e Two and a Half Men (2014-present; series 9-12 only) 
e The Vampire Diaries 

e The X Factor (Repeats: 2004-present) 

e You've Been Framed! (Repeats: 1998-present) 


On-air identity[edit] 


Second ITV2 logo, used from 19 November 2001 to 13 July 2003 


Third ITV2 logo, used from 14 July 2003 to 15 January 2006 


E921 


Fourth ITV2 logo, used from 16 January 2006 to 19 August 2008 


v2 


Former ITV2 HD logo, used from 14 January 2013 to 12 August 2015 


ip 2® 


The current ITV2 HD logo used since 13 August 2015 
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ITV3 
Launched November 1, 2004; 15 years ago 
Owned by ITV Digital Channels 
(ITV plc) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 2.08% 
0.17% (+1) 
(June 2019, BARB) 


Slogan The keeper of ITV's treasured and 


timeless drama 


Country United Kingdom 
Replaced Plus 
Sister ITV 
channel(s) ITV2 
ITV4 
ITVBe 
CITV 


ITV Box Office 


Timeshift ITV3 +1 


service 
Website www.itv.com/hub/itv3 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 10 
Channel 34 (+1) 
Satellite 
Freesat Channel 115 
Channel 116 (+1) 
Sky Channel 119 (SD/HD) 
(UK only) Channel 219 (+1) 


Channel 817 (SD) 


Astra 2E (28.2°E) 10891 H 22000 5/6 
10906 V 22000 5/6 


Astra 2G (28.2°E) 11068 H 23000 3/4 (HD) 
11097 V 23000 3/4 (HD) 


Cable 
Virgin Channel 117 
Media (UK) Channel 174 (+1) 


Channel 177 (HD) 


Virgin Channel 131 
Media (Ireland) 


Naxoo Channel 219 


(Switzerland) 


UPC Cablecom Channel 161/177 


(Switzerland) 
WightFibre Channel 7 
IPTV 

SwisscomTV Channel arbitrary 
(Switzerland) 

Streaming media 
ITV Hub Watch live (UK only) 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere Watch live (Ireland only) 
Sky Go Watch live 


(UK only) 


ITV3 is a British free-to-air television channel owned by ITV Digital Channels, a division 
of ITV plc. The channel was launched on 1 November 2004, replacing Granada Plus. 
ITV3 is the sixth largest UK television channel by audience share and the largest after 
the five main terrestrial services, the position which was previously held by its sister 
station ITV2. The channel is known for UK dramas, including sequential re-runs 

of Agatha Christie's Poirot, Classic Coronation Street, Classic 

Emmerdale, Heartbeat and Inspector Morse, amongst others. 


History[edit] 


ITV3 was launched on the terrestrial (Freeview), cable (Virgin Media) and digital satellite 
(Sky) on 1 November 2004 at 9pm, with the UKTV premiere of John Rankin's Rebus. It is 
also available on TalkTalk TV IPTV and Freesat. ITV3 came about when ITV took full 
control of Granada Sky Broadcasting, and ceased broadcasting the Granada 

Plus channel, thereby allowing ITV3 to take the channel number and bandwidth, 


meaning all platforms could receive the channel from launch. ITV3 was also the only 
channel in the ITV brand not to simulcast CITV breakfast, until ITV launched two 
channels in 2014, ITVBe and ITV Encore. 


The channel had been available from launch on UPC Ireland, but was withdrawn on 22 
March 2006. This is believed'’“™4 to have been at the request of ITV plc, which had 
previously barred Irish newspapers from publishing details of ITV channels and regions 
other than UTV and Men & Motors. The channel had already been (and remains) 
available to Irish viewers on free-to-air satellite for some time, however it has not been 
listed in the Sky electronic programme guide since its removal on 25 January 2006. ITV3 
returned to UPC Ireland in the Republic of Ireland on 4 January 2010. 


As Freeview announced plans for a retune on 30 September 2009, ITV3 moved to an 
alternative multiplex. Viewers in areas that have completed switchover who receive 
their signal from a local relay transmitter and receive ‘Freeview Lite’, are no longer be 
able to receive ITV3.4 


On 1 April 2011, ITV3 was removed from UPC Ireland along with ITV2 and ITV4 due to 
the expiry of a carriage agreement between UPC and ITV. UPC Ireland claim that ITV is 
not in a position to renegotiate the deal because ITV had struck a deal with another 
channel provider to provide it with exclusive rights to air certain content from the 
channels. Conversely, UPC Ireland also claims to have been in discussions right up to 
the last moment in order to continue broadcasting the channels.“ ITV2, ITV3 and ITV4 
were restored to the UPC Ireland line-up on 20 December 2011. TV3 and its sister 
channel 3e already hold carriage agreement to air certain ITV content within the 
Republic of Ireland, alternatively UTV is available within the Republic. ITV2 is available 
along with ITV3 and ITV4 within Switzerland, all three channels are available 

on SwisscomTV and UPC Cablecom. 


It was announced by ITV on 20 September 2017 that re-runs of classic episodes 

of Coronation Street will air twice on weekdays.” The repeat run began on 2 October 
2017 with the episodes originally broadcast on 15 and 20 January 1986. The episodes 
air from 2:40pm on weekday afternoons and are repeated at 6:00am the following day 
(except Friday's episodes, which are repeated on the following Monday). 


On 28 February 2018, a new feed of ITV3 was launched on Freeview on channel 788.4 


It was announced by ITV on 5 January 2019 that re-runs of classic episodes 

of Emmerdale will air twice on weekdays. Two classic episodes were retransmitted 
between Mondays to Fridays at 1:45 pm until 2:40 pm from 21 January 2019. The first 
episodes shown were from episode 1403 (originally transmitted on Tuesday 14 
November 1989) onwards.Until September 2019 The first three episodes were repeated 
between 1:00am and 2:20am on the following Saturday morning with the remaining 
seven episodes repeated between 1:20am to 4:30am on the following Sunday. They are 
now repeated at 7:00am the following day (except Friday's episodes, which are 
repeated on the following Monday). 


Crime Thriller Awards[edit] 


The ITV3 Crime Thriller Awards were first held on 3 October 2008, and were broadcast 
on ITV3 three days later. ITV3 controller Emma Tennant devised the awards to "cement 
ITV3's reputation as the home of great storytelling and, in particular, great crime 
thrillers".22 In 2009, the awards were merged with the Crime Writers' 

Association Daggers. 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 
ITV3 +1[edit] 


ITV launched a one-hour timeshift channel of ITV3 on Monday 30 October 2006, it was 
allocated channel number 213 on Sky. This is now used by Channel W.24 ITV2 +1 was 
launched on the same day.” This channel is often unable to broadcast certain 
programmes "for legal reasons", but the programme in question might still be listed on 
the EPG. The channel launched on Freeview on 15 October 2013 using downtime from 
ITV-owned shopping channel The Store. Initially on Freeview, ITV3 +1 broadcast from 
01:00 till 06:00 - these hours were extended and brought forward in February 2014, 
now airing from 18:00 till 00:00 in the higher EPG slot of channel 34. On 25 August 
2015, ITV3 +1 extended its hours on Freeview to 18:00 till 06:00 and then in March 
2016 it went back to closing at midnight. 


ITV3 HD[edit] 


A high-definition simulcast of ITV3, ITV3 HD, was launched on 15 November 2010 on 
Sky.324 The channel was initially available through Sky's pay subscription service in a 
non-exclusive deal, 19 before being added to Virgin Media's service on 14 March 2013. 
u1 |TV3 HD offers most of the ITV3 catalogue of recent drama in high definition, 
including Lewis and Agatha Christie's Marple and factual series such as Joanna Lumley's 
Nile and Martin Clunes' Islands of Britain. 


Branding[edit] 
2013 rebranding[edit] 


In line with the corporate rebranding of ITV, ITV3 received a new look on 14 January 
2013. The channel was described as the "keeper of ITV's treasured and timeless 
drama", with a new "midnight blue" logo and idents that feature stories told in shadow- 
puppet style animation inside glass bell jars.22 


Viewership and programming[edit] 


The channel is mainly aimed at the over-35 audience, and much of its output consists of 
reruns of older ITV drama series and sitcoms. The company are hoping to use it, and 
extra investment into its ITV2 channel, to triple non-terrestrial revenue within five years 
and this has led to the network purchasing the exclusive terrestrial television rights to a 
number of newer and in some cases popular US drama series, such as NUMB3RS and 
more recently Law & Order: Trial by Jury. 


During the 2007 Rugby World Cup, ITV3 broadcast some of the matches while ITV1 (now 
ITV) and ITV4 were showing live European football matches which were being played at 
the same time and in the days when ITV4 was an evenings only service, ITV3 broadcast 
live weekend coverage of the Tour de France, and more recently, the ITV Racing.&” 


Current programming[edit] 


e Agatha Christie's Marple e Man About the Hot 
e Agatha Christie's Poirot e Marcella 

e An Audience with... e Midsomer Murders 
e Brief Encounters e Mr Selfridge 

e Classic Coronation Street e Murder, She Wrote 


e Classic Emmerdale e Northern Lights 


DCI Banks 

Doc Martin 
Downton Abbey 
The Durrells 

e Endeavour 

e Foyle's War 


¢ George and Mildred 
e The Good Karma Hospital 


Grantchester 

Heartbeat (Series 11-18 only) 
Home Fires 

Honest 

It'll Be Alright on the Night 
Inspector Morse 

ITV Specials 

Judge Judy 

Lewis 

The Loch 

Long Lost Family 

Love Your Garden 


Former programming[edit] 


e 8 Simple Rules 

e The Bill (now on Drama and W) 
e Born and Bred (now on Drama) 
e Cadfael (now on Drama) 

e Cracker 

e Crossing Jordan 

e Columbo (now on ITV4) 
e The Commander 

e Daily Cooks Challenge 
e Dragnet 


Dickinson's Real Deal 

Due South 

French Fields (now on Drama) 

Fresh Fields (now on Drama) 

Goodnight Sweetheart (now on Gold) 
e Hornblower (Shown on ITV4) 
e The House of Eliott (now on Drama) 
e In Loving Memory 


e fronside 
e Kojak (now on ITV4) 
e The Knock 


e Liverpool 1 

e Lovejoy (now on Drama) 
e May the Best House Win 
e Monarch of the Glen 


On the Buses (Seri: 
Paul O'Grady's Ani 
Paul O'Grady: Fort 
Piers Morgan's Life 
Rising Damp 

Road to Avonlea 
The Royal 
Scott & Bailey 

The Street 

The Syndicate 

This Time Next Yee 
Sunday Night at th 
Tonight at the Lon 
A Touch of Frost 
Unforgotten 

Vera 

Victoria 

Wild at Heart 

Wire in the Blood 


You're Only Young 


e Mr Bean (now on ITV4) 

e = Murder in Suburbia 

e Never the Twain (now on ITV4) 

e Only When I Laugh (now on ITV4) 

e Peak Practice 

e Pie in the Sky (now on Drama) 

e The Practice 

e Prime Suspect 

e Rebus (now on Drama and Alibi) 

e Rosemary & Thyme (now on Drama) 

e Rumpole of the Bailey (now on Drama) 

e Taggart (now on Drama) 

e Tales of the Unexpected (now on Sky Arts) 
e The Two Ronnies (now on Gold) 

Trial and Retribution (now on Drama) 

The Vice 

Where the Heart Is (now on Drama) 

Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? (now on Challenge) 
e Wycliffe (now on Drama) 


Most watched programmes[edit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched broadcasts on ITV3 since launch, based 
on Live +7 data supplied by BARB.2" 


Number of 


Programme r 
g Viewers 


Foyle's War 1,710,000 23 March 2013 


1,504,000 


14 July 2012 


1,486,000 


16 July 2012 


14 January 
2012 


1,473,000 


Foyle's War 


21 January 
2012 


1,467,000 


1,429,000 


1 July 2012 


Midsomer 
Murders 


4 February 
1,405,000 2012 
Foyle's War 
13 February 
1,346,000 2011 


On-air identity[edit] 


First ITV3 logo, used from 1 November 2004 to 15 January 2006 


fitv El 


Second ITV3 logo, used from 16 January 2006 to 13 January 2013 


'Uw3 
Third and current ITV3 logo used since 14 January 2013 
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Un G 


Launched 1 November 2005; 14 years ago 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Replaced 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Freeview 


ITV Digital Channels 
(ITV plc) 


1080i HDTV 

(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 

the SDTV feed) 

1.10% 

0.04% (+1) 

(June 2019, BARB) 

The home of sport and cult classics 


United Kingdom 


ITV News Channel 


CITV 
ITV Box Office 


ITV4 +1 


www.itv.com/hub/itv4 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 24 
Channel 59 (+1) 


Satellite 


Freesat 


Sky 


Astra 2E (28.2°E) 


Astra 2G (28.2°E) 


Virgin Media 


Virgin Media 


Ireland 


Naxoo 


(Switzerland) 


UPC Cablecom 


(Switzerland) 


WightFibre 


SwisscomTV 


(Switzerland) 


Channel 117 
Channel 154 (+1) 


Channel 120 (HD) 
Channel 220 (+1) 


Channel 818 (SD) 


10758 V 22000 5/6 


11097 V 23000 3/4 (HD) 


Cable 
Channel 118 (SD) 
Channel 175 (+1) 


Channel 178 (HD) 


Channel 132 


Channel 220 


Channel 162/178 


Channel 8 


IPTV 


Channel arbitrary 


Streaming media 


\ITV Hub Watch live (UK only) 


|'TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere Watch live (Ireland only) 
|Sky Go Watch live 

(UK only) 


ITV4 is a British free-to-air television channel which was launched on 1 November 2005. 
It is owned by ITV Digital Channels, a division of ITV plc, and is part of the ITV network. 
The channel has a male-orientated line-up, including sport, police shows, Bond films and 
US comedies and dramas, as well as classic ITV action series of the 1960s and 1970s. 
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ITVBe 
& 

(Launched 8 October 2014; 5 years ago 
Network ITV 
Owned by ITV Digital Channels 

(ITV plc) 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 

(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 

the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky (UK only) 


Astra 2E (28.2°E) 


0.31% 
0.04% (+1) 
(June 2019, BARB) 


Life worth sharing 


United Kingdom 


ITV4 
CITV 
ITV Box Office 


ITVBe +1 


www.itv.com/hub/itvbe 


Availability 


Channel 26 
Channel 58 (+1) 


Satellite 


Channel 118 
Channel 119 (+1) 


Channel 131 
Channel 231 (+1) 


10758 V 22000 5/6 


10891 H 22000 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 119 
Channel 120 (+1) 
Channel 179 (HD) 


Streaming media 


ITV Hub Watch live (UK only) 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Sky Go Watch live 

(UK only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 


ITVBe is a British free-to-air television channel owned by ITV Digital Channels, a 
division of ITV plc. The channel launched on 8 October 2014 ™. ITVBe targets the young 
female audience, airing reality and unscripted shows, including US imports such as The 
Real Housewives series, Million Dollar Listing New York and Botched; and original 
programming such as Dinner Date and most notably The Only Way Is Essex. 


A high-definition simulcast, ITVBe HD, launched on Virgin Media on 19 November 2014, 
along with a one-hour timeshift feed, ITVBe +1. Both subsidiary channels were exclusive 
to Virgin until the ITVBe +1 service was made available on Sky and Freesat on 15 
December 2014. 


Programming[edit] 


e 60 Minute Makeover (repeats) 

e Absolutely Ascot 

e Amber and Dolly: 9-5 

e Back To Mine 

e Be Beautiful 

e Be Tasty 

e Celebrity Showmance (repeats) 
e Chris and Olivia: Crackin’ On 


e Dating in the Dark 
e Dinner Date 


Celebrity Dinner Date 

Dress To Impress 

Elliott and Sadie's Wedding 

Elliott Wright: Playa in Marbella 

Fearne & Gok: Off The Rails 

Fearne and Vicky on the Road 

Ferne McCann: First Time Mum 

FYI Daily 

Gemma Collins: Diva Espana 

Gemma Collins: Diva Forever 
Girlfriends (repeats) 

Groundhog Date 

Ibiza Weekender (repeats) 

I Do I Do I Do 

Jack And Dani: Life After Love Island 
Kate's Wardrobe Secrets 

Ladies of London 

Life on Marbs 

The Magaluf Weekender (repeats) 

Mark Wright's Hollywood Nights (repeats) 
May the Best House Win (repeats) 
Minors in Designer 

Olly: Life on Murs 

Pampered Pooches: Hollywood 

Party Wright Around the World (repeats) 
Peter Andre's Bad Boyfriend Club 

Peter Andre: My Life (repeats) 

Prom Crazy: Frocks and Ferraris 
Release the Hounds: Famous & Freaked 
Release the Hounds: Halloween Special 
Sam & Billie Faiers: The Mummy Diaries 
Sam Faiers: The Baby Diaries 

Sam Faiers: The Mummy Diaries 

Secret Dates 

Seven Days with... 

Spa Wars 

Tamara's World 

Tanya's Extreme Therapies 

The Hot Desk 


The Only Way Is Essex 
The Real Housewives of Cheshire 


There's Something About Megan 
Totally Unbelievable 

Utterly Outrageous Celebrity Bodies 
Utterly Outrageous Celebrity Weddings 
Utterly Outrageous Frock Ups 

What Camilla Did Next 

When Do You Get Off? 


e Who's Doing the Dishes? (repeats) 
International series[edit] 


Atlanta Plastic 

Bachelor in Paradise 

Beauty and the Geek 

Below Deck 

Bethenny & Fredrik 
Bethenny Getting Married 
Big Ang 

Big Rich Atlanta 

Big Rich Texas 

Botched 

Botched by Nature 

Bridezillas 

Bridezillas: The Boot Camp 
Bring It! 

Buyer's Bootcamp 

Buying and Selling 

Cake Hunters 

Cake Wars 

Candidly Nicole 

Chrisley Knows Best 

e Cupcake Wars 

e Cyrus vs Cyrus: Design and Conquer 
e Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders 
e Date My Ex: Jo & Slade 

e David Tutera's CELEBrations 
e Don't Be Tardy... 

e Fixer Upper 


Flipping Out 
Game of Crowns 
e Halloween Wars 
e /Dream of NeNe: The Wedding 
e Income Property 
e I Wanna Marry "Harry" 
e Jerseylicious 
e Kandi's Ski Trip 
e Kandi's Wedding 
e Kendra on Top 
e Little Women: LA 
e Love in the Wild 
e Love Island Australia 


Love Island USA 

Marriage Boot Camp: Reality Stars 
e Married to Medicine 
e Married to Medicine: Houston 


e Manzo'd with Children 

e Miami Monkey 

e Million Dollar Listing 

e Million Dollar Listing New York 

e Million Dollar Listing San Francisco 
e Mob Wives 

e Mob Wives Chicago 

e Newlyweds: The First Year 

e Paris Hilton's My New BFF 

e Rich Kids of Beverly Hills 

e Sell It Like Serhant 

e So Sharp 

e Selling It in the ATL 

e Southern Charm 

e Tamra's OC Wedding 

e Teresa Checks In 

e The Bachelor 

e The Bachelorette 

e The Jeremy Kyle Show USA 

e The Kandi Factory 

e The Millionaire Matchmaker 

e The Real Housewives (various versions) 
e There Goes the Motherhood 

e Vanderpump Rules 

e Vanderpump Rules: Jax and Brittany Take Kentucky 
e Yummy Mummies 


Most watched programmes[edit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched episodes of a series on ITVBe since the 
channel began broadcasting in October 2014. Figures are based on Live +7 data 
supplied by BARB. The Only Way Is Essex is consistently the highest rated series on 
ITVBe. 


| 


Viewe 


v= Date 
(million 


s) 


Ran 


9 November 
2014 


The Only Way Is 
Essex 


17 April 2016 


122 14 October 2018 


23 September 


4 eal 2018 
5 1.19 10 April 2016 
6 1.18 10 October 2014 
7 1.18 30 October 2016 
11 November 
2 116 | 5018 
2 November 
2 Bete 2014 
10 1.16 12 March 2017 
LittleBe[edit] 


Main article: LittleBe 


On 3 September 2018, the channel introduced a new children's strand, titled LittleBe, 
which is dedicated to British preschool programming. The strand airs daily from 
09:00am to 12:00pm, three hours a day and also airs archive CITV programming such 
as Engie Benjy and Sooty as well as new international programming. 
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ITV Box Office 


Launched 4 February 2017; 2 years ago 

Network ITV 

Owned by ITV Digital Channels Ltd 
(ITV plc) 

Picture format 16:9 576i (SDTV) 


1080i (HDTV) 


Country United Kingdom 

Language English 

Broadcast area United Kingdom 
Ireland 


Sister channel(s) ITV 


Website www.itvboxoffice.com 


Availability 
Satellite 


Sky Channel 493 


ITV Box Office is a pay-per-view channel from ITV plc launched in February 2017. The 
channel is available in HD-only on Sky, and events are also available on demand only 
on Virgin Media (UK) and TVPlayer. This is the only ITV channel that is broadcast in 
Ireland on Sky. 


History[edit] 


In December 2016 ITV announced that it had signed a deal to show Chris Eubank Jr.'s 
latest fight against Renold Quinlan and that it would be a pay-per-view event.™2 The 
channel launched when the fight took place on 4 February 2017. Eubank Jr. headlined 
for the second time on the Box Office platform on 15 July 2017 against former world 
champion Arthur Abraham. 


In September 2017, it was announced that ITV had purchased the rights to show 

the World Boxing Super Series tournament, which would allow them to show 14 
different fights from September 2017 until the final in September 2018. It was revealed 
that fights involving George Groves or Eubank Jr. would be shown live on the Box Office 
platform, as well as the final. 


At the end of 2018, ITV and Al Haymon’s Premier Boxing Champions signed a landmark 
UK boxing partnership. As part of the three-year agreement, at least 15 events will be 
televised on ITV Box Office, with some being shown on the free-to-air ITV4. Haymon's 
PBC portfolio currently featuring more than 160 fighters, including Filipino icon Manny 
Pacquiao, both American Errol Spence |r and heavyweight world champion Deontay 
Wilder. 


In May 2019, ITV Box Office presented its first professional wrestling event when it 
aired All Elite Wrestling's inaugural Double or Nothing show. 


Current rights[edit] 


e Premier Boxing Champions (also available on Sky Sports) 
e All Elite Wrestling pay-per-views, commencing with Double or Nothing 


Former rights[edit] 


e World Boxing Super Series 
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This article is about the channel formerly known as ITV Granada. For the ITV regional 
franchise, see ITV Granada. 


ITV Choice 


CHOICE 


Launched 1997; 22 years ago 


Closed 20 August 2019; 3 months ago (Malta, 
Middle East and Asia) 


Owned by ITV plc 


Picture 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
format 1080i (HDTV) 


Language English 


Broadcast Africa 


area 


Formerly Granada UKTV 
called (1997-2008); 
Granada TV 
(2008-2010); 
ITV Granada 
(2010-2013) 


Website itvchoice.za.com 
Availability 
Satellite 


DStv (South Channel 123 


Africa) 


ITV Choice (formerly Granada UKTV, Granada TV and ITV Granada) is a cable and 
satellite television channel owned and operated by ITV plc. It is available in parts 
of Africa. 


History[edit] 


Granada 


ITV Granada logo from 2010 to 2013. 


The channel was launched in 1997 by Granada Media under the name Granada UKTV, 
and offered on satellite services in the Middle East.™ It was also carried by Sky Network 
Television in New Zealand between 1999 and 2002.2 


The service was expanded and relaunched as Granada TV during 2008, when ITV 
announced plans to offer the channel to cable and satellite operators in Asia.” 


On 1 November 2010, it was rebranded as ITV Granada.“ The channel was renamed 
again as ITV Choice on 25 March 2013.8 


On 20 August 2019, it suddenly ceased broadcasting in many markets across the Middle 
East, Malta and Asia, while transmission in South Africa is unaffected. 


Programming[edit] 


It primarily carries ITV and other UK programming, produced by ITV Studios and other 
independent production companies. Key programmes include Coronation 

Street, Emmerdale, Ant & Dec's Saturday Night Takeaway, Dancing on Ice, l'm a 
Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here!, The Jonathan Ross Show, Doc Martin, The 

Chase, Tipping Point, among others. 


Availability[edit] 


ITV Choice broadcasts in the following countries and regions: 


e Africa on DStv (from 5 May 2015) 
Former[edit] 


It was available on satellite Measat 3 across Asia and Middle East.@ 


e Malaysia on Astro (channel 735, from 21 December 2009™ until 16 January 2017) 


[citation needed) 


e New Zealand on Sky Television (from January 1999 until 1 January 2002) 
e Taiwan on Chunghwa Telecom (channel 82, from 6 December 2010) ktation needed 
e Malta on GO Channel 305 and Melita Cable (channel 309) !<tatiorneedeat 
e The Middle East on Star TV's Star Select service, Orbit Showtime 
Network OSN channel 47 and Arab Digital Distribution!2t222edea 
e Hong Kong on now TV (channel 517, from 7 September 2010) !<t#tenneedea 
e Indonesia on Skynindo (channel 27) and TelkomVision (channel 503 )!eaten needed 
e India on Airtel digital TV (from 5 January 2012) !xtstioaneedea 


e Singapore on mio TV (channel 23, from 15 July 2009 until 25 March 2013), StarHub 
TV (channel 523, from 1 December 2009 until 30 December 2013)” and Singtel 
TV (channel 337, from 1 July 2015 until 19 August 2019)24 

e Thailand through Cable Thai Holding. !tzt2z2¢edea 
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LittleBe 


little Be 
Uy 


Launched 3 September 2018; 15 months ago 
| Network ITVBe 

Owned by ITV Digital Channels Ltd 

| (ITV plc) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


|Slogan Let’s have some fun 


Country United Kingdom 


Language English 


Replaced Mini CITV 


LittleBe (stylized as little Be) is a British children’s preschool television programming 
block broadcast by ITVBe. The block was launched on 3 September 2018."! The block 
airs at 9:00am to 12:00pm on weekends and weekdays. This block is aimed at 2-6 year 
olds. 


History[edit] 


On 4 July 2018, the block was announced at the Children’s Media Conference. 
u tentatively without a name. It was eventually named LittleBe and launched on 3 
September 2018. 


The block is similar to the Mini CITV block that CITV used to broadcast before the 
network removed all pre-school shows from the channel. 


On 30 August it was announced that Sooty would move to the block from its original 
broadcaster, CITV.2 


Development[edit] 


Jason Ford from ITV Creative made a coordination with Bubble to create visual effects 
and animation for the block’s promos and brand. Greg Claridge and James Taylor are 
the composers for the block’s music and sound effects. 


Jason Ford had stated for the development: 


“It was an absolute pleasure to work with Greg, James and the team. From the offset 
they completely understood the unique feel | wanted to achieve to complement the 
stripped back animation style for littleBe.” 


— Jason Ford ITV Creative, Creative Director Brand & Design 
Programming[edit] 

Current programmes[edit] 

e Antiks "™ 


e Claude™ 
e Engie Benjy® 


e Sooty” 
e The Hive® 


e = BabyRiki® 
e = Lily's Driftwood Bay®! 


¢ OQOddbods! 
e Pingu in the City 
e Pip Ahoy! 


e WildWoods?! 


e Ziggy and the Zoo Tram 
Upcoming programmes{[edit] 


e Helen's Little School 
Former Programming[edit] 


e Animanimals 


e George & Paul! 
e Florrie's Dragons® 
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ITV Encore 


ENCORE 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Replaced by 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


9 June 2014; 5 years ago 


1 May 2018; 19 months ago 


ITV Digital Channels Ltd 
(ITV plc) 


16:9 576i (SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


0.13% 


0.01% (+1) 


(February 2018, BARB) 


Where Drama Lives 


United Kingdom 


English 


United Kingdom 


London 


Online service 


CITV 
The Store 
ITV Box Office 


ITV Encore +1 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 
Sky (United Channel 123 (SD/HD) 
Kingdom) Channel 263 (SD) 


Channel 268 (+1) 
Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live 
(UK only) 


Now TV (Sky plc) Watch live (UK only) 


ITV Encore was a British drama television channel in the United Kingdom that was 
owned by ITV Digital Channels Ltd, a division of ITV plc. The channel was exclusive 
to Sky's digital satellite platform, Sky Go, Now TV, and Sky Store. 12131 


The channel closed on 1 May 2018, becoming an on-demand only service available on 
other platforms as well as Sky." 


History[edit] 
Launch[edit] 


ITV Encore launched at 7 pm on 9 June 2014. The first programme to be shown on the 
channel was an episode of Agatha Christie's Poirot. 


The channel was ITV's first new channel launch in over eight years, and formed part of a 
wider four-year partnership with Sky - ITV's largest ever with a platform operator. It 
was also the first ITV-branded subscription channel since ITV Sport Channel closed down 
in 2002. 


ITV Encore +1[edit] 


A one-hour timeshifted mirror of ITV Encore launched alongside the parent channel, 
broadcast on Sky channel 193 (a channel slot ITV had acquired from the Information TV 
group). ITV Encore +1 temporarily closed on 1 October 2014 (ITV3 +1 took its old slot), 
to make space for ITVBe, which launched on channel 179. ITV Encore +1 was re-added 
to the channel lineup on 15 December 2014 on channel 208, the same day ITVBe +1 


was added to the Sky and Freesat platforms. It moved to channel 268 on 1 August 
2017, a slot previously taken by ITV4 HD, as part of a reshuffling which included ITVBe 
moving to channel 149, a slot they had acquired from AMC Networks International Zone. 


ITV Encore HD[edit] 


A high-definition service also launched on Sky channel 298, on the same day as ITV 
Encore. It broadcasts ITV dramas in high-definition. ITV Encore HD moved to Sky 
channel 263 on 19 August 2014, following more spaces in the Entertainment genre to 
be added, and the Lifestyle genre being shortened. On 15 December 2014, it moved 
again to Sky channel 269, to make space for ITVBe +1 and ITV Encore +1 (as ITV3 HD 
took its old place). It moved back to channel 263 on 1 August 2017, with CBS 

Drama taking its old place. 


Closure of linear service[edit] 


It was confirmed by an ITV spokesperson in November 2017 that the linear television 
service ITV Encore would close in Spring 2018 to be replaced by an on-demand only 
service.“ This service commenced on 1 May 2018 and will become available on other 
platforms as well as Sky. Some have attributed the closure of the channel to poor 
ratings, in part due to its Sky exclusivity, and an over-reliance on repeats. 


ITV Encore closed at midnight on 1 May 2018 as part of Sky's major EPG reshuffle. The 
last programme shown on the channel was Agatha Christie's Poirot The Plymouth 
Express. Its Sky EPG slot was taken by Sky Two. 


The idea of replacing the television channel with an online service is similar to a 
direction BBC Three took in 2016. 


Former Programming[edit] 


ITV Encore broadcasts some of ITV's most successful drama series of recent years. etaton 
needed Since January 2015, ITV Encore also shows original drama, commissioned for the 
channel. This move was to attract new viewers to the channel, and to the Sky TV 
platform. 


First-run[edit] 


e Jordskott (2015-2018) 
e The Americans (2015-2018; shown on ITV from 2013-2014) 


e Angelby (2016-2018) 
Original commissions[edit] 


e The Frankenstein Chronicles (2015-2018) 
e Harlots (2017-2018) 
e Houdini & Doyle (2016) 


Other showS[edit] 


e Agatha Christie's Poirot 
e Brief Encounters 
e Peak Practice 


e The Ruth Rendell Mysteries 


e Vera 
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‘Launched 19 April 2006 


Closed 13 March 2007 


| 
|Owned by ITV plc 


Replaced ITV2 +1 (on Freeview) 


by 


‘Website ITV Play at the Wayback Machine (archived 


ITV Play 


1 play! 


16 October 2006) 


Availability at time of closure 


| Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 27 
Satellite 


Sky Channel 856 


ITV Play was a short lived 24/7 participation television channel in the United 
Kingdom owned by ITV plc. The ITV Play name continued on the ITV Network until 
December 2007/2008. 


It was launched as a standalone channel on Freeview (taking on the slot which was 
previously occupied by the Men & Motors channel) on 19 April 2006 and started 
broadcasting on the Sky platform on 24 July 2006. 


The ITV Play channel was created in response to and hoping to cash in on the popularity 
of late night quiz shows on the ITV Network and ITV2 such as Quizmania and The Mint. 
ITV Play also offered additional gambling services on their website. 


It cost at least 75p per call to participate. This charge was made even if the caller was 
not put through to the studio. A free entry route was available through the website. 
Users were restricted to 150 calls/web entries in a 24-hour period. At peak times callers 
had a 1 in 8500 chance of getting through to the studio to play. 


Criticisms[edit] 


The 75p per call cost of a chance of involvement in shows, higher from mobile phones. 
Callers were charged for each call they made, whether connected to the studio or not. 
ITV had promised to make its programmes with higher production values than quiz 
programmes on other quiz channels, but with little evidence of such. Many of the callers 
were kept on hold and unable to connect.2 


Restrictions put on the number of attempts to call, 150 per day, mean that in a 24-hour 
period BT callers could still soend a maximum of £112.50 per day. This changed in 
February 2007 to 100 calls per day, so the maximum was £75 a day on BT. 


In January 2007, Ofcom found ITV guilty of breaching its broadcasting code for making 
answers to its quizzes too obscure. Viewers complained after two answers to the 
question "what items might be found in a woman's handbag?" were revealed to be 
"balaclava" and "rawlplugs". The 21 September 2006 quiz was found to be in breach of 
the rule that "competitions should be conducted fairly". Ofcom warned ITV Play that 
there must be no further incident.“ Ofcom subsequently confirmed this was the first 
formal breach of the code recorded against ITV Play. For its part, ITV Play described it as 
a "one-off" incident of poor judgement.= 


The genre of interactive Quiz TV shows has also been heavily criticised by the Culture 
Media and Sport Committee. They stated that call TV programmes "generally look and 
feel like gambling", have "a lack of fairness and transparency" and that they encourage 
people to call more times than they can afford. Had ITV Play been classed as a gambling 


channel, it would have been forced to give 20% of its profits to good causes. Labour 
MP Paul Farrelly went further in his criticism of channels in the participation Quiz TV 
genre, describing them as "tantamount to theft." 


Suspension and closure[edit] 


On 5 March 2007, ITV announced that all premium rate phone competitions and 
quizzes, including the ITV Play channel, would be suspended while an audit took place. 
81 Programmes ended in the early hours of 6 March 2007. 


The audit was announced after a number of problems with premium rate services 
affecting ITV, BBC One and Channel 4, all of whom were to meet with the 
regulator ICSTIS. ITV appointed Deloitte as independent auditors. 


On 13 March 2007, ITV announced that the ITV Play channel would permanently cease 
transmission following the recent concerns over participation television. 


On 16 March 2007, the channel finally closed and was removed from the Sky EPG. On 
Freeview, the channel slot was replaced by ITV2+1. 


Shows[edit] 


All of the shows below were shown on the ITV Play channel. Quizmania is the only one 
that has been revived since the demise of ITV Play. 


QuizMania[edit] 


Quizmania, was presented by Greg Scott, Debbie King, Lee Baldry and others and was 
produced by FremantleMedia. It was the first phone-in quiz show produced for ITV. The 
success of this show was one of the main reasons ITV started ITV Play. The last episode 
was broadcast on 14 January 2007. The series returned on 17 July 2008 as an online- 
only programme, co-produced by Screen Pop Ltd. and IIluma Digital. 


The Callfedit] 


The Call, presented by Tim Dixon, Dave O'Reilly, Zö Christien and Emma Lee, had a 
feature called the Phrase that Pays and a winner could be made simply by answering 
saying "/TV is the Place to Play" and not anything else. It ended on 22 December 2006. 
The series was produced by ITV Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


The Common Roomf[edit] 


The Common Room aired for half an hour in the early evenings. The Common 

Room's main presenters were Tim Dixon, Emma Lee and Zö Christien. It launched on 
ITV Play on 31 July. Unlike the rest of the ITV Play games, this was more of a chat show 
with minor prizes. The show aired for its last time on 10 November 2006. The series was 
produced by ITV Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


The Daily Quiz! [edit] 


The Daily Quiz!, presented by Kat Shoob, launched on 13 March 2006 and was produced 
by Big Game TV Productions. & UKTV On 19 May 2006, officers from the Fraud Squad 
raided the offices of Big Game TV, makers of The Daily Quiz! after a BBC Radio 

4 investigation for the You and Yours programme found that receptionists were told to 
ignore all incoming calls for long periods of time while 150-200 calls per minute were 
clocked up at 75p a time. 


The Debbie King Show[edit] 


The Debbie King Show was a magazine-style quiz show shown on the 10pm - 12:30am 
slot on ITV Play. It began on 5 March 2007 and ended on 6 March 2007, lasting only for 
one show due to ITV Play being taken off the air the day after the show was launched. 
The programme was produced by Hamma & Glamma Productions. 


The Mint[edit] 


The Mint was a quiz show featuring celebrity guests in a large Mansion-like set. A 
£100,000 Jackpot was given away twice. The show was presented by Brian Dowling, Kat 
Shoob, Craig Stevens, Cat Porter, Beverley French and Mark Rumble and co-produced 
by Ludus and E:TV. The Mint in which over £6 million was given away, finished on 14 
February 2007. 


The Mint Extrafedit] 


The Mint Extra was a spin-off from the main show The Mint. The presenters included 
Milo McCabe, Brian Dowling, Craig Stevens, Mark Rumble and Cat Porter. 


Playalong[edit] 


ITV Playalong was a presenter-less text-in game show that was usually shown as a filler 
during most of the day. 


Play DJ[edit] 


Play DJ was a text-in quiz show which was similar to /7V Playalong, except with hosts 
and a studio instead of a "static" screen. Presenters of the show included Nigel Mitchell, 
Ruth Frances, Amy Garcia, Emma Lee, Mark Ryes, Tim Dixon and Greg Scott. It ended 
on 6 March 2007. Two Way TV produced the series. 


Playdate[edit] 


Playdate was a dating programme. The programme began exclusively on ITV2 late at 
night, but later had a slot on ITV Play in an early evening slot. The show's presenters 
included Brendan Courtney, Dave O'Reilly and Kate Lawler. It ended on 17 December 
2006. It was produced by Hamma & Glamma Productions. 


Rovers Return QuiZ[edit] 


The Rovers Return Quiz was a Coronation Street inspired pub quiz, based on the 
fictional public house, presented by Rachel Bullen (Roberts). The Rovers 

Return Quiz aired for the last time on 13 October 2006. It was replaced by an extended 
version of This Morning Puzzlebook. The series was produced by ITV_ 

Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


The School Run{[edit] 


The School Run aired everyday between in the early evening (and on Mondays at 9pm) 
it was hosted by either Tim Dixon, Emma Lee or Lawrie Jordon until 30 July 2006. It was 
replaced with The Common Room. The series was produced by ITV_ 

Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


This Morning Puzzlebook[edit] 


This Morning Puzzlebook was a quiz show with large cash prizes first broadcast on ITV 
Play, then later as part of the daytime magazine programme This Morning. Presenters 
included Zö Christien, Tim Dixon, Emma Lee, Dave O'Reilly, Allison Hammond and Ben 
Baldwin. It aired for the last time on 22 December 2006. The series was produced by ITV 
Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


Make Your Play[edit] 


Make Your Play was the first in-house ITV Production to go out on the main ITV channels. 
The show started off at weekends on ITV, with shows airing on the ITV Play channel the 
rest of the week. The show had larger cash prizes than most other ITV Play shows, as a 
result calls were put through to the studio on a much less regular basis. 


In the later end of its run the show was broadcast seven nights a week on ITV Play and 
ITV. The series was produced by ITV Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


Make Your Play was also the last ITV Play show to be broadcast before the brand was 
ditched by ITV. However it was announced that ITV Play would not be returning in 2008. 


The Zone[edit] 


The Zone was only on air for six programmes. It was an interactive gameshow that 
began on 26 February 2007, on ITV Play and Men & Motors in the 3pm - 6pm TV slot. 
Presenters included Anna Fowler and Dave O'Riley. The show ended on 6 March 2007. 
The series was produced by ITV Productions (Granada) in Manchester. The show was 
generally a Make Your Play clone, with a different colour theme and lower cash prizes. 


Glitterballf[edit] 


Glitterball was introduced as a replacement for The Mint. The show was broadcast by 
the same company that produced The Mint, and featured one of the show's main 
presenters. Unlike other ITV Play shows, the games were shown on a giant screen in the 
studio rather than by graphics on the viewers own screens. The show also had a double 
presenter format, usually male and female. 


The show also survived the Ofcom investigation into ITV Play, after a few nights break 
they returned to ITV and ITV Play at the same time, with some callers saying, ' It's good 
to have you back.' 


Glitterball Extra[edit] 


Glitterball Extra, much like The Mint Extra, was shown on the ITV Play channel earlier in 
the evening, prior to the main shows broadcast. Due to bad publicity from the Ofcom 
investigation, call volumes dropped, so the show was ditched after seven episodes. 


See also[edit] 


e 2007 British television phone-in scandal 
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ITV News Channel 


ITV News logo (2004-2005) 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Language 


Headquarters 


Formerly called 


Replaced by 


Website 


1 August 2000; 19 years ago 


23 December 2005; 13 years ago 


ITN/NTL (2000-2004); 
ITV plc (2004-2005) 


576i (SDTV) 


0.1% (Final figures from 
December 2005, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


English 


ITN Studios, London 


ITN News Channel 
(Aug. 2000-Sept. 2002) 


ITV4 (6pm-6am) 
CITV (6am-6pm) 


itv.com/news 


Availability (At time of closure) 


Freeview 


Sky 


Terrestrial 


Channel 81 


Satellite 


Channel 525 


Cable 


NTL:Telewest Channel 617 


The ITV News Channel was a 24-hour television news channel in the United Kingdom 
which broadcast from 1 August 2000 to 23 December 2005. It was available 

on Sky, NTL:Telewest, ITV Digital (until 2002), Freeview (latterly only between 6:00 am 
and 6:00 pm when ITV4 cut its hours to half day in 2005) and analogue cable, 
presenting national and international news plus regular business, sport, entertainment 
and weather summaries. Priority was usually given to breaking news stories. There was 
also an added focus on British stories, drawing on the resources of the ITV network's 
regional newsrooms. 


History[edit] 


The channel launched on 1 August 2000 as a joint venture between ITN and NTL as the 
"ITN News Channel". In June 2002, Carlton Television and Granada Television - the 
predecessors of ITV plc - bought out ITN's 65-per-cent stake. This led to a rebrand as the 
ITV News Channel in September 2002. In April 2004 the newly created ITV plc bought 
NTL's 35-per-cent stake to assume full control of the channel. 


As the ITN News Channel, it was broadcast from a small studio with accommodation for 

only one presenter at a time. When relaunched as the ITV News Channel, it initially used 
the standard ITV News studio of the time, which was built for fixed length bulletins only, 
so the style of presentation was always more basic than that of its competitors. 


From the February 2004 relaunch, the channel came into its own. Along with the rest of 
ITV News, the channel was presented from the so-called 'theatre of news' set, a large 
virtual studio allowing presentation either from behind a desk or by presenters walking 
around, using the news wall to explain a story with the aid of graphics. For the first 
time, two presenters could present the channel together, which the management 
viewed as an improvement. 


As the channel shared facilities with ITV News bulletins on the ITV Network (which were 
also simulcast on the news channel), it had to move to other studios for around an hour 
before each ITV bulletin to allow for rehearsals. Initially a single locked-off camera 
studio was used at these times, which was very basic. Later the channel used a virtual 
reality studio at these times or, following ITN's takeover of the production of London 
Tonight, that studio. 


News content and programming for the channel was provided by ITN. 


The channel used to broadcast live UEFA Champions League football matches whenever 
two British teams were playing simultaneously.“ When a breaking news bulletin was 
being reported, the news report would take the full screen while the football would be 
shown in an inset in the corner. 


Presenters([edit] 


During the period as the ITN News Channel, its pool of presenters were from across the 
ITN programme portfolio of ITV, Channel 4 and Five News, along with occasional 


freelancers. Presenters included John Suchet, John Nicolson, Leyla Daybelge, Alison Bell, 
Andrew Harvey, Sharon Grey, Owen Thomas, lan Axton, Kirsty Lang, Simon Vigar, Lloyd 
Bracey, Sasha Herriman, and Rachel McTavish. 


When the channel became the ITV News Channel, presenters from ITV News on the ITV 
Network began presenting the news channel. For the first month of so before any 
regular appearances occurred, many reporters also presented on the News Channel, 
including Ros Childs, who presented after John Suchet on the first day as the ITV News 
Channel. During the Iraq war the well-known British newscaster Angela 

Rippon presented on the channel and then went on to host a regular weekend 
programme in 2004 and 2005. 


Following the February 2004 relaunch, presenters included ITN veteran Alastair 
Stewart who hosted the flagship Live with Alastair Stewart programme every weekday 
morning. Andrew Harvey, Lucy Alexander, Leyla Daybelge, Chris Rogers, Phil Gayle, 
Owen Thomas, and Sasha Herriman were also used. All of ITV News' main presenters, 
except Trevor McDonald, also appeared on the channel. Presenters from ITV's regional 
news programmes and freelancers regularly appeared on the channel at weekends and 
holiday periods. 


In December 2005 Scott Chisholm - part of the original 1989 Sky News team - joined the 
channel to present the breakfast programme. The programme lasted just two weeks. 


From the 2004 relaunch, the channel's typical weekday schedule was usually the 
following: 


e 5.30am - ITV Early Morning News, simulcast live with ITV1 

e 6.00am - Repeats of ITV Early Morning News 

e 7.00am - ITV News Live with Lucy Alexander and Andrew Harvey 

e 10.00am - ITV News Live with Alastair Stewart 

e 11.45am - ITV News Live with Andrew Harvey (would include PMQs at 12.00pm on 
Wednesdays) 

e 12.30pm - ITV Lunchtime News with Nicholas Owen, simulcast live with ITV1 

e 1.00pm - ITV News Live with Nicholas Owen and Leyla Daybelge 

e 2.00pm - ITV News Live with Steve Scott and Leyla Daybelge 

e 3.00pm - ITV News Live with Mark Austin and Mary Nightingale 

e 4.00pm - ITV News Live with Steve Scott and Felicity Barr 

e 5.30pm - ITV News Live with Leyla Daybelge 

e 6.30pm - ITV Evening News with Mark Austin and Mary Nightingale, simulcast with 
ITV1 

e 7.00pm - ITV News Live with Joyce Ohajah 

e 8.00pm -ITV News Live with Felicity Barr 

e 9.00pm -ITV News Live with Steve Scott 

e 9.30pm - ITV News Network with Steve Scott, broadcast from the London Tonight 
studio 

e 10.00pm - ITV News Live with Steve Scott, broadcast from the London Tonight studio 

e 10.30pm - ITV News at 10.30 with Trevor McDonald, simulcast live with ITV1 

e 11.00pm - ITV News Live with Joyce Ohajah 

e 1.00am until 5.30am - Repeats of the ITV News at 10.30 with live news summaries 
on the hour 


On some weeknights they would simply rerun the 11.00pm hour through the night with 
live Summaries on the hour. 


On other weeknights they would have a live 30 minute newscast with in view sign 
language, which would then be repeated through the night with live summaries on the 
hour. 


Competition[edit] 


The channel's main competitors were Sky News and BBC News 24. 


At times of breaking UK news of major Australian importance (such as terrorist attacks), 
the channel was sometimes relayed by Australia's Nine Network. However, the Nine 
Network usually preferred the Sky News feed, to which it had equal access. 


Closure[edit] 


In December 2005 it was confirmed that the channel would close down in 2006, in order 
to use its Freeview bandwidth (which was already timeshared with ITV4) to launch the 
CITV channel based on the existing CITV brand, and to use its funding to boost ITV News 
coverage on the main ITV Network. But on 15 December 2005 the decision was taken to 
close the ITV News Channel. 


The closure was subsequently brought forward and the channel closed down on Friday 
23 December 2005 at 18:00 (GMT). The reason given was that it would have been unfair 
to expect the channel's staff to work long hours over Christmas knowing that the 
channel would soon be closing. 


The schedule for the last day of transmission on the ITV News Channel: 


e 0700 The Scott Chisholm Show 

e 1000 /TV News Live with Alastair Stewart 

e 1145 The Scott Chisholm Show 

e 1230 /TV Lunchtime News simulcast 

e 1330 /TV News Live with Faye Barker 

e 1500 /TV News Live with Nicholas Owen and Nina Hossain 

e 1600 /TV News Live with Owen Thomas and Faye Barker 

e 1730 SPECIAL: 5 Years Of the News Channel, presented by Alastair Stewart. 


At the end of the final programme, Alastair Stewart closed the channel with the words: 


So that's the end of five years broadcasting as the ITV News Channel. Our 
thanks to all our contributors, studio and production staff, to all the 
reporters and correspondents and everyone who made the channel the 
professional and effective operation that it was. But most of all, you, our 
viewers. A big thank you to each and every one of you. We hope we both 
informed and occasionally entertained you over the years. It was our 
mission to bring you the fastest breaking news and the most 
comprehensive analysis. We hope that you'll think we succeeded. 


The picture then faded out to a blank screen 3 seconds before fading back in to the ITN 
end board. The station closed shortly afterwards .!station needed 


Post-closure[edit] 


On 15 June 2007, ITN chief executive Mark Wood said the company would not rule out 
launching another 24-hour TV news channel. 


During 2007 there was some speculation that cable group Virgin Media was considering 
launching its own news channel to rival Sky News and BBC News, with some reports 
suggesting that it might look to partner with ITN, but, to date, this has not occurred." 


See also[edit] 


e List of ITV journalists and newsreaders 
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ITV Sport Channel 


Launched 11 August 2001; 18 years ago 


Closed 11 May 2002; 17 years ago 


Owned by Carlton Communications (50%) 


Granada plc (50%) 


Country United Kingdom 


Availability at time of closure 


| Terrestrial 
ITV Digital Channel 20 
Cable 


NTL Channel 727 


ITV Sport Channel was a short-lived digital sport television channel, that was owned 
by Carlton Communications and Granada plc. It was launched on 11 August 2001 and 
closed on 12 May 2002, precipitating ITV Digital's collapse over a month later. ITV Sport 
Channel had two sister channels, ITV Sport Plus and ITV Sport Select. 


Matt Smith, Tony Dorigo, Russell Osman, Bob Wilson, John Hendrie, Garry Nelson, Guy 
Havord, Guy Mowbray, Peter Drury, Jon Champion, David Fairclough, Paul Walsh, Jim 
Beglin, Simon Hill, Peter Stevenson, Carrie Frais, Lisa Rogers and Dave Beckett 
presented and commentated for the channel. 


Historyledit] 


The ITV Sport Channel can trace its foundations back to 1999 when the then named 
ONdigital service acquired exclusive rights to screen every match from the UEFA 
Champions League, to supplement ITV's existing coverage of the competition. Two 
channels to show the matches were set up, entitled Champions on 

98 and Champions on 99, reflecting the channel numbers these were broadcast on. 
Prior to the 2000-01 season, these channels were re-branded respectively as ONsport 
1 and ONsport 2, after ONdigital had purchased rights to the ATP Masters 

Series tennis. Whilst ONsport 1 broadcast 24 hours a day, ONsport 2 timeshared 

with Carlton Cinema. 


In June 2000, ONdigital successfully outbid BSkyB for the rights to show live matches 
from The Football League and the League Cup, for a massive £315m over three 
seasons, at least five times more than any broadcaster had previously bid for it. The 
launch of the ITV Sport Channel was announced in April 2001 and both ONsport 1 and 
ONsport 2 were closed down prior to its launch and the subsequent renaming of the 
ONdigital service to ITV Digital. The channel launched on 11 August 2001 

with Manchester City v Watford in the First Division™ and was available on ITV Digital 
and ntl cable. However it did not broadcast on Sky! or on Telewest. 


There were also two spin-off channels, ITV Sport Plus and ITV Sport Select. ITV Sport 
Select showed the on-demand Premier League football matches from Sky Sports and 
ITV Sport Plus was available on Champions League matchdays to show additional live 
matches from the competition. 


The cost of the Football League deal proved one too many a burden for ITV Digital, and 
it was placed into administration on 27 March 2002, after the League refused to accept 
a £130m pay cut in its £315m deal with the ITV Sport Channel. Most subscription 


channels ceased broadcasting on ITV Digital on 1 May 2002, with the ITV Sport Channel 
being re-designated as a free-to-air channel. The collapse caused severe financial 
difficulties for lower-division football clubs who had budgeted for large incomes from the 
television contract." 


The Football League sued ITV Digital's parent companies, Carlton and Granada, claiming 
that the firms had breached their contract in failing to deliver the guaranteed income. 
The League lost the case, with the judge ruling that it had "failed to extract sufficient 
written guarantees". The League then filed a negligence claim against its lawyers for 
failing to press for a written guarantee at the time of the deal with ITV Digital. This time 
it was awarded a paltry £4 in damages of the £150m it was seeking."! 


The channel closed on 11 May 2002 with coverage of the Division 2 play-off 
final between Brentford and Stoke." 


Eventually, in 2017, ITV would launch a similar channel by the name ITV Box Office, 
showing pay-per-view boxing events. 


Programming[edit] 


Throughout its time on air football was the mainstay of the channel. In addition the live 
Football League coverage, the channel showed Saturday night primetime highlights 
from all three divisions. The UEFA Champions League coverage previously shown on 
ONsport moved to the channel and this helped to fill out the channel's schedule. As well 
as football, other sports were also covered, including ATP Masters Series tennis, 
snooker”, British basketball and boxing from the United States. The channel also 
acquired secondary rights to European Cup rugby union. 
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ITV Select 


Launched 1 May 2000 


Closed 23 April 2002 


Owned by Carlton Communications and Granada 
plc 
Formerly ONrequest (2000-2001) 
called 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
ITV Digital Channel 50 


ITV Select was a pay-per-view channel that was owned by Carlton 

Communications and Granada plc. The channel launched on 1 May 2000 

as ONrequest and showed films, sport events and exclusive footage. As of July 2000 
content was provided under a contract by Universal and Paramount studios.” The 
service was rebranded ITV Select in 2001 and closed on 23 April 2002, shortly before 
the collapse of ITV Digital. 
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Granada Breeze 


ebreeze 


Launched October 1, 1996; 23 years ago 


Closed January 31, 2002; 17 years ago 


(Sky Digital and ITV Digital) 


March 2002; 17 years ago 


(Telewest) 


April 30, 2002; 17 years ago 


(NTL) 
Owned by Granada Sky Broadcasting 
Slogan "Love and Life" 


Formerly called Granada Good Life 


(1996-1998) 


Granada Breeze was a lifestyle channel operated by Granada Sky Broadcasting, a joint 
venture between Granada Television and British Sky Broadcasting. The channel was 
launched as Granada Good Life on 1 October 1996. 


It was aimed at female viewers and showed programmes on lifestyle, cookery, health as 
well as U.S. daytime television shows such as Judge Joe Brown. The channel was 
rebranded as Granada Breeze on 1 May 1998. It is usually remembered for paranormal 
shows such as ‘Psychic Livetime' and ‘Predictions With Derek Acorah';# these 
programmes have not been shown on TV since Breeze's closure. 


The channel was initially split into four segments: Granada Food & Wine, Granada 
Health & Beauty, Granada TV High Street and Granada Home & Garden. These were 
abolished at the time of rebranding to Granada Breeze. 


On ITV Digital the channel shared time with Men & Motors, but when Breeze closed, 
a testcard was shown in its slot and was not replaced. Its closure was put down to cost, 
capacity and poor ratings. 


The decision to buy programmes rather than make them lost them most of their regular 
viewers. The channel failed to capitalise on the increasing popularity of its paranormal 
shows and stopped making them along with all their other shows in 2001. Two Granada 


Breeze regulars, Yvette Fielding and Derek Acorah, went on to feature in the popular 
paranormal TV show Most Haunted on Living TV. 


On 31 January 2002, Breeze closed down on Sky Digital and ITV Digital. It then left 
Telewest in mid-March 2002 and it finally shut down on 30 April 2002 on NTL. This 
allowed Men & Motors to extend broadcasting hours. 
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Plus 


Logo used from 2002 until 2004 


Launched 1 October 1996; 23 years ago 


Closed 1 November 2004; 15 years ago 


Owned by Granada Sky Broadcasting 


Formerly called Granada Plus (1996-1998) 
G Plus (1999-2002) 


Replaced by ITV3 


Availability at time of closure 


Satellite 

Sky Digital Channel 118 
Cable 

NTL Channel 101 

Telewest Channel 128 


Plus was a digital channel run by Granada Sky Broadcasting. It was launched on 1 
October 1996 under the original name of Granada Plus, and during its availability it 
underwent successive rebrands as G Plus, G+ and then simply Plus. However, it 
remained widely referred to by the public at large by its original name. On 1 November 
2004, it was permanently closed down by ITV plc in an attempt to bring its 
replacement, ITV3, on Sky. 


History[edit] 


Granada Plus was launched on 1 October 1996 at 7pm. From launch, the channel 
initially showed only programmes made originally by Granada Television and London 
Weekend Television (itself recently acquired by Granada Television), such as On the 
Buses, Crown Court, The Comedians and The Wheeltappers and Shunters Social Club. 
One of the channel's biggest attractions was a thrice-daily repeat of classic Coronation 
Street, with a five episode omnibus every weekend. The channel started showing 
episodes in original broadcast order from April 1976, (some cut slightly for timing 
reasons), until they got up to February 1994. After Plus had secured the rights to show 
programmes originally made by Yorkshire Television, they started showing classic 
episodes of Emmerdale, usually straight after Coronation Street, at 9:30 in the morning 
and 12:30 in the afternoon, each week day. 


Many of these programmes would have been unshown since their original 
transmissions, and hence were of value to those interested in classic television, but 
these early schedules lacked the commercial appeal of rival channel UK Gold, which had 


long since moved from showing little-seen gems to showing television's ‘greatest hits’. 


[citation needed) 


It was not long before Granada Plus revamped their on-screen identity, and in order to 
look more contemporary, they started showing more recent programmes made by 

the ITV network (at the time, Granada were busy buying up old rivals such as Yorkshire 
Television and Tyne Tees Television, in preparation for a unified ITV plc), as well as 
programme stock which had been originally shown on the BBC. Granada Plus also began 
screening many classic US shows popular with British viewers and airing promos with 
the stars of those shows (such as James MacArthur for Hawaii Five-O, Cheryl 

Ladd for Charlie's Angels, Philip Michael Thomas for Miami Vice and Ben_ 

Murphy for Alias Smith and Jones - the last two had also originally aired on the BBC in 
Britain). The channel also aired British premieres of at least three US series: 10-8: 
Officers on Duty, Fortune Hunter and the 1988 revival of Mission: Impossible. 


Many of the channel's programmes were cut by up to 5 minutes for commercial timing 
purposes, which was not a popular choice with viewers. 


The future of Plus came into doubt by late 2003, when ITV had planned for a new 
channel similar to Plus to be launched. Originally conceived as 'ITV Gold’, it evolved in 
its conception to ITV3. It would have been originally launched on both Freeview, NTL 
and Telewest, with a later launch on Sky in March 2005, likely due to ITV rejecting a 
deal to encrypt ITV3, and the limitations faced by Sky boxes in exceeding the 500 
channel limit. Due to the similarity in both channels’ content, many believed that ITV3 
would replace Plus, only for this rumour to be frequently debunked by GSB themselves. 
ITV also looked to either sell or close the GSB channels. 


However, come 1 November 2004 — ITV3's launch date — it was looking increasingly 
likely that ITV plc's new channel would not be launched on Sky Digital. However, frantic 
discussions were going on behind the scenes: ITV wanted the 7 million or so Sky viewers 
available; Sky did not want to give Freeview any advantage; and to further complicate 
matters, ITV wanted the new channel to be as high up on the EPG as possible. ITV 
looked into Plus, which was in a high EPG slot, channel 118. Plus also had access to 
archives of programmes that were sought after by ITV for the new channel. !etation needeai 


At 1pm on that day, just 8 hours before launch, ITV and Sky finally reached a deal: ITV 
would buy out Sky's 49.5% stake in GSB for £10 million. This meant ITV plc completely 
took full control of the two GSB channels, Plus and Men & Motors. !##tionneedea 


Shortly afterwards, ITV plc decided to close Plus, and moved ITV2 to channel 118 
making space for ITV3. leaten needed 


An hour-and-a-half later that afternoon, while in the middle of a commercial break, Plus 
suddenly cut to a closedown slide, and, on digital cable and satellite platforms, shortly 
afterwards disappeared. The final programme on Plus was Pie in the Sky, but only half 
of it was shown before ITV ceased transmission of Plus. On Sky, Plus was immediately 
removed minutes after closure, with ITV2 and ITV3 appearing on channels 118 and 119 
in an EPG update. On NTL and Telewest, Plus broadcast a GSB logo with looped music, 
before cutting into a test card asking viewers to move to ITV3. Transmission of Plus 
officially ceased at 5:15pm, when it was replaced by holding slides for ITV3. The channel 
was replaced on digital cable and satellite, but on analogue cable, the closedown slide 
remained for over 5 years before being removed in the spring of 2011.2 


The team at Plus were caught unaware as they had sent out their regular highlights 
email at 3:50pm. ITV3 launched at 9pm. 


Programming[edit] 


10-8: Officers on Duty 

A Bit of a Do 

A Bit of Fry & Laurie (now on Gold) 
A Family at War (now on Talking 
Pictures TV) 

The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes (now on ITV3) 

Agatha Christie's Poirot (now on ITV3) 
Albion Market 

Alfresco 

Alias Smith and Jones 

Allsorts 

An Audience with... (now 

on ITV3 and ITV4) 

Aspel & Company 

The Avengers (now on ITV4) 
Batman 

Beadle's About 

The Benny Hill Show 
Bewitchea(now on Gold) 

Bless This House 

Blind Date 

Bonanza (now on CBS Action) 
Boon (now on Drama) 

The Brian Conley Show 

Brian Conley: This Way up! 

The Brittas Empire (now on Gold) 
Brush Strokes (now on Drama) 
Bullseye (now on Challenge) 
Cagney & Lacey 

Canned Carrott 


Carrott's Commercial Breakdown 
Charlie's Angels 


The Jack Dee Show 


Jeeves & Wooster 

The Kenny Everett Video Show 

The Krypton Factor (now on Challenge) 
The Liver Birds 

London's Burning (now on Drama) 
Love Thy Neighbour 


Magnum, P.I. 

Man About the House (now on ITV3) 
Marc 

Me and my Girl 

Miami Vice 

Minder (now on ITV4) 

Mind Your Language 

Mission: Impossible (now on CBS Action) 
Murder, She Wrote (now 

on ITV and ITV3) 

My Favorite Martian 

My Wife and Kids 

The New Statesman (now on London 
Live) 

No Place Like Home 

Not on Your Nellie! 

Only When I Laugh 

On the Buses (now on ITV3) 

Peak Practice (now on ITV3, moved 
from ITV Encore when it closed) 

Pie in the Sky (now on Drama) 

The Piglet Files (now on Gold) 

The Professionals (now on ITV4) 

The Rag Trade 

Rich Tea and Sympathy 

Rising Damp (now on ITV3) 

Robin's Nest (now on Talking Pictures 


Classic Coronation Street (now on ITV3) 
[3] 


Classic Emmerdale (now on ITV3)“ 
Cold Feet (now on ITV) 

The Comedians 

Crown Court 

The Dame Edna Experience 
Dandelion Dead 

Dempsey & Makepeace 
The Dick Emery Show 

The Dick Van Dyke Show 
Doctor in the House 

The Dukes of Hazzard 


Duty Free 


TV) 

The Rockford Files was on BBC 2 
Rory McGrath's Commercial Breakdown 
The Ruth Rendell Mysteries 

The Saint (now on ITV4) 

Second Thoughts 

Shang-a-Lang 

Shelley 

Shortland Street 

Sorry! (now on Gold) 

Spitting Image 

The Stanley Baxter Picture Show 
The Stanley Baxter Series 


The Elvis Presley Show 

Ever Decreasing Circles (now on Gold) 
[[The Equalizer] On Forces TV 

Faith in the Future 

Fame 

Families 

Fortune Hunter 

French Fields (now on Drama) 

Fresh Fields (now on Drama) 

George and Mildred (now on ITV3) 
Gladiators (now on Challenge) 

The Grumbleweeds Radio Show 

The Gunners 

Hadleigh 

Hale and Pace 

Happy Days (now on True 
Entertainment) 

Hart to Hart 

Hawaii Five-O 

Heartbeat (now on ITV3) 

The High Chaparral 

Hill Street Blues 

Hogan's Heroes (now on ITV4 & Forces 
TV) 

Home to Roost 

Hornblower! (now on ITV4) 

| Dream of Jeannie (now on Forces TV) 
In Loving Memory was on ITV 3 

In Sickness and in Health 

Inspector Morse (now on ITV3) 


See also[edit] 


Starsky and Hutch now on Forces TV 
Stay Lucky! 

Stingers 

Supersonic 

Surgical Spirit 

Surprise! Surprise! 

The Sweeney (now on ITV4) 

Sykes was on UK Gold 

Taggart (now on Alibi, Drama and True 
Entertainment) 

Tales of the Unexpected (now on Sky_ 
Arts) 

Terry and June 

That's My Boy! 

There's Nothing to Worry About! 
Thomas & Sarah 

Through the Keyhole (now on ITV) 

Till Death Us Do Part 

The Two of us 

The Upper Hand 

Up Pompeii! 

Upstairs, Downstairs (later on ITV3 and 
now on ITV Encore) 

Up the Garden Path 

Van der Valk On Talking Pictures TV 
Waiting for God (now on Gold) 
Watching 

The Wheeltappers and Shunters Social 
Club 

Wycliffe (now on ITV3) 

You Bet! 

You're Only Young Twice (now on ITV3) 


Granada Sky Broadcasting 
Granada Television 

ITV3 

Men & Motors 
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Not to be confused with Men&Movies. 


Men & Motors 


men&motors 
Launched 1 October 1996; 23 years ago 
Closed 1 April 2010; 9 years ago 
Owned by ITV Digital Channels Ltd 
(ITV plc) 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 


Audience share ~0.0% (Final figures from 


March 2010, BARB) 


Formerly called Granada Men & Motors (1996-2001) 


Sister ITV2 


channel(s) ITV3 
ITV4 


Website www.menandmotors.co.uk 


Availability (at time of closure) 


Satellite 
Freesat Channel 450 
Sky Digital Channel 178 
Astra 2D 10758V 22000 5/6 
Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 280 
WightCable Channel 45/121 
Streaming media 


TvCatchup Watch live (UK only)! 


Men & Motors was a men's lifestyle television channel in the UK. It was the last 
remaining station operated by the former Granada Sky Broadcasting joint venture, set 
up by Granada Television (now part of ITV plc) and satellite broadcaster British Sky 
Broadcasting in 1996. Although ITV plc is now the sole owner of GSB (since 

renamed ITV Digital Channels Limited), Sky will receive 49.5 per cent of any 
proceeds (net of liabilities) if Men & Motors is sold. 


A possible merger with ITV4 had been on the cards, but in September 2007 ITV 
confirmed that it planned to dispose of Men & Motors." Men & Motors closed on 1 April 
2010 to make way for ITV HD on Freesat, Sky Digital and Virgin Media. 
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CLs Motors 


First Men & Motors logo, used from 1 October 1996 to 31 August 1998. 


From its launch, Men & Motors was only available with subscription television services. 
It was part of the original line-up (as a "primary channel") for ITV Digital, a Digital 
terrestrial television service part-owned by Granada. When ONdigital closed, Men & 
Motors left DTT and became available only through satellite and cable. On 1 November 
2004, ITV took full control of GSB and shut down Plus, which only averaged 0.7% of its 
audience share before ITV3 replaced this ill-fated channel. 


The channel really took off after the appointment of Gary Shoefield as director of 
programming. He quickly set about changing the presenters and the look and feel and 
took responsibility for both the acquisitions and the newly produced programmes. 


The channel was split into 2 distinctive halves with Motors content before 11 pm and 


Adult content thereafter. 
men 


Second Men & Motors logo, used from 1 September 1998 to 11 August 2001. 


Shoefield brought Jordan (Katie Price) to the Adult part of the channel along with Jo 
Guest, Catherine McQueen, Mike Reid, Roy "Chubby" Brown, Garry Bushell and James 
Whale. 


Names that joined the Motors team included Gary Numan, Vanilla Ice, Ginny 

Buckley, Richard Hammond, John Inverdale and Princess Tamara. The channel saw huge 
growth under Shoefield's control and Men and Motors became a household name until 
November 2004, when ITV acquired GSkyB and rebranded Plus as ITV3. 


Many years after the closure of ITV Digital, ITV (the company formed by the merger 

of Carlton Television and Granada) successfully bid for a slot on digital terrestrial (DTT) 
multiplex D. It was announced that Men & Motors would be launched on Freeview on 2 
May 2005. To coincide with this launch, the channel was re-vamped, and its late night, 
risqué adult content was replaced by archive drama, comedy and documentaries. The 
channel also dropped its Videoguard encryption on Sky Digital on 1 July 2005, switching 
to free-to-air status. 


ITV's plans to launch a channel aimed at men (the target audience of Men & Motors) 
were considered by many to be the end for Men & Motors. It seemed logical that Men & 
Motors would simply "become" ITV4, with much of the channel's programming simply 
being shown under the ITV brand. With capacity on the Freeview platform limited, and 
to avoid being in competition for the same genre of viewers, this seemed the inevitable 
conclusion. 


However, available to a much wider audience, Men & Motors enjoyed a (slightly 
unexpectedly) sharp increase in viewing figures. ITV were faced with the conundrum of 
replacing a channel with a well-known brand and enjoying a new popularity with a new, 
seemingly identical channel. ITV4 instead replaced the ITV News Channel on Freeview 
(between its broadcasting hours of 18:00 to 06:00), with Men & Motors still available on 
its own 24-hour slot. The News channel closed soon after, due to major competition 
from Sky News and BBC News 24 and heavy financial losses. It was replaced fully by 
ITV4 and the CITV Channel. 


After less than a year on Freeview, Men & Motors had now been replaced. At 

06:00 BST on 12 April 2006, Men & Motors ceased transmissions on digital terrestrial 
television. This was to allow ITV to launch the "participation television" channel, ITV 
Play, which has since been closed down itself. With limited bandwidth on the platform, 
and a desire to keep the entire ITV "family" (i.e. all channels carrying the ITV brand) on 
the free platform, Men & Motors was only available on satellite and cable television at 
the time of its closure. 


On 2 April 2010, ITV HD launched on Sky Digital channel 178, replacing Men & Motors. 
As a result, Men & Motors closed on 1 April at 6 a.m. on both Freesat and Sky Digital. 
1 On Virgin Media, Men & Motors was removed from the EPG on 25 March 2010 for 
"operational reasons" to add an ITV HD launch information screen. Most of the 
programmes that were shown on Men & Motors moved over to ITV4.!! 


On 11 December 2012, One Media iP announced that they had acquired all of the 
trademarks and content rights of Men & Motors, including approximately 1,600 hours of 
programming. One Media are currently re-packaging the content for sale across a 
variety of digital platforms including the iTunes Store and YouTube. The original Men & 
Motors footage including full episodes and clips are available to watch on the Official 
Men & Motors YouTube channel.“ 
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Granada Talk TV 


©) 


Launche 1 October 1996; 23 years ago 


Closed 31 August 1997; 22 years ago 


Owned Granada Sky Broadcasting 
by (ITV Granada and British Sky Broadcasting joint 


venture) 


Granada Talk TV was a short-lived TV channel owned and operated by Granada Sky 
Broadcasting, a joint venture between BSkyB and Granada Television. It launched on 1 
October 1996 with the other channels of the bouquet, but due to low viewership the 
channel ceased broadcasting on 31 August 1997. 


The channel is perhaps best known for helping launch the careers of Sacha Baron 
Cohen (presenter of anarchic children's show F2F), Natasha Kaplinsky (co-presenter of 
the Paul Ross Show) and Graham Norton (regular guest presenter on F2F). It also bred 
some of British television's most successful production talent, including Layla Sabih 
(later commissioning editor at the ITV Network), Mark Cowley (the creative force behind 
the 'Bush Tucker Trials' on ITV's /'m a Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here!) and Rob 

Burley (later editor of the Jonathan Dimbleby programme and the driving force behind 
ITV's Sunday political output). Channel controller Will Smith became head of Granada 
London's Factual department, best known for the hit series Airline. 


It closed on 31 August 1997 along with Sky 2 following the death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. The final day's broadcasts were a simulcast of Sky News. 


External links[edit] 


e Granada Talk TV at TVARK 
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Carlton Cinema 


CARĽON CINEMA 


Launched 15 November 1998; 21 years ago”! 


Closed 31 March 2003; 16 years ago”! 


Owned by Carlton Television 


(Carlton Communications) 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 


ITV Digital Channel 28 


Cable 


NTL Channel 309 


Telewest Channel 425 


Carlton Cinema was a British digital film television channel, provided by Carlton 
Television. It launched in November 1998 on the ITV Digital platform, and closed down 
in March 2003, 5 months after Carlton went off the air in the London region, being the 
last ever Carlton-branded television network to do so. Its sister channels were Carlton 
Select, Carlton World, Carlton Kids, and Carlton Food Network. The channel launched 
on cable in March 2000 as an evening only replacement for Carlton Select. The first film 
shown on the channel was the 1953 film Genevieve. 


Closure[edit] 


When the ITV Digital platform ceased broadcasting on 30 June 2002, the channel 
struggled to keep going. It was removed from NTL's digital channel line-up in September 
2002, and Carlton was negotiating with BSkyB to get the channel onto Sky, but no deal 
was agreed. The closure was announced on 9 December 2002." The channel closed on 
31 March 2003. On that night came the last two films on Carlton 

Cinema: Genevieve, which was the first film broadcast on the channel on the launch 
night in November 1998, and afterwards the 1981 neo-noir Body Heat. Following the 
conclusion of the latter, continuity announcer Fiona Goldman made the closing 
announcement: 


"Well, that was the last film on Carlton Cinema. It's been almost four-and-a-half years 
since we first went to air and during that time, we've shown over 4,000 films. We hope 
you've enjoyed watching them as much as we've enjoyed showing them. So, from our 
director of programmes George McKee, myself Fiona Goldman, and all the team here at 
Carlton Cinema, it's been a great pleasure and thank you for having been with us. Now, 
all we have to do is pick up the popcorn and turn off the lights." 


Then they aired a montage of scenes and quotes from all the films they showed, to the 

tune of Alice Faye's You'll Never Know, which was regularly being shown on the channel 
during the final two weeks of its transmission. The farewell montage concluded with the 
last words ever heard on the channel: 


Carlton Cinema thanks all our viewers for tuning in over the last four years. We hope 
you enjoyed watching the films as much as we've enjoyed bringing them to you. 


The final image shown was a movie theatre screen curtain (one of the many icons of 
movie palaces during the Golden Age of Hollywood) closing, revealing (for the final 
time) the Carlton Cinema logo with the date of launch (15 November 1998) on the top 
and the date of closure (31 March 2003) on the bottom. After a final fade to black, the 
channel's DOG was still seen for the last 15 minutes. The channel's transmitters were 
finally shut down at midnight. 
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Carlton Food Network 


CARLON 


FOO 
K 


NETWOR 


Carlton Food Network ident from 1999. 


Launched 1 September 1996; 23 years ago 
Closed 1 December 2001; 18 years ago 
Owned by Carlton Television 


(Carlton Communications) 


Sister channel(s) Carlton Select 
Carlton Cinema 
Carlton Kids 
Carlton World 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


| Terrestrial 
ITV Digital Channel 35 
Cable 
NTL Channel 134 
Telewest Channel 297 


Carlton Food Network (later known as Taste CFN from May 2001) was a British pay 
television digital terrestrial channel, owned by Carlton Television, 

showing food and cookery programmes and showcased the best of Carlton and 

other ITV cookery programmes. It launched in September 1996, and closed in December 
2001. It was part of a group of non-terrestrial channels operated by Carlton, 

including Carlton Select, Carlton World, Carlton Kids, and Carlton Cinema. 


History[edit] 


Carlton Food Network launched in September 1996 on cable. It originally broadcast on 
weekday afternoons, sharing space with SelecTV, later bought by Carlton itself and 
renamed Carlton Select. It began broadcasting on the ONdigital (now ITV Digital) 
platform at its launch in November 1998, which was part owned by Carlton along with 
another ITV company Granada, who also operated its own group of Granada branded 
channels under a partnership with Sky known as Granada Sky Broadcasting. In early 
2000, Carlton Select was closed down and its hours were given over to Carlton Food 
Network resulting in CFN becoming a full-time channel. 


The Taste CFN era[edit] 


Taste. F 
N 


Taste CFN logo, used from May 2001 until the channel closed in December 2001. 


In September 2000, Carlton announced it had a signed a joint venture with the 
supermarket chain Sainsbury's to co-brand the channel. The deal saw the 
announcement of interactive services for digital TV viewers that would allow them to 
order recipe ingredients from Sainsbury's through their set-top box. The rebranding took 
place the following May, with the channel becoming Taste CFN and the launch of the 


taste.co.uk website, merging Carlton's SimplyFood and Sainsbury's tasteforlife websites. 
The channel was now promoted by Sainsbury's both in-store and on its website. 


However the partnership was brief and it was announced in August 2001 that the 
venture was to be disbanded on 1 September. Less than expected revenues from e- 
commerce and a weakened advertising market were blamed on the decision to close 
the venture, which saw the return of ownership of the Taste CFN channel back to 
Carlton and the return of the web-based recipe and wine assets to Sainsbury's, with the 
taste.co.uk website being shut down and its assets being reused by Sainsbury's own 
websites. 2141 


Although Carlton were returned ownership of Taste CFN as part of the venture 
disbanding, Carlton decided to close the channel and it ceased broadcasting on 1 
December. On ITV Digital, it was anticipated that the slot was to be filled by a new 
channel on the now struggling platform, but in the end the space became a preview 
channel for ITV Digital suppliers and potential customers. 


Post closure[edit] 


Less than a month before the closure of the channel, a new food and cookery channel 
from the UKTV network began broadcasting, UK Food, a spin-off channel from UK Style. 
Now known as the Good Food Channel, the channel has been known to broadcast 
former CFN programming, including original programming that was made for CFN such 
as Use Your Loaf, co-hosted by James Martin and Paul Hollywood.=Good Food closed 
on 11th September 2019 due to discovery taking control and deciding to merge the 
channel with food network 


See also[edit] 


e Carlton Television 
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Carlton Kids 


CARUON kids 


Launched 15 November 1998; 21 years ago 
Closed 1 February 2000; 19 years ago 


Owned by Carlton Television 


(subdivision of Carlton Communications plc) 
Replaced by Discovery Kids 
Availability (At time of closure) 
Terrestrial 


ONdigital Channel 34 


Carlton Kids was a British digital terrestrial pay television kids channel, provided 

by Carlton Television, which started broadcasting in 1998 and closed in early 2000. Its 
sister channels were Carlton Food Network, Carlton World, Carlton Cinema and Carlton 
Select.™ It broadcast exclusively on ONdigital!, the digital terrestrial pay-TV platform 
backed by Carlton and Granada, where it timeshared on channel 34 with Carlton World. 


The channel had limited coverage, reaching only 69% of the population via the lowest- 
powered terrestrial multiplex D,'! '" and newspapers and listings magazines were slow 
to feature the channel's programming". In the face of competition from several other 
dedicated children's channels in the UK market" the channel ceased broadcasting in 
2000, partly due to the limited uptake of the ONdigital platform where it was exclusively 
available, where the channel was replaced with Discovery Kids and Discovery Wings™.!®), 
The other Carlton channels closed over the next few years." 


Carlton Television later merged with Granada in 2004 to form ITV plc, which went on to 
launch another children's channel, the CITV Channel, in 2006. 


Programming[edit] 


The channel showcased children's programming from Carlton and other ITV franchisees 
including Granada Television, Central Television, and Yorkshire Television, short films 
from the BBC library, as well as programmes acquired from American and overseas 
distributors. Shows included Mopatop's Shop, The Raggy Dolls, Rosie & Jim, Tots TV, The 
Berenstain Bears, Tickle on the Tum, Willo the Wisp, The Legends of Treasure 

Island and Worzel Gummidge.2%41 


Presentation was provided by daily wrap-around shows "Wakey Wakey" and "The Max". 
Both were recorded at Ealing Studios. "Wakey Wakey" was presented by Chuck Thomas 
and Naomi Wilkinson"), The Max was presented by Angellica Beltna 451 and Paul 
Leyshon. Other presenters included Jamie Rickers™® and Alex Verrey.24 


List of programmes[edit] 
Wrap-Around[edit] 


e EE The Max 

e EE Tiny Time 

e «EE Wakey Wakey 
Dramal[edit] 


e SS Byker Grove 
e «EE Harry's Mad 
¢ EE Woof! 


Fantasy[edit] 


¢ SE Il The Worst Witch 
Animated[edit] 


e S The Adventures of Sir Prancelot 

e & Around the World in Eighty Days (1972 series) 
e > g The Berenstain Bears (1985 series) 
« EE Bod 

e == Bolek and Lolek (as Jym and Jam) 

e S Car-Toon Time with Little Brrrrm 

e Œ Denver, the Last Dinosaur 

e SE The Dreamstone 

© [+] Goodtimes Family Classics 

e S Henry's Cat 

e B Ketchup: Cats Who Cook 

e &E The Legends of Treasure Island 

e S Molly's Gang 

e = Noah and Nelly in... SkylArk 

e S Puppydog Tales 

e SS The Raggy Dolls 

e EE Rubbish, King of the Jumble 


e S Willo the Wisp 
¢ il Yowie Power 


Education[edit] 


e SS Alphabet Castle 
e S Tickle on the Tum 


Food[edit] 


e EE Food Factory 
e SS Planet Nosh 
e SS School Dinners 


Comedy[edit] 


e [ll The Big Comfy Couch 
e S Worzel Gummidge 


Puppetledit] 


e SS Mopatop's Shop 
¢ EE Rosie & Jim 
¢ EI Tots TV 


Sports[edit] 


e EE High Five 


References[edit] 

1. ^ “Laurent Dumeau - TRACE - Content Innovation Awards Speaker". Tmt.knect365.com. 

2. ^ "MEDIA: ONdigital plays the choice card". Campaignlive.co.uk. 

3. ^ "DIGITAL TV POLICIES IN THE UK, US, AUSTRALIA AND ITALY" (PDF). Core.ac.uk. 
Retrieved 24 February 2019. 

4. ^ "Development of Digital TV in Europe" (PDF). Edz.bib.uni-mannheim.de. Retrieved 24 
February 2019. 

5. ^ Hardy, Jonathan (24 February 2019). "Cross-media Promotion". Peter Lang. p. 135 - via 
Google Books. 

6. ^ "House of Commons - Culture, Media and Sport - Minutes of 
Evidence". Publications. parliament. uk. 

7. ^ "Carlton makes unhappy Discovery". The Guardian. 22 December 1999. 

8. ^ "Discovery channels boost ONdigital". The Independent. 22 December 1999. 

9. ^ Deans, Jason (4 December 2002). "Carlton finally drops digital 
channel". Theguardian.com. 

10. * Carlton Kids promo 1999 

11. * Carlton Kids promo 2 1999 

12. * Daniel Falconer (March 2014). "Naomi Wilkinson exclusive 
interview", Femalefirst.co. uk. 

13. ^ "Bell rings in as face of CBBC". News.bbc.co.uk. 11 February 2002. 

14. ^ "CBBC ROADSHOWS 2002" (PDF). Bbc.co.uk. Retrieved 24 February 2019. 

15. ^ "New Beeb job is child's play". Evening Standard. 4 February 2002. 


16. ^ "BBC - Beds, Herts and Bucks Theatre - Panto - Cinderella - St Albans 
Arena". Bbc.co.uk. 


17. ^ "Alex Verrey : Presenter - Biography" (PDF). Redcanyon.co.uk. Retrieved 24 
February2019. 


External links[edit] 


e Carlton Kids at TVARK 


Carlton Select 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
os challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Carlton 


Select" - news - newspapers : books - scholar - JSTOR (February 
2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Carlton Select 


Launched 1 June 1995; 24 years ago 
Closed 1 March 2000; 19 years ago 
Owned by Carlton Television 


(subdivision of 


Carlton Communications plc) 


Formerly called SelecTV (1995-97) 


Availability (at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 


ONdigital Channel 35 
Cable 


Cable Channel 7 


Carlton Select was a British digital television channel, owned by Carlton Television. It 
was originally launched in June 1995 as Se/ecTV before being purchased by Carlton in 
1997 who relaunched it as Carlton Select. 


On 14 February 1997, after SelecTV was rebranded, Carlton Select branded itself as 
"The UK's leading entertainment cable channel". Together 

with quiz shows, films and comedies, the channel brought viewers a wide-ranging 
choice of high quality programming. 


The channel was also available via satellite in Africa, on the South African DStv service. 


History[edit] 


This channel was the result of a purchase by Pearson Television of production company, 
SelecTV for the value of £5.2m in 1996. SelecTV ran a cable-only channel of the same 
name since June 1995 and whose roots stretch as far back as the mid-80s. SelecTV was 
rebranded as Carlton Select on 14 February 1997. 


The channel broadcast on weekdays from 17:00 to 01:00 and at weekends from 17:00 
to 02:00. The other hours were devoted to Carlton Food Network, which timeshared 
each other. 


The future of the channel was being considered internally as early as mid-1999, and 
Carlton Select was eventually closed down on 1 March 2000.21 


Programmes[edit] 
e A Country Practice e Home to Roost (now on ITV3) 
e A Kind of Living e /Spy 
e Airline (now on Pick) e Lovejoy (now 
e Auf Wiedersehen, Pet on Drama and Yesterday) 
e The Beiderbecke Trilogy e My Two Wives 
e Birds of a Feather (now e Peak Practice 
on Drama and ITV) e Perfect Scoundrels 
e Blockbusters (now on Challenge) • Rising Damp(now on ITV3) 
e Blue Heelers e Robin of Sherwood 
e Blues and Twos e The Ruth Rendell Mysteries (now 
e Boon (now on Drama) on ITV3) 
e Byker Grove e Sharpe (now 
e The Camomile Lawn on Drama and Yesterday) 
e Chancer ° Soldier Soldier 


e Desmond's (now on London Live) * St Elsewhere 
e Duty Free e Tales ofthe Unexpected (now 


e Get Smart! on Sky Arts 2) 
e The Golden Girls (now on TLC) e That's Love 


¢ Gone to Seed e Tracey Ullman: A Class Act 

¢ Goodnight Sweetheart (now e Tracey Ullman Takes On New York 
on Gold) e UEFA Champions League (now 

e Gridlock on BT Sport) 

e Hey Dad..! e The Upper Hand 


e What's Cooking? 
e Yesterday's Dreams 


See also[edit] 
e Carlton Television 
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Carlton World 


Launched 15 November 1998; 21 years ago 


Closed 1 February 2000; 19 years ago 


Owned by Carlton Television 


(subdivision of Carlton Communications plc) 


Availability (At time of closure) 


Terrestrial 


ONdigital Channel 34 


Carlton World was a British digital television channel, launched in November 1998 and 
closed down in early 2000. Its sister channels were Carlton Kids, Carlton Food 

Network, Carlton Select and Carlton Cinema.” It was carried 

on cable and ONdigital channel 34, and timeshared with Carlton Kids and RAW!. 


Programmes[edit] 


Carlton World broadcast factual and some entertainment programming produced or 
commissioned by Carlton and its merged companies, including Central Independent 
Television and Westcountry Television, although it was not unusual for programmes 
from other ITV network companies to be featured on the channel.2 


History[edit] 


It was carried on both analogue and digital cable prior to ONdigital's launch. Carlton 
World, along with Carlton Kids, closed in 2000 due to poor viewership and financial 
difficulties. On Carlton's television platform, ONdigital, the capacity was replaced by a 
timeshare of Discovery Kids and Discovery Wings.21 The remainder of the ONdigital- 
exclusive Carlton channels closed over the next few years.® and Carlton 
Communications merged with Granada plc in 2004, forming ITV plc. Programming from 
Carlton World was absorbed into ITV plc's Digital Channels. 
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NBC Europe 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Picture 


format 


Formerly 


called 


Replaced by 


an O 


30 January 1987; 32 years ago 


30 June 1998; 21 years ago (Europe) 
29 September 2005; 14 years 


ago (Germany) 


ITV companies/Virgin Group 
(1987-1988) 

Marcucci family/Virgin Group 
(1988-1993) 

General Electric 

(1993-2004) 

NBC Universal 

(2004-2005) 

Deutsche Fernsehnachrichten Agentur 
(DFA) 

(1998-2004) 


576i (4:3 SDTV) 


Music Box (1984-1987) 
Super Channel (1987-1993) 
NBC Super Channel (1993-1996) 


GIGA 
Das Vierte 


National Geographic Channel 


Sister CNBC Europe 


channel(s) 


NBC Europe (formerly Super Channel and NBC Super Channel) was a satellite 
television channel based in the United Kingdom that broadcast across Europe. It was 
picked up by various European cable television networks. 


Super Channell[edit] 


Super Channel 1987-1993 


Launched on 30 January 1987, replacing 24-hour music channel Music Box, Super 
Channel was co-owned by all but one of the ITV companies at the time in the United 
Kingdom. Virgin Group had a majority stake in Music Box (60%) and would own 15% of 
the equity with the rest being split between ITV franchise holders 

including Granada, Yorkshire, LWT, Central, Anglia, Tyne 

Tees, Ulster, Grampian, Scottish, and Border Television. Thames Television was the only 
one of the ITV contractors not to participate. It competed with Sky Channel, forerunner 
of Sky1, which was the only other major pan-European satellite-channel around at the 
time. Unlike Sky Channel, Super Channel's syndicated output was less American and 
more European. Many of the programmes were what it called the "Best of British", 
sourced from ITV or the BBC, while ITN produced news bulletins (see also ITN World 
News). It also broadcast syndicated non-British European programmes such as 

the Dutch sitcom Zeg ‘ns Aaa (with English subtitles). 


Super Channel fared poorly, due to UK programming seen as unsuitable for European 
audiences, such as drama being seen as "too violent" or "too realistic",= as well as a 
dispute with the British actors unions who demanded additional fees for viewing by 
European audiences which meant that it could no longer offer the 'Best of British to a 
European audience'.2! 


Within a year, the ITV companies sold the channel to the Italian Marcucci family, owners 
of Videomusic, the first music channel in Italy, with a minority stake being held 

by Richard Branson's Virgin plc, and the programming changed from British to pan- 
European, although it continued carrying ITN's World News bulletins. 


At the beginning Super Channel was based in the heart of London, 19-22 Rathbone 
Place, London W1P 1DF, in the same building as Music Box; the building would later 
become the home of CNN International until 2007. For a number of months the 
channel's transmission facilities were provided by Molinare at Fouberts Place, London 
W1, it returned briefly to 19-22 Rathbone Place until the Marcucci family acquired 
Melrose House, 14 Lanark Square, in Limeharbour (London) where it set up a state of 
the art transmission facility. 


In 1996 the channel (along with its sister channel CNBC Europe) was transmitted from 
the GE building in Hammersmith, London. The transmission suite used cutting edge (at 
the time) Pro-Bel COMPASS and MAPP automation, and Profile video servers for all 
commercials and promotions. Programmes continued to be played from tape, however. 


NBC steps in[edit] 


NBC Super Channel 1993-1996 


In 1993, the station was having financial difficulties, and was taken over by 

the American company General Electric, then-parent of the NBC television network, and 
became NBC Super Channel.” In 1996, the channel was renamed NBC Europe, but 
was, from then on, almost always referred to as simply "NBC" on the air. 


Most of NBC Europe's prime time programming was produced in Europe, but after 10 
pm Central European Time on weekday evenings, the channel aired The Tonight 
Show, Late Night with Conan O'Brien, and Later, hence its slogan "Where the Stars 
Come Out at Night." Most NBC News programs were broadcast on NBC Europe, 
including Dateline NBC, Time and Again and NBC Nightly News, which was aired 

live. The Today Show was also initially shown live in the afternoons, but was later 
broadcast the following morning instead, by which time it was more than half a day old. 
That meant that all news portions had to be replaced with European updates produced 
by ITN in London. ITN also supplied the network with the main European newscasts 
before and after the GE takeover. The European weather was produced by the BBC at 
first, but was later taken over by NBC in the U.S. 


NBC Europe carried virtually no prime time fiction entertainment programs shown 

on NBC in the US, because they were usually owned and distributed by other studios 
under the fin-syn rules (which did not apply in Europe). NBC would have had to buy the 
rights for each country in order to show them on NBC Europe, which would have been 
too expensive. Even for shows that NBC Studios owned itself, it was generally more 
financially viable to sell the rights country by country either to broadcast or 
cable/satellite channels than to air them on NBC Europe. The most notable exceptions 
to this rule were brief runs of Profilerand The Pretender, as well as short-lived US 
sitcoms Union Square and Mr. Rhodes. That is widely considered to be one of the main 
reasons why NBC Europe was ultimately not a success. 


NBC Europe as a German network[edit] 


Studio of news programme "GIGA Real" 


NBC Europe stopped broadcasting to most of Europe in 1998, when the DFA (Deutsche 
Fernsehnachrichten Agentur) took it over and moved it to Düsseldorf. Most of the 
satellite feeds of NBC Europe became either National Geographic or CNBC. NBC Europe 
continued to operate on the German cable TV, fed by one digital satellite link from 
Eutelsat II-F1 (later Hotbird 5). In November 1998 the first German programming started 
airing. Programming was assembled with content from GIGA and CNBC Europe, as well 
as other shows. In 2004, NBC Universal took over the DFA and consequently NBC 
Europe. 


On 29 September 2005 NBC Europe was split into GIGA and the new channel Das Vierte. 
NBC Europe was replaced by Das Vierte. In fact Das Vierte is still broadcasting with the 
licence of NBC Europe on cable TV; on satellite, IPTV and digital cable it is a new 
channel. Das Vierte broadcasts a special version on cable TV, including CNBC Europe, 
and from 29 September 2005 to 31 March 2006, also GIGA. This is necessary to keep 
the licence and the cable channel. 


Ident 


Programming[edit] 


Due to limitations on the amount of entertainment programming on the network, NBC 
Europe aired a number of original programming in tandem with American programming 
that had not been aired in Europe beforehand. These programmes include: 


e 49win (GIGA) e European Money Wheel 
e Agenda e U.S. Money Wheel 

e Best Of The Ticket NBC e Mr. Rhodes 

e Blue Night e MSNBC - The Site 


e Bonanza e MSNBC Internight Live 


e Business Insiders e National Geographic 


e Business Tonight e NBC GIGA 
e Business Weekly e NBC GIGA Real 
e Chinese News Europe e NBC News Special Reports 
e CNBC Business Weekly e NBC News Today 
e CNBC European Squawk Box e NBC Nightly News With Tom 
e CNBC U. S. Squawk Box Brokaw 
e Dateline NBC With Jane Pauley And e NBC Sports News 
Stone Phillips e NHL International Weekly 
e Daybreak e On the Air 
e The Detectives e Personal 
e Disaster Chronicles e The Pretender 
e Eco Record e Profiler 
e Equal Time e Real Personal 
e European Business Today e Riviera 
e Film Europe e The Rolonda Watts Show 
e FT Business Today e Saturday Night Live 
e FT Business Tonight e The Selina Scott Show 
e FT European Business Today e Super Channel 
e GIGA green (later: GIGA@ the gate) Documentaries 
e GIGA Games e Super Channel Sports 
e GIGA Heartbeat Specials 
e Holidays e SMS Challenge (GIGA) 
e Hotline e Super Shop 
e Inside Edition e = Talkin' Jazz 
e ITN Super Channel News e Time and Again 
e ITN World News e The Today Show 
e Kinowelt-De News e Today's Business 
e Late Night with Conan O'Brien e The Tonight Show with Jay 
e Later Leno 
e Max's European Home Video Show e Travel Express 
e Media Television e U.S. Market Wrap Up 
e The Mix e PGA Tour 
e Money Wheel e Union Square 
e Victory 


e West Of Moscow 
e Young Soul Rebels 
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Sky Scottish 


Launched 1 November 1996 

Closed 31 May 1998 

Owned by BSkyB, SMG plc 

Slogan "It's Good To Come Home To!" 
Availability 


At time of closure 
Satellite 


Sky Multichannels Astra 1E, 10.862H 


Sky Scottish was a short lived satellite television channel operating on 
the analogue Sky TV service for 18 months (between 1 November 1996 and 31 May 
1998). 


The service, a joint venture between BSkyB and ITV franchise Scottish 
Television owners SMG plc (now STV Group plc), was aimed at Scots living outside 
Scotland, who would not otherwise be able to receive Scottish programming such as 


that transmitted within Scotland by Scottish Television, Grampian Television or BBC 
Scotland.” It broadcast between 6.00 pm and 8.00 pm. 


The station's main programmes included an extra edition of Scottish Television's 
regional news programme Scotland Today and episodes of Take the High Road from 
1994. Celtic F.C.'s 1997 pre-season friendlies were shown on the channel. 


Scotsport was also shown on the channel as well as spin-off show Extra Time. There was 
also The Football Show presented by Jim Delahunt and Peter McGuire. 


Despite BSkyB and SMG entering into a seven-year contract to run the service,” Sky 
Scottish was closed down after 18 months. Its closure was explained as the channel 
having failed to meet its financial targets." Reports suggested that only The Ibrox Club 
Hour and The Celtic Park Hour, programmes relating to Rangers and Celtic football 
clubs, had attracted more than 10,000 viewers." 


Speaking about its demise, the managing director of SMG at the time, Donald Emslie, 
described the service as having "been a valuable learning experience" for his company. 
51 SMG's finance director, Gary Hughes, stated that the service had shown "it is very 
difficult to access a Scottish audience outside Scotlana"," but also that Scottish 
audiences wanted more home-grown programmes. 
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Not to be confused with the later "second channel" run by the same parent 
company, STV2. 


S2 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Replaced by 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


30 April 1999; 20 years ago 


27 July 2001; 18 years ago 


SMG plc 


576i (SDTV) 


ITV2: 0.2% (July 2001, BARB) 


Scotland 


English 


Scotland 


(Central and Northern) 


Glasgow, Scotland, UK 


ITV2, ITV Sport Channel 


Scottish TV, 
Grampian TV 


stv.tv 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


ITV Digital 


Terrestrial 


Channel 6 


Cable 
NTL Channel 119 


Telewest Channel 113 


S2 was a television station broadcast throughout the Scottish and Grampian ITV regions 
by SMG plc, the holder of the Scottish and Grampian region ITV franchises. S2, which 
aired on the digital terrestrial platform (branded ONdigital, at the time), was launched 
30 April 1999 and closed just over two years later — as part of a deal with ITV Digital — 
on 27 July 2001. The channel was also broadcast on cable television 

services NTL and Telewest. 


At launch, S2 was on air between 4 pm and 2 am, seven days a week, with its target 
audience being 16- to 34-year-olds. S52 Live, an entertainment show was S2's flagship 
show, and aired every night, presented by Sarah Heaney. The channel also repeated 
drama and documentary programmes, originally shown on Scottish/Grampian. S2 also 
broadcast sports coverage, including Scottish rugby.” 


By the end of its life, it had lost nearly all of its Scottish programmes and 
mainly simulcast ITV2, but covered the ITV2 graphic with an opaque S2 graphic.” This 
caused controversy and forced the broadcaster further into removing the channel. 


Although S2 initially had great ambitions for the station, it closed in 2001 as part of a 
deal with ITV Digital. The channel capacity was first replaced by the now defunct ITV 
Sport Channel and then ITV2. 


The Grampian and Scottish franchises have operated together as STV since 2006. 


See also[edit] 


e |ITV2 

e STV 

e STV2 

e Sky Scottish 

e UTV2 
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UTV2 


“a 


Launched 28 June 1999; 20 years ago 
Closed 22 January 2002; 17 years ago 
Owned by Ulster Television plc 


Picture format 576i (SDTV) 


Audience share ITV2: 1.2% (January 2002, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 


Language English 


Broadcast area Northern Ireland 


Headquarters Havelock House, Belfast 


Formerly called TV You (1999-2000) 


Replaced by ITV2 


Sister channel(s) UTV 


Website u.tv 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 
ITV Digital Channel 6 
Cable 
NTL Channel 117 


UTV2 was a television channel, owned by Ulster Television plc (now UTV Media). The 
channel was on digital terrestrial television and NTL cable in Northern Ireland. 


The channel launched on 28 June 1999 as TV You, but was rebranded as UTV2 in 2000. 
The programming consisted primarily of simulcasts with ITV2, as broadcast 

in England, Wales and the Scottish Borders, although they did also use archive 
programmes from UTV. 


Unusually, for a commercial station, UTV2 did not carry any advertising. This was 
presumably due to their failure to attract advertisers to UTV2, which was only 
receivable by a few thousand viewers. 


UTV2 closed on 22 January 2002 following a deal with ITV Digital and was replaced by 
ITV2.™ 


See also[edit] 


e UTV 

e |TV2 

e S2 
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Virgin Media Three 
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This article is about the television channel formerly known as "be3". For the television 
channel renamed from "TV3", see Virgin Media One. 


"UTV Ireland" redirects here. For the ITV broadcaster in the Northern Ireland, see UTV 
(TV channel). 


Virgin Media Three 


THEE 


Launched 1 January 2015; 4 years ago 
Network Virgin Media Television 
Owned by Virgin Media Ireland 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 2.5% (December 2017, ) 
Country Ireland 
Language English 
Formerly called UTV Ireland (2015-2017) 


be3 (2017-2018) 
Sister channel(s) Virgin Media One 

Virgin Media Two 

Virgin Media Sport 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Saorview Channel 6 


Satellite 
Sky Channel 116 
(ireland) 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 106 (SD) 
(Ireland) Channel 148 (HD) 
IPTV 
Eir TV Channel 108 (SD) 
Channel 120 (HD) 
Streaming media 
Virgin Media Watch live 
Anywhere (Ireland only) 
Virgin Media Watch live 
Player (Ireland only) 


Virgin Media Three, also called Virgin Three,™ is an Irish free-to-air television 
channel owned by Virgin Media. 


History[edit] 


It was originally launched 1 January 2015 as UTV Ireland—a branch of Northern 
Ireland's ITV franchise UTV. Prior to launch, the channel acquired the Irish rights to key 
ITV programmes such as Coronation Street and Emmerdale. 


On 6 November 2013, UTV Ireland's then owner, UTV Media, announced its subsidiary, 
UTV Ireland Ltd, would launch a new television channel targeting audiences within the 
Republic of Ireland and obtained a licence for a 'Content Provision Contract’ from 

the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. UTV launched the channel following their 
acquisition of Republic of Ireland broadcasting rights to key programming from ITV 


Studios Global Entertainment, including Emmerdale, Coronation Street and The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. TV3 previously held the rights until December 2014.4 


The announcement of the channel was welcomed by then Minister for 
Communications, Pat Rabbitte TD® and TV3's CEO David McRedmond welcomed the 
channels launch saying it is good news for the independent sector and all money that 
was spent on ITV programming by TV3 can be reinvested elsewhere. In January 

2014 The Sunday Times reported that 3 had launched a lobbying campaign against the 
establishment of UTV Ireland.” 


On 27 Februaery 2014, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland signed a contract with UTV 
for the company to provide a general entertainment channel.“ On 29 April 2014, Mary 
Curtis became UTV Ireland's first chief. The channel employed around 100 people, with 
30 of these jobs being based around the country.22 


On 1 December 2014, UTV Ireland was granted Public Service Status by Minister for 
Communications, Alex White, TD, allowing it to appear on Saorview.24 


UTV Ireland went on air at 7.25pm on 1 January 2015. The opening night included an 
hour-long episode of Emmerdale and a New Year special presented by Pat Kenny.42 
431 Five days later, the channel launched its national news service, /reland Live.™! 


In June 2015, UTV Group reported losses of €16.2 million on the network due to poor 
daytime and weekend ratings performance, and it was reported that the network was 
planning a revamp of its branding and lineup within the coming months. Managing 
Director Michael Wilson defended UTV Ireland's performance, noting that Coronation 
Street and Emmerdale were drawing larger audiences on UTV Ireland than on previous 
broadcasters, but admitted that their staff had gone "under the bonnet" to find means 
of improving the network's overall performance.22- 


On 19 October 2015, ITV plc announced its intent to acquire UTV Group's television 
business, including UTV Ireland, for £100 million, subject to regulatory approval.2# In 
December 2015, the deal was approved by the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland.24 The 
sale was completed on 29 February 2016, with the remainder of UTV Group operating 
as radio broadcaster Wireless Group (later sold to News UK),!#1221 


On 11 July 2016, ITV plc announced that it had sold UTV Ireland to TV3 Group, a division 
of Virgin Media Ireland, for €10 million. As part of the deal, TV3 Group inherited UTV 
Ireland's ten-year programme supply contract with ITV (effectively re-uniting these 
rights with its previous owner). ITV director of operations and strategy Christy Swords 
stated that "Launching UTV Ireland last year represented a significant achievement by 
the teams in Dublin and Belfast in challenging circumstances", but that when ITV plc 
took over the network, they "concluded that bringing TV3 and UTV Ireland together 
under common ownership offers the best prospect of delivering a strong and 
sustainable Irish commercial broadcaster, underpinned by a long-term programming 
agreement with ITV".“2 Virgin Media Ireland had acquired TV3 in 2015, and had begun 
to make major investments in the broadcaster.22 


On 22 November 2016 it was announced that Coronation Street and Emmerdale would 
move back to TV3 beginning 5 December 2016.22 The next day, it was announced that 
UTV Ireland would be re-launched as be3 on 9 January 2017, as part of a wider re- 
branding of all three TV3 channels with new positioning and lineups. The re-branded 
channel would be primarily aimed towards women, and it was also announced that 
TV3's children's strand would also be moved to the channel. In the lead-up to the re- 
branding, the channel's operations were consolidated at the TV3 Group's main studio 


in Ballymount. Many of UTV Ireland's employees were laid off, but 40 new positions 
were offered within the TV3 Group.21221 


In June 2018, it was announced that be3 was rebranded as Virgin Media Three on 30 
August 2018, as part of a rebranding of all three TV3 channels under the Virgin Media 
brand.231 


Programming[edit] 


When branded as UTV Ireland, the channel relied heavily on imported ITV programming, 
but also broadcast some Irish-produced programming. Under the be3 brand, the 
channel was targeted towards women.24241 


News and current affairs[edit] 


Ireland Live was UTV Ireland's national news and current affairs service, airing two 
programmes at 5.30pm and 10pm on weeknights, with short updates on weekday 
mornings as part of a simulcast of Good Morning Britain. However, the station did not 
broadcast any weekend news programming, apart from morning weather forecasts. 


Following the re-launch as be3, /re/land Live was discontinued and replaced by the 
revamped 3News Ireland service. Mick McCaffrey, who led the /reland Live news 
operation, was retained and made head of the new division, which produces bulletins 
for all three TV3 channels.2 


Children's[edit] 
3e's children's strand 3Kids moved to be3 upon its launch. 22241 
Entertainment[edit] 


Pat Kenny, former host of The Late Late Show, presented a chat show called Pat Kenny 
in the Round, which was axed after one series.2# Kenny also hosted the station's launch 
night special, Out with the Old - In with the U, on New Year's Day 2015. 


In July 2015, UTV Ireland began airing a weekly entertainment news bulletin with the 
station's weather presenter, Jenny Buckley, called The Pulse. The programme was 
sponsored by Diet Coke. The feature was extended into a weekly 30-minute magazine 
show in January 2016.2 As be3, Xposé moved over to the channel on Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights. 


Lifestyle[edit] 


Two of UTV's feature local programmes in Northern Ireland were adapted for viewers in 
the Republic. The long running travelogue series Lesser Spotted Ulster, presented by 
Joe Mahon, was rebranded to Lesser Spotted Journeys to focus on locations within the 
Republic of Ireland, additionally the agricultural programme Rare Breed was also 
adjusted to accommodate its audience in the Republic. 


Imported programming[edit] 
As UTV Ireland[edit] 


UTV's decision to enter the Republic's market followed the squisition of broadcast rights 
to ITV programmes such as Coronation Street and Emmerdale from rivals TV3. UTV's 
Northern Ireland service had enjoyed a large following in the Republic up until the 2000s 
but its audience share had diminished following the arrival of Sky TV, which does not 


carry UTV. The company had profited greatly from high audience ratings in the Republic 
due to spillover and cable connections in the 1980s and 1990s. 


By and large, UTV Ireland replicated the Northern Ireland service, with some variations 
due to domestic programme rights for programmes not produced by ITV Studios (such 
as The X Factor, whose rights were held by TV3). The Graham Norton Show also aired 
on the channel on a delay from its UK broadcast on BBC One. Daytime programmes 
such as The Jeremy Kyle Show, Lorraine, This Morning and Loose Women also aired. The 
Jeremy Kyle Show has previously aired on TV3, while Loose Women also aired on TV3 
for a period during 2008. ITV's flagship breakfast show, Good Morning Britain, was 
added to the station's lineup in February 2015. With Ireland Live updates being shown 
at 6:15, 7:15 and 8:10. Good Morning Britain simulcasts on the channel ended on Friday 
6 January 2017.21 UTV Ireland also utilised ITV's back catalogue of programming, 
including drama series such as Vera, All3Media's Midsomer Murders and Foyle's War. 
When ITV announced they were buying UTV Ireland, ITV CEO Adam Crozier said he 
intended to strengthen the channel further with high-quality ITV programming at its 
core. 


As be3[edit] 


be3 airs many of ITV's drama programming and live studio shows, following a 10-year 
agreement between ITV plc and the TV3 Group. The channel also airs repeats of US 
court series Judge Judy and several ITV shows, such as Loose Women (live), Dickinson's 
Real Deal, Surprise Surprise, Who's Doing the Dishes?, The Cube and The Chase. 


Imported drama series include Wentworth and Bull. It also airs ITV dramas and 
comedies such as Benidorm, Doc Martin, Endeavour, Birds of a Feather, Midsomer 
Murders, Prime Suspect, Grantchester and Vera. 


On-air identity[edit] 


lreland 


UTV Ireland logo (1 January 2015 - 8 January 2017) 


| bed 


Be3 logo (9 January 2017 - 30 August 2018) 


A 


Virgin Media Three logo (30 August 2018 - present) 
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Alpha Television was a British limited company which 
operated television studios in Aston, Birmingham from 1956 to 1970. 


History[edit] 


The company was formed in 1956 as a co-venture between two newly 

created Independent Television (ITV) companies, ATV and ABC Television. The former 
operated the contract to broadcast programming to the Midlands during the week, the 
latter at weekends. 


The respective companies had established production centres near London and 
Manchester (Elstree in Hertfordshire, Teddington in Middlesex and at Didsbury), but 
despite conflicts over contract applications and rivalry over the corporate acronym, the 
costs of creating separate facilities in the Midlands led to a decision to co-operate. A 
separate holding company to operate the centre, Alpha Television Services 
(Birmingham) Limited, was formed." 


The new company purchased the former Astoria Cinema in Aston Road North which had 
closed a few months earlier. Initial alterations created one studio with production 
facilities supplied by an outside broadcast vehicle, telecine facilities and separate 
presentation suites for ATV and ABC. 


In 1963, ATV and ABC took the decision to upgrade facilities at Aston and a substantial 
investment saw the creation of an office block, canteen and second studio adjacent to 

the existing site (52.497425°N 1.884092°WCoordinates: ‘#52.497425°N 1.884092°w),! while 
the facade of the original cinema was re-constructed to match. New facilities included 

an enlarged telecine facility, master control and presentation suites.4 


Closure[edit] 


In 1967 the regulatory body for ITV, the Independent Television Authority, announced 
significant changes to the regional contracts to broadcast ITV. ABC Weekend Television 
lost its Midlands weekend contract as the authority decided to create a seven-day 
licence for the area, which they awarded to ATV. ABC were offered the London weekday 
contract upon condition of a merger with the existing holder Rediffusion, in the process 
becoming Thames Television. 


As a result, ABC decided to sell their stake in Alpha Television to ATV as their interest in 
the Midlands had ended. However the Alpha studios were designed 

for monochrome broadcasting and as the ITV network was planning to launch colour 
transmissions in late 1969, ATV took the decision to construct new purpose-built colour 
studios in central Birmingham. 


In October 1968, work started on the Paradise Centre (later known as ATV Centre), a 
£15 million (equivalent to £256 million today) complex known as Alpha 

Tower off Broad Street. By early 1970 the Alpha Studios were closed with all employees 
being transferred to ATV (renamed as ATV Network), and Alpha Television Services 
(Birmingham) Limited went into voluntary liquidation and ceased trading. 


Later use[edit] 


The site had a variety of uses until purchased by the Independent Local 

Radio station BRMB in 1974. The station vacated the site in 1996 to new facilities 

at Brindleyplace, a few hundred yards from the former ATV studios on Broad Street. The 
office block remains although the converted cinema was demolished. 
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This article is about the British commercial broadcaster. For the American production 
and distribution company, see Associated Television International. 


Associated Television 


ww 


w 


The ATV region when it lost its franchise in 1981 


Type 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitter 


S 


Headquart 


Region of television network 


ATV 


England 


24 September 1955; 64 years ago, in 
London 

17 February 1956; 63 years ago in the 
Midlands 

All week in the Midlands from 29 July 
1968 


Sutton Coldfield, Waltham, Ridge 
Hill, The 


Wrekin, Croydon, Lichfield, Membury 


Elstree, London, Birmingham 


ers 


Broadcast {ondon (weekends, 1955 to 1968) 


area 
Midlands (weekdays, 1956 to 1968; all 
week, 1968 to 1982) 

Owner Associated Communications 


Corporation 


Dissolved 28 July 1968 (London) 
1 January 1982; 37 years ago, at 12.34 
a.m. (Midlands) 


Former ABC before 8 October 1955 
names 

Picture 625- and 405-line 

format 


Affiliation ITV 


Language English 


Replaced ABC Weekend TV in the Midlands on 


weekends from 1968 


Replaced b Central Independent Television in the 
y Midlands from 1982 
London Weekend Television in London 


from 1968 


Subsidiary ATV Music Publishing 


Associated Television (ATV), a former British television company, was awarded the 
franchise by the Independent Television Authority (ITA) to provide the Independent 
Television service at weekends for the London region. This service started on Saturday, 
24 September 1955, the second ITA franchise to go on air, and was extended until 
Sunday, 28 July 1968. ATV was also awarded the franchise to provide the weekdays 
Independent Television service for the Midlands region. This service started on Friday, 


17 February 1956, the third ITA franchisee to go on air, and was extended until Monday, 
29 July 1968. 


Subsequent to the changes made by the ITA to the regional structure of the 
Independent Television service, ATV was awarded the franchise to provide a seven-day 
Independent Television service for the Midlands region which started on Tuesday, 30 
July 1968 and was finally extended until 00:34 on Friday, 1 January 1982. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of ATV 


Formation[edit] 


The company was formed from the merger of the Associated Broadcasting Development 
Company (ABDC) under the control of Norman Collins, and the /ncorporated Television 
Programme Company (ITC) under the control of Prince Littler and Lew Grade, 

two showbusiness agents. 


Both companies had applied for a contract to become one of the new ITV stations. ABDC 
won the contract but had insufficient money to operate it; ITC failed to win a contract, 
mainly due to a perceived conflicts of interest resulting from the business operations of 
Grade and Littler. By the time of the merger ABDC were well advanced with their plans 
whilst ITPC planned to operate as an independent producer selling their shows to the 
new network contractors. 


When financial problems hit ABDC, the Independent Television Authority, the governing 
body of ITV, invited Grade and Littler to join the ABDC consortium. This provided the 
money required and put Littler and Grade in control of the new company, sidelining 
Collins. 


The new company was originally named the Associated Broadcasting Company (ABC), 
but Associated British Corporation's parent company, which wished to call their 

station ABC and ran a large chain of cinemas under those initials, successfully sued for 
prior ownership of the name. After ABC had been operating for three weeks the name 
was changed to Associated TeleVision Ltd (ATV). The logo, designed for ABC and 
tweaked for ATV, was a "shadowed eye" inspired by the CBS logo and reputedly 
designed by Lew Grade on a transatlantic flight back from the US. The logo is one of the 
most recognisable in broadcasting. ® 


Broadcasting[edit] 


The two ATV regions before the franchise changes in 1968 
Ī ATV London 


] ATV Midlands 


ABC began broadcasting in its own right on Saturday 24 September 1955, after jointly 
presenting the network's opening night on Thursday 22 September. The name ATV was 
first seen in London on Saturday 8 October 1955. The company won two contracts, 

the weekend contract for London and the Monday-Friday contract for the Midlands. The 
latter service opened on 17 February 1956, with ABC providing the weekend 
programmes. 


The company ran into financial difficulty due to the staggering losses of the first two 
years of ITV and start-up costs. The London weekday contractor Associated- 
Rediffusion shouldered some of ATV's losses and further funding was achieved by 
selling shares to the Daily Mirror newspaper. The company structure was changed 
several times until 1966, when ATV and ITC both became subsidiaries of the Associated 
Communications Corporation (ACC), formed by turning the old structure on its head. 
This marked the point where Lew Grade advanced from being the greatest influence 
over the company to taking control. 


ATV's main impact was in variety and light entertainment. 


In the contract and region changes in 1968, ATV lost the weekend franchise in London 
to the London Television Consortium, later renamed London Weekend Television, but its 
Midlands contract was renewed and extended for the full seven days. At this point the 
company was renamed ATV Network Limited. 


End of franchise[edit] 


During the 1970s, ATV received much criticism over its lack of local programming, 
particularly for the east of its region; such critics held that local shows had a 
Birmingham focus. In 1980, the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) decided that 
ATV's lack of regional programming and production (it had a major studio centre 

at Elstree in Hertfordshire, a legacy of its London contract, well outside its Midlands 
franchise) was hampering the region, so it insisted that the new applicant for the 


franchise be more clearly based in the region and have separate facilities for 
the East and West Midlands. 


ATV Midlands Limited, a shell company created by ACC solely for the franchise process, 
applied successfully for the contract. As a condition of its award, ACC was forced to sell 
49% of the company, relinquish executive roles, sell the Elstree studios and rename the 
company to demonstrate that it was effectively a new business. 2131 


ATV ceased broadcasting at 12.34am on Friday 1 January 1982, following Scottish 
Television's networked Hogmanay Show. The final closedown was marked by a brief 
tribute to ATV from original announcer Shaw Taylor before duty announcer Mike 

Prince signed off with the playing of the National Anthem (an organ recording made 

at St. Chad's Cathedral, Birmingham). The newly reformed company, Central 
Independent Television plc, began broadcasting with an extended promo at 9.25am that 
morning. 


Central inherited the studios at ATV Centre, Birmingham and ATV Elstree along with 
land that ATV Midlands had purchased for their new Nottingham studio centre. Central 
also maintained control of ATV's news archive and regional programmes, along with 
programming already in production or being shown at the time of changeover and 
schools programming; the rest of the ATV archive was sold by ACC. 


ACC later divested itself of the remainder of Central after the Australian investor Robert 
Holmes a Court staged a boardroom coup and forced Grade to cede control.“ ACC 
remained in control of ITC and Stoll-Moss Theatres until 1988 when The Bell Group, the 
owners of ITC were taken over by the Bond Corporation. = Subsequently, the new 
owners Started an asset-stripping programme at ITC. In November 1988, ITC 
Entertainment was bought by its management.24 


In January 1995, PolyGram Filmed Entertainment bought ITC for $156 million,“4 with 
Grade returning as chairman for life, bring him back into control of ITC until his death in 
1998. Carlton Communications spent much of the 1980s and 1990s buying up the 
intellectual property of the former ACC, including the rights to the ATV logo and 
company name, the ATV news archive (via its purchase of Central) and finally in early 
January 1999, the company bought ITC's television and film library from 
PolyGram/Seagram for £91 million, which reunited the programme library of Associated 
Television and Central Television and doubled the stock of its library division Carlton 
International, by giving it a total of 15,000 hours of programming.“ 


Granada plc merged with Carlton in 2002,22! and all of ATV's national archive 
programming has been taken into their ownership. The regional news archive from both 
ATV and Central, plus some regional programmes, are stored at the Media Archive for 
Central England at the University of Nottingham. 


Studios[edit] 


ATV camera at the National Media Museum, Bradford 


ATV's headquarters and main studios were at Elstree, near London, with both Midlands 
and London divisions, where the majority of ATV's earlier programming was made and 
distributed. 


ATV's studios in the Midlands were in Aston, Birmingham, jointly owned by ATV 

and ABC under the banner Alpha Television. They supplied both ATV and ABC, and 
supplemented production from Elstree. In readiness for colour television, a large 'state 
of the art’ television studio was built by ATV, the ATV Centre and off Broad Street near 
the centre of Birmingham. This replaced the Aston studios, which were sold. The ATV 
Centre was in use until 1997 although two of the production studios had been 
‘mothballed' in the early 1990s as demand for production studios fell. As of June 2014 
the complex has been partially demolished to be replaced by the upcoming Arena 
Central development, with the main studio building off Bridge Street standing derelict, 
pending the commencement of further demolition work. The Aloha Tower will remain as 
it is a listed building. 


A documentary about the ATV Centre was released in 2011 by MACE (Media Archive for 
Central England).24 Entitled From ATVLand In Colour (referring to the nickname used on 
ATV's children's programme, Tiswas, and the building being purpose-built for colour 
broadcasting), the documentary features presenters, actors, announcers and behind- 
the-scenes staff talking about their time working there, and the programmes that were 
made there.2= Contributors include Chris Tarrant, Shaw Taylor, Jane Rossington and Bob 
Carolgees. 


In the 1981 franchise review, the IBA ordered that for ATV Midlands to keep the 
franchise the Elstree centre must be sold and a studio centre built in the east of the 
region. ATV Midlands, renamed Central Independent Television, needed an immediate 
start for separate East and West Midlands facilities. The new east site was at Lenton 
Lane, Nottingham, and the land had been bought while ATV was still in control. Planning 
issues delayed construction so Central purchased an independent production studio in 
the city (at Giltbrook) as its East Midlands newsroom. Industrial action prevented this 
centre from being used, with the new studios ready by the time it was resolved. 


In 1983 the Elstree centre was sold to the BBC for around £7 million,22 and is now home 
of the soap EastEnders =m 


East Midlands Television Centre in Nottingham began operation in September 1983. 
291 but was Officially opened by H.R.H. Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Philip, in March 1984. 
ra The studio was eventually sold in 2004 to the University of Nottingham as an 
independent facility and as the home of the Media Archive for Central England, where 
most of ATV's and Central's programmes are archived. 


Identity[edit] 


ATV's logo has always consisted of a shadowed eye, inspired supposedly by the logo 

of CBS. This shadowed eye with the letters ATV inside came to represent the company. 
The first ident featured a single eye shape, moving to reveal the shadowed eye, and 
animating so that each of the letters ATV animate in accompanied by one of the three 
musical notes on the ident score. The caption below read Associated TeleVision Ltd., the 
only time the station's full name was displayed in an ident. The shadowed eye however 
was out of proportion, attributed to the hurry to redraw the ident following the name 
change from ABC ass 


Shortly after the launch of the Midlands franchise, the ident was again changed to an 
ident consisting of five stripes. Three of four vertical stripes contain the letters ATV, 
which animate in to the same musical score, with the other vertical stripe housing the 


logo and the stations airing times, either displaying both or those of the region being 
viewed in. the final stripe is horizontal, with the caption ‘Presents’ inside. 2222U2312411251 


The next ident, launched in 1959, featured the shadowed eye zooming into the screen, 
whilst the familiar letters animate in as in the previous versions. This was altered in 
1964 to add either the region name below it, or the word 'Presents' if the programme 
was an outside broadcast. 222123124125] 


The company's most recognisable ident, however, is the one launched in 1969. Called 
Zoom 2, it was the ident that heralded colour broadcasts to the region for the first time. 
Starting with three lightspots of red, blue and green that grow individually and combine 
to form six colours below the caption 'In Colour’, the three lightspots fully merge 
forming a single cream dot which then animates out into the ATV shadowed eye, fully 
formed, in yellow, while the background dissolves from light grey to dark blue. The 
score for the ident featured four trumpets, four trombones, drums and vibraphone in a 
twelve beat fanfare for the station, by Jack Parnell and arranged by Wally Stott. In 
addition to this, a variation was produced which only featured a black dot growing and 
transforming into the white shadowed eye for programmes still being shown in black 
and white. This ident was used from the introduction of colour in 1969 right until the 
ATV name ceased to be used in 1982 .2n221231241251 


Names used[edit] 


Company names: 


e Associated Broadcasting Company Limited (1954-1955) 

e Associated TeleVision Limited (1955-1964) 

e Associated TeleVision Corporation (1964-1966) 

e Associated Communications Corporation (1966-1982)—parent company 

e ATV Network Limited (1966-1982) 

e ATV Midlands Limited (1981) - This is the company that was renamed to Central 
Independent Television from 1 January 1982, and was the licence holder for the 
Channel 3 Midlands region service until November 2008, when the licence was 
transferred to ITV Broadcasting Limited. 


On-air names: 


e Associated Broadcasting Company (24 September 1955 - 2 October 1955) 

e Associated TeleVision (8 October 1955 - 11 February 1956) 

e ATV London (18 February 1956 - 28 July 1968) 

e ATV Midlands (17 February 1956 - 28 July 1968 but referred to in continuity until 
1981) 

e ATV Network (29 July 1968 - 1 January 1982) (always branded on-air as simply 'ATV') 


Initials used: 

e ABC (24 September 1955 - 2 October 1955) 
e ATV (8 October 1955 - 1 January 1982) 
Revival of brand[edit] 


In 2015, ITV Broadcasting Ltd surrendered its rights to the ATV trademark and it was 
acquired by Associated Television Productions Ltd which has produced programming for 
the Made Television network of local television channels. 


e Astronauts - series 2 (1983) made by Central 

e ATV Today 

e Bullseye The 1st series (1981) - subsequently made by Central until 1995 and 
revived by Granada for Challenge in 2006 

e Carry On Laughing 

e Celebrity Squares - revived by Reg Grundy Productions and Central between 1993 
and 1997, and again by Fremantle in 2014 

e Crossroads - subsequently made by Central until ending in 1988 and revived by 
Carlton in 2001 

e Death of a Princess 

e Disraeli Portrait of a Romantic 

e Edward the Seventh 

e Emergency - Ward 10 

e Family Fortunes (1980-1981) - subsequently made by Central and Carlton until 
ending in 2002 and revived by Fremantle in 2006 

e Fire Crackers (1964-1965) 

e General Hospital 

e Hine (1971) 

e /t Must Be Dusty 

e James Paul McCartney 

e Julie on Sesame Street 

e The Larkins 

e Lunchbox with Noele Gordon 

e Honey Lane 

e Meet Peters and Lee 

e New Faces - subsequently made by Central 

e Pipkins 

e Sapphire & Steel 

e Saturday Variety 

e Star Soccer 

e Sunday Night at the London Palladium 

e The Adventures of Robin Hood 

e The Cliff Richard Show 

e The Golden Shot 

e The Marty Feldman Comedy Machine 

e The Muppet Show 

e The Strange World of Gurney Slade 

e Timeslip 

e Tiswas - subsequently made by Central until ending in mid-1982 

e Toyah 1980 documentary 

e Two OfA Kind (1961) 

The majority of ITC programmes were first broadcast by ATV and distributed in the UK 


by them. Similarly, ATV's productions were distributed by ITC outside of the UK, with 
most ATV idents replaced with those for ITC. 


Other ventures[edit] 
ATV Music[edit] 


As a side note to ATV's television activities, the company also set up a music 
publishing division. This was known as ATV Music and existed initially to publish TV- 
related music, such as theme tunes, composed by its in-house composers. It was 
formed after ATV acquired a substantial share of Pye Records. This company was 
eventually split away from the parent company and went through numerous different 
owners as well as buying into other established music publishers including Northern 
Songs, which was the Beatles' publishing company. ATV Music eventually settled into 
the hands of Michael Jackson before being merged into Sony/ATV Music Publishing. 


See also[edit] 


e Central Independent Television 
e London Weekend Television 


e Associated British Corporation 
e |TV (TV network) 
e History of ITV 
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This is a timeline of the history of ATV 


1950s[edit] 


e 1955 


(0) 


24 September - Two days after the launch of ITV, ATV launches its weekend 
service for the London area. 


e 1956 


o 17 February - ATV launches its Midlands service, operating on weekdays 
with ABC providing the weekend programmes and ATV's London service is 
renamed ATV London. 

o 7 May - The first broadcast of ATV Midlands News takes place. It is a short daily 
summary of regional news with stories often sourced directly from the 
Birmingham Evening Dispatch, a local newspaper." Film footage is later added 
with footage shot by Birmingham Commercial Films. 

e 1957 
o No events. 
e 1958 

o ATV Midlands News is supplemented by the launch of Midland Montage, a weekly 
topical magazine programme. 

o ATV purchases the Elstree Studios. The main reason for the purchase was for 
production of the affiliated ITC filmed series, but they were also bought because 
ATV's existing television studios were deemed to be insufficient for its 
requirements. 

e 1959 
o ATV sets up its own news film unit for its regional news programmes. 
o ATV's logo is changed slightly. 
1960s[edit] 
e 1960 

o No events. 
e 1961 

o No events. 
e 1962 

o No events. 
e 1963 

o No events. 
e 1964 

o Aslight change is made to the logo to add either the region's name below the 
ident. “ 

o Early in 1964, ATV's weekday lunchtime entertainment programme, Lunchbox, 
ends. It had been on air since shortly after ATV had begun broadcasting. 
Consequently, ATV no longer broadcasts programming at lunchtime. 

o September - ATV launches its own listings magazine TV World. Previously, 
listings for the week ahead had been published in a Midlands version of 7VTimes. 

o 5 October - Following pressure from the Independent Television Authority to 


improve regional coverage, ATV introduces a nightly news magazine 
programme, ATV Today. It runs for 20 minutes and follows the teatime 15 


minute-long ATV Midlands News bulletin. Later ATV Today is later expanded to 
the full 30 minutes and the news bulletin is subsumed into the main programme. 

o 2 November - The first edition of ATV’s soap opera Crossroads is broadcast. The 
programme continues to be produced by Central after it takes over from ATV in 
1982, eventually ending in 1988. 


e 1965 
o No events. 


e 1966 
o Following a restructure of the company, ATV and Incorporated Television 
Programme Company (ITC) both become subsidiaries of the Associated 
Communications Corporation (ACC). 


e 1967 
o No events. 


e 1968 

o 28 July - ATV stops broadcasting in London when its franchise is given to London 
Weekend Television. However the company is now able to broadcast seven days 
a week across the Midlands. The company is renamed ATV Limited. 

o 2 August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 

o 14 September - The final edition of ATV's listings magazine TV World is 
published due to 7V7imes launching as a national publication the following week. 


e 1969 
o 15 November — To coincide with the launch of colour broadcasting, ATV’s logo is 
altered and the famous ‘zoom’ ident launches in glorious technicolor. 
o By 1969, ATV Midlands News is now called ATV News. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 
o June - Transmissions across the southern part of ATV's region are improved 
when ATV begins broadcasting from the Oxford transmitting station. 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ATV launches an afternoon service. 


e 1973 to 1978 
o No events, although the late 1970s sees the introduction of short news bulletins 
at lunchtime and late at night. They are called ATV Newsdesk. 


e 1979 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces ATV off the air. The strike ends on 24 


October. 
1980s[edit] 
e 1980 


o The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces that lack of regional 
programming and production (it had a major studio centre 
at Elstree in Hertfordshire, a legacy of its London contract), was hampering the 
region, so it insists that the new applicant for the franchise be more clearly 
based in the region and have separate facilities for the East and West Midlands. 
ACC creates ATV Midlands Limited, a shell company solely for the franchise 
process 

o 28 December - ACC is awarded the Midlands contract but with conditions 
attached. ACC is forced to sell 49% of the company, relinquish executive roles, 
sell the Elstree studios and rename the company to demonstrate that it is 
effectively a new business.“ 


e 1981 
o Central Independent Television is chosen as the name of the new Midlands 
franchise. 
e 1982 


o 1 January - At 12:34 a.m. the ATV name is used for the final time at closedown of 
the evening’s programmes as when transmissions resume at 9.25 a.m., Central 
officially goes on the air. 

o May - ACC sells its remaining stake in Central, thereby ending Associated 
Television's involvement with ITV.222 


e 1983 
o July - Central uses ATV's studio complex at Elstree for the final time. It does so in 
order to comply with a condition of the licence renewal which requires the 
company to stop using any London-centric facilities. 


e 1984 
o The Elstree Studios complex is sold to the BBC. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 
e History of ITV television idents 


e Timeline of ITV 
e Timeline of Central Independent Television 
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ITN 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about the news provider in the United Kingdom. For the channel in Sri 
Lanka, see Independent Television Network. For the news programme on ITV produced 
by the company, see ITV News. For other uses, see ITN (disambiguation). 
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Independent Television News 


TiN 


Genre News 
Founded January 1955 
Founder Independent Television Authority 


Headquarters London 


England, United Kingdom 


Area served Worldwide 


Key people Anna Mallett (CEO) 


Owners ITV plc (40%) 
DMGT (20%) 
Thomson Reuters (20%) 
UBM plc (20%) 


Divisions Broadcast News 
ITN Productions 


Website www.itn.co.uk 


Independent Television News (ITN) is a UK-based television production company. It 
is made up of two divisions: Broadcast News and ITN Productions. ITN is based 

in London, with bureaux and offices in Beijing, Brussels, Jerusalem, Johannesburg, New 
York, Paris, Sydney and Washington DC. 


ITN produces the daily news programmes for ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 in the UK, 
and in recent years has diversified to produce a wide range of content including 
documentaries, sports, advertising and digital material for a range of international 
clients. 


Between 1955 and 1999, ITN was more commonly known as the general brand name of 
ITV's news programmes. Since 8 March 1999, ITV has used /7V News as the brand name 
for its news programmes, though ITN continues as the network's news provider. 


History[edit] 


ITN was founded in January 1955 by a consortium of the initial four Independent 
Television (later ITV) broadcasting companies, with former Labour MP Aidan Crawley as 
editor-in-chief. One of those companies, the London weekday contract- 

holder Associated-Rediffusion offered the new company studio space in its headquarters 
in Aldwych, London. The first bulletin was broadcast at 10pm on 22 September 1955 on 
ITV's launch night. The bulletin was presented by former champion athlete Christopher 
Chataway. From the start, ITN broke new ground by introducing in-vision and named 
'newscasters' (rather than the BBC's nameless and sound-only 'newsreaders'), and 
reporter packages. The unique, probing reporting style of Robin Day caused shock 
among politicians, finding themselves questioned continually for information - this had 
never been the case with the BBC. There was also some early tensions with the ITV 
companies. ABC Television, the ITV contractor for the north and Midlands on weekends, 
immediately called for shorter ITN bulletins. While the ITA ruled on a minimum of a 20- 
minute bulletin, disagreements with the ITV companies over ITN's budget triggered the 
resignation of its news editor Aidan Crawley after just one year in 1956. He was 
replaced by Geoffrey Cox. 


Throughout the early years, ITN continued to develop its service to the ITV network with 
an agenda to firstly, fulfil its public service broadcasting requirements and secondly 
satisfy the ITV companies by attracting viewers. Under this method, ITN continued to 
differentiate itself from the BBC by conducting probing interviews, introducing more 
human interest stories and bringing ordinary people on to screen by using so-called 'vox 


pops' (interviews, usually held in the street, with members of the general public), all of 
which were seen as a radical departure at the time in British broadcasting.“ As the ITN 
reporter and later ITN political editor Julian Haviland, put it: "My view was that at ITN we 
must be at least as responsible and accurate as the BBC, without being so damned 
boring". As ITV expanded, each ITV company that made up the network's federal 
structure had to purchase a stake in ITN and to continue to finance the company. 


In 1967, ITN was given the go-ahead by the ITA to provide a full 30-minute daily news 
programme at 10pm on ITV. There was further tension with the ITV executives as they 
were sceptical of the idea that viewers would want a full 30 minutes of news every 
Monday to Friday and they were also losing valuable peak time slots which could be 
used for the sale of commercial advertising. News at Ten began broadcasting on 3 July 
1967 with a newscaster team consisting of Alastair Burnet, Andrew Gardner, George 
Ffitch and Reginald Bosanquet. It was initially given a 13-week trial run, however, the 
programme proved to be extremely popular with viewers and continued for a further 32 
years. News at Ten was to become one of the most prestigious news programmes of its 
time in British history with a reputation for high-quality journalism and innovation. 

u |TN's News at Ten also prompted the BBC to gradually expand it's 20:50 news bulletin 
from ten minutes to fifteen, twenty and then twenty-five minutes. The Nine O'Clock 
News began broadcasting in 1970 as News at Ten’s rival. ITN also established other 
programmes in the ITV schedule. First Report, a lunchtime bulletin began in 1972 and 
by 1976, News at 5.45 commenced. This was a period when ITN enjoyed its greatest 
plaudits, following Lord Annan's 1977 report on the future of broadcasting, which 
declared: "We subscribe to the generally held view that ITN has the edge over BBC 
news."21 


ITN obtained the contract to produce Channel 4 News when the channel started 
broadcasting in 1982. The programme was launched by Peter Sissons, Trevor 
McDonald and Sarah Hogg. The hour-long programme has been broadcast at 7pm since 
it started and has a reputation for high-quality journalism and thorough analysis. 


Until the 1990s, the individual ITV companies had an obligation to provide a national 
news programme, which required them to take a share in the ITN operation. Following 
the Broadcasting Act 1990, ITN had to apply and bid for a licence to provide such 
services on these ITV network, and would have to fight competition in order to preserve 
its services, as had become the case with other ITV franchisees. The Broadcasting Act 
also allowed the Independent Television Commission to introduce ownership rules for 
news providers. The move was to transform the company from a 'cost centre' to a 
‘profit-making business’. The move saw 400 staff made redundant, and the closure of a 
number of international bureaux to claw back a £10 million deficit in order to provide a 
competitive product to obtain the ITV news contract. Within three years the company 
turned to profit in 1993 with suggestions at the time that the company should be listed 
on the stock exchange.™ 


The company launched 5 News in 1997 following the foundation of Channel 5. 


The 1990s saw major changes to the television landscape in Britain. The growth of 
multichannel television saw ITV's share of audience fall. Against this backdrop ITV itself 
became increasingly commercially aggressive. This was to be a major turning point in 
ITN's history which saw a reduction in the ITV news contract. By this period the main ITV 
companies Granada and Carlton had also viewed unfavourably the scheduling of News 
at Ten which became a subject of dispute between ITN and the ITV companies. ITN 
favoured keeping the bulletin, however, the ITV companies claimed audiences were lost 
at 10pm as the news interrupted films and drama programming. News at Ten eventually 
ended in March 1999 with ITN's flagship bulletin moved to 6.30pm with a shorter late 


night bulletin at 11pm. Consolidation of the ITV network under a unified ITV brand also 
saw the removal of the on-screen ITN brand which was replaced with /TV News. From 
this point, the ITN brand was gradually phased out and it is now only referenced to in 
the end production caption. In 1997, ITN started producing The Queen's speech to the 
Commonwealth at Christmas every other year,“ so for the first time since the inception 
of Independent Television in 1955, ITN produced a programme for its rival the BBC. [tetason 


needed] 


The early years of the 21st century was to prove to be a challenging period. The axing 
of News at Ten caused public outcry and ITN's viewership figures fell by 13.9% Political 
pressure and pressure from the media resulted in ITV bringing back a shorter 20 minute 
bulletin at 10pm three nights a week. The programme eventually lost share to the BBC 
News at Ten (which launched in 2000 to capitalise on ITV's move) and ITV eventually 
axed the programme again in 2004 and moved the bulletin to 10.30pm before bringing 
it back to 10pm again in 2008. The biggest challenge came in 2001 when British Sky 
Broadcasting bid to supply network news to ITV as part of a consortium. ITN eventually 
succeeded and was awarded a contract extension to 2008. In January 2005 Sky News 
took over supplying bulletins to Channel 5; ITN had produced 5 News since its launch in 
1997 and the contract was returned in February 2012, following a change of ownership 
at Channel 5. 


In August 2000, ITN launched its own 24-hour news channel in the UK, broadcast on 
satellite, cable and digital terrestrial. It was 50% owned by ITN and 50% owned 

by NTL. Carlton and Granada gradually bought out the two stakes and renamed the 

channel the ITV News Channel. It closed down on 23 December 2005. Poor ratings in 
comparison to BBC News 24 and Sky News, and ITV's desire to re-use the channel's 

allocation on Freeview, were cited as the reasons. 


In March 2004 following its acquisition of the London News Network, a company 
previously owned by the now merged Carlton and Granada, ITN began producing local 
news bulletins for the ITV London region. ITN produced More4 News between 2005 and 
2009. In 2007 it began producing Setanta Sports News; however it closed in 2009.4 


Between 1996 and 2002, it also owned a share of London News Radio, which was based 
at ITN's Gray's Inn Road headquarters and operated the LBC and News Direct 

London radio stations. ITN used to operate a radio news service on behalf 

of Independent Radio News (IRN) but on 15 October 2008, IRN announced that Sky_ 
News Radio was to replace ITN as its main supplier from March 2009. 


While news production remains the cornerstone of ITN's business model, the company 
has diversified from its original remit. ITN Source (originally ITN Archive) is one of the 
world's largest sources of historical film. ITN Productions creates multi-platform 
content for major global brands, covering genres such as factual, entertainment, news 
and corporate production. Clients that commission award-winning programmes from ITN 
Productions include major UK and international broadcasters such as ITV, the BBC, 
Channel 4, Channel 5, History and Discovery, with television commissions including 
Climbing Great Buildings on BBC2 and Mud Men on History. 


John Hardie is the chief executive officer of ITN, a position he took up in June 2009. Prior 
to this, he was executive VP and MD of Walt Disney Television EMEA. !<t#tioxneedes |n 2018 it 
was announced that John Hardie was to leave ITN, and be replaced in 2019 by Anna 
Mallett, who was previously Group Chief Operating Officer and MD, Production at BBC 
Studios.24 


Studios at ITN[edit] 


As of July 2019 there are currently three main operational television studios based at 
ITN headquarters in 200 Grays Inn Road, London. 


Studios 1 and 2 are around 2,500 Sq Ft each in size with Studio 6 slightly smaller at 
around 2,000 Sq Ft. 


Studio 1 


Studio 1 is currently the home to all ITV national news bulletins as well as all local news 
bulletins made by ITN for ITV News London. The studio has also been used for ITV's 
general election night coverage since the 2005 general election. 


Studio 2 


Studio 2 is currently the home to 5 News, made by ITN for Channel 5. The studio is also 
used every weekday morning for the Channel 5 Jeremy Vine Show. 


Studio 6 


Studio 6 is currently the home to Channel 4 News, produced by ITN for Channel 4, and 
has occupied this studio since it opened in 1999. 


There were previous studios located in the building, however in recent years they have 
been decommissioned and are no longer available, with most being converted back into 
office space.24 


The atrium of ITN headquarters has been utilised by ITN for the 1997 and 2001 general 
election night coverage, where the atrium itself was converted into a huge studio for 
their general election night coverage for those two elections. The atrium view was also 
used by ITV News for their 2005 general election, this time superimposed into their 
virtual green screen news studio. The look proved popular, that it was added to all ITV 
national news bulletins from January 2006 until February 2009. [!etation needed 


Operations/[edit] 


An ITN satellite van 


ITN produced programmes schedule[edit] 
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ITV NewS[edit] 
Main article: ITV News 


ITN/ITV News[edit] 


This section needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
ee citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 

Find 

sources: "ITN" - news " newspapers « books « scholar « JSTOR (February 
2012) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


ITN has produced all national news bulletins on ITV since the network was launched on 
22 September 1955. Originally the ITN logo and brand featured prominently on all news 
bulletins on ITV, however, since March 1999, bulletins have been branded as /TV News. 
Trademarks of /TV News include the use of the clock-face of the Elizabeth 

Tower of Westminster Palace, the chimes of Big Ben punctuating the days headlines and 
the signature theme tune; The Awakening by Johnny Pearson. 


Throughout the early years, ITN established programmes in the ITV schedule 

including First Report at lunchtime, News at 5.45 in the evening and the flagship News 
at Ten. Today, ITV News on weekdays broadcasts the /TV Lunchtime News at 1.30pm, 
the /TV Evening News at 6.30pm and /TV News at Ten with bulletins broadcast at 
various times on weekends. ITN has at times interrupted the ITV schedule to provide 
updates on major breaking stories of national and international importance including 
the September 11 attacks, London bombings, 2005 or events involving the British Royal 
Family. ITN has covered every general election since 1955 for ITV, providing 
comprehensive coverage of the counts throughout election night and has also broadcast 


special programmes covering the UK budget speech given by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 


ITN's history is inextricably linked to that of ITV as prior to the Broadcasting Act 

1990 each of the ITV companies owned a share. In the 1990s, under new ownership, it 
was accused of abandoning its previous news style, which was broadsheet in style to 
mid-market tabloid with news stories that focused on personalities in the news rather 
than heavy news coverage leading to accusations of dumbing down its coverage. 


ITN's most famous news programme, News at Ten was also controversially replaced by 
an 11pm news bulletin in 1999, said to be in order to allow ITV to broadcast films 
without the interruption of a 10 o'clock news bulletin. Mews at Ten was subsequently re- 
instated in 2001 after heavy public criticism over the change. The restored programme 
was 10 minutes shorter than its predecessor and carried less in-depth news coverage. It 
was also broadcast at a later time at least one day a week, which meant it was often 
jokingly referred to as News at When? There was increasing speculation that the News 
at Ten would again be moved, after under-performing against the Ten O'Clock 

News on BBC One which broadcasts every day at 10:00pm. In October 2003, 

the Independent Television Commission gave ITV approval to move News at Ten. 


The /TV News at 10.30 launched on ITV on 2 February 2004 (the day that ITV in England, 
Wales and Southern Scotland came under the ownership of a single company) and was 
presented by Sir Trevor McDonald. The programme was longer than its predecessor and 
carried an integrated regional bulletin, as well as more business stories, a nightly sports 
update and a preview of the following day's newspapers. Mark Austin took over main 
presenting duties on 16 January 2006. 


The rebranded programme again saw new titles, this time featuring people walking over 
the face of Big Ben and has lately followed a more "sensationalist" approach to its main 
headlines. When ITV executive chairman Michael Grade joined ITV, he made it clear that 
he saw news as the key in defining any channel. On 14 January 2008, the News at 

Ten returned, presented by Julie Etchingham and McDonald returned to his duties 
again. Mark Austin joined Etchingham as co-presenter in 2009. As of October 2015, Tom 
Bradby has been the main presenter on the programme. 


ITV News at 6.30 has, since it was launched in 1999, been the network's most popular 
bulletin. Its presenters include Mark Austin, Mary Nightingale and Alastair Stewart. 


In March 2004, ITN took over production of ITV London's regional news programmes, 
which relocated from The London Television Centre on the South Bank to ITN's Gray's 
Inn Road base. 

Channel 4[edit] 

Main article: Channel 4 News 


Channel 4 News[edit] 


ITN is home to Channel 4 News, having produced the programme since the channel's 
inception in 1982. 


The Channel 4 News flagship programme is 55 minutes of in-depth news and current 
affairs broadcast at 7pm each weekday and at 6.30pm on Saturdays and Sundays. The 
weekday evening programme is anchored by Jon Snow, whereas Krishnan Guru- 
Murthy presents the weekend bulletins. 


A five-minute-long news summary goes out Monday to Friday at midday. The bulletin 
replaced Channel 4's 30-minute News at Noon programme in late 2009, six years after 
its launch during the Iraq War of 2003. 


ITN created More4 News when the digital channel More4 was launched in October 2005. 
It ran at 8pm, immediately after Channel 4 News. It was originally presented by Sarah 
Smith; Kylie Morris took over presenting duties in June 2007 and Smith was posted to 
the US as Channel 4 News' Washington correspondent. In December 2009 Channel 4 
cancelled More4 News."2! 


Channel 5[edit] 
Main article: 5 News 


5 News[edit] 


From the launch of Channel 5 in 1997, ITN provided the news bulletins for 5 News. 
However, in January 2005, ITN lost the contract, which was awarded to Sky News. In 
2011 ITN regained the contract in a three-year deal to provide news for Channel 5 from 
early 2012, but on a much reduced budget. The deal followed an agreement by Sky 
and Northern & Shell, the then-owner of Channel 5, to terminate the 5 News contract 
early.221 


International[edit] 


ITN began its own World News bulletins in the late 1980s, which were shown around the 
world on local television channels, particularly on PBS stations in the US, where 
presenter Daljit Dhaliwal (now with Al-Jazeera English) enjoyed cult status. 


These were discontinued in 2001, in the face of competition from dedicated news 
channels such as BBC World (now known as BBC World News), although it still provides 
footage to CNN International and reports often appear on PBS NewsHour. Its ITV 
Evening News bulletin was shown on the Newsworld International cable channel in the 
US. 


Other ventures[edit] 


ITN launched its 24-hour news channel in 2000, which was jointly bought by the main 
ITV companies Carlton and Granada in 2002 and rebranded as the ITV News Channel. It 
was closed down in 2005. 


Setanta Sports News was a 24-hour sports news television channel produced by ITN and 
jointly owned by Virgin Media Television and Setanta Sports, launched on 29 November 
2007. The channel ceased broadcasting on 23 June 2009, when Setanta's UK operation 
were placed into administration following financial difficulties. 


ITN Consulting was the management consultancy arm of ITN, combining the resources 
of ITN with the consulting team's experience to advise global media companies on 
issues spanning all areas of strategy and operations, including financial planning, 
marketing, scheduling and content, recruitment, and interim management. With 
partner, Venture Consulting, it had offices in London, Milan, Dubai, Singapore and 
Sydney. It operated as a network with its consultants working on engagements globally 
and focused "on how strategy can be implemented to deliver to real change". ITN 
Consulting stated that "an understanding of how global, regional and local media 
markets conflict and come together enables them to identify the opportunities this 
creates". They took an external, outsider perspective as well as having the viewpoint of 
senior "insider" media executives. ITN Consulting was extensively involved in the 


development of business plans for local TV in the UK. It also consulted a range of 
national broadcasters on improving performance. The unit closed in 2012. 


ITN Source[edit] 


ITN Source! (formerly ITN Archive) licenses video footage from ITN's one million hours 
of archive content including news, drama, celebrity, comedy, music, wildlife, natural 
history and film. It also syndicates on-the-day news footage generated by ITN to other 
broadcasters and producers worldwide. The company represents the moving image 
libraries of Reuters, ITV (including ITV Studios), ANI, UTV, Fox News, Fox 

Movietone, Gaumont British, Nine Network and other specialist collections. Its 
headquarters are in London and it has sales offices in New York, Toronto, Paris, 
Johannesburg, Sydney and Tokyo. 


In 2005, ITN became a shareholder in Espresso Group, a provider of digital content to 
more than 60% of primary schools in the UK and also internationally. Espresso services 
feature an extensive library of broadband teaching resources and student activities to 
motivate pupils and support teachers, including content from ITN Source. In May 2008, 
the Education Clip Library,“" a unique, video licensing service for educational publishers 
and broadcasters around the world, was launched. It is aimed at educational publishers 
and broadcasters seeking to add video to their instructional products and services. 
Espresso was acquired by Discovery Education (part of Discovery Communications) on 7 
November 2013.22 


In October 2008, ITN Source announced the creation of Diagonal View,4# a joint venture 
with Matt Heiman, a digital entrepreneur. The company packages content from ITN 
Source's archive and syndicates it to a range of commercial partners 

including MySpace, YouTube and MSN. 


ITN Productions[edit] 
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ITN Productions was formed in February 2010 and incorporates the non-news operations 
of ITN, including the former ITN On, ITN Factual and ITN Corporate divisions.22 


ITN was one of the first companies to provide news content for 3G mobile phones, when 
it struck a deal to provide daily news bulletins for the 3 network in 2003. 


It has since expanded its video news service providing news, sport and showbiz content 
to a wide range of broadcasters, newspapers and websites. 


Showbiz bulletins from ITN are broadcast daily on a number of television channels, 
including FYI Daily on ITV2, ITV3 and ITV4, The Fix on 4Music and Access on 5Star. A 
daily showbiz breakfast show, The Breakfast Fix, is broadcast on 4Music. 


From August 2013, ITN Productions was awarded the contract to produce the Premier 
League online and mobile highlights service for News UK. Content appears on The 
Sunand The Times subscription websites and mobile apps. 


Digital content is supplied to sports news video agency SNTV. 


ITN Productions also creates factual programming for ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 as 
well as international broadcasters, including Discovery Channel, History 
Channel, PBS and National Geographic Channel. 


ITN has produced shows for Sky, with one of its later programmes being Harrow: A Very 


British School. 
ITN also supplied programming to the now-closed Teachers TV service. 


Ownership[edit] 
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From its inception in 1955, ITN was originally jointly owned by all the ITV operating 
companies, the shares split roughly in proportion to each company's advertising 
income. However the Broadcasting Act 1990 allowed the ITC to set ownership rules. It 
was decided to limit the ITV companies to a maximum joint 49% stake, with no single 
company allowed more than a 20% holding. The powers were abolished by 

the Communications Act 2003. 


Owner Snares 
ITV plc 40% 
ate Mail and General 20% 
Thomson Reuters 20% 
UBM plc 20% 


ITV plc's shareholding forms part of the wider ITV News Group which incorporates the 
regional operations in England, Southern Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the 
Channel Islands. The Director of the ITV News Group is Michael Jermey, a former editor 
and executive at ITN. 


ITV's ownership of 40% of ITN (at that time equally split between Carlton and Granada) 
made the 2001 bid from Sky for ITV bulletins unlikely to succeed, the network having a 
vested interest to see ITN continue. The ITN contract for ITV News expires at the end of 


2012. On 2 April 2007 ITN signed a deal which superseded the existing contract, worth 
at least £42m per year, and invested more than £15m to upgrade ITN's newsroom as 
part of the deal. 
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ITN has been spoofed several times on ITV's The Benny Hill Show, namely in one 1971 
show with the logo reading "NIT" instead of "ITN" and with Hill as Reginald "Boozenquet" 
and Andrew Gardner. 


ITN was also spoofed in a sketch in 1978 with Benny Hill as Angela O'Rippon, a parody 
of Angela Rippon, and as Ann Afford, a parody of Anna Ford. It was also spoofed ina 
black and white 1971 show and a 1973 episode. 


See also[edit] 


e = List of ITV journalists and newsreaders 
e Independent Radio News 
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ITV Studios Australia 


STUDIOS 


AUSTRALIA 


Type Subsidiary 

Industry Television 

Genre Television production 
Founded 1989; 30 years ago (as Artist 


Services) 


Headquarters Sydney 


Area served Australia 


Key people David Mott 
(CEO and managing director) 


Services Television program production 
Owner ITV plc 

Parent ITV Studios 

Website ITVstudios.com.au 


ITV Studios Australia is an Australian television production company and the 
Australian arm of UK company ITV Studios. It was formed as Artist Services in 1989, 
later becoming Granada Media Australia before being rebranded to its current name 
in 2013. 


The company produces or co-produces numerous Australian television programs across 
commercial television, public broadcasters and subscription television in Australia. ITV 
Studios Australia is based at Fox Studios Australia in Sydney. 


History[edit] 


The company has its origins in production company Artist Services, a company formed 
in 1989 by a group of investors including Steve Vizard, producing many shows such 

as Fast forward, Full Frontal, SeaChange as well as Vizard's Tonight Live with Steve 
Vizard. Half of the company was sold to John Fairfax Holdings in 1995 for A$9 million, at 
a time when the company was generating about $50 million per year.2 In 1998, the 
entire company was acquired by Granada for A$25 million. 


Under the Granada Media Australia banner, the company produced a variety of 
programs including the first seven seasons of the Seven Network's Dancing with the 
Stars (2004-2007); Nine Network's Merrick and Rosso Unplanned (2003); six seasons 
of FOX8's Australia's Next Top Model, Ten's Australian Princess (2005-2007), Talkin' 
‘Bout Your Generation (2009-2012, 2018-present) and reboot of Young Talent 

Time (2012); Lifestyle Channel's Come Dine with Me Australia. 


The company rebranded as ITV Studios Australia in January 2013, with the first program 
carrying the new branding being the second season of ABC comedy program Shaun 
Micallef's Mad as Hell mm 


Under the ITV Studios name, productions include LifeStyle Channel's Paddock to 
Plate (2013-2014), Seven game show The Chase Australia (2015-present), Ten's /‘m a 


Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here! (2015-present) and the sixth season of Nine's The Voice 
Australia (2017-present). 


Productions[edit] 


ie] Programs with a shaded background indicate the program is still in production. 


Tonight Live with Steve Vizard 1990-1993 


Full Frontal Seven Network 1993-1997 
as Rae Network Ten 1998-1999 


The Micallef P(r)ogram(me) 1998-2001 
Merrick and Rosso Unplanned 2003-2004 


First seven 
Dancing with the Stars Seven Network 2004-2007 | seasons 
only. 


Australian Princess Network Ten 2005-2007 


First six 
Australia's Next Top Model FOX8 2005-2010 | seasons 
only. 


Battle of the Choirs 


The Trophy Room 


Come Dine with Me Australia 


Four Weddings B 


Young Talent Time Network Ten 2012 reboot 


Please Marry My Boy Seven Network 


Celebrit, Come Dine With Me LifeStyle Food 
Australia 


; medy 

Off Their Rockers The Comed 2013 

Channel 

Come Date with Me Network Ten 2013-2014 | 


Paddock to Plate LifeStyle Food 2013-2014 


noma Australia™ 


Keeping Australia Alive! mc 2016 


Hell's Kitchen Australia 


; Announced 
Drag Race Australia in 2019 


ABC 
SBS 
BC 
BA 
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12 Yard 


Industry Television 
Genre Production company 
Founded 2001 


Founder David Young 


Headquarters London 


, 


UK 
Owner ITV plc 
Parent ITV Studios 
Website www.12yard.com # 


| | 
12 Yard Productions is a British television production company. It was founded in 


2001 by David Young and the creative team behind the worldwide hit Weakest 
Link and Hat Trick Productions. =a 


12 Yard has gone on to become one of the world's most successful entertainment 
format creators, producing hit formats including the BBC's long-running early evening 
quiz Eggheads, Saturday night BBC1 lottery formats The National Lottery: In it to Win 
itand Who Dares Wins!, primetime feel-good format Holding out for a Hero, Take on the 
Twisters and Big Star's Little Star for ITV, and Coach Trip, Celebrity Coach 

Trip and Christmas Coach Trip for Channel 4. 


On 5 December 2007, it was confirmed that ITV plc had acquired 12 Yard for £35 
million. 


Programming[edit] 


e Think Tank” 

e Insert Name Here®! 

e 5-Star Family Reunion® 
e The Instant Gardener” 
e Guess This House®! 

e Hello, Campers! 

e Gift Wrapped 

e The Guess List™ 

e Big Star's Little Star 

e Pressure Pad 

e Eggheads! 

e Celebrity Eggheads 

e Revenge of the Egghead"! 
e nitto Win it” 

e Who Dares Wins!” 

e Coach Trip™ 

e Celebrity Coach Trip™ 
e Christmas Coach Trip™ 
e Perfection” 


e Take on the Twisters! 

e Holding out for a Hero™® 

e Don't Blow the Inheritance!” 

e Without Prejudice 7 

e Brendan's Magical Mystery Tour! 

e Top Dog Modet" 

e Sorority Girls? 

e The Great British Village Show (BBC One, 2007)?! 
e Michael Winner's Dining Stars (ITV, 2010) 
e The Colour of Money 

e The Rich List?! 

e Dirty Money” 
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Big Talk Productions Limited 


Type Subsidiary 

Industry Film & TV 

Genre Comedy 

Founded 11 February 1994; 25 years ago 
Founder Nira Park 


Headquarters United Kingdom 


Owner ITV plc 
Parent ITV Studios 
Website bigtalkproductions.com 


Big Talk Productions Limited is a British film and television production 
company founded by Nira Park in 1994. Big Talk was acquired by ITV Studios in 2013." 


Film[edit] 


Filmography[edit] 
Released[edit] 


Yea Title 


Shaun of the Dead 


Hot Fuzz 


Scott Pilgrim vs. the 


Attack the Block 
Sightseers 
The World's End 


In Fear 


Cuban Fury 


Baby Driver 


The Kid Who Would Be 
King 


Upcomingledit] 


Last Night in 
Soho 


TBA | Baby Driver 2 


Critical reception[edit] 


Rotten See 
Tomatoes 


Shaun of the Dead 


Scott Pilgrim vs. the 


Attack the Block 


os 
Tomatoes es 

Se 
= pep = |= 


ee ee ee 


The Kid Who Would Be [261127] 
a aeaa rea ae 89% 
King 


Commercial performance[edit] 


Domestic Worldwide Referen 
Gross Gross ce 
Shaun of the Dead $6, ae ine $13,542,874 $30,039,392 


$12,000,0 


Hot Fuzz 


$23,637,265 $80,573,774 


Scott Pilgrim vs. the $60,000,0 Sole 524, 279 $47,664,559 


Attack the Block a ee $1,024,175 $5,824,175 


mhe wodd end pore $26,004,851 | $46,089,287 


Cuban Fury Dr $5,645,773 


Baby Driver aa $107,825,862 | $226,945,087 
The Kid Who Would Be | $59,000,0 $16,790,790 $32,140,970 
King 00 


TV shows[edit] 
List of TV showS[edit] 


P 


2011- cee 
Friday Night Dinner 


2011 
2011 The Pranker 
20 Show Me the Funny 


Comedy Showcase: 
Ao Chickens 
2011-2012 Threesome 


2011 Patrick Monahan Live 
2012 Friday Night Dinner (US) 


Raised By Wolves 
The Job Lot 


Houdini and Doyle 


ANY Living the Dream 


present 
a Bliss 
present 
OTe The Imitation Game 
present 
TBC The Goes Wrong Show 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


Yea 


z Association Category Nominee(s) Result 
201 | Diversity in Media Production Company of Big Talk Nominat 
7 Awards the Year Productions ed 


See also[edit] 


e Apatow Productions 
e IIV 

e Point Grey Pictures 
e Working Title Films 
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Mammoth Screen Limited 


Type Private limited company 


Industry Television 
Media 
Genre Production company 
Founded 2007 
Founders Michele Buck, Damien Timmer 


Headquarters UK 
Parent ITV Studios 


Website www.mammothscreen.com 


Mammoth Screen is a UK-based production company that was established in 2007 by 
Michele Buck and Damien Timmer. It produces drama for key UK broadcasters, 
especially ITV, and international distribution. 


ITV announced on 1 June 2015 that it had acquired Mammoth Screen, which is now part 
of ITV Studios. 


Productions/[edit] 


e The Pale Horse (TBA) for BBC One - 2 episodes 

e Desire (TBA) for ITV - 5 episodes 

e The Serpent (TBA) for BBC One - 8 episodes 

e Noughts and Crosses (2019) for BBC One - 6 episodes 

e World on Fire (2019) for BBC One - 7 episodes 

e The War of the Worlds (2019) for BBC One - 3 episodes 
e The ABC Murders (2018) for BBC One - 3 episodes 

e Vanity Fair (2018) for ITV - 7 episodes 

e The City & the City (2018) for BBC Two - 4 episodes 

e Ordeal by Innocence (2018) for BBC One - 3 episodes 

e Next of Kin (2018) for ITV - 6 episodes 

e Fearless (2017) for ITV - 6 episodes 

e The Witness for the Prosecution (2016) for BBC One - 2 episodes 
e Victoria (2016 - present) for ITV - 3 series + 1 upcoming 
e Black Work (2015) for ITV - 3 episodes 

e Poldark (2015-2019) for BBC One - 5 series 


e Agatha Raisin (2014-2016) for Sky 1 - pilot + 8 episodes 

e Remember Me (2014) for BBC One - 3 episodes 

e And Then There Were None (2015) for BBC One - three-part miniseries 
e Falcón (2012) for Sky UK, Canal+, and ZDF - 4 episodes 

e Parade's End (2012) for BBC Two, HBO, and VRT - 5 x 1-hour serial 

e Endeavour (2012 - present) for ITV - pilot + 5 series + 1 upcoming 

e Monroe (2011) for ITV1- six-part series 

e Christopher and His Kind (2011) for BBC Two - television film 

e Joe Maddison's War (2010) for ITV1 - television film 

e Bouquet of Barbed Wire (2010) for ITV1 - three-part miniseries 

e Dappers (2010) for BBC Three - pilot! 

e Amanda Holden's Fantasy Lives (2010) for ITV1 - three-part miniseries2! 
e Margot (2010) for BBC Four - television film 

e Wuthering Heights (2009) for ITV1 - two-part miniseries 

e Lostin Austen (2008) for ITV1 - four-part miniseries 

e Bonekickers (2008) for BBC One - 6 episodes 


North Korean hacking allegations[edit] 


In October 2017 it was reported that an upcoming drama about a British nuclear 
scientist taken prisoner in North Korea, commissioned by Channel 4 and with the 
working title Opposite Number, had caused the production company's computer 
HEWER to be targeted by North Korean hackers. The project was subsequently shelved. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Bold new BBC Three drama pilots to premiere online". BBC Press Office. 26 May 2017. 
Retrieved 16 October 2017. 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 
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Multistory Media 


Type Subsidiary of ITV Studios 


Industry Media 


Headquarters The London Studios, 
The Leeds Studios 
MediaCityUK 

Products Television 

Owner ITV plc 

Parent ITV Studios 

Website shiver.tv 


Multistory Media (formerly known as Shiver) is a British television production 
company. It is a subsidiary of ITV Studios and one of the largest providers of factual 
entertainment in the United Kingdom.™2! Some of its productions include Paul O'Grady: 
For the Love of Dogs, 60 Minute Makeover and Peter Andre: My Life. 


Originally, Multistory Media was the factual entertainment and features network 
production departments of Tyne Tees Television and Yorkshire Television. When ITV Plc 
was created the separate departments of these two subsidiaries were merged into 
Yorkshire Television and they were branded as Granada Productions North Factual 
Entertainment and Features. They were then renamed as the northern factual 
entertainment and features department within ITV Yorkshire part of ITV Productions. At 
this point an internal re-organisation took place to disband the management structure 
of Yorkshire Television and transfer the production business from Yorkshire Television 
Limited to ITV Productions Limited. The departments were then closed as part of a wider 
company production review but were re-opened in Leeds as Shiver, a subsidiary of ITV 
Studios. 


On 23 May 2019, Shiver changed their name to Multistory Media." 


Productions[edit] 
Programme Channel Based at Years 
30 Years of CITV ITV The Leeds Studios 2012 


Up series ITV 1964— 


Programme 


ITV (2004- 
2014) 

Quest 

Red (2018—) 


The London Studios 


ae 
Alexander Armstrong in the ITV 
Land of the Midnight Sun 
Ce 


60 Minute Makeover 


Ade in Britain 


Amazing Animal Births 


Britain's Darkest Taboos 


MediaCityUK 


SSI AI Ts DENCH oes Channel 4 The Leeds Studios 
Comedy Shows 

Chatsworth BBC One MediaCityUK 

Come Dine with Me Channel 4 The London Studios 


I 
Come on Down! The Game ITV the eed Studo: 
Show Story 


Cook Me the Money The London Studios 


Dance Mums with Jennifer Drome 
Ellison 


[rem fom |e 


Eat, Shop, Save 
Emmerdale at 40 The Leeds Studios 


Exposure: The Other Side of 
Jimmy Savile 


Gibraltar: Britain in the Sun Channel 5 a 


Gino's Italian Escape 


The London Studios 


Gok's Lunchbox 


Harbour Lives 


Hillsborough: The Search For 
Truth 


Jimmy and the Whale Whisperer 


Katie Price's Pony Club 


Katie Price: My Crazy Life 


Programme 


Lady C and the Castle 


Last Laugh in Vegas 


Little England 


May The Best House Win 


Myleene Klass: Single Mums on 
Benefits 


Oscar Pistorius: The Interview 


Paul O'Grady: For the Love of 
Dogs 


Paul O'Grady's Animal Orphans 


Peston on Sunday 


Peter Andre: My Life 


Piers Morgan's Life Stories 


Pride of Britain Awards 


The London Studios 


The Leeds 
Studios and MediaCityUK 


The London Studios 


The London Studios 


The London Studios 


The London Studios 


The London Studios 


a ar 
Sere mf mo 


Rory Bremner's Great British MediaCityUK 
Views 
Show Me the Telly a MediaCityUK 


Star Treatment 
Stars in their Cars 


Strictly Kosher 


Super Tiny Animals MediaCityUK 


Tales from Northumberland with 


Robson Green The Leeds Studios 


Tales from the Coast with 


Robson Green The Leeds Studios 


The Corrie Years The Leeds Studios 


The Dales MediaCityUK 


pf |e 
The Investigator: A British Crime 
Story 


The Lakes MediaCityUK 
The Golden Rules of TV MediaCityUK 
The Grave Trade The London Studios 
The Martin Lewis Money Show The London Studios 


The Leeds 
Studios and MediaCityUK 


The Nation's Favourite 
The Talent Show Story The Leeds Studios 


The Queen and I The Leeds Studios 


The Royal History of Pop 


Utterly Outrageous Reality TV 
Moments of 2012 


The Leeds Studios 


Weight Loss Ward The Leeds Studios 


When Ali Came to Britain MediaCityUK 


Programme Channel Based at Years 


: T : 2010- 
Wild Britain with Ray Mears ITV 2013 
William at 30 ITV MediaCityUK 2012 

: 2013— 
You Saw Them Here First ITV 2016 
References[edit] 
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Potato 


Type Subsidiary of ITV Studios 


Key people Michael Kelpie (Managing Director) 


Products Television 
Owner ITV Studios 
Website potatotv.co.uk 


Potato is a British television production company. It is a subsidiary of ITV Studios and is 
one of the largest providers of factual entertainment in the United Kingdom. It was 
established in March 2013 by ITV. !tetion needeat 


Potato produces TV shows such as The Chase, Ninja Warrior UK and CelebAbility. 


Productions[edit] 
Programme Channel os Notes 
The Chase ITV aus Daytime game show 
The Big Reunion ITV2 ae 2 series 
Four Weddings Sky Living 2013 
Britain's Secret Treasures ITV 2013 2 series 
/ Never Knew That About ITV 2014 TEIE 
Britain 
Game Show 2013- | American version of the 
HONE C Network 15 game show 


Fearne and McBusted ITV2 2014 One-off special 


Blue Go Mad in Ibiza 


Programme VES 
g rs 


ot aun as 2 
a 

: 2016 

Bear Grylls Survival School | CITV K 2 series 


Ninja Warrior UK™ 


Pe ee The Sally ee production 


1. ^ "Ninja Warrior to get UK remake on ITV in 2015". Digital Spy. 23 December 2014. 
Retrieved 23 December 2014. 

2. ^ "Cannonball". itvuk.etribez.com. 

3. ^ Ravindran2017-02-27T12:41:00, Manori. "Wipeout-style gameshow set for 
ITV". Broadcast. 


Go for It 


Devon and Cornwall Cops 


Cannonbalf?! 


References[edit] 
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So Television 


TELEVISION 
Type Subsidiary of ITV Studios 
Industry Media 
Founded 1998 
Founder Graham Norton 


Graham Stuart 


Headquarters London, United Kingdom 
Products Television, radio 

Parent ITV Studios 

Website sotelevision.co.uk 


So Television is a production company established in 1998, founded 

by Irish comedian Graham Norton and Graham Stuart to make television shows. The 
company is well known for producing Norton's chat shows, including V Graham 
Norton and The Graham Norton Show. The company also produces various shows 
for BBC Radio 4 under the name of So Radio. So Television and So Radio are based 
in London, England. On 30 August 2012, ITV Studios acquired So Television for an 
estimated £17 million.™ 


Selected shows[edit] 


Production 
Show Years Broadcaster 


So Graham Norton 
Paul Daniels in a Black Hole 
Celebrity Squares 
NY Graham Norton Comedy Central 
The Graham Norton Effect Comedy Central 


Reais Picture with Graham 


BBC Two (2007-2009) 
The Graham Norton Show 2007-present BBC One (2009- 
present) 


BBC One 
CBBC 


Sorry, I've Got No Head 2008-2011 


The Sarah Millican Television 


PAE 2012-2013 BBC Two 
Alan Davies Après-Ski 2014 BBC Two 
Blind Date 2017-present Channel 5 
Chuckle Time 2018 Channel 5 


Awards[edit] 
2002 


e Broadcast Awards - Best Entertainment Programme 


e BAFTA - Best Entertainment Performance 
e Rose D'Or Montreux - Bronze Rose Variety Programmes 
e TV Quick - Best Entertainment Programme 
e National TV Awards - Best Talk Show 

e British Comedy Awards - Best Entertainment Performance 


e British Comedy Awards - Best Entertainment Show 


2001 


e International Emmy - Best Popular Arts 

e BAFTA - Best Entertainment Programme 

e BAFTA - Best Entertainment Performance 

e Royal Television Society Awards - Best Presenter 


British Comedy Awards - Best Entertainment Series 
TV Quick Awards - Best Entertainment Programme 


2000 


BAFTA - Best Entertainment Performer 

British Comedy Awards - Best Entertainment Performance 
Broadcasting Press Guild Awards - Best TV Performer 
Television and Radio Industry Awards - Best TV Presenter 
Variety Club Television - Personality of the Year 


1999 


e British Comedy Awards - Best Talk Show 


1998 


e British Comedy Awards - Best Newcomer 
e Perrier Comedy Awards - Nomination 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "ITV buys Graham Norton's So Television in £17m deal". Digital Spy. 30 August 2012. 
Retrieved 30 August 2012. 
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Twofour 
Type Subsidiary of ITV Studios 
Industry Television, digital media 
Founded 1989; 30 years ago 
Founder Charles Wace 


Headquarters Plymouth, England, United Kingdom 


Key people Melanie Leach (CEO) 
| Parent ITV Studios 
Divisions Twofour 

Boomerang 


Twofour Rights 


Mainstreet Pictures 


Twofour America 


Delightful Industries 


Website www.twofour.co.uk/ # 


Twofour's headquarters in Plymouth. 


Twofour Group is a British television and digital media group that was founded in 1989 
by Charles Wace, a former BBC news producer. With headquarters in Plymouth, Twofour 
has offices across the globe including London and Los Angeles. 


Twofour is part of Twofour Group. The Twofour Group consists of Boomerang, 
Delightful Industries, Mainstreet Pictures, Twofour, Twofour America, and Twofour 
Rights. On 24 June 2015, Twofour Group was acquired by ITV Studios.™ 


Melanie Leach was named Chief Executive for Twofour Group in summer 2014. 


In Autumn 2019, Melanie Leach stepped down from the role of Chief Executive. Tim 
Carter was appointed Chief Executive of Twofour and ITVS company Multistory Media. 


Divisions|[edit] 
Twofour[edit] 


variety of other UK and international channels. 


Twofour is an international award-winning factual, features and entertainment television 
producer. Twofour was awarded Broadcast's "Best Indie Production Company" title in 
2010 and 2014, with titles including The Jump (Channel 4), multi award-winning The 
Real Marigold HoteF (BBC One/BBC Two) and the fastest selling format of the year, This 
Time Next Year (ITV) and Channel 5's longest running series, The Hotel Inspector. 


The company produces ob-doc and fixed rig shows such as Channel 4's International 
Emmy winning Educating Yorkshire, Educating the East End and 2011's Educating 
Essex. In May 2012, Series Director David Clews was awarded a BAFTA Television Craft 
Award for his work directing Educating Essex. 


Twofour has produced a range of adventure documentaries such as Harry's Arctic 
Heroes for BBC One and Harry's Mountain Heroes for ITV, both featuring Prince 
Harry and a group of wounded soldiers as they attempt to reach the North Pole and 
Mount Everest respectively. 


Boomerang[edit] 


Boomerang produces factual entertainment, popular factual, documentary and sports 
entertainment programmes from its Cardiff base. 


Twofour Rights[edit] 


Twofour Rights, Twofour’s in house rights distribution arm, was launched in 2012 and 
brings the company’s catalogue of programming to the international marketplace. 


Mainstreet Pictures[edit] 


Mainstreet Pictures is a new drama independent run by joint MDs Sally Haynes and 
Laura Mackie. Mainstreet Pictures produces hit ITV series Unforgotten. 


Twofour America[edit] 


Twofour America produces unscripted programming for audiences in the United States. 
Examples of Twofour America productions are Edge of Alaska for Discovery 
Channel and Twisted for Investigation Discovery. 


Delightful Industries[edit] 


Comedy label, co-producer of Motherland. 


Programmes produced by Twofour[edit] 


2018 [edit] 
Titles! le 
Costa Del Celebrity ae 
This Time Next Year (second ITV 
series) Da 
Ibiza Weekender ITV2 
Give It A Year ITV 
Channel 


One Night With My Ex 5 


2017 [edit] 


Confessions of a Junior Doctor 
The Real Marigold On Tour (second aE On 
series) 


Ibiza Weekender mo 
The Real Marigold Hotel BBC One 


rae 
ITV2 
Channel 
4 
One Night With My Ex J 
Chopping Block 
Spectacular Spain With Alex Polizzi | ȘPanneL 
Our School 3 (third series) CBBC 
aa 


Educating Greater Manchester (fifth Channel 
series) 4 


2016[edit] 


Title= 


Royal Navy School 


Ibiza Weekender 


The Real Marigold Hotel 


a 
Our School 


This Time Next Year 
The Real Marigold On Tour 


Dating in the Dark 


Disabled Daredevils A nnel 
Tom Daley Diving For Gold 


Choccywoccydoodah 


The Hotel Inspector 


World's Best Restaurants 


The Extraordinary Case of Alex Channel 

Lewis 4 

Tiny Tots Talent Agency rs 
UKTV 


Impossible Engineering 


Chopping Block 


Born to Kill 


Get Me To The Church On Time 
Ibiza Weekender 


Housing Enforcers 


2015[edit] 


The Vote 


Educating Cardiff (fourth 
series) 


Ibiza Weekender 


Taking New York 


Eternal Glory 


The Housing Enforcers 
Alex Polizzi: Chefs on Trial 


Kings and Queens of 
Speech 


Our School 


2014[edit] 


A Night of Heroes 


Risking it All mle 
Edge of Alaska Discovery 
Channel 


Alex Polizzi’s Secret Italy Channel 5 
The Housing Enforcers BBC One 


Discovery 
Channel 


90's Greatest 
Stammer School 
Dirty Weekenders in France 
Harry's South Pole Heroes 
James Nesbitt's Ireland 
Cooks' Questions 


Chrome Underground 


The Magaluf Weekender 


Channel 4 


The Hotel Inspector Channel 5 
Alex Polizzi: The Fixer BBC Two 


ITV 
ITV 
ITV2 
ITV 


Educating the East End (third hernia 
series) sae et 
2013[edit] 
Start date No: or Running 
episodes time 
Educating Channeld 5 September 60 
Yorkshire (second series) | ~~ m~ 2013 minutes 


19 
Alex Polizzi's Christmas Fix | BBC Two December 60 
i minutes 
2013 
; ; 6 February 60 
Holiday Hit Squad BBC One 2013 a 


Country House Sunday 


Storage Hoarders (series ITV 
2) 


21 April 60 
2013 minutes 
60 
minutes 
60 
minutes 
60 
minutes 


il 
21 
30 


Happy Families 


National 
The 80s Greatest Geographic 
Channel 


Choccywoccydoodah Star Good Food 2013 10 60 

Challenge e minutes 

Tropical Diseases Discovery aU 
Channel minutes 


The Body Shocking Show 


30 
minutes 
het 30 
James Nesbitt's Ireland ITV 10 , 
minutes 
Bene ee 60 
Britain's Biggest Hoarders 3 : 
minutes 
6 January 60 
The Magaluf Weekender 2013 w 
Cornwall with Caroline ITV 7 January 10 30 
Quentin (series 2) = 2013 minutes 
Alex Polizzi: The 12 February 60 
minutes 


Fixer (series 2) 2012 
Start date No: of a eunning 
episodes time 


2012[edit] 


A Night of Heroes: The Sun 14 December 1 90 
Military Awards aF 2012 minutes 


Body Invaders ae 
Paddy's Show and Telly OV acta 
Holiday Home Sweet Home | ITV 
Storage Hoarders 

All Star Christmas Presents sae a 
The Secret Interview 


My Kidney and Me 2012 
Tom Daley: Diving for 23 July 2012 |1 

Britain minutes 

My Tasty Travels with Lynda 

My Tasty Travels with Lynda ITV 2012 20 

Bellingham TAE 
Harry's Mountain Heroes ITV 2012 


Discovery 
2012 
Real Time AN 


Bumps, Babies & Beyond 


The Hotel Inspector i 

The Hotel Inspector (series Channel 5 2012 10 60 

9) aa! minutes 

Britain's Biggest Hoarders BBC One 2012 oe 
minutes 

God Save the Queens Sky Atlantic 2012 

Be Your Own Boss BBC Three 2012 

British Cycling: Road to 20 August 

Glory Sky Atlantic 2012 


minutes 
60 
minutes 
60 
minutes 
Bradley Wiggins - A Year in , 21 November 90 
Yellow sky Atlantic 2012 l minutes 
The Angel Sky1 2012 5 of 
minutes 
A Short History of 60 
The Exclusives 2012 7 po 
LNE ELESSE minutes 


Alex Polizzi: The 31 January 60 
Fixer (series 1) za 2012 minutes 


The Story of Musicals 2012 


m ses 


Cornwall with Caroline ITV 2 January 30 

Quentin (series 1) so 2012 minutes 

Home of the Future Channel 4 2012 
minutes 


Table Dancing Diaries BBC Three 2012 
minutes 
60 
Out on a Limo Channel 4 2012 i 
minutes 


2011[edit] 
“tne 
episodes time 
i 


e 
m“ 


A Night of Heroes 


#tweetsoftheyear 


So This Is Christmas w 
Sealed Bid aes 


Tamara Ecclestone: Billion 
$$ Girl 


Harry's Arctic Heroes 


My Hoarder Mum and Me 


TA and the Taliban 


My Funniest Year 


Best of British 


Educating Essex 


The Hotel Inspector (series 
7) 


The Hotel Inspector (series 
8) 


Choccywoccydoodah 


Graffiti Wars 


New Look Style the Nation 


60 minutes 


60 minutes 
60 minutes 
60 minutes 


120 
minutes 


Fisherman's Friends TOEG 2011 al 60 minutes 


50 Greatest Wedding E4 2011 1 120 
Shockers minutes 


Awards[edit] 


This Time Next Year was named the fastest selling format in the world in 2016 “and 
secured a C21 award and Realscreen Award. 


The Real Marigold Hotel won a Rose d'Or award in 2016. The series was moved to BBC 
One for its second series. 


Educating Yorkshire won a National Television Award, RTS Award, Broadcast Award for 
Best Documentary, IVCA Award, a BAFTA Craft award and two BAFTA Television 
nominations. 


Twofour held the title Best Indie Production Company in 2010 and 2014, and secured 
1st place in Televisual Magazine's True Indie Survey 2013. 


The company has been awarded several IVCA and RTS awards. In 2013, triple BAFTA- 
nominated Educating Essex won a Broadcast Award for Best Documentary Series.2% 
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World Productions Limited 


Trade World Productions 
name 

Type Subsidiary 
Industry Television 


Founded March 20, 1990; 29 years ago in London, 
England 


Headquart London 


ers 

Senice; Production company 
Parent ITV Studios 

Website www.world-productions.com 


World Productions is a British television production company, founded on 20 March 
1990 by acclaimed producer Tony Garnett, and owned by ITV plc following a takeover in 
2017.42 


History[edit] 


The company's first major series was the police drama Between The Lines (BBC1, 1992- 
94), and throughout the decade they went on to produce a succession of drama series. 
The most notable of these include This Life (BBC2, 1996-97), about a group of young 
law students in London; vampire-based thriller Ultraviolet (Channel 4, 1998); and a 
police series for the BBC, The Cops (BBC2, 1998-99), which was so controversial in its 
depiction of the police force that official police advice was withdrawn for the second 
Series station needed, 


More recently, the company has made the series No Angels for Channel 4 (2004-2006), 
a drama based around the lives of young nurses, and also Go/dp/ated and for Channel 
Five it has produced the Perfect Day trilogy and Tripping Over, a co production 

with Network Ten in Australia. It also co-produced, with BBC Wales, a one-off This 

Life reunion special, transmitted in early 2007. 


Marcus Evans Takeover[edit] 


It was announced in February 2012 that the company had been taken over by Marcus 
Evans Entertainment owned by billionaire businessman and owner of Ipswich Town 
F.C., Marcus Evans. Evans's company had been looking to get involved with television 
and film production for a number of years beforehand, and in 2010 set up its own 
production operation, Marcus Evans Entertainment. 


Takeover by ITV plc[edit] 


ITV plc announced in May 2017 that they had taken over World Productions. As a result 
of the deal, World Productions became a unit of ITV Studios and ITV Studios Global 
Entertainment began distributing all future series internationally.“ 


In 2018, the series Bodyguard which World Productions produced, become the most 
watched TV show in the UK since 2008. Achieving approximately 10.4 million viewers 
throughout the programme. 


Filmography([edit] 

Year(s) Television title TELS Tot 

channel 

2018- epee iv 

present 

2018- 

present Bodyguard BBC One 

The Bletchley Circle: San È 

2018 Francisco PN EIST 
2018 Save Me Sky Atlantic 
2017 Born To Kill Channel 4 
2016 In Plain Sight ITV 


2016 Dark Angel ITV 


Television title Ea 

The Secret Agent 
Code of a Killer 
Playhouse Presents:Nightshift 
The Great Train Robbery 
The Bletchley Circle 


Line of Duty BBC Two/BBC One 
Hancock and Joan 


Television title Lobia 
Perfect Day - The Millennium 


Perfect Day - The Funeral 
Perfect Day - The Wedding 
Ahead of the Class 
Murder Prevention Channel 5 


2002 Buried Channel 4 


Television title Lesbians 
2 a 
Ballykissangel 
Rough Treatment 

The Cops 

The Heart Surgeon 


1996 Hostile Waters HBO & BBC 


Year(s) Television title ELS ot 


channel 

1995 Beautiful Thing Film4 
1995 Christmas Channel 4 
1995 Guardians Channel 4 
1995 Holed Channel 4 
1995 The Turnaround Carlton 
1992-1994 | Between the Lines BBC One 
1992 Wide Eyed & Legless BBC Two 
1991 Reconstructed Heart 

Awards[edit] 

e 2012 


-Royal Television Society - Midlands (2012) -Winner - Best Drama - Line of Duty -Winner 
- Best Acting Performance (Male) - Lennie James -Winner - Best Newcomer (Acting 
Performance) Gregory Piper 


e 2011 
-United -Prix Europa Nomination Best Drama 


e 2009 


-Hancock and Joan -BAFTA Nomination - Best Single Drama -BAFTA Nomination - Best 
Actor - Ken Stott -BAFTA Nomination - Best Actress - Maxine Peake -Broadcast Awards 
Finalist - Best Single Drama 

e 2008 

-Party Animals -Broadcast Press Guild Nomination - Best Drama Series 


e 2007 
-Perfect Day -Rose D'Or Nomination - Best Comedy 


e 2005 
-Outlaws -BAFTA Nomination - Best Drama Serial 


-Ahead of the Class -Broadcast Awards Nomination - Best Single Drama -RTS Awards 
Nomination - Best Actress - Julia Walters -RTS Awards Nomination - Best Single Drama 


-No Angels -Indie Awards Nomination - Best Drama Series 


e 2004 

-Murder Prevention -RTS Craft and Design Award - Best Sound 

-Love Again -RTS Awards Nomination - Best Single Drama -BANFF Awards Nomination - 
Best Single Drama 

e 2003 

-Buried -BAFTA Award - Best Drama Series 


e 2002 
-Men Only -BAFTA Nomination - Best New Writer 


e 2001 
-The Cops -BAFTA Nomination - Best Drama Series 
-World Productions -won BAFTA Television Craft Award Special Achievement Award 


e 2000 
-The Cops -BAFTA TV Award - Best Drama Series 


e 1999 
-The Cops -BAFTA TV awards - Best Drama Series -RTS Awards - Best Drama Series 


e 1998 

-Ballykissangel -Broadcasting Press Guild - Best Actor - Tony Doyle 

-This Life -RTS Television Award - Best Drama Series -BAFTA TV Award - Best Actress - 
Daniela Nardini 


e 1997 


-This Life -The Writers' Guild of Great Britain - Best Original TV Drama Series -South 
Bank Show Award for TV Drama 


e 1996 


-Ballykissangel -Royal Television Society - Best Drama Series -National TV Awards - 
Most Popular Actress - Dervla Kirwin 


e 1994 
-Cardiac Arrest -BAFTA Nomination - Best Editing 
-Between The Lines -BAFTA Award - Best Drama 


e 1993 
-Between The Lines -Writer's Guild of Great Britain Award - Best Drama Series 


e 1992 
-Between The Lines -Broadcasting Press Guild - Best Drama Series 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Productions, World. "About World Productions - World Productions". World Productions. 
Retrieved 3 September 2018. 

2. ^ "WORLD PRODUCTIONS LIMITED - Overview (free company information from 
Companies House)". beta.companieshouse.gov.uk. Retrieved 3 September 2018. 

3. ^ Mark Sweney (16 February 2012). "This Life and Party Animals producer bought by 
Ipswich Town owner | guardian.co.uk". The Guardian. Retrieved 25 January 2013. 

4. ^ "ITV Studios acquires Line of Duty Producer World Productions". Press Centre. 
Retrieved 3 September 2018. 

5. ^ Mitchell, Robert (2 May 2017). "ITV Studios Takes Over World Productions". Variety. 
Retrieved 3 September 2018. 

6. ^ "Bodyguard most watched BBC drama in 10 years". BBC News. 25 September 2018. 
Retrieved 7 October 2018. 


External links[edit] 


e Official company website 
e World Productions on IMDb 


itv.com 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


itv.com 


Mr Selfridge 
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New itv.com site, launched with the rebrand of ITV 


Type of site Portal 
Owner ITV plc 

Created by ITV 

Website itv.com 

Alexa rank Y 2,616 (October 2014)™ 
Commercial Yes 

Registration No 

Launched 31 October 1994 


itv.com is the main Web site of ITV plc, the UK's largest 

commercial television broadcaster which operates 13 out of 15 regions on 

the ITV network under the ITV brand (or the UTV brand in Northern Ireland). The website 
offers online streaming, the ITV archive, news, sport, entertainment, soaps, lifestyle, 
drama and an interactive TV guide. Each of ITV plc's channels, ITV, ITV2, ITV3, ITV4, 

and CITV has a page with information on its programming. There are also pages for 

the ITV regions owned by ITV plc. STV, the only region not owned by ITV plc, have their 
own separate website at stv.tv. 


History[edit] 


itv 


-com 


ITV.com logo, used from 2006 to 2011 


The URL 'www.itv.com' was created on 31 October 1994, but it was registered 
elsewhere for some years before Carlton and Granada bought the domain name after 
merging their respective online services, carlton.com and G-Wizz. These companies 
have since merged to form ITV plc. The original ITV URL was www.itv.co.uk, which now 
redirects to itv.com. itv.co.uk was and still is registered to the ITV Network Limited as 
opposed to ITV plc. Previous corporate logos had ".com" added as a logo for the Web 
site. However, this trend stopped with the 2011 redesign wherein a black ITV logo 
began being used when referring to the Web site. ITV.com's slogan used to be "total 
freedom of entertainment". 


Overview[edit] 
2007 redesign and video on demandf[edit] 


The 2007 redesign of the website featured a media player through which viewers gain 
access to whole shows, simulcasts, previews and catchups of broadcast content, much 
of it within a 30-day window, all for free for the viewer, funded by advertising. Users 
also have access to the network's programme archive, 'behind-the-scenes' 
programming, games and user-generated content. The site also makes available some 
1,000 hours of exclusive archive content, which will grow over time. In addition, the site 
also introduces interactive services and community elements.2 


Soaps such as Coronation Street and Emmerdale were the first genre to launch on 12 
June 2007, followed by Games on 19 June 2007, Drama and Best of ITV on 29 June 2007, 
Lifestyle on 9 July 2007, Entertainment on 17 July 2007, Sport on 25 July, with every 
other section launching on 31 July, making the site now fully launched. Also on 12 June 
2007 simulcasts of ITV, ITV2, ITV3 and ITV4 were launched. (However, not all 
programming will be shown due to rights restrictions.) 


In March 2008, the Web site was revamped with changes including the home page and 
the video player, with a new Catch Up TV section.“ 


2009-10 redesign[edit] 


On 10 December 2008 it was announced that itv.com would undergo another redesign 
to introduce more social media features and a greater emphasis on its most popular TV 
shows with a "fewer, bigger, better" strategy. The redesign was code named ‘Project 
Penguin’, and it followed the announcement of ITV's Catch Up service being rebranded 
to ITV Player. 


Parts of the site have already had a redesign, including a new look for the home page. 
The Coronation Street, Loose Women and football sections pages were updated in the 
early months of 2009. This Morning was relaunched in August. ITV News was relaunched 
2010, coinciding with a new Tonight page. On 11 September 2009, video coding was 
changed from Microsoft Silverlight to Flash, and on 25 September 2009, ITV relaunched 
its TV classics section. On 19 November ITV Player had a complete overhaul of its site 
and relaunched with a new Web site with a few new addons, including a search bar, a 


light dimmer and bigger video players. A Brand New TV Shows directory was relaunched 
on 10 December, which then led to the old style Drama, Soap, Entertainment pages on 
the site being replaced with similar pages in the TV Shows directory. On 4 February a 
brand new weather page launched and on 22 February a brand new ITV News Web site 
launched. Stories from ITV News correspondents, the latest news programme, news 
blogs and a meet the team page are all on the brand new Web site. From Summer 
2010, the ITV Web site underwent another overhaul, with tweaks to the layout such as 
centring pages when used on wide-screen displays as well as improved pages for 
various ITV shows with high-resolution images and videos. 


Integration of ITV Local[edit] 


On 4 March 2009, ITV announced that ITV Local would close as a separate business. On 
17 March 2009, it did, with the ITV regions integrated into itv.com. The new 
itv.com/local relaunched during October 2009 and are now prominent in regional news. 


2011 design[edit] 


On 31 March 2011 ITV.com had another new design. The home page was completely 
redesigned, as were the channel minisites. The TV guide and TV shows sections 
incorporated the new page headers and footers whilst becoming centred for better 
presentation on wide-screen displays. The news option in the navigational bar offers 
national and regional news. The sports section also become centred, with a redesigned 
itv.com/fl1 site launching soon thereafter. Other sports minisites are expected to 
redesigned in the same way when their respective new seasons begin. Many 
programmes minisites relating to current programmes were centred, whilst shows 
returning for new series saw their sites redesigned with high-resolution background 
images and increased interactive and video content. This redesign continues to build 
upon the social networking functionality introduced in previous versions of the site. 


The ITV Player relaunched on Monday 22 August 2011 with a new look and new 
features. ITV has said there will be upcoming improvements to the ITV Player such as 
dedicated applications for Android and iOS devices. Currently improvements to the 
reliability, subtitles on some programmes and a dedicated CITV section have since 
launched. 


ITV has signalled their intention to trial a micro-payments feature on their Web site. It is 
currently unclear what they will charge for, but this could include consumers paying for 
alternative story lines for soaps and archive content. The video archive section of the 
site, introduced in the 2007 redesign was removed when the redesign went live. 


2012 news, sport and weather relaunch[edit] 


ITV relaunched its news website in March 2012, including the sport and weather 
pages. 


2013 rebrand[edit] 


As ITV underwent a corporate rebrand in January 2013, the ITV.com website was 
redesigned to complement the new look. 


ITV Mobile[edit] 


ITV Mobile 


Type Mobile portal 


Genre Entertainment 

Founder ITV 

Headquarters London 
rs 

Area served United Kingdom 

Owner ITV plc 

Parent itv.com 

Website itv.com/mobile 


ITV Mobile is an entertainment portal that offers catch-ups and clips from ITV's 

soaps: Coronation Street and Emmerdale, ITV Sport and ITV's entertainment shows: This 
Morning and The X Factor. It also provides the latest information for regional weather 
forecasts. In 2006, ITV began streaming ITV to customers of 3 in the United Kingdom. 
The service was priced at 99p per day's viewing of ITV, with a £5 per month for an 18 
channel unlimited viewing TV pack. The service also was broadcast alongside other PSB 
channels on the short lived BT Movio service, which used the DAB network in the UK to 
transmit video channels. The streaming of ITV on mobile was introduced 

on Vodafone and Orange in 2007. iOS users can also stream ITV and ITV2 to their 
devices via the ITV Mobile site. 


NewsFix[edit] 


From 2007, ITN and ITV Mobile have produced an ITV News video service. Bulletins were 
sent to mobiles twice a day, once in the morning and once in the afternoon, two 
bulletins at the weekend. The service previously charged users £2, but since October 
2007, it is now free. Users can unsubscribe at any time. 


See also[edit] 
e stv.tv - STV website, serving Central and Northern Scotland 
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stv.tv 


show 


Screeshot of stv.tv 


Type of site Portal 
Available in English 
Owner STV Group plc 
Created by STV 

Website www.stv.tv 


Alexa Ank A 2,106 (UK) (April 2019)" 


Commercial Yes 


Registration Optional 
Launched May 2006 
Current status Online 


www.stv.tv is the URL of the website of the Scottish television channel, STV. The 
website's main features are the STV Player - the video on-demand service offered by 
the broadcaster, the STV News section - which also features Sport, Weather and 
Entertainment, plus an extensive Competition section. 


History[edit] 


stv.tv was first launched in May 2006, with the merger of Scottish TV and Grampian TV, 
both becoming "STV". The first incarnation of the website was simply the old Scottish TV 
website with the new STV logo and some new colours, whilst work was ongoing behind 
the scenes to launch a brand new site, with new features. 


Website builder, Dog Digital helped launch the new-look site in July 2006, with the aim 
of being Scotland’s main source of online information and entertainment, targeting a 
wide Scottish audience, with a younger market bias. Dog's remit had been to devise, 
deliver and develop a strategic digital marketing plan for the new online channel, 
including the design and integration of the new brand, navigation, and digital marketing 
in the form of a sizeable online campaign which would be activated to raise awareness 
of the new online channel. Along with the expected News, Sport, Weather and 
Programme pages, the site also had other stand-alone sections: stvbingo.tv, 

2 stvdate.tv and stvout.tv.41 STV later took interest in other classified sites, including 
money-saving and consumer website, PeoplesChampion.com® and SmartyCars.com,® a 
car-selling and motoring site. All of these stand-alone sites would later close, one by 
one. 


STV began overhauling the website in August 2008, with the launch of their online 
catch-up service, stv.tv/video, developed by online video specialists, Brightcove. Over 
the coming months, the various sections of the site were updated with the new layout, 
and more programme pages were created, including for shows from the ITV Network. 


In early 2009. STV launched its new online classified recruitment service, stvjobs.com. 
m The site was supported by a multi-million pound media campaign including TV, Radio, 
Cinema, Online, Direct and Outdoor Advertising. The website closed in 2013. 


In July 2009, the Video section of the site was relaunched as "STV Player", with added 
functionality, including parental controls and TV schedules. @ 


STV Casino,™ in partnership with NetPlay TV, was launched on air and online in 
September 2009, and closed February 2010. The following year, STV launched another 
casino website, STV Live Casino™ in July 2011. 


STV Holidays“ was launched in 2011, in partnership with Barrhead Travel. The website 
would later be rebranded as "ScottishPassport.com", to accompany the STV series, 
before closing down altogether. 


STV Loca, an initiative which aimed to create a network of hyper-local websites 
across Scotland, was launched in June 2011. The first areas to launch were Airdrie, 
Bellshill, Coatbridge, Cumbernauld, Motherwell and Wishaw. The service was rolled out 
across the whole of Scotland over the following two years. The local services were 
closed in July 2013, before the launch of dedicated websites for the cities of Aberdeen, 
Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow later that year. The initiative was then quietly dropped, 
with the City websites redirecting to their relevant sections of the STV News website. 


In October 2016, after the success of the STV Children's Appeal, the company 
launched The Scottish Children’s Lottery. The Scottish Children’s Lottery operates 
independently of STV in accordance with the requirements of the licences from the UK 
Gambling Commission. Lottery draws are broadcast on STV every Monday and 
Thursday. 


In mid-2017, the STV Player was made the homepage of stv.tv, with the small News and 
Competitions sections on the homepage removed, with just a link to those pages at the 
header and footer of the page. 


See also[edit] 
e itv.com 
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ITV Hub 


show 
Screenshot 
Developer(s) ITV plc 
Initial release 5 December 2008 
Stable release 23 November 2015 


Operating system Windows, macOS, Linux 


Platform Online, cable, IPTV, mobile 
Available in English 

Type Video on demand 

Website itv.com 


The ITV Hub (formerly ITV Player) is an online video on demand service accessible 
through the main ITV website itv.com. The service offers a variety of programmes from 
homegrown programming to imports across ITV, ITV2, ITVBe, ITV3, ITV4 and CITV. Some 
sports programming is available to watch again via the service, the 2010 FIFA World 
Cup and highlights being examples. Some programmes, imports and movies are not 
currently available due to rights issues, and until the latest version, most children's 
programming in particular was generally unavailable. Programmes are available for 30 
days on the site after being first shown on ITV. The service was originally called ITV 
Catch Up but was then rebranded 'ITV Player’ on 5 December 2008 as part of ITV's aim 
to create a recognisable and consistent brand for video-on-demand content across the 
web and TV." ITV Player was also branded as ITV Net Player and referred to as the ITV 
Network Player in branding and communication around programming intended for 


consumption across the UK, such as on Virgin Media,” before adopting the current 
name. 


On 23 November 2015, ITV gave the app and website a revamp, it was renamed 'ITV 
Hub’. As of July 2019, the service has 29 million registered users.) 


Web platforms [edit] 


The service started out as a website before being extended to television and other 
platforms. Initially the website version used Microsoft Silverlight as opposed to Adobe 
Flash (used by BBC iPlayer and Channel 4's 40D) and Windows Media Video. ITV 
adopted Flash for its player on 15 September 2009.2 In November 2009 the website 
was revamped again improving navigation as well as making the site more visually 
appealing. The service is free to use funded by pre-, mid- and post-roll adverts. 
Previously users have been able to use ad-blocking software to skip the adverts shown. 
During Summer 2010, the ITV website was upgraded to detect ad-blocking software. 
Video is sent at multiple bit rates and uses adaptive technology in the player to best 
determine rate based on users connection. 


Improvements were made in June/July 2011 to the website version to incorporate 
subtitles and CITV programming. The website version relaunched with a cleaner, less 
cluttered new look on Monday 22 August 2011. The new look seamlessly fits in with the 
redesigned itv.com and has upgraded search features, images and a new Flash video 
player designed to make playback more reliable. In January 2012, the site was due to be 
overhauled to offer paid-for content in addition to the existing free 30-day catch up, 

“1 however this was delayed until 29 October 2012. 


Content that has only aired on ITV (rather than also on ITV2, 3, 4, or CITV) is only 
available to viewers located in ITV plc regions (in England, Wales, the Channel Islands, 
southern Scotland, and on UTV in Northern Ireland). If the same programme was also 
broadcast in central and northern Scotland, then users located in those areas may be 
able to view it on the catch up service of STV. The ITV Hub website will attempt to 
detect your location automatically, using that provided by your ISP. On 6 June 2016, ITV 
Hub replaced the UTV Player service in Northern Ireland, following the latter's sale to 
ITV plc in February 2016. 


ITV Hub+[edit] 


ITV brought out a paid subscription service called ITV Hub+ which enables viewers to 
watch and download shows without adverts. While abroad in another EU member state, 
subscribers will continue to receive access but will be limited to catch-up.“ 


Television platforms[edit] 

Sony Bravia[edit] 

As of July 2017, ITV Player is available on YouView enabled Sony Bravia TVs. 
BT TV[edit] 


In December 2008, ITV Player was added to BT TV's TV Replay service, the deal was 
ITV's first with a set-top-box VOD operator. It allows access to 


popular ITV, ITV2, ITV3 and ITV4 shows up to 8 days after their transmission as well as a 
selection of archive shows. 


Freesat[edit] 


LEV PLAYER 


ITV Player Beta as displayed by Freesat 


A place for a full version of ITV Player has been reserved on Freesat channel 903. 

1 A beta release was made available in December 2010 for Humax receivers, requiring 
the input of a code.24 The beta was made public on 26 July 2011, with support expected 
to be extended beyond Humax devices.4221 On 31 July 2012, an update was released for 
Manhattan receivers which included support for ITV Player.22! In November 2012, 

both EchoStar and Samsung receivers also received ITV Player support.2#25! Although 
the ITV Hub Player app is available to viewers around the UK on multiple platforms, it is 
not available to Freesat viewers using second genereration Freesat receivers if their 
regional variation is set using postcodes starting DG or TD. It is not clear why this 
contradiction exists." 


Now TV / Roku[edit] 


On 29 January 2014, ITV announced it would make ITV Player available on Sky's Now 
TV box.#4 It was later made available on the NowTV & Roku devices on 11 June 2014." 


Skyledit] 


On 30 January 2012, it was announced that ITV Player would be added to Sky's On_ 
Demand service on 31 January 2012.2" The service is accessible through the main on 
Demand menu as well as a dedicated ITV Player section. ITV Player initially only offered 
archive content, with catch-up programming becoming available on 26 September 
2012. 


Samsung Smart TV & Blu Ray Players[edit] 


On 6 July 2012, it was announced that ITV Player had been made available 
on Samsung's Smart TVs and Blu-ray players through their Samsung Smart TV service, 
for 2011 and later devices.2 


Virgin Media[edit] 


On 8 January 2009, it was announced that ITV Net Player would be added to Virgin 
Media's digital cable TV service.24 The deal allows Virgin Media's 3.5 million TV 
customers to view over 40 hours of programming from ITV, ITV2, ITV3 and ITV4 each 
week. Popular shows such as Coronation Street and Emmerdale are all available for 
seven days after being broadcast as part of Virgin Media's free Catch up TV service. The 
service began a three-day deployment programme on 24 February 2009. Virgin Media's 
viewers were able to choose from 500 hours of ITV comedies, documentaries and 


dramas, on demand through the TV Choice section, however the contract to supply 
archive content ended on 23 February 2013.2 


YouView[edit] 


ITV Player was one of four service available at the launch of YouView in July 2012. At 
launch the ITV Player app contained options to resume watching recent programmes 
and browse by channel, day and A-to-Z, but lacked integrated search and contained 
non-skippable adverts.2! During 2013, ITV intend to introduce paid-for content into ITV 
Player on YouView.24! 


Games consoles[edit] 
PlayStation 3[edit] 


ITV Player was released on 14 December 2010 on PlayStation 3 via the PlayStation 
Network?! utilising the web-browser to distribute content rather than an app. It was free 
and ad-funded with pre-, mid- and post- roll video ads being sold and served by ITV. 
Under the terms of the deal with Sony, STV, UTV and Channel Television were able to 
add their own equivalent services so they were also accessible from the PS3 platform on 
a similar basis to ITV Player. After the re-brand to ITV Hub, the service is no longer 
available on the PS3.24 


Xbox One and Xbox 360[edit] 


ITV Hub was launched for Xbox One on Friday 10 February 2017, this was made possible 
by a new Universal Windows Platform app which integrates with Windows 10 and Xbox 
One. The STV Player app run by STV, who currently hold the ITV licence for Scotland, 
has been launched on Xbox 360. The STV Player app contains much of the content 
found on ITV Player and requires a Scottish postcode to be entered prior to use. 


Mobile platforms[edit] 


ITV Player as displayed on iOS 


On 11 May 2011, ITV chief executive Adam Crozier announced that a dedicated ITV 
Player application would be released on a "wide range of mobiles and tablets" during 


2011.24 The app features programming from ITV, ITV2, ITV3 and ITV4 for up to seven 
days after broadcast. However content is only available to view in the UK and ITV 
programming is blocked in the STV and UTV regions. A Wi-Fi connection is also required. 
The mobile apps were developed by digital agency Candyspace.2# During 2013, ITV 
intend to introduce paid-for content into ITV Player across all mobile platforms.24 


Android devices[edit] 


An application for devices running Google's Android operating system was released on 
20 June 2011.2% The app requires Android 2.2 (Froyo) or higher and Adobe AIR. Each 
show is broken up to feature non-skippable advert breaks. Users are forced to register 
an email address to use the app to allow ITV to "keep you informed about 
improvements and other exciting developments at ITV."22 On 14 January 2013, ITV 
Player 2.0 was released adding support for Android 3.x Gingerbread to 4.0 Ice Cream 
Sandwich and a re-engineered user interface.2&4 


Due to Adobe not updating support for Android, Flash is not readily available for Android 
4.1 Jelly Bean so the existing ITV Player cannot be used. A new app was trialled but was 
only available on Samsung products and received poor reviews on Google Play Store. 
Upon the release of the app on 9 May 2013, Samsung entered into an exclusivity 
agreement with ITV, with the ITV Player app available exclusively on Samsung devices 
until 31 August. ITV's online product director, James Micklethwait, cited "fragmentation 
of the Android ecosystem" as the motive behind the deal.22 New ITV hub doesn't work 
with many android devices. 


iOS devices[edit] 


An application for Apple's iOS (iOS 4.3 or later) operating system and either 
the iPad (1st generation or later), iPhone (3GS or later) and iPod Touch (3rd generation 
or later), was launched on 1 July 2011.5364 


In June 2013, the iOS app was updated to add a trial premium section, allowing 
subscribers to watch catch-up content without advertising, as well as pay to view live 
streams of ITV3 and ITV4.22 Early reviews of the updated app on the App Store were 
generally negative, with users commenting that the subscription option provided poor 
value for money.22 


Windows Phone[edit] 


As of May 2014 the ITV Player has been released for Windows Phone which is just like 
the Android and iOS versions.24 However, the STV Player app run by STV, who currently 
hold the ITV licence for Scotland, has been launched on Windows Phone. Users of the 
STV Player can input their postcode to verify they live in Scotland, thus allowing users 
who are visiting other regions of the UK, to use the app and view content. The STV 
Player app contains much of the content found on ITV Player. 


Syndication[edit] 


ITV does not syndicate its content to other providers such as YouTube 

and SeeSaw like Channel 4 or Channel 5. Although some ITV programmes can be seen 
on such services, this is where these services have negotiated rights with the 
production companies involved and not ITV. The beta launch of the Virgin Media Player 
saw ITV programmes become available but Virgin Media have licensed ITV's archive (a 
separate service also available on ITV.com under the TV shows section) which is not 
currently part of the ITV Player. 


Sponsorship[edit] 


Since 6 March 2018, Domino's Pizza have sponsored the ITV Hub, being the platform's 
first ever sponsor, eaea 


See also[edit] 
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e My5 
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STV Player 


Screenshot 


Developer(s) STV Group plc 


Initial release July 2009 


Operating Windows, Mac, Linux 


system 


Platform Online, PS3, YouView, Windows 
Phone 8 


Available in English 


Type Television catch-up, archive, live 
broadcast 
Website www.stv.tv/player 


STV Player is an online video on demand service accessible through the 

main STV website as well as being available on a variety of smartphones, tablets, 
consoles, set top boxes and Smart TVs. Current programmes are available for 30 days 
after transmission on the main STV channel, with archive programming available longer- 
term. The service was established to hold full programming and "long-form" content, 
separate from the existing STV Video site, which would then be rebuilt to hold "short- 
form" content, news, weather and clips. 


Most STV primetime, and some daytime, shows are available on the website; however, 
some sports, movies, imported programming and network programmes with copyright 
issues are not. 


rogramming[edit] 


The STV Player is intended to combine network programming shown by STV, such 

as Emmerdale, Coronation Street and The Jeremy Kyle Show, plus regional 
programming, such as Made in Scotland, Scotland Tonight and STV Rugby, and archive 
STV programming, like The Steamie, Take The High Road and High Times, in a separate 
site from other, "short-form" videos. 


In general, programmes are available in their entirety, but in some cases, STV does not 
have the right to broadcast all the content online; in these instances, the segments of 
the show which are not subject to these rights issues are loaded onto STV Player, with 
the un-cleared segments excluded. 


In November 2018, as part of an advertising-sales partnership with STV, Eleven 
Sports sub-licensed selected La Liga and Serie A matches for streaming within Scotland. 


eal 


Capacity issues[edit] 


In April 2014, STV Player experienced downtime during its broadcast of Salmond & 
Darling: The Debate—the first televised debate for the 2014 Scottish independence 
referendum. STV had secured exclusive rights to the broadcast, and refused to offer it 
to any other broadcaster (including the BBC and Sky News), while STV's network ITV did 


not choose to pick up the live airing of the debate across the rest of the UK (excluding 
the ITV Border region), leading to higher-than-anticipated demand for the internet 
stream. STV apologized for the capacity problems, while BBC Parliament aired the full 
debate broadcast the next day.2 


Supported platforms[edit] 


The website uses Brightcove Flash technology, similar to those used by the services 
provided by the BBC and Channel 4. It is available on various operating systems, 
including Windows, Mac and Linux, and multiple internet browsers, such as Internet 
Explorer, Firefox, AOL and Safari. 


An Android app was released on 9 September 2011," and iOS on 22 December 2011. 
{1 In April 2013 STV Player was released on Windows Store for Windows 8. 


In October 2016 STV Player launched on Freesat. 
References[edit] 


1. ^ "Eleven takes La Liga and Serie A free-to-air in Scotland with STV". SportsPro. 
Retrieved 14 December 2018. 

^ Plunkett, John (6 August 2014). "STV apologises over livestream crashes in Scottish 
independence debate". The Guardian. ISSN 0261-3077. Retrieved 14 December 2018. 
^ "STV Player launches on Android tablets and phones". STV. 9 September 2011. 

^ "STV Player app launches on iPhone, iPad". Digital Spy. 22 December 2011. 

^ "STV Player now available on Windows 8". Digital Spy. Retrieved 11 November 2013. 
^ "Freesat adds STV Player". Digital TV Europe. 18 October 2016. Retrieved 14 
December 2018. 


Y 


OY Ol 


External links[edit] 


e STV Player at stv.tv 


ITV Day 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 
This article does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this article by adding citations to reliable 
sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 


and removed. 

Find sources: "ITV 

Day" - news - newspapers - books « scholar + JSTOR (December 
2009) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


ITV Day 


An ident used on ITV Day 


Launched 11 April 2005 


Closed 13 January 2006 


Owned by ITV plc 


Country ITV Day: England, Wales, Scottish Borders, 


Isle of Man, Channel Islands; 


UTV Day: Northern Ireland 


Replaced [TV1/UTV 
| by 


ITV Day was a programming block that broadcast on ITV1 from 9.25 am until 6.00 pm 
on weekdays and launched on 11 April 2005. The presentation was created by Bruce 
Dunlop Associates and said "ITV Day effectively creates a new brand, with along with 
[sic] a change in programming and schedule will alter viewer perception". 


The "ITV Day" brand disappeared from screens on 13 January 2006, as ITV1 
presentation was relaunched, along with the entire ITV family of channels. 


Branding[edit] 


The package was based around a logo and colour scheme that delineated the ITV Day 

branding from the rest of ITV1. The scheme of yellow, orange and red represented the 

colour of and warmth of the sun. The ITV logo remained blue as a link to the rest of the 
ITV family of logos. 


The package was produced using an innovative combination of live action and 
animation. The people featured in the idents were shot in the blue screen studio, while 
the backgrounds and some foreground elements were created in 3D. 


Versions[edit] 


UTV also used the same presentation during the day, albeit replacing the "ITV" logo with 
their own. 


Scottish TV and Grampian TV (both owned by SMG plc) decided not to use the 


presentation package - and continued to use their normal idents and promotions during 
the day. 


Programmes[edit] 


60 Minute Makeovere 


Airline ° 
A Brush with Fame » 
Baby House ° 
Cash Cab 


Chef Vs Britain ° 
Date My Daughter 
Don't Just Dream It 
Don't Move 

Improve 

Have I Been Here 
Before? 

ITV Lunchtime News 


Make Me Perfect 
Mum's on Strike 
Nanny 911 

Nigella 

Now or Never 

The Paul O'Grady 
Show 

The People's Court 
Perseverance 
Solution Street 
The Springer Show 
Today with Des 
and Mel 


The Jeremy Kyle ° 
Show e 
Loose Women 


Too Many Cooks 
Watching the 
Detectives 
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ITV Local 


Type of site News 


Owner ITV plc 


Created by ITV plc 

Website itv.com/local 
Commercial Yes 

Registration No 

Current status Test phase 2005-06, 


closed 2009 


ITV Local was a broadband TV service provided by UK commercial public service 
broadcaster ITV plc, the contractor and provider of ITV in 11 of the 15 television regions. 
First established in 2005, the website provided local news, weather and features on 
demand 24 hours a day. 


The project began with two trial services in Brighton and Hastings in ITV's 
Meridian region. Due to the success of this, the service was expanded to cover the 
entire Meridian region, then the whole of the ITV network. 


On 4 March 2009, it was announced that ITV Local would close as a separate business. 
It did so on 17 March 2009, with the regions integrated into ITV.com. 


Features[edit] 


ITV Local included the following: 


e Local jobs, classified ads and dating 
e All versions of the regional news bulletins 
e Extended news features and updates through the day 
e Entertainment features, extended interviews and an entertainments listings service 
e Five-day weather forecasts for all regions 
e Many regional programmes, such as Country Ways and current affairs 
series Focus as shown on Meridian and Metroland in London 
e Short films sent in by viewers 
e Live streaming cameras from scenic locations and special events 
e Short features from local professional filmmakers 


Each region's site also featured special channels unique to that area and short-duration 
special events. ITV Local hosted special features for the British University Sports 
Association, Cowes Week, the Notting Hill Carnival, Thames Festival, Latitude 

Festival and the British International Motor Show. 


Additional UGC services[edit] 


ITV Local also offered a range of user-generated content (UGC)-based multi-regional 
services under the brand, including an iReport-like video upload and social networking 
site known as YourNews# and a site based around local sports events.2 A new photo- 
sharing and photo-mapping site was planned for mid-August. 


ITV restructuring and planned closure[edit] 


Changes to the regional structure and output of ITV negatively affected ITV Local, 
which was heavily dependent on ITV regional content. ITV's core TV advertising 
business also performed poorly due to the economic downturn. The business was also 
hit by more general issues at ITV Online, surrounding their gaming offerings and Friends 
Reunited, which gave concern to shareholders and senior staff. As a result, on 4 March 
2009 ITV announced that Local would close in April, as part of a 40% reduction in ITV 
Online Headcount. The Scoot sub-brand was marked for sale along with Friends 
Reunited. Some services such as news and weather were transferred to the ITV.com 
parent brand. ITV Local closed on 17 March 2009 as a separate business, with the 
regions integrated to ITV.com. 
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ITV Play 


1 play! 


Launched 19 April 2006 
Closed 13 March 2007 


Owned by ITV plc 


Replaced ITV2 +1 (on Freeview) 
by 


Website ITV Play at the Wayback Machine (archived 
16 October 2006) 


Availability at time of closure 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 27 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 856 


ITV Play was a short lived 24/7 participation television channel in the United 
Kingdom owned by ITV plc. The ITV Play name continued on the ITV Network until 
December 2007/2008. 


It was launched as a standalone channel on Freeview (taking on the slot which was 
previously occupied by the Men & Motors channel) on 19 April 2006 and started 
broadcasting on the Sky platform on 24 July 2006. 


The ITV Play channel was created in response to and hoping to cash in on the popularity 
of late night quiz shows on the ITV Network and ITV2 such as Quizmania and The Mint. 
ITV Play also offered additional gambling services on their website. 


It cost at least 75p per call to participate. This charge was made even if the caller was 
not put through to the studio. A free entry route was available through the website. 
Users were restricted to 150 calls/web entries in a 24-hour period. At peak times callers 
had a 1 in 8500 chance of getting through to the studio to play. 


Criticisms[edit] 


The 75p per call cost of a chance of involvement in shows, higher from mobile phones. 
Callers were charged for each call they made, whether connected to the studio or not. 
ITV had promised to make its programmes with higher production values than quiz 
programmes on other quiz channels, but with little evidence of such. Many of the callers 
were kept on hold and unable to connect.2 


Restrictions put on the number of attempts to call, 150 per day, mean that in a 24-hour 
period BT callers could still soend a maximum of £112.50 per day. This changed in 
February 2007 to 100 calls per day, so the maximum was £75 a day on BT." 


In January 2007, Ofcom found ITV guilty of breaching its broadcasting code for making 
answers to its quizzes too obscure. Viewers complained after two answers to the 
question "what items might be found in a woman's handbag?" were revealed to be 
"balaclava" and "rawlplugs". The 21 September 2006 quiz was found to be in breach of 
the rule that "competitions should be conducted fairly". Ofcom warned ITV Play that 
there must be no further incident.“ Ofcom subsequently confirmed this was the first 
formal breach of the code recorded against ITV Play. For its part, ITV Play described it as 
a "one-off" incident of poor judgement.= 


The genre of interactive Quiz TV shows has also been heavily criticised by the Culture 
Media and Sport Committee. They stated that call TV programmes "generally look and 
feel like gambling", have "a lack of fairness and transparency" and that they encourage 
people to call more times than they can afford. Had ITV Play been classed as a gambling 
channel, it would have been forced to give 20% of its profits to good causes.™ Labour 
MP Paul Farrelly went further in his criticism of channels in the participation Quiz TV 
genre, describing them as "tantamount to theft." 


Suspension and closure[edit] 


On 5 March 2007, ITV announced that all premium rate phone competitions and 
quizzes, including the ITV Play channel, would be suspended while an audit took place. 
81 Programmes ended in the early hours of 6 March 2007. 


The audit was announced after a number of problems with premium rate services 
affecting ITV, BBC One and Channel 4, all of whom were to meet with the 
regulator ICSTIS. ITV appointed Deloitte as independent auditors. 


On 13 March 2007, ITV announced that the ITV Play channel would permanently cease 
transmission following the recent concerns over participation television. 


On 16 March 2007, the channel finally closed and was removed from the Sky EPG. On 
Freeview, the channel slot was replaced by ITV2+1. 


Shows[edit] 


All of the shows below were shown on the ITV Play channel. Quizmania is the only one 
that has been revived since the demise of ITV Play. 


QuizMania[edit] 


Quizmania, was presented by Greg Scott, Debbie King, Lee Baldry and others and was 
produced by FremantleMedia. It was the first phone-in quiz show produced for ITV. The 
success of this show was one of the main reasons ITV started ITV Play. The last episode 
was broadcast on 14 January 2007. The series returned on 17 July 2008 as an online- 
only programme, co-produced by Screen Pop Ltd. and IIluma Digital. 


The Callfedit] 


The Call, presented by Tim Dixon, Dave O'Reilly, ZO Christien and Emma Lee, had a 
feature called the Phrase that Pays and a winner could be made simply by answering 
saying "/TV is the Place to Play" and not anything else. It ended on 22 December 2006. 
The series was produced by ITV Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


The Common Roomf[edit] 


The Common Room aired for half an hour in the early evenings. The Common 

Room's main presenters were Tim Dixon, Emma Lee and Z6 Christien. It launched on 
ITV Play on 31 July. Unlike the rest of the ITV Play games, this was more of a chat show 
with minor prizes. The show aired for its last time on 10 November 2006. The series was 
produced by ITV Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


The Daily Quiz! [edit] 


The Daily Quiz!, presented by Kat Shoob, launched on 13 March 2006 and was produced 
by Big Game TV Productions. & UKTV On 19 May 2006, officers from the Fraud Squad 
raided the offices of Big Game TV, makers of The Daily Quiz! after a BBC Radio 

4 investigation for the You and Yours programme found that receptionists were told to 
ignore all incoming calls for long periods of time while 150-200 calls per minute were 
clocked up at 75p a time. 


The Debbie King Show[edit] 


The Debbie King Show was a magazine-style quiz show shown on the 10pm - 12:30am 
slot on ITV Play. It began on 5 March 2007 and ended on 6 March 2007, lasting only for 
one show due to ITV Play being taken off the air the day after the show was launched. 
The programme was produced by Hamma & Glamma Productions. 


The Mint{edit] 


The Mint was a quiz show featuring celebrity guests in a large Mansion-like set. A 
£100,000 Jackpot was given away twice. The show was presented by Brian Dowling, Kat 
Shoob, Craig Stevens, Cat Porter, Beverley French and Mark Rumble and co-produced 
by Ludus and E:TV. The Mint in which over £6 million was given away, finished on 14 
February 2007. 


The Mint Extra[edit] 


The Mint Extra was a spin-off from the main show The Mint. The presenters included 
Milo McCabe, Brian Dowling, Craig Stevens, Mark Rumble and Cat Porter. 


Playalong[edit] 


ITV Playalong was a presenter-less text-in game show that was usually shown as a filler 
during most of the day. 


Play DJ[edit] 


Play DJ was a text-in quiz show which was similar to /7V Playalong, except with hosts 
and a studio instead of a "static" screen. Presenters of the show included Nigel Mitchell, 
Ruth Frances, Amy Garcia, Emma Lee, Mark Ryes, Tim Dixon and Greg Scott. It ended 
on 6 March 2007. Two Way TV produced the series. 


Playdate[edit] 


Playdate was a dating programme. The programme began exclusively on ITV2 late at 
night, but later had a slot on ITV Play in an early evening slot. The show's presenters 
included Brendan Courtney, Dave O'Reilly and Kate Lawler. It ended on 17 December 
2006. It was produced by Hamma & Glamma Productions. 


Rovers Return QuiZ[edit] 


The Rovers Return Quiz was a Coronation Street inspired pub quiz, based on the 
fictional public house, presented by Rachel Bullen (Roberts). The Rovers 

Return Quiz aired for the last time on 13 October 2006. It was replaced by an extended 
version of This Morning Puzzlebook. The series was produced by ITV_ 

Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


The School Run{[edit] 


The School Run aired everyday between in the early evening (and on Mondays at 9pm) 
it was hosted by either Tim Dixon, Emma Lee or Lawrie Jordon until 30 July 2006. It was 
replaced with The Common Room. The series was produced by ITV_ 

Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


This Morning Puzzlebook[edit] 


This Morning Puzzlebook was a quiz show with large cash prizes first broadcast on ITV 
Play, then later as part of the daytime magazine programme This Morning. Presenters 
included Z6 Christien, Tim Dixon, Emma Lee, Dave O'Reilly, Allison Hammond and Ben 
Baldwin. It aired for the last time on 22 December 2006. The series was produced by ITV 
Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


Make Your Play[edit] 


Make Your Play was the first in-house ITV Production to go out on the main ITV channels. 
The show started off at weekends on ITV, with shows airing on the ITV Play channel the 
rest of the week. The show had larger cash prizes than most other ITV Play shows, as a 
result calls were put through to the studio on a much less regular basis. 


In the later end of its run the show was broadcast seven nights a week on ITV Play and 
ITV. The series was produced by ITV Productions (Granada) in Manchester. 


Make Your Play was also the last ITV Play show to be broadcast before the brand was 
ditched by ITV. However it was announced that ITV Play would not be returning in 2008. 


The Zone[edit] 


The Zone was only on air for six programmes. It was an interactive gameshow that 
began on 26 February 2007, on ITV Play and Men & Motors in the 3pm - 6pm TV slot. 
Presenters included Anna Fowler and Dave O'Riley. The show ended on 6 March 2007. 
The series was produced by ITV Productions (Granada) in Manchester. The show was 
generally a Make Your Play clone, with a different colour theme and lower cash prizes. 


Glitterball[edit] 


Glitterball was introduced as a replacement for The Mint. The show was broadcast by 
the same company that produced The Mint, and featured one of the show's main 
presenters. Unlike other ITV Play shows, the games were shown on a giant screen in the 
studio rather than by graphics on the viewers own screens. The show also had a double 
presenter format, usually male and female. 


The show also survived the Ofcom investigation into ITV Play, after a few nights break 
they returned to ITV and ITV Play at the same time, with some callers saying, ' It's good 
to have you back.' 


Glitterball Extra[edit] 


Glitterball Extra, much like The Mint Extra, was shown on the ITV Play channel earlier in 
the evening, prior to the main shows broadcast. Due to bad publicity from the Ofcom 
investigation, call volumes dropped, so the show was ditched after seven episodes. 


See also[edit] 


e 2007 British television phone-in scandal 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Sweney, Mark (28 November 2006). "Sky calls for regulation of quiz channels". Media 
Guardian. Retrieved 8 April 2007. 


2. ^ "ITV channel under fire over quiz show tactics". Media Guardian. 14 September 2006. 
Retrieved 8 April 2007. 


3. ^ "ITV Play - Terms and Conditions". itv.com. 2007. Retrieved 11 May 2007.2241 
4. ^ Brook, Stephen (15 January 2007). "ITV Play rapped over 'unfair' quiz". Media Guardian. 


Retrieved 8 April 2007. 

5. ^ "ITV Play rapped over handbag quiz". bBC Online. 16 January 2007. Retrieved 8 
April 2007. 

6. ^ "Quiz shows are gambling, say MPs". bbc.co.uk. 25 January 2007. Retrieved 8 
April 2007. 

7. ^ "The price is wrong say MPs". The Scotsman. 22 January 2007. Retrieved 5 
February 2018. 

8. ^ "ITV statement". itv.com. Archived from the original on 19 August 2007. Retrieved 8 
April 2007. 


9. ^ Deans, Jason (13 March 2007). "ITV Play digital channel axed". Media Guardian. 
Retrieved 13 March 2007. 


External links[edit] 


e "ITV Play". Archived from the original on 16 October 2006. Retrieved 19 April 2006. 


u.tv 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


u.tv 
Type of site Portal 
Owner ITV plc 


|Created by UTV 


Website u.tv 


Alexa rank Y 86,211 (October 2014)" 
Commercial Yes 

Registration No 

Launched 1 June 2000 


Current status Closed, 6 June 2016 


The URL u.tv was the address of the main website of UTV, the Northern 

Irish ITV franchise holder. The website offered News, Sport and Entertainment news and 
is also home to the companies ISP services. As result of the takeover of UTV by ITV plc, 
The u.tv website closed in June 2016, and all of the latest news and weather and 
programme catch up from UTV moved into itv.com. 


UTV Internet[edit] 
Main article: UTV Internet 


UTV Internet was an internet service provider owned by UTV Media plc, through which 
they provided broadband and dial-up internet packages. UTV operated this service in 
both Northern Ireland, and the Republic. Although they did not target internet 
subscribers outside the island of Ireland, the dial-up service was also available in Great 
Britain. The service was sold in 2014 to Rainbow Communications. 


See also[edit] 


e itv.com 
e stv.tv 
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TV-am 


n 
A 
Tvam 


Genre Breakfast television 
Country of United Kingdom 
origin 


Original languag English 


e(s) 
Production 
Production Breakfast Television 
location(s) Centre, Camden Town, London 
Running time 3 hours and 25 minutes 
Release 


Original network ITV 


Original release 1 February 1983 - 
31 December 1992 


Chronology 


Followed by GMTV (1993-2010) 


External links 


tv-am.org.uk Website 


TV-am was a TV company that broadcast the ITV franchise for breakfast television in 
the United Kingdom from 1 February 1983 until 31 December 1992. The station was the 
UK's first national operator of a commercial breakfast television franchise. Its daily 
broadcasts were between 6 am and 9:25 am. 


Throughout its 9 years and 10 months of broadcast, the station regularly had problems 
resulting in numerous management changes, especially in its early years. It also 
suffered from major financial cutbacks hampering its operations. Though on a stable 
footing by 1986 and winning its ratings battle with BBC Breakfast Time, within a year 
further turmoil ensued when industrial action hit the company. 


Despite these setbacks, by the 1990s, TV-am's flagship programme Good Morning 
Britain had become the most popular breakfast show on UK television. '" 4 However, 
following a change in the law regarding TV franchising, the company lost its licence. It 
was replaced by GMTV in 1993. 


Foundation[edit] 


The Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) announced on 24 January 1980 that in 
the next ITV franchising round it will offer a national licence for breakfast television. 
Eight applications were received and on 28 December 1980 the IBA announced that it 
had awarded the breakfast franchise to TV-am.# 


Although the initial launch date was set for June 1983, to avoid clashing with the 1982 
launch of Channel 4, the IBA allowed the station to bring forward its start date to 1 
February 1983 in response to the launch of the BBC service Breakfast Time two weeks 
earlier. 


This hurried start affected the company in two ways. Firstly, ITV had failed in its 
negotiations for royalties and rates for advertising on the new Channel 4 and the 
breakfast service with the actors' trade union, Equity. The union instructed its members 
to boycott the new station, which meant there was little or no revenue from advertising 
in the early days. 


Secondly, it was believed that the BBC's breakfast service would be highbrow, focusing 
on news and analysis, so TV-am had developed its new service to copy that. However, 
the BBC launched a lightweight, magazine-style programme that mimicked the style 
of United States breakfast television. With the launch of the BBC's Breakfast 

Time brought forward at short notice this gave little time for TV-am to redevelop its 
plans. 


TV-am was spearheaded by the 'Famous Five' who were not only lined up as presenters 
on the station, but were also shareholders: Michael Parkinson, David Frost (1983- 

92), Angela Rippon (1983), Anna Ford (1983) and Robert Kee. Esther Rantzen had 
originally been one of the station's 'star' line up of presenter/shareholders, but pulled 
out in 1981 after the birth of her third child; she and the company agreed that the early- 
morning starts would present a problem in her raising her child. She had also been 
persuaded by the BBC to continue producing and presenting That's Life! and conceded 
she did not want to give up the show, or worse, see it continue with another anchor.” 


There had been many difficulties for the other presenters in the run-up to launch. When 
the franchise was announced in December 1980, Angela Rippon's contract with the BBC 
was about to expire, and was not renewed as a result of her new employment. This left 
her seeking freelance work before TV-am went on air. Anna Ford was dismissed by ITN, 
which had been part of another consortium bidding for the breakfast contract. ITN had 
presented Ford as their female programme anchor as part of their bid, unaware that she 
was planning to defect to TV-am. ITN heavily criticised her disloyalty and said that her 
dishonesty had made their bid seem ‘ridiculous’ to the IBA.“ ITN replaced Ford 

with Selina Scott, who herself landed a double blow to ITN when she defected to the 
BBC to present Breakfast Time towards the end of 1982. Michael Parkinson did remain 
with the BBC, who hoped to persuade him to stay as they had with Rantzen, but he 
finally left the corporation in 1982. 


TV-am's headquarters and studios were at Breakfast Television Centre, Hawley 
Crescent, Camden Town, London. Designed by Terry Farrell and converted from a 
former car showroom, Henlys Rover, the building included a number of large plastic 
eggcups along its roofline facing Regent's Canal; these eggcups also served as the 
programme's closing credits copyright year identifier, with all previous years also kept 
on-screen behind the current year. 


Programmes originally ran from 6 am to 9:15 am, with Daybreak, then Good Morning 
Britain (neither related to the 2010 and 2014 ITV shows of the same name, respectively) 
filling weekday mornings. This was followed by a 10-minute interval before the start of 
the regional ITV franchises at 9:25 am. This interval gave British Telecom time to 
manually switch the broadcast signals from TV-am to each regional ITV franchise while 
the switching process was converted to allow automatic switching, which was 
introduced gradually throughout the network. From the end of May 1983 the IBA 
extended TV-am's hours to 9:25 am to allow continuous programming, following 

which Good Morning Britain was reduced to a two-hour slot from 7 am to 9 am. The 

9 am to 9:25 am section was relaunched as a female-orientated lifestyle magazine 
segment titled After Nine. Although TV-am was a separate broadcaster occupying the 
ITV network channel during the morning, from the late 1980s the ITV stations extended 
their hours to 6 am to provide 24-hour television, handing over to TV-am at 6 am, which 
may have further fuelled the viewer's technically incorrect impression that TV-am was a 
programming slot within the ITV schedule. 


Difficult beginnings[edit] 


While the BBC's Breakfast Time was successful, TV-am's early ratings were 
disappointing. Its high-minded and somewhat starchy approach, summed up in chief 
executive Peter Jay's phrase "mission to explain", sat uneasily at that time of day, 
compared to Breakfast Time's accessible magazine style, which mixed heavy news and 
light-hearted features (famously moving cabinet ministers, after a serious interview, to 
help with a cookery demonstration). 


The first day of broadcasting included an hour of news in Daybreak, a short film and an 
interview with Norman Tebbit about the current level of unemployment, a live comic 
strip called The World of Melanie Parker; and Through the Keyhole. 


Within two weeks of the launch the ratings dropped sharply. From the start of 
March, Daybreak was reduced by 30 minutes and presented by Gavin Scott @ 


Good Morning Britain was moved 30 minutes earlier to start at 6:30 am, with Angela 
Rippon joining.~ A month after launch, the ratings fell again to just under 300,000. &% 


The company's weekend show presented by Michael Parkinson initially became the only 
success for the station, largely because the BBC did not broadcast on weekend 
mornings. The Saturday editions drew 1.5 million viewers. 


A boardroom coup ensued on 18 March 1983, when Peter Jay stepped aside 

allowing Jonathan Aitken to become chief executive of the station, after mounting 
pressure from investors who had demanded changes.424#421 On the same day Angela 
Rippon and Anna Ford came out publicly to support Peter Jay, unaware he had already 
left. A month later both Rippon and Ford were sacked.22! A few months later, Anna Ford 
encountered Jonathan Aitken at a party in Chelsea; in a parting shot over the terms of 
her dismissal, Ford threw her glass of wine in the face of Aitken, saying of her action: "It 
was the only form of self-defence left to a woman when she has been so monstrously 
treated".4251 A couple of days later both Rippon and Ford started procedures to sue TV- 
am,2222 by October, the case was dropped after reaching an out of court settlement.22 


A month later, cousin Timothy Aitken became chief executive of the station due to the 
IBA rules regarding MPs operating a television station.22 Parkinson ended up in lengthy 
talks with Aitken over the issues and the sacking of his two former colleagues, which 
resulted in him becoming a director of the company and joining the board of 
management. 22241 


On Friday 1 April 198322 (Good Friday) Roland Rat made his first appearance. Roland 
was created by David Claridge and launched by TV-am Children's editor Anne Wood to 
entertain younger viewers during the Easter holidays, which boosted the station's 
audience. Roland is generally regarded as its saviour, being described as "the only rat 
to join a sinking ship". During the summer, when Breakfast Time hosts Frank Bough and 


Selina Scott were off,2 Roland helped take the audience from 100,000 to over a million. 
[26] 


In early April 1983, David Frost was moved to the Sunday slot, and was replaced by 
sports presenter Nick Owen?!8! to front the Good Morning Britain show, with Anne 
Diamond joining from the BBC to become his co-presenter, six weeks later. 


At the same time, Greg Dyke was brought in as director of programmes to help overhaul 
the station's output.2229% During April, the live comic strip, The World of Melanie 
Parker was axed. 


On Monday 23 May 1983, TV-am's new look started." Daybreak was axed, with Good 
Morning Britain extending to start at 6:25 am. Commander David Philpott was moved to 
present the weather at the weekends only, with Wincey Willis becoming the new 
weekday weather presenter,22 and a host of new features were introduced: 


e History of Today by Jeremy Beadle 

e An exercise spot with Lizzie Webb 

e Cooking with a retired vicar called the Cooking Canon (Rustie Lee would later take 
over) 

e Fishing correspondent, "Codfather" George Vella 


e Nick Owen with Lynda Berry (later succeeded by Anne Diamond), reading out the 
newspaper bingo numbers. 


By the end of its first week TV-am's ratings had doubled to 200,000.13 


Its continued low audiences brought financial problems. The company was close to 
having its power supply disconnected - a London Electricity official arrived during a 
press conference with a warrant to cut off power for non-payment. On numerous 
occasions, the presenters failed to receive their monthly wages, while the local 
newsagent stopped supplying the station with newspapers due to lack of payment. The 
show spent the summer on the road, using the outside broadcast truck from various 
seaside resorts around the UK, and was presented by Chris Tarrant. 


Bruce Gyngell[edit] 


Australian business tycoon Kerry Packer took a substantial minority interest in the 
company, and in early May appointed his own chief executive, Bruce Gyngell, who was 
brought in to help make the company financially viable. Greg Dyke left with a few weeks 
of the appointment to take a new position with TYS. Ten days later, general manager 
Michael Moor also left the station. 


Gyngell pursued the same lightweight, populist approach that Dyke had forged to 
establish the station's viability, a model parodied later in a Guardian newspaper 
headline as 'Snap, Crackle and Pap’. The station overhauled its children's Saturday 
morning programme with Wide Awake Club, replacing Data Run and SPLAT as part of 
the cost-cutting by management.& 


The cost-cutting was brought sharply into focus in the Brighton hotel bombing on the 
Conservative cabinet in October 1984. The night before the terrorist attack, TV-am only 
had one crew covering the conference and that had been called back to London the 
previous night to cover a train crash in Wembley.24 When the blast occurred in the early 
hours, the BBC and ITN provided immediate coverage. TV-am's response was limited to 
a caption of reporter John Stapleton reporting over the phone,2# while the BBC were 
showing graphic coverage of the attack. Trade union agreements at the time meant 
that technical staff at the local ITV station TVS could not provide cover for another 
commercial television company, and TV-am's previous conflicts with ITN meant that the 
latter would not share its footage. 


The whole affair earned the company a severe rebuke from the IBA, who told the 
company to invest and improve its news coverage, or it would lose its licence. 


In an echo of the changes which had occurred in newspapers, Gyngell was determined 
to make use of technical developments in television in order to reduce staff and save 
money. He believed that the ease of use of modern broadcasting equipment meant that 
staffing levels could be reduced: ENG crews would no longer require a separate lighting 
technician (following a pattern familiar in Gyngell's native Australia), and technical 
personnel could be virtually eliminated. This brought him into conflict with the 
broadcasting trade unions, but gained him support from Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and her government. 


Intra-industrial dispute[edit] 


On 23 November 1987, technicians at the station went on a 24-hour strike. 

401 Management locked out the strikers, but stayed on air using non-technical staff to 
broadcast a skeleton service including (among other things) episodes of the American 
series Flipper, Batman and Happy Days; while secretaries manned cameras, Gyngell 


himself directed the show. Although shambolic at times, this schedule turned out on 
occasions to be more popular than former programming (although not what would have 
been allowed to broadcast under any other circumstances), !#erneedea In the hurricane- 
force storms that hit England in October that year electrical power to TV-am's studios 
was lost and an emergency programme had to be transmitted from facilities at Thames 
Television's Euston Road centre, using reports from TV-am's own crews and those 

of ITN, TSW and TVS. All this notwithstanding, the programme continued to thrive. 
Eventually, Bruce Gyngell fired all of the locked-out technicians, replacing them with 
non-unionised labour from around the world. 


In the years that followed, the station gradually found its feet again. By the early 1990s, 
operating with a significantly reduced staff, it was the world's most profitable TV station 
in terms of turnover. During this period the station became the most popular breakfast 
television service in the UK, as the BBC's Breakfast Time lost viewers. In 1986, the 
magazine-style Breakfast Time took on a more heavyweight approach, and in 1989 the 
BBC replaced Breakfast Time entirely with a more in-depth and analytical news format 
called Breakfast News, reminiscent of TV-am's original format. 


Law change and demise[edit] 


In 1990, changes in broadcasting law meant that commercial television franchises were 
no longer allocated on merit or potential, but rather through a blind auction, the results 
of which were made public on 16 October 1991. TV-am bid £14.3m, but was outbid by 
another consortium, Sunrise Television - renamed GMTV when it launched - which had 
bid £36.4m. Ironically, in the years following GMTV's launch, the group approached the 
ITC to retrospectively obtain a reduction in this fee,“ reducing it to a level below TV- 
am's original bid.“2 


By February 1992, the first on-screen effects of the licence loss became obvious, with 
TV-am closing its in-house news service and contracting it out to Sky News for a one-off 
payment. Children's programming also suffered, with fewer appearances of Timmy 
Mallet, though Wacaday would continue to appear during major school holidays until TV- 
am's close. Another impact was the abrupt cancellation after just six weeks of the Chris 
Evans-hosted Saturday morning strand 7V-Mayhem, which had initially been 
commissioned for a 40-week run, and its replacement with presented-out-of-vision back- 
to-back cartoons strand Cartoon World on Saturdays from 8 am (extended to 7:30 am 
later in the year). 


Margaret Thatcher, whose government had introduced the change to the allocation of 
commercial television franchises (but who had by then been replaced as Prime Minister 
by John Major), famously wrote to Bruce Gyngell, apologising for being partly 
responsible for the loss of TV-am's licence. It read, in part: "I am ... heartbroken. | am 
only too painfully aware that | was responsible for the legislation." The letter was 
private but Gyngell made it public, which drew criticism from friends of the former 
Prime Minister. 


Closure[edit] 


The station's final broadcast ended on 31 December 1992 at 9:21 am. Credits over a 
black-and-white still of the station's cast and crew in the studio showed snapshot of 
their portraits as the screen faded ending with the caption: TV-am: 1 February 1983 - 
31 December 1992. 


This was then followed by a final commercial break in which there was no final 
appearance by the famous eggcups, although they made their last appearance on 


Wednesday 30 December 1992.'*! Instead, the final advert was for GMTV which began 
broadcasting the following day. 


At 9:25 am the other franchises that had lost their licences, Thames 

Television, TVS and TSW, began their final day's schedules and were replaced at 
midnight by Carlton Television, Meridian Broadcasting, and Westcountry 
Television respectively. 


The next day GMTV began at 6 am. While TV-am as an independent station had used an 
expensive, custom-built studio complex at Camden Lock, GMTV used studio space 
at The London Studios owned by one of GMTV's shareholders, LWT. 


The studios[edit] 


Breakfast Television Centre in Camden Town was sold to MTV Networks in 1993, with 
the famous eggcups still standing on the roof of the building beside the Regent's Canal. 
As well as being used by MTV for the production of its programmes, MTV Studios, as 
they were now known, were available for commercial hire within the TV industry. The 
TV-am lettering built into the fascia of the building was obscured - by being covered 
with discs - but were still partially visible until they were completely removed during 
further renovations in spring 2012. 


In 1999 a fire broke out in a video suite, causing extensive damage to the first floor and 
roof of the building. Production studios and offices were undamaged, as were the 
eggcups.42 
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The rear of the studios after renovation in 2014. The "eggcups" are clearly visible. 


In 2011, MTV Networks applied for permission to make changes to the building, 
primarily to remove some of the studios - which were in decreasing demand following 
changes in MTV's scheduling and commissioning practices - and replace these with 
modern office space.“ The rear of the building, facing Regent's Canal, was repainted 
grey rather than blue, but the structure - and the iconic eggcups - remained in place. 
The front of the building was more extensively redeveloped during 2012-2013: the 
studio block, which had been the site of the original TV-am studios, was demolished and 
replaced with a new glazed-fronted office complex. The front 'courtyard' between the 
prior studio and office sections was renovated and reorganised, including the 
installation of a green wall. The office suite on the other side of the courtyard remained 
in place but was renovated, including the removal of the obscured-since-1993 'TVAM' 
lettering from the building fascia. “#4215015 MTV Networks continued to operate from the 
building during the rebuilding and renovation works, and following the construction of 
the expanded office space was able to move Comedy Central UK and Nickelodeon 

UK from their prior Central London office complexes to Hawley Crescent. 


Brand and programming[edit] 


In August 1993, TV-am plc became Crockfords plc, since 1995 known as Capital 
Corporation Ltd, a gambling company which is currently non-trading. 


"TV-am", the TV-am logo, and 15 registered trade marks are now owned 
by journalist lan White. 


The archive of TV-am programmes made between 1983 and 1992 was taken over by 
Moving Image Communications Ltd, which recruited AP Archive as exclusive licensor of 
the TV-am footage library. It's understood that the entire TV-am programme archive 
survived the franchise loss, and is actually completely intact for the entire daily run of 
broadcasting. As the AP Archive has over 10,000 hours of available TV-am material, this 
would in fact equate to a near 10 year run of a daily slot of around 3 hours of nearly all 
live programming, plus miscellaneous material, excluding the daily duration of 
advertising breaks. 


Presenters[edit] 


e Lisa Aziz, 1989-1992, newsreader, Now At Sky News. 

e Jeni Barnett, host Pick Of The Week, Postbag. 

e Adrian Brown, reporter, newsreader, presenter Good Morning Britain. 

e Gyles Brandreth, host Postbag. 

e Tania Bryer, 1992, weather presenter. 

e Kay Burley, 1985-1988, reporter, newsreader, presenter. 

e Peter Coé, 1984-1992, reporter, finance and business editor, newsreader, 
presenter First Report 

e Anne Diamond, 1983-90, Good Morning Britain, Anne Diamond on Sunday. 

e Moya Doherty, reporter, presenter, After Nine. 

e Diana Dors, 1983-1984, diet and later agony aunt. 

e Maya Even 1989-1992, began her television career at TV-am in 1987, first as a 
researcher in the political unit and then as a producer and reporter from 1989. 

e Tony Francis, 1986-1992, Saturday Sport. 

e David Frost, Good Morning Britain: 1983-1984 (The Sunday Programme: 1985-86), 
(Frost on Sundays: 1986-92). 

e jimmy Greaves, TV reviewer, presenter. 

e Michael Hastings, 1988-1992, Good Morning Britain presenter. 

e Gordon Honeycombe, 1984-1989, newsreader. 

e Jayne Irving, 1984-1989 ;News, Good Morning Britain, After Nine. 

e Ulrika Jonsson, presented the weather. 

e Derek Jameson, newspaper reviewer. 

e Hillary Jones, resident doctor, host After Nine. 

e Richard Keys, 1983-1990, Good Morning Britain; Sport; The Morning programme. 

e Robert Kee, early presenter, Daybreak 

e Henry Kelly, 1983-1987, weekend Good Morning Britain presenter. 

e Lorraine Kelly, October 1984 - 1992, reporter; Good Morning Britain. 

e Rustie Lee, consistently appeared on the show in the cooking segment. 

e Brian Moore, 1983-1986, Sport, Saturday Sport. 

e Mike Morris, 1983-1992, Good Morning Britain ;Sport. 

e Nick Owen, 1983-1986, presented Good Morning Britain alongside Anne Diamond. 

e Michael Parkinson and Mary Parkinson, 1983-1984, weekend programmes. 


e Eve Pollard, showbiz reporter. 

e Angela Rippon, 1983, Daybreak, Good Morning Britain. 

e Anneka Rice, 1985-1987, guest presenter, Good Morning Britain. 
e Caroline Righton, April-October 1987, presenter. 

e Dick King-Smith, presenter, The Rub-a-Dub Tub. 

e John Stapleton, reporter and presenter. 1983-1985. 

e Kathy Tayler, 1989-1992, Good Morning Britain, After Nine. 
e Chris Tarrant, roving reporter and host. 

e Gordon Thomson, guest presenter, celebrity reporter. 

e Lizzie Webb, aka 'Mad Lizzie’, fitness guru. 

e Wincey Willis, 1983-1987, presented the weather. 


Children's programmes[edit] 


e James Baker - Wide Awake Club. 

e Tommy Boyd - Wide Awake Club. 

e Mike Brosnan - Top Banana. 

e Edwina Lawrie - Datarun. 

e Timmy Mallett - Summer Run, Wide Awake Club and Wacaday. 
e Michaela Strachan - Wide Awake Club and Wacaday. 

e Arabella Warner - Wide Awake Club. 

e Adam Wide - SPLAT 


Children's programmes[edit] 


e Alvin and the Chipmunks (Ruby-Spears version only) 
e Animals in Action 

e Batfink 

e Bill and Ted's Excellent Adventures (later went to air on Channel 4) 
e Captain Planet and the Planeteers 

e Captain N: The Game Master 

e Care Bears 

e Cartoon World (November 1991 - December 1992) 
e The Charmings 

e The Curiosity Show 

e Data Run 

e Data Squad 

e Denver, the Last Dinosaur 

e The Dick Tracy Show 

e Dink, the Little Dinosaur 

e Doug (later went to air on Channel 4) 

e Galaxy High 

e Jem (25 October 1986 - 31 December 1992) 

e Junglies (1992) 

e = Maxie's World 

e Nanny and the Professor 

e The New Archies 

e Pac-Man 


e Satellite City (1989) 

e The Shoe People (1987) 

e = SPLAT 

e Super Chicken 

e Super Mario Bros. 

e Top Banana 

e TV Mayhem (1991, was axed after six weeks) 


e Wacaday 
e Wide Awake Club (1984 - 1989) 


See also[edit] 


e World in Action: After The Break. ITV 1988. 

e Storm in an Eggcup, BBC 1992.534 

e The Battle for Britain's Breakfast, BBC 2014 ssa 

e Book: Morning Glory: A History of British Breakfast Television By lan Jones 
e Book: Treachery?: Power Struggle at T. V.-A. M.' by Michael Leapman © 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of TV-am 
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This is a timeline of breakfast television station TV-am 


e 1980 

o 24 January - The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces that in the next 
ITV franchising round it will offer a national licence for breakfast television. 

o 28 December - The IBA announces that TV-am has been awarded the contract to 
provide ITV with a breakfast television service. It beat off seven other bids for 
the franchise, to begin transmission in June 1983" so as to avoid clashing with 
the launch of Channel 4, which went on air in November 1982. 


e 1981 
o March - TV-am chooses as its studios a former car showroom which is renovated 
to create the Breakfast Television Centre. ! 


e 1982 
o No events. 


e 1983 
o 1 February - TV-am launches on ITV, with Good Morning Britain. It is beaten to 
air by two weeks by the BBC's breakfast service Breakfast Time. The service 
operates seven days a week between 6 am to 9:15 am. 
o 28 February - TV-am cuts its Daybreak programme to thirty minutes, 
allowing Good Morning Britain to begin half an hour earlier. 


Original Daybreak presenters Robert Kee and Angela Rippon are both replaced, 
with Gavin Scott (weekdays) and Lynda Barry (weekends).24 

o 18 March - Amid falling ratings and mounting pressure from investors, Peter 
Jay steps aside as TV-am's Chief Executive allowing Jonathan Aitken to take on 
the role, sw 

o 1 April- Roland Rat makes his first appearance on TV-am."®! Created by David 
Claridge and launched by TV-am Children's editor Anne Wood to entertain 
younger viewers during the Easter holidays,“4" Roland is generally regarded as 
TV-am's saviour, being described as "the only rat to join a sinking ship"."! 

o 12 April - Timothy Aitken succeeds his cousin Jonathan as Chief Executive of TV- 

am due to the IBA rules regarding MPs operating a television station." 

19 April - Angela Rippon and Anna Ford are axed from TV-am."! 

29 April - Michael Parkinson is appointed to TV-am's board of directors." 

April - Greg Dyke joins as Editor-in-Chief. 

May - The 10-minute interval between the end of TV-am and the start of the 

regional ITV franchises at 9:25 am ends because the switch of the broadcast 

signals from TV-am to each regional ITV franchise becomes an automatic 
process and the IBA extended TV-am's hours to 9:25 am to allow for continuous 
programming. 

o 23 May - TV-am's new look starts." Daybreak is axed, with Good Morning 
Britain extending to start at 6:25 am. Commander David Philpott is moved to 
present the weather at the weekends only, with Wincey Willis becoming the new 
weekday weather presenter." 

o June - Nick Owen and Anne Diamond start joint-presenting Good Morning Britain. 

o August - TV-am has a ratings success when they employ Chris Tarrant to host a 
series of outside broadcasts from seaside resorts across the UK. 


O O OO© 


1984 

o Australian business tycoon Kerry Packer takes a substantial minority interest in 
the company, and in early May he appoints his own Chief Executive, Bruce 
Gyngell, to help make the company financially viable. Greg Dyke leaves with a 
few weeks of the appointment to take a new position with TVS."7! Ten days later, 
general manager Michael Moor also left the station." 

o 12 October - The cost-cutting is brought sharply into focus in its coverage of 
the Brighton hotel bombing. The night before the terrorist attack, TV-am sent the 
production team home as it could not afford to pay for hotel rooms. When the 
blast occurred in the early hours, the BBC and ITN provided immediate coverage. 
TV-am's response was limited to a caption of reporter John Stapleton reporting 
over the phone." Trade union agreements at the time meant that technical staff 
at the local ITV station TVS could not provide cover for another commercial 
television company, and TV-am's previous conflicts with ITN meant that the 
latter would not share its footage. The whole affair earned the company a severe 
rebuke from the IBA, who told the company to invest and improve its news 
coverage, or it would lose its licence. 

o 13 October - The first edition of children's programme Wide Awake Club is 
broadcast. It replaces Data Run and Rub-a-Dub-Tub. Also cancelled is 
summertime filler SPLAT. The change is part of the cost-cutting programme.” 


1985 


o 3 January - TV-am expands its broadcasting hours. Weekday programmes begin 
ten minutes earlier during the week, at 6:15 am?" and weekend programmes 
begin at 6:55 am. 
o 14 September - Wide Awake Club is extended and now runs for two hours, from 
7:30 am until 9:25 am. 
o 3 October - Roland Rat transfers to the BBC. Commenting on the move, he says, 
"I saved TV-am and now I'm here to save the BBC."!2! 
o October - Following Roland Rat's move to the BBC, TV-am launches a new 
children's programme - a spin-off from Wide Awake Club called Wacaday. 
1986 
o August - After more than three years, the presenting partnership of Nick 
Owen and Anne Diamond ends when Nick leaves TV-am for ITV Sport." 
1987 
o Fora short period in 1987, prior to the start of 24-hour broadcasting on ITV, a 
selection of teletext pages were broadcast in-vision prior to the start of TV-am. 
These pages mostly consisted of news and information about TV-am. 
o July - TV-am reintroduces a news hour, running from 6 am until 7 am. 
o September - TV-am recommences broadcasting each day from 6 am. 
o 23 November - The TV-am strike begins after members of the technicians union 
the ACTT walk out in a dispute over the station's ‘Caring Christmas Campaign’. 
What is meant to be a 24-hour stoppage continues for several months when staff 
are locked out by Managing Director Bruce Gyngell. TV-am is unable to 
broadcast Good Morning Britain, the regular format is replaced with shows such 
as Flipper, Batman and Happy Days. 
o 7 December - A skeleton service that sees non-technical staff operating cameras 
and Gyngell himself directing proceedings, begin to allow Good Morning 
Britain to start broadcasting again. To begin with TV-am is able to switch from 
airing 100% pre-recorded material with the introduction of a 30-minute live 
segment each morning presented by Anne Diamond.”*! 
o 14 December - TV-am extends its live broadcasting to an hour a day. 
1988 
o 14 January - Talks between TV-am's management and the ACTT begin aimed at 
resolving the ongoing strike.) 
o 25-29 January - TV-am airs a week of live broadcasts from Sydney to 
celebrate Australia's bicentenary, and featuring Anne Diamond and Mike Morris. 
o 1 February - 
= TV-am celebrates its fifth birthday, with Anne Diamond joined by Richard 
Keys, Gyles Brandreth, Su Pollard and Jimmy Greaves. It is the first time TV- 
am has been able to get its daily output down to an hour of pre-recorded 
material since the beginning of the strike. However, the station continues to 
air imports of old US shows for several months.) 

= The deadline on which the ACTT must accept TV-am's "Ten Point Plan" aimed 
at resolving the strike. However, the plan is rejected by a ballot and the 
union refuses to resume negotiations. 

o 16 February - TV-am Managing Director Bruce Gyngell sacks the station's locked 


out staff, and calls a meeting of its remaining employees the following morning 
to announce that the ACTT will never again organise itself at TV-am's studios. His 


decision fails to resolve the crisis, however, as picketing continues and the 
quality of its output remains unchanged.) 

30 May - TV-am does not go on air, with its airtime instead taken up by coverage 
of ITV's Telethon '88. The ACTT had asked its members to boycott the 
programme on this date, and fearful of sparking a nationwide dispute, TV-am's 
acting Managing Director, Adrian Moore, allows ITV to use the early morning 
airtime.) 

July - Stephen Barden is appointed TV-am's new Managing Editor. With the 
station facing criticism from the IBA over the quality of its output, he acts quickly 
to improve matters. Repeats of imported US programmes finally come to an end, 
while new programming is launches, and programmes such as Frost on 

Sunday (off air since the strike began) are restored.'! 

19 August - Following concerns about the quality of TV-am's programming, an 
emergency meeting of the IBA considers whether to review the station's 
franchise in early 1989. However, it is ultimately decided not to proceed with the 
review since the next franchise round is approaching, and the IBA feels the 
success of both organisations is mutually exclusive. 

1 November - Having decided to step down from her presenting role on TV-am, 
Anne Diamond makes her final regular appearance on the station. 


1989 


(0) 


April - Wide Awake Club is relaunched as WAC 90. 


1990 


(0) 


June - WAC 90 ends and is replaced by Hey, Hey, it's Saturday!. 


1991 


(0) 
(0) 


September - Children's programme Hey, Hey, it's Saturday! is axed. 

October - TV-am looks to branch out into radio when it bids with Virgin 
Communications Ltd to operate the UK's second Independent National 

Radio station. 

16 October - The ITC announces the results of the franchise round. Following 
the Broadcasting Act 1990, the ITC had to conduct a franchise auction whereby 
contracts would be given to the highest bidder, subject to fulfilling a 
programming ‘quality threshold.’ TV-am loses the national breakfast television 
franchise to Sunrise Television, later to be known as GMTV due to it not being 
the highest bidder. 


1992 


(0) 


(0) 


(0) 


February - Ahead of the loss of its franchise, TV-am closes its in-house news 
service and contracts it out to Sky News for a one-off payment. Other original 
programming, especially children's programming, is wound down ahead of the 
end of the company's franchise. 

April - Independent Music Radio, the consortium which TV-am is a part, is 
awarded the second Independent National Radio licence." 

June - David Frost leaves. His final interviewee is Margaret Thatcher whose 
legislation was responsible for TV-am losing its licence. 

31 December - At 9:25 am, TV-am ends its final broadcast after 9 years and 10 
months on air. 


e 1993 


10] 
(0) 


See 


1 January - TV-am's successor GMTV begins broadcasting. 

March - TV-am sells its stake in forthcoming national commercial radio 
station Virgin 1215.2% to Apax Partners, JP Morgan Investment 
Corporation and Sir David Frost. 27228 

August - TV-am plc becomes Crockfords plc, since 1995 known as Capital 
Corporation Ltd, a gambling company which is currently non-trading. 


also[edit] 


e Timeline of breakfast television in the United Kingdom 
e History of ITV 
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This article is about the channel. For GMTV's main weekday breakfast magazine 
programme, see GMTV (TV series). 


"Sunrise Television" redirects here. For the broadcasting group formerly known as 
Sunrise Television, see Smith Media. 


GMTV 


Created by Good Morning Television (ITV 


plc) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Pro 


Production 


duction The London Studios, London, 


location(s) UK 


Production company ITV Studios 


(s) 

Release 
Original network ITV 

ITV2 (GMTV2) 
Picture format 4:3 (1993-2004) 

16:9 (2004-2010) 
Original release 1 January 1993 - 

3 September 2010 

Chronology 

Preceded by TV-am (1983-1992) 
Followed by Daybreak (2010-2014) 
Related shows Good Morning Britain 

Lorraine 


External links 


[Official website at the Wayback Machine (archived 
2010-09-14) Website] 


GMTV (now legally known as ITV Breakfast Broadcasting Limited) was the name of 
the national Channel 3 breakfast television contractor/licensee,™ broadcasting in the 
United Kingdom from 1 January 1993 to 3 September 2010. It became a wholly owned 
subsidiary of ITV plc in November 2009.” Shortly after, ITV plc announced the 
programme would end. The final edition of GMTV was broadcast on 3 September 2010. 


GMTV transmitted daily from 6 am with GMTV's weekday breakfast magazine 
programme GMTV broadcasting until 8:25 (9:25 on Friday), followed by GMTV with 
Lorraine (Monday - Thursday), until the regional ITV franchises took over at 9.25 am. In 
later years, the switchover was practically seamless and the station was ‘surrounded!’ in 
the most part by ITV Network continuity on either side of transmission. Consequently, 
most viewers perceived GMTV simply as a programme on ITV; however, until the 


complete buyout by ITV plc, it was essentially an independent broadcaster with its own 
news-gathering operation, sales and management teams and in-house production team. 
GMTV also broadcast its own children's programmes, independent from CITV until the 
programme Boohbah was cross-promoted on both sides, with different credits for each. 


History[edit] 
Creation[edit] 


GMTV won the licence for the breakfast Channel 3 franchise from 1993, outbidding the 
previous licence holder, TV-am, in the 1991 franchise round for £34 million. The station 
was backed by LWT, STV, Disney, and the Guardian Media Group. GMTV promised a 
"cheerful morning and with more information" - termed the "F-factor". A new children's 
news bulletin was to be broadcast at 7:20 am every morning, while at 8:50 am during 
the week, a new female-lead format was also planned.” Carlton bought a 20% stake in 
the consortium in November 1991.5 GMTV was first intended to be called ‘Sunrise 
Television’, but as Sky News' breakfast programming also went by that name (and did 
so until 2019), Sky protested, resulting in the change of name.2 


In May 1992, GMTV was criticised after unveiling its plans for a more family orientated 
format with business and city news being dropped. Director of Programmes Lis Howell 
stated: 


The structure of the programme will be fundamentally different from TV- 
am. It will be a rolling programme, with two presenters in which the news 
will be long or as short as the news dictates. It's in a sense a news 
programme but it's a very soft news agenda, although if there is a big 
story we will ditch everything and cover it better than TV-am would have. 


GMTV also turned down an offer from David Frost to continue with his Sunday morning 
programme instead choosing to introduce a new leisure programme about family 
matters, as it believed "TV-am flung its audience away on Sundays". 


Broadcasting[edit] 
See also: List of GMTV programmes 


The first edition of GMTV was broadcast on 1 January 1993, presented by Eamonn 
Holmes and Anne Davies. Its main weekday presenters at launch were Fiona Armstrong 
and Michael Wilson (Monday - Thursday), broadcast from Studio 5 at The London 
Studios on the South Bank. 


Within six weeks of broadcasting, the station had lost 2 million viewers. Mark Lawson 

of The Independent dubbed the new franchise "Grinning Morons Television". Greg 
Dyke was appointed chairman of the GMTV board and tasked with overhauling the 
station format, which included "more popular journalism". His role was primarily to bring 
new and imaginative ideas to the station without taking on full day-to-day running. 

ua Within three days, programme Director Lis Howell resigned; Greg Dyke had refused 
to endorse any of her programming strategy for GMTV. Her replacement was Peter 
McHugh.21221 


On 8 February 1993,22 following continued poor ratings, Wilson had moved to present a 
new "news focused" slot from 6 to 7am (which in 1994 became the "Reuters News 
Hour"). Fiona Armstrong continued to co-present with Eamonn Holmes until 12 March 


1993,44 Armstrong was replaced by Lorraine Kelly, with her former position as presenter 
of the post nine am slot 7op of the Morning taken up by Fern Britton. 


On Monday 19 April 1993 GMTV was revamped, including a new set that mimicked that 
of TV-am.2222 Sally Meen become the new weather presenters while Penny Smith 
became the main newsreader, joining from Sky News.24 


Within the first six months, GMTV reported £10 million losses which was double that it 
initially budgeted for.22 In early September 1993, GMTV approached the Independent 
Television Commission (ITC) regarding the possibility of decreasing its quota of news. 
Just two months earlier, the ITC had criticised the company for being "too entertainment 
led", expressing concerns about other programme areas. The ITC said: "They [GMTV] 
will have to put forward a strong case for changing the licence based on the viewers’ 
preferences".22 The request was denied, and by the end of 1993 the ITC issued a formal 
warning for its "unsatisfactory performance". 2% 


A final warning was given in May 1994; GMTV would face a £2 million fine unless 
standards improved. The ITC acknowledged that considerable improvements had taken 
place up to the start of 1994, but its news bulletins continued to be "unsatisfactory, and 
initially too short to cover depth or authority", adding: "its current affairs and children's 
material did not meet the aspirations... in terms of quality or production". As part of the 
package to rectify the issues, American children's television series Barney & 

Friends was introduced, in addition to the Reuters News Hour and an upmarket Sunday 
morning programme. By September 1994, GMTV had achieved high enough standards 
to avoid the fine22 and for the first time, had made a profit.22 


In July 1994, Anthea Turner joined GMTV to present along with Mr Motivator the "Fun in 
the Sun" summer holiday features, before being paired up with Eamonn Holmes to 
present the main programme shortly afterwards." Turner left the station on 24 
December 1996, after a dramatic falling out between the pair, which finally resulted in 
Holmes publicly calling her "Princess tippy toes". However, management denied she 
was "squeezed out", with Turner leaving on her own accord. Fiona Phillips took over her 
role on 6 January 1997, 251261 


In 1998, the company returned into red, with losses of £12 million and a turnover of £80 
million 24 In November 1998, GMTV finally received a windfall: the ITC reduced the 
amount the station had to pay to the treasury from £50 million to £20 million - the most 
dramatic reduction of all the licenses. The ITC believed this would allow GMTV the 
money to invest in more programming.22 


GMTV continued to strengthen its output, receiving further praise from the ITC in its 
Annual Performance Review of 1999: "The overall programme quality improved... with 
more feature items and greater breadth of coverage, better journalistic and technical 
resources". This led to increased audience share for GMTV among adult viewers. The 
weekend output for children was also strengthened. The ITC praised GMTV's greater 
emphasis on overseas coverage and access to key figures in the news, particularly for 
live interviews. 


Social action programming was particularly successful. There were signs of 
improvement in the information content of the magazine programme for older children, 
Diggit (previously criticised by the ITC). The ITC proposed improvements in two areas to 
be made priorities for the year ahead: "... In Sunday programming for adults, where 
there is scope for better background and analysis to key political stories alongside the 
major interviews, and in information content in programming for school age children".22 


2000s[edit] 


During 1999, the STV Group held talks into buying out the other shareholders in GMTV, 
with Disney believed to be keen on the idea.2%24 By September, an agreement had been 
reached to acquire Guardian Media Group's 15% stake for £20 million, but both Carlton 
and Granada objected to the deal.221 Guardian Media Group concluded in selling off its 
15% stake in GMTV for £18 million in January 2000, with all three companies receiving 
5% - allowing the four remaining stakeholders to have an equal 25% stake in the 
company. 22331 


In October 2003, STV made public its interest in acquiring Carlton and Granada's stakes 
in GMTV. Andrew Flanagan, chief executive: "We would be interested in buying GMTV. 
You need a trigger to try to do something and that's what we have tried to engineer." 
STV believed having a controlling stake in GMTV would allow an effective command 
against the newly formed ITV sales department. In September 2004, ITV_ 

plc purchased STV Group's 25% in the company for £31 millione% after being given the 
go ahead from the Office of Fair Trading - despite advertisers' fears it could give ITV 
influence over pricing. SMG said: "[We] are pulling out of GMTV because it did not want 
to hold a minority interest in someone else's media business".22 


In 2005, presenter Eamonn Holmes left the station.2428! It was later exposed he was 
deeply unhappy with the "dumbing down and commercialisation", which resulted in him 
hating his bosses.24 


Phone-in scandal[edit] 


In April 2007, BBC One's Panorama programme made claims that Opera - a company 
dealing with GMTV's phone in competitions were finalising shortlists of potential winners 
"long before" lines closed, which resulted in viewers wasting an estimated £10 million a 
year since April 2003 on entering premium rate phone competitions. Paul Corley, 
managing director of GMTV, said: "I'd just like to apologise for everything that's gone 
on. GMTV had trusted Opera, but, the fact is it appears two or three people at this 
telecoms company were taking it upon themselves to do this even without the 
knowledge of the management.“ This contradicted Panorama's claims that in 2003, 
sales director Mark Nuttall at Opera had discovered the situation and sent an e-mail to 
staff, saying: "Make sure they never find out you are picking the winners early.".“4 Two 
senior executives resigned: Controller of Enterprises Kate Fleming and Managing 
Director Paul Corley.421431 


On 24 September 2007, Opera was fined £250,000, while GMTV was fined £2 million 
by Ofcom, who stated: "the breaches constituted a substantial breakdown in the 
fundamental relationship of trust between a public service broadcaster and its viewers. 
The breaches were extremely serious as they involved longstanding and systematic 
failures in the conduct of broadcast competitions". GMTV pledged to refund a total of 
£35 million to all viewers affected.“# 


A month later, the Serious Fraud Office took the decision to review the evidence from 
Ofcom into the phone in scandal. An SFO spokeswoman said: "Following media reports 
and some complaints received from the general public about GMTV's use of premium 
rate telephone services, we are in touch with Ofcom although no SFO investigation is 
under way... Furthermore, the SFO will await the outcome of Ofcom's investigation into 
ITV's use of premium rate telephone services as highlighted in the Deloitte report.". 

461 On 10 March 2008, the Serious Fraud Office decided not to investigate the phone in 
scandal, stating it did not meet its criterion for an investigation.“ 


2008-2009[edit] 


A major overhaul of GMTV output took place during the summer of 2008 - resulting in 
part from the loss of viewers to new competition from other digital channels, and to 
counter criticism its output had become too lightweight. Red Bee Media was brought in 
as a consultant with a view to refreshing the station's on-screen look, which had 
changed very little since 1993. ITV and Disney agreed a £4.5 million investment to 
modernise the production of the programme, including new equipment such as Avid 
editing suites.“ This then led to the relaunch of GMTV on 5 January 2009, 

introducing Emma Crosby and Kirsty McCabe, replacing Fiona Phillips and Andrea 
McLean. 


In July 2008, it was announced that McLean would quit working on GMTV to focus on her 
role on Loose Women, to share the permanent host job with Jackie Brambles. On 31 
December 2008, Andrea left GMTV after eleven years as a weather presenter. 


Fiona Phillips left GMTV on 18 December 2008 after twelve years as its main presenter. 
She told viewers that leaving was "one of the hardest decisions I've ever made". “2 


ITV plc ownership/[edit] 


as prose. You can help by converting this section, if 
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appropriate. Editing help is available. (April 2014) 


ITV plc attempted to buy out Disney's stake in GMTV following it gaining 75% control, in 
order to secure 24-hours control of Channel 3 in England and Wales, eventually paying 
£18m for the remaining 25% on 25 November 2009.5% 


As a result, many changes were made shortly after: 


e The editor of GMTV, Martin Frizell, was sacked in December 2009 with Sue Walton 
temporarily replacing him. 

e On 4 March 2010, it was announced that presenter and newsreader Penny 
Smith was leaving GMTV with presenter John Stapleton being redeployed as special 
correspondent.2541 Smith presented her final broadcast on 4 June 2010. 

e Also announced on 4 March 2010 was political correspondent Gloria De Piero's 
decision to quit GMTV in February 2010 to stand as a Labour Party Parliamentary 
candidate.= 

e On 6 March 2010 GMTV Kids presenters Jamie Rickers and Anna Williamson were 
made redundant.&* They appeared for the last time on the programme in May 2010, 
meaning no presenter links between programmes in the Toonattik strand. 

e In early April 2010, there was speculation that Eamonn Holmes and Kate 
Thornton were in the running to present the new revamp programme.&! A source 
said: "With Eamonn and Kate it will almost be like a pilot. If it works they will be 
licking their lips. It has not been signed but all sides are actively considering it. 
There is still some work to do but it is looking very likely." 

e On 19 April 2010, it was announced BBC presenter Adrian Chiles was quitting his 
roles with the corporation, to join ITV plc on a six-year contract, co-presenting on 
GMTV and casting doubt over the futures of incumbent male hosts Andrew 
Castle and Ben Shephard. 

e On 21 April 2010, it was confirmed that Ben Shephard was leaving GMTV after 10 
years, after earlier telling management he would not be renewing his contract. ==! 


On 7 May 2010, it was announced that former The One Show editor lan Rumsey 
would take editorial control of the programme from June 2010, with Paul Connolly as 
his deputy, taking over Sue Walton's temporary placement, as she moved to 
tackling GMTV with Lorraine's move to a new standalone programme. 

On 10 June 2010, it was confirmed that Andrew Castle would leave GMTV after 10 
years. 64 

On 10 June 2010 ITV plc announced that they would be dropping the GMTV brand 
name from the breakfast franchise in favour of a relaunched format later in 2010.151 
166] 

On 20 June 2010, ITV plc announced that Christine Bleakley would join Adrian Chiles 
as lead female host, after signing an exclusive three-year deal to present on the 
breakfast slot, and other prime-time entertainment shows. The pair had worked 
together on the BBC's The One Show. 

As of July 2010, GMTV came from Studio 3 at TLS (where Loose Women comes 
from). This move was because Al Jazeera Sports, which originally came from Studio 
7, had to move to Studio 5, so that Studio 7 could be made ready for Daybreak. This 
is also where the final programme was broadcast from. 

On 9 July 2010 it was confirmed that the new ITV plc breakfast programme name 
from 6 September 2010 would be named Daybreak and that GMTV with Lorraine is 
set to become a standalone programme with the title Lorraine and GMTV 

Limited was being rebranded ITV Breakfast Limited. 

On 20 July 2010 it was confirmed that Kate Garraway would move from a presenting 
position on GMTV to the role of entertainment editor on Daybreak. Other members 
of the team moving over from GMTV were confirmed as John Stapleton continuing in 
the role of special correspondent, Dan Lobb as Sports editor, Dr. Hilary 

Jones becoming health editor and Richard Gaisford continuing in the role of Chief 
Correspondent. 

On 20 July 2010 Richard Arnold and Carla Romano, after 10 years with the company, 
announced that they would be leaving the programme to pursue their careers 
elsewhere. 

On 1 August 2010 Emma Crosby confirmed that she would not be part of the new 
programme. 

GMTV with Lorraine aired for the last time with Myleene Klass presenting on 2 
September 2010, whilst GMTV came to an end with Andrew Castle and Emma 
Crosby presenting on 3 September 2010. 


See also[edit] 


List of GMTV programmes 
List of GMTV presenters 


Daybreak 
Lorraine 
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List of GMTV programmes 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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The following details are for the programmes that GMTV (Good Morning Television) 
broadcast on ITV. 


GMTV is the former breakfast television franchise for the UK's ITV network. It began 
broadcasting on Friday 1 January 1993 and finished on Friday 3 September 2010, being 
replaced by ITV Breakfast. 


GMTV{[edit] 


GMTV 


GMTV 


p 


|Also known as GMTV Today (2000-09) 
Presented by John Stapleton 


Penny Smith 


Ben Shephard 
Kate Garraway 


Andrew Castle 


Emma Crosby 
(See full list) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production The London Studios, 


location(s) London, England, United 


Kingdom 


Running time Monday - Thursday, 
150 minutes 
Friday, 
235 minutes 


(includes adverts) 


Production company GM 


(s) (ITV Studios) 
Release 

Original network ITV (ITV Breakfast slot) 

Original release 1 January 1993 - 


3 September 2010 


Chronology 


Preceded by TV-am (1983-92) 


Followed by Daybreak (2010-14) 


1993-2000[edit] 


GMTV is the original brand for GMTV's weekday breakfast magazine programme from 
6:00 am. It included national and international news stories, regional news, weather, 
interviews, cookery and health features, human-interest and showbiz stories, and 
competitions. In spring 1993, shortly after the channel's launch, a separate news- 
focused programme was introduced between 6:00 am and 7:00 am, which in early 1994 
became The Reuters News Hour. The main 6:00-9:00 am programme remained 
named GMTV but as part of the show's new look for the millennium, this main 
programme later became GMTV Today. 


On 3 January 2000, GMTV relaunched and changed the names of each of their 
programmes. This now meant that the programme GMTV did not exist. This was then 
split up into The Newshour and GMTV Today. This titling for the programmes remained 
until January 2009 when GMTV relaunched. The first presenters were: 


e Eamonn Holmes 
e Anne Davies 

e Michael Wilson 

e Fiona Armstrong 


e Lorraine Kelly 
2009-2010[edit] 


GMTV underwent a major revamp on 5 January 2009, reverting to its original title,» and 
incorporating the GMTV Newshour into the show as well. The show returned with a new 
set and new onscreen graphics. For the first time since the station's launch the logo was 
changed from the 'sun' logo. Despite the changes, the same theme music and headline 
beds were still used throughout the programme and nothing altered with the weather 
until 18 January 2010.2 However, on 9 March 2009, GMTV introduced new theme music 
and headline beds to its main programmes, replacing the previous music that had been 
in use since 2000. On 31 August 2009, GMTV saw the introduction of 3D graphics, 
graphic animations, through the use of a new system called VizRT, and a voice-over 
announcer to introduce presenters at the top of the hour. These were later slightly 
revised in October of that year. 


The show had previously been criticised for its poor journalistic approach although from 
2009 it took on a more confident approach, with 7-minute bulletins at the top of the 
hour, a detailed bulletin at half-past the hour, and the Top Stories at 15 and 45 minutes 
past each hour. These replaced the hour and half-hour bulletins which featured 
previously. 


Fiona Phillips and Andrea McLean left the show in late 2008.24 In November 2008 it was 
announced that Sky News business presenter Emma Crosby would replace Phillips, and 
the BBC's Kirsty McCabe would replace McLean as weather presenter. Aside from the 
new members of the team, previous presenters continued to present in their previous 
slots and, from August 2009, a voice-over at the top of the hour referred to the show 

as GMTV with ....2 This continued until Penny Smith left on 4 June 2010, with the same 
presenters on air from 6:00-8:35/9:25 am. 


In November 2009, ITV plc took full control of the broadcaster after purchasing The Walt 
Disney Company's 25% share.4 


The editor of GMTV, Martin Frizell, quit his role, as Disney's share of the company 
was sold,£ and was replaced temporarily by Sue Walton. It was announced on 7 
May 2010 that former The One Show editor lan Rumsey would take on the role as of 
June 2010, with Paul Connolly as his deputy.2% 

On 4 March 2010, it was announced that presenter and newsreader Penny Smith 
was leaving GMTV, with presenter John Stapleton being redeployed as special 
correspondent. 21221 

On 19 April 2010, it was announced that The One Show presenter Adrian Chiles was 
quitting his roles with the corporation, to join ITV on a six-year contract. 

On 21 April 2010, it was confirmed that Ben Shephard was quitting GMTV after 10 
years, after earlier telling management he would not be renewing his contract. His 
two-year contract ended in April 2010; however, he stayed with GMTV until July 
2010.“ He then focused on a number of new projects with ITV and other channels.22 
On 4 June 2010, Penny Smith left GMTV with John Stapleton presenting on location. 
From 7 June, Andrew Castle, Emma Crosby, Kate Garraway and Ben Shephard 
presented from 6 am-8.30 am with Stapleton taking on a new role of special 
correspondent and providing cover when the male anchors were absent. 

On 11 June 2010 it was confirmed that Andrew Castle was quitting GMTV in 
September after 10 years with the company. 

On 9 July 2010 it was confirmed that the GMTV programme would be axed in favour 
of Daybreak." 

On 30 July 2010, Ben Shephard left GMTV, and from 2 August, Andrew Castle 
presented most days alongside Emma Crosby or Kate Garraway, with special 
correspondent John Stapleton providing cover. 

GMTV came to an end on 3 September 2010, featuring Andrew Castle and Emma 
Crosby as hosts. 


GMTV with Lorraine([edit] 


GMTV with Lorraine 


GMTV Lorraine 


Also known as Top of the Morning (1993) 
Quarter to Nine (1994) 
Nine O'Clock Live (1994-?) 
Lorraine Live (1998-2000) 
LK Today (2000-08) 


Presented by Lorraine Kelly 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 


Production location(s) The London Studios 


Running time Monday - Thursday, 
55 minutes 


(inc. adverts) 


Production company(s) GMTV 


(ITV Studios) 
Release 
Original network ITV (ITV Breakfast slot) 
Original release 4 January 1993 - 


2 September 2010 


Chronology 


Followed by Lorraine 


External links 


Website 


The show featured the latest fashion, food and celebrity gossip, hosted by Lorraine 
Kelly. There was also regular specialist guests, who made regular appearances. Due to 
Lorraine living in Scotland, Monday and Tuesday episodes were broadcast live, with 
Wednesday and Thursday's shows pre-recorded and broadcast as live. The show's 
target audience was women, therefore during events such as Fashion Week, the 
programme broadcast live from location with fashion expert Mark Heyes. 


History[edit] 


Lorraine Kelly first began presenting Top of the Morning in January 1993. In March 
when Fiona Armstrong walked out of the main GMTV show, Lorraine moved to 

the GMTV slot“#4 and Fern Britton and Amanda Redington took over hosting Top of the 
Morning. Top of the Morning was produced by an independent production company.: 


In 1994 it was replaced with the GMTV-produced Quarter to Nine. In June 1994, Kelly 
went on maternity leave, but shortly afterwards she was sacked from the main 
presenting roles, She returned in November 94 to do a Mum and baby slot. This led to 
her becoming the main presenter of Nine O'Clock Live. The show proved so popular that 
it moved to the earlier 8:35 am slot and, by 1998, had been retitled Lorraine Live. 


The main guest host for Lorraine Kelly when she was ill or on holiday, was Fiona Phillips, 
but after the birth of Fiona's children, she shared the job with Andrea McLean. 
Occasionally when neither were available, guest hosts were drafted in like Dale 

Winton and Paul O'Grady. After 2008, once both Andrea and Fiona had left, guest hosts 
were drafted in. 


In January 2000, as GMTV rebranded to GMTV Today, and Lorraine's show changed its 
name to LK Today. 


As part of the later rebrand that took place at the start of 2009, the show again changed 
its title to GMTV with Lorraine, to coincide with GMTV Today changing back to GMTV. 
Lorraine moved for the first time into the main GMTV studio, instead of having her own 
part of the studio to host from. 


In November 2009, ITV plc took full control of the broadcaster after purchasing The Walt 
Disney Company's 25% share.4 


The format of the show between January to September 2010 included Lorraine giving a 
brief introduction describing what was coming up on the show, before discussing the 
main stories from the morning's newspapers with a male and female reviewer. The 
show's first guests tended to be interviewed next; however, some days there would be 
money-saving advice from Martin Lewis or a fashion feature from Mark Heyes in that 
slot. A news summary was shown at 9:00 am presented by Penny Smith or Helen 
Fospero, followed by a brief weather summary from Clare Nasir or Kirsty McCabe. The 
chef who was appearing that week then cooked the dish for the day in the GMTV 
kitchen, before the final guests made their appearance. The competition that ran 

on GMTV also appeared throughout the show. The programme was sponsored 

by Matalan and Actimel. 


For 2010, the GMTV kitchen was introduced which would involve a chef appearing for 
the entire week cooking their dish at 9:00 am. The kitchen was set up in the area where 
the news desk was usually positioned, however, when GMTV moved to Studio 3, the 
kitchen faced a new look, and the position of it moved. 


In April 2010 to make GMTV's programming more consistent, GMTV with Lorraine began 
airing all year round, instead of breaking during school holidays, with guest presenters. 
For the first week of the school holidays, ITV News anchor Nina Hossain presented the 
show, with Ruth Langsford presenting the following week. 


On 9 July 2010, as well as the announcement that GMTV had been axed to make way 
for Daybreak, it was also revealed that Lorraine's new programme Lorraine would 
replace GMTV with Lorraine 


On 15 July 2010, Lorraine presented her last show before leaving, and throughout the 
summer holidays Fiona Phillips, Emma Bunton and Kirsty Gallacher each presented her 
show for two weeks.” Myleene Klass presented the final week of the show. 


Newshour edit] 


Newshour was launched in March 1993, and was GMTV's weekday news-oriented 
breakfast programme, broadcasting for an hour from the start of GMTV's weekday 
broadcast at 6:00 am. From 21 February 1994 it was contracted out to Reuters, and by 
April the viewing figures had increased from 200,000 to just over 1 million.24 The 
programme included national and international news stories, regional news, weather 
and newspaper reviews, plus various guests, and was designed to be more serious than 
the lighter and more tabloid GMTV Today programme which followed. From January 
2009, the Newshour title was scrapped, and the programme was merged with GMTV 
Today to create one GMTV name again. The same presenters from Newshour continued 
to present the 6:00 am to 7:00 am slot until June 2010 (Penny Smith and John 
Stapleton) 


GMTV Today(edit] 


GMTV Today was GMTV's flagship weekday breakfast programme, comprising national 
and international news stories, regional news, weather, human-interest features and 
competitions. It was also designed to be more lighter and friendlier against 

the Newshour which preceded it. The original presenters were Eamonn Holmes and 
Lorraine Kelly. Kelly was replaced by Anthea Turner in 1994, but she left in December 
1996. From 1997, Fiona Phillips presented alongside Eamonn Holmes (Monday to 
Wednesday) and Andrew Castle and Kate Garraway (Thursday to Friday). In April 2005 
when Holmes left, he was replaced by relief and Entertainment Today presenter, Ben_ 
Shephard. 


When GMTV relaunched in 2009, it merged with the Newshour with Today to try anda 
recreate a more news-based content throughout the entirety of the show and create 
consistency. Part of the relaunch were due to the significant presenter changes. These 
included the departure of Fiona Phillips and Andrea McLean, who were replaced 

by Emma Crosby and Kirsty McCabe. The same presenters from Today continued to 
present the 7:00 am to 8:30/9:25 am slot until June 2010, and then 6:00 am to 
8:30/9:25 am slot until the demise of the show. 


Sunday Besit(edit] 


Sunday Best was GMTV's original Sunday magazine programme, launched in January 
1993. It was originally intended to be a Sunday edition of the regular weekday 
programme, featuring the regular lifestyle and human interest stories, interviews, and 
news bulletins. Originally it aired from 7:20 am-8:50 am and was hosted by Eamonn 
Holmes and Anne Davies. By the start of March it was moved to 6:30 am-8:00 am. 


However, as part of the station's relaunch in April 1993, Eamonn Holmes moved to 
become the main anchor of the weekday GMTV programme with Mike Morris replacing 
him. It was reduced to a 60-minute slot from 7:00 am-8:00 am, from 25 April 

1993. Sunday Best started to introduce more political aspects to the programme, and 
over time moved from being a general magazine programme to become a weekly 
political programme. Anne Davies, left the programme in January 1994 when the format 
started to change to increase the amount of current affairs. Mike Morris, left in mid 


September after being unhappy with the refocus of the programmes.22! Roy 
Hattersley was drafted in to present. 


The last programme was on 9 October 1994. It was suddenly replaced the following 
Sunday on 16 October 1994 by The Sunday Review (a 60-minute signed review of the 
week's news Which had been broadcasting since early 1993 under the name 
"Timeshift"), and The Sunday Programme, shortly after Mike Morris left GMTV, stating 
that Sunday Best was becoming too political for a Sunday morning.22 


The Sunday Programme{(edit] 


The Sunday Programme was GMTV's political programme. It launched on 16 October 
1994312411251 as a replacement for Sunday Best, which was GMTV's original Sunday 
morning magazine. The programme aired between 7:00 am and 8:00 am, just after The 
Sunday Review (a 60-minute signed review of the week's news). 


It was originally presented by Alastair Stewart, who left in 2001, and Steve 
Richards took over. From 1995-2001, the programme was called Alastair Stewart's 
Sunday Programme, but this was changed when Alastair left in 2001. In 2008, the 
programme was quietly axed and replaced with children's programming. 


Entertainment Todayjedit] 


Entertainment Today was GMTV's entertainment round-up show on Fridays, designed 
to replace LK Today at the end of the week. It aired at 8:40 am. The programme was 
broadcast for 45 minutes, and included interviews with actors/actresses from upcoming 
movies and music performances. Presented by Ben Shephard and Jenni 

Falconer originally, as Ben started to present more during the week for GMTV, Michael 
Underwood was also introduced as a presenter. In 2008 the show was replaced by The 
Richard Arnold Show in July, which aired for six weeks. After the show's run, 
Entertainment Today didn't return, and instead the main GMTV Today show was 
extended to 9:25 am every Friday. 


The Richard Arnold Show edit] 


The Richard Arnold Show first aired in the summer of 2007, as a replacement 

for Entertainment Today whilst it took a six-week break. It aired in the same slot 

as Entertainment Today; Fridays at 8:40 am. The programme was broadcast for 45 
minutes, and included TV related guests and entertainment features. The show returned 
again in the summer of 2008, due to the popularity, for another six-week series. GMTV's 
TV critic Richard Arnold was at the helm. The following week, GMTV Today extended its 
on-air time to 9:25 am, as it was decided that Entertainment Today would not return. 


Children's programmes[edit] 


Toonattik(edit] 
Main article: Toonattik 


Toonatik was the flagship children's strand of GMTV (known as CITV at weekends). 
It began on 5 February 2005 and was presented by Jamie Rickers and Anna 
Williamson. The strand aired on Saturdays and Sundays from 7:25 am until GMTV's 
closedown at 9:25 am. The original slot featured games, competitions and studio 
guests combined with the American imported cartoons. However, on 6 March 2010 it 
was reported that Toonattik and Action Stations! presenters Jamie and Anna would 


be made redundant,”® as part of ITV plc's buyout of Disney's 25% share in GMTV. So 
on Sunday 9 May 2010, Jamie and Anna departed and from the following weekend, 
the slot relaunched with out-of-vision presentation. From that point Toonattik also 
featured British cartoons. 


As of 12 March 2006, GMTV simulcasted Toonattik on the CITV channel during their 
allocated broadcast time, allowing younger Sky Digital, Virgin 

Media and Freeview viewers to access the show through the children's section of 
the EPG for the first time. Also, for the first time on the EPG it gave details for the 
programmes broadcast in the Toonattik time slot. 


Action Stations !{edit] 
Main article: Toonattik § Action Stations! 


Action Stations! was the flagship children's strand of the British breakfast 
television station, GMTV2 (branded as part of CITV). The slot aired between 
06.00am and 08.40am on the CITV channel. 


It began broadcasting on 13 March 2006 and was simulcast on both the CITV 
channel and ITV2; however, it moved to ITV4 on 17 March 2008, meaning that 
ITV2 could broadcast 24 hours a day. From June 7, 2010, ITV4 ceased 
simulcasting, meaning that from early June 2010, GMTV2 could only been seen 
on the CITV channel, again allowing ITV4 to broadcast 24 hours a day.24 


Originally, Action Stations featured the voices of Toonattik presenters Jamie 
Rickers and Anna Williamson in the form of robots with pre-recorded links in 
between cartoons, and was later voiced by Mike Rance as a spaceship captain. 
Between September 2009 and May 2010, the slot had the presenters presenting 
links from the Action Station's 'space base’. 


Action Stations featured characters Commander Action (David Kangas), 
Boogaloo (Serial #80064100) (Simon Fielding), Gribulous Bertnarg "Bert" 
Pimplewicks (Mike Rance) and Princess Akira, the ship's mechanic (Anna 
Singleton). These characters travelled the galaxy transmitting cartoons 'free to 
air' to the children of earth whilst trying to keep them from the clutches of the 
evil Dr Poopanski (James Hunt) who wanted to keep the cartoons for himself. 


Diggit/Digging’ It{edit] 


Diggit/Diggin' It was one of GMTV's weekend children's programmes, which 
began on 14 March 1998 and replaced Wake Up in the Wild Room. It also 
replaced Disney Club on Sunday mornings. It was broadcast from 7:10am to 
9:25am on Saturdays and 8:00am to 9:25am on Sundays. Additional editions on 
bank holidays and summer holidays were shown under the name Diggit Extra. 


Initially the show was presented by Paul Ballard (known on screen as Des) 

and Fearne Cotton. On Des' weekends off, the show was often co-presented 

by Reggie Yates. In September 1998, they launched a search for a new 
presenter (similar to the one that discovered Fearne a few years earlier). Viewers 
had the chance to vote for a winner in December 1998; the winner was Jack 
Stratton. Jack co-presented with Des and Fearne on both shows for a time, 
before becoming a solo presenter of pre-recorded inserts on the Sunday show. 
He was asked to leave the show due to end of contract, and in 2000 Fearne also 
left to concentrate on her other CITV series, the reins being handed over 

to Laura Jaye and Victoria Hickson. Des left the show in 2002 and GMTV 
relaunched the show as Diggin’ Itin January 2003, including a giant puppet 


named "It". Laura and Victoria also left and were replaced with Liam 
Dolan (previously a presenter on CBBC) and Abbie Pethullis, with voiceovers 
from Phil Gallagher. 


From 2003 for the first time, Diggin’ /t were allowed to have its presenters 
discussing the weekend's line-up on C/7V every Friday afternoon. Liam Dylan 
was seen sending a Happy Birthday message to C/7V on 3 January 2003 on 
behalf of the Diggin'it team. The show was dropped on 30 January 2005 to make 
way for the merger of Diggin’ It and Up on The Roof into Toonattik. 


Saturday Disneyledit] 


Saturday Disney was GMTV's first children's programme, broadcast from 2 
January 1993 to 30 March 1996 on Saturday mornings. Initially presented 

by Stuart Miles and Pippa Ford-jones, with other presenters including Tara Lynne 
O'Neill, was a mixture of Disney cartoons old and new, celebrity guests, games 
and features. The set featured a wonky house, an 'outside' area (which was in 
fact still the studio), a jail cell, and an area known as 'The splatter dome’. The 
entire set was deliberately cartoon-like in appearance. 


After around 5 months into the series, Pippa was suddenly dropped from the 
show. The reasons surrounding her departure are not clear. At first Stuart told 
the audience that "Pippa isn't here this week" and introduced Carmen Ejogo as a 
stand-in. Pippa never returned and was soon removed from the opening title 
sequence. However, some pre-recorded location items featuring Pippa were 
shown over the weeks after her departure. Carmen remained as the female 
presenter on a permanent basis, and after the departure of Stuart, become the 
sole presenter until the show's later demise. 


Disney cartoons were the main staple, of which the show was built around. 
GMTV came under criticism for extending the show's running time in early 1993. 
After just 3 months in April 1993, GMTV replaced Teen Win Lose Or Draw which 
ran from 8.50 - 9.25am with a newly imported cartoon Darkwing Duck which ran 
under the Saturday Disney strand. It was said that GMTV were putting ratings 
and advertising revenues before educational values. In May 1995 the series was 
reduced to finish at 08.50 to allow Mighty Morphin Power Rangers to be shown. 


Wake Up in the Wild Room{edit] 


Wake Up in the Wild Room was a children's programme broadcast from 13 
April 1996 to 7 March 1998 on Saturday mornings. Produced in partnership with 
Disney, it was presented by Dave Benson Phillips. The grand finale at the end of 
the show had a game where contests had to pick a number from the Big House 
(e.g. number 5 was a window, number 9 was a roof) but would have to watch out 
for traps which could result with a pie being thrown in their face by resident pie 
thrower Gary The Ghost, who wore white ghost makeup and a milkman's 
uniform. Gary also pied various celebrity interview guests, most notably Donna 
Air, who had uttered a word which had been deemed taboo for that episode's 
duration. 


The Disney Club{edit] 


The Disney Club started on 3 September 1989 and was produced by Scottish 
Television, and went out on Sundays at 9:25 am. The programme mainly 
broadcast from September - April, taking a spring and summer break. 


Original presenters 1989 - 1994: 


e Andrea Boardman 


e john Eccleston 
e Richard Orford 
e Paul Hendy 


In January 1993, the series was moved to also broadcast on GMTV and 
overlapped past 9:25 am cut off time. It continued to be produced by Scottish 
Television, which was one of the owners of GMTV at the time. By September 
1993 the series had moved back to 9:25 am, with Jenny Powell replacing Andrea 
Boardman. A new programme called Disney Adventures with Andrea Boardman 
filled the time slot instead. When the series returned on the 4 September 1994, 
the series had once again moved back to broadcast during GMTV overlapped the 
9:25 am cut off time, by starting at 8 am. Philippa Forrester and Craig 

Doyle joined the team. 


The last series from September 1997 became two separate Disney blocks, but 
presented by the same people, with a name change taking place on 25 
September. The series finished on 26 April 1998,22 replaced by Diggit. 


Presenters 1995 - 1998: 


e Paul 'Des' Ballard 

e Fearne Cotton 

e Reggie "Robbie" Yates 
e Emma "Roo" Kent 

e Wendy Glenn 

e Craig Doyle 

e Philippa Forrester 

e Sam and Matt Kennard 
e Jocelyn Barker 

e Yvette Fielding 


Up on the Rooffedit] 


Up on the Roof was one of GMTV's children's slots, presented by Jamie Rickers, 
broadcast from 2002 to February 2005 on Saturday mornings. It was regularly 
broadcast on Sundays only from around 8:15 am straight after Diggit/Diggin' 

It until 9:25 am when GMTV handed over to CITV. The cartoon series that were 
shown were mainly those that featured such action animated programmes 

as He-Man, Spider-Man and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. Up on The Roof came 
to an end on Sunday 30 January 2005 and was replaced by Toonattik from 5 
February, broadcast on both Saturdays and Sundays. 


Parkin's In{edit] 


Parkin's In was a children's programme presented by Simon Parkin. The series 
only appeared during school holidays including half term, usually from 8:35 am 
to 9:25 am. It was filled with cartoons, guests and Mr Motivator. During the early 
years additional programmes were produced for Scotland only, due to different 
holidays. The series ended by 1996. 


Programmes[edit] 


e = Maxie's World (1993-1995) 

e Jem (1993 - November 1, 1994) 

e Captain Planet and the Planeteers 
e VR Troopers 

e The Legend of Zelda 

e The Super Mario Bros. Super Show! 
e Mighty Morphin' Power Rangers 


Pre-school programmes([edit] 
Rise and Shine{edit] 


Rise and Shine was GMTV's very first Saturday morning children's series, 
starting on 2 January 1993. It was presented by Kate Weston and Paul 

Zerdin along with Paul's puppet character Sam. The series was aimed at younger 
kids and was broadcast between 4-8. It featured cartoons and programmes such 
as Count Duckula, Rosie and Jim and Muppet Babies. In 1995 the series was 
axed. 


The Fluffy Club{edit] 


The Fluffy Club was GMTV's pre-school programming slot which aired every 
Monday-Friday on the CITV channel between 8:40 am and 9:25 am as part 

of GMTV2 and every Saturday and Sunday morning from 6:00 am to 7:25 am on 
ITV. It was presented by Emma Lee (who replaced original presenter Mandisa 
Taylor in March 2010) and puppet fluffy duckling ‘Tiny Little Fluff’ (who is seen in 
the show's logo). The slot launched in September 2008 replacing Wakey 

Wakey! and featured a combination of both home-grown and American imported 
programmes. 


Our Housefedit] 


Our House is a children's programme from 1997, created by Scottish Television. 
The series was about Granny Banana and her grandkids Lizzie and Jack. The 
series was also broadcast outwith GMTV, on Scottish and Grampian Television 
albeit in Gaelic, and was renamed "Granny Bananay". 


Wakey! Wakey!{edit] 


Wakey! Wakey! was GMTV's pre-school slot which ran every weekend morning 
on CITV, GMTV, and GMTV2 from 6:00 am to 7:25 am. It was originally presented 
by Kerry Newell (of Fun Song Factory fame) and was later replaced by 

former CBeebies presenter Sue Monroe from 2006. Before Wakey! Wakey!, 
Toonattik ran the pre-school slot for the first half of 2005 with pre-recorded 
voiceovers with Jamie and Anna taking over from 07.25am. In January 2009, the 
show was relaunched as The Fluffy Club. 


Other programmes[edit] 


A number of other programmers were broadcast on GMTV including Barney & 
Friends, Bug Alert, Bananas in Pyjamas, Fun Song Factory and Jellikins 
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List of GMTV presenters and reporters shows the on air team for the various shows 
broadcast by GMTV on ITV between 1 January 1993 and 5 September 2010. At this 
point GMTV was replaced by ITV Breakfast and Daybreak was launched, with new shows 
and presenters. 


Presenters[edit] 
Programme presenters[edit] 
| 


News presenter for BBC News 
Channel And ITV News Lookaround#! 


Fiona 


GMTV presenter 
Armstrong 


Hosted Ready Steady Cook (1994- 
Top of the Morning presenter 2000), This Morning (1999-2009) & 
Fern Britton Meets (2009-present) 


Michael 
Wilson 


Rane GMTV, GMTV Today and GMTV 
Davies Newshour presenter and Presenter for East Midlands Today 
EER newsreader 


GMTV presenter; Business analyst 


GMTV, Top of the 
Morning and GMTV 
Today presenter 


Amanda 
Redington 


Eamonn GMTV and GMTV Today presenter | Presenter for Sunrise and This | 


Entertainment 
correspondent, GMTV, LK 
Today and GMTV. 

Today presenter; 

GMTV with Lorraine?! guest 
presenter 


Morning 


Daily Mirror columnist 


GMTV, GMTV Today newsreader 
and GMTV Newshour presenter 


BBC London Breakfast Show 
Presenter & Newspaper Reviewer on 
BBC News Channel 


Lorraine 


Kelly 


GMTV with 
Lorraine and GMTV presenter 


GMTV Presenter, newsreader and 
reporter. 


GMTV presenter 


Presenter for Daybreak (2012-2014) 
and Lorraine (2010-present) 


Appeared on Dancing on Ice, The 
Jump, Celebrity Big Brother 


GMTV Newshour presenter 


Special Correspondent and 
presenter for Daybreak (2010-2014) 
Stand in Presenter for Good Morning 
Britain (2014-2015) 


Top of the Morning presenter 


Columnist for Daily. 
Express and Reveal; presenter for 
BBC London 94.9 and BBC Radio 2"! 


Matthew 


Lorenzo 


GMTV Newshour presenter 


The Sunday 
Programme presenter 


Presenter for Sky Sports 


Co-newscaster of /TV News at 6:30 


Jenni Entertainment Today presenter Radio presenter on Heart, Guest 
Falconer and entertainment correspondent | host & Reporter for This Morning 


Presenter for Daybreak (2010- 
Kate 2014), Good Morning Britain (2014- 
Garraway GMTV, GMTV Today presenter present) and Lorraine (2010-2014) 
& Presenter on Smooth Radio 


Ben Entertainment Today GUV ee a aA Good 
a Hpping Point 
shephard Today, GMTV’presenter Morning Britain (2014-present) 


Bob Wilson GMTV Today, GMTV presenter SA ei Ue SUT) Lue No 
Foundation 


Chief political commentator for The 
Independent and columnist 
for London Evening Standard 


Steve The Sunday 
Richards Programme presenter 


Radio presenter on Heart 
Wiltshire & Computer Game 
Reviewer for Talksport 


Michael Entertainment Today presenter 
Underwood and entertainment correspondent 


GMTV presenter Presenter for 5 News” 


Newsreaders[edit] 


Jacqui 
Harper 

Jo 1994- The Sunday 

Sheldon |1996 Programme newsread 


The Sunday 
Programme newsread 


The Sunday 
Sermbezi Programme newsread 


er 


GMTV 
Newshour newsreader 


Presenter 
for Daybreak and Lorraine 


Guest host for Lorraine Live in 
1999 and 2000 


Guest host for LK Today in 2007 
and 2008 


News Correspondent for South 
East Today 


GMTV and GMTV 
Newshour newsreader 


Stand-in 
presenter; 
former Showbiz 
and US 
correspondent 
(1997-2002) 


Daybreak and Lorraine stand-in 
newsreader/presenter (2010- 
2014), Reporter for the One 
Show (2014-present) 


GMTV 
Newshour stand-in 
newsreader 


Edward 
Baran 


Weather presenters[edit] 


Sally Meen ES 

ae leey 

ers pees Meteorologist for the Met Office at BBC Wales 
Brockway 1997 

Andrea 1997- 
McLean 2008 
Simon 1998- 
Keeling 2003 

lan McCaskill po 

care Nasir 2000- Weather Freelance weather presenter for ITV News 
a A 2010 producer London and 5 News 


Stand-in 


presenter Presenter of Loose Women 


Kirsty 2009- : 
McCabe 2010 Weather presenter for Reporting Scotland 


Sport presenters[edit] 


en 1993 Presenter of "Late Kick Off" 


Bob Wilson }1994-August 2000 Presenter of GMTV 
Sport 


presenter 
Peter Drury TRE 20001 ITV Sport football commentator 
Dan Lobb Guest Presenter for Talksport (2013- 


present) 


Children's presenters[edit] 


Pippa Ford- 
Jones 


i 1993- 


Presenter of Saturday Disney 


Presenter of Saturday Disney 


Presenter of the Breakfast Show 
on Heart Home Counties 


Carmen 1993- 
Ejogo 1996 


Presenter of Saturday Disney 


Dave Benson | 1996- 
Phillips 1998 


1998- 
Jack Stratton 2000 
1998- 
2001 


Fearne 
Cotton 


Presenter of Wake Up In The Wild 
Room 


Presenter of Diggit 


Presenter of The Disney 
Club and Diggit 


Presenter of Fun Song Factory 


Presenter on BBC Radio 1 and 


panelist on Celebrity Juice 


1998- 
Paul Ballard 2002 


Presenter of Diggit 


Presenter of Sportsround 


Victoria 
Hickson 


2001- 

2002 

Laura Jaye Ae 
y 2002 


Presenter of Diggit 


Presenter of Diggit 


Liam Dolan Presenter of Diggin’ It TST CU E 

2005 ane Nation (Challenge Jackpot) 
Abbie 2002- eee 
Pethullis 2005 Presenter of Diggin’ It 
Jamie Rickers 2002- Presenter of Up on the Presenter of Jamie & Anna's U- 

2010 Roof, Toonattik and Action Stations! | Pick Summer on Nickelodeon 
2003- eee Appears as lead character 
2005 Treeni o ey A in Mister Maker 


Anna 2005- Presenter of Toonattik and Action Presenter of Jamie & Anna's U- 
Williamson 2010 Stations! Pick Summer on Nickelodeon 


Sue Monroe A Presenter of Wakey! Wakey! Author 
2009- 

tne Flurry ClUD 
st es an 


Presenter of The Fluffy Club (Maternity 
2010 : 
leave cover for Mandisa Nakana Taylor) 


Guest presenters[edit] 


Esther 1999 GMTV'presenter (Fiona Conservative Party MP 
McVey Phillips maternity cover) 


Myleene 2007; High Street Fashion 
Klass 2008; Awards judge LK Today; GMTV. 
ae 2010 with Lorraine guest presenter 


Presenter on Loose Women (2014- 
present) 


Michael 
Fish 


Weather presenter (Clare 
Nasir maternity cover) 


Bill Neely 


Weather presenter (Clare 
Nasir maternity cover) 


GMTV Election 2010 presenter 


Freelance news presenter and 
reporter for Sky News 


International editor for /TV News 


Nightingale 


Julie 
Etchingham 


GMTV Election 2010 presenter 


GMTV Election 2010 presenter 


GMTV Election 2010 presenter 


Europe Editor and newscaster 
for ITV News 


Co-newscaster of /TV News at 6:30 


Co-newscaster of /TV News at Ten 


Nina 
Hossain 


GMTV with Lorraine guest 
presenter 


Presenter for /TV News 
London and newscaster for /TV 
News 


Ruth 
Langsford 


GMTV with Lorraine guest 
presenter 


Presenter for This Morning 


GMTV with Lorraine guest 
presenter2 


Radio presenter 
on Heart and Heart London 


Kirsty 
Gallacher 


GMTV with Lorraine guest 
presenter2 


GMTV cover newsreader 


Presenter for Sky Sports News 


Presenter for /TV News Cymru 
Wales and newscaster for ITV 
News 


Gail Porter 


2010 


Guest TV critic and entertainment 
reporter 


Lucie Cave 


2009-2010 


Guest TV critic 


Features editor of Heat 


Guest TV critics 


CBBC presenters, 


Guest TV critic 


Singer 


Kelly Cates Guest sports presenter ESPN and ITV Sport presenter 

Be Daybreak Presenter & Reporter 
Grainne. !2010 Set este Ot Sooo acu) precentec on mets 
Seoige critic cover 


Britain (2011) 


Correspondents and reporters[edit] 


WA í South West Sky Sports Correspondent and 
a E EE Correspondent BBC Midlands Today Presenter 
Michael Political 
Hastings EE Correspondent 

Presenter on Loose Women 
Carol 1993 Technology (2011-2014), Countdown (1982- 
Vorderman Correspondent 2008) & Pride of Britain Awards 


(1999-present) 


Rhonda 1993- Hollywood 
Shear 1997 Correspondent 
Sue Saville Chief Medical Correspondent on ITV_ 


Correspondent 


News 


Stephen 
Jardine 


News 
Correspondent 


Presenter of The Hour (STV) 


Lucy Van 
Der Brul 


News 
Correspondent 


News 
Correspondent 


Entertainment 
Correspondent 


Christian minister and 
educationalist™ 


presenter 


Los Angeles Correspondent 
for Daybreak and Lorraine 


Westminster 
Correspondent 


Former Moscow 
Correspondent 


Political Editor for Daybreak 


Sally Eden 


Helen 


Fospero 


Anna 
Thomas 


1997-2002 


1998 


Health and 


Medical advisor 


News 
Correspondent 


Showbiz & US 
Correspondent 


News 
Correspondent 


Appeared on TV- 
am 


Health Editor for Daybreak 


Presenter of World News Report 


Showbiz 
Correspondent 
(1997-2000) 

US Correspondent 
(2000-2002) 


Reporter for the One Show & BBC 
Watchdog (2014-present) 


Stephen Lee 


News 
Correspondent 


Newsreader 


Chief Producer, SBS World 
News Australia 


Rachel 
Harrison 


1998- 
2008 


News 
Correspondent 


Midlands 
Correspondent 


Former US 
correspondent 


QVC presenter 


1999-2000 


New York, 
Specials 
Correspondent 


Presenter ITV West, Newsreader 
Arise News 


1999- 
2005 


Showbiz 
Correspondent 


BBC Radio Scotland presenter 


Lara Logan 


News 
Correspondent 


Los Angeles 
Correspondent 


News 
Correspondent 


researcher and 
runner 


Stand-in 
presenter 


News Correspondent 
for Daybreak 


Chief foreign correspondent, CBS 
News?) 


Richard 
Gaisford 


Chief 
Correspondent 


Former News 
Correspondent 


Chief Correspondent 
for Daybreak 


Senior 
Correspondent 


Former News 
Correspondent 


Senior News Correspondent 
for Daybreak 


mma- 
Louise 


Johnston 


2002- 
2007 


News 
Correspondent 


Matt Arnold 


2003- 
2010 


News 
Correspondent 


Cordelia 
Kretzschmar 


Michelle 
Morrison 


2003- 
2010 
2003- 
2010 


News 
Correspondent 


News 
Correspondent 


newsreader; 
former New York 
correspondent 


Senior News Correspondent 
for Daybreak 


News Correspondent 
for Daybreak 


Gloria De 
Piero 


2003- 
2010 


Political 
Correspondent 


MP for the Labour Party!102) 


i P 2004- 
Oruj Defoite 2010 


News 


Correspondent | newsreader 


Alan Fisher |1993-2005 
2005 


Janet Street- 


Porter 


Chief 
Correspondent 


Reporter for LK 
Today 


Al Jazeera English 


Loose Women panelist 


Spencer 
Hawken 


2005- 
2007 


Consumer 
Correspondent 


Actor and freelance journalist 


2005- 
2008 


Correspondent 


Nick Dixon 


2005- 
2010 


Stand-in 
newsreader 


News 
Correspondent 


News Correspondent 
for Daybreak 


Sarah Moore 


2006- 
2010 


News 
Correspondent 


Julian 
Druker 


Amanda 
Sergeant 


2007- 
2008 
2007- 
2008 


News 
Correspondent 


News 
Correspondent 


News Correspondent for 5 News 


Stand-in 
newsreader 


Elaine 
Willcox 


Marcella 
Whittingdal 
e 


Miranda 
Schunke 


2007- 
2010 
2007- 
2010 
2007- 
2010 


North of 
England 
Correspondent 


News 
Correspondent 


News 
Correspondent 


News Correspondent for Granada 
Reports 


Stand-in 
newsreader 


Edward News 

Baran 2008 Correspondent 

Richard 2009 Ne Freelance journalist 
Mackney Correspondent 


Loveday 
Kitto 


Emma Pyne 


Aisling 
McVeigh 


2009- 
2010 
2009- 
2010 


2009- 
2010 


News 
Correspondent 


News 
Correspondent 


News 
Correspondent 


Freelance journalist 


Freelance journalist 


Journalist with BBC Breakfast 


Experts[edit] 


; 1995- 
Liz Earle 1999 
1998- 
Kate Shapland 1999 


Beauty and Wellbeing 
expert 


pt 


Liz Earle's Lifestyle host 


Claire Rae 2010 
: 2005- 
Richard Ward 2010 


ten artist 
p stylist 


Lowri Turner |1993 po 


The Wright Stuff panellist and columnist for 
the Western Mail 


Glen : 
Campbell 1999 Stylist 


Caryn Franklin | 2002 sves 


Mark Heyes a po Stylist on Lorraine?! 


Amanda Ursell | 2009 = 


Mr Motivator 


1993- 
1996; 
2009 


Fitness expert 


Entrepreneur 


Jo Elvin 


2007; 
2008 


High Street Fashion 
Awards judge LK 


Today 


1995- . 
1996 Therapist 


Beechy 


Colclough 


L 2005 Shopping expert Author, journalist and financial expert 


Martin Lewis 2009- Financial expert Financial expert 
2010 E on Daybreak and Lorraine” 


1993 m Uncle 
John Taylor 1993 lane 


eed e Presenter on BBC Radio 2 
a pee 
Se nae pre amin 
ES ae pre Presenter of The Wright Stuff 


Paul 
Gambaccini 


eee 


Showbiz Editor on Daybreak, UK 
TV critic Entertainment correspondent on Sunrise, 
presenter on LBC 97.315! 


Richard 2000- 
Arnold 2010 


Tina Baker A Soaps expert 
E, Po R NETESE 
= 

Ed Baines 2010 Chef Chef on Lorraine 
ws 2010 e 

Harriott 

Jade Jones 2010 oe 

RR 2010 e~ 

Paul Merrett |2010 oe 

i 2010 e~ Chef on Lorraine 
Theo Randall |2010 oe 

Paul Rankin 2010 oe 


TET 2010 e~ 


James Tanner |2010 Chef Chef on Lorraine 


Marcus 
Wareing 


2010 


e~ 


2010 


~- 


Aldo Zilli 


2010 


oe 


Victoria 
Derbyshire 


2010 


Newspaper reviewer 


Newspaper reviewer on Lorraine 


Mark Durden- 
Smith 


2010 
2010 
2010 


Jasmine 


Dotiwala 


Alexandra 
Fletcher 


Newspaper reviewer 


Newspaper reviewer 


Newspaper reviewer 


Rugby presenter on ESPN 


Julia Hartley- 


Brewer 


2010 


Newspaper reviewer 


Jacqui Joseph 


2010 


Newspaper reviewer 


Kevin Maguire |2010 
2010 


Newspaper reviewer 


Newspaper reviewer 


Newspaper reviewer on Lorraine 


Newspaper reviewer on Lorraine 


Melinda 


2010 
Messenger 


Newspaper reviewer 


Aasmah Mir 2010 Newspaper reviewer 


Newspaper reviewer on Lorraine 


Kevin 
O'Sullivan 


2010 Newspaper reviewer 


Newspaper reviewer on Lorraine, TV critic 
on The Wright Stuff 


Dean Piper 


2010 Newspaper reviewer 


Newspaper reviewer on Lorraine 


Dawn Porter 2010 Newspaper reviewer 


Celia Walden | 2010 Newspaper reviewer |Newspaper reviewer on Lorraine 
Dan Wootton | 2010 Newspaper reviewer | Showbiz expert on Lorraine 
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For the former ITV Breakfast programme of the same name, see Daybreak (1983 TV 


programme) 


Daybreak 


Daybreak final logo used from September 2012 


Created by 


Presented by 


Country of origin 


Original language 
(s) 


Production 


location(s) 


ITV Breakfast 


Adrian Chiles 
Christine Bleakley 
Kate Garraway 
Matt Barbet 
Ranvir Singh 
Lorraine Kelly 
Aled Jones 


(See full list) 


United Kingdom 


English 


Production 


The London Studios 


Running time 150 minutes 


(includes adverts) 


Production comp ITV Breakfast Limited - part of (ITV 
any(s) Studios) 


Release 


Original network ITV (ITV Breakfast) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


Original release 6 September 2010 - 


25 April 2014 
Chronology 
Preceded by GMTV (1993-2010) 
Followed by Good Morning Britain (2014- 
present) 
Related shows Lorraine (2010-present) 


External links 


Website 


Daybreak is a British morning television programme which was broadcast on ITV from 
6 September 2010 to 25 April 2014." Daybreak replaced GMTV, which aired its last 
weekday edition on 3 September 2010. Daybreak launched three days later.” 


In March 2014, ITV announced that the show would end later in 2014 to be replaced by 
the launch of Good Morning Britain. The original Good Morning Britain programme, was 
the UK's first commercial weekday breakfast television programme broadcast by the 
then Channel 3 breakfast franchisee TV-am.®! Good Morning Britain made its relaunch 
on 28 April 2014.42 


History[edit] 


Daybreak 


Daybreak logo (January-September 2012) 


The decision to replace GMTV with Daybreak followed the full takeover of GMTV by ITV. 
51 Daybreak and Lorraine made up the weekday output of ITV Breakfast. At weekends, 
children's programming filled this slot. An advertising campaign, promoting the new 
show, started on 23 August, with short break-bumpers in between the start and end of 
an advertisement break, broadcast during the evening schedule of ITV. 


Pre-launch[edit] 


An advertising campaign, promoting the new show, started on 23 August, with 

short break-bumpers in between the start and end of an advertisement break, 
broadcast during the evening schedule of ITV1. Adverts featuring presenters Adrian 
Chiles and Christine Bleakley were broadcast throughout the day from 31 August 2010. 
& Chiles and Bleakley presented The One Show on BBC One together for nearly three 
years” before leaving in 2010 to join ITV. 


First edition[edit] 


The first edition of Daybreak was broadcast on 6 September 2010 with ex-hosts Chiles 
and Bleakley introducing viewers to the new set and admiring the view from the 
window. It included an interview with Tony Blair?” and a lead story by John Stapleton on 
the collapse of the Farepak Christmas savings club in 2006.“4 Views of regional 
locations around the United Kingdom were broadcast as well as a tour of the studio. The 
press offered a mixed reception to the first show.” 


Transition from ITV Breakfast to ITV Studios[edit] 


In March 2011, ITV announced that it was incorporating Daybreak into its ITV. 

News operation as part of a management restructure.“ In July 2011 it was announced 
that production of the show, along with that of sister programme, Lorraine would be 
taken over by ITV Studios." As the show approached its first anniversary on air, it was 
announced that its editor, lan Rumsey had resigned.22! 


In August 2011, This Morning executive Karl Newton was being charged with the 
transition to ITV Studios and is revamping the show to give it "one last throw of the 
dice" to boost its ratings.22 On 2 September 2011, ITV announced that former BBC 
Breakfast chief, David Kermode, currently editor of 5 News is to take over as editor of 
the programme from 1 December 2011, heralding a major revamp to the presenting 
team and the format.22221 On 6 September 2011, the show celebrated its first 
anniversary on air. On 8 December 2011, Paul Connolly the deputy editor 

of Daybreak“ had departed from the programme.22 


Relaunch[edit] 


On 12 December 2011, it was reported that Daybreak will target 'hassled mums' as part 
of its refreshed focus,24 format changes and a new presenting team were expected to 
be introduced in April 2012; however these plans have been delayed. On 26 April 


2012, it was reported that ITV was to move Daybreak to the studio currently used by 
sister programme Lorraine.’ 


On 19 November 2011, it was reported that original presenters Adrian 

Chiles and Christine Bleakley had been axed.2# Chiles confirmed that they were to 
depart from the programme in the New Year, however they left the show on Monday 5 
December 2011 stating that "we were assured we could go with our dignity intact." 
271 Dan Lobb and Kate Garraway took over on an interim basis until new presenters were 
announced.22! On 8 December 2011, ITV chief executive Adam Crozier defended the 
decision of hiring Chiles and Bleakley, saying it was necessary to "take a risk".22 


On 4 May 2012, Aled Jones and Lorraine Kelly were confirmed by ITV as the new 
permanent presenters, Jones said "I am thoroughly looking forward to sharing the sofa 
every morning with such a consummate professional as Lorraine Kelly." 22221231341 


On 28 May 2012, Ranvir Singh announced she was leaving BBC North West Tonight to 
join Daybreak, where she will present the first hour of the programme.®= On 11 June 
2012, 5 News presenter Matt Barbet was confirmed as Singh's co-presenter.22 


On 28 August 2012, it was confirmed Singh would become the newsreader following the 
first hour of the programme and that BBC Weather presenter Laura Tobin was joining 
the programme.“24 Garraway would present Daybreak on Fridays and cover for full-time 
host Lorraine Kelly in a new two-year contract.2# 


On 28 August 2012, the new Daybreak logo was unveiled." The revamped format was 
launched on 3 September 2012, this was greeted with a mixed reaction from viewers on 
social media, with some newspapers reporting that viewers reacted negatively to the 
"old fashioned" garish set. However, some viewers liked the change and praised the 
step back to the original GMTV format which the core audience had asked to return. The 
Sun Newspaper columnist Ally Ross said that the show was ‘just like GMTV, in all but 
name'.“244 Like the first edition of the show, the relaunched format led with a report on 
the state of school buildings.“2 Despite the changes to the ailing format, the first edition 
of the new look show drew only 600,000 viewers.“ Throughout September 2012, the 
programme averaged around 700,000 viewers, as viewers begun to warm to the 
original GMTV style format and new presenters. In October 2012, ratings continued to 
average at 700,000 viewers, occasionally peaking at 800,000 viewers.“ 


On 15 February 2014, Kelly announced she was to leave Daybreak later in the year. She 
had signed a new contract to now present Lorraine each Monday to Friday. 


On 4 April 2014 (three weeks before the Daybreak finale), Barbet co-presented for the 
final time, which made him the fourth presenter to leave the show after Chiles, Bleakley 
and Lobb. On 10 April, Kelly presented her final Daybreak before her Easter break, to 
concentrate on her own programme Lorraine, as part of a new contract she was offered. 
On 25 April, Daybreak came to an end, hosted by Jones and Garraway. 


Presenters[edit] 
Main article: Daybreak presenters and reporters 


e A dark grey cell indicates the host did not appear that year 


Role Daybreak & The Daybreak NewsHour 


Main 
presenter 


Main 
presenter 


Showbiz 
correspondent 


Health Editor 


Chief 
Corresponden 
t 


Main 
presenter 


Main 
presenter 


Main 
presenter 


Presenter & 
newsreader 


2012 
(September 


December) 


2012 
(January - 
August) 


Kate Garraway 


John Stapleton 


Ross King 


Dr Hilary Jones 


Richard Gaisford 


Adrian Chiles Aled Jones 


Christine Bleakley Lorraine Kelly 


Dan Lobb Matt Barbet 


Tasmin Lucia-Khan Ranvir Singh 


Weather Lucy Verasamy Alex Beresford 


Entertainment Steve Hargrave Richard Arnold 


Format([edit] 


Daybreak was a news, lifestyle and entertainment magazine programme interspersed 
with celebrity interviews, consumer and health items and reports from locations around 
the UK. 


6 am - 7 am (The Daybreak Newshour)[edit] 


Matt Barbet and Ranvir Singh presented the 'Daybreak Newshour’. The presenters also 
talk to guests and review the front pages of the newspapers throughout the hour.“2 John 
Stapleton, Helen Fospero or Louisa James act as stand-in presenters for this section of 
the programme. 


7 am - 8:30 am (Daybreak) [edit] 


Aled Jones and Lorraine Kelly presented the main part of the show from 7 am until 
8:30 am. Focusing on human interest stories, showbiz gossip and lifestyle features. 
News, Sport and Weather updates were presented by Ranvir Singh, Laura Tobin along 
with a team of correspondents and experts." Kate Garraway, Matt Barbet or John 
Stapleton were stand-in presenters for this section of the programme, with Barbet 
occasionally presenting the whole show from 6 am until 8:30 am. Helen 

Fospero occasionally presented the show on a stand-in basis. 


News[edit] 


The news bulletins were presented by Ranvir Singh (or Helen Fospero or Louisa James if 
Singh was not present)! from the Daybreak Newsdesk at 7 am and 8 am with headlines 
at 7:30 am and again at 9 am on sister show Lorraine Reports are presented by 
members of the programme's news team. 


News review[edit] 


Some mornings, the main headlines on the front pages and articles from the inside of 
the morning newspapers are discussed with two guests on the programme. This was a 
regular feature between September 2012 and Summer 2013, but has recently become 
an occasional feature, although the front pages are always shown by Matt 

Barbet. Victoria Derbyshire, Kevin Maguire, Martel Maxwell and Michael Portillo are 
occasional newspaper reviewers, they often feature on sister show Lorraine to discuss 
the main newspaper headlines at 8:35 am.&4 


National weather[edit] 


The national Daybreak weather forecast by Laura Tobin was presented at around 

6:08 am, 6:25 am, 6:55 am, 7:25 am, 7:55 am and 8:25 am. In December 2010, the 
programme featured extensive coverage of the severe winter weather affecting much of 
the UK. Previously the forecast was presented outdoors via a terrace. A news ticker was 
introduced to provide updates on transport information during the blizzards that 


affected much of the country's transport infrastructure at the time. Sometimes the 
forecasts are shot from an outside location, such as Leeds Castle or Epsom Downs 
Racecourse. &1 


Entertainment[edit] 


Los Angeles correspondent Ross King presented all of the latest news from Hollywood. 
Showbiz editor Richard Arnold" presented the showbiz updates on Daybreak at 7:50 am 
weekdays. Items range from music News, celebrity gossip and interviews.) 


PoliticS[edit] 


Political editor Sue Jameson presented the politics news on Daybreak often as part of 
the news updates at the top of the hour. She also appeared on the Daybreak sofa and 
went live to Westminster or Downing Street for the Breaking News stories. 


Financialf{edit] 


Martin Lewis is a money saving expert who gave financial advice to viewers ranging 
from Gas, Electricity, Credit Cards, Insurance, Holidays, Savings, etc. He usually 
appeared on the show on Thursdays. 


Health[edit] 


Daybreak's health editor Dr Hilary Jones™ presented the health articles and gave 
viewers advice on medical problems such as weight issues, contraception, surgery and 
cancer. 


Reception[edit] 


Daybreak was nominated for a National Television Award in the "Magazine Programme 
of the Year" category for 2011," but failed to make the final shortlist.52 
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External links 


Website 


Lorraine is a breakfast programme on British television network ITV, presented 
by Lorraine Kelly. The programme is a continuation of Kelly's previous show, GMTV with 
Lorraine, which started in 1993. 


Format([edit] 


Each day the presenter gives an introduction into what's coming up on the show, before 
discussing the main stories from the morning's newspapers. Sometimes this is replaced 
by a showbiz update from Dan Wootton and a Los Angeles update from Ross King. The 
show's first guests tend to be interviewed next. Throughout the show more guests are 
interviewed as well as regulars such as Mark Heyes and Dr. Hilary Jones appear with 
fashion and health slots, respectively. The competition that runs on Good Morning 
Britain also appears throughout the show. 


According to Attitude, Lorraine has "provided a platform for LGBT people to share their 
stories" and it earned Kelly the "Honourary Gay Award" at the 2015 Attitude Awards. 
The magazine described Lorraine as "one of the campest things on telly". Kelly 
described the series as "quite gay every day". 


History[edit] 
2010[edit] 


On 6 September 2010, the first edition of the show aired. A preview 

on Daybreak revealed the new studio look as spacious and coloured in a variety of 
pastel hues and decorative motifs dominated by pink. The sofa for the presenter and 
guests was pink and arranged in a semicircle around a central internally lit coffee table 
similar to that used for Daybreak. Lorraine's first guest was actress Gemma Arterton. 
The first programme also featured an interview with Sky News reporter Sarah 

Parish! and a recipe by TV chef James Tanner while Celia Walden" and Kevin 
Maguire"! reviewed the morning's newspapers. 


On 9 December 2010, the show was presented live from the set of Coronation 
Street in Manchester to celebrate the show's 50th anniversary. 


From 27 to 31 December 2010, the show was pre-recorded, with Kelly presenting links 
to items from previous transmissions. 


2011 [edit] 


On 29 April 2011, the show was not broadcast because of the ITV coverage of 
the wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton. 


On 20 July 2011, the show was presented from the Daybreak studio due to technical 
problems with a commercial break inserted in place of the handover to allow for the 
changeover. 


From 9 September to 21 October 2011, the show was not broadcast on occasions, due 
to the ITV Sport produced coverage of the 2011 Rugby World Cup. 


On 8 September 2011, Kelly presented a pre-recorded special on the September 11 
attacks in New York City to mark the ten-year anniversary. 


From 26 to 30 December 2011, the show was not broadcast due to Christmas 
schedules. 


2012[edit] 
On 2 January 2012, the show did not air. 


On 5 June 2012, the show was not broadcast due to the ITV coverage of the Diamond 
Jubilee of Elizabeth Il. 


From 3 September 2012, the studio set was refreshed to reflect the warmer colour 
scheme of the new logo and graphics. The previously pink sofa was now orange, along 
with the orange coloured lighting with illuminated the previously frosted/pastel panels 
of the backdrop. 


From 24 to 28 December 2012, the show was not broadcast due to Christmas 
schedules. 


2013[edit] 


From 31 December 2012 to 4 January 2013, the show was not broadcast due to 
Christmas schedules. 


2014 [edit] 


From 28 April 2014, Kelly hosted the show from a new look studio and a refresh in 
graphics to coincide with the launch of Good Morning Britain. 


On 19 September 2014, there was no episode due to the Scottish Referendum. An 
extended Good Morning Britain show was broadcast until 10:00am. Lorraine was 
reporting from her home city of Dundee for the programme. 


On 20 October 2014, the show was briefly taken off air after a fire alarm forced its 
occupants to evacuate the studio on London's South Bank. Kelly was about to interview 
eliminated X Factor contestant Stephanie Nala from Luminites when they were 
interrupted by the alarm at 9:10am. A spokeswoman for Lorraine said: "An alarm was 
raised within ITV this morning and the area was immediately evacuated. Once it had 
been investigated and deemed safe, people were able to re-enter the building." Lorraine 
Kelly wrote to fans on Twitter: "So sorry. We had to evacuate the building. First time in 
30 years!" The show didn't make it back onto the air and the last 15 minutes was 
replaced by an episode of The National Trust and then followed by The Jeremy Kyle 
Show as normal. rus 


On 1 December 2014, the Lorraine studio was used for Phillip Schofield's 24 Hour TV 
Marathon for Text Santa. The main furniture was removed and replaced with a red sofa 
in the far corner, where the table and chairs would normally be. 


2015[edit] 


On 8 May 2015, there was no episode due to the 2015 General Election results. An 
extended Good Morning Britain programme was broadcast until 9:25am. Kelly was a 
reporter from Glasgow for the programme. 


On 14 May 2015, the show was presented from the Good Morning Britain studio instead 
of the main studio due to industrial action by staff at ITV 


On 4 August 2015, the show was delayed and shortened due to a fire alarm being set 
off at The London Studios. Good Morning Britain was forced to end early and the start 
of Lorraine was replaced with highlights of Kelly's 30 years in breakfast television. 


On 1 September 2015, Kelly returned after her summer break with a new look to the 
programme which included a new logo, title sequence, updated graphics, a new theme 
tune and an upgraded set. 


From 28 September to 2 October 2015, the show had a live studio audience for the 
duration of each programme. These special programmes were entitled Audience with 
Lorraine. 


2016[edit] 


In February 2016, Lorraine's Top Tales was launched - a competition to find new 
children's author with Nadiya Hussain and Tom Fletcher as judges. 


On 22 March 2016, following the Brussels Terror Attacks, Good Morning Britain brought 
extensive coverage. Lorraine was delayed, an interview took place, but the rest of the 
programme and subsequent programming was cancelled with GMB taking over until 
10:30am. 


On 3 May 2016, they broadcast a special programme with lots of fashion interest as 
they launched their 2016 High Street Fashion Awards. 


On 24 June 2016, the show was not broadcast as a result of Good Morning Britain's 
extended coverage of the result of the EU Referendum. Kelly featured in the programme 
as a reporter in Scotland. 


On 19 August 2016, the show was broadcast from the Good Morning Britain studio due 
to technical problems in its original studio (Studio 3). 


On 5 September 2016, coinciding with the return of Kelly, the set had a few minor 
changes. The fashion, showbiz and performance area had a new larger screen installed, 
replacing the existing smaller ones. In the top right of the set, a 1970s-style light in the 
shape of the logo was introduced, and was also used in the opening and closing of the 
show. A few minor changes to the graphic were also introduced. 


On 9 November 2016, the show was not broadcast due to an extended Good Morning 
Britain which covered the result of the US General Election. Lorraine herself didn't 
feature in this programme. 


2017 [edit] 


On 23 May 2017, the show was cancelled due to the news of the Manchester Arena 
bombing. An extended Good Morning Britain programme was broadcast until 9:25am. 


On 5 June 2017, Lorraine was once again cancelled due to the news of the London 
Bridge attacks. An extended Good Morning Britain programme was broadcast until 
9:25am. 


On 9 June 2017, Lorraine was cancelled due to the 2017 General Election results. An 
extended Good Morning Britain programme was broadcast until 9:25am. 


On 14 June 2017, Lorraine was cancelled again due to the news of the Grenfell Tower 
fire. An extended Good Morning Britain programme was broadcast until 10:30am. 


From 21 August and 1 September 2017, the show was not broadcast between while she 
was on holiday. Good Morning Britain temporarily extended to 9:25am through their 
filler programme GMB Today. The set was given a refurbishment to coincide with her 
return. 


2018[edit] 


In April 2018, and along with the rest of ITV Breakfast, Lorraine began broadcasting 
from BBC Studioworks' Television Centre. The move was as a result of the proposed 
redevelopment of The London Studios”; however in October 2018, it was announced 
that ITV would not be returning to the South Bank.24 


2020[edit] 


On 12 November 2019, it was announced that from 6 January 2020, the show will be 
moved to a new time slot from 9:00am to 10:00am due to Good Morning 
Britain and This Morning having their time slots extended by 30 minutes. 


Presenters[edit] 
Main article: List of Lorraine presenters and reporters 


On the launch of the programme, it was announced that Lorraine Kelly would present 
the show Monday-Thursday during term time, with guest presenters appearing on 
Fridays and during school holidays. This format continued until September 2012. 
Notable presenters during this time included Kate Garraway, Fiona Phillips, Jackie 
Brambles, Carol Vorderman, and Michael Ball. 


In February 2012, Kelly was unable to present the show for 9 weeks following a horse- 
riding accident. During this time, Nadia Sawalha and Helen Fospero presented the show, 
alongside Phillips, Brambles and Myleene Klass. 


In June 2012, it was announced that sister show Daybreak was to relaunch, with Kelly as 
presenter four days a week. It was also announced she would continue to present her 
programme, with Garraway becoming deputy presenter, presenting on Fridays and 
during school holidays. 


Between September 2012 and April 2014, Kelly and Garraway presented the 
programme, with Fospero also presenting on occasion. 


Following the decision to replace Daybreak with Good Morning Britain in April 2014, 
Kelly began to present the show full time, with guest presenters during school holidays. 
Garraway retained her role as deputy presenter until the end of 2014. 


From 2015, Phillips returned to the programme as a regular relief presenter 

alongside Gaby Roslin - both presented the majority of school holidays until summer 
2016, with Lisa Snowdon, Jenni Falconer and Amanda Holden all presenting a week each 
during 2015/16. 


Kelly was absent from the programme for a period of 4 weeks during early 2017, during 
this time Helen Skelton, Fearne Cotton and Christine Lampard presented the show. 
Following her successful guest appearances, Lampard was made deputy presenter, 
covering the majority of school holidays and Kelly's absences. 


Lampard continued this role throughout the summer (with the exception of two weeks 
where the programme was off air, with the slot being occupied by GMB Today). 


In March 2018, Garraway returned to the show to cover for Kelly, who was ill. Kelly 
returned to the show the next day. 


In August 2018, Lampard left the show to go on maternity leave. During this 
time, Rochelle Humes and Carol Vorderman presented the show. 


Crossovers[edit] 


Daybreak(edit] 
See also: Daybreak 


On ITV's previous breakfast show, Daybreak, there was a preview of the day's edition 
of Lorraine on each day at around 07:30 with a chat between the programmes' hosts 


prior to a handover at 08:30. This preview was originally shown at 08:15 but was moved 
to an earlier slot in March 2011. On 30 November 2010, Daybreak co-presenter Adrian 
Chiles wore a kilt and made an on-screen visit to the Lorraine studio to 

congratulate Lorraine Kelly on her birthday and mark St Andrew's Day. On 20 July 

2011, Lorraine was presented from the Daybreak studio due to technical problems. 


Good Morning Britain{edit] 
See also: Good Morning Britain 


After Daybreak ended on 25 April 2014, its replacement Good Morning Britain began the 
following Monday (28 April 2014), as a result Lorraine now follows Good Morning Britain. 
Each day there is a preview of the Lorraine show on Good Morning Britain at 08:05 
(after the 8:00 news bulletin and before the regional opt out). 


Logo gallery[edit] 


The programme has had six different logos since it began airing in 2010. 


Lorraine logos gallery 


Lorraine 


The first logo which launched the same day as Daybreak. 


LOrnc 


The second logo introduced to coincide with the Daybreak relaunch. 


The circle logo introduced with new graphics. 


The logo was altered slightly to accommodate the launch of Good Morning Britain. 


° E3 
@orraine 
Current Logo Used (2015-) 
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This article shows the on air team members for the ITV 

Breakfast programme Lorraine which began broadcasting in the United Kingdom on 6 
September 2010. The main host is Lorraine Kelly, with guest presenters filling in during 
school holidays and when Kelly is absent (usually Christine Lampard). 


Lorraine Kelly is now contracted to present the programme Monday to Friday, however 
previously from 2010 to 2012 a guest presenter would host each Friday edition. Guest 
presenters often appeared during holiday periods. Kate Garraway was appointed Kelly's 
deputy in September 2012 and took over hosting of Friday shows and holiday cover. As 
of the launch of Good Morning Britain in 2014, Lorraine Kelly now hosts the Friday 
shows." 


There are no current newsreaders for Lorraine as a format change starting 1 September 
2014 means Lorraine no longer has a news update at 9:00am from Good Morning 
Britain. 


Current on-air team([edit] 
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ITV Breakfast Broadcasting Limited 


First air date 1 January 1993 
(as GMTV) 
6 September 2010 
(as Daybreak 
28 April 2014 


(as Good Morning Britain) 


Area National 


(Breakfast 6:00am - 9:25am) 


Regions Television Centre, 


London, England, United Kingdom 


Owner ITV plc 


Official website Good Morning Britain 


Lorraine 


ChE, 


ITV Breakfast Broadcasting Limited (previously known as GMTV Limited) is the 
national ITV breakfast television licensee,” broadcasting in the United Kingdom. It 
became a wholly owned subsidiary of ITV plc in November 2009.12 


GMTV, as an on-screen brand name, ended on 3 September 2010, with the newly- 
rebranded ITV Breakfast launching new weekday breakfast 

programmes Daybreak and Lorraine on 6 September 2010. In March 2014, it was 
announced Daybreak had been axed amid poor ratings. The programme was replaced 
on Monday 28 April 2014 by Good Morning Britain, reprising the title of a previous ITV's 
early-morning programme. The Lorraine segment has not been affected by the changes. 


At weekends, ITV Breakfast airs children's programming, a simulcast of CITV Breakfast, 
under the CITV brand, as well as Weekend. 


ITV Breakfast Broadcasting Limited is a subsidiary of ITV Broadcasting Limited. All of 
their programmes are produced by ITV Breakfast Limited, a subsidiary of ITV Studios. 
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Formerly, Victoria Derbyshire, Mark Durden-Smith, Julia Hartley-Brewer, Kevin 
Maguire, Aasmah Mir, Andrew Pierce, Adil Ray, Celia Walden, Yasmin Alibhai- 

Brown, Oona King, Olly Mann, Michael Portillo and Natasha Courtenay-Smith appeared 
on a regular basis as newspaper reviewers on Lorraine. 
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The following details are for the programmes that ITV Breakfast have broadcast. 


ITV Breakfast is the breakfast television franchise for the UK's ITV network. It began 
broadcasting on 6 September 2010 as replacement for GMTV Limited 


Good Morning Britain(edit] 


Good Morning Britain is the weekday breakfast television programme on the British 
commercial ITV network that broadcasts on weekday mornings from 06:00 to 08:30 and 
is presented by Susanna Reid, Piers Morgan, Ben Shephard and Kate Garraway. It 
features news and entertainment stories interspersed with celebrity interviews, 
competitions, consumer and health items and news reports from the regions. 


Lorraine([edit] 


Lorraine is the early weekday morning, lifestyle and entertainment show for the 
British ITV network, presented by Lorraine Kelly. ITV Breakfast produces Lorraine, which 
airs every weekday from 08:30 until 09:25, following Good Morning Britain. The 
programme replaced Kelly's previous show, GMTV with Lorraine." 


CITV and Mini CITV edit] 


CITV is broadcast each weekend on ITV Breakfast on weekends originally from 06:00- 
09:25 however since May 2011 has been cut short by the remaining hour. 


Dinner Date[edit] 


Dinner Date is a dating cooking game show created by Hat Trick Productions. The first 
series started on 9 August 2010 and ended on 26 November of the same year and the 
second series started on 20 June 2011 and ended on 29 July of the same year, both 
series aired on Monday to Friday afternoon at 5:00pm. The third series started on 15 
April 2012 with episodes 1-16, 22, 28 and 34-35 airing on Sunday mornings at 8:25am 
on ITV Breakfast whilst episodes 17-21, 23-27 and 29-33 aired its usual Monday to 
Friday afternoon at 5:00pm and episodes 36-38 aired around the Christmas holidays 
from 26 to 28 December 2012, which was the date the third series ended its run. 
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For the former ITV programme of the same name, see Good Morning Britain (1983 TV 
programme) 
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Good Morning Britain 
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Directed by Erron Gordon®! 
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Piers Morgan 
Ben Shephard 
Kate Garraway 
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Theme music 


composer 
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location(s) 
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Picture format 
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Rob May”! 


United Kingdom 
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Production 
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Studios (2014-18) 
Studio TC3, Television 


Centre (2018-)®! 


Neil Thompson"! 


150 minutes (inc. adverts) 


ITV Breakfast 
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Release 


ITV 
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28 April 2014 - 


present 
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Good Morning Britain (often abbreviated to GMB) is a breakfast programme on 
British television network ITV. The show launched on 28 April 2014 after Daybreak was 
cancelled. 


The current main anchors are Piers Morgan, Susanna Reid, Ben Shephard and Kate 
Garraway. Charlotte Hawkins is the newsreader while former main anchor Sean 
Fletcher is a relief newsreader. 


Format([edit] 


The magazine-style show includes headline updates every 15 minutes via the ticker bar 
and regional news bulletins at around 6:30am, 7:20am and 8:10am. The show has a 
reputation for its debates, celebrity interviews and breaking news. Viewers are 
encouraged to engage with the show through digital platforms including Facebook, 
Twitter and email. 


History[edit] 


A programme of the same name aired as part of TV-am between 1983 and 1992, airing 
each weekday morning between 7:00am and 9:00am, along with a Saturday morning 
edition. John Stapleton has presented both incarnations of the programme. 


2014[edit] 


Good Morning Britain launched on 28 April 2014, with four main presenters - Susanna 
Reid, Ben Shephard, Charlotte Hawkins and Sean Fletcher. In-depth news stories were 
presented, as well as shorter bulletins and headline updates. Sports news was also 
featured with Fletcher, and Shephard also contributed when Fletcher was unavailable. 
Weather bulletins are presented by Laura Tobin, with Alex Beresford standing in when 
Tobin is unavailable. Entertainment news is delivered by Richard Arnold. 


Reid, Shephard and Hawkins all presented four days a week, with Fletcher presenting 
every day. When Reid was absent, Hawkins took her place. Hawkins, in turn, was 
substituted by Kate Garraway or Ranvir Singh when off or sitting in for Reid. John 
Stapleton would present in place of Shephard when the latter was unavailable. 


Between 13 June and 11 July, the team reported on the 2014 FIFA World Cup with 
Fletcher live from Brazil with highlights and reactions. They also utilized special graphics 
and music adapted especially for the event. 


Up until September, one of the presenting team would read a news bulletin at 09:00am 
for sister show Lorraine. 


On 19 September, there was an extended Scottish Independence Referendum special 
that went up to 10:00am, with Reid and Shephard presenting live from Edinburgh, while 
Hawkins and Ranvir Singh presented from the studio in London. 


On 2 December, Phillip Schofield co-hosted Good Morning Britain as part of a 24-hour TV 
presenting challenge for Text Santa. He also interviewed Prime Minister David 
Cameron live from 10 Downing Street later in the programme. 


2015[edit] 


On 14 May, sister show Lorraine was broadcast from the Good Morning Britain studio 
due to industrial action at ITV. 


On 4 August, the programme was interrupted by a fire alarm 7 minutes before the show 
was going to end. They were talking to Emmerdale stars Charley Webb and Anthony 
Quinlan who were live from West Yorkshire. The fire alarm sounded mid-interview and 
the studio had to be evacuated. They left viewers with a pre-recorded standby 
programme to fill the timeslot, followed by a pre-recorded episode of sister 

show Lorraine’, before the programme came live on-air at 8:50am. 


On 9 September, Reid presented parts of the show live from outside Buckingham Palace 
to celebrate the Queen becoming the longest reigning monarch. Garraway and Singh 
also presented from the studio. On 23 November, Piers Morgan" joined the team as a 
permanent presenter, following his earlier guest week. A few days later, the 
programme's political editor Sue Jameson left the show, to move to Australia. 


2016[edit] 


The format of the show remained the same throughout 2016. 


On 29 February, the programme was dedicated to the 88th Academy Awards, with 
specially made opening titles, theme music and graphics. 


On 22 March, the show was extended to 10:30am to cover the breaking news of 

the Brussels bombings. Morgan and Reid presented coverage of the news shortly after 
the report broke out at 7:15am. The extended coverage meant that sister 

show Lorraine and The Jeremy Kyle Show were both cancelled, although Lorraine did 
start for the first 10 minutes. The following day, Reid presented coverage of the 
aftermath live from Brussels, whilst Morgan and Hawkins presented from the studio. 


Between 28 March and 8 April, Jeremy Kyle and Mark Austin were guest presenters for 
the Easter break. Austin returned for a further two editions on 31 May and 1 June. 


On 24 June, the show was again extended to 9:25am to cover the result of the EU- 
Referendum, with Morgan and Reid presenting from the studio. As the result was 
announced, Morgan and Reid presented coverage of the outcome, as well as coverage 
of David Cameron's resignation. 


On 22 July, Good Morning Britain broadcast a second royal edition of the programme 
live from inside Buckingham Palace with Garraway and Singh. They presented a 
majority of the programme live from inside the royal residence. Throughout the show, 
they broadcast a regal tour around all the state rooms, reviewing some of the 
prominent objects and paintings which are displayed. Laura Tobin was live from the 
Palace Gardens with the weather. Hawkins was in the studio with news bulletins. 


On 9 November, the show was extended up until 9:25am covering the latest news and 
results of the US presidential election, with Reid and Morgan live in New York City, Singh 
in Washington D.C. and correspondents with reaction from across the United States. 


2017[edit] 


On 26 January, newsreader and relief presenter Ranvir Singh was announced as the 
programme's new Political Editor. 


During the week of 10 April, Eamonn Holmes guest presented the show. He presented 
alongside Kate Garraway and Charlotte Hawkins for the week. 


2018[edit] 


On 26 January 2018, Shephard and Garraway presented a special edition of the 
programme, due to a worldwide exclusive interview with US President Donald Trump. 
Morgan also presented parts of the show live from Davos, Switzerland. 


During the week of 26 February 2018, there were special editions of the show which 
focused on the major snow storm hitting the UK, with correspondents in many parts of 
the UK bringing the breaking news as it happened. 


From 3 April, a slightly tweaked theme tune was introduced with the 2014 and 2017 
theme mixed together. During the week of 9 April, Eamonn Holmes guest presented the 
show with Garraway and Hawkins. 


The final edition of the show from The London Studios was broadcast on 13 April. 
Morgan and Reid returned on 16 April broadcasting live from Television Centre for the 
first time. Coinciding with their return, they had a new studio and opening titles. 


On 18 May 2018, Garraway and Shephard presented a special edition of the programme 
in celebration of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle's wedding. They were accompanied in 
the studio by Fletcher, while Hawkins and Laura Tobin presented live from Windsor. The 
show's usual St. Paul's Cathedral backdrop was replaced with a view of Windsor Castle 
and a special voice over was recorded as well as special opening titles. 


During the week of 28 May to 1 June, Hawkins, Madeley, Fletcher and Singh presented 
the show due to the half-term break. 


On 28 June, the network aired a one-off special entitled Good Evening Britain, which 
aired live at 9:15pm in primetime on ITV following the England vs. Belgium World 

Cup football match. In which the shows presenters had live reaction from the match, 
engaged in debates on the match and provided analysis of England's performance and 
the match overall. Tweaked titles, music and graphics were produced for this one off 
special. Guests included Danny Dyer, Pamela Anderson and Jeremy Corbyn. 


On 3 September, Morgan and Reid returned from their summer break and coinciding 
with their return, tweaked opening graphics were introduced and the show fully 
returned to its original 2014 theme. 


On 24 September, the show began airing in the United States, on the BritBox streaming 
service.” The version seen on BritBox, is a specially edited version featuring the 
highlights of that day's edition. It is available at 7:00 am ET. 


On 13 December, Reid presented parts of the show live from Westminster in London, 
following Theresa May's survival in the no confidence vote. Shephard and Garraway 
presented from the studio. 


2020[edit] 


On 12 November 2019, it was announced that from 6 January 2020, an extra 30 
minutes will be added onto the show, which will see the show extended to 9:00am. 
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i Jeremy Kyleisi26) 


2017- Eamonn Holmes”?! 
2018 EES 

Lead presenter 
2017- Richard Madeley®® 


2018- Adil Ray 
2019 Richard Bacon 


2017- ae 
2019 Becky Mantin 

Weather presenter 
2017- Lucy Verasamy 

Entertainment 
2017 Kem Cetinay Presenter 
2018 Basil Brush 


2018- 
Laura Whitmore 
Gemma Collins 
2019 Peter Andre 
Ashley James 


Jake Quickenden 


hideFormer on air team 


TH Helen Carnell News Correspondent 

2014 eL News Correspondent 
Fahnbulleh E 

2014- John Stapleton Special Correspondent and 

15 presenter 


Studio[edit] 
2014-18 [edit] 


Good Morning Britain was broadcast from Studio 5 at The London Studios, the same 
studio where GMTV was broadcast from during its seventeen-year run. In February 
2017, it was announced that The London Studios, where Good Morning Britain is filmed, 
would be closed for some years beginning in 2018 as ITV decided to go through with 
demolishing the building and having it rebuilt. It was also announced that ITV's daytime 
shows (Good Morning Britain, Lorraine, This Morning and Loose Women) would be 
moving to studio space at BBC Studioworks' Television Centre, previously used by 

the BBC before moving to New Broadcasting House in March 2013. The last programme 
from The London Studios was broadcast on 13 April 2018. !ststiezzeedea 


2018-present[edit] 


ITV's daytime shows moved to Television Centre on 16 April 2018, with Good Morning 
Britain using Studio TC3. This 6,390 sq ft (594 m?) studio is split in two, with half of it 
being used for Good Morning Britain and half for This Morning. They share the same 
cameras and gallery .'eeded| | October 2018, it was announced that ITV would not be 
returning to the South Bank,&” 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


This section needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
es challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Good Morning Britain" 2014 TV 

programme - news « newspapers « books = scholar « JSTOR (September 

2018) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Good Morning Britain was nominated for three TRIC Awards in 2015. Susanna Reid was 
awarded Newscaster of the Year.24! 


"Newscast Studio" named the programme's set as Best International Set of the Year 
2015.22 


Good Morning Britain was nominated in the 2016 TV Choice Awards for the Best 
Daytime TV Programme but failed to win.23 


Good Morning Britain jointly won the PinkNews Broadcaster of the Year Award 
with Victoria Derbyshire in 2016.24 


The programme has been nominated for Best Online Editorial Campaign in The Drum's 
Online Media Awards." 


Good Morning Britain was nominated for the 2017 TV Choice Award for Best Daytime 
Show, but failed to win after being beaten by This Morning. 


The programme was nominated for a National Television Award in 2018, but failed to 
make the shortlist. It did, however, make the shortlist in 2019. 


Presenters Piers Morgan and Ben Shephard were both nominated for the Best Presenter 
award at the 2019 National Television Awards,2= however both failed to make the 
shortlist. 


In 2019, they received two BAFTA nominations for Best News Coverage for their knife 
crime interview and Thomas Markle exclusive interview, but failed to win.&# 


On 18 June 2019, the programme won The Golden Nymph for Best Live Breaking 
News at the 59th Monte-Carlo Television Festival 24 
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For other uses, see Dinner Date (video game) and Dinner Date (U.S. TV series). 


Genre 


Voices of Charlotte Hudson (2010-12) 


Dinner Date 


Dating game show 


Cooking show 


Natalie Casey (2014-present) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


No. of series 10 
No. of episodes 209 approx. 
Production 


Executive producer(s) Claire Collinson-Jones 


Running time 60 minutes (inc. adverts) 


Production company(s) Hat Trick Productions 


Release 


Original network ITV (2010-12) 
ITVBe (2014-present) 


Picture format HDTV: 16:9 
Original release 9 August 2010 - 
Present 


Dinner Date is a British cooking dating game show, which first aired on ITV from 9 
August 2010 to 28 December 2012, with subsequent new series airing on sister 
channel ITVBe since 8 October 2014. The programme makes up a significant proportion 
of ITVBe's output, with several repeats airing daily. New-to-air episodes are generally 
scheduled on a weekly basis, although some episodes from the fifth series were 
stripped daily across weeknights. 


The show involves a man or woman going for dinner at three different people's houses 
on consecutive nights and then subsequently choosing which of them they would like to 
go on a date to a restaurant with. At the end of the show, the viewers are told whether 
they are still dating or not. 


A celebrity version of the show has also aired since its move to ITVBe, featuring well- 
known British media personalities as the date-selecting participant. Famous dinner 
daters have included former soap actors Joe Swash and Gemma Oaten, reality television 
stars Amy Childs, Hugo Taylor, Casey Batchelor, Charlie King, Vicky Pattison, Andy 
Jordan, Ashley James, Josie Gibson, D'eric Bredburn, Ricci Guarnaccio, Jasmin Walia, Joe 
Pointon, television presenter Matt Johnson, and So Solid Crew member Romeo Dunn. 


International versions[edit] 


The UK version of Dinner Date broadcasts in over 20 countries, including; Belgium, 
Bosnia, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Hong Kong and Taiwan, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Macedonia, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, South 
Africa, Serbia and Sweden. 


There is also an Australian version of Dinner Date which aired on the Seven Network in 
2011 hosted by Manu Feildel and a South African version of the show. 


Episodes[edit] 
Seri | Episo 
es des 
1 30 
2 30 
3 40 
4 24 
5 20 
6 26 
7 21 
8 25 


Celeb Episo 
Series des 


External links[edit] 


e Dinner Date on IMDb 

e Dinner Date at UKGameshows.com 

Sud This article relating to a television programme from the UK is a stub. You can help 
Fans Wikipedia by expanding it. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1974 
o 30 January - BBC2 shows the first early morning Open University programming, 
airing between 6.40am and 7.30am.4! 


e 1975 
o No events. 
e 1976 


o 4 February - Early morning programming from the Open University begins on 

BBC1, with Electrons in motion airing at 7.05am.” 
e 1977 

o 28 March - Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television launch a nine- 
week breakfast television experiment. It is credited as being the United 
Kingdom's first breakfast television programme, six years before the launch 
of TV-am and the BBC's Breakfast Time.2 Both programmes run at the same 
time, with Tyne Tees, Good Morning North, and Yorkshire's Good Morning 
Calendar. Both programmes finish on Friday 27 May. 


e 1978 

o No events. 
e 1979 

o No events. 
1980s[edit] 
e 1980 


o 24 January - The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces that in the next 
ITV franchising round it will offer a national licence for breakfast television. 

o 1 December - BBC Scotland carries out a one-week experiment in breakfast 
television. It is a simulcast of BBC Radio Scotland's breakfast show Good Morning 
Scotland. 

o 28 December - The IBA announces the results of the 1980 franchise round, 
which includes the winner of a national franchise to provide a breakfast 


television service on ITV. TV-am is awarded the contract to begin transmission in 
1983.4 

1981 

o March - TV-am purchases a former car showroom in Camden as its 
headquarters. The building is subsequently renovated to create the Breakfast 
Television Centre. 

1982 

o 3-9 October - As part of its coverage of the 1982 Commonwealth Games, the 
BBC broadcasts a two-hour breakfast programme Breakfast with Brisbane. The 
programme includes regular news summaries and is the first time the BBC has 
broadcast a scheduled news bulletin at breakfast and comes three months 
ahead of the launch of the BBC's breakfast television programme Breakfast 
Time. 811 

1983 

o 17 January - At 6.30am, Britain's first-ever breakfast television show, Breakfast 
Time, launches on BBC1. 

o 1 February - TV-am launches on ITV, with Daybreak and Good Morning Britain. 

o 14 February - Following the launch of Breakfast Time, the Open University (OU) 
programmes previously shown on BBC1 on weekday mornings move to BBC2, 
resulting in the weekday early morning OU transmission on BBC2 being 
extended from 1 hour 15 minutes to 2 hours 5 minutes. BBC1 continues to 
broadcast early morning OU transmissions at the weekend until September 
1992. 

o 28 February - TV-am cuts its Daybreak programme to thirty minutes, 
allowing Good Morning Britain to begin half an hour earlier. 
Original Daybreak presenters Robert Kee and Angela Rippon are both replaced, 
with Gavin Scott (weekdays) and Lynda Barry (weekends) 2224 

o 18 March - Amid falling ratings and mounting pressure from investors, Peter 
Jay steps aside as TV-am’'s Chief Executive allowing Jonathan Aitken to take on 
the role 22112311141 

o 1 April - Roland Rat makes his first appearance on TV-am."*! Created by David 
Claridge and launched by TV-am Children's editor Anne Wood to entertain 
younger viewers during the Easter holidays,2# Roland is generally regarded as 
TV-am's saviour, being described as "the only rat to join a sinking ship".&4 

o 12 April - Timothy Aitken succeeds his cousin Jonathan as chief executive of TV- 
am due to the IBA rules regarding MPs operating a television station." 

o 19 April - Angela Rippon and Anna Ford are dismissed from TV-am.24 

29 April - Michael Parkinson is appointed to TV-am's board of directors.24 

o 23 May - TV-am's new look starts.24 Daybreak is axed, with Good Morning 
Britain extending to start at 6:25 am. Commander David Philpott is moved to 
present the weather at the weekends only, with Wincey Willis becoming the new 
weekday weather presenter. 22! 

1984 

o Bruce Gyngell is appointed as TV-am's chief executive. To make the company 
financially viable, he introduced cost-cutting measures which were brought 
sharply into focus in the Brighton hotel bombing. The night before the terrorist 
attack, TV-am sent the production team home as it could not afford to pay for 
hotel rooms and TV-am's response was limited to a caption of reporter John 
Stapleton reporting over the phone.22! Trade union agreements at the time 
meant that technical staff at the local ITV station TVS could not provide cover for 
another commercial television company, and TV-am's previous conflicts with ITN 


(e) 


meant that the latter would not share its footage. The IBA told the company to 
invest and improve its news coverage, or it would lose its licence. 

13 October - TV-am launches a new Saturday morning children's series called 
the Wide Awake Club. The live programme replaces pre-recorded shows such 

as Data Run and SPLAT. 


1985 


(0) 


18 February - Breakfast Time moves to a later slot, now running between 

6.50 am and 9.20 am. 

TV-am launches After Nine. It is only broadcast during term time as children's 
programmes are shown during the school holidays. 

14 September - TV-am's Wide Awake Club is doubled in length, broadcasting for 
almost two hours from 7.30 am until 9.25 am. 

3 October - Roland Rat, the puppet rodent who saved an ailing TV-am transfers 
to the BBC.!24 With only a week until October half term was due to start, TV-am 
launches Wacaday, a spin-off of the existing and successful Saturday morning 
programme, Wide Awake Club. 


1986 


10] 
(0) 


25 July - Selina Scott presents Breakfast Time for the final time.25 
10 November - Breakfast Time is relaunched with a more formal news and 
current affairs format. 


1987 


(0) 


(0) 
10] 


16 October - Following the Great Storm of 1987, electrical power to TV-am's 
studios is lost and an emergency programme has to be transmitted from 
facilities at Thames Television's Euston Road centre using reports from TV-am's 
own crews and those of ITN, TSW and TVS. The BBC's Breakfast Time, which 
would usually come from Lime Grove, was unable to broadcast as the studios 
were without power, as was most of BBC Television Centre at Wood Lane. The 
early part of the programme was broadcast from the continuity suite at TV 
Centre usually used for Children's BBC presentation as this area had generator 
support, before a larger studio was able to be brought into use. 

23 November - The TV-am strike begins after members of the technicians’ union 
the ACTT walk out in a dispute over the station's ‘Caring Christmas Campaign’. 
What is meant to be a 24-hour stoppage continues for several months when staff 
are locked out by Managing Director Bruce Gyngell. TV-am is unable to 
broadcast Good Morning Britain, replacing it with shows such 

as Flipper, Batman and Happy Days. By December a skeleton service that sees 
non-technical staff operating cameras and Gyngell himself directing proceedings, 
begin to allow Good Morning Britain to start broadcasting again. The strikers are 
eventually sacked and replaced with non union staff. Viewing figures remain high 
throughout the disruption, which continues well into 1988, although normal 
programming gradually resumes. 

7 December - TV-am is able to switch from airing 100% pre-recorded material 
with the introduction of a 30-minute live segment each morning presented 

by Anne Diamond.!4 

14 December - TV-am extends its live broadcasting to an hour a day.2# 

18 December - Frank Bough, who launched breakfast television on 17 January 
1983, presents Breakfast Time for the final time.24 


1988 


(0) 


14 January - Talks between TV-am's management and the ACTT begin aimed at 
resolving the ongoing strike.2 


(0) 


25-29 January - TV-am airs a week of live broadcasts from Sydney to 

celebrate Australia's bicentenary, and featuring Anne Diamond and Mike Morris. 

1 February - 

= TV-am celebrates its fifth birthday, with Anne Diamond joined by Richard 
Keys, Gyles Brandreth, Su Pollard and Jimmy Greaves. It is the first time TV- 
am has been able to get its daily output down to an hour of pre-recorded 
material since the beginning of the strike. However, the station continues to 
air imports of old US shows for several months.2# 

= The deadline on which the ACTT must accept TV-am's "Ten Point Plan" aimed 
at resolving the strike. However, the plan is rejected by a ballot and the 
union refuses to resume negotiations. 

16 February - TV-am Managing Director Bruce Gyngell sacks the station's locked 

out staff, and calls a meeting of its remaining employees the following morning 

to announce that the ACTT will never again organise itself at TV-am's studios. His 

decision fails to resolve the crisis, however, as picketing continues and the 

quality of its output remains unchanged.2@ 

30 May - TV-am does not go on air, with its airtime instead taken up by coverage 

of ITV's Telethon '88. The ACTT had asked its members to boycott the 

programme on this date, and fearful of sparking a nationwide dispute, TV-am's 

acting Managing Director, Adrian Moore, allows ITV to use the early morning 

airtime. 24 

July - Stephen Barden is appointed TV-am's new Managing Editor. With the 

station facing criticism from the IBA over the quality of its output, he acts quickly 

to improve matters. Repeats of imported US programmes finally come to an end, 

while new programming is launches, and programmes such as Frost on 

Sunday (off air since the strike began) are restored.24 

19 August - Following concerns about the quality of TV-am's programming, an 

emergency meeting of the IBA considers whether to review the station's 

franchise in early 1989. However, it is ultimately decided not to proceed with the 

review since the next franchise round is approaching, and the IBA feels the 

success of both organisations is mutually exclusive.24 

1 November - Having decided to step down from her presenting role on TV-am, 

Anne Diamond makes her final regular appearance on the station.2& 


1989 


(0) 


6 February - Launch of the Sky News flagship breakfast programme Sky News 
Sunrise. 

3 April - Channel 4 launches its breakfast television show The Channel Four 
Daily. The programme is based heavily on news and current affairs, with 
segments focusing on sports, finance, lifestyles, arts and entertainment, and 
discussion. 

April - The Wide Awake Club is renamed WAC '90. It is broadcast from Granada's 
studios in Manchester rather than from TV-am's London studios. 

2 October - The BBC relaunches Breakfast Time as Breakfast News. The new 
programme adopts a rolling news format and starts 30 minutes earlier, at 

6.30 am. Most of the first 30 minutes is devoted to business news. 

22 November - Following the commencement of televised coverage of the House 
of Commons the previous day, BBC2 launches a breakfast round-up of 
yesterday's proceedings. This is preceded by the 8am bulletin from Breakfast 
News.” Previously, the only BBC2 breakfast output was programmes from 


the Open University. Open University programmes continue to be shown on 
BBC2 at breakfast, but in an earlier timeslot. 


1990s[edit] 
e 1990 
o 17 April - The Channel Four Daily is revamped in a bid to attract more viewers. 


Some of the segments are changed and the programme starts 30 minutes later, 
at 6.30 am. 


o July - Hey, Hey, it's Saturday! replaces Wac '90 as TV-am's flagship Saturday 


morning children's programme. 


e 1991 


(0) 


September - TV Mayhem replaces Hey, Hey, it's Saturday! as TV-am's Saturday 
morning children's programme. 


o 21 September - More than eight years after launching weekday breakfast 
television service, the BBC launches a five-minute long weekend breakfast news 
bulletin.2% 

o 16 October - The ITV franchise auction results are announced and TV-am loses 
out because it was outbid by Sunrise Television. but as Sky News' breakfast 
programming also uses that name (and still does to this day), Sky protested, 
resulting in a change of name to GMTV.24 TV-am immediately axes TV 
Mayhem and replaces it with Cartoon World, which as the name suggests, only 
shows cartoons. 

e 1992 

o February - TV-am closes its in-house news service and contracts out news 
bulletins to Sky News. 

o 25 September - Channel 4 airs the final Channel Four Daily. The news based 
breakfast television show was axed due to poor ratings. 

o 28 September - The Channel Four Daily's replacement, The Big Breakfast, 
launches. The programme takes a lighter tone and proves to be more popular 
with viewers. 

o 31 December - At 9:25 am, TV-am ends its final broadcast after 9 years and 10 
months on air. 

e 1993 

o 1 January - Good Morning Television takes over the breakfast television franchise 
from TV-am. 

o 3 January - Debut of Breakfast with Frost, a Sunday morning current affairs 
programme on BBC1 presented by David Frost.22! 

o 4 January - The BBC launches Business Breakfast as a 60-minute stand-alone 
programme. It had previously been part of Breakfast News. Consequently, the 
BBC's weekday breakfast programmes start half an hour earlier, at 6 am. 

e 1994 
o No events. 
e 1995 
o 9 October - The launch of the BBC Learning Zone sees the end of stand-alone 


weekday breakfast Open University transmissions on BBC2. From this date, 
children's programmes are shown on the channel during the peak breakfast 
period and the strand is called the Chi/drens' BBC Breakfast Show. 


e 1996 


o 5 February - Breakfast News Extra is launched. The 20-minute programme, 
which airs at the end of the main edition of Breakfast News, is presented 
by Juliet Morris.: 
e 1997 
o 31 March - Channel 5 launches a 90-minute weekday breakfast news 
programme 5 News Early. It broadcasts between 6 am until 7.30 am. The rest of 
the channel's breakfast airtime is given over to children's strand Milkshake!. 
o 29 August - The final edition of Breakfast News Extra is broadcast. 
e 1998 
o 5 October - Sky One begins simulcasting part of Virgin Radio's The Chris Evans 
Breakfast Show after Virgin signed a three-year sponsorship deal with BSkyB. 
Under the agreement Evans is not allowed to mention Virgin Radio while the 
programme is being simulcast with Sky, 24135 
e 1999 
o 4 January - GMTV2 launches during the breakfast downtime of ITV2.24 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 
o 1 January - Channel 4 airs The Biggest Breakfast Ever, an eight-hour overnight 
millennium special with Johnny Vaughan and Liza Tarbuck. The channel's New 
Year's Day schedule also includes a contemporary 
version of Cinderella starring Kathleen Turner.24 
o 15 September - After eleven years on air, the final edition of Breakfast News is 
broadcast on BBC One. 
o 2 October - The first edition of the BBC's revamped breakfast news 
programme BBC Breakfast is broadcast. The new programme is carried on both 
BBC One and BBC News 24 - previously News 24 had aired its own breakfast 
programme Breakfast 24. 
e 2001 
o 29 August - American illusionist David Blaine appears on GMTV, where he is 
interviewed by presenter Eamonn Holmes, but refuses to speak and instead 
gives Holmes the "evil eye". Holmes has subsequently cited this interview as the 
most awkward moment of his professional career. 22221 
o 20 December - A joint venture between BSkyB and Princess Productions is 
awarded the contract to replace The Big Breakfast with a new breakfast 
programme for Channel 4.42 
e 2002 
o 7 January - Sky News content becomes available on terrestrial television for the 
first time in a decade when Channel 5 begins simulcasting part of its breakfast 
news programme Sunrise.“4 
o 29 March - Channel 4's The Big Breakfast ends after ten years on air. s243 
29 April - The first edition of RI:SE is broadcast on Channel 4.44 
o 8 November - Lock Keeper's Cottage, the building in east London used for 
the Big Breakfast house is destroyed by fire.” 
e 2003 
o 19 December - The final edition of RI:SE is aired by Channel 4. It is axed because 
of low ratings.“# It is not replaced with another breakfast programme. Instead 
Channel 4 broadcasts series such as Friends and The Salon in its early morning 
slot.44 


(e) 


e 2004 


o No events. 
e 2005 

o 22 February - Eamonn Holmes announces he will step down from his role as 
a GMTV presenter after twelve years.42 

o 27 April - Eamonn Holmes presents his final edition of GMTV after twelve years 
with the broadcaster.“% 

o 19 May - Eammon Holmes has signed a deal with Sky News to present their 
early morning programme Sky News Sunrise, it is reported.&2 

o 29 May - BBC One airs the final edition of Breakfast with Frost after a twelve- 
year run,24 

o 11 September - BBC One launches Sunday AM, a Sunday morning current affairs 
programme presented by Andrew Marr. 

e 2006 

o 14 January - Debut of Morning Glory, the fourth attempt at breakfast television 
live programming on Channel 4. It is presented by Dermot O'Leary every 
weekday morning from 8:30-9am.! Due to low ratings it is not renewed and 
ends on 28 January. 

o 21 August - Debut of Channel 4's Freshly Squeezed, a music-based breakfast 
show aired on weekdays, and featuring studio performances, music videos and 
interviews. 

e 2007 

o 9 January - Sky News hires Meridian Tonight presenter Charlotte Hawkins to co- 
present Sunrise alongside Eamonn Holmes; she makes her debut on 15 January. 

o 16 April - Manchester local television station Channel M launches a breakfast 
show called Channel M Breakfast. 

o 23 April - A BBC Panorama disclosed that callers to GMTV's phone-in 
competitions may have been defrauded out of millions of pounds, because the 
telephone system operator, Opera Interactive Technology, had determined the 
winners before the phone lines had closed. GMTV responded by suspending the 
phone-in quizzes, but claimed that "it was confident it had not breached 
regulators' codes". Opera Interactive also denied any wrongdoing. 

o 9 September - The BBC One Sunday morning political programme Sunday AM is 
renamed The Andrew Marr Show when it returns after its summer break. s514 

e 2008 
o No events. 
e 2009 

o 5 February - To coincide with the 20th anniversary of Sky's launch, at 
6am Sunrise begins presenting from a new "multi-purpose" area of the Sky News 
Centre, formally known as the "shoebox". 

o 15 May - Channel M Breakfast is axed as part of severe cutbacks to 
programming output and staffing levels at the station.=4 

o 26 November - ITV takes full ownership of the breakfast TV service GMTV after 
purchasing Disney's 25% share in the channel. 

2010s[edit] 


e 2010 


o 4 March - Penny Smith announces she is to leave GMTV after 17 years to pursue 
other projects.&2 

o 19 April - Adrian Chiles quits the BBC to join ITV and GMTV in a new four-year 
deal. 

o 21 April - Ben Shephard announces he is to quit GMTV after ten years. 

o 11 June - GMTV announces plans to rebrand itself in September, dropping the 
GMTV name after 17 years in a £1.5million overhaul. On the same day 
presenter Andrew Castle announces his intention to leave the station after 10 
years on air, 

o 20 June - ITV has announced that Christine Bleakley is to join GMTV to reunite 
with Adrian Chiles after signing a three-year contract with the broadcaster. '2! 

o 9 July - ITV announces the name of its new breakfast television service that will 
replace GMTV. Daybreak will launch in September. 

o 3 September - GMTV airs its last edition after 17 years on air." 

o 6 September - New ITV breakfast show Daybreak begins with former The One 
Show hosts Adrian Chiles and Christine Bleakley presenting. The inaugural 
edition features an interview with former Prime Minister Tony Blair, while 
overnight viewing figures published the following day indicate the programme 
had an audience of over a million. 

2011 

o No events. 

2012 

o 10 April - BBC Breakfast makes its first broadcast from the BBC's new media 
complex at Salford Quays in Manchester, having moved there from London. 

o 12 June - Ranvir Singh and Matt Barbet are announced as the new presenters of 
the Daybreak news hour from 6 to 7 am. 

o 3 September - ITV's breakfast strand Daybreak is relaunched with Aled 
Jones and Lorraine Kelly as its main presenters. Overnight figures the following 
day show it was watched by 600,000 viewers, fewer than the one million who 
tuned in to watch its debut in 2010.!% 

o 21 December - Channel 4 airs the final edition of its music-based breakfast 
programme Freshly Squeezed. 

2013 

o No events. 

2014 

o 3 March - Susanna Reid leaves BBC Breakfast to become a presenter on 
ITV's Daybreak, which will relaunch later in the year as Good Morning Britain. 
She will be joined by Ben Shephard, Charlotte Hawkins and Sean Fletcher, =! 

o 15 March - Presenter Kate Garraway confirms she will be part of the Good 
Morning Britain team when the programme launches later in the year. 

o 25 April - Aled Jones and Kate Garraway present the final edition of 
ITV's Daybreak. Jones begins presenting a new weekend breakfast 
show, Weekend from the following day. 

o 28 April - Good Morning Britain makes its debut on ITV. The first edition has an 
average audience of 800,000, just over half of the 1.5 million who tune into BBC 
Breakfast, but an improvement on ratings for Daybreak.” However, by 30 April 
audiences have fallen to 600,000, the average Daybreak viewership.2! 

o 14 July - BBC Breakfast confirms that Naga Munchetty will leave BBC World 
News to join the presenting team full-time to present shows alongside Charlie 


Stayt from Thursdays to Saturdays. Bill Turnbull and Louise Minchin will continue 
to present from Mondays to Wednesdays.“ 
e 2015 

o 2 September - BBC Breakfast presenter Bill Turnbull confirms his intention to 
leave the programme after fifteen years.2 

o 15 October - ITV confirms that Piers Morgan will join Good Morning Britain as a 
regular member of the presenting team, joining Susanna Reid to present the 
programme three days a week.4 

e 2016 

o 26 February - Bill Turnbull presents his final BBC Breakfast programme after 
fifteen years as a presenter, as he joins Classic FM. Sports presenter Dan_ 
Walker is announced as his replacement. 

o 25 March -A fire in the post room of ITV's London studios temporarily 
forces Good Morning Britain off the air as people are evacuated from the building 
and the fire tackled.” 

o 6 April - ITV News presenter Mark Austin makes his presenting debut on Good 
Morning Britain. 

o 2 September - Eamonn Holmes announces he is to leave Sky News Sunrise after 
eleven years. 2% 

o 13 October - Eamonn Holmes presents his last Sky News Sunrise after eleven 
years. 2u 

o 17 October - Sarah-Jane Mee succeeds Eamonn Holmes as co-presenter 
of Sunrise, and is joined by Jonathan Samuels. £21231 


e 2017 
o No events. 
e 2018 


o 17 January - Sunrise begins broadcasting from Studio 6 at Sky Studios. The new 
studio includes a virtual space to allow for segments away from the desk area, 
along with the weather. 

o 13 April - The final editions of Good Morning Britain and Lorraine to be broadcast 
from The London Studios, ahead of a move for ITV's daytime programmes to the 
former BBC Television Centre at White City. 

o 16 April - The first editions of Good Morning Britain and Lorraine to be aired from 
their new home at Television Centre.! 

o 2 September - BBC One's The Andrew Marr Show moves to the later timeslot of 
10.00am as part of a shake up of the channel's Sunday morning schedule. 

e 2019 

o 13 October - After more than 30 years on air, the final edition of Sky News 
Sunrise is broadcast. It is replaced the following day with two new shows - The 
Early Rundown and Sky News @ Breakfast.” 
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ORACLE 


First air date 


from 1978 
Area National UK 
Owner ITV 
Dissolved 31 December 1992 
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A typical ORACLE page, here showing news from ITN. 


ORACLE (from "Optional Reception of Announcements by Coded Line Electronics") was 
a commercial teletext service first broadcast on the ITV network in the mid-late 1970s 
and later on Channel 4 in the United Kingdom, finally ending on both channels at 

23:59 UTC on 31 December 1992. 


History[edit] 


It was developed and launched by a consortium backed by the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority at about the same time as the BBC's Ceefax service. Due to the 


lack of available receivers, exact launch dates have been left obscure. Receivers 
became popular around 1980. 


In Britain ORACLE, ITV's teletext service, was launched as a new advertising medium on 
1 September 1981 with 180,000 teletext sets in the country. By the following year there 
were then 450,000 sets in the UK and that number was projected to rise to nearly three 
million at the end of 1985 and confident predictions of advertising revenues as high as 
$90 million (£50 million). 


ORACLE moved away from being an experimental engineering department and more 
towards being a content provider. Under the original plans for the ITV franchise renewal, 
they were to have been scrapped at the end of 1992 and the few scan lines they used 
given to the highest bidder. ORACLE successfully campaigned for the creation of a 
franchise for the teletext service on ITV and Channel 4, only to find themselves outbid 
by Teletext Ltd., a consortium originally comprising Associated Newspapers, Koninklijke 

Philips Electronics N.V. and Media Ventures International, who started broadcasting at 
midnight on New Year's Day 1993. 


In-vision broadcasts[edit] 


At various times of the day, ORACLE pages were broadcast in vision, mostly on Channel 
4, although occasionally pages were shown during the night on ITV. 


Channel 4[edit] 
4-Tel on View[edit] 


Shown between 1983 and January 1997, 4-Tel on View was a magazine featuring 
previews of the day’s Channel 4’s programmes as well as back-up information and other 
features, such as the adventures of a dog called 4-T, from Channel 4's own "4-Tel" 
teletext service. The transmissions were especially notable from 1986 when animated 
graphics were introduced. Although the service was transmitted alongside Oracle on 
Channel 4, it was editorially and legally separate, and operated for Channel 4 

by Intelfax Ltd. 


From 1983 until the start of Channel 4's breakfast television service in April 1989, the 4- 
Tel magazine ran for 15 minutes and was repeated several times each day with 
transmissions airing at increasingly earlier times of the day as Channel 4 expanded its 
broadcast hours. Following the start of breakfast television, however, 4-Tel on View was 
shown in a single block before the start of programmes. After ORACLE lost its franchise 
on 31 December 1992, 4-Tel on View continued to be shown and from 1 January 1993 
until Channel 4 started 24-hour broadcasting in January 1997 and 4-Tel on View was 
shown throughout Channel 4’s entire closedown period.& 


Oracle on View[ledit] 


Between 1983 and 1989, Channel 4 broadcast pages from the ORACLE service on air. 
Shown in 15 minute bursts, and alternating with 4-Tel on View and showings of the ETP- 
1 testcard, the pages were seen during the day when Channel 4 was not broadcasting 
actual programmes. Initially, the pages shown were from one aspect of the ORACLE 
service with the subject matter changing every so often.“ In September 1987, Oracle on 
View became a news service, adopting this format at the same time that Channel 4 
expanded its broadcast hours to accommodate the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4. 
1 Oracle on View ended when Channel 4 started broadcasting breakfast television. 


ITV[edit] 
Jobfinder[edit] 


During the late 1980s and mid 1990s, many ITV companies broadcast job vacancies and 
related information during overnight periods and the service was provided by 
broadcasting the relevant ORACLE page in-vision. Central was the first company to do 
this, beginning in April 1986, with Yorkshire following in January 1987. By late 1988, all 
of ITV was broadcasting a 24-hour service and many ITV companies introduced a 
Jobfinder service at this point, broadcasting the pages between 4am and 5am, later 
4:30am to 5:30am. By the mid-2000s, however, all of the Jobfinder services had ended. 


Daybreak[edit] 


For a short period in 1987, prior to the start of 24-hour broadcasting on ITV, a selection 
of teletext pages were broadcast in-vision prior to the start of TV-am. These pages 
mostly consisted of news and information about TV-am. 


The end[edit] 


ORACLE GONE 


1978-1992 


The end of the disappearance process of the ORACLE teletext service at 23:56:04 GMT on 31 
December 1992, where in the middle, only the text ‘ORACLE gone 1978-1992’ appears together 
with a white square in the centre. 


ORACLE began to disappear at 23:31:09 on 31 December 1992, with the outer border of 
pixels turning black. This process continued until 23:55:55 when only a white square 
was left, with the text ORACLE gone 1978-1992. it was then replaced by the service 
from Teletext Ltd. ORACLE did not carry television listings beyond its midnight closing 
time on New Year's Eve 1992. It merely stated "00:00 the end of Oracle, now the 
nightmare begins.". 


Additional images[edit] 


The last television listings on ORACLE on its closing day, in which included ‘00:00 THE END 
OF ORACLE: NOW THE NIGHTMARE BEGINS!’ 


See also[edit] 


e Park Avenue, a teletext based soap which appeared on ORACLE for several years 
written by Robbie Burns and Steve Regan. 
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External links[edit] 


e Information and screenshots of Oracle from mb21 
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Teletext Ltd. 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about the company which ran a teletext service under the name 
"Teletext". This specific service should not be confused with the system in general, also 
known as Teletext. 


Teletext 


teletext 


Production 


Production location(s) London 


Release 
Original network ITV, Channel 4, Five 
Original release 1 January 1993 - 


21 June 2010 
| Chronology 
Preceded by Oracle 
External links 


Website 


Teletext Ltd was the provider of teletext and digital interactive services 
for ITV, Channel 4 and Five in the United Kingdom. Teletext Ltd currently runs Teletext 
Holidays and Teletext Cars only. 


Origins[edit] 


Teletext Ltd started providing teletext services for ITV and Channel 4 on 1 January 1993, 
replacing the previous ORACLE service which had lost the franchise. 


Ownership[edit] 


The company is now owned by A&N Media, the consumer division of Daily Mail and 
General Trust's Associated Northcliffe Digital. Its main source of income is from the UK 
travel website Teletext Holidays. The Chairman of Teletext Ltd is Chris Letcher who 
acquired a stake in Teletext Holidays from parent company A&N Media. From 1 
December 2013, Teletext Holidays moved from advertising holidays from 14 holiday 
suppliers (including Qwerty Travel, Lowcost Travel Group and Hays Travel) to working 


with one supplier, Truly Travel. See http://m.travelweekly.co.uk/Article.aspx? 
cat=newsGid=45864 


Closure[edit] 


On 21 January 2009, Ofcom reported that "The increasing availability of text based 
services, both broadcast and online may mean that post 2014 there is no longer clear 
justification for continued intervention to maintain a public service teletext licence. "m2 


On 16 July 2009, DMGT announced that due to competition from the Internet, current 
economic conditions and Ofcom's findings, the service would cease broadcasting most 
of its services on analogue and digital television, with the exception of the commercial 
services broadcast on Freeview channels 101-107 such as Teletext Holidays and the 
firm's profitable travel websites in January 2010, Bltseatinui4] with the switch off date 
subsequently brought forward to 14 December 2009 (Sky Digital) and 15 December 
2009 (analogue TV, Freesat and Freeview). 


Teletext's news and information service were removed from: ITV, Channel 4 and Five on 
analogue TV; ITV and Channel 4 on Sky Digital; ITV, Channel 4 and channel 100 on 
Freeview; editorial on Teletext Extra on Freeview; editorial on ch 986 on Freesat. 

The GameCentral section continued online on the Teletext website before joining 
another DMGT website Metro and can now be found 


at https://metro.co.uk/entertainment/gaming/, renamed Metro Gaming. 


Despite the withdrawal of news and information content, the service continued to 
broadcast. On 29 January 2010, the broadcasting regulator Ofcom revoked Teletext's 
licence to broadcast“. On 27 May 2010, Ofcom imposed a financial penalty of £225,000 
on Teletext Limited for ceasing to provide part of its service whilst its licence was still 
extant.® Ofcom regulations state: "Public service broadcasting licences are offered for a 
fixed term, requiring the holder to provide the licensed service throughout the licence 
period. In accepting a licence, the broadcaster takes account of the likely cost of the 
obligations under the licence, and the value of the benefits associated with the licence, 
for the duration of the licence period."™ Teletext’s licence was for the licence period 
2004 to 2014. 


The main Teletext service on Freeview was removed from channel 100 on the EPG on 
21 June 2010. Teletext Holidays went digital in January 2011.24 In a deal between BBC 
Worldwide and Inview Technology Ltd, Teletext Extra was relaunched as Radio Times 
Extra on 31 January 2011, with editorial content from the Radio Times instead of 
Teletext Ltd.24 


Other teletext services[edit] 
Main article: Teletext 


In spite of its name, the “7Te/etext"-branded service was neither the first nor the only 
teletext service in the UK. The BBC (one of the original developers of teletext) launched 
its Ceefax teletext service in 1974, the same year 

that Te/etext's predecessor, ORACLE also appeared. Although ORACLE closed at the end 
of 1992 (when Teletext Ltd outbid it for the franchise), Ceefax continued to run on BBC 
analogue channels until the cessation of analogue signals in October 2012. 


FourText, originally called 4-Tel, was first run in conjunction with ORACLE, as an 
auxiliary teletext provider for Channel 4 from 1982. 4-Tel occupied pages 410-469 
within ORACLE's page space. When ORACLE lost its licence and was replaced by 
Teletext Ltd in 1993, 4-Tel moved to its own page space on pages 300-399 (effectively 


its own magazine). Channel 4 enlisted Intelfax to run the service. In 2002, 4-Tel was 
renamed FourText. In addition, FourText also launched on digital television. In 2003, 
Channel 4 ended their contract with Intelfax and contracted out the service to Teletext 
Ltd.42 The new service was named Teletext on 4 and operated on pages 400-499 (which 
replaced pages 300-399 as Channel 4's page space). However on 30 October 2008, 
Teletext on 4 on Channel 104 closed and replaced in December 2008 by 1-2-1 Dating. 
using Teletext on 4's old channel number. 


See also[edit] 


e Teletext - the system 
e List of teletext services 


e Teletext Holidays 


e Ceefax 
e ITV (TV network) 
e Channel 4 


e Bamboozle, a teletext multiple choice quiz game on Channel 4 
e Digitiser, the service's initial videogames section 

e GameCentral, the service's later videogames section 

e Teletext on 4, Channel 4's text service run by Teletext Ltd 
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STV North (2006-) 
Grampian Television (1961-2006) 


Type Region of television network 


Countr Scotland 


y 

First 30 September 1961; 58 years ago 

air dat 

e 

TV Durris, Angus, Rosemarkie, Rumster Forest, 


transm Knock More, Keelylang Hill, Bressay, Eitshal 


itters (formerly Mounteagle) 


Headq Aberdeen 


uarter 


Broadc Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire, Angus, Dundee, H 
ast 

ighland (except Lochaber), Moray, 
area 


North Fife, Orkney Islands, Perth and 


Kinross, Shetland Islands, Western Isles 
Owner STV Group plc 


Dissolv lost on-air identity on 30 May 2006 (now 
ed known as STV at all times) 


Pictur  1080i HDTV, downscaled 


È to 16:9 576i for SDTV 
format 


Affiliat ITV 


ion 


wwWww.stv.tv 


Langu English 


Replac STV North 
ed by 


Grampian Television (now legally known as STV North Ltd and referred to on-air 
as STV) is the ITV franchisee for the North of Scotland. Its coverage area includes 

the Northern Isles, the Western Isles, the Highlands (except Fort William and Lochaber, 
which have always received Scottish Television), Grampian, Tayside (except 

the Kinross area), the Isle of Siar, and parts of north Fife. The station has been in 
operation since 30 September 1961. 


Grampian is owned and operated by STV Group plc (formerly SMG plc), which also owns 
another Scottish ITV franchise, Scottish Television (now known as STV Central on-air), 
based in Glasgow and serving Central Scotland. 


STV North's regional news programme for Northern Scotland is called STV News at 
Six and is supplemented by short news bulletins on weekdays. The station also 
produces regional television commercials. 


Both STV North and STV Central have resisted adopting the generic ITV branding that is 
now commonplace throughout regions in England, Wales, Northern Ireland, Southern 
Scotland and the Channel Islands that are owned by ITV plc. 


In 2008, the United Kingdom began its 5-year programme to end analogue television 
broadcasts as part of the switchover to digital transmissions, with the eight transmitters 
covering the STV North region (Angus, Rosemarkie, Knockmore, Eitshal, Durris, Bressay, 
Rumster Forest and Keelylang Hill) switching over from May to October 2010. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Timeline of Grampian Television 


Foundation and launch[edit] 


Applications for the new North East Scotland contract area were sought by 

the Independent Television Authority (ITA) in the spring of 1960. From the original 
seven applicants, three serious contenders emerged and the contract was awarded in 
August 1960 to North of Scotland Television Limited on the provision that board 
positions were offered to the other two final applicants, Caledonian Television and North 
Caledonian Television. The company's first managing director was G E Ward 

Thomas who later established Yorkshire Television in 1968. 


The name North of Scotland TV was considered too cumbersome for use and to reflect 
the input of the other applicants, a new name was chosen on 11 January 1961 

- "Grampian Television" after one of the key Scottish mountain ranges, the Grampian 
Mountains. Grampian planned to launch on 1 October 1961 and had already bought and 
converted their studios for the start date. However, four months prior to launch, 

the Post Office announced that the links which would connect Grampian to the network 
would not be ready until February 1962. This would have left the new station only able 
to broadcast output from its neighbouring colleagues at Scottish Television (STV). 
Pressure at the highest level of Government ensured that the links were in place in time 
for the station's planned launch. 


Grampian Television went on air on Saturday 30 September 1961 at 2.45 pm (the 15th 
ITA franchise to launch) with the opening authority announcement from continuity 
announcer Douglas Kynoch and a brief welcome from the chairman of the Independent 
Television Authority, Sir Ivonne Kirkpatrick: 


Douglas Kynoch: 


Good afternoon. This is the first transmission of Grampian Television Limited, over the 
Durris and Monteagle transmitters of the Independent Television Authority. Today, we're 
about to join all the millions of viewers of the Independent Television network and we're 
very glad to have in our studios, to switch us into the network, the chairman of the 
Independent Television Authority, Sir Ivonne Kirkpatrick. 


Sir Ivonne Kirkpatrick: 


Good afternoon. | am glad to be in Aberdeen today to welcome you into the great family 
of Independent Television viewers. You now have your own television company in the 
North East and I hope that you'll very soon come to regard Grampian Television as an 


essential part of your everyday life. | wish you and Grampian the best of luck and now, 
let us join the network. 


Following the brief opening, the station handed over to Tyne Tees Television's 
networked coverage of Racing from Catterick Bridge. Later in the opening day at 7pm, 
Grampian's first chairman, Sir Alexander B. King, presented a half-hour introductory 
programme about the station. At the time of launch, Grampian served a potential 
audience of 332,000 people in 98,000 homes. 


Early years on air[edit] 


In its first year, Grampian produced nine regular regional programmes - namely News 
and Views (a thrice-weekly magazine programme), Country Focus, Women's 

World, Serenade, Scotland for Me, Points North (a long-running current affairs 
programme), Grampian Golf, local news bulletins and monthly church services. 


In the early days, Grampian struggled as viewers in a key part of its transmission area, 

the city of Dundee, were still tuning into coverage from STV via the strong signal of 

the Black Hill transmitter. Three months after its first transmission, the station was only 
attracting 13% of the available audience in Dundee while viewing audiences across the 
region turned out to be less than had been hoped for. Viewer correspondence was said 

to amount to little more than half a dozen letters per week. 


The problems in Dundee along with the effects of Television Advertising Duty and the 
Equity Strike led to heavy financial losses and a subsequent reduction in transmitter 
rental for Grampian. But by the end of 1962, the station had succeeded in increasing 
audience in both Dundee and the region as a whole. The success in viewing figures 
were attributed to an increase in regional programming. Whereas Grampian had 
previously restricted its output to news and current affairs beforehand, production 
controller James Buchan decided to go for broke and branch out to produce light 
entertainment and music shows (originally, at the rate of four programmes a week) - 
such programming would remain a staple of the station's local output for the next forty 
years or so. By 1963, no less than fifty Grampian shows had featured in the local Top 
Ten audience ratings. 


Towards the end of the decade, the station's potential audience reached a million 
viewers and Grampian was employing just over 200 staff at their studios in Aberdeen, 
Dundee and Edinburgh. Prior to the 1968 contract round, smaller regional stations 
sought an affiliation with one of the four major ITV companies, who would provide the 
bulk of their programming. Grampian chose to link up with ABC Weekend Television. 


Technological advances[edit] 


Grampian was slower than most other ITV stations to begin colour broadcasting which, 
after the company invested £180,000 (equivalent to £2,500,000 in 2018)2 in new 
equipment, promptly started in September 1971—an occasion timed to mark their 10th 
anniversary on air. 


The launch of the colour service led to a strike over Christmas 1971. A new film editor 
had signed a mutuality-binding three-month contract, and Grampian's decision to offer 
him permanent employment was not exercised. For the Christmas period, Grampian 
had hired colour studio cameras especially for the Hogmanay programmes and the 
filming of a networked documentary. The station resumed broadcasting at 10 pm on 
Boxing Day, which allowed the station to broadcast its first networked colour 
documentary Two OFA Kind. 


Despite this, the station did come up with a number of technical firsts. The most notable 
of these came in 1978 when Grampian became the first British television station to 
replace 16mm film cameras with Electronic News Gathering [ENG] video cameras for 
news coverage - a move which finally allowed its regional news programme Grampian 
Today to extend from three to five nights a week. Grampian also developed its own 
outside broadcast unit, initially using studio equipment. Later developments would allow 
Grampian to further enhance its regional news service and on air presentation, which 
relied heavily on in-vision continuity. 


The franchise rounds[edit] 


Following the station's earlier troubles, Grampian Television, along with all other ITV 
companies at the time, won a three-year extension to their licence (later extended by a 
further year) in 1964. In 1967, they went unopposed by any other consortiums to win a 
further six-year contract from July 1968 - a contract expanded by a further eight years 
in 1974. 


Six years later, Grampian won another eight-year franchise (later extended to ten 
years), effective of January 1982. The only change made to the licence was the 
classification of the franchise as North and North East Scotland, as opposed to North 
East Scotland - a change which the station had already capitalised upon in January 1980 
when Grampian Today was relaunched as North Tonight as part of a major expansion 
for Grampian's news operation. 


The Broadcasting Act of 1990 led to a significant change in the way ITV franchises were 
awarded - as opposed to the straightforward review process utilised by the 

outgoing Independent Broadcasting Authority, the new /ight-touch regulator, 

the Independent Television Commission, required that the successful applicant pass 

a quality threshold and business plan. In the event, Grampian was outbid by two 
challengers; Channel 3 Caledonia and North of Scotland Television (the latter of which 
was ironically the name of the original Grampian Television consortium). Both 
competitors failed to pass the quality threshold, and Grampian won back the franchise 
by default with a bid of £720,000 per year. 


After retaining its franchise, Grampian sought to expand its business interests. In May 
1994, the company won the new Central Scotland FM radio licence in partnership 

with Border Television - the new station, Scot FM (now Heart Scotland), had an uneasy 
start as it struggled with ratings and programming. Border pulled out of Scot FM a year 
later, before Grampian sold it off in July 1996 to the Independent Radio Group for £5.25 
million.“ At the same time, Grampian also owned shares in Moray Firth Radio, until 
they were sold off to Scottish Radio Holdings. 


Networked production[edit] 


With encouragement from the IBA, Grampian and other small ITV companies were 
encouraged to produce more network output following the 1980 franchise round. The 
station had previously produced a small number of networked or part-networked 
productions including the daytime adult education series Katie Stewart Cooks and the 
light entertainment show Melody Inn. 


In the franchise period following, the station was commissioned to produce networked 
series of the local film magazine programme The Electric Theatre Show (following a 
successful run on London Weekend Television) alongside new series including 
occasional variety show Magic of the Musicals, lifestyle series Pennywise & Hot 
Property, networked one-off documentaries such as A Prince Among Islands and 
children's cartoon series James the Cat. The station also produced various editions of 


several series co-produced by most ITV regions - namely the religious 

programme Highway, current affairs debate The Time, The Place, documentary 
strand About Britain and the Saturday morning children's shows Get Fresh and Ghost 
Train. 


Grampian also contributed to Channel 4 in the form of various documentary series 
including O// (co-produced with NRK), The Blood is Strong, Alternative 

Energy and Scotland the Grave. The long-running schools programme Living & 
Growing was transferred from ITV to Channel 4 in September 1987. 


Grampian's later networked contributions were minimal, with the few exceptions 
including co-production of The National Television Awards from 1995 to 1997 anda 
daytime repeat run of local documentary series Medics of the Glen in 2004. 


SMG buyout[edit] 


Grampian remained independent until June 1997 when Scottish Media Group, owner of 
Scottish Television, bought the station for £105 million. 


The buyout led to various cutbacks in Grampian's staffing and programme production - 
notable changes included the transfer of on-air presentation from Aberdeen to Scottish 
Television's playout centre in Glasgow. More Grampian-produced programmes were also 
broadcast on Scottish, and vice versa. The station was also criticised by the 
Independent Television Commission concerning the amount and relevance of its non- 
news regional output with more and more programming being produced from outside 
the region, chiefly in Glasgow - production on such output was gradually phased out 
with the station's final non-news programme broadcast in 2008. 


In June 2003, the company moved to new premises at Craigshaw Business Park in West 
Tullos, Aberdeen and the original headquarters at Queens Cross were subsequently 
demolished, becoming home to a development of luxury flats. 


From Grampian to STV North[edit] 


In March 2006, the owners of Grampian Television, then known as SMG plc (now STV 
Group plc) announced that the Grampian TV brand would be retired and renamed, along 
with Scottish Television, as simply 'STV', with a new logo comprising a large, stylised 
letter 'S'. 


The two regional news programmes in the Northern and Central Scotland regions 
(previously known as North Tonight and Scotland Today respectively) were still 
broadcast in their respective regions after the "stv" rebranding, which occurred at 9:25 
am on Tuesday 30 May 2006. Both North Tonight and Scotland Today were rebranded 
as STV News at Six on Monday, 23 March 2009 but continue to air as separate 
programmes. 


The decision to rebrand Grampian was met with much criticism from across the former 
Grampian region - the move was viewed by many as similar to the ITV plc-owned 
licences in England, Wales and Southern Scotland where all of the regions are branded 
as ITV1. The objections are largely due to the fact that the largely rural Scottish culture 
in the North is very different from the more commercial and industrialised Central 
Scotland area. 


The news service and advertising remains regionalised as before with the Tayside and 
North East Fife area receiving its own opt-out service, featuring a dedicated news 
bulletin within STV News at Six on weekdays and separate local advertising. Up until 


September 2011, both areas also received their own version of the overnight 
strand, The Nightshift. 


Studios[edit] 


Grampian's former headquarters at Queen's Cross, Aberdeen in August 1982. 


Grampian's first studios and headquarters were located at Queens Cross, Aberdeen, 
where the company purchased a former tram depot belonging to Aberdeen Corporation 
Tramways in 1960. The depot was converted for use as television studios with 
completion planned prior to October 1961. The complex housed two main studios and a 
third smaller studio for continuity, which was updated in the early 1980s when £4 
million worth (2009: £10.5m) was spent on a new Central Technical Area and 
presentation facilities. 


These studios continued to be of importance to Grampian well into the new millennium, 
despite the transfer of the presentation and continuity to Scottish's Glasgow base and 
job losses when SMG took over the company. In June 2003, Grampian moved to new, 
smaller, state-of-the-art all digital studios at Craigshaw Business Park in West 

Tullos, Aberdeen, some of the most advanced in the world at the time of opening. Their 
previous headquarters at Queens Cross were subsequently demolished and redeveloped 
as housing. 


In addition to their Aberdeen headquarters, Grampian ran a newsroom and sales office 
in Dundee at Angus Hotel entrance in Marketgait which was moved in 19782" to a new 
remote-controlled studio at Albany House. A further newsroom and studio was located 
at Huntly Street, Inverness, which opened in 1983. 


Grampian also had a studio in Edinburgh, despite it being in Scottish's franchise area, 
which had closed by 1969, and a new £4 million studio complex in Stornoway, opened 
in the early 1990s to facilitate an expansion in Scottish Gaelic language output, 
including the daily news bulletin 7e/efios. The studios were closed in 2000 following the 
end of the news service and transfer of other programmes to Glasgow. 


Presentation|[edit] 


Grampian's company logo and on screen identity made use of The Saltire, the Flag of 
Scotland, in all incarnations of the company's independent life. Grampian's first on 
screen identification film, or ident for short, featured a black, white and grey image of 
four mountain peaks, which turn into the saltire, with the grey peak at the bottom, 
against the tune "Scotland the Brave". This ident lasted until 1971, when colour came to 
the region at the same time as the 10th anniversary of the station. The replacing ident 
started with the four sections of the saltire coloured red, yellow, blue and white merging 


to form a white diamond from which the saltire emerges upon a light blue background 
accompanied by a harp version of the Scotland the Brave jingle. 


In 1980 a new black background ident was introduced along with a newer version 

of Scotland the brave jingle. The Dark blue version continued to be used until 1983, but 
only for links into ITN News®4 During the same period the idents were seen less and less 
as in-vision continuity was used for the majority of links. 


Grampian's first computer generated ident was introduced in April 1985 and featured 
various diamond and dot shapes flying around in space, changing colour against a tune 
of an electronic tune. As the ident progresses, the dots move closer, and the diamonds 
bend to that it becomes a three-dimensional saltire shape as the 'Scotland the Brave' 
music begins to be more noticeable. The saltire logo then forms up in the place of the 
box. 


However, this colourful and dynamic ident was only to last four years, as Grampian 
adopted the first ITV generic look from September 1989 until October 1998 - the longest 
usage of the generic ident by any ITV company. As the majority of junctions featured in- 
vision announcements into programmes, the ident was rarely seen for most of the day. 
When the new ITV logo was about to be launched and after SMG had bought the 
channel, the ident was replaced by a saltire on blue background, tilted slightly, with the 
sections of the saltire bursting into place, accompanied by an edited version of the ITV 
generic music from 1989. 


In-vision continuity was relied upon heavily by Grampian - from the early 1980s 
onwards, the station's duty announcers also presented short regional news bulletins, 
including the North Headlines at closedown, and the daily Birthday Spot for children. In- 
vision announcements were finally abandoned early in 1998, a few months before the 
closure of Grampian's Aberdeen presentation department. 


During 1999, Grampian, like Scottish Television refused to use the second generic ITV 
identity. The company decided instead to use a new branding package based on a blue 
square with the words 'Grampian TV' in the bottom of the square. Launched on 28 
February 2000, it featured various scenes of Scottish people and places up and down 
the country. Various scenes featured a lady horserider along a beach, a young lady and 
dog returning home, elderly tweed workers in the highlands, waves crashing 

below Dunottar Castle, a tea dance, an oil rig in the North Sea, the Grampian 
mountains, chefs in a restaurant kitchen and a waitress in a pub. The look is notable for 
its cool colour pallette and ambient music. 


On 6 January 2003, the idents were replaced by the celebrity idents, mostly used by the 
Granada and Carlton regions, and adapted for use by Grampian. The ITV1 logo was 
replaced with Grampian's logo, and additional idents made depicting Scottish and 
Grampian celebrities. However, this was not to last, as in 2006, the Grampian name was 
to be lost on screen in favour of STV. The idents featured Scottish people passing 
around the logo, an elongated 'S', to other people in other scenes off screen until the 'S' 
is placed in the centre of the screen. The upbeat music and dynamic filming gives the 
idents an energetic quality to the station. These idents were shared with Scottish, as 
were all idents following the package as the two networks have ceased as separate 
entities. 


The current ident set came into force in February 2009 and was an extension to the 
theme. A scene, similar to the last look, flips over to reveal another scene. This 
continues, with increasing pace and a wider perspective, until the STV logo flips into 
view against a blue background. 


Programmes[edit] 
Programming produced by Grampian Television (STV North) since 1961 include: 


NewsS[edit] 


e Grampian Headlines (1988-2003) e North News (luncht 
e Grampian News (2002-6) e North Headlines (le 
e Grampian Today (mid-1970s - 1980) e North Today (2006 
e News and Views (1961 - mid-1970s) e North Tonight (198 
e News Review (early 1990s - 2013) e STV News (2009 - 
Current affairs[edit] 

e The Buck Stops Here e One Life to Live 

e Craig Millar Reports (latterly The Craig Millar Files, 2003-4) e = Personal View 

e Country Focus (1961-84) e Points North (1961 
e Crossfire (1984-2004) e Politics Now (co-pr 
e Grampian Week (1970s) e Scotland Tonight (« 
e Inquisition e Scottish Questions 
e North Tonight Special e We the jury 


Documentaries[edit] 


e The A9 Mystery (1978) e Medics of the Glen 
e About Britain (contributions for the ITV network) e Network First (cont 
e Around the World in 80 Hours (1993) e = Nick Hancock's Fis. 
e Beyond Explanation e Northern Eye 

e The Big Beat e Oj/l (co-produced w 
e Black Water, Bright Hope e On the Road Again 
e The Blood is Strong (for Channel Four, late 1980s) e Picnic at Whitehill | 
e Blowout at Bravo (1977) e Place in the Sun (1 
e Carnoustie: A Town of Golf e A Prince Among Is! 
e Columba's Way (1972) e The River 

e Commando (1983) e Seeing Scotland 

e Cop College e Scotland the Grave 
e A Day in the Life (2003) e Scotland's Larder ( 
e Elizabeth of Glamis (1985) e Selina Scott Meets 
e The Energy Alternative (for Channel Four, 1990) e Storm on the Mour 
e Export Scotch (1982) e The Byre Theatre: 

e Fife: Andrew's Kingdom e This Scotland (co-p 
e A Glen for All Seasons (1997) e To Russia with Bur 
e The Glovers of Nagasaki (co-produced with Fuji TV, 1995) e Two of a Kind 

e Highlands (produced by STV Productions, 2008) e Unsolved (2003-4) 

e The Highland Heartlands (1986) e Valhalla 

e Home at Last (1989) e = Walking Back to Hi 
e Hot Property (for the ITV network) e What Price Oil? (19 
e Last of the Hunters (1987) e The Woman Who A 
e The Man Who Changed the World (1986) e A Year in Spain: Se 
e The Masterbuilders network, 1993) 


Features[edit] 

e Breakthrough 

e Country Matters (1990s) 

e Desert Island Chefs 

e The Electric Theatre Show (for the ITV network, 1976-1984) 
e The Five Thirty Show (co-produced with STV Central, 2008-2009) 
e Fixit 

e Get Real 

The Grampian Garden (1963-1980) 

Grampian Midweek (2000-2003) 

Grampian Weekend 

The Great Outdoors 

Grow for It 

Movie Date 

Naturally Scottish 

Northern Exposure (for stv.tv, 2007-2009) 

Northern Exposure: Ask Kirstin (for stv.tv, 2007-2009) 

Off the Wall (2004) 


Entertainment[edit] 

Andy's Party (1977-81) 

The Art Sutter Show (1989-96) 

Aye Yours 

At Home with Kenneth McKellar 

The Big Break (1989) 

Bothy Nichts 

Breakers (1990s) 

Calum's Ceilidh 

The McCalmans (1986) 

Cairngorm Cabaret 

Cairngorm Ski Night 

Ceilidh on the Caledonian Canal (1986) 
Chartburn (1990-2000) 

A Highland Hogmanay 

Come Aboard 

Country and Irish 

Club Cupid (co-produced with STV Central, 2006) 
Conquer the Castle (produced by STV Productions, 2008) 
The Entertainers (1977-81) 

First Light 

Grampian Disco Dancing Championship 

Guess Who's Coming To Dinner (1984-86) 

The Highland Road (1984) 

Ingle Neuk 

It's George (1970s-1980s) 

ITV Telethon (local and networked contributions, 1988, 1990, 1992) 
The Jim Macleod Show (1970s) 

McCue's Music 


Out and About (lat 
Pennywise (for the 
The People Show 
Pin Money (1987) 
Put It in Writing 
Rich, Gifted and Sc 
Rude Health 

The Scottish Touris 
The Scottish Soldie 
Spend, Spend, Spe 
Sign a Story 
Strictly Scottish (1! 
Summer at Six (19 
Under the Hamme: 
The Way It Was (1! 
Wednesday People 


Maggie! (1983) 
Melody Inn (part ne 
The National Telev 
Productions for the 
The Nightshift (reg 
Northern Nights 
The Paul Coia Shov 
Pick of the North 
Pop Scotch 

The Royal Clansme 
Runrig on the Rock 
Random Choice (1! 
Richard Clayderme 
Scotch and Irish (1 
Scotland the What 
Shammy Dab (198 
Silver City Folk 
Stritcly Scottish 

A Touch of Music 
Talking Loud 
Thomson at Teatin 
Top Club (1971-98 
Top Team (1972-7) 
Try For Ten (1965- 
The Video Show (1 
Video Jukebox (19€ 
Welcome to the Ce 
Win a Word 


e Magic of the Musicals (1984) ° 
Children's[edit] 
e = Bill's Magic Box ° 
e The Birthday Spot ° 
e Furry Tales (2001) ° 
e Get Fresh (contributions for the ITV network, 1986-8) ° 
e Ghost Train (contributions for the ITV network, 1989-92) ° 
e Isla's Island 7 
e James the Cat (for the ITV network) (1984-6) ° 
e Junior Try for Ten (1967-9) ° 
e High Time ° 
e Pick a Number (1987-96) Presenter Phil Mckay who also devised the game e 
show 
>portledit] 
The Back Page ° 
¢ Grampian Sheepdog Trials (also broadcast on the ITV network and Channel e 
4, early 1980s - mid-1990s) ° 


e Pure Strength 
e The Scottish Golf Show (2005) 


You'd Better Believ 


Romper Room 


Rumblie Jumblie 
Ron & Friends (197 
Seamus 

Scene on Saturday 
Superbox (early 19 
Top Team 

Win a Word (1970) 
Wize Up (1996-7) 
Zoom! (early - mid 


Sportscall 
Sportscope 

The Western Isles | 
International) 


Outside broadcast coverage of various sports including league football, cross country, 


lawn bowls, shinty, professional wrestling (for the ITV network's World of Sport), 


marathons, cycling, exhibition tennis, international amateur boxing, curling, triathlon 


and mountain bike racing. 


Scots Gaelic[edit] 


e = Ar Duthaich ° 
e Am Fasach ° 
e Blas (1994-8) . 
e Beathainchean Neontach (Nature) ° 
e Beagan Gaidhlig (1971-74) ° 
e Bocsa‘s An Fidhle ° 
e Ceol na Fidhle (Traditional music) ° 
e Coille is Cuan (Nature, 1995-6) e 
e Comhla Rinn (Chat show) ° 
e Crann Tara (Current affairs/features 1982-1990s) ° 
e Cuir Car (Children's) ° 
e Deanamaid Gairdeachar ° 
e Duirn Chelteach ° 


An expanded archive of selected factual and entertainment output from Grampian 
Television continues to be uploaded to the STV Player's YouTube channel. 
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Timeline of Grampian Television 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


This is a timeline of the history of Grampian Television. Events after the renaming of 
Grampian Television as STV North in 2006 and the replacement of North 
Tonight with STV News at Six in 2009 are covered on the Scottish Television timeline. 


1960s[edit] 
e 1960 
o August - North of Scotland Television is awarded the licence to cover north and 


north east Scotland on the condition that positions on the board are offered to 
the two losing applicants. 


e 1961 


(0) 


11 January - North of Scotland Television is renamed Grampian Television as it is 
thought that the North of Scotland TV name would be too cumbersome. 


o 30 September - At 2.45pm, Grampian Television, the ITV franchise for North East 
Scotland, goes on air. 
e 1962 
o No events. 
e 1963 
o No events. 


e 1964 
o No events. 


e 1965 
o No events. 


e 1966 
o No events. 


e 1967 
o Prior to the 1968 contract round, smaller regional stations sought 
an affiliation with one of the four major ITV companies, who would provide the 
bulk of their programming. Grampian links up with ABC Weekend Television. 


e 1968 
o August - Atechnicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 


e 1969 

o No events. 
1970s[edit] 
e 1970 


o No events. 


e 1971 
o 30 September - Grampian Television marks its tenth birthday by commencing 
colour transmissions.2 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, Grampian is able to launch an afternoon service. 


e 1973 
o No events. 


e 1974 
o No events. 


e 1975 
o No events. 


e 1976 
o No events. 


e 1977 


o Grampian makes slight changes to its logo, most notably removing the 
animation. 


e 1978 
o Grampian Television becomes the first British television station to 
adopt ENG video cameras for news coverage - a move which finally allows its 
regional news programme, Grampian Today, to extend from three to five nights 
a week. Grampian also develops its own outside broadcast unit, initially using 
studio equipment. 


e 1979 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces Grampian Television off the air. The 
strike ends on 24 October. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o 7 January - Grampian Today is relaunched as North Tonight as part of an effort 
to reflect northern Scotland as a whole. The new programme replaced Grampian 
Today which had been on air since around 1978. 
o Grampian launches weekday and closedown news bulletins, called North 
News and North Headlines respectively. 


e 1981 
o No events. 


e 1982 
o Grampian updates its logo. 


e 1983 
o 1 February - ITV’s breakfast television service TV-am launches. It is a UK-wide 
service and therefore contains no Scottish-specific content. Consequently, 
Grampian’s broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 
o Grampian opens a new studio in Inverness to increase newsgathering across the 
Highlands and Islands. 


e 1984 
o Debut of Grampian Television’s current affairs programme Crossfire. 


e 1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 
o April- Grampian Television introduces a new computerised logo. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 


o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 

o Ahead of the forthcoming launch of 24-hour broadcasting, Grampian ends its 
closedown news bulletin. 


e 1988 
o Grampian launches weekend regional news bulletins and at the same time, all of 
Grampian's news bulletins are renamed as Grampian Headlines. 
o 2 September - Grampian begins 24-hour broadcasting.© Consequently, the late 
night bulletin disappears because Grampian simulcasts the Night Time service 
from Granada Television. 


e 1989 
o 1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. Grampian adopts 
the look and they make slight changes to its logo, most notably removing the 
animation. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o No events. 


e 1991 
o 16 October - Grampian retains its licence. There were three applicants for the 
licence and the other two bid more than Grampian. However both failed the 
quality threshold test. 


e 1992 
o No events. 


e 1993 
o No events. 


e 1994 
o May - Grampian expands into radio and in conjunction with Border Television, 
Grampian is awarded the central Scotland licence. The station, Scot FM, 
launches on 16 September. 


e 1995 
o No events. 


e 1996 
o July - Grampian sells Scot FM to the Independent Radio Group for £5.25 million. 


e 1997 


o June - SMG buys Grampian Television, the ITV contractor for Northern Scotland, 
for £105 million.“ Shortly afterwards, the company became SMG. 


1998 

o Spring - In-vision continuity is dropped with announcements made over a new 
black ident. Grampian makes slight changes to its logo, most notably removing 
the animation.24 

o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


1999 
o No events. 


2000s[edit] 


2000 
o 28 February - Having decided not to adopt the 1999 ITV generic 
look, Scottish and Grampian launch a new on-screen logo.“ 


2001 
o Grampian closes its Stornoway studio. 


2002 
o Grampian Headlines is renamed Grampian News. 


2003 

o 6 January - Scottish and Grampian adopt the celebrity idents package, albeit 
with their own logos attached and with idents featuring a lot more Scottish 
personalities alongside those of ITV1. 

o June - Grampian moves to new smaller studios in the city's Tullos area of 
Aberdeen. 


2004 

o 8 January - Grampian’s regional current affairs and politics series Crossfire is 
replaced by a new programme, Politics Now, which is broadcast on both 
Grampian and STV. 


2005 
o 30 May - STV launches across Scotland replacing the previously separate 
services of Scottish and Grampian. 


2006 
o 30 May - After 45 years, the Grampian Television brand is consigned to history 
when the region is renamed STV North. 2a 


2007 

o 8 January - Viewers of North Tonight begin to receive two different programmes - 
those in the Dundee, Angus, Perthshire and north-east Fife area receive a 
dedicated bulletin within the main North Tonight programme. 


2008 
o No events. 


e 2009 


(0) 


20 March - The last main edition of North Tonight is aired ahead of a major 
revamp. 

23 March - STV News at Six launches across Scotland as it also replaces Scotland 
Today.“ The bulletins remain fully localised although sub-regional inserts are 
now just five minute opt-outs. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 


e History of ITV television idents 
e Timeline of ITV 


e Timeline of television in Scotland 
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This is a timeline of television in Scotland. 


1950s[edit] 
e 1952 
o 14 March - Television becomes available in Scotland for the first time following 


the switching on of the Kirk o'Shotts transmitting station with full service 
beginning on 17 August. 


e 1953 


(0) 


No events. 


1954 

o No events. 

1955 

o 23 April - The Scottish Cup Final is broadcast live on television for the first time. 

1956 

o The ITV franchise for Central Scotland franchise is awarded to Scottish 
Television from three applications. 

1957 

o 16 August - Television comes to the Moray Firth area following the switching on 
of the Rosemarkie transmitting station. 

o 30 August - BBC Scotland launches a weekday five-minute news bulletin and a 
Saturday teatime sports round-up. 

o 31 August - 
= At 5:30 pm, Scottish Television starts broadcasting. 
= The Black Hill transmitting station comes into service for the launch of 

Scottish. Later this becomes the main transmitter for all channels in the area, 
replacing Kirk o'Shotts. 

o 18 September - The sports programme Scotsport begins airing on Scottish 
Television. By the time it ended in 2008 it was recognised as the world's longest 
running sports television magazine. 

1958 

o 7 May - First broadcast of the BBC variety show The White Heather Club, which 
aired until 1968. 

o 22 December - Television expands to the far north of Scotland following the 
switching on of the Orkney transmitter. 

1959 

o No events. 


1960s[edit] 


1960 

o August - The ITV franchise for North East Scotland is awarded to Grampian 
Television, from seven applications. 

o The ITV franchise for the English-Scottish Border region is awarded to Border 
Television. There had been one other applicant - Solway Television. 

1961 

o 11 January - North of Scotland Television Ltd changes its name to Grampian 
Television. 

o 1 September - Border Television goes on air and at around the same time 
the Selkirk transmitting station is brought into service to provide television 
signals to south east Scotland. 

o 30 September - At 2.45pm, Grampian Television goes on air and at around the 
same time the Durris transmitting station is brought into service to provide 
television signals in the Aberdeen area and the surrounding coastal areas. 

1962 

o No events. 

1963 

o No events. 

1964 


o 20 April- BBC 2 Scotland starts broadcasting and the existing BBC channel is 
renamed BBC 1 Scotland. 
e 1965 
o The chairman of the Independent Television Authority Charles Hill pays a visit to 
STV's Glasgow studios during which he observed an edition of the popular 
daytime entertainment show The One O'Clock Gang. So appalled by it, he 
personally axed the programme with the words "My God, how long have you 
been getting away with this?".2 
e 1966 
o The Angus transmitting station is constructed by the ITA bringing improved 
reception to the Dundee area. 
e 1967 
o Scottish Television retains its franchise, despite strong competition from a 
consortium led by the future BBC Director General Alasdair Milne. Lord Thomson 
is forced by the ITA to reduce his stake in the station from 80% to 25%, 
effectively ending the company's standing as a subsidiary of the Thomson 
Group. 
o BBC Scotland starts broadcasting in colour although at first the only colour 
transmissions are networked programmes. 
e 1968 
o 1 April- Debut of BBC Scotland's national news programme Reporting Scotland. 
o August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 
e 1969 
o October - Scottish starts broadcasting in colour and marks the occasion by 
opening new secondary studios at the Gateway Theatre in Edinburgh. 
o 3 November - A major fire badly damages Scottish's Glasgow studios are badly 
damaged in a fire. 


1970s[edit] 
e 1970 

o No events. 
e 1971 


o 1 September - Border begins broadcasting in colour. 
o 30 September - Grampian Television marks its tenth birthday by commencing 
colour transmissions.“ 
o The Craigkelly transmitting station begins carrying all three channels in UHF, 
bringing improved reception to the Edinburgh area. It had been constructed in 
1968 to improve coverage of BBC2. 
e 1972 
o Scottish Television begins the construction of its new purpose-built complex 
in Glasgow, at Cowcaddens. 
o 11 September - Scottish launches Scotland Today. However the programme is 
only broadcast for ten months each year. 
e 1973 
o No events. 
e 1974 


o 12 December - The official opening of Scottish Television's new studios 
by Princess Alexandra takes place. 


1975 
o August - Debut of BBC Scotland's sports strand Sportscene. 
1976 


o 3 April - The first edition of BBC Scotland's rural affairs series Landward is 
broadcast. It was shown on Sunday lunchtimes as an opt-out as the rest of the 
UK received Farming, and from 1988 Countryfile. 

1977 

o No events. 

1978 

o Scotland Today's annual summer break is scrapped and consequently the 
programme is now on air all year round. 

o Grampian's regional news magazine programme Grampian Today extends from 
three to five nights a week. This is made possible by the commencement of the 
usage of Electronic News Gathering cameras. allowing the company to use of 

o Debut of the BBC Scotland series The Beechgrove Garden."®! 

1979 

o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces all of Scotland's ITV companies off the 
air. The strike ends on 24 October. 


1980s[edit] 


1980 

o 7 January - Grampian Today is relaunched as North Tonight as part of an effort 
to reflect northern Scotland as a whole. The new programme is marked by the 
opening of a new studio in Dundee. 

o 19 February - The first edition of soap-opera Take the High Road is broadcast. 

o 1 December - BBC Scotland carries out a one-week experiment in breakfast 
television. It is a simulcast of BBC Radio Scotland's breakfast show Good Morning 
Scotland." 

o 28 December - The IBA announces the results of the 1980 franchise round, 
revealing that all three of Scotland's ITV broadcasters have retained their 
franchises. 

1981 

o 8 September - BBC One Scotland changes its name to BBC Scotland. 

1982 

o No events. 

1983 

o Grampian opens a studio in Inverness, thereby increasing its coverage of the 
Highlands and Islands areas. 

o 17 January - Breakfast Time, Britain's first breakfast show, launches on BBC1. 
The new service includes four opt-outs which allow BBC Scotland to broadcast its 
own news bulletin. 

o 1 February - ITV's breakfast television service TV-am launches. It is a UK-wide 
service and therefore contains no Scottish-specific content. Consequently, the 
three Scottish ITV companies begin their broadcast day at 9:25 am. 


o 24 October - Following the launch of the BBC's new teatime news and current 
affairs series Sixty Minutes, Reporting Scotland is renamed Scotland Sixty 
Minutes. 

e 1984 

o 30 july - Following the demise of Sixty Minutes, the title of BBC Scotland's 
regional news magazine reverts back to Reporting Scotland. 

o 8 October - Scotland Today is relaunched as a features-led magazine format 
with the news relegated to brief summaries before and after the programme.24 

e 1985 
o Grampian and Scottish both launch computer-generated logos.@4221 
e 1986 

o 20 October - Following considerable criticism, including from the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority, the 1984 changes to Scotland Today as reversed and the 
programme once again becomes a news broadcast with the feature elements 
transferred to a new lunchtime programme called Live at One Thirty. 

e 1987 
o No events. 
e 1988 

o 13 February - Scottish launches 24-hour broadcasting.“ This date also sees the 
abandonment of in-vision continuity, apart from the overnight hours. 

o Grampian launches weekend regional news bulletins. 

o 2 September - Grampian and Border begin 24-hour broadcasting. 

u Consequently, Grampian's late night regional news bulletin disappears due to 
Grampian simulcasting Granada Television's overnight service Night Time. 
e 1989 

o August - BBC Scotland launches an extended Saturday teatime results 
programme. Rather than opting out of the last few minutes of Grandstand, the 
programme, called Afternoon Sportscene, runs for the entire duration of the time 
allocated for the day's results, starting at some point between 1 and 5 minutes 
before the network aired English counterpart Final Score. 

o Border begins providing a sub-regional service for Scottish Borders viewers 
served by the Selkirk transmitter, consisting of a short opt-out 
during Lookaround each weeknight. 


1990s[edit] 
e 1990 

o No events. 
e 1991 


o 18 February - BBC 1 Scotland is rebranded as BBC Scotland on 1 and BBC 2 
Scotland as BBC Scotland on 2. 

o 16 October - Scottish, Grampian and Border all retain their ITV licenses. 

o 31 December - The BBC airs the first edition of Hogmanay Live, an annual 
programme that rings in the New Year. 


e 1992 
o No events. 
e 1993 


o 4 January - 


= Following the launch of GMTV, news bulletins from Scotland are seen on ITV 
at breakfast for the first time. 

= Scottish launches a 30-minute lunchtime edition of Scotland Today. 

o Launch of 7e/efios, a Scottish Gaelic news programme broadcast on 
both STV and Grampian. 

o 31 December - The first edition of the annual Scottish football-themed comedy 
sketch show Only an Excuse? for BBC Scotland on 1, which is aired 
each Hogmanay. 

e 1994 

o 10 November - The first edition of BBC Scotland Investigates is broadcast. It 

replaces Frontline Scotland. 


e 1995 
o No events. 
e 1996 


o 1 November - SMG plc and BSkyB launch Sky Scottish as a joint venture. 
Broadcast for two hours each evening, the channel is aimed at Scots living in 
other parts of the UK.22 

e 1997 

o June - SMG buys Grampian Television, the ITV contractor for Northern Scotland, 

for £105 million.2@ Shortly afterwards, the company became SMG. 
e 1998 

o 31 May - Sky Scottish closes because the channel fails to meet its financial 
targets.24 

o 23 September - BBC Choice, the UK's first digital-only TV station, launches. 
281 The channel broadcasts around two hours each night of programming for 
Scotland as an opt-out from the main channel. 

o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 

e 1999 

o April - Border's sub-regional service for Scottish Borders viewers served by 
the Selkirk transmitter is extended to cover Dumfries and Galloway and a 
dedicated Scottish news bulletin is introduced on weekday lunchtimes.22 

o 30 April - S2 launches. 

o 4 October - Launch of Newsnight Scotland, the BBC Scotland opt-out of the 
main Newsnight programme on BBC Two. 

o 31 October - Launch of TeleG, Scotland's first daily Gaelic language digital 


channel. 
2000s[edit] 
e 2000 
o Gaelic news bulletin Te/efios is axed. 
e 2001 


o 27 july - S2 closes and is replaced by ITV2. 

o The Scottish opt-outs on BBC Choice end. 
e 2002 

o 24 September - Debut of BBC Scotland's soap River City. 

o 28 October — Border Television is rebranded as ITV Border. 
e 2003 


o 27 April - After more than 23 years on air, the final edition of soap opera Take 
the High Road is broadcast. 

o June - STV North's Aberdeen headquarters move to new smaller studios in the 
city's Tullos area in June 2003. 

2004 

o 8 January - STV launches a new political magazine programme Politics Now. It 
replaces STV's Platform and Grampian's politics and current affairs 
programme Crossfire. 

o Autumn - The lunchtime edition of Scotland Today is axed. 

2005 

o 30 May - STV launches across Scotland replacing the previously separate 
services of Scottish and Grampian. 

2006 

o 30 May - Scottish Television is rebranded as 'STV' and the rebrand is rolled out 
across all of Scotland, thereby consigning the Grampian Television brand to 
history after 45 years. The area formerly covered by Grampian is now called STV 
North. 

o STV moves from their Cowcaddens base to a new, smaller building at Pacific 
Quay alongside the headquarters of BBC Scotland. 

2007 

o 8 January - STV launches separate news services for the East and West of the 
STV Central region, initially as a five-minute opt out within the 6:00 pm edition 
of Scotland Today on weeknights. 

o August - The Scottish Government establishes the Scottish Broadcasting 
Commission to oversee television production and broadcasting in Scotland.2% 

o 20 September - British Prime Minister Gordon Brown opens the BBC Scotland's 
new Pacific Quay studio complex in Glasgow.24) 

2008 

o 22 May - After more than 50 years on air, STV axes Scotsport, doing so after BBC 
Scotland acquires highlights of the Scottish Premier League. 

o 19 September - Launch of the Scottish Gaelic television channel BBC Alba. 

o 1 October - Scottish Media Group is rebranded STV Group plc. It does this 
because it wants to highlight its renewed focus on television. 2223) 

o November - STV starts opting out of ITV programmes they claim were not 
performing well in their broadcast region. ITV's coverage of the FA Cup is also 
dropped. 

2009 

o 23 March - Scotland Today is relaunched as STV News at Six.) 

o July - STV announces that it is withdrawing more ITV programmes from tis 


preferring to concentrate on programming made within Scotland.22 


2010s/[edit] 


2010 

o 6 June - STV HD launches.2# It carries the West Central Scotland feed. 

o 20 October - Digital switchover in STV North (formerly the Grampian 
Television region) is completed when the analogue single emanating from 
Rosemarkie is switched off. 

2011 


o 27 April - ITV plc and STV settle their legal dispute, with the former receiving 
£18 million from STV.22221 

o May - Separate half-hour editions of STV News at Six for the East and West are 
launched along with localised weeknight late night news bulletins. 

o 21 May - The BBC says that due to bandwidth restrictions on Freeview, the 
launch of BBC Alba will require all but three of its radio stations to stop 
broadcasting on the platform in Scotland while the Gaelic language TV channel is 
on air. The stations unaffected are BBC 1Xtra, BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC 6 
Music. 2% 

o 23 May - The Gaelic language television station TeleG closes after twelve years 
on air. 

o 22 June - Digital switchover is completed in Scotland when the analogue signals 
at Black Hill are switched off. 

o 24 October - STV launches a 30-minute late evening news programme Scotland 
Tonight% It encompasses the weekly political programme Politics Now. 

2012 

o March - A deal is announced between ITV and the other Channel 3 licence 
holders which would transform its commercial relationship with them after the 
broadcasters negotiated new Channel 3 networking arrangements. The deal 
would see STV and UTV become "affiliates" of the network, meaning they would 
pay an up-front fee for the rights to broadcast ITV content. At the time, the 
licence holders paid a percentage of the Channel 3 network costs based on their 
share of qualifying revenue. 24221 

o April - STV's Edinburgh operation moves from George Street in the city centre to 
a new studio at Fountainbridge. 

2013 

o 14 January - BBC One Scotland begins broadcasting in high-definition. 2224 

2014 

o 28 April - STV HD launches on the Sky and Freesat EPGs.25 

o 22 May - The final edition of Newsnight Scotland is broadcast on BBC Two 
Scotland.24 

o 28 May - Scotland 2014 launches as BBC Scotland's replacement for Newsnight 
Scotland. 

o 2 June - STV launches the first of its local television channels - STV Glasgow. 

o 18-19 September - The BBC, ITV and Sky News provide coverage of the results 
of the Scottish independence referendum as the results are counted overnight.&4 

2015 

o 12 January - STV launches its second local television channel STV Edinburgh. 

o 19 March - STV is awarded three more local licenses, to cover Aberdeen, Ayr and 
Dundee. 

2016 

o 14 December - The final edition of Scotland 2016 is broadcast on BBC Two 
Scotland.2# It is replaced in the new year by a weekly programme called 
"Timeline". sa 

2017 

o 24 April - STV merges its local channels and relaunches them as a single channel 
called STV2.44 

2018 

o 30 June - STV2 closes down and the channel's assets are sold to That's Media, 
owners of the That's TV network of local television stations in England.“ 


o 7 September - The Edinburgh edition of STV News at Six ends and is replaced on 
the 10th by shorter opt-outs within a Central Scotland programme.“ 

o 15 October - That's TV Scotland launches as the replacement local television 
service in Aberdeen, Ayr, Dundee, Edinburgh and Glasgow.™! 

e 2019 

o 17 February - BBC Two Scotland closes in preparation for the launch of the BBC 
Scotland channel. Viewers in Scotland can still watch the national version of BBC 
Two, with regional content aired by BBC Two Scotland being transferred to the 
new channel.“ 

o 24 February - The new BBC Scotland TV channel launches.“ Overnight figures 
indicate it to have had a peak viewership of 700,000, with five of the top ten 
programmes seen in Scotland being aired by BBC Scotland.“4 

o 25 February - BBC Scotland launches its weekday flagship news programme The 
Nine.“ 

o 27 February - Launch of The Debate, BBC Scotland's weekly political debate 


show. 81 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of Scottish Television 
e Timeline of Grampian Television 


e Timeline of Border Television 
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Kirk o'Shotts 


Kirk o'Shotts transmitting station (North Lanarkshire) 
Location Salsburgh, North Lanarkshire 


Mast 183 metres (600 ft) 
height 


Se ee w55.852778°N 


$ 3.826111°WCoordinates: “55.852778°N 


3.826111°W 
Grid NS8569563679 
reference 
Built 1952 


BBC region BBC Scotland (1952-1985) 


The Kirk o'Shotts transmitting station is 

a broadcasting and telecommunications site at The Hirst which lies just outside the 
village of Salsburgh which is near the town of Shotts in North 

Lanarkshire central Scotland. (Kirk o'Shotts means ‘Church of Shotts' and takes its name 


from nearby Kirk O' Shott's Parish Church and Kirk O' Shotts’ Primary School both 
located as you enter the nearby village of Salsburgh.) 


The BBC 405-line television service in Scotland started from Kirk o'Shotts on 14 March 
1952 using low power reserve transmitters (Marconi). Full service began on 17 August 
1952 using the main high power transmitters (Vision EMI Type 5704, Sound STC Type 
CTS-12). The station provided a service to a potential 4.1 million viewers and operated 
on Channel 3 (Vision 56.75 MHz, Sound 53.25 MHz) and transmissions were vertically 
polarised. 


It subsequently became the main national FM transmitting station for the area, although 
that role is now filled by the nearby site at Black Hill. 


Three DAB multiplexes are broadcast from the site: BBC (12B), Digital One (12A) and 
Switch Scotland (11D). 


It has a 183 metres (600 ft) tall guyed mast, built in 1952. The mast was originally 
228.6 metres (750 ft) tall. 


The station is owned by Arqiva. 


Services available[edit] 
Digital radio[edit] 
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Analogue television[edit] 


VHF analogue television was transmitted from Kirk o'Shotts from its launch in 1952 until 
the nationwide shutdown of VHF signals in 1985. 
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See also[edit] 


e List of masts 
e List of tallest structures in the United Kingdom 


e Salsburgh 
References[edit] 
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Further reading[edit] 


e Pawley, Edward, BBC Engineering 1922-1972, BBC Publications 1972, ISBN 0-563- 
12127-0 


External links[edit] 


e Kirk o'Shotts mast and towers 
e Kirk o'Shotts at The Big Tower 


Scottish Television 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about the company and channel of this name. For TV in Scotland in 
general, see Television in Scotland. For the television channel which operates the 
licensee, see STV (TV channel). 


STV Central (since 2006) 
Scottish Television (1957-2006) 


Type 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitter 


S 


Headquarte 


rs 


Broadcast 
area 


Owner 


Dissolved 


Region of television network 


Scotland 


31 August 1957; 62 years ago 


Black Hill, Craigkelly, Darvel, Torosay 


Glasgow 


Central Scotland 


STV Group plc 


lost on-air identity on 


2 March 2006 (now known as STV at all 


times) 


Picture 1080i HDTV, downscaled 
format : 
to 16:9 576i for SDTV 


Affiliation ITV 


Official www.stv.tv 
website 
Language English 


Replaced by STV Central 


Scottish Television (now, legally, known as STV Central Ltd) is the ITV franchise 
for Central Scotland. The channel - the largest of the three ITV franchises in Scotland - 
has been in operation since 31 August 1957 and is the second oldest franchise holder 
still active (the oldest being Granada Television). 


STV Central broadcasts from studios at Pacific Quay in Glasgow and is owned and 
operated by STV Group plc (formerly SMG plc), which also owns another 

franchise, Grampian Television (now STV North), based in Aberdeen. It 

produces news for the west and east halves of its transmission region (STV News at Six) 
along with current affairs and feature programming for Northern and Central Scotland. 


Along with STV North and ITV Border, STV Central is a commercial rival to the publicly 
funded national broadcaster, BBC Scotland. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Scottish Television 


Scottish Television was founded by Canadian newspaper magnate Roy Thomson (later 
Lord Thomson). To base the station, he bought the Theatre Royal, Glasgow from Howard 


& Wyndham Ltd, who became minor partners in the new venture. Thomson invited 
Canadian television producer Rai Purdy to become the station's first head of 
programming. In the months leading up to opening night, Purdy pledged that the new 
channel would provide first class entertainment and as much cultural programming as 
possible as well as allowing Scottish talent every opportunity to develop and be seen on 
STV. 


1950s[edit] 


Scottish Television began broadcasting at 5:30 pm on Saturday 31 August 1957 
with This is Scotland, an hour-long variety special broadcast live from the Theatre 
Royal studios - STV was the seventh ITV franchise to launch, and the first outside the 


three largest regions (London, the Midlands and Northern England), thereby, the first to 
broadcast seven days a week. 


1960s[edit] 


The company soon gained a reputation for musical entertainment, variety, documentary 
films presented by Dr John Grierson, and Scottish sports coverage. It also sponsored 
Scottish Opera and televised live opera and ballet, networking more opera than similar 
television companies.” Much of the station's early output was provided by ATV, under a 
ten-year deal worth £1 million per year. By 1965, ATV's senior producer Francis 

Essex?! had become Scottish's programming controller. 


But the station had also gained a reputation for low budget, entertainment-driven 
programming. It was jokingly said that STV only owned two pieces of equipment; 
one telecine to show western films and another to show the commercials.“ Lord 
Thomson was also criticised, for using much of the profits generated by Scottish 
Television to further gain his interests in the newspaper industry, rather than 
reinvesting into the station. 


In 1965, the chairman of the Independent Television Authority Charles Hill paid a visit to 
STV's Glasgow studios during which he observed an edition of the popular daytime 
entertainment show The One O'Clock Gang. He was so appalled by it that he personally 
axed the programme with the words My God, how long have you been getting away 
with this? 


From the launch of the station, television for schools was pioneered in association with 
Glasgow Corporation, and post graduate television services initiated, including surgery, 
in conjunction with universities. Programmes were devised for the emerging countries in 
the British Commonwealth, and the Thomson Foundation was created to educate and 
train television producers, journalists and engineers, this operated from Kirkhill House - 
a bespoke studio complex near Newton Mearns. Programmes from TFTC (Thomson 
Foundation Television College) were never seen by STV's viewers, but much of STV's 
redundant equipment found a new home at the studios, including STV's first outside 
broadcast unit. 


Although the early days of the ITV network were a financial gamble the STV service 
soon became profitable, resulting in Thomson's claim that running a commercial 
television station is like having a licence to print money. In 1966, the company was 
listed on the London Stock Exchange for the first time. 


Scottish Television retained its franchise at the first time of asking in 1967, despite 
strong competition from a consortium led by the future BBC Director General Alasdair 
Milne and strong indications that the company would lose its franchise. In the event, 
Lord Thomson was forced by the ITA to reduce his stake in the station from 80% to 25%, 
effectively ending the company's standing as a subsidiary of the Thomson Group. 


The start of colour broadcasting at the end of the decade was marked by the opening of 
new secondary studios at the Gateway Theatre in Edinburgh in October 1969. The 
following month, on 3 November, the Theatre Royal headquarters were badly damaged 
by a major fire started by an electrical fault, in which a firefighter, Archie McLay, died 
after falling through a trapdoor. 


The Gateway, Leith Walk, Edinburgh (June 1974) 


1970s[edit] 


Like many franchises within the ITV network, Scottish struggled through the late 1960s 
and early 1970s with the recession, increased transmitter rental fees, taxation on 
income (rather than profits), a decline in advertising revenue, and the costs of 
converting equipment for the launch of colour television. In 1970, the company made a 
loss of £39,000; a warning was given that regionalism would be abandoned, and a 
forced merger with Grampian Television would happen, unless the chancellor reduced 
the levy applied on advertising revenue.2% 


By late 1971, STV's fortunes recovered after a change in taxation rules reducing the 
companies payments from £466,000 to £234,000, and a general increase in advertising 
saw profits rise to £475,000 within the first 6 months of 1971. A large proportion of the 
profits were spent on expanding the company's programming output. This was in part to 
resolve principal criticism about the station output, which included improved sports 
coverage, new dramas for Scottish writers, and enhanced local entertainment.24 


With the increased amount of productions, STV had expectations of becoming one of 
the major players in networking new programming for ITV2 (this was before Channel 4 
was created, and the inception for ITV2 was discussed at that time which never came to 
fruition. This is not to be confused with the ITV2 which is now known on the digital 
platform). Managing Director William Brown remarked at the time: One of the major 
factors in deciding to extend our activities, is the prospect of becoming nationally 
involved in the production of networked programmes for ITV2 if and when it begins. 


In addition, STV were also seeking to consolidate their position to increase its 
partnership with foreign television stations. The company was associated with a public 
Israeli television company, who used STV's post-production facilities for dubbing foreign 
language programmes. STV were hoping to be invited to act as an advisor for 
commercial television in Israel. 


The company started work on building its new purpose-built complex at Cowcaddens, in 
early 1972. Original plans were to move to the Millerston area of Glasgow, costing £2 
million, but negotiations fell through in mid 1960. The Cowcaddens site was planned to 
be built in the late 1960s, but was put on hold because of STV's financial position. The 
company left the Glasgow base at the Theatre Royal in December 1974. 


In 1975, a short-term strike hit the ITV network in the spring, due to a dispute over the 
payments agreed before the government-imposed pay freeze came into force. A 19% 
pay rise had been agreed between the ACTT (Association of Cinematograph Television 
and Allied Technicians) union, with the ITV companies in July 1974. The union alleged 
that £231 of this deal was still owed to its members, and should not have been affected 
by the pay freeze. The strike took place from 6.00 am on 23 May (except for London 
Weekend Television, Tyne Tees Television, and Westward Television, where ACTT 


members ignored the strike).2243! At 6.00am on 26 May, when striking workers came 
back to work, they were locked out by management. Normal service resumed on 30 
May for all ITV stations, except for Scottish Television, whose staff refused to return to 
work after the lockout finished on 29 May. Staff eventually returned on Monday 9 
June“ In 1978, company profits had risen by 21.8% in the first six months of the year, 
allowing for an increase in local programming. 


1980s[edit] 


SONGS 


FOR SUNDAY 


STV programme caption 


During the 1970s and 1980s, Scottish Television produced a wide range of religious 
programming including weekly church services, half-hour religious programmes on a 
Sunday, religious contributions to the new Channel 4, the ever-popular epilogue Late 
Call, and occasional documentaries, produced by Executive Producer Rev. Dr Nelson 
Gray, a Minister of the Congregational Church, and Rev. Eric Hudson, a Minister of the 
Church of Scotland but as the public service broadcasting requirement receded during 
the 1990s, the amount of religious programmes were gradually phased out. 


In October 1981, Scottish Television became the first ITV station to operate a 
regional Oracle teletext service, containing over 60 pages of local news, sport and 
information.22 


As was industry-practice at the time, STV programming would either be totally studio- 
based, include film inserts where required (the local news programme Scotland 

Today and Take the High Road being early examples of this), or other programming 
such as documentaries and dramas, shot entirely on film. The company employed up to 
six film crews who could be assigned to providing daily local news coverage, football 
matches, or feature programming such as Redgauntlet or Weirs Way. Since the 
company originally went on air, images not provided electronically ‘live' within the 
studio centre were provided via telecine machines, allowing the station to run local 
advertisements to fill the ad breaks within and on either side of local and networked 
programming. Local advertisements - where a single image was shown on screen whilst 
the continuity announcer read the promotional message ‘live’ - was sourced from a 
standard 35 mm slide. 


Filmed inserts into regional news added a significant delay to the airing of programmes. 
STV, having no film processing capability of its own at Cowcaddens, sub-contracted this 
to a specialist company - Humphries Film Laboratories. Exposed film would be rushed to 
an industrial unit in North Glasgow to be processed and returned to Cowcaddens for 

the 16 mm film to be edited and prepared for transmission. This process often caused 
much annoyance to reporters and crews alike, as to ensure inclusion of a breaking news 
story for Scotland Today, film had to reach the labs no later than 4.30 pm. By the early 


to mid-1980s, STV had followed the rest of the ITV network in dispensing with film and 
embracing electronic news gathering, with Sony's Betacam being the chosen system. 
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Scottish Television's Cowcaddens HQ, 1987 


Gus Macdonald became the station's Director of Programmes during the summer of 
1986. One of his first decisions was to revamp the station's regional news and features 
output, following criticism from an Independent Broadcasting Authority committee. 
Scottish's flagship evening programme Scotland Today had previously been revamped 
from a regional news programme into a topical magazine show supplemented by short 
bulletins. David Scott was brought in from BBC Scotland as the station's head of news 
and reverted Scotland Today back to a hard news format while long-running series 
including What's Your Problem? and Ways & Means were axed. Replacement 
programmes included the topical lunchtime show Live at One Thirty and social action 
series Scottish Action. 


Throughout the 1980s, the company began gaining greater access to the national 
network, primarily through the soap opera Take the High Road and the long-running 
detective series Taggart, as well as programming for Channel 4. Towards the end of the 
decade, game shows Wheel of Fortune and Fun House began decade-long runs on the 
ITV network. 


1990s[edit] 


In 1990, Sir William Brown retired as managing director after 24 years of service, 
marking the longest serving chief executive in ITV history. He subsequently became 
chairman of Scottish Television plc from 1991 until 199624 Gus Macdonald was 
promoted as Managing Director and started overhauling the workforce by cutting it from 
800 to 330 - Macdonald claimed the company was employing many more people 
though most were now freelancers.22 


In early 1992, J. Nigel Pickard became controller of entertainment and drama features. 
2391 When he transferred from the outgoing ITV company TVS, some of the station's 
children's programmes continued production under Scottish Television including Art 
Attack and How 2. Pickard was based at an office in Maidstone (where many of 
Scottish's new acquisitions were produced) until 1995, but he left the company in 1993. 
Scottish would continue as a major provider of children's programming throughout the 
1990s, including a number of co-productions with other broadcasters and production 
companies. 


After retaining its franchise in 1991 unopposed with a bid of just £2,000 a year (just 
over £5 a day), plus 2% of their annual advertising revenue 22, STV's production arm 
was placed into a separate company, Scottish Television Enterprises. The company 
invested shares in various ITV companies and media firms, including a 25% stake 

in GMTV as part of a consortium for the ITV breakfast franchise (STV's stake was sold off 


to ITV plc in 2004 for £31 million), ITN?" and UTV,22 which helped push profits up to 
£10m.2 The company itself acquired new investors when in 1994 the Mirror 

Group brought 20% stake in company, In September 1995, STV acquired a 20% stake 
in HTV worth £36 million, as part of a deal with Flextech, 2 which held a 20% stake 
while the Mirror Group stake was diluted to 16%. The deal also involved Mirror Group 
CEO David Montgomery and two Flextech executives joining the Scottish Television 
board, while Flextech committed to licensing more than 125 hours of drama and 
documentaries from STV.2@ Within a month of the deal, the Mirror Group increased its 
stake to 19.93%.!251 


In 1996, the HTV shares were sold off to the Wales and West contractor's future 
owners United News and Media.22 For a short time, STV became a buyout target 

for Yorkshire Television.27 STV acquired Caledonian Publishing - then-publishers of The 
Herald and the Glasgow Evening Times - in July 1996.2 The following June, Scottish 
Media Group plc acquired Grampian Television, the ITV contractor for Northern 
Scotland, for £105 million.22 Shortly afterwards, the company became SMG. 


In April 1998, Scottish formed a new partnership with Canadian entertainment 
company Nelvana and American TV network CBS to produce six new animated series, 
with Scottish having a significant creative input in the production of all their shows. 
Scottish Television Enterprises general manager Darrel James, who oversaw the deal, 
said: / /t ] came together in a surprisingly short time. We have worked very successfully 
with Nelvana on the Rupert series in the past. So when they came and asked us if we 
wanted to get involved, we said ‘yes' almost immediately. It is not often that you get 
the opportunity to work on such a high volume of co-produced material at one time. 
ga The new shows produced were Franklin, Anatole, The Dumb Bunnies, Flying Rhino 
Junior High, Mythic Warriors: Guardians of the Legend and Birdz.24, In November, 
Scottish doubled the funding for children's programming.&2 


Speculation followed in the summer of 1998 that STV's 20% stake in GMTV would be 
sold off to help raise cash for new acquisitions in England, since the company continued 
to have no debt and could easily afford new purchases.22 At the end of the year, Gus 
Macdonald left the company to become a Scottish Trade Minister.24 In 1999, Mirror 
Group sold its stake to Granada! 


2000s[edit] 


On 2 March 2006, it was announced by SMG plc (now 'STV Group plc’) that Scottish 
Television would revert to the brand name of 'STV', used from the start of colour 
broadcasting in 1969 until 30 August 1985, and which the station was still informally 
known as. At the same time, Grampian Television would also become known as STV 
North. The new-look branding was launched on 30 May 2006. 


In January 2007, the station launched separate news services for the East and West of 
the STV Central region, initially as a five-minute opt out within the 6:00 pm edition 
of Scotland Today on weeknights. 


2010s[edit] 


Regional news coverage was expanded again in May 2011 with the launch of separate 
half-hour editions of STV News at Six for the East and West and localised late night 
news bulletins each weeknight. 


STV were awarded local TV licences in January 2013 to operate two digital television 
channels in Glasgow and Edinburgh respectively, for up to 12 years.22 STV 
Glasgow launched on Monday 2 June 2014 with an expanded schedule of local news, 


features and entertainment programming. STV Edinburgh launched on 12 January 2015. 
The two channels were later closed and merged with three other local TV licences to 
form a new national network, STV2, in April 2017. Existing regional news bulletins 
continue to air on the main STV Central service. 


Studios[edit] 


STV's former Cowcaddens headquarters 


STV's Pacific Quay headquarters 


From the station's launch in 1957 until 1974, Scottish Television used the Theatre Royal, 
Glasgow on Hope Street as their main studio base and headquarters. Secondary studios 
at the Gateway Theatre on Leith Walk in Edinburgh were built in 1969 to accommodate 
more productions.& The new facilities at Edinburgh grew in importance following the 
fatal Theatre Royal fire in November 1969, which gutted Studio A and several 
production suites. 


Scottish's main base moved in 1974 to custom built facilities on Renfield Street 

in Cowcaddens on land opposite the Theatre Royal site.“ Construction began on the 
new base in 1972 - it was officially opened on 12 December 1974 by Princess 
Alexandra,22221 and expanded to accommodate further production in 1978. Following the 
completion of the new studio complex, the Theatre Royal was sold to Scottish Opera to 
become the first national opera house in Scotland, and the home of Scottish Opera and 
Scottish Ballet. 


Cowcaddens became Scottish's main studio base where the majority of their 
productions were based. However, with the growing use of independent production 
companies as a source of programming, the need for increased studio space was 
alleviated. New Scottish programming, such as Art Attack and How 2 from TVS was 
being made at the Maidstone Studios, where these programmes were formally based. 
As a cost-saving measure, the Gateway Theatre studios in Edinburgh, which for a time 
became the permanent studio home for Take the High Road, were closed in 1994. 


In 2006, the newly rebranded STV moved from their Cowcaddens base to a new, smaller 
building at Pacific Quay alongside the headquarters of BBC Scotland.®! As a result of the 
move, the entire Cowcaddens site, with the exception of an extension containing The 


Herald and Glasgow Evening Times newspapers, was demolished and redeveloped in 
2007.2242 STV's Edinburgh operations are now based at small studios in Fountainbridge. 


Presentation|[edit] 


Scottish Television ident 1985-88 


Scottish Television ident, January 1989-92 


Scottish Television's first on-air symbol featured the Lion Rampant of Scotland. Initially a 
static caption, an animated ident was introduced by 1965 in which the lion would spin 
inside a box, though this later modified as a simple zoom in following, according to 
some reports, a complaint from The Lord Lyon King of Arms, the man in charge of 
protecting Scotland's heraldry.“4 The station's first theme was a specially composed 
piece by Geraldo entitled Scot/andia, which began each day's broadcasting - the theme 
continued to be heard until August 1985. 


After the start of colour broadcasting, the lion rampant symbol was replaced within a 
year by a stylised 'STV' logo. The solid STV lettering would be met by an outline of the 
lettering and the background would turn blue once both had met, accompanied by a 
trumpeted fanfare. Throughout the 1970s and up until 1985, this stylised STV was used 
as either a static caption, or form up from a patterned design that was supposed to 
represent tartan. Accompanying the look was a clock against a blue background with 
the white STV logo forming a pattern across the screen. 


On 31 August 1985, the station revived the ‘Scottish Television’ branding and 
introduced a computer generated thistle ident designed by Martin Lambie Nairn. 
Occasional special idents were also produced including a modified logo to mark the 
station's 30th anniversary in 1987, while the main ident was largely replaced in January 
1988 in favour of a new set of seasonal and themed idents, but the 1985 clock was kept 
in use. The thistle logo was modified on 2 January 1989 to create a 2D identity which 
would remain in use until 27 February 2000, under various guises, updated on 1 January 
1993 and on 6 October 1996, respectively.“ Scottish did use the first national ITV ident 


from 1 September 1989 but used it in conjunction with its own branding but this was 
dropped by November/December 1989. 


Scottish maintained in-vision continuity throughout its first thirty years on air. In later 
years, the station relied less on in-vision links compared to other ITV stations, although 
duty announcers also presented short regional news bulletins produced by the Scotland 
Today newsroom. In-vision continuity was confined to overnight junctions in February 
1988 following the launch of 24-hour broadcasting and the start of the Scottish Through 
the Night service. The practice was abandoned in October 1991, when the overnight 
strand was relaunched as Scottish Night Time. 


Scottish refused to adopt the 1999 ITV generic look and instead, alongside Grampian 
Television, launched a new on-screen logo on 28 February 2000, featuring a blue square 
with the words ‘Scottish TV' - a new set of 15 ident sequences featuring Scottish people 
and places was produced as part of the revamp. The presentation package remained in 
use until 6 January 2003, when Scottish and Grampian adopted the celebrity idents 
package, albeit with their own logos attached and also featuring Scottish and Grampian 


presenters. 


Former logo (2009-2014) 


The celebrity look remained until 2006, when the Scottish and Grampian names were 
traded in for one unified look: STV. The first ident package featured an elongated blue 
'S', with scenes of Scottish people in various locations passing around the 'S' from 
person to person in differing scenes, until one person places the S in the centre of the 
screen. An updated look was introduced on 23 March 2009, consisting of a picture 
postcard scene which would flip over to the right to reveal another theme. This flipping 
increases in pace and as the camera pulls back before the STV logo forms against a 
gradient blue background. 


On 2 June 2014, STV's logo was unified, along with Grampian's. The white "tv" is now 
situated on a gradient blue triangle, and three light blue curves now appear on the 3 
sides. The "S"' colours was changed to gradient light blue. 


Programmes[edit] 


A list of programmes made by Scottish Television. All programmes now come under the 
banner of STV Productions. 


News[edit] 
e Dateline (1960s-1973) e Scotland Now 
e Here and Now e Scotland Today (1972-2009) 


e Scotland This Week 


Current affairs[edit] 

e As / Please (1984) 

e Box 2000 

e Platform (1996-2004) 

e Politics Now (2004-2011) 

e From the Top (1976-79) 

e The Lion's Share (1974-75) 

e Reid About...USSR/Poland/Scotland (1988-90) 
e Question in Sport (1990s) 


Sport[edit] 

e The Celtic Park Hour (1996-1998) 

e Champions League Live (1992-2015) 
e Extra Time (1988-2000) 

e Football First (1999-2002) 


Features and documentaries[edit] 
7.30 for & 

A Ship from the Clyde (1960s) 
Action Line (1979-87) 

Acropolis Now (1986-1987) 

All Kinds of A Country (1983-86) 
Around 17 (1994) 

Artery (1998-2003) 

Bill Tennent Travels High Road (1970s) 
The Bowler and the Bunnet (1967) 
Britain: The Nazi Safe House (1987) 
Club Reps (2001-04) 

Celtic America 

Crime Desk (1975-88) 

Contract 736 (1967) “3 

Down to Earth (1980-82) 

Feeling better? (1986) 

Fit to Last (1976) 

The Five Thirty Show (2008-09) 
From the Top (1979) 

Education for Tomorrow (1980s) 
The Edge of land (1995-96) 

Encore for The Arts (1979-84) 

Get It On 

Green Pages (1992) 

Home for the Holidays 

Homelands 

The Home Show (1994-2004) 
House Call (1973-76) 

Home and Schoo! (1979) 


Scottish Assembly (1986-89) 
(Scottish) Report (1970-88) 
Scotland Friday (1970s-75) 
Scotland Today Reports (1972-77) 
Scotland Today Special (1987-2005) 
Scotland Tonight (2011-present) 
The Scottish 500 


The Ibrox Club Hour (1996-1998) 
Scotsport (1957-2008) 
STV Rugby (2009-2012) 


Homework (1984) 

Hooked on Scottish (1996-2000) 
The Hour (2009-11) 

Kay's Originals (1989) 

Kirsty (1993-96) 

Live At One Thirty (1986-87) 
Meet Paul Coia (1981) 

The Maverick Millionaire (1986) 
Moneywise (1976-82) 

Moviejuice (2000-present) 

The Munro Show (1990-92) 
Natural Born Winners? 

NB (1989-97) 

The Nightshift (2010-2015) 

Once Upon Upon A Song (1987) 
One in a Hundred (1981) 

Out and About (1987) 
Paramedics (1993) 

Painting In Scotland (1972) 

The Point 

Positively Unemployed (1984-85) 
Time Out With Tennent (1965) 
The Real MacKay (for stv.tv, 2007-11) 
Rescue (1990) 

Room at the Top/Summer at the Top (2000-0 
Safe as Houses (2007) 

Sea Kingdoms (2003) 

Scotching the Myth (1990) 
Scotland's Story (1984) 


Entertainment[edit] 


A Game of Two Halves (1995-97) 
All Kinds Of Country (1983-85) 
Alastair: One Man and His Band (1981) 


The Adventures of Francie and Josie (1962-65) 
The Alexander Brothers Show (1960s-1976) 


Alec Finlay Show (1959) 


The Allan Stewart Show (1982) 


The Allan Stewart Tapes (1979) 
Aly Bain and Friends (1987-90) 


The Andy Stewart Show (1970s) 


Battle of the Comics (1976-77) 
Boiling Point 

Boxed Set (1998-2001) 

Burn Your Bills (2005) 

The Business Game (1992-97) 
The Better Sex (1978) 

Chart Bite (1994-96) 


Club Cupid (co-produced with STV North, 2006) 


Connolly (1970s) 

Dance Party Roof (1957-1960s) 

Devine Country 

Did You See Una? (1967-68) 

Do You Come Here Often? (1979) 

Funny You Should Say That (1984-86) 
Funny Farm/Comedy Rules (1990-94) 
The Golf Club (1997) 

Elaine: The Singer of the Song (1976-79) 
Hear Here/The Sound Of (1979-84) 
Hello, Good Evening and Welcome (1976-9)5! 
Highland Showboat (1976) 

In Concert (1977-86) 

Its Andy Cameron (1984) 


Jazz Concert 

Jazz at the Gateway 

The Jazz Series (1978-1981) 
Jazz Club 

Jigtime (1957-59) 


The Ken Fine Show (1995-98) 


Kenneth Mckellar at Home (1970s) 

The Larry Marshall Show (1960s) 

Larry Looks Lightly (1975-76) 

Late Edition (1995-96) 

Live at the Fringe 

The Music People (1967) 

Night Flyte (1989-92) 

Nippy Sweeties (1986) 

Now You See /t (1981-86) 

The One O'Clock Gang (1958 - 31 December 
1964) 

Over to Una (early 1960s - 1969) 

Passport Quiz (1998-2002) 

Postcode Challenge (2007-2011) 

Rikki (1966) 

The Rikki Fulton Hour (1965) 

Round Up (1960s) 

Scotch Corner (1972-76) 

The Scottish Home Service/Viv on Sunday (ea 
1990s) 

Shindig (1986-88) 

Snap! (1997-99) 

Split Second (1988) 

Star Parade (1980-85) 

Steve Jones I/lustratead/It's Friday and I'm Ste 
Jones (1978-79) 

The Steve Jones Programme (1980) 

Studio Downbeat (1960s) 

Studio One (co-produced with Border TV, 198. 
The Sydney Devine Show (1970s) 

Talking Scots (1979-83) 

The Terry Neason Show (1987) 
Thingummyjig (1976-83) 

This is Scotland (First programme broadcast c 
STV, 31 August 1957) 

Wheel of Fortune (1988-2001) 

Victor and Barry... (1987-89) 

The VJ's (1996) 

Whigmaleerie (1962) 

Win, Lose or Draw (1990-98) 

Would You Believe It (late 1970s) 


Dramal[edit] 


"2%" (1982) 

A Sense of Freedom 

The Advocates (1991-2) 
Albert and the Lion (1989) 
Bookie (1983)44 

Bookie (1988) 

The Campbells (1986-90) 
Charles Endell Esquire (1979) 
City Sugar (1980) 

Comfort and Joy (1984) 
Cracked (2008) 

Doctor Finlay (1993-6) 

The Flight of the Heron (1960s) 
Hess (1988) 

High Living (1968-1971) 
High Times (2004, 2008) 
The House on the Hill (1981) 
Garnock Way (1976-9) 
Markheim (1974) 

McCallum (1995-8) 

Missing (2006) 


Children's/Animation[edit] 


Art Attack (1993-2007; earlier series produced 


by TVS) 

Animal Fanatics 

Animates (1999) 

Anatole (co-produced with Nelvana and CBS) 
Birdz (co-produced with Nelvana and CBS) 
Butterfingers 


Captain Zed and the Zee Zone (co-produced 


with DIC Animation City and HIT Communications e 


PLC, 1991) 
Caribou Kitchen (co-produced with Ealing 


Animation / World of Wonder Productions, 1995- 


8) 


The Disney Club (co-produced with Buena Vista 


Productions, 1989-98) 

Dramarama 

Dumb Bunnies (co-produced with Nelvana and 
CBS) 

Fun House (1989-99) 

Get Wet (1997-8) 

Glen Michael's Cartoon Cavalcade (1966-92) 


Finders Keepers (1993-6; earlier series produced 


by TVS) 


New Found Land (co-produced with Grampian 
Television) 

New Found Films (co-produced with Grampiar 
Television) 

Northern Lights (1982) 

Out in The Open (1984) 

Preview (1980-4) 

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (1979) 

The Old Music Master (1982) 

The Queen of Scots (1967) 

Red Gauntlet (1960s) 

Rebus (2000-7) 

Scenes Like These (1976) 

Seesaw (1998) 

Short Story (1972-3) 

Skin Deep (1982) 

The Spaver Connection (1984)"8! 

The Stalker's Apprentice (1998) 

The Steamie (1988) 
Taggart (1983-2010) 

Take the High Road (1980-2003) 
Winners and Losers (1989)24 
Waiting for Elvis (1985) 


Mythic Warriors: Guardians of the Legend (co 
produced with Nelvana and CBS) 

Minty's Double (1998) 

Meeow! 

On Safari (2000) 

Our house (1997) 

Prove It! (co-produced with GeronimoTV, 200! 
Red Amber Green (1996-9) 

Rupert (Co-produced with Nelvana, 1992-7) 
Roundup 

Seumus (1985-6) 

Skoosh (1994-8) 

Shadow of the Stone (1987) 

Sherlock Holmes in the 22nd Century (co- 
produced with DIC Productions L.P. and Les 
Studios Tex, 1999-2001) 

Snug and Cozi (1996-7) 

Squeak! (2003-4) 

Stookie (1986) 

T.1.G.S (1995) 

Tales of Toodlebye (2001) 

The Blobs (co-produced with S4C) 


Flying Rhino Junior High (co-produced with 
Nelvana and CBS) 

Harry and the Wrinklies (1999-2002) 

How 2 (1990-2006) 

I Don't Believe It (1998) 

It's Not Just Saturday ( 1996) 

Ice Cream Machine (for Channel 5, 2004) 
The Hot Rod Dogs and Cool Car Cats 
Hurricanes (1993-7) (co-produced with DIC 
Productions L.P.) 

Inside Out (2000) 

Letter Go Round (2000-2) 

The Magic House (1993-5) 


Religion[edit] 


Morning Worship (contribution to the ITV 
network) 

By The Way (1980-5) 

Chapter and Verse (1975-85) 

Eikon (1993-2003) 

Eye to Eye 


Scots Gaelic[edit] 


About Gaelic (1979-86) 
Abair Spors (1992-4) 
Air An Urlar (Music) 
Air A Bhord (Features) 
Air A Charraig (1990s) 
Air an Spot (Quiz) 

1 2 Stri (Children's) 
Beachd (Features) 
Bilidh Bio Dach (1996) 
Cairt Turais (Features) 
Carlas (Features) 


References[edit] 


Twister (2001) 

Uncle Dad 

Upstairs Downstairs Bears (co-produced 

with CINAR; 1998-9) 

Walter Melon (co-produced with Saban 
Entertainment and Saban International Paris; 
1998-9) 

What's Up Doc (1993-5; earlier series produci 
by TVS) 

Wolf It (1993-6) 

wknd@stv (2009) 

Wemyss Bay 90210120511 


God's Rep (1990) 

Late Call 

Highway (contributions to the ITV network) 
No Easy Answer (1978-86) 

Seek the Truth 


Dein Fhein E! (DIY 1992) 

De Tha Seo? (1990-94) 
Ealadairean (Documentary) 
Failte (Features) 

Feis nan Coisir (1996) 
lomraiteach (Documentary) 
lomall nan Tonn (Documentary) 
Haggis Agus (1990-93) 
Machair (Drama) 

Mactalla (discussion programme) 
Nochd Gun Chadal (Music) 
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ITV Border 


BORDER 


Type 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitter 


S 


Headquarte 


rs 


Broadcast 
area 


Owner 


Dissolved 


x 


Region of television network 
ITV 
UK 


1 September 1961 (58 years ago) 


Caldbeck, Selkirk 
(formerly Richmond Hill, Whitehaven) 


Carlisle 


Cumbria (majority) 
Dumfries and Galloway 
Scottish Borders 
(formerly Isle of Man) 


ITV plc 


lost on-air identity on 


27 October 2002 (now known as ITV at 


all times) 


Former Border Television (1961-2004) 
names 

Picture 1080i HDTV, downscaled 
format 


to 16:9 576i for SDTV 


Affiliation ITV 


Official www.itv.com/news/border 
website 
Language English 


ITV Border, previously Border Television, is the Channel 3 service provided 

by ITV Broadcasting Limited for the England/Scotland border region, covering most 

of Cumbria, Dumfries and Galloway, the Scottish Borders and parts of Northumberland. 
The TV service previously covered the Isle of Man from 26 March 1965 until 15 July 
2009. 


Border Television was taken over by Granada plc in 2001; the service was renamed ITV 
Border in 2004 when Granada and Carlton, the two biggest ITV franchise owners in 
England and Wales, merged to form ITV plc. The licence for the region was transferred 
from Border TV to ITV Broadcasting Limited in November 2008. The legal name of the 
company was changed on 29 December 2006 from Border Television Ltd to ITV Border 
Ltd. This company is, along with most other regional companies owned by ITV plc, listed 
on Companies House as a "dormant company". 


As of 25 February 2009, the regional news programme Lookaround was broadcast from 
the studios of ITV Tyne Tees in Gateshead with news and advertising staff based at 
offices in Carlisle and Edinburgh. However, on 16 September 2013, a full regional news 
service for the Border region was restored as part of an extensive relaunch of the 
station's local programming. A sub-regional service for the south of Scotland was 
reintroduced in January 2014. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Timeline of Border Television 


Launch[edit] 


In May 1960, the Independent Television Authority (ITA) invited applicants to provide 
the ITV service for the Borders region - an area that covered the English counties 
of Westmorland and Cumberland, the south of Scotland and later, the Isle of Man. 


Prior to this, the ITA had moved away from the idea of satellite stations (companies 
owned by distant management as seen with Southern Television in the south of 
England) towards companies that had strong local ownership. The contract covered two 
new transmitters at Caldbeck, near Carlisle and Selkirk, near Saint Boswells in 

the Scottish Borders. Granada Television and ABC Weekend Television had laid a claim 
to providing service via Caldbeck whilst Scottish Television expressed a strong interest 
in Selkirk. The ITA rejected both these in favour of a new contract area and a new 
company to serve it - although they stipulated the area to be "marginal" in their plans 
and that applicants had to present a very strong business case for the area as well as 
the contract.” 


Two applications were received, one from Solway Television and another from Border 
Television. Border were chosen on the basis of their plans and management which was 
considered local but still featured names from large business (the then chairman 

of Reuters for example) and from the world of education. 


Launch was scheduled for February 1961 but construction problems with both 
transmitters resulted in delays until May of that year. As this led into the summer 
holiday period, Border asked for a launch delay as the break would affect advertising 
revenue. Accordingly, Border launched on Friday 1 September 1961,2 the 14th ITV 
station to go to air. 


During its first year of operation, Border made a profit unlike other regional companies 
in their initial year, and by its second year, it had covered its launch costs, due mainly 
to a 60% audience penetration in an area that, at the time, was largely ignored by 
the BBC. From Friday 26 March 1965, the Isle of Man was added to Border's coverage 
area. 


1970s and 1980s[edit] 


Initially, Border produced little for the network and concentrated on local programming, 
most notably its flagship local news programme Lookaround. Later, when ITV and 

the BBC were given permission to extend broadcasting hours to daytime, Border carved 
a niche for providing the ITV network with afternoon quizzes and light 

entertainment. Derek Batey, Border TV's Assistant Controller of Programmes, became 
the frontman for one of ITV's most popular daytime quiz shows of the 1970s and early 
1980s, Mr. and Mrs.. (A separate version of Mr. and Mrs. was also produced by HTV at 
the same time.) Batey also presented and produced the long-running chat show Look 
Who's Talking.2! Meanwhile, a 15-minute music show, The Sound of..., was seen across 
several ITV regions and featured The Spinners, British folk music band The Settlers and 
other similar artists. 


Financial and industrial problems began to hit the company during the 1970s - a fall in 
net profits to just £13,587, led to job losses and a cut in programme production in 
September 1975.“ In November 1978, a dispute with the ACTT (Association of 
Cinematograph, Television and Allied Technicians) led to 40 staff at the Durranhill 
studios being locked out for three weeks by management - several members of staff 
resorted to a sit in until the strike ended in stalemate and compromise. 


By 1980, Border was again in severe financial trouble owing to a national economic 
downturn which affected advertising revenue on the whole ITV network, with the station 
losing £70,000 before tax in October 1981. The situation was deemed so serious that at 
one point the company considered not re-applying for its licence when it expired in 
December 1981 - though it would prove successful, as it did in July 1967 and October 
1991.4 From January 1982, Border began broadcasting to south Cumbria from the 


Kendal transmitter which previously carried Granada. Border had lobbied the IBA for 
over a decade to serve the southern Lake District - a move backed by Cumbria County 
Council - while on the Isle of Man, officials voiced a preference to switch signals to 
Granada, citing inclusion in regional news coverage would benefit the tourism industry, 
with direct ferry links from Liverpool and Heysham. 


More industrial problems were to follow in November 1982 when Border closed for a 
month in a dispute over new technology, which ended only after letters asking for an 
improvement in industrial relations were withdrawn.” The dispute led to several 
members of management resigning - ™ with Jim Graham moving from the BBC to 
become managing director and Paul Corley joining as director of programming. Graham 
and Corley began to transform Border by targeting a greater presence on the ITV 
network, despite the company's weak financial position. Graham hired Melvyn Bragg to 
present new programming. The launch of Channel 4 in 1982 also bolstered Border's 
network portfolio - providing extra finance for many of the new programmes being 
produced from the Carlisle studios (themselves being expanded) and commissioning to 
make a number of programmes, most notably Land of the Lakes (presented by Melvyn 
Bragg), a music show entitled Bliss (hosted by Muriel Gray) and Border's very first 
sitcom, The Groovy Fellers with Jools Holland and Rowland Rivron.™ 


Border also expanded into children's programming during the 1980s with The Joke 
Machine, Crush A Grape, Pick A Number, Krankies Television, BMX Beat and 
contributions to Saturday morning series Get Fresh and Ghost Train“ (produced in 
conjunction with Tyne Tees Television, and others). Melvyn Bragg went on to become 
deputy chairman of Border Television in 1985 and its chairman in 1990.44 In 1996, he 
left the post” but remained on the board. 


Opt-out services[edit] 


In 1989, Border began providing a sub-regional service for Scottish Borders viewers 
served by the Selkirk transmitter, consisting of a short opt-out during Lookaround each 
weeknight. In April 1999, the opt-out was extended to cover Dumfries and Galloway and 
a dedicated Scottish news bulletin was introduced on weekday lunchtimes.22 


The following August, Border began to use the opt-out service to provide split coverage 
of sports and occasional political programming. The station also opened an Edinburgh 
bureau to provide coverage of the Scottish Parliament.22! 


Acquisition and takeover[edit] 


Border was unopposed in retaining its ITV franchise in 1991, with a bid of £52,000 per 
year (or £1,000 per week). 


In 1993, Border began its first venture into commercial radio when it was awarded the 
licence for a new regional radio station serving Central Scotland - Scot FM - in 
partnership with Grampian Television.“2) By May 1995, Grampian had brought out 
Border's stake in the company.” 


Border's second venture was Century Radio, conceived as the second regional station 
for North East England, on 1 September 1994, with John Myers (a former continuity 
announcer) as managing director and John Simons as programming director. During the 
rest of the 1990s, Border launched an additional Century radio station in Manchester 
while holding interests in a number of other stations including Sun FM in Sunderland 
and Cumbria's CFM Radio, and in 1997 formed a subsidiary, Border Radio Holdings, for 
its radio business.” 


In March 2000, a takeover battle broke out between Capital Radio and Scottish Radio 
Holdings for Border“# - the latter went on to state that Border's ongoing status as a truly 
independent media business was no longer a realistic option in a consolidating industry. 
un By April, Capital Radio had purchased the company“! and soon after sold Border's 
television assets to Granada Media Group for £50.5 million.24 Rumours over its future 
persistently dogged Border and it trod a difficult path to balance the interests of three 
different nations. As with many of the other ITV regional stations, a steady reduction in 
the range and quantity of its output continued its decline. 


In July 2006, it was announced that the Berwick-upon-Tweed transmitter was to transfer 
to Tyne Tees as part of the preparations for the digital switchover of the Border region 
in 2008, and to bring Berwick into line with the rest of the North East which was 
scheduled to switch over to digital in 2012.2% The transfer took effect from 13 December 
2006, although Border news programmes still carry stories about Berwick-upon-Tweed 
due to its proximity to the eastern Scottish Borders. 


Merger[edit] 


B 


ORDER 


ITV1 generic Border Television logo used between 1999-2002. ITV was used from 1999 before 
being changed to ITV1 in 2001. 


In 2008, the United Kingdom began its five-year programme to cease analogue 
television broadcasts as part of the switchover to Digital television starting with Border. 


Towards the end of his tenure as ITV plc executive chairman, Michael Grade began 
dismantling the ITV regional layout, arguing the existence of ITV Border "no longer 
makes sense" relative to the regional audience it serves.24221 Qn 12 September 2007, 
Grade announced plans to close ITV Border and merge the region with ITV Tyne Tees. 22! 


On 25 September 2008, Ofcom gave ITV the go ahead to merge the Border and Tyne 
Tees operations from early in 2009. Following a survey of Isle of Man viewers in autumn 
2008,24 coverage of the Isle of Man was transferred from ITV Border to ITV Granada on 
Thursday 16 July 2009.252621 ITV Border still serves the northern portions of the Isle of 
Man to this day. 


ITV Border's own regional news service ceased production on Tuesday 24 February 
2009, replaced by a dual-regional service the next day. The sub-regional service for 
southern Scotland was also closed. The main ITV Border newsroom is now based in the 
Kingstown area of Carlisle with reporters living and working in Carlisle, Dumfries, 
Edinburgh, Kendal, Selkirk and Whitehaven. 


ITV Border won the RTS awards for Best News Programme: Nations and 
Regions for Lookaround, whilst ITV Tyne Tees & Border was nominated in three 
categories in February 2011. 


Restoring a full regional service[edit] 


On 23 July 2013, proposals to reintroduce a full service of news and regional 
programmes for the ITV Border region were approved by OFCOM. In September 

2013, Lookaround was restored as a full half-hour programme on weekdays with shorter 
daytime and weekend bulletins reintroduced during the month.2! The programme 
continues to be broadcast from Gateshead with extra journalists recruited for 


newsgathering in the Border region, including a Scottish political editor in Edinburgh, a 
sports correspondent and district reporters. 


ITV Border was also required to reopen its former opt-out service for southern Scotland, 
previously utilized to broadcast split news bulletins and select STV programming. A 
minimum of 90 minutes a week of bespoke local programming is broadcast on ITV 
Border Scotland while viewers in Cumbria continue to receive network output. The opt- 
out service was launched on Monday 6 January 2014 and initially broadcast over 
Freeview only, with programmes also available on the ITV Border website.28 From mid- 
March 2015, the split Border Scotland service became available to satellite viewers, 
replacing Border (England) in the relevant area.) 


Studios[edit] 


Unlike some of the new ITV stations at the time, Border constructed a purpose-built 
studio centre, located in Brunel Way, Carlisle. The complex contained two production 
studios, a small continuity studio and a film interview studio. These were converted to 
colour with the station and were expanded and upgraded when demand increased 
following the launch of Channel 4. 


Following the merger of ITV Border's service with that of ITV Tyne Tees, the Border 
studios were closed and demolished in 2010. A new office for Border's news and 
advertising operations was opened in the Kingstown area of Carlisle with news reports 
being sent via file server to the ITV Tyne Tees & Border studios in Gateshead from 
where Lookaround and ITV News Border are broadcast. 


ITV Border also maintains a bureau for Scottish Parliament coverage in Edinburgh with 
district news reporters and camera crews based locally 

in Dumfries, Galloway, Kendal, Selkirk and Whitehaven. The Edinburgh bureau produces 
the southern Scotland political programme, Representing Border. 


Identity[edit] 


#FBORDER 


TELEVISION 


Border Television logo used from 1969 to 1989 


1A Border 


ITV Border logo from 2006-2013 


Throughout its history, Border has used one single logo, an abstract "B", known 
affectionately by locals as "The Chopsticks". It features a thick shape with a forker line 
crossing it and running either side of the shape. The overall shape represents a "B" for 
Border, with the background shape representing the catchment area and the line 
representing the border itself. The line actually divides the area into three parts, 
although one is very small: representing Scotland above the line, England below it, and 
the Isle of Man in the small area to the left. 


The launch identity was a black caption with the white logo and "Border Television" 
beneath, over an announcement. The start-up routine was symbolic because of its 
distinctive and unchanging music and the announcement stating: "This is Border 
Television, coming to you from the Caldbeck, Selkirk and Richmond Hill transmitters of 
the Independent Television Authority." and then, "This is Border Television broadcasting 
to Cumbria, South Scotland, the Isle of Man and North and West Northumberland, from 
the Caldbeck, Selkirk and associated transmitters of the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority." This was replaced when colour came to the region by the same contents, 
contained within a rectangle on a blue background with a Co/our caption outside the 
box. The colour caption was removed in the 1980s and the announcement said: "This is 
Border Television providing a full colour service to Cumbria, South Scotland, the Isle of 
Man and North and West Northumberland including Berwick-upon-Tweed, from the 
Caldbeck, Selkirk and associated transmitters of the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority." 


On 1 September 1989, Border adopted the ITV Generic look and used it until 5 
September 1993. Their version was mildly well suited, as the contents of the "B" were 
recognisable in the "V" segment of the logo. This look was extensively used, even in the 
news department. On 6 September 1993, the ident was changed to the Border logo 
revolving out of thin air and featuring a background of pastel colours. The music was 
retained from the generic look. Border also began to use in-vision continuity more 
heavily. 


On 5 September 1994, the logo was changed to update a Border logo into a 3D version, 
this ident features a 3D Border logo falling into place against an icy-cold cyan backdrop, 
which was set to the same as 1989 ITV Generic theme, and it remained for nearly 12 
months until 31 August 1995. Border also to use the same in-vision continuity again. 


On 1 September 1995, the logo was changed again with two different idents, a same 3D 
Border logo falling into place against a water-effect blue backdrop, which was set to the 
same tune as used previously but played on instruments to match the water theme. In 
another one, with the same sequence against a backdrop of spinning discs and blue and 
purple colours. New music was also composed featuring deep basses. The whole effect 
was to make Border have an authoritative and broadcaster tone. This package 
remained for four years until 7 November 1999. 


On 8 November 1999, Border adopted the second generic look along with the rest of the 
regions, but did not use their logo in this look. From then on, Border only used network 
designs for idents; as from 28 October 2002, Border idents featuring a celebrity with the 
ITV1 logo with the word Border underneath were used for local programming only. All 
other programming used network idents and from 1 November 2004 no regional idents 
existed. Local productions are now attributed on-screen to 'ITV News and Current Affairs 
Border’ and ITV Border. 


Programmes[edit] 

Current programmes 

e Border Life (Southern Scotland only) e ITV News Lookarou 
e ITV News Border e Representing Bord 
e Around the House (also broadcast on ITV Tyne Tees) e Border Sport In Fox 


Past programmes 


e The Andy Stewart Show? e Hindsight (1981-8; 
e APB ¢ Homegrown 


Bliss (1985)2u 

BMX Beat 

Border Folk 

Border Forum (1970-77) 
Border Greats 

Border Month (1972-79) 
Border Parliamentary Report (1972-78) 
Border Stories (1999-2004) 
Cock of the Border (1960s) 
Crush a Grape 

Galloway Ceilidh (1979) 


Krankies Televisior 
Law of the Lakes 
Look Who's Talkinc 


Mr. and Mrs. 


Pick a Number (19! 
Revelations (1984- 
Scene Shed (1980: 
Studio One (1976-§ 
The Joke Machine ( 
The Sound of.... (1 
Trailblazing 

Try For Ten (1968- 
Way of the Lakes 
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This is a timeline of the history of Border Television. 


1960s[edit] 


e 1960 
o Border Television is awarded the contract to provide an ITV service for the 
English counties of Westmorland and Cumberland and the south of Scotland. 
u There had been one other applicant, from Solway Television. 


1961 

o 1 September - Border Television launches. The station had planned to go on air 
on February but construction problems with both transmitters resulted in delays 
until May. Border asked for a further delay as it felt that launching over the 
summer holiday period would affect advertising revenue. 


1962 
o Border manages to achieve a profit in its first year of broadcasting.™ 


1963 
o Border attracts a regional share of 60%. This success means that Border is able 
to pay off its start-up costs within two years of going on air. 


1964 
o No events. 


1965 
o 26 March - Border starts broadcasting to the Isle of Man. 


1966 
o No events. 


1967 
o No events. 


1968 

o August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 


1969 
o No events. 


1970s[edit] 


1970 
o No events. 


1971 

o 1 September - Border Television marks its tenth anniversary and begins 
broadcasting in colour, but initially only from Caldbeck as viewers served by 
the Selkirk transmitter had to wait until the following year for colour television 
broadcasts to begin. 


1972 

o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ITV is able to launch an afternoon service and Border carves 
out a niche for itself by providing the network with afternoon quiz programmes, 


most notably Mr. and Mrs. which was hosted by Border TV's Assistant Controller 
of Programmes, Derek Batey. 


e 1973 
o No events. 


e 1974 
o No events. 


e 1975 
o 4 September - Border announces that it may have to cut back programme 
production following a substantial fall in net profits. 


e 1976 
o No events. 


e 1977 
o No events. 


e 1978 
o No events. 


e 1979 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces Border Television off the air. The 
strike ends on 24 October. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o No events. 


e 1981 
o October - Border announces a loss of £70,000 before tax. The financial situation 
had been so dire that Border had considered not re-applying for the renewal of 
its licence. 


e 1982 
o 1 January - The Kendal transmitter is transferred from Granada to Border. 
o November/December - An industrial dispute forces Border to close for a month in 
a dispute over new technology, which ended only after letters asking for an 
improvement in industrial relations were withdrawn." 


e 1983 


o 1 February - ITV's breakfast television service TV-am launches. Consequently, 
Border's broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 


e 1984 
o No events. 


e 1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 
o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 


e 1988 
o 2 September - Border begins 24-hour broadcasting.“ 


e 1989 

o 13 February - For the first time ITV starts broadcasting a national weather 
forecast. Previously Border had aired its own regional weather forecast which 
they had broadcast at the end of their local news programmes and at closedown. 

o 1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. Border adopts 
the logo. 

o Border begins providing a sub-regional service for Scottish Borders viewers 
served by the Selkirk transmitter, consisting of a short opt-out 
during Lookaround each weeknight. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o Melvyn Bragg becomes chairman of Border Television. He had been deputy 
chairman since 1985. & 


e 1991 
o 16 October - Border is unopposed in retaining its licence to broadcast, allowing it 
to bid only £52,000 a year (or £1,000 a week). 


e 1992 
o No events. 


e 1993 

o 14 April - Border wins the licence to broadcast a radio service to northern 
Cumbria and south west Scotland. The station launches as CFM. Its studios are 
adjacent to those of the television station. 

o 6 September - Border stops using the 1989 corporate look and begins to use in- 
vision continuity more heavily. 

o December - Border branches out into radio when it was awarded the licence for 
a new regional radio station serving Central Scotland - Scot FM - in partnership 
with Grampian Television.“ The station also wins the north east regional licence. 


e 1994 


o 1 September - Border's first regional radio station launches when 100-102 
Century Radio begins broadcasting. 

o 5 September - Border updates its logo and presentation. 

o 16 September - In conjunction with Grampian Television, Border launches its 
second radio station - Scot FM launches. 


1995 

o May - Grampian buys Border's stake in Scot FM.2% 

o 1 September - Less than a year after its last refresh, Border once again updates 
its logo and presentation.24 


1996 
o No events. 


1997 
o 26 July - Border forms a subsidiary, Border Radio Holdings, for its radio business. 
[12] 


o 23 September - Border's second regional radio station, Radio 106, launches. 


1998 

o April - Border's struggling East Midlands station Radio 106 is relaunched 
as Century 106.13 

o 8 September - Border's third regional radio station, Century 106, opens, 
broadcasting across north west England. 

o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


1999 

o April - Border's sub-regional service for Scottish Borders viewers served by 
the Selkirk transmitter, consisting of a short opt-out during Lookaround each 
weeknight, is extended to cover Dumfries and Galloway and a dedicated Scottish 
news bulletin is introduced on weekday Ilunchtimes.24 

o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced.“ 


2000s[edit] 


2000 

o March - Capital Radio buys Capital Radio Group, when Capital Radio Group 
bought Border Television.2# 

o April- New owners Capital sell Border Television to Granada Media Group." 

o August - Border begins to use the opt-out service to provide split coverage of 
sports and occasional political programming. The station also opens an 
Edinburgh bureau to provide coverage of the Scottish Parliament. 


2001 
o No events. 


2002 
o 28 October - On-air regional identities are dropped apart from when introducing 
regional programmes and Border is renamed ITV1 Border. 


2003 
o No events. 


2004 

o January - The final two remaining English ITV companies, Carlton and Granada, 
merge to create a single England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc. 

o 1November - The famous chopsticks logo is seen for the final time. 


2005 
o No events. 


2006 
o 13 December - The Berwick-upon-Tweed transmitter transfers to Tyne Tees as 
part of the preparations for the digital switchover of the Border region in 2008.28 


2007 
o 14 November - The Eskdale Green, Gosforth and Whitehaven areas of Border's 
region becomes the first part of the UK to undergo digital switchover. 


2008 
o No events. 


2009 

o 25 February - ITV makes major cutbacks to its regional broadcasts in England, 
the Border and Tyne Tees regions are merged to form ITV Tyne Tees & 
Border. Lookaround is no longer broadcast from Carlisle, instead it is transferred 
to the studios of Tyne Tees in Gateshead. All of the separate sub-regional news 
programmes are merged pan-regional programmes although more localised 
news continues to be broadcast as a brief opt-out during the early evening 
programme, and with the exception of a monthly political programme, all non- 
news regional programming in the English regions ends. 

o 24 June - The Border region becomes the first in the UK to complete digital 
switchover. 

o 15 July - Coverage of the Isle of Man is transferred from Border to Granada. 


2010s/[edit] 


2010 

o Border's studios in Carlisle are closed and subsequently demolished. However, 
an office for Border's news and advertising operations is opened in the 
Kingstown area of Carlisle with news reports being sent via file server to the ITV 
Tyne Tees & Border studios in Gateshead. 


2011 
o No events. 


2012 
o No events. 


e 2013 


(0) 


(0) 


4 January - The Tyne-Tees news service is rebranded as /TV News Tyne Tees. 

4391 and pan-regional bulletins are branded as /TV News Tyne Tees & Border 

23 July - Proposals to reintroduce full regional services for the Tyne Tees and 
Border regions were approved by OFCOM, effectively leading to a demerger of 
the Tyne Tees and Border services. 

16 September - Lookaround and ITV News Tyne Tees are restored as fully 
separate regional programmes on weekdays with shorter daytime and weekend 
bulletins reintroduced.22 Both programmes continue to be broadcast from Tyne 
Tees' Gateshead studios with extra journalists recruited for newsgathering in the 
Border region. 


e 2014 


(0) 


6 January - Following instructions from regulator Ofcom, ITV reopens Border's 
sub-regional service for southern Scotland. 

12 January - The relaunching of the Southern Scotland service sees the launch of 
a new magazine programme called Border Life and a news magazine 
programme called Representing Border. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 
e History of ITV television idents 


e Timeline of ITV 
e Timeline of television in Scotland 
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ITV Tyne Tees 


TYNE TEES 


ro 


Type Region of television network 
Branding ITV 

Country England 

First 15 January 1959; 60 years ago 
air date 

TV Pontop Pike, Bilsdale, Chatton 


transmitter (formerly Burnhope) 


Headquarte 


Gateshead 


rs (previously Newcastle upon Tyne) 
Broadcast County Durham 
area eas 
Northumberland (majority) 
Teesside 
Tyne and Wear 
North Yorkshire (part) 
Cumbria (Alston area) 
Owner ITV plc 
Dissolved lost on-air identity on 
27 October 2002 (now known as ITV at 
all times) 
Former Tyne Tees Television (1959-1969) 
names 
Tyne Tees (1969-1996, 1999-2004) 
Channel 3 North East (1996-1998) 
Picture 1080i HDTV, downscaled 
format l 
to 16:9 576i for SDTV 
Affiliation ITV 
Official www.itv.com/news/tyne-tees 
website 
Language English 


ITV Tyne Tees, previously known as Tyne Tees, Channel 3 North East and Tyne 
Tees Television, is the ITV television franchise for North East England and parts 

of North Yorkshire.“ The analogue signals in the Tyne Tees region were switched off in 
2012, making the station, along with ITV London and UTV, one of the last ITV regions to 
solely broadcast digitally. Tyne-Tees Television Ltd and Tyne-Tees Television Holdings 


still legally exist. Each of these companies is, along with most other regional companies 
owned by ITV plc, listed at Companies House as a "Dormant company". 


Tyne Tees launched on 15 January 1959 from studios at a converted warehouse in City 
Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, remaining in the city until July 2005 when Tyne Tees 
moved to smaller studios in Gateshead. Tyne Tees has contributed various 
programming to the ITV network and Channel 4, as well as its regional output. Some of 
Tyne Tees' best known programming includes the groundbreaking music show The 
Tube, critically acclaimed adaptations of Catherine Cookson novels, and children's 
programmes such as Supergran. 


The ownership and management structure of Tyne Tees has altered across its history, 
particularly in various mergers with Yorkshire Television. The two stations were 
managed by Trident Television during the 1970s, and the two stations merged again in 
1992 to form Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television. A series of takeovers and mergers across 
the ITV network, instigated by the large groups Granada and Carlton, led to Tyne Tees 
becoming part of ITV plc in 2004. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Timeline of Tyne Tees Television 


Launch and the 1960s[edit] 


TYNE TEES 


TIT 


TELEVISION 
channel 8 


The station's first logo. The three Ts morphed from an anchor, reflecting the nautical influence of 
the station's name.“ 


Independent television was introduced to Britain in September 1955. Initially only 
available in the London region, commercial television steadily became available in other 
regions. After a financially difficult time for the first ITV companies, the Independent 
Television Authority (ITA) decided to offer independent television to the rest of the 
country and advertised for bids. Several offers were submitted, including from the 
existing four companies, to the ITA. North East England was the last of the English 
regions without a television transmitter. Sir Richard Pease headed a local consortium 
that included film producer Sydney Box and News Chronicle executives George and 
Alfred Black.©= This consortium, was chosen from among eleven applicants because of 
its strong local links, commitment to local programming, concentrating on regional 
topical matters, and educational and children's programmes. The contract was awarded 
on 12 December 1957. Experienced television executive Anthony Jelly was appointed 
as Managing director, although historian Andrew Spicer credits the Black brothers as 
the driving force and public face of Tyne Tees; George was programme director, and 
both brothers were prominent board members.“ The company opened its first 


Newcastle office at Bradburn House on Northumberland Street, and it was from there, 
on 3 January 1958, the company directors issued 300,000 ordinary shares at fours 
Shillings each.” 


Tyne Tees is named after two of the region's three primary rivers. ITA considered the 
original name, "North East England", was imprecise. Some of the consortium's 
suggestions were rejected: "Three Rivers Television" for being obscure, and "Tyne, 
Wear, and Tees" for being too long. Eventually, in October 1958, the name "Tyne Tees" 
was announced. The other major river, the Wear (which runs between the Tyne and 
the Tees), was represented within Tyne Tees' early signature tune "Three Rivers 
Fantasy”. 


The BBC transmitted their programmes from the Pontop Pike transmitting 

station in County Durham. The ITA built a new transmitter nearby at Burnhope, to cover 
an area from Alnwick to Northallerton, and west to Middleton-in-Teesdale. Television 
sets required a new aerial, the Yagi array, to receive the high frequency that the 
transmitter was using.” 


Tyne Tees went on air at 5 pm on 15 January 1959, three years after the first British 
independent television station, and the tenth such station to launch. The then-prime 
minister Harold Macmillan, who had been the Member of Parliament for the 

nearby Stockton-on-Tees for two decades, was interviewed live on the opening night. 
ua This was followed by a live variety show, named The Big Show, broadcast from a 
small studio.24 However, this local content was followed by an episode of the American 
police series Highway Patrol and an evening of entertainment programmes including / 
Love Lucy and Double Your Money.“ The full first night's programming was 


17:00 Three Rivers Fantasy - opening by the Duke of Northumberland. 
17:02 Robin Hood 

17:32 Popeye 

17:45 ITN News 

17:55 Local News 

18:30 Highway Patrol 

19:00 The Big Show, starring Dickie Henderson 
20:00 Double Your Money 

20:30 This Week 

21:00 Wagon Train 

22:00 ITN News 

22:15 Murder Bag 

22:45 | Love Lucy 

23:15 Epilogue read by the Bishop of Durham! 


In the 2006 documentary A History of Tyneside, veteran North East newsreader Mike 
Neville suggested that the launch of Tyne Tees enabled local people to be able to hear 
local accents and dialects on television, since early broadcasters, particularly those 
from the BBC, tended to speak in Received Pronunciation." Scholar Natasha Vall 
suggests that the station's commitment to broadcasting comedy helped establish a 
regional identity. George and Alfred Black had toured working men's clubs looking for 
material for television.2? Local comic Bobby Thompson was invited to host a solo show. 
However, poor ratings and an unenthusiastic cast led to the show's cancellation after 
barely a year." 


Where most independent television companies published their schedules in the 
magazine TV Times, Tyne Tees produced their own listings magazine. The Viewer was 
published by News Chronicle, a company with connections to the station through the 
Black brothers. It was produced to satisfy " ‘Tyne Tees' policy to be most regional of all 
the independent stations"."*! Initially produced from an office in Forth Lane, 

near Newcastle station, it moved to the City Road studios when Dickens Press took over 
publication in 1963. The magazine became the biggest selling magazine in the region, 
with a circulation of 300,000 per week. New contracts issued by the ITA in 1968 
stipulated that all ITV companies publish their listings in the 7V Times, which became a 
national magazine with regional variations for the listings."* After 498 editions,"* the 
last issues of The Viewer was published in September 1968." 


The first advertisement screened on Tyne Tees was for Welch's Toffee. The proprietor's 
niece is Denise, who would become a well-known actress and personality."* In 1959, 
Tyne Tees charged advertisers £100 for 15 seconds during prime time."* The station 
launched a marketing campaign in the 1960s to sell advertising time named ‘Through 
Plan'. One of the range of promotional material was a poster called 'Sweet Sixteen’, 
featuring photographs of 15 men accompanied by their full names, job titles and other 
formal history. The sole woman was simply referred to by her first name and 

her measurements. Historian Geoff Phillips comments that this "was a profound 
statement of the culture of the time"."* Tyne Tees produced Advertising Magazines 
(AdMags), which were programmes with a loose storyline designed to advertise several 
products within an edition. The 15-minute programmes each endorsed about 12 
products. Clients sat in the control room during rehearsals to ensure that their products 
were getting the exposure for which they had paid."”! 


A committee was established in 1960 under the leadership of British industrialist Sir 
Harry Pilkington to consider the future of broadcasting. The 1962 Pilkington 

Report criticised ITV, and Tyne Tees in particular. Some companies, historian Simon 
Cherry notes, were scrambling "very readily for the lowest common denominator ... 
Tyne Tees was notorious for avoiding minority programmes and putting out cop shows 
or westerns instead." 


1970s[edit] 


Tyne Tees cameraman on the banks of the River Wear in 1982. 


Following his report, Pilkington prompted the government to impose a levy on ITV's 
revenue, the effects of which were heightened by a recession in 1970 when revenue 
had declined by 12 percent in real terms. Despite a reduction of the levy, Tyne Tees 
was one of the contractors facing collapse. To ensure Tyne Tees' Survival, 

the ITA allowed it to affiliate with Yorkshire Television under a joint management 
company named ‘Trident Television’.“* The third 'prong' of Trident was intended to 
be Anglia Television, but the IBA ruled out their involvement.'° Trident Television was 


formed in March 1969 as a joint venture to sell advertisements for Tyne Tees and 
Yorkshire. Yorkshire and Tyne Tees then came under Trident's ownership on 1 January 
1974. For the first time, one company owned two distinct and separate ITV franchises 
although the new company was dominated by the larger, stronger Yorkshire whose 
shareholders owned 71.5 percent of the new company.” Trident had sales offices 

in London, where most agencies are located and where most advertising is bought and 
sold.'2) 


A major factor in the merger was that when UHF transmission was introduced in 1969 to 
accommodate colour television it was found that the key Bilsdale transmitting 

station in North Yorkshire so dominated the territories of both companies that its 
allotment to either individual company would have seriously prejudiced the coverage 
and sales revenue of the other. The ITA agreed that Tyne Tees and Yorkshire could be 
considered as one company for the purposes of selling airtime, while expressing their 
individual identities in their programming output.: 


A political scandal caused problems during one of Tyne Tees' franchise renewals. 
Producer Tony Sandford recalls that Lord Pilkington was sent by the ITA to question the 
station's executives.) One-time leader of Newcastle City Council T. Dan Smith had been 
convicted for accepting bribes concerning the redevelopment of Newcastle city centre. 
Pointing out that Smith became a director of the station, Pilkington asked why Tyne 
Tees failed to produce a documentary about a Newcastle politician, instead leaving it 

to Manchester-based Granada's current affairs programme World in Action.?® By the late 
seventies, Tyne-Tees's locally made programming amounted to an average of less than 
nine hours a week, with the remainder of programming from the ITV network. In 

1978, The Economist reported that a group called Northumbria Television, partially 
financed by local firms Bellway Holding and Swan Hunter, applied to the IBA to take 
over the franchise from the "tired" Tyne Tees for the two and a half years until the 
scheduled franchise renewal in 1981.25 


1980s[edit] 


Tyne Tees News Unit car. 


Yorkshire and Tyne Tees applied separately for renewal of the franchises in 1980, and 
each won.” However, the two companies were required to demerge from January 1982 
as a condition of the renewal of their ITV franchises.2224 The Independent Broadcasting 
Authority (IBA), the successor to the ITA, recognised the criticism, reported The 
Economist, "that Trident was London-dominated, overly diversified, and out of touch 
with the grass roots. It instructed Trident to set up both companies as independents and 
to retain only a minority shareholding in each."* The IBA imposed the condition that for 
the 1980 franchise round a company could only own one franchise, although it could 
earn up to 30 percent of another.2 By November 1981, Trident had sold all but residual 
stakes in the two companies (15% and 20% respectively).?8 When the new licences 


started in January 1982, Trident sold all but 30 percent of Yorkshire, and 25 percent of 
Tyne Tees.) 


During the 1980s, Tyne Tees began to develop separate services for the Northern and 
Southern halves of the region. From a small two-camera studio at Corporation House in 
the centre of Middlesbrough, Tyne Tees developed nightly opt-out news bulletins 

for Teesside, County Durham and North Yorkshire as part of the flagship magazine 
programme Northern Life. The company also pioneered non-news programming for the 
two sub-regions, including the nightly Epilogues, which ended a 29-year run in 
September 1988 when Tyne Tees commenced 24-hour broadcasting although it had run 
an on-screen /obfinder teletext service throughout the night since November 1987. 


Meanwhile, developments in satellite and cable television, in addition to the two BBC 
channels and the new Channel 4, began to put pressure on ITV's finances. ITV lost 
3 percent of advertising between 1993 and 1994. 


1990S[edit] 
1993 Franchise Round and Yorkshire-Tyne Tees merger[edit] 


In 1990, Yorkshire bought Vaux Breweries' 19 percent stake in Tyne Tees, costing 

£5.1 million.2224 In the same year, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher initiated a blind 
auction system, through the Broadcasting Act 1990, through which companies had to 
bid for the regional franchises. This system was to be used in the 1991 franchise round, 
which caused large changes to the network. Granada Television, the franchise holder 
for North West England, had long thought that the North of England should consolidate 
to "counter the potential dominance of the south east". Tyne Tees outbid their main 
competition by £10 million; their main challenger was 'North East Television’, which was 
backed by Granada, Border and local newspaper the Evening Chronicle.” Along 

with HTV and Yorkshire, Tyne Tees believed that they had to bid high to win. These 
companies bid so high that the Independent Television Commission seriously 
considered rejecting the business plans of each in turn and disqualifying them. 
However, they eventually decided in their favour.2482 Together, the now-merged 
companies were committed to paying about £60 million a year to the government for 
the right to broadcast, a substantial amount compared to the £2,000 bid by Central, 
ITV's largest station. 2! 


New regulations from the ITC allowed Yorkshire to merge with Tyne Tees, this time 
under the name Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television plc (YTT), although their ITV franchises 
remained separate." The merger allowed the companies to avoid collapse following 
their high franchise bids.%# This was the first step to ITV becoming one company in 
England and Wales.” The merger led to the culling of staff.) YTT's two largest 
shareholders became Pearson and LWT." From 1 January 1993, Yorkshire and Tyne 
Tees broadcast all regional programmes simultaneously, affecting programming that 
had been shown at different paces in different regions (such as Blockbusters and the 
Australian soap operas The Young Doctors and Prisoner: Cell Block H). Most of the 
regional programming was produced by Yorkshire and broadcast across the two 
stations, an area that the ITC considered too broad to be of local interest. ®® 


Broadcasting standards[edit] 


The annual cost of the franchise began to take its toll on the company. At the end of 
1993, the company revealed that it was heading for a pre-tax loss in the 1992-93 fiscal 
year instead of the expected profit. Chairman and chief executive Clive Leach was 
sacked as a consequence. According to Variety, YTT "oversold its airtime to advertisers 
and failed to meet its ratings targets, resulting in a huge revenue shortfall estimated by 


analysts at over $20 million.""?! The industry newspaper also reported that the company 
"attempted to bolster its flagging 1992-93 revenues by giving advertisers deep 
discounts for advance airtime bookings made for the following year." Local MP Peter 
Mandelson wrote to the Secretary of State for National Heritage, David Mellor, in June 
1992, saying "Yorkshire and Tyne Tees are motivated by the interests of their 
shareholders, not their viewers, and need to make urgent savings ... it is quite clear that 
this is not so much a merger but a gobbling up of a smaller franchise held by a larger 
company."&7 


Yorkshire-Tyne Tees were repeatedly warned over worsening standards at the 
Newcastle-based station and at one point the Independent Television Commission (the 
then-governing body of ITV) threatened to revoke the Tyne Tees licence if the situation 
did not improve. In 1993 the MP Ann Clwyd described Tyne Tees as having been 
"stripped of any meaningful identity since its take over by Yorkshire TV" and lan 
Ritchie, Managing Director at Tyne Tees, left the company over a widely publicised 
disagreement with the Yorkshire-Tyne Tees board over what he saw as an unacceptable 
drive to centralise the company, including the complete closure of all non-news 
operations at Newcastle and a proposal to close the City Road studios. In October 
1993, Yorkshire TV's founder Ward Thomas was brought in to stabilise the situation at 
the company and quickly returned the company to profitability. "° 


Bruce Gyngell appointed chairf[edit] 


The Channel 3 North East branding, introduced in 1996, was derided by viewers. Granada 
removed the branding in 1998.) 


Bruce Gyngell, the former chairman of breakfast station TV-am, became YTT's 
managing director on 15 May 1995.1 On 16 March 1996, the presentation department 
in Newcastle was closed, and continuity was centralised in Leeds. (Transmission for the 
station had already been handled by Yorkshire since 1993). To halting "a slide in 
viewing figures and reflecting confidence in the region", in September that year, 
Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television plc rebranded its stations as Channel 3. 

421 The Broadcasting Act 1990 had made Channel 3 the ‘official’ name for ITV," and "3" 
was the preset used by most television sets and videocassette recorders (VCRs) for ITV. 
However, the attempt in 1989 to create a generic identity across the ITV network was 
decommissioned within three years. Promoting the new brand, Gygnell said, 
"Everyone refers to this region as 'the North-East’ and we want it to be known that we 
are part of this great region and moving with it."“ Tyne Tees acquired the brand 
"Channel 3 North East", with 'Tyne Tees Television’ still being retained as the company 
name. 


Acquisition by Granada[edit] 


On 26 June 1997, Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television plc was acquired by the Granada 
Media Group plc (now ITV plc). The takeover concentrated ownership of the ITV 
network into three large groups: Granada, Carlton and United News & Media.'*”! 


The new guidelines, published by the ITC in 1998, about the Channel 3 licence renewals 
signalled substantial cuts in the companies' payments to the Treasury.“ Licences 
awarded in 1991 were due to expire in January 2001. However, companies, including 
Tyne Tees, which had bid high in 1991 were allowed to apply early to try to win financial 
relief. The new 10-year contract began in January 1999." In 1999, the cost of 

the tender fee that Tyne Tees was paying fell to £46 million, from the £70.5 million that 
it paid in 1998.49 


2000s[edit] 


EFFE FEES 


This logo, used from November 1999 until October 2002, was generic to the ITV network, with 
each region's familiar logo appearing in a smaller form. The "ITV1" logo was added to the logos 


and idents in August 2001.5% 
Tyne Tees 


The design of the 2006 to 2013 logo was generic to the ITV network. 
ITV centralisation[edit] 


Days after the two largest companies in the network, Granada and Carlton, announced 
that they would merge, the regional names were withdrawn from networked 
programming in an "attempt to make ITV1 more marketable nationally with a single 
generic brand."“# (Scottish, which doesn't trail any of the network shows under any ITV1 
branding, Grampian, Ulster and Channel, each kept their own names but used their own 
versions of the new look.'“!) Tyne Tees Television was rebranded as ITV1 Tyne Tees on 
28 October 2002." The name "Tyne Tees" only appeared before regional programmes; 
the rest of the time, only the "ITV1" name was shown. The Tyne Tees logo continued to 
appear after its own programmes.“ Graeme Thompson was appointed MD and 
Controller of Programmes at ITV Tyne Tees in 2004, having been appointed Director of 
Broadcasting in December 1997 and then Controller of Programmes in 2001. He 
became Dean for Arts, Design and Media at the University of Sunderland in June 2009." 


In 2004, Granada plc and Carlton Communications merged, creating a single company 

for all ITV franchises in England and Wales. Tyne Tees became part of ITV plc, the 

largest television production company in the world, which now owned 90 percent of ITV. 
] 


[52 


On 9 February 2005, Ofcom issued a proposed timetable for ending analogue terrestrial 
television transmissions as part of the switchover to digital television. Tyne Tees was 
the penultimate region to cease broadcasting in analogue, which occurred during 
September 2012. Tyne Tees took over the relay transmitter at Berwick-upon-Tweed in 
December 2006 from Border Television in order to extend the deadline of the town's 
upgrade to digital TV by four years, since Border was the first to switch off its analogue 
signal in 2008.57 


In September 2007, Executive Chairman of ITV plc Michael Grade announced that as 
part of ITV's five-year business strategy, Tyne Tees' newsroom would merge with Border 
Television.® Politicians have expressed concern, however, that the merger would affect 
the quality of news for southern Scotland, in particular, would fail if it lost its customised 
bulletins." The changes would mean that aside from the merged Border-Tyne Tees 
regional news and political programmes, the station could broadcast only 25 minutes of 
dedicated North East news every weekday. In October 2008, the National Union of 
Journalists threatened industrial action if ITV tried to force any of the changes without 
discussion. Between December 2008 and February 2009, around 50 staff at the 
station were made redundant or accepted voluntary redundancy, including presenters, 
journalists and production staff. The new merged ITV Tyne Tees & Border service 
launched on 25 February 2009.1 


Bullying at Tyne Tees[edit] 


In March 2009, The Guardian newspaper reported that there was bullying at Tyne Tees 
that lasted for six years. One manager was accused of using inappropriate language 
about people with disabilities, women reporters, Chinese people and gypsies. The 
manager was disciplined after one inquiry, but then more journalists complained about 
the same manager. The manager defended himself by claiming he was using black 
humour. He finally left the company with a pay-off of about £50,000. The 

original whistle blower left the company in 2006 and was paid £80,000 after threatening 
to take his case to an employment tribunal.” Following this incident, ITV adopted an 
anti-bullying programme. An ITV spokesman advised that the total cost of the five 
bullying investigations was £1 million.” 


2010S[edit] 


On 23 July 2013, proposals to reintroduce fully separate regional news services for the 
ITV Tyne Tees and ITV Border regions were approved by OFCOM. On 16 September 
2013 both /TV News Tyne Tees and Lookaround were restored as two single 30-minute 
regional programmes on weekdays with separate shorter daytime and weekend 
bulletins reintroduced. '**! 


Studios[edit] 


Two converted warehouses provided the base for Tyne Tees on City Road until 2005. 
Main article: Television Centre, Newcastle upon Tyne 


Tyne Tees's original studios were located on City Road, Newcastle upon Tyne and were 
converted from two furniture warehouses purchased by the company. These new 
studios formed the basis of Tyne Tees operations and featured the company offices. The 
location was deliberately chosen because of its proximity to the telephone exchange in 
Carliol Square. Television signals were relayed by land-line from the studios to the 
switching centre; a distance between the studios and the exchange greater than 1 mile 
(1.6 km) would have significantly increased the cost of receiving the networked 
programmes from the other ITV stations.®” 


The complex initially contained four studios, with a fifth built in 1981 to accommodate 
productions for Channel 4. Two nearby pubs, The Egypt Cottage and Rose & Crown, 
became affectionately known as Studio 5 because of the amount of time that the 
station's staff spent in them. Scottish and Newcastle Breweries offered to sell the 
adjacent The Egypt Cottage to the station when it was established, but Tyne Tees 
declined. However, the upstairs room was used as rehearsal space, and the pub would 
regularly feature in the '80s music show The Tube.) 


Tyne Tees has been based on the Gateshead bank of the River Tyne, just south of the mouth of 
the River Derwent, since July 2005. 


The complex continued until 2004 following the merger of Granada and Carlton to 

form ITV plc. As a result of the merger, ITV plc had (according to the company) an over- 
capacity of studio facilities and production units around the country, which had 
previously been rivals, but were now all part of the same group. In order to save money, 
several large regional headquarters, studio sites and programme departments closed 
and merged. The decision was taken to close the City Road studios and relocate to a 
smaller purpose-built complex housing a newsroom and studio, resulting in the loss of 
up to 30 jobs.» A documentary about the move to new premises, The Big Move, 
reflected that over the years the staff numbers had dropped by about 800, and around 
170 people would be moving to the new site.) 


Tyne Tees moved to Television House at The Watermark, a new business park adjacent 
to the MetroCentre in Gateshead, in 2005. The first broadcast from their new base took 
place on 2 July 2005.’ Along with the move, news reporters had to learn a range of new 
skills, such as editing their own reports. The new practices contrasted with early 
reporting, which had an average crew of five. The new equipment required only a 
camera operator, who could also operate sound equipment, and a reporter. Television 
House also acts as a base for ITV SignPost, Britain's biggest supplier of British Sign 
Language (BSL) services for television, video, CD-ROM, DVD, film and the Internet. '*! 


In 2010, the studios at City Road along with the neighbouring pub, the Egypt Cottage, 
were demolished with plans for a residential development on the site. 


Tyne Tees also has smaller studios and offices in Billingham, York, London and within 
the Media Centre at the University of Sunderland.' 


Sub-regions[edit] 


Tyne Tees operated two sub-regional news programmes from around 1983 until 2009, 
having been a commitment in the 1980 contract round. An opt-out was used from the 
main North East Tonight bulletin that would feature news from each area.4 These two 
sub-opts were: 


e Tyne Tees North - Broadcasting from the Pontop Pike and Chatton transmitters to 
viewers in Northumberland and Tyne and Wear. Bulletin presented by normal team 
from Newcastle Studio. !=!871 

e Tyne Tees South - Broadcasting from the Bilsdale transmitter to viewers in County 
Durham, North Yorkshire and the Tees Valley. During the 1980s and early '90s, this 
was a recorded segment (complete bulletins during weekday afternoons) 
presentation of which alternated between Newcastle and Middlesbrough studios 
(Tyne Tees was unable at the time to broadcast different content live to both 
transmitters simultaneously and so had to pre-record the southern opt even when 
presented from Middlesbrough). From 1993-5 a completely separate broadcast 
"Network North" was produced from new studios in Billingham (this was intended by 
YTTTV to be broadcast on some YTV transmitters, and was advertised in the press as 
such, but in reality it went out on Tyne Tees only. Both local news programmes were 
renamed Tyne Tees News in 1996). From September 1996 a live 15-minute 
broadcast from Billingham was inserted into "North East Tonight", which continued 
until 2005 when separate live programmes were produced from the Gateshead 
studios, before these ended in 2009. For nearly a decade during the 1990s and 
2000s, the Billingham studios were used for the pan-regional late weekday bulletin, 
and for a time in the early 2000s Billingham was also used for a sub-regional version 
of "North East Today", a daytime magazine programme. 


As part of a cost saving initiative within ITV plc, Michael Grade announced in 2007 that 
the regional news service would be reduced from seventeen distinct news programmes 
and services to nine, affecting all the sub-regional services. As a result, all Tyne Tees 
sub-opts were ceased immediately. As part of the same plans, he also announced that 
Tyne Tees would be merged with Border Television, subject to Ofcom approval which 
occurred the following year, resulting in one large programme covering both regions. 
The two services were demerged in September 2013 and ITV News Tyne Tees and ITV 
Border once more began making their own 30 minute news programmes, although 
unlike other ITV regions which had offered sub-regional services, the Tyne Tees opt-out 
services were not reinstated at this time. Ss 


Station identification[edit] 


TYNE TEES 


The logo with which Tyne Tees was most identified. Various versions were used in the 1970s to 
the 1990s, and it was integrated within some generic ITV logos in the late 1990s.' 


The station identification, or idents for short, of Tyne Tees varied over time; however, 
most were based the letters TTTV arranged in a box format. The launch ident featured a 
white anchor which then gradually turned into three letter T's alongside each other. 
This ident was accompanied by a shortened version of the station's signature 

tune "Three Rivers Fantasy", a specially commissioned work by composer and 

arranger Arthur Wilkinson. The musical overture merged several regional folk tunes, 
such as "Water of Tyne", ending in The "Blaydon Races"." Part of the medley was 
based upon "The Sailor's Hornpipe”. 


The arrival of colour to ITV in 1969 led the companies to re-evaluate their on-screen 
identities. Tyne Tees replaced the triple-T logo in 1970 with the basic layout of two 
letter Ts above 'TV’, an icon which would be incorporated into many future redesigns. 
Commentator Andrew Bowden observes that this interlinked design remains strongly 
associated with the company.’ The ident also introduced the blue and yellow colour 
scheme that would remain in use for many years. The dark blue was popular amongst 
ITV contractors because it closely approximated to black on a black and white television 


set. The version of the logo included the word 'COLOUR’, boasting the new technology. 
70}[71 


In 1979, the ident was modified once more to remove the word colour and to give it a 
more dynamic form up. The result was the yellow logo flying down onto a black 
background before the outline extended out towards the screen, set to 

a synthesised tune. The name 'Tyne Tees' then flew in below and the background colour 
faded to blue.” 


The ident was again redesigned in 1988, in which the colour scheme was reversed and 
lighter shades of blue and yellow used. The form up was also altered to water flowing 
along sand, before the water divided into the Tyne Tees logo. The logo used computer 
animation for the first time 221221 


However this bold new look was not to last, as Tyne Tees adopted the 1989 ITV generic 
look. The look consisted of the top left corner of the logo being inserted into the 'V' 
segment of the ITV logo, with the station name placed underneath the Tyne Tees ITV 
logo. However, not every ITV station embraced the new logo, and Tyne Tees abandoned 
it in 1991.7431 


The generic ident were replaced with ones produced by Tyne Tees, featuring a large 
reflective block which the viewpoint rotated around, before panning up to reveal it is the 
Tyne Tees logo. The music from the previous generic look was retained. Three 


variations were used, one with a black background, one with a multi coloured 
background and one with a grey background, with each version taking over from its 
predecessor after only a few months of use. “sruma 


In 1992, Tyne Tees dropped their famous logo which they had previously been using 
since 1970 and opted instead for four separate letters stacked atop each other like 
previously accomplished spelling TTTV. The form up was over a grey background with a 
line moving across the screen, forming the letters as they went. '# 


When Tyne Tees adopted the Channel 3 North East branding in September 1996, the 
traditional "TTTV" logo arrangement was dropped in favour of a large '3', with the region 
written to the left of the '3'.“" The name "Tyne Tees Television” was only seen in small 
letters at the bottom of the screen, whereas Yorkshire, who also adopted the Channel 

3 brand a month later, was allowed to keep its 'chevron' logo alongside the '3'.75 On- 
screen announcements said, "This is Tyne Tees Television, broadcasting on Channel 3 in 
the North-East." The new branding was launched on 2 September 1996, with "Going 
Home (The Theme of the Local Hero)" by Mark Knopfler regularly accompanying ident 
sequences." Following Granada's takeover in June 1997, the Channel 3 branding was 
scrapped in March 1998." As Bob Conlon, regional executive with the Independent 
Television Commission, said: "People never really grasped the name - it didn't exactly 
trip off the tongue and it was still referred to as Tyne Tees Television, because it has 
been there for years.""4 All other regions in the network had retained their own 
identities rather than conforming to the generic ‘Channel 3' brand.'*! 


The "TTTV" logo returned to television screens in a new form, "three-dimensional gold 
metallic lettering on a blue background", on 9 March 1998.44 This logo was more 
stylised than the 1992 equivalent and kept the music used throughout the '3' era. 
However, dual branding with the "ITV" name was introduced a year later, as part of 
the 1999 generic look.5% In this, the Tyne Tees logo was reduced to minuscule 
lettering in a blue box at the top of the screen, with emphasis being placed on the 
station name and ITV logo. However, this ident was supplemented by an ident to 
introduce local programming. This ident introduced on 4 September 2000 featured a 
new logo: a TTTV variant that was simplified to strictly vertical, horizontal or diagonal 
lines only. An arc of circles also adorned the top right corner. The ident itself featured 
pictures from the region. However, despite the new logo, the new logo wasn't applied to 
the generic idents.’’!) 


From 28 October 2002, all network programmes were introduced with a generic ITV1 
ident. Regional programming used a generic ident with the name Tyne Tees below the 
ITV1 logo until November 2006, after which no regional idents existed.’ The Tyne Tees 
logo was last seen on production end boards until 2004, when they were replaced with, 
first an ITV logo, and then with an ITV Studios caption.”® 


Programming[edit] 


The station's founding executives George and Alfred Black used their theatrical 
background to produce a lot of light entertainment programming on Tyne Tees in the 
early years. One of the best known was The One O'Clock Show, a 40-minute variety 
show broadcast on weekdays.” After 1,098 editions and more than five years on air, 
the final show was broadcast in March 1964.7% Some editions of The One O'Clock 
Show were produced by David Croft, who would go on to co-write many BBC situation 
comedies. For Tyne Tees, Croft also directed and produced the Ned's Shed and Mary 
Goes to Market admags, as well as producing his first sitcom, Under New Management, 
set in a derelict pub in the North of England.” 


The bulk of Tyne Tees' output has been its regional programming, consisting of news, 
current affairs and local interest. Its longest running news programme was Northern 
Life, which ran from 1976 to 1992. The main news show has been rebranded several 
times; the current version is /TV News Tyne Tees.“ Until December 2008, local-interest 
programming was usually broadcast at 19:30 on Thursdays, which are low-profile slots 
due to the high-rating EastEnders being broadcast at those times on BBC One. Local 
non-news programming was also broadcast on early Sunday evenings and various late 
slots following News at Ten on Tuesday and Thursday nights. Such documentaries 
concentrate upon local history, landscape and architecture, such as the various shows 
by John Grundy. A monthly political programme, Around the House, continues to be 
produced for the Tyne Tees and Border regions. 


Tyne Tees was obliged to contribute programming for the ITV network, although the 
bulk of network programming was purchased from the largest stations. Tyne Tees 
contributed game shows to the network, including Crosswits (1985-98) and Chain 
Letters (1987-97). Tyne Tees became a prolific producer of children's entertainment for 
the ITV network in the 1970s and 1980s. From the late 1970s, it produced series such 
as The Paper Lads, Quest of Eagles, Barriers and Andy Robson. This continued into the 
1980s with How Dare You!, and weekday pop-music show Razzamatazz, a pop 
programme that attracted many major recording artists to appear in a 17:15 slot. 

81 Tyne Tees also managed the production of Get Fresh, a Saturday morning show 
hosted in various weeks by different ITV regions.“#82| Super Gran, based on a series of 
books about a grandmother with superhuman powers, was also successful in the mid- 
1980s.'*4) 


With independent production company Festival Films and Television, Tyne Tees 
produced several adaptations of books by local novelist Catherine Cookson. The second 
dramatisation, The Black Velvet Gown, was the number one drama of 1991, winning 

an Emmy Award for best TV drama.) Long-running soap opera Coronation Street was 
briefly produced at Tyne Tees' City Road studios in 1963 while all of the studios at the 
show's home, Granada Television in Manchester, were occupied by a production of the 
opera Orpheus in the Underworld." However, not all of the station's output has been 
successful. The 1997 soap opera Quayside was axed after 17 episodes after competing 
with the BBC's EastEnders. 21181 


Tyne Tees has also produced a wide range of music programming. One of the first 
attempts at reaching the teenage audience was Young at Heart, hosted by Jimmy 
Savile and Valerie Masters in 1960. In 1979, Tyne Tees launched two national 
series, Alright Now and Check it Out, the latter a mix of rock music and segments on 
youth-oriented social issues; among performances by established acts, the two shows 
offered early exposure to bands linked to the North East, notably Dire Straits and The 
Police „Luu 


The public entrance to Studio 5 at City Road gave The Tube its title. 


The most famous music show from the station, though, derived its name from the 
studios themselves. Produced for Channel 4, and first broadcast three days after the 


new station's launch in November 1982, The Tube acquired its name from the 
architecture of the public entrance to Studio 5, from where the show was broadcast, at 
the City Road complex. Under the direction of Gavin Taylor, The Tube filmed rock 
band Queen's 1986 Wembley concert for later broadcast and video and DVD release. 
‘21 Cameras bearing the Tyne Tees logo can be seen throughout the concert.'?! The 
Tube was dropped in 1987 as a result of falling audience figures and an incident 
involving Jools Holland, who cursed during a live trailer." A couple of months later, 
Tyne Tees launched another music show, this time for the ITV network. Whereas The 
Tube featured rock and punk bands and emerging musicians, Tyne Tees' The Roxy, 
concentrated on the mainstream UK singles chart. The show suffered, however, from 
not having a regular slot on the ITV network. Also, unlike The Tube, which had gained a 
loyal fanbase and respect from artists, mainstream acts were reluctant to travel to 
Newcastle for a three-minute performance when they could appear on the BBC's more 
established Top of the Pops in the more accessible London. 
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This is a timeline of the history of Tyne Tees Television. 


1950s[edit] 


e 1959 
o 15 January - At 5pm, Tyne Tees Television launches. 


1960s[edit] 


e 1960 
o No events. 


e 1961 
o No events. 


e 1962 
o Tyne Tees receives significant criticism in the 1962 Pilkington Report criticised 
ITV, and Tyne Tees in particular. Some companies, historian Simon Cherry notes, 
were scrambling "very readily for the lowest common denominator ... Tyne Tees 
was notorious for avoiding minority programmes and putting out cop shows or 
westerns instead." 


e 1963 
o No events. 


e 1964 
o March - The final edition of Tyne Tees' lunchtime variety programme The One 
O'Clock Show is broadcast. Consequently, Tyne Tees no longer transmits at 
lunchtime, and does not do so again until 1972. 
o 30 March - Tyne Tees introduces a nightly regional news programme 
called North East Newsview. Previously, regional news had consisted of short 
bulletins and a weekly Friday night programme called North East Roundabout. 


e 1965 
o No events. 


e 1966 
o No events. 


e 1967 
o No events. 


e 1968 
o August - Atechnicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 
o September - The final issue of Tyne Tees’ listings magazine The Viewer is 
published. After this, listings are carried in the magazine TV Times 


e 1969 

o Tyne Tees’ regional news programme is renamed Today at Six. 
1970s[edit] 
e 1970 


o 17 July — Tyne Tees Television starts broadcasting in colour. 

o August - Yorkshire and Tyne Tees Television announce plans to merge when the 
two are brought under the control of a new company, Trident Television Limited, 
which is formed to deal with the problem of effective usage of the Bilsdale 
transmitter and the allocation of airtime. 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ITV is able to launch an afternoon service. 


e 1973 
o No events. 


e 1974 
o 1 January - The 1974 franchise round sees the Bilsdale transmitter, based on the 
border between Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television and much 
disputed over, transferred from Yorkshire to Tyne Tees. 


e 1975 
o No events. 
e 1976 
o 6 September - Northern Life replaces Today at Six as Tyne Tees’ regional news 
programme. 
e 1977 


o 28 March - Tyne Tees Television begins a nine-week trial of breakfast television. 
The experiment ends on 27th May. 


e 1978 


o No events. 


e 1979 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces Tyne Tees Television off the air. 
o 24 October - Tyne Tees marks the end of the ITV strike by launching its most 
famous logo. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 


o 28 December - The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces the new 
contractors to commence on 1 January 1982 and Tyne Television is re-awarded 
its licence on the condition that it demerges with Yorkshire Television.” 


e 1981 
o Tyne Tees opens a fifth studio at its Newcastle studios so it can provide 
programming for the soon to launch Channel 4. 


e 1982 
o January - Trident Television's stake in Tyne Tees Television is now down to 25%. 
[5] 


e 1983 
o 1 February - ITV’s breakfast television service TV-am launches. Consequently, 
Tyne Tees Television’s broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am and the channel no 
longer starts its day with a religious programme, apart from on Sundays. 


e 1984 
o No events. 


e 1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 
o 23 August - The station is off the air all day (from 9.25am) due to industrial 
action. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 

o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. Tyne 
Tees has the honour of producing the very first programme broadcast on the 
new service - a quiz show called Chain Letters. 

o November - Tyne Tees begins 24-hour broadcasting. It does so by launching 
a /Jobfinder service which broadcasts each night from its usual close-down time 
until the start of TV-am at 6 am. 


e 1988 


o 1 September - Tyne Tees broadcasts an end of day Epilogue for the final time, 
having done so since the station went on air 29 years earlier. 

o 2 September - Tyne Tees begins a full 24-hour service. 

o 5 September - Tyne Tees introduces its “three rivers” logo. @ 


e 1989 
o 1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. Tyne Tees 
adopts the look. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o Yorkshire Television buys Vaux Breweries' 19 percent stake in Tyne Tees.& 
o Autumn - Tyne Tees starts broadcasting in NICAM digital stereo. 


e 1991 
o May - Tyne Tees reintroduces its own logo. 
o 16 October - The Independent Television Commission announces the results of 
the franchise round. Tyne Tees Television is re-awarded its licence, having bid 
£15.1 million to see off a rival bid from North East Television. 


e 1992 
o June - Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television merge, beginning a process 
that would see the consolidation of ITV over the next decade. 
o 5 October - 
= Following the merger, Yorkshire simulcasts its overnight service on Tyne 
Tees and relaunches it as Nightshift. 
= A new logo is introduced.24 
= Tyne Tees' regional news programme Northern Life is replaced by Tyne Tees 
Today. 


e 1993 
o 31 March - Network North launches, providing the south of the region with its 
own regional news magazine. It is available to viewers served by the Bilsdale 
transmitter. Tyne Tees Today therefore becomes the name of the north of the 
region programme for those served by the Pontop Pike and Chatton transmitters. 


e 1994 
o No events. 


e 1995 
o November - Tyne Tees Today and Network North are renamed Tyne Tees 
News although the separate news services for the North and South of the region 
continue as before. 


e 1996 
o 2 September- 
= Tyne Tees is renamed Channel 3 North East.22! 


= The two separate regional news magazines end and are replaced by a single 
news programme called North East Tonight. 


e 1997 


o 26 June - Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television plc is acquired by Granada Group plc 
(now ITV plc) .22 


e 1998 
o 9 March - The unpopular Channel 3 North East branding is scrapped and the 
Tyne Tees name returns to the airwaves.24 
o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


e 1999 

o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced. 
2000s[edit] 
e 2000 


o No events. 


e 2001 
o No events. 


e 2002 
o 28 October - On-air regional identities are dropped apart from when introducing 
regional programmes and Tyne Tees is renamed ITV1 Tyne Tees. 


e 2003 
o No events. 


e 2004 
o January - The final two remaining English ITV companies, Carlton and Granada, 
merge to create a single England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc. 


e 2005 
o After more than 45 years the final broadcasts from Tyne Tees’ City Road studios 
in central Newcastle take place ahead of the move to smaller studios in 
Gateshead. 
o August - North East Tonight becomes two separate programmes for the north 
and the south of the region. However all other regions news bulletins remain as 
a single pan-regional bulletin. 


e 2006 
o November - The Tyne Tees branding, still seen before some regional 
programming, is discontinued. 
o 13 December - The Berwick-upon-Tweed transmitter transfers 
from Border to Tyne Tees as part of the preparations for the digital switchover of 
the Border region in 2008.22 


e 2007 


o No events. 
e 2008 
o No events. 
e 2009 
o February - ITV makes major cutbacks to its regional broadcasts in England. The 
separate sub-regional news programmes are merged into a pan-regional 
programme although more localised news continues to be broadcast as a brief 
opt-out during the early evening programme. 
o All non-news local programming ends apart from a monthly political discussion 
show. 
o 25 February - The ITV Tyne Tees & Border region is created. 
2010s[edit] 
e 2010 
o No events. 
e 2011 
o No events. 
e 2012 
o 26 September - The Tyne Tees region completes digital switchover. 
e 2013 
o 4 January - The Tyne-Tees news service is rebranded as /TV News Tyne Tees. 
ua and pan-regional bulletins are branded as /TV News Tyne Tees & Border 
o 23 July - Proposals to reintroduce full regional services for the Tyne Tees and 
Border regions were approved by OFCOM, effectively leading to a demerger of 
the Tyne Tees and Border services. 
o 16 September - Lookaround and ITV News Tyne Tees are restored as fully 


separate regional programmes on weekdays with shorter daytime and weekend 
bulletins reintroduced.“4 Consequently, the weekday daytime, late evening and 
weekend bulletins as well as 20 minutes of the 69m programme are once again 
more localised. Both programmes continue to be broadcast from Tyne Tees' 
Gateshead studios with extra journalists recruited for newsgathering in the 
Border region. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 
e History of ITV television idents 
e Timeline of ITV 
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The Television Centre 


The Studio building in 1999 


Location within the United Kingdom 


Alternative 


names 


Type 


Location 


Address 


Coordinates 


City Road 


General information 

Television studios 

On City Road in the centre of 
Newcastle. Access from to offices and 


Studios 1-4 were separate to Studio 5. 


City Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 
2AL 


W54.972212°N 15979948W 


Inaugurated 1959 
Demolished November 2009 


Owner Tyne Tees Television 


The Television Centre, Newcastle upon Tyne, also known by the street name City 
Road was home and headquarters of the ITV contractor for the North East region, Tyne 
Tees Television between 1959 and 2005. 


History[edit] 


The studios were originally created from two furniture warehouses that had been 
purchased by the company in 1958 following their acquisition of the franchise. The 
warehouses were gutted, with the shell of the building being fitted out with studios, 
galleries, scenery block and offices for the company. Upon completion in 1959, four 
studios were fitted into the building. The practice of buying an older building and fitting 
it out as a studio complex was in fact a very common element of early ITV stations. Of 
the original companies, all with the exception of Granada, Westward and Border, 
converted existing buildings rather than building purpose built studios. The location was 
deliberately chosen by the company because of its proximity to the telephone 
exchange in Carliol Square, as television signals to and from other ITV stations to be 
broadcast in the region and the network were relayed by land-line from the studios to 
the switching centre. The cost would have significantly increased if the connection was 
over a mile.4 


In 1981, Tyne Tees built another studio - Studio 5, to cope with extra capacity for 
programming for the, soon to be created, Channel 4. The extension was designed 

by Ryder & Yates and had the appearance of metal on the outside. The public entrance 
to the new studio was through a covered walkway from City Road, rather than by the 
closest road at the rear of the complex. This covered walkway, known as the 'Tube' 
inspired the name of the music programme shown on Channel 4. Many network 
programmes were created here, and a number of local programming was also produced 
for many years here. Production continued until 1993, when Tyne Tees became part 

of Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television.“ 


The merger was initiated due to the large costs incurred by both companies to retain 
their licence, following the 1991 franchise round, and the blind auction that followed. 
Immediately following the merger, 150 employees were sacked at City Road as part of 
cost-saving measures at YTTTV. The presentation departments, continuity announcers 
and office and executive posts all moved to The Leeds Studios, home of Yorkshire 
Television. In addition, some productions moved to the Leeds Studios, leaving only 
some minor productions and the local news service at City Road. It was starting to 
become clear what the future of City Road would be, a likelihood only emphasised in 
1997 when Granada bought out YTTTV. 


Granada had previously made their intentions for City Road clear in the 1991 franchise 
round, in which Granada bid against Tyne Tees for the North East in the attempt to 
create one big Granada region covering the entire North of England. In these 


plans, Manchester would have been the centre of the operation, with Newcastle serving 
as a small news gathering operation. Following the merger, yet more departments were 
merged with that of Granada's, and more productions were moved from City Road 

and The Leeds Studios to Granada's base at The Manchester Studios. The last major 
production was housing Countdown, while their home at the Leeds Studios were being 
refurbished. The future of the studios looked bleak. 


Meanwhile, Tyne Tees itself was taking a battering: on 28 October 2002, the Tyne Tees 
brand was removed from network programming, their on screen identity reduced to the 
end of their, ever reducing, productions. The continuity announcers that had served the 
region from Leeds since 1993, were themselves being reduced to six from London for 
the whole country.2 The final announcement from Tyne Tees was as follows: 


Well that’s just about it from me. As you may know our colleagues in London take over 
continuity from 9:25 this morning, so on behalf of our Northern Team, Helen, Neil, 
Maggie and Kerrie and all the past Tyne Tees announcers since 1959, this is Bob Preedy 
bidding you a fond farewell. 


— Bob Preedy, Tyne Tees continuity announcer. 


The final nail in the coffin was Granada PLC's merger with Carlton Communications to 
form ITV plc in 2004. This company now owned all the ITV franchises in England and 
Wales, and as such inherited the studio facilities of all these companies. Some facilities, 
like LWT's London base, Granada's Manchester base and Yorkshire's Leeds base were 
retained. Other facilities were sold off, such as Anglia's Magdalen Street Studio facility 
in Norwich and Carlton Central's Nottingham facility. However, other facilities were 
closed down with no prospect of sale. One was Meridian's Southampton base and the 
other was Tyne Tees' City Road complex. The studio's fate had been sealed, taking 30 
jobs with it.2! 


The final broadcast from City Road occurred on 1 July 2005 and was a final edition of 
North East Tonight. Mike Neville was joined in the studios by many of the Tyne Tees 
staff, as they bid farewell to City Road. The following day, the news department and 
playout facilities were based at Tyne Tees new headquarters at Television House, The 
Watermark in Gateshead. The new facilities are deliberately streamlined and are now 
home to ITV SignPost and, controversially, ITV Border when, in 2009, Border and Tyne 
Tees merged to form ITV Tyne Tees & Border. 


City Road itself remained mainly empty since 2005, with a church briefly using Studio 5. 
The remainder of the site remained empty and neglected until November 2009, when 
demolition of the site began with Studio 5 and ending with the main building along with 
the Egypt Cottage pub. It was all over by March 2010 with all areas of the site 
destroyed. The only part of the site to remain was Aerial House, a part of the site that is 
now a standalone office, and the distinctive TTTV transmission tower that topped it, 
although this was removed during renovation work in 2017. 


Redevelopment plans have been submitted to include a residential area, however the 
financial crisis has resulted in these plans left unused and out of date. 


Studios[edit] 


The entrance to Studio 5, nicknamed 'The Tube’. 


The studio complex contained five studios of varying sizes and uses. 


e Studio 1 - A large entertainment studio with capacity for studio audience. Most of 
the early productions were based here, and some more in the future. Located in the 
original building.“ 

e Studio 2 - A smaller studio for secondary programming and magazine type 
programming. To save money, this studio originally shared equipment with other 
studios and the OB unit. Located in the original building.“ 

e Studios 3 & 4 - Studios designed for use as in-vision continuity suites, news studio 
and interviews. Originally used Studio 3, but much was transferred to Studio 4 later 
on. Studio 4 was closed in 1996, and productions transferred back to Studio 3. 
Located in original building.“ 

e Studio 5 - Extension added to cope with extra programming following the launch 
of Channel 4. Large studio with audience seating and accessed from a covered 
walkway known as the Tube. 


Prior to 1981, the title 'Studio 5' was given to the two local pubs, the Egypt Cottage and 
the Rose and Crown by the Tyne Tees employees and differed depending on employee 
popularity. 


See also[edit] 


e Tyne Tees Television 


e ITV plc 
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ITV Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE 


Type Region of television network 


Branding ITV 


Country England 

First 29 July 1968; 51 years ago 
air date 

TV Emley Moor, Belmont 


transmitte (formerly Bilsdale) 


rs 


Headquart 


Leeds, West Yorkshire 


ers 
Broadcast Most of Yorkshire 
area 
Lincolnshire from 1974 
Parts 
of Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire, Norfolk, 
Lancashire 
Owner ITV plc 
Dissolved lost on-air identity on 
27 October 2002 (now known as ITV at 
all times) 
Former Yorkshire Television (1968-2004) 
names 
Picture 1080i HDTV, downscaled 
format : 
to 16:9 576i for SDTV 
Affiliation ITV 
Official www.itv.com/news/calendar 
website 
Language English 
Replaced Granada Television (weekdays) and ABC 


Weekend Television (weekends) 


ITV Yorkshire, previously known as Yorkshire Television or (informally) YTV is the 
British television service provided by ITV Broadcasting Limited for the Yorkshire 
franchise area on the ITV network. Until 1974, this was primarily the historic county of 
Yorkshire and parts of neighbouring counties served by the Emley Moor and Bilsdale 
transmitting station transmitters. Following a re-organisation in 1974 the transmission 
area was extended to include Lincolnshire, northwestern Norfolk and parts 

of Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire, served by the Belmont transmitter, but lost much of 


North Yorkshire served by the Bilsdale transmitter which covered Tyne Tees Television, 
with transmissions available as far south as Harrogate. 


Two consortia applied for the franchise, Te/efusion Yorkshire Ltd and Yorkshire 
Independent Television, the former having large financial backing (Supported by the 
Blackpool-based Te/lefusion television rental chain) and the latter having the better 
plans but fewer resources. 


On 1 January 2007, the company transferred its programme production business to ITV 
Studios Limited. As a consequence, Yorkshire Television Limited ceased to trade on 1 
January 2007.™ Yorkshire Television Ltd still legally exists, but its licence is now owned 
and operated by ITV pic under the licence name of ITV Broadcasting Limited (along with 
all the other ITV plc-owned franchises). Yorkshire Television Ltd is, along with most 
other regional companies owned by ITV plc, listed with Companies House as a dormant 
company. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Yorkshire Television 


ITV Yorkshire, previously known as Yorkshire Television, and sometimes abbreviated 
to YTV or Yorkshire, has its origins in the 1967 franchise round. That round stipulated 
that the influential pan-North region, the licence which was owned by Granada 
Television and ABC, both based in Manchester, had to be split up. Consequently, it was 
decided that Granada would keep the North West franchise and a new franchise created 
for Yorkshire. On 28 February 1967, national and regional newspapers carried numerous 
advertisements from the Independent Television Authority, each requesting applicants 
for various new ITV contracts, one of which was Programme Contractor for Yorkshire 
Area (Contract D) - All Week. Ten formal bids were received by the closing date; 
another less-serious bid, Diddy TV, headed by comedian Ken Dodd withdrew their 
application. 21 


Telefusion Yorkshire Limited, created by the Blackpool-based TV rental 

chain Te/efusion and led by Grampian TV Managing Director G E Ward Thomas, was 
selected as the winning bid. It was chosen on the condition that it 'merged' with another 
applicant Yorkshire Independent Television. The latter, backed by a consortium 

of Yorkshire Post Newspapers Ltd, other local newspaper groups such as 

the Huddersfield Examiner and the Scarborough Evening News, several Yorkshire- 
based Co-operative societies, trade unions and local universities, was deemed by the 
Authority to have the better talent but suffered a lack of funding, whereas Telefusion 
had the backing of a cash-rich parent. The new venture initially chose the 

name Yorkshire Television Network but decided to drop the word 'Network' before going 
on air.“ A few days after winning, the chairman Sir Richard Graham said: "We see 
ourselves as having a particular responsibility to convey to a mature audience the 
particular qualities and strengths of one of the most populous and most important areas 
outside London." 


The station began broadcasting on 29 July 1968 from new studios at Kirkstall Road in 
Leeds. Although they were purpose-built for colour production and equipped with 

£2.2 million of equipment, the majority of initial broadcasts were in monochrome until 
the ITV network formally launched its colour output on 15 November 1969. After an 
opening ceremony led by The Duchess of Kent, the station's first programme was live 
coverage of the Test cricket match between England and Australia at Headingley. Other 


programmes broadcast on YTV's opening day included the first edition of its regional 
news programme Calendar, the station's first networked production - the 'Playhouse' 
drama Daddy Kiss it Better - and a light entertainment special, First Night, hosted 

by Bob Monkhouse. 


The station was hit hard financially when the transmitter mast at Emley Moor 
collapsed in March 1969 under a heavy build-up of ice. This left the major part of the 
region uncovered by Yorkshire Television plus BBC2 who broadcast from the same 
mast. A temporary mast was quickly erected and television to the West Riding of 
Yorkshire resumed, albeit with reduced coverage. From this, the company grew and by 
May 1970 the company was making profits of over £689,000 (2008 equivalent: 

£7.75 million). After a series of temporary masts at Emley Moor, the current 275 
metre reinforced concrete tower — topped by a 55-metre steel lattice mast — began 
transmitting in 1971, resuming full area coverage for the YTV region. 


In June 1969, talks began between Yorkshire and Anglia about achieving a cost cutting 
exercise by sharing equipment and facilities. Neither company planned joint productions 
or a merger. The decision to form an association was purely down to the costs of the 
increased levy on the companies' advertising revenue by the government, and the cost 
of colour TV. The ITA stated there was no reason why the companies should not have 
talks about sensible economies that could be made, but would examine all details 
before any association were to be implemented.” In January 1970, a warning was given 
that regionalism would be abandoned and a forced merger with Anglia Television would 
happen unless the chancellor reduced the levy applied on advertising revenues, which 
was also not helped by the high cost with colour television and the introduction of UHF, 
81 which the government agreed to a few months later. 


With the introduction of UHF broadcasting, YTV had failed to gain the Bilsdale 
transmitter in North Yorkshire, which was allocated instead to Tyne Tees Television due 
to the transmitter's penetration into Teesside and County Durham. This seriously 
reduced YTV's monopoly commercial broadcast area. Partially to address this issue, in 
1974 the Independent Broadcasting Authority reallocated the Belmont Transmitter, then 
served by Anglia Television, to YTV. Although the area served by Belmont was largely 
rural, it did cover the more industrial centres 

of Hull, Grimsby, Scunthorpe and Lincoln and it was felt the region would be better 
served from Leeds rather than from Norwich. 


Trident Television[edit] 


In August 1970 following a reverse takeover Yorkshire Television was effectively 
merged with its neighbour Tyne Tees Television, when the two were brought under the 
control of Trident Television Limited, a company formed to deal with the problem of 
effective ownership of the Bilsdale transmitter and the allocation of airtime. It is often 
contended that the other point of the trident was intended to be Anglia Television, but 
they were prevented from joining by the Independent Broadcasting Authority. However, 
it appears that the third 'point' was to be Trident's non-television interests and that 
Anglia were never considered as partners in the enterprise. 'tatiorneeden 


The two stations remained separately run and were required to demerge by late 1981 
as a condition of the re-awarding of their ITV contracts from January 1982. Trident's 
majority shareholdings were sold although they retained ownership of studios and 
equipment which were leased to the respective companies, 'tatiorneedeat 


On 28 March 1977, Yorkshire launched a breakfast television experiment.22 Good 
Morning Calendar is credited as being the UK's first breakfast television programme, six 


years before the launch of TV-am. The programme ran concurrently with a similar Tyne 
Tees programme, Good Morning North for North East viewers.” Both series ended after 
nine weeks on 27 May 1977. 


1970s/Industrial relations[edit] 


From its inception YTV had a turbulent relationship with the broadcasting unions (a 
common theme within ITV). Many employees at the new company were recruited from 
the Manchester and Birmingham studios of the former ABC Weekend Television and the 
London station Rediffusion; the upheaval of enforced job changes on these employees 
combined with a relatively new management of a new ITV station and huge investment 
by shareholders provided fertile ground for the unions. 


In 1971, technicians broadcast a handwritten note that read "Yorkshire Television have 
threatened to sack us, we are going on strike" six minutes before the end of "Kate". A 
black screen appeared before that evening's News at Ten was broadcast. The dispute 


was involving ACCT union members who had refused to work overtime due to pay rates. 
12][13 


YTV was forced off the air by more industrial action over the whole of Christmas, 1978. 
This partially coincided with a two-day national shutdown of both BBC channels by 
strikes in December of that year, meaning that for those two days viewers in the region 
had no television at all. Many of ITV's Christmas programmes were eventually shown in 
the Yorkshire region in early 1979, after the dispute had ended. 


In the ITV strike of 1979, the station, like the rest of the network, was off the air for over 
two months (although appeals by the West Yorkshire Police in their search for the 
murderer known as the Yorkshire Ripper were periodically transmitted during the 
strike).“4 However the dispute was more intense at YTV as the company's management 
were seen as instrumental in fighting the unions, especially the managing director Sir 
Paul Fox and Trident Chairman G E Ward Thomas. 


In the 1980 franchise round several YTV staff submitted their own application for 

the Yorkshire franchise under the name of 'Television Yorkshire'. Backed by Donald 
Baverstock and MP Jonathan Aiken who believed they would provide a better service. = 
ua Yorkshire retained the franchise with the addition of number of relay transmitters on 
the Lancashire/Yorkshire border, covering Todmorden and Walsden, which were 
transferred from the Granada region. nus 


1980s/later broadcasting years[edit] 


On 9 August 1986, Yorkshire Television became the first ITV company and the first 
British terrestrial television station to offer 24-hour broadcasting.“4 This was achieved 
by simulcasting the satellite station Music Box for a three-month trial, as permitted by 
the IBA. The all-night simulcasts continued until Friday 2 January 1987 - shortly before 
Music Box ceased operations as a broadcaster. Thereafter, Yorkshire ran a teletext- 
based Jobfinder service for one hour after closedown with a Through Till Three strand on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights introduced a few months later.24 24-hour 
broadcasting resumed on 29 May 1988. 


In 1982 after the split up of Trident television, Bass (brewing and Leisure group) 
acquired a 20.93% share in Yorkshire TV. In July 1987, Bass sold the stake since it no 
longer fitted in with its operations. The Managing Director of YTV said: "We are very 
sorry to lose Bass as a shareholder; they have been very supportive to Yorkshire 
Television."24 By the end of the year, YTV profits had increased to £13.94 million, and it 
had become one of the largest suppliers of programmes to Channel 4.22 


In March 1988, Paul Fox left the company to join the BBC, after spending 15 years as 
Yorkshire managing director. A month later, Paul Mckess resigned. A member of 
staff said "It comes as a Surprise to us, but we don't think there had been a row or 
anything like that". Clive Leach became managing director. 22 


In preparation of the new ITV franchises, the company started to cut costs which 
resulted in 91 voluntary redundancies; this had a minor effect with slightly fewer 
programmes being produced.22 


1990s/Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television plc[edit] 


Following rule changes in 1992, Yorkshire-Tyne Tees resumed their alliance under the 
name Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television (YTTT) plc. The two stations were integrated to a 
far greater extent. Following the takeover, 292 jobs were axed at the two broadcasters; 
271174 at Leeds, and 115 at Newcastle, with a further three from airtime sales in 
London. Various programmes which had previously been shown at a regional pace were 
suddenly jolted forward to the furthest ahead point among YTV and Tyne Tees. YTV had 
to lose over 200 episodes of The Young Doctors to reach the Tyne Tees stage of the 
serial. Similarly Tyne Tees had to lose over 50 episodes of Blockbusters and two 
episodes of Prisoner: Cell Block H. Other programmes were also affected. 


On 6 December 1993, the North West franchise holder Granada Television launched a 
hostile takeover for LWT, worth £600 million. LWT tried to outstep the takeover bid by 
holding talks with Yorkshire Television and Scottish Television.22 Reports also suggested 
if LWT bidded for Yorkshire Television it would also form an alliance with Anglia who 
would takeover Tyne Tees Television.24 By 7 January 1994 the merger talks between 
Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television had collapsed because it had proved impossible to reach 
an agreement on a Suitable structure for the new company. A few days earlier Anglia 


had withdrawn from the proposed alliance, making an LWT takeover of YTV impossible. 
[30] 


The company faced a large revenue shortfall in 1993 of around £15 million, after 
financial irregularities in its advertising sales, where airtime was oversold, was 
uncovered by Laser Sales who took over responsibly of its advertising sales.24 Generally 
the bids submitted by both YTV and the (then-independent) Tyne Tees were considered 
financially questionable, and the Independent Television Commission, predessor to 
OFCOM, warned it came close to rejecting the YTV bid on financial quality grounds. 

821 The losses suffered by the company prompted the return of founder Ward Thomas as 
chairman, and Clive Leach was forced to resign.22 The rescue mission led by Ward 
Thomas saw profits recover by 1996, thanks to the cost-cutting measures implemented 
in the intervening years.™! 


Bruce Gyngell, the former chairman of breakfast station TV-am, became YTTT's 
managing director on 15 May 1995.85 On 2 September 1996, Bruce Gyngell made the 
controversial move of re-branding Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television under the unified 
brand "Channel 3"22 While Yorkshire used a scaled-back version of this branding (still 
using the Yorkshire chevron logo and being verbally known as "Channel 3 Yorkshire"), 
Tyne Tees was re-branded as "Channel 3 North East". It dropped the familiar TTTV logo, 
and relegated the Tyne Tees name to secondary branding. 


Granada plc and ITV plc[edit] 


On 26 June 1997, Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television plc was acquired by Granada Group 
plc (now ITV plc).84 Granada's first move was to scrap the Channel 3 branding, from 9 
March 1998. However, dual branding with the "ITV" name was introduced a year later. 
In 1998, transmission operations and presentation for all of Granada's stations in the 


North of England moved to Yorkshire, with the creation of the Northern Transmission 
Centre. This highly automated server based system was the source to Border, Tyne 
Tees and Granada as well as the Yorkshire regional output. Continuity from Leeds ended 
in October 2002, after a unified presentation department for ITV1 in England was set up 
by London News Network. The transmission operation continues at the Kirkstall Road 
studios, under the ownership of Technicolor SA. Since 2004, the centre has also 
provided playout for ITV Central. 


On 28 October 2002, Yorkshire Television was rebranded as ITV1 Yorkshire. The ITV1 
Yorkshire branding continued to appear before some regional programming until 
November 2006, when a rebrand saw the sole local ident discontinued. The famous 
chevron logo continued to appear after programmes made by ITV Yorkshire until 31 
October 2004. Today, networked programming made at the Leeds studios by ITV is 
credited to ITV Studios. ITV Yorkshire is also home to Shiver Productions. 


The licence for Yorkshire is now held by ITV Broadcasting Limited, part of ITV plc.” 


Studios[edit] 
Main article: The Leeds Studios 


Yorkshire Television studios 


The studios were built on 5 acres (20,000 m?) of slum clearance land on Kirkstall Road, 
purchased from the former Leeds Corporation. 


Construction commenced in early 1967. A mild winter aided building work and by mid- 
1968 studios one and two were equipped for transmission (studios three and four being 
completed by early 1969). During construction, pre-launch shows were produced at 
the ABC studios at Didsbury, Manchester while a former trouser-press factory next to 
the Leeds facility was used as an administration centre. 


The studio was officially opened by The Duchess of Kent on 29 July 1968. It was the first 
purpose-built colour television production centre in Europe and cost over £4 million to 
build and equip (2008 equivalent: £50 million). Equipment was installed by EMI 
Electronics and the Marconi Corporation. The studios contained seven 2"_ 

Quadruplex VTR machines, six telecines and twelve cameras. The cameras were a 
mixture of Marconi MkVII's (studios 1, 2 and 3) and EMI 2001 models (studio 4). 


The regional news show Calendar was produced at the centre for many years but in 
1989 was moved to a dedicated newsroom and broadcast facility based ina 
converted ice rink next to the main studios. 


Recent productions include Countdown (which has since moved to The Manchester 
Studios and now Media City in Salford), the revived Bullseye, Mastermind (while 


asbestos was removed from The Manchester Studios in 2006), My Parents Are Aliens, 
new Channel 4 gameshow Win My Wage and a new children's comedy-drama for 
Cartoon Network called My Spy Family. The site is now home to continuity for ITV's 
northern transmission areas (although this is now managed, along with its southern 
counterpart, by Technicolor Network Services [1]) and a number of independent 
producers. The production facilities are marketed as The Leeds Studios and sister 
companies ProVision, Film Lab North and The Finishing School occupy adjacent 
buildings, although the operation continues to be widely referred to as the Yorkshire 
Television studios or YTV. 


In March 2009, ITV plc announced that the Leeds Studios were to be largely closed in an 
effort to save costs following a reported loss of £2.7 billion for 2008.22 However, seven 
months later ITV changed its mind, choosing instead to close the nearby studios 
dedicated to the production of Emmerdale and transferring production of this 
programme to Kirkstall Road which would be upgraded for HDTV production.“ 


Identity[edit] 


YORKSHIRE 
TELEVISION 


Yorkshire Television logo used from the 1960s to 1980s. 


For almost 35 years, Yorkshire Television's on-screen identity always revolved around 
the use of the station logo: the chevron. This yellow symbol was seen on nearly all of 
Yorkshire Television's idents and presentation. The first symbol used was a black and 
white chevron, formed by slit-scan techniques and accompanied by an orchestral 
version of the tune "On Ilkla Moor Baht 'at", a famous Yorkshire folk song. This music 
was later to become the station's jingle. This ident continued until Yorkshire Television 
officially commenced their colour broadcasts in November 1969, 411421 


The new colour ident featured the yellow chevron on a black background with the still 
caption card "Yorkshire Television Colour Production", along with a simplified version of 
"On IIkla Moor Baht ‘at". This ident was modified in 1981, so that the caption "Colour 
Production" was changed to "In Colour", and in 1982 the colour caption was removed 
altogether. The new version of the jingle was at a lower pitch than was previously 
composed, #1421 


Supplementing the ident throughout this period were idents promoting the station's 
coverage, with the slogan "Serving Six Million Viewers". One version, in 1983 featured a 
giant chevron logo, made up out of smaller chevrons, and another in 1986 featured the 
view zooming in from space, to the Yorkshire TV region, which then flipped over, 
becoming the chevron. This last version was computer animated, with 3D-style lettering 
and chevron, “1421 


On 5 January 1987, Yorkshire Television introduced a new ident, entitled "Liquid Gold", 
featuring a pool of liquified gold, with the chevron rising up from it, and rotating into the 


sky, where the station name joins it. This ident features a fully orchestrated version of 
the theme tune and reportedly cost £40,000 to make. This was occasionally 
supplemented by a large rotating chevron over a gradient-ed blue background, used 
over continuity. 


On 1 September 1989, Yorkshire Television adopted the first ITV generic look, featuring 
the large ITV logo, addition ident was also used where a static chevron on the same 
background as the main ident. On 7 January 1991, the ident was revised to allow the 
Chevron to appear full screen instead of being a segment of the 'V' which the company 
used until 23 October 1994. The whole package was used by Yorkshire Television, and 
an adapted version, where the whole chevron appeared in the V segment before 
moving into centre screen, was used before regional programming. “42 


1990s[edit] 


Upon YTV dropping the generic look on 24 October 1994, a new ident was introduced, 
featuring a textured background with a central strip containing images of the region 
itself, with the chevron placed in the centre of said strip. The most noticeable thing 
about this ident set was the smooth nature of the chevron's appearance and, like the 
previous look, did not feature the "On //kla Moor Baht ‘at" jingle, instead favouring a 
smooth orchestral jingle. The background was later changed from a cream to a light 
blue, and variations on the theme for special occasions and yearly themes were also 
introduced 4131 


The Yorkshire Chevron logo as used from 4 November 1996 to 8 March 1998, throughout the 
Channel 3 era. 


Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television adopted a new branding package, based on the concept 
of Channel 3. The new look was fully implemented in the Tyne Tees region on 2 
September 1996, where all on-screen branding was replaced by giant numeral '3', and 
the Tyne Tees brand became secondary to 'Channel 3 North East, however the look was 
only partially implemented in the Yorkshire region a month after Tyne Tees's revamp. 
The entirety of Yorkshire's Channel 3 look included an ident which was later introduced 
on 4 November 1996 at the same year, where the chevron span against a light blue 
background with numeral '3's covering the background. Another ident featured the 
chevron with the '3' numeral embossed on the side, which would zoom into view, before 
revealing a spinning numeral 3, which in turn had YTV chevron on the middle of the 3 
and when zoomed into, the chevron re-appeared spinning against the background. The 
look also heralded the return of the "On Ilkla Moor Baht ‘at" tune, which was now 
noticeably higher in pitch.“ 


The Channel 3 look was dropped on 9 March 1998, following Granada's acquisition of 
Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television, with the look returning to a spinning chevron against a 
misty blue background, light blue during the day and dark blue in the evenings.“ 


2000s[edit] 


AAY Yorkshire 


ITV Yorkshire logo used from 2006 to 2013. 


On 8 November 1999, Yorkshire Television adopted the second generic look, based on 
the theme of hearts, which was used for the entirety of the branding period before 
network programming. However, for local programming, Yorkshire created their own 
ident featuring a background of spinning chevrons, with pictures of the region featuring 
inside a central box. On 28 October 2002, the brand was dropped in favour of a national 
ITV1 identity, in which local regional identities were dropped except before local 
programming, when the Yorkshire name appeared below the ITV1 logo only. These 
regional idents however were dropped by 2006.“ 


Former announcers[edit] 


e Redvers Kyle (1968-1993) e Pete Haslam (promo voiceover and continuity 
e Bob Preedy (late 1980s - 2002) announcer, 1999 - c.2007) 
e John Crosse (senior announcer, early 1970s - e Peter Lewis (late 1960s) 
1998) e Keith Martin 
e Graham Roberts (c. 1970s - 1993) e Maggie Mash (1988-2002) 
e Kerrie Gosney (2000-2002) e Nick Oliver 
e Earl Richmond (1968 - c.1970s) e Karen Petch 
e Neil Didsbury (2001-2002) e Paul Lally (c.1968 - 1990s) 


Former Arla Foods site, Kirkstall Road, occasionally YTV filming location. 
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Yorkshire Television was a major producer within the ITV network and produced 
programming in all genres. The presenter Alan Whicker became a shareholder in the 


company at its inception and made many programmes for the station, most notably 
interviews with the Cat's Eye inventor Percy Shaw and the Haiti dictator Baby Doc 
Duvalier. 


Drama/Serial[edit] 


In Drama Yorkshire Television had many critical successes including, as listed below 


e 15: The Life and Death of Philip Knight 
e 1914 All Out 

e ABit of a Do 

e Als forAcid 

e A Pinch of Snuff 

e A Touch of Frost 

e At Home with the Braithwaites 
e Black Velvet Band 

e Beecham 

e Chiller 

e Circles of Deceit 

e Coming Home 

e Dickens of London 

e Demob 

e Ellington 

e Emmerdale 

e Fat Friends 

e Flambards 

e Flying Lady 

e Hadleigh 

e Harry's Game 

e Heartbeat 

e Hunting Venus 

e /Imogen's Face 

e Lost for Words 

e = March in Windy City 
e May We Borrow Your Husband? 
e Micawber 

e Mother's Day 

e My Uncle Silas 

e Neville's Island 

e Paparazzo 

e Parkin's Patch 

e Rich Tea and Sympathy 
e Shipman 

e Shoot to Kill 

e Stalag Luft 

e Stay Lucky 

e Steel River Blues 

e Strike Force 

e Supply and Demand 


e The Beiderbecke Trilogy 

e The Booze Cruise 

e The Brides in the Bath 

e The Cater Street Hangman 
e The Darling Buds of May 

e The Dying of the Light 

e The Flint Street Nativity 

e The Glory Boys 

e The Governor 

e The Lady's Not for Burning 
e The Life and Crimes of William Palmer 
e The Main Chance 


e The Organization 
e The Outsider 


e The Quest 
e The Racing Game 
e The Royal 


e The Royal Today 
e The Sandbaggers 


e The Wanderer 

e The World of Eddie Weary 
e Tears in the Rain 

e Till We Meet Again 

e Tom Grattan's War 

e Trial & Retribution 

e Verdict 

e West of Paradise 

e Yellowthread Street 


Emmerdale village built by YTV in 1997 for filming. 


In 1969, YTV launched its first soap opera Castle Haven which was cancelled after only a 
year. When the restrictions on daytime broadcasting were relaxed, and on 16 October 
1972 it launched an afternoon drama/soap opera called Emmerdale Farm, (which is still 
being broadcast as Emmerdale). 


Comedy/Sitcom[edit] 


In comedy (and in sitcom), Yorkshire TV produced many popular shows (and comedy 
series) such as, as listed below 


Albert and Victoria 


All Change 

All Our Saturdays 
Beryl's Lot 

Dawson's Weekly 
Dear Mother...Love Albert 
Don't Ask Me 
Downwardly Mobile 
Duty Free 

Farrington of the F.O. 
Fiddlers Three 

Good Girl 

Haggard 

Hallelujah! 

High & Dry 

His And Hers 

Home to Roost 

How's Your Father? 

In Loving Memory 
Inside George Webley 
Jokers Wild 

Just Us 

Langley Bottom 

Life Begins at Forty 
Margie and Me 

Mr. Digby Darling 

My Husband and | 

My Old Man 

No Strings 

Oh No, It's Selwyn Froggitt! 


On the House 

Only When I Laugh 
Plaza Patrol 
Queenie's Castle 
Rising Damp 

Room at the Bottom 
See You Friday 
Shine a Light 
Singles 

Sir Yellow 

That's My Boy 

The Bounder 

The Gaffer 

The Gingerbread Girl 
The Nesbitts are Coming 
The New Statesman 
There Comes A Time 


That's My Boy 


e Thicker Than Water 
e Third Time Lucky 
e Thundercloud 


e TV Squash 
e You're Only Young Twice 


This side (and department) of Yorkshire Television, also gave the comedian Les 
Dawson his first major series. 


This line-up of sitcoms (and comedy series) also made various household names of well- 
known faces of British Television, especially in UK sitcom too. 


Children[edit] 


For children, YTV contributed many networked shows including 


e Animal Kwackers 

e Adam's Family Tree 

e Bad Influence! 

e Behind the Bike Sheds 
e Follyfoot 

e Junior Showtime 

e Little Blue 

e My Parents Are Aliens 
e Puddle Lane 

e Ragdolly Anna 

e Round the Bend 

e The Big Bang 

e The Book Tower 

e The Flaxton Boys 

e The Giddy Game Show 
e The Raggy Dolls 

e The Riddlers 

e The Wanderer 

e Toucan Tecs 

e Tumbledown Farm 

e Utterly Brilliant 

e Wilmot 

e The New Addams Family 


as well as the long-running How We Used To Live for ITV's Schools and Colleges' output. 
Entertainment/Game showsS[edit] 


In entertainment, YTV had also produced a large number of networked quiz shows, 
including, but not limited to: 


e 3-2-1 

e Ask No Questions 

e Bruce's Price is Right (1995-2001) 
e Casino 

e Countdown (for Channel 4) 


e Fun and Games’ (1985-1992) 
e Raise the Roof (1995-96) 

e Talkabout 

e Tarby's Frame Game 

e The Indoor League 

e Time Please, (1990-2) 

e Winner Takes All 


YTV has also produced some religious shows, including Stars on Sunday. 
Broadcasting[edit] 


The company invested heavily in outside broadcast facilities and was a large contributor 
to ITV Sport, responsible primarily for covering northern-based horserace meetings 
(with London Weekend Television and Thames Television covering the south 

and ATV covering the Midlands) amongst other sporting events. 


In the field of investigative journalism the station soon gained an international 
reputation for award-winning documentaries: 1975 saw the transmission of 

the BAFTA award-winning Johnny Go Home, a startling exposé of teenage male 
prostitution and homelessness in London. In the same year the station transmitted Too 
Long a Winter (also a BAFTA award-winner), featuring Yorkshire Daleswoman Hannah 
Hauxwell who lived an austere and harsh life whilst running her small farm. 


In 1979 the documentary Rampton: The Secret Hospital, making public the treatment of 
patients at the Nottinghamshire mental care facility Rampton Hospital, led to 

a Government investigation - it also won an international Emmy award for the station. 
Another 1979 documentary The Underground Eiger detailed the record-breaking cave 
dive of Oliver Statham and Geoff Yeadon.“ The 1989 documentary Four Hours in My 
Lai (broadcast as part of the monthly First Tuesday strand) revealed new information 
about the 1968 massacre. Yorkshire Television also produced the 1989 

documentary One Day in the Life of Television. 


YTV often led the way in British commercial broadcasting. As well as building the first 
purpose-built colour studios on Europe it was the first to offer breakfast television. In 
1977, the station took part in a nine-week trial offering viewers an extra hour of 
programming at breakfast time, beginning transmission at 8:30am with a 15-minute 
national and regional news bulletin called Good Morning Calendar alongside cartoons 
and episodes of Peyton Place. A similar experiment was carried out by Tyne Tees 
Television around the same time. 


In August 1986, it became the first terrestrial station in Britain to offer 24-hour 
television. This was achieved by simulcasting the satellite station Music Box from 
around midnight to the start of TV-am's transmission. Both YTV and Music Box were 
partly owned by the same company (WHSmith). The experiment ended shortly before 
Music Box closed down in January 1987 and was replaced by a teletext-based Jobfinder 
service which broadcast for one hour after closedown. YTV re-introduced 24-hour 
programming 18 months later along with the rest of the ITV network, beginning full-time 
24-hour broadcasting on 30 May 1988. 


In the mid-1980s, Yorkshire broke from the network by refusing to screen 

the BAFTA Awards, claiming them to be slaps on the backs of the BBC. The film The 
Sting was a replacement in 1986. As the rest of the network overran in the live BAFTA 
screening, Yorkshire had to cobble together minor programmes until other regions were 
able to screen the late-running ITN News. In the 1990s, while Bruce Gyngell was 


managing director, Yorkshire declined to show The Good Sex Guide, replacing the 
programme with Alan Whicker repeats. 
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This is a timeline of the history of Yorkshire Television. 


1950sledit] 


e 1956 


(0) 


late autumn - ITV begins broadcasting across Yorkshire although it is part of a 
wider North of England region with Granada Television providing weekday 
programmes and Associated British Corporation (ABC North), broadcasting at the 
weekends. 


1960s[edit] 


e 1967 


(0) 


28 February - National and regional newspapers carried advertisements from 
the Independent Television Authority, requesting applicants for various new ITV 
contracts, one of which was Programme Contractor for Yorkshire Area (Contract 
D) - All Week. Ten formal bids were received by the closing date. =#, 

13 June - Telefusion Yorkshire Limited, created by the Blackpool-based TV rental 
chain Te/lefusion and led by Grampian TV Managing Director G E Ward Thomas, 
is selected as the winning bid. It was chosen on the condition that it 'merged' 
with another applicant Yorkshire Independent Television. The latter, backed by a 
consortium of Yorkshire Post Newspapers Ltd, other local newspaper groups such 
as the Huddersfield Examiner and the Scarborough Evening News, several 
Yorkshire-based Co-operative societies, trade unions and local universities, was 
deemed by the Authority to have the better talent but suffered a lack of funding, 
whereas Telefusion had the backing of a cash-rich parent. The new venture 
initially chose the name Yorkshire Television Network but decided to drop the 
word 'Network' before going on air. 


e 1968 


(0) 
(0) 


29 July - Yorkshire Television launches. 

2 August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 

Service with no regional variations. 


e 1969 


(0) 


(0) 


19 March - The transmitter mast at Emley Moor collapses, leaving the major part 
of the region uncovered by Yorkshire Television. A temporary mast is quickly 
erected and television broadcasting resumed, albeit with reduced coverage. 

7 June - Yorkshire begins talks with Anglia Television about a cost cutting 
exercise by sharing equipment and facilities. Neither company planned joint 
productions or a merger. The reason to form an association was purely down to 
the costs of the increased levy on the companies' advertising revenue by the 
government, and the cost of colour TV. The ITA stated there was no reason why 
the companies should not have talks about sensible economies that could be 
made, but would examine all details before any association were to be 
implemented.“ 

15 November - Yorkshire Television begins broadcasting in colour. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 


(0) 


1 January - A warning is given that regionalism would be abandoned and that 
Yorkshire's forced merger with Anglia Television would happen unless the 
chancellor reduced the levy applied on advertising revenues, which the 
government agreed to a few months later. 

21 August - Yorkshire and Tyne Tees Television announce plans to merge when 
the two are brought under the control of a new company, Trident 

Television Limited, which is formed to deal with the problem of effective usage of 
the Bilsdale transmitter and the allocation of airtime. © 


e 1971 
o 21 January - The new mast at Emley Moor begins transmitting, initially in 625- 
lines. The 405-lines service starts three months later. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, Yorkshire launches an afternoon service. As part of the new 
service the first edition of Yorkshire's new soap opera Emmerdale Farm is 
broadcast. 


e 1973 
o No events. 


e 1974 
o 1 January - The 1974 franchise round sees the Belmont 
transmitter in Lincolnshire switched from Anglia Television to Yorkshire 
Television and the Bilsdale transmitter, based on the border between Yorkshire 
Television and Tyne Tees Television and much disputed over, is transferred to 
Tyne Tees Television. 


e 1975 
o No events. 


e 1976 
o No events. 


e 1977 
o 28 March - Yorkshire begins a nine-week trial of breakfast television. The 
experiment ends on 27 May. 


e 1978 
o December - A strike forces Yorkshire Television off air throughout the entire 
Christmas period. Many of ITV's Christmas programmes were eventually shown 
in early 1979, after the dispute had ended. 


e 1979 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces Yorkshire Television off the air. The 
strike ends on 24 October. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o 28 December - The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces the new 
contractors to commence on 1 January 1982 and Yorkshire Television is re- 
awarded its licence on the condition that it demerges with Tyne Tees Television. 
7 


e 1981 
o No events. 


e 1982 
o 1 January - Yorkshire extends its coverage on the Lancashire/Yorkshire border 
when transmitters covering Todmorden and Walsden are transferred from the 
Granada region.2 
o 2 November - Yorkshire Television has the honour of producing the first ever 
programme shown on Channel 4 - the gameshow Countdown which remains on 
the air to this day. 


e 1983 
o 1 February - ITV’s breakfast television service TV-am launches. Consequently, 
Yorkshire Television’s broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 


e 1984 
o No events. 


e 1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 


e 1986 
o 9 August - Yorkshire launches an experimental overnight service, 
simulcasting Music Box.2 


e 1987 

o 3 January - Closedowns reappear on Yorkshire Television when its experiment 
with 24-hour television is put on hiatus. 24 

o 5 January - Yorkshire launches its “Liquid Gold” ident.22 

o 30 January - Yorkshire becomes the second ITV region to launch 
a /Jobfinder service, broadcasting for an hour after closedown.22 

o Summer - Yorkshire extends broadcasting into the early hours on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday nights by introducing a Through Till Three strand. 

o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 


e 1988 
o 30 May - Yorkshire recommences 24-hour broadcasting. 
o June - For the first time, regional news bulletins are broadcast at the weekend. 


e 1989 
o 1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. Yorkshire 
replaces its "Liquid Gold" diet with the generic ITV look.22 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o 24 September - Yorkshire launches a third sub-regional opt-out for South 
Yorkshire and north Derbyshire. 


1991 

o 16 October - The Independent Television Commission announces the results of 
the franchise round. Yorkshire Television is re-awarded its licence having bid 
£37.7 million to see off two rival bidders, Viking Television and White Rose 
Television. 


1992 

o June - Yorkshire and Tyne Tees Television merge, beginning a process that 
would see the consolidation of ITV over the next decade. 

o 5 October - Following the merger, Yorkshire simulcasts its overnight service on 
Tyne Tees and relaunches it as Nightshift. ns 


1993 
o No events. 


1994 
o 5 September - Yorkshire refreshes its ident and abandons the 1989 generic ITV 
look.22 


1995 
o No events. 


1996 
o No events. 


1997 
o 26 June - Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television plc is acquired by Granada Group plc 
(now ITV plc) .22 


1998 
o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


1999 
o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced. 


2000s[edit] 


2000 
o No events. 


2001 
o No events. 


2002 
o 28 October - On-air regional identities are dropped apart from when introducing 
regional programmes and Yorkshire is renamed ITV1 Yorkshire. 


2003 
o No events. 


2004 

o January - The final two remaining English ITV companies, Carlton and Granada, 
merge to create a single England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc. 

o 31 October - The famous chevron logo is seen by viewers for the final time. 


2005 
o No events. 


2006 
o November - The ITV1 Yorkshire branding, still seen before some regional 
programming, is discontinued. 


2007 

o 8 January - The Calendar East and Calendar South regions are merged to form a 
new Calendar South region covering central and east Lincolnshire, east 
Yorkshire, east Nottinghamshire and north Norfolk. The Calendar North region, 
broadcasting from the Emley Moor transmitter, continues as before. 


2008 
o No events. 


2009 

o February - ITV makes major cutbacks to its regional broadcasts in England. 
Yorkshire’s separate sub-regional news programmes are merged into a pan- 
regional programme although more localised news continues to be broadcast as 
a brief opt-out during the early evening programme, and with the exception of a 
monthly political programme, all non-news regional programming in the English 
regions ends. 

o 4 March - ITV plc announces that The Leeds Studios will be largely closed in an 
effort to save costs.” However, seven months later ITV changed its mind, 
choosing instead to close the nearby studios dedicated to the production 
of Emmerdale and transferring production of this programme to Kirkstall Road 
which would be upgraded for HDTV production.2& 

o All non-news regional programming ends, apart from a monthly political 
discussion show. 


2010s/[edit] 


2010 
o No events. 


2011 
o 21 September - The Yorkshire region completes digital switchover. 


2012 
o No events. 


2013 


o 16 September - Sub-regional news coverage is re-introduced and the weekday 
daytime, late evening and weekend bulletins as well as 20 minutes of the 6pm 
programme are once again more localised. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 
e History of ITV television idents 


e Timeline of ITV 
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The Leeds Studios 


Yorkshire Television Studios 


Front of the main Leeds Studios building 


Wikimedia | © OpenStreetMap 


Alternative 


names 


Yorkshire Television Studios 


General information 


|Type 


Location 


Address 


Current tenants 


Construction 


started 


|Completed 


| Inaugurated 


Television studios 


Leeds, West Yorkshire, United 
Kingdom 


Kirkstall Road 
Leeds 


ITV Yorkshire 
ITV Studios 


1967 


1968 


1968 


Renovated 2013 


(Owner ITV plc 


Technical details 


Floor count 4 (at height) 


The Leeds Studios (also known as the Yorkshire Television Studios or YTV 
Studios) is a television production complex on Kirkstall Road in Leeds, West 
Yorkshire, England. ITV plc had proposed to close the studios in 2009, however later in 
the year had a change of mind and instead decided to refit them as high 

definition studios. 


Background[edit] 


The Emmerdale production complex 


The Leeds Studios were originally the home of Yorkshire Television and are now owned 
by ITV plc. The complex houses the main studios and administrative headquarters 
of ITV Yorkshire, which also has smaller offices in Sheffield and Kingston upon Hull. 


ITV programmes which have been produced there include: 3-2-1, My Parents Are 
Aliens, Where the Heart Is, The Royal, Heartbeat, Wire in the Blood, Bruce's Price is 
Right, Bad Influence! and A Touch of Frost. Countdown was regularly made for Channel 
4 here until April 2009 (when it moved to The Manchester Studios and then to MediaCity 


in Salford) as was Win My Wage, a new gameshow for Channel 4 made by independent 
company Hotbed Media in 2007. The studios were also home to Through the Keyhole, 
(which began as a YTV production on ITV, but was later made by David Frost's 

company Paradine Productions for Sky1 and the BBC) and were used for the interior 
shots on hit comedy The League of Gentlemen and medical drama Bodies (both for the 
BBC). The revived Bullseye on Challenge was also recorded at the Leeds Studios as was 
the 2006 series of Mastermind, due to the closure of Granada Studios for the removal of 
asbestos at the time. 


The front of the main studio buildings have, in the past, acted as the main entrance to 
Hotten General in the serial drama, Emmerdale. 


History[edit] 


The studios were built on slum clearance land on Kirkstall Road, purchased from the 
former Leeds Corporation. 


Construction commenced in early 1967: A mild winter aided building work and by mid- 
1968 studios one and two were equipped for transmission (studios three and four being 
completed by early 1969). The studio was officially opened by the Duchess of Kent on 
29 July 1968. It was the first purpose-built colour television production centre in Europe 
and cost over £4 million to build and equip (at 1968 prices). Colour cameras were 
initially Marconi Mk7s and EMI 2001s. Both of these cameras were in use by Yorkshire 
until the early-mid-1980s. Some studios in The Leeds Studios used Marconi cameras, 
the other used EMI cameras. In 1976 the cameras in studio 3 were replaced with the 
Philips LDK 25 models. 


During the 1970s, one set was used as a synthetic ice rink when not in use for filming. 


The regional news show Calendar was produced at the centre for many years but in 
1989 was moved to a dedicated newsroom and broadcast facility based in a 

converted roller rink next to the main studios. The programme moved back to the main 
studio building in October 2012. 


Í En 


Studios[edit] 


The 2003 Countdown set in studio 3 


Size 
Studio (sq 
ft) 


Year Original 


Notes 
opened cameras 


Marconi 


1 not 1968 Mk VII Shared facilities with studio 1A. Studio no 
stated longer operational. 
colour 
not ee Shared facilities with studio 1. Studio no 
1A 1968 Mk VII ; 
stated longer operational. 
colour 
Marconi 
2 1,225 | 1968 Mk VII Studio no longer operational. 
colour 
Marconi ‘ 
3 4,430 | 1968 Mk VII Former location for the Countdown set. Now 


used by Emmerdale for The Woolpack set. 
colour 


Often used for drama series, has also been 
4 7,650 | 1969 EMI 2001 used for Mastermind and snooker. Now used 
by Emmerdale. 


The Calendar studios are in the adjacent 
1989 unknown Calendar building (officially 104 Kirkstall 
Road). 


Calend | not 
ar stated 


There are other studios in adjacent buildings, some owned by ITV plc and others being 
independent, however none of these studios were purpose built. A notable one which is 
not run by ITV plc is Studio 81, which is particularly large at 16,000 sq ft (230 ft x 70 ft) 
and used for the filming of single-camera dramas. 


Drama[edit] 


Over the years the studios, particularly Studio 4, have been used for filming television 
drama, mostly for Yorkshire Television. These series have included Heartbeat, The 
Royal, Wire in the Blood, Married Single Other, Fat Friends, A Touch of 

Frost, Bodies and Where the Heart is. Fat Friends set an episode at the Leeds Studios 
and used non-studio areas of the complex for filming. 


The adjacent Studio 81, has been used recently in the filming of Wuthering Heights and 
the Red Riding Trilogy. 


Other uses[edit] 


The Finishing School buildings are situated adjacent to the main studios and are used by 
ProVision and Film Lab North. 


The site is now home to advert and regional programme playout for ITV plc's northern 
transmission areas (ITV Granada, ITV Yorkshire, ITV Tyne Tees and ITV Border), and a 
number of independent producers. The production facilities are marketed as The Leeds 
Studios and sister companies ProVision, Film Lab North and The Finishing School occupy 
adjacent buildings. While Prism also have set up studios in an older building adjacent to 
the complex. Radio Aire and Greatest Hits West Yorkshire occupy radio studios set up 
adjacent to the Leeds Studios in the early 1980s, making the lower end of Kirkstall Road 
arguably a small media quarter. 


Future use[edit] 
Proposed downsizing[edit] 


In March 2009, ITV plc announced that the Leeds Studios were to be downsized to try 
and save costs following a reported loss of £2.7 billion for 2008.2 When interviewed 
on BBC Radio 4 over the proposed closure of much of the studios, the then ITV plc 
chairman Michael Grade said simply 'We move on’. Screen Yorkshire stated an interest 
in taking over any parts of the complex that were to be mothballed. Yorkshire 

Forward looked at the possibility of funding a takeover of the studios but subsequently 
withdrew their plans. 


New investment[edit] 


In December 2009 however, ITV plc announced plans to renovate the studios to high 
definition standard, moving production of Emmerdale to the main Kirkstall Road 
building. ITV Yorkshire have expanded into occupying a nearby office block, situated 
near the Finishing School. 
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For the Asian and Middle Eastern television channel formerly known as ITV Granada, 
see ITV Choice. 


"G-Wizz" redirects here. For other uses, see Gee Whiz. 


ITV Granada 


GRANADA 


$ 


The ITV Granada region since 2015 


Type Region of television network 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


Slogan 
TV 
transmitte 


rs 


Headquart 


ers 


Broadcast 
area 


Owner 


Dissolved 


England 


3 May 1956; 63 years ago 


From the North (until 1968) 


Winter Hill 


(formerly Emley Moor) 


MediaCityUK, Salford, Greater 
Manchester 
(previously Granada 


Studios, Manchester) 


Cheshire 

Greater Manchester 

Lancashire 

Merseyside 

Derbyshire (part) 

Cumbria (part) 

North Yorkshire (part) 

Isle of Man (formerly covered by ITV 
Border) 

(Before 1968, Granada 


covered Yorkshire on weekdays) 


ITV plc 
(formerly Granada plc from 1954-2004) 


lost on-air identity on 


27 October 2002 (now known as ITV at 


all times) 


Former Granada Television 
names 

Picture 1080i HDTV, downscaled 
format 


to 16:9 576i for SDTV 


Affiliation ITV 


Official 
website 


www.itv.com/news/granada 


Language English 


Replaced ABC Weekend TV at weekends from 
1968 


Replaced b Yorkshire Television in Yorkshire from 
y 1968 


ITV Granada (formerly Granada Television and commonly referred to as 

simply Granada) is a regional television company in North West England. It is the 
largest independent television-franchise producing company in the UK, accounting for 
25% of the total broadcasting output of the ITV network. 


Granada Television was founded by Sidney Bernstein at Granada Studios on Quay Street 
in Manchester and is the only surviving company of the original four Independent 
Television Authority franchisees from 1954. It covers Cheshire, Greater Manchester, 
Lancashire, Merseyside, and parts of Derbyshire, Cumbria and North Yorkshire. In 2009, 
the Isle of Man was transferred to ITV Granada from ITV Border. 


Broadcasting by Granada Television began on 3 May 1956 under the North of England 
weekday franchise, the fifth franchise to go to air. It was marked by a distinctive 
northern identity, and used stylised letter "G" logo forming an arrow pointing north, 
often with the tagline "Granada: from the North". Granada plc merged with Carlton 
Communications to form ITV plc in 2004 after a duopoly had developed over the 
previous decade. The Granada name, as with those of the other former regional licence 
holders, has completely disappeared except for the regional news bulletins and 
weeknightly regional news magazine; ITV Broadcasting Limited operates the service 
with national ITV branding and continuity. 


The North West region is regarded as ITV's most successful franchise. Nine Granada 
programmes were listed in the BFI TV 100 in 2000. Some of its most notable 


programmes include Sherlock Holmes, Coronation Street, Seven Up!, The Royle 
Family, The Jewel in the Crown, Brideshead Revisited, World in Action, University 
Challenge and The Krypton Factor. Notable employees have included Paul 
Greengrass, Michael Apted, Mike Newell, Jeremy Isaacs, Andy Harries, Russell T 
Davies, Leslie Woodhead, Tony Wilson and Dan Walker. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Timeline of Granada Television 


Origins[edit] 


The Granada region before franchise changes in 1968 


Granada Television, a subsidiary of Granada Ltd, originated in Granada Theatres Ltd, 
which owned cinemas in the south of England. It was founded in Dover in 1930 by 
Sidney Bernstein and his brother Cecil. The company was incorporated as Granada Ltd 
in 1934 and listed on the London Stock Exchange in 1935; Granada Theatres Ltd 
became a subsidiary of the new company." It is named after the Spanish city 

of Granada. 


In the 1950s the Bernsteins became involved in commercial television, a competitor to 
the cinema chains, through the launch of ITV. Bernstein bid for the North of England 
franchise, which he believed would not affect the company's largely southern-based 
cinema chain. In 1954, the Independent Television Authority (ITA) awarded Granada the 
North of England contract for Monday to Friday, with ABC serving the same area on 
weekends. The companies used the ITA's Winter Hill and Emley 

Moor transmitters covering Lancashire and the West and East Ridings of Yorkshire, 
including the major conurbations around Liverpool, 

Manchester, Leeds, Bradford, Sheffield and Doncaster. 


The North and London were the two biggest regions. Granada preferred the North 
because of its tradition of home-grown culture, and because it offered a chance to start 
a new creative industry away from the metropolitan atmosphere of London ... the North 
is a closely knit, indigenous, industrial society; a homogeneous cultural group with a 
good record for music, theatre, literature and newspapers, not found elsewhere in this 
island, except perhaps in Scotland. Compare this with London and its suburbs—full of 


displaced persons. And, of course, if you look at a map of the concentration of 
population in the North and a rainfall map, you will see that the North is an ideal place 
for television". 


— Sidney Bernstein on why he decided to form Granada Television in Manchester in 
19544 


Bernstein selected a base from Leeds and Manchester. Granada executive Victor Peers 
believed Manchester was the preferred choice even before executives toured the region 
to find a suitable site. Granada Studios, designed by architect Ralph Tubbs, was built on 


a site on Quay Street in Manchester city centre belonging to Manchester City Council, 
which the company bought for £82,000. 


Transmissions began in Lancashire on 3 May 1956, and Yorkshire six months later. The 
opening night featured Meet The People hosted by Quentin Reynolds and 

comedian Arthur Askey.“ Reynolds became inebriated before the broadcast and had to 
sober up. 


Although referred to as Channel 3, Granada Television actually began broadcasting on 
Channel 9 V.H.F. in black and white (405 lines) from the Winter Hill transmitter on 
weekdays from 3 May 1956, with Associated British Corporation (ABC) Television 
broadcasting in the North & Midlands at weekends. Later 625 lines U.H.F. Channel 59 
from Winter Hill and started broadcasting in colour in the autumn of 1969. 


Early yearS[edit] 


Most ITV franchisees viewed their territories as stopgaps before winning a coveted 
London franchise. In contrast, Granada determined to develop a strong northern identity 
- northern voices, northern programmes, northern idents with phrases such as Granada 
from the north, From the north—Granada and Granadal/and.““ Bernstein refused to 
employ anyone not prepared to live in or travel to Manchester24 and Jeremy 

Isaacs called him a ‘genial tyrant’ as a result.22! 


I think that what Manchester sees today, London will see eventually. 


— Sidney Bernstein on his hopes that Granada would eventually develop as a key player 
in British broadcasting in the 19505.23 


Bernstein decided to build new studios rather than hiring space or converting old 
buildings, an approach favoured by the other ITV companies and by the BBC at 

its original Manchester studios. The investment in new studios in 1954 contributed to 
Granada struggling financially, and the company was close to insolvency by late 1956. 
All four ITA franchisees were expected to make losses in the first few years of operation, 
but Granada's was a significant sum of £175,000“4 (nearly £3.5m in 2011).22 When it 
first became profitable, it had the lowest profits of the quartet.4#28 


Granada sought the help of Associated-Rediffusion, the London weekday station, which 
agreed to underwrite Granada's debts in exchange for a percentage of its profits, 
without the consent of the ITA, who would have blocked it. Granada accepted the deal, 
but the popularity of ITV increased and profitability followed.24 Analysts questioned how 
Associated-Rediffusion, ABC and ATV were making annual profits of up to £2.7m by 
1959 and yet Granada's profits were under £1m. With the increase in income, Granada 
tried to renegotiate the contract; Associated-Rediffusion refused, souring relations for 
many years. The deal was worth over £8m (2008: £129m!) to Rediffusion.24 By the 
early 1960s Granada was established and its soap opera Coronation Street quickly 


became popular,““| as did inexpensive game shows such as Criss Cross 
Quiz and University Challenge. 


Franchise changes[edit] 


In the 1968 franchise round, Granada's contract was changed from weekdays across the 
northern England region to the whole week in the northwest from Winter Hill 
transmitting station. Yorkshire was defined as a separate region and the contract 
awarded to Yorkshire Television, broadcasting from Emley Moor transmitting station; its 
transmissions could be received in parts of North Lincolnshire. Bernstein was angered 
by the decision to split "Granadaland", and claimed he would appeal to the United 
Nations.22 Granada Television was received in what is now Greater Manchester, 
Lancashire, Merseyside and Cheshire, the south of what is now Cumbria (then 
Lancashire, and smaller parts of Westmoreland and Yorkshire) around Barrow-in- 
Furness, the High Peak district of Derbyshire (Glossop, Buxton) and parts of the Isle of 
Man.2 Parts of North Wales can receive only the Winter Hill transmissions (i.e. Granada) 
rather than HTV. 


Granada retained its franchise in the 1980 franchise review, and invested in 
multimillion-pound dramatic serial productions such as The Jewel in the 

Crown and Brideshead Revisited. By the late 1980s the UK commercial broadcasters 
were considered too small to compete in the world market, and the ITV franchises 
began to consolidate with the aim of creating a single company with a larger budget. 22! 


The Broadcasting Act of 1990 instigated the 1991 franchise auction round, in which 
companies had to bid for the regions. Mersey Television, a company producing 

the Channel 4 soap opera Brookside, bid £35m compared to Granada's £9m! but 
Granada won as Mersey's package did not meet the ‘quality threshold' applied by 

the Independent Television Commission. This requirement disadvantaged companies 
with no previous franchise experience. Granada owned popular television series such 
as Coronation Street, which it threatened to sell to satellite TV if the franchise was lost. 
241 The government responded by relaxing the regulatory regime, so that ITV contractors 
could take over other companies, and Granada bought several companies. Some at the 
company considered ITV could survive only as a single merged entity to have sufficient 
resources to produce big-budget programmes, a concern that increased 

when BSkyB began to take ITV's viewing share, leading to less advertising revenue, the 
source of ITV's income. 


David Plowright, who had worked at Granada since 1957, resigned in 1992 citing the 
arrival of Gerry Robinson. He tightened the departmental budget with an 
uncompromising business approach.” Plowright had been the company's driving force, 
producing programmes such as World in Action, and Coronation Street, and promoting 
the Granada Studios Tour.2® His departure angered well-known media-industry 

figures; John Cleese faxed Robinson using ‘vitriolic language’ and called him an ‘upstart 
caterer’, a reference to his past employment.24 John Birt, Harold Pinter and Alan 
Bennett all supported Plowright for his quality programming.!2! 


Takeover bids[edit] 


The so-called 'Big 5' ITV franchisees, Thames, LWT, Central, Granada, and Yorkshire 
Television were expected to take over the ten smaller franchises. Granada wanted to 
consolidate with Yorkshire and Tyne Tees Television to 'counter the potential dominance 
of the south east',22 and the prospect of being taken over by Thames Television. 
Granada made a hostile bid for LWT in December 1993, but LWT believed Granada had 
little to offer despite having three times the market capitalisation;24 Granada, however, 


completed the take-over in 1994.24 Granada continued to expand by 

acquiring Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television for £652m in 199722 and bought UNM's 
television assets for £1.75 billion in 2000 - by which it acquired Anglia 

Television and Meridian Broadcasting and some divisions of HTV!?! - the remaining 
divisions passing to rival company Carlton due to competition laws.&4! A year later, it 
acquired Border from Capital Radio Group. 


By 2002, Granada had established an effective duopoly of ITV with Carlton Television, 
owning all the ITV companies in England and Wales. The remaining franchises in 
Scotland, (Scottish Television and Grampian Television), UTV in Northern Ireland, 

and Channel Television in the Channel Islands, remained independent. 


Granada was in a poor financial state and closed the Granada Studios Tour in 2001, 
citing decreasing visitor figures. The real reason was the decision to increase 
production of episodes for Coronation Street to five per week. Without access to that 
set, the highlight of the tour, the Granada Studios Tour venture was no longer viable. 
The company also closed Granada Film.2" The emergence of digital television cut ITV's 
viewing share, decreasing advertising revenue, which was already suffering from 
competition with the internet.24 The failure of ITV Digital cost Granada and Carlton 


losses estimated at over £1 billion% reducing the company's value from 2001 to 2003. 
(391 


ITV Granada and the unification of ITV[edit] 
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A 2001-2002 ident with the website for itv.com and the region's familiar logo. 


1A Granada 


ITV Granada logo used from 2006 to 2013. 


On 28 October 2002, in a network-wide relaunch, Granada was rebranded as ITV1 
Granada. The Granada name was shown before regional programmes, but this has 
ceased; its name has vanished from screens as have all other ITV regional identities. 

401 Since rebranding, all continuity announcements are made from London. The Granada 
logo appeared at the end of its own programmes until 31 October 2004. 


Granada was permitted by the government to merge with Carlton“ on 2 February 2004 
to form ITV plic.“4 The move was a takeover by Granada, whose market capitalisation 
was double that of Carlton at nearly £2 billion.“ Granada owned 68% of the shares and 
Carlton 32%; chairman designate Michael Green was ousted by shareholders™! and the 
majority of new board members originated from Granada.“ Carlton employees were 
subsumed in Granada operations or made redundant,“ with three out of four new 
departments led by Granada staff.4 


From 1 November 2004, Granada productions were credited "Granada Manchester", the 
brand of the unified in-house production arm but on 21 September 2005, it was 
announced that Granada's name would no longer appear at the end of programmes. 
The in-house production arm was renamed 'ITV Productions’. The change on 16 January 
2006 coincided with a relaunch of ITV's on-screen graphics. Granada's name and logo 
were used at the end of programmes made for other networks, such as University 
Challenge for BBC Two and old programmes shown on BSkyB channels 1, 2 and the 
former 3 (now Pick), until 2009. 


In November 2006, Granada lost its on-air identity when regional programming voiced 
ITV1 or ITV1 Granada over a generic ident. Local news coverage was branded Granada 
News except for the main 18.00 Granada Reports bulletin. Granada Reports’ main rival 
is BBC North West Tonight, broadcast to roughly the same region. In 2009, ITV removed 
the Granada brand from all departments including its international production arm, 
Granada America which became ITV Studios America. End credits on programmes made 
at The Manchester Studios were credited to ITV Studios.“ 


Present[edit] 


ITV made cutbacks, dropping 600 jobs in 2009, which effectively closed the Yorkshire 
Television Leeds Studios; more redundancies were made in London, leaving Granada 
relatively unscathed.“ In the 2009 ITV regional news cutbacks, Granada was one of 

three regions unaffected by changes except for picking up the Isle of Man which had 

previously been served by ITV Border's Lookaround programme.& 


ITV is obliged by UK communications regulator Ofcom to produce 50% of its 
programmes outside London, something it failed to achieve in 2007 and 2008.& With 
this obligation, retaining Manchester as the northern hub, and an £80m move 

to MediaCityUK on 25 March 2013, ITV appears to be committed to the Granada region 
for the foreseeable future. 


Studios[edit] 


Granada Studios with the red logo and lattice broadcasting tower on the roof - both of which 


have been removed in recent years. 


Main article: Granada Studios 


In the 18 months between the award of the franchise and the start of transmission, 
Granada built a brand new studio complex on Quay Street. The site was reportedly 
previously a cemetery for pauper's graves, where 22,000 people were buried. An article 
in The Sun newspaper and an episode of the TV series Most Haunted seem to be the 
only sources for this claim in 2009.52 Twelve maps from between 1772 and 1960 show 


no evidence of a cemetery and buildings are shown on the bull china site from 1807. 

531 Part of the Manchester and Salford Junction Canal, which linked the River Irwell to 
the Rochdale Canal from 1839 to 1922, ran in a tunnel underneath the site. The studios 
pre-date BBC Television Centre by four years and were the first purpose-built television 
studios in the United Kingdom.§! 


Bernstein exaggerated the scale of the studios, to make Granada appear a rival to the 
BBC, and gave the studios only even numbers so that it appeared there were 12 despite 
there being six. The studios were operated by 3sixtymedia, ITV Studios’ joint-venture 
company with BBC Resources Ltd from 2000.© The studios later hosted shows 
displaced by the closure of the Yorkshire Television studios in Leeds in 2009, including 
Channel 4's Countdown. 


In September 2010, the noted 1950s red landmark "Granada TV" sign on the roof and 
entrance of Granada Studios on Quay Street was removed for safety reasons after 
maintenance found it was badly corroded.&4 Some have claimed the signs will be 
returned.! The Museum of Science and Industry (MOSI) has registered an interest in 
inheriting the sign, deeming it important to Manchester's cultural heritage.5% 


Relocation[edit] 


After the ITV merger in 2004, the possibility of selling the Quay Street site was 
considered, with staff, studios and offices moved into the adjacent bonded warehouse 
building. ITV anticipated the BBC would buy the land but the BBC opted to move to the_ 
Peel Group's MediaCityUK development in Salford Quays. ITV considered relocating to 
Trafford Wharf across the Manchester Ship Canal from the BBC at MediaCityUK. 
Discussions continued for several years and an agreement in principle was reached in 
2008.2 In March 2009, in the recession, Granada announced it would remain at Quay 
Street! but after a change of management, talks resumed in January 2010.2! Two 
years later on 16 December 2010, Granada announced it would move to the Orange 
Building in MediaCityUK alongside the University of Salford. It planned to build a studio 
to produce the ITV flagship soap opera Coronation Street on the opposite bank of the 
ship canal on Trafford Wharf. Planning permission was granted and building work 
started on 6 September 2011! with the goal of completion in 2012.' ITV Granada 
moved to MediaCityUK on 25 March 2013. 


Identity[edit] 


Throughout its history, Granada Television used the logo of an arrow pointing 
northwards in idents, often accompanied by a tagline ‘from the North'. Sidney 
Bernstein wanted to present a northern identity. Granada Television was considered 
bolder and more "Socialist" in its identity than the other ITV franchisees and the BBC, 
iss} and placed great emphasis displaying the northern style which distinguished it from 
them. Bernstein believed the north had untapped creative energy that needed 
cultivation.2 


Granada was one of the few regions that did not play "God Save the Queen" 
at closedown. 


In 1958, two years after its launch, Granada Television's northern style was 

apparent. Kenneth Clark, of the Independent Television Authority (ITA) which let the 
franchise, remarked: "We did not quite foresee how much Granada Television would 
develop a character which distinguishes it most markedly from the other programmes 
companies and from the BBC." Peter Salmon, of the BBC said: "Granada Television 


made TV programmes in the north west; for northerners, reflecting northern culture and 


attitudes. "sa 


GRANADA 


A Granada TV ident with the pointed G symbol from 1992 


Idents[edit] 


From its launch in 1956 until 1968, when an ident featuring the word "GRANADA" 
between two horizontal lines was introduced, the channel used captions and animations 
featuring a thin arrow pointing upwards and Granada, in a stylised font, in boxes. The 
arrow pointed at the "n" in Granada, pointing north and sometimes animated revealing 
the slogan 'From the North’, before the Granada name. 


After the use of the word "GRANADA" between two horizontal lines was phased out in 
the first half of 1969, the famous pointed 'G' logo, incorporating the upward/Northward 
facing arrow used previously into a letter "G" was introduced. This was to be the 
corporate logo for the Granada Group as a whole (also seen as the logo for Granada's 
TV rentals firm), so it was introduced to their ITV franchise as a matter of course rather 
than the ITV franchise choosing to adopt the new branding. This logo was originally 
white on a grey background (although occasionally seen as black on a white 
background) but after the introduction of colour, grey was replaced with blue (after a 
short period of using white symbol/yellow lettering/purple background), with the 
GRANADA name in white and the G symbol in yellow. 221721 


A colour emblem was used from the 1970s until it was replaced by a series of idents to 
celebrate Granada Television's 30th anniversary on 3 May 1986, when it was a 
computer animated pointed "G" against a graded background and a cake covered in 
candles in the pointed G shape. On 1 September 1986, Granada Television reverted to 
using a caption featuring a gold or chrome 3D pointed 'G' on a graded blue background. 
rozm] Granada Television used in-vision continuity featuring northern personalities 
giving messages. It was common for the logo to be seen for a few seconds after the 
continuity before the programme, and continuity was rarely given over the symbol.“ 


On 5 June 1989, Granada Television launched a look featuring a translucent pointed G, 
which rotated into place in time to the music against a natural scene. When the first ITV 
generic look was launched, Granada Television refused to adopt it, because the 
Granada Television logo was incorrectly inserted into the 'V' segment of the logo. The 
company used a version with its translucent logo shown at the beginning, before 
continuing with the generic ident and ending with the generic ITV logo. 


On 4 June 1990, Granada Television, in the run-up to the 1990 franchise round, 
relaunched its on-screen branding to a blue stripe descending from the top of the 
screen, containing the pointed 'G', against a plain white background accompanied by 
the same music as previously. Variations were seen from which the stripe formed from 
a falling feather or was backlit. On 4 May 1992, the stripe descended to reveal a 


rainbow of colours before becoming the usual blue and this ident stays on screen until 1 
January 1995.7% 


On 3 January 1994, Granada Television introduced a series of films featuring flags with 
its logo against various scenes in the region, accompanied by the slogan ‘Setting the 
Standard’. These introduced local programming, Granada Reports, or promotions. 


On 2 January 1995, the stripe theme was modified; the pointed 'G' was larger on the 
blue stripe against a computer generated multicoloured background and the 'G' was 
created by filming a large perspex 'G' with motion control photography. This ident was 
used, from a variety of angles, until 7 November 1999, by which point additional idents 
based on surreal surroundings, such as a fish blowing a bubble with a G inside, which 
floated to the surface, or a camera zoom into the eye of a housewife to reveal the G in 
her eye, were introduced. 


All the idents were replaced on 8 November 1999 when Granada Television took 

the generic hearts idents. Granada Television kept the pointed G logo, made slightly 
thinner and placed in a box at the top of the screen. The dual branding of Granada 
Television and ITV lasted until 28 October 2002, when regional identities were dropped 
in favour of the new ITV1 channel brand. The celebrities ident package featured plain 
ITV1 idents for all national programmes, and Granada Television placed under the ITV1 
logo for regional programmes. This practice continued until 16 January 2006, when no 
name was used, and Granada Productions was replaced with ITV Productions on 
programme end boards. The Granada Television logo continued on end boards until this 
date. The Granada name was used on announcements before local programming over a 
generic ITV1 ident until all non-news regional programming was scrapped. “2231751 


On 14 January 2013, the station's on-air identity was changed to ITV, along with all 
other ITV plc-owned franchises. 


During the early days, the pointed G logo was used on two other subsidiary businesses. 
Firstly came the 'Red Arrow Television Rental’ chain. During the days when many 
families preferred to rent their TV sets to offset poor reliability and changing fashions, 
this company fared well alongside the established 'heavy hitters' such as Radio Rentals. 
The company's opening promotion was to give every new customer a small, Hiawatha- 
style figurine to stand on top of their new TV set. Upon its success, the name was later 
changed to 'Granada TV Rental’. Based on the results of this company, Granada 
Television dipped its toes into the office furniture rental business, and carpet sales and 
fitting for larger business customers, with 'Black Arrow'. This business was less 
successful. 


On Bridge Street in Manchester, the adjacent street to the Granada TV studios, stands a 
dry cleaning business called Granada Dry Cleaners. Despite the company's logo and 
shop facia signs aping (until early in 2014 when their signage was revamped) exactly 
the Granada Television logo typeface, Granada Dry Cleaners is a wholly independent, 
family-run business. It was established in 1957 by Gerald and Ronnie Singer and has no 
connection whatsoever with Granada TV or its subsidiaries. 


As of March 2016, the 'G' arrow trademark is owned by Matgo Ltd. 


Programmes[edit] 


The Coronation Street set at the Granada Studios Tour 


In 1958, Granada Television broadcast coverage of the 1958 Rochdale by-election, the 
first election to be covered on television in Britain.22 Granada's coverage was broad in 
scope, and it also broadcast two candidate debates. Over 50 years later, Granada 
Studios hosted the first General Election debate among the leaders of the three main 
political parties.” 


Granada's boldness was seen in ambitious documentaries such as Seven Up!, which 
premiered in 1964. The programme was a social experiment which followed the lives of 
14 British children aged seven. It tracked their lives at seven-year intervals to discover 
whether their hopes and aspirations had been achieved. The documentary was voted 
the greatest ever by esteemed film-makers and its latest installment, 63 Up, premiered 
in 2019. Seven Up was part of the World in Action documentary series between 1963 
and 1998, which won awards but was controversial. It garnered a reputation for hard- 
hitting investigative journalism and its producer Gus Macdonald commented that the 
programme was ‘born brash.'% Paul Greengrass said that David Plowright told him, 
"don't forget, your job's to make trouble." World in Action demonstrated hard-hitting 
investigative journalism and explored issues such as police corruption at the 
Metropolitan Police in 1985 and the Royal Family's tax loophole in 1991.24 The 
programme led a campaign to prove the innocence of the Birmingham Six in 1985 when 
researcher Chris Mullin questioned the convictions; by 1991 the men had been released 
from prison. 


The classic northern working-class soap opera, Coronation Street, started a 13-week, 
two-episodes-a-week regional run on 9 December 1960. It is still produced at the rate of 
six peak-viewing episodes a week after nearly 60 years, and is the longest-running soap 
opera in the world. Such set-pieces as Siege Week and the 2010 Tram Crash were 
filmed at the studio. The company also produced gritty drama series such as A Family at 
War (1970-72), set during World War Il. 


Granada produced The Stars Look Down (1975), Laurence Olivier Presents (1976- 

78), Brideshead Revisited (1981), the multi-award-winning Disappearing World series 
(between 1969 and 1993) and, from 1984, The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes and The 
Jewel in the Crown for an international audience. These shows were sold overseas 

by Granada Television International. 


Another flagship programme, the long-running quiz show, University Challenge was 
originally aired between 1962 and 1987. It was revived by the BBC in 1994 (produced 
by Granada). The company produced The Krypton Factor, between 1977 and 1995 
(revived by ITV in 2009). One of Granada's longest-running programmes, What The 
Papers Say, was broadcast by Granada in 1956, was taken over by the BBC in the early 
1990s, and was shown by Channel 4. The programme introduced the idea of discussing 
what the newspapers were reporting, continued by Sunday Supplement and The Wright 


Stuff In the 1970s, Granada produced situation comedies, often based around life in 
the north west including Nearest and Dearest, The Lovers and The Cuckoo 
Waltz, followed by Brothers McGregor and Watching in the 1980s. 


Granada drew on 1970s pop music with shows such as Lift Off with Ayshea and the Bay 
City Rollers show, Shang-a-lang. Granada's So /t Goes was presented by Tony 

Wilson and showcased the punk phenomenon, bringing the Sex Pistols and the Clash to 
TV screens. The station also produced Marc, presented by glam rock star Marc Bolan. 
The show was in production when Bolan was killed in a car accident in 1977. Granada 
produced A//sorts from 1989 to 1995 for CITV, featuring Wayne Jackman, Andrew 
Wightman (who later produced Granada's talent show Stars in Their Eyes), Virginia 
Radcliffe, Jane Cox and Julie Westwood. 


Also, Granada Studios produced The Weekenders (1992), a surreal comedy episode 
featuring Vic Reeves and Bob Mortimer. 


For Granada Television produced programmes, see List of television shows set in 
Manchester. 


Personalities[edit] 


Granada Television has introduced many broadcasters and figures to British television; 
it has had a number of directors, producers and writers who have formed their own 
production companies. Some have been recognised for their achievements in British 
television with honours such as Knighthoods, while others achieved senior posts such 
as Director-General of the BBC. Jeremy Isaacs developed a significant portion of 
Granada's factual programming, and the company produced a generation of major 
British TV 'players' including Lord Birt, later Director-General of the BBC, and Lord 
Macdonald, his fellow World in Action producer. Many began work as researchers on the 
World in Action. 


Writers, directors and producers 


e john Birt, Baron Birt started his career at Granada in 1966 as a researcher for World 
in Action before leaving in 1971. He became Director-General of the BBC from 1992 
to 2000. 

e Gus Macdonald was a researcher in 1967 and worked with John Birt before leaving in 
1986. 

e Andy Harries was researcher before starting his television career on World in 
Action, and worked in various roles until the 2000s.22 

e Nicola Shindler was a script-writer on Cracker in 1993 before forming the Red_ 
Production Company. 

e jeremy Isaacs joined Granada in 1968, where he supervised production of World in 
Action and What the Papers Say. 

e Paul Abbott is a former screenwriter who created State of Play and Shameless. 

e Russell T Davies collaborated with Paul Abbott as a writer in the 1990s.£4 

e Paul Greengrass was a director of current affairs program World in Action in the 
1980s before becoming a film director. 

e Kay Mellor worked with Paul Abbott on Children's Ward and wrote other drama 
serials, such as Strictly Confidential and Between the Sheets. 

e Tom Hooper directed two episodes of Cold Feet and directed Helen Mirren in Prime 
Suspect before becoming a film director.!! 


e Michael Apted begun his television career and stayed for over twenty years. He 
devised the Up series documentary. 

e Jack Rosenthal was a prolific playwright® producing The Dustbinmen and The 
Lovers. 

e Jim Allen, a prolific socialist playwright best known for his collaborations with Ken_ 
Loach. Contributed script to Coronation Street between 1965 until 1967.2 

Presenters 


e Sir Michael Parkinson began his television career at Granada Television. 

e Tony Wilson presented Granada Reports and music programmes that promoted 
Manchester music, which gave him the nickname Mr Manchester. 

e Gordon Burns joined in 1972 and presented Granada Reports, World in 
Action and The Krypton Factor. He later joined BBC North West in 1999 to 
present North West Tonight, where he became the programme's main anchor from 
then until 2011. 

e Richard Madeley joined Granada in 1982 where he met Judy Finnigan, who joined as 
a researcher in 1972. 

e Sacha Baron Cohen had a chatshow, F2F on Granada Talk TV in 1996. 

e Lucy Meacock is Granada news presenter since 1988 and occasional presenter for 
the ITV national news. 

e Paul Crone. 


Other ventures[edit] 
Granada Studios Tour[edit] 
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Entrance to Granada Studios Tour 


The Granada Studios Tour opened in 1988 as an entertainment park on the Granada 
Studios Quay Street back lot, themed around television productions. The park featured 
a replica set of No. 10 Downing Street, and visitors were shown how television is 
produced. The main feature was the set of Coronation Street 


G-WizZ[edit] 


"G-Wizz" redirects here. For other uses, see Gee Whiz. 


Several of Granada's programmes administered their websites using G-Wizz, 

including This Morning, Coronation Street and Emmerdale. Its Flash-heavy pages were 
mostly unusable by subscribers, who were then still largely modem-based, and take-up 
was low. Less than a year after it opened, Granada closed G-Wizz in March 2001, after it 
had cost the company £9 million. It combined the remainder of its online presence with 
fellow ITV company Carlton to launch itv.com. 


Granada Sky Broadcasting[edit] 


GSB's logo 


In 1996 Granada joined BSkyB to form a joint venture, Granada Sky Broadcasting (GSB) 
providing content and new channels to the satellite platform. Granada launched a range 
of television channels broadcasting the Granada archive on the Sky satellite television 
platform and other digital platforms such as ITV Digital which closed in 2002 due to 
administration, NTL and Telewest (which merged to form Virgin Media). GSB operated 
as a joint venture until 2004 when ITV was formed. Consequently, ITV purchased 
BSkyB's 10% stake in the venture and launched ITV3 which replaced Granada Plus. GSB 
was renamed the /TV digital channels Ltd to reflect ITV plc control. 


ONdigital[edit] 


From 1997 until 2002 Granada and Carlton invested, and lost, over £1 billion with a joint 
venture into ONdigital, a pay-TV, digital terrestrial broadcaster. ONdigital was 
rebranded ITV Digital in summer 2001, but opposed by SMG plc, UTV, and Channel 
Television, who felt it would damage the ITV brand. ONdigital was expected to create a 
new revenue stream and be floated as a separate company but by March 1999 the 
service only had 110,000 subscribers, well below the 2 million Granada aimed for. 

41 Granada and Carlton persevered by rebranding the service ITV Digital but this too 
was not successful. Competition from Sky Digital launched in 1998 was too great and 
ITV Digital ceased broadcasting on 1 May 2002. This led to sweeping cuts in the 
organisation, including cutting budgets for flagship drama serials and productions® and 
loss of jobs at the Manchester headquarters. 


Additional channels[edit] 
Granada Plus[edit] 


Granada Plus was a general entertainment channel, a 50-50 joint venture between 
Granada Television and British Sky Broadcasting, aimed at older audiences using 
archive material. The channel, launched on 1 October 1996 as Granada Plus, was later 
known as G Plus and finally Plus. It broadcast until 1 November 2004, when ITV bought 
BSkyB's stake in GSB, and closed the channel, replacing it with ITV3, and taking Plus’ 
low EPG position on Sky Digital. 


Men & Motors[edit] 


Men & Motors was a male orientated channel which launched on the same day as 
Granada Plus, sharing transponder space with Plus and broadcasting for three hours a 
day in the late evening. In 2004 it became a full-time channel, broadcasting motors 
programming during the day and adult programming in the late evening although the 
adult programming was dropped when the channel went free-to-air in 2005. It lasted 
longest of all the channels, and ran until 2010, when it was closed to make way for ITV_ 
HD. Most of its programmes were transferred to ITV4. 


Granada Breeze[edit] 


Originally Granada Good Life, Granada Breeze was another GSB venture which also 
launched on 1 October 1996. It was a lifestyle channel aimed at women viewers and 
showed programmes on, cookery, health and US daytime television such as Judge Joe 
Brown. It provided programmes split into themed sections called Granada Talk 


Television, Granada Food and Wine, Granada Health and Beauty, Granada Television 
High Street and Granada Home and Garden. Most shows were presented from a large 
conservatory studio outside the Coronation Street studio which was later used for 
daytime ITV Play programming. Granada Breeze was scaled down in July 20012% before 
ceasing operation in March 2002 due to poor viewing figures. 


Others[edit] 


Another channel, Wellbeing, a joint venture with Boots, modelled on Granada Breeze 
was broadcast from The Leeds Studios, although Granada made some programmes, 
closed in 2003. 


Granada Talk TV focused on chat shows and closed after less than a year on air. 


Reception([edit] 
Awards and accolades[edit] 


Granada Television had a reputation for strong production values. In 1999, Granada 
Television made eight of ITV's top-rated programmes and 30% of the UK's top-rated 
programmes came from its studios” and in 2005 supplied 63% of ITV original 
production.2 It was the only ITA broadcaster created in 1954 that survived into the 
21st century, and flourished it emerged the dominant player in the ITV network by 
2000.42 


In the 19 BAFTA Awards for the Best Drama series awarded since 1992, Granada 
Television has won five in total, Cracker twice in 1994 and 1995, Cold Feet in 2002 
and The Street in 2007 and 2008 - more than any other production company. 


Coronation Street became the longest running serial soap in 2010 when it celebrated its 
50th anniversary and the ongoing Seven Up documentary series was voted the greatest 


documentary in a Channel 4 programme by film makers. 
Criticisms of perceived Manchester-centric bias[edit] 


In three franchise rounds (1967, 1980, and 1991) three groups (Palatine Television, 
Merseyvision, and Mersey Television, wherein the latter two were unconnected) each 
made audacious bids to rid Granada (and in 1967, ABC) of its franchise, but were 
unsuccessful, given that Granada was well respected (second only to the BBC).2% The 
opponents claimed to the regulatory bodies that existed at the time (the ITA in 1967, 
the IBA in 1981, and the ITC in 1991) in these successive franchise rounds that Granada 
was too Manchester-centred at the expense of the Liverpool area and need to cater for 
the whole of North West England. They were supported by the fact that Granada 
Television was frequently referred to as "Granada Manchester" (not "Granada North 
West"), as most productions were made in Manchester and in 2005 Granada and 
the Manchester City Council held a celebration recognising Granada's 50th anniversary 
cementing this perception further. In 1993, Brian Sedgemore MP, complained that 
promises Granada made during the 1991 franchise round to open offices 

in Chester, Lancaster and Blackburn were not fulfilled,“ but David Liddiment at 
Granada did not believe this assertion to be true. = 


Granada had increased investment in Liverpool moving its regional news service to 
the Albert Dock complex in 1986,2% before moving back to Quay Street sometime in the 
early 2000s. 


The ITV network based its daytime show This Morning at Liverpool's Albert Dock for 
many years before it moved to the London Studios in 1996, as it was difficult to get 
celebrity guests to travel from London to Liverpool.2°2 


Criticisms and controversies over World in Action and Tonightfedit] 


Granada's bold, hard-hitting television and documentaries resulted in a number of legal 
cases. David Plowright told junior researcher, Paul Greengrass, that Granada's role was 
to make trouble. World in Action was hard-hitting but resulted in expensive, libel trials 
when wrong accusations were made in the 1990s. 


In 1998 Granada paid £2 million in two cases, to three Metropolitan Police officers who 
were wrongly accused of covering up a murder2! and Marks and Spencer for alleging 
M&S knew one of its suppliers was using child labour.“24 World in Action was axed in 
1998 and replaced by the Tonight programme in 1999 but it too was criticised, but this 
time, for dumbing down as the Tonight programme is markedly less hard-hitting. 


Nevertheless, Tonight had occasionally stirred controversy like its predecessor. An 
example is the 2003 documentary Living with Michael Jackson (a Tonight special). Its 
airing resulted in the threat of legal action by Michael Jackson.“ The documentary 
gained a large audience, 15 million in the United Kingdom, and newspapers depicted 
Jackson in a negative light following the documentary.“ Jackson did not, ultimately, 
bring any case to court. 


See also[edit] 


e Media in Manchester 
e ITV Studios - Granada Television's production arm 


e Granada plc - Granada Television's parent company 
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This is a timeline of the history of Granada Television. 


1950s[edit] 


e 1951 
o 12 October - The Holme Moss transmitter is opened in Northern England, making 
the BBC Television Service available to the region for the first time. 


e 1954 
o The Independent Television Authority (ITA) awards Granada the North of England 
contract for Monday to Friday - ABC gets the weekend licence. 


e 1955 


o No events. 


e 1956 
o 3 May - Granada Television launches, originally just broadcasting in the north 
west. 
o 3 November - Granada, and weekend contractor ABC, begin transmitting across 
most of Yorkshire from the newly built Emley Moor transmitting station. 


e 1957 
o No events. 


e 1958 
o Granada becomes the first UK broadcaster to fully cover a UK by-election. 
u Granada's ground-breaking coverage of the 1958 Rochdale by- 
electionincludes two candidate debates.” 


e 1959 

o No events. 
1960s[edit] 
e 1960 


o 9 December - The first episode of soap opera Coronation Street, made 
by Granada Television, is aired on ITV. Intended as a 13-week pilot, it continues 
to this day as Britain's longest running soap. 


e 1961 
o No events. 


e 1962 
o 21 September - The first episode of quiz programme University Challenge is 
broadcast and is one of the very few non-news/current affairs programmes on 
ITV to be transmitted without a commercial break. The programme continues to 
be shown on ITV for the next 25 years before being revived in 1994 as an 
independent commission for the BBC where it continues to this day. 


e 1963 
o 7 January - The first edition of Granada's flagship current affairs 
programme World in Action is broadcast. 


e 1964 
o 24 February - Granada broadcasts after midnight for the first time when it shows 
coverage of Henry Cooper's title fight at Manchester's Belle Vue Zoological 
Gardens. 
o 5 May - World in Action broadcasts a film called Seven Up which followed the 
lives of 14 British children aged seven. It continued to track their lives at seven- 
year intervals and its latest instalment, 63 Up, premiered in 2019. 


e 1965 


o No events. 


e 1966 
o No events. 


e 1967 
o The Independent Television Authority announces that the forthcoming ITV 
licensing round will see the North of England franchise split between North West 
England and the three Ridings of Yorkshire with each license being seven days a 
week operations.“ 


e 1968 

o 29 July - From today, Granada only broadcasts to the north west although it now 
operates seven days a week. 

o August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 

o Granada launches its famous pointed ‘G’ logo, replacing the “From the North” 
tagline. The new ident is not animated and consists purely of a static caption. 


e 1969 

o 15 November - Granada starts broadcasting in colour. 
1970s[edit] 
e 1970 


o No events. 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 


o 16 October - Following the lifting of restrictions on broadcasting hours, Granada 
launches an afternoon service. 


e 1973 
o Granada's nightly news programme is relaunched as Granada Reports. The 
nightly news programme had previously had various titles, including Northern 
Newscast, Scene at Six Thirty, Newsview and People and Places. 


e 1974 
o No events. 


e 1975 
o No events. 


e 1976 
o No events. 


e 1977 
o No events. 


e 1978 
o 10 April - Granada opens a news base in Liverpool. 


e 1979 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces Granada Television off the air. The 
strike ends on 24 October. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o 28 December - The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces the new 
contractors to commence on 1 January 1982 and Granada is re-awarded its 
licence although its coverage area is to be slightly reduced with several 
transmitters along its border being transferred to other companies. 


e 1981 
o No events. 


e 1982 
o 1 January - Granada loses the right to broadcast to 
the Todmorden and Walsden area of West Yorkshire and to the Kendal area of 
south Cumbria when the transmitters covering these areas are transferred 
to Yorkshire Television and Border Television respectfully. 


e 1983 

o 1 February - ITV’s breakfast television service TV-am launches. Consequently, 
Granada’s broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 

o 14 February - Granada goes off air because of an industrial dispute staged by 
electricians at their Manchester studios that is sparked by discord when a 
foreman receives a pay rise without union knowledge. Members of the Electrical, 
Electronic, Telecommunications and Plumbing Union (EETPU) hold a meeting to 
discuss the situation, scheduling it to coincide with the evening's broadcast 
of Coronation Street. As a result the Monday evening schedule is heavily 
disrupted, while Coronation Street is scheduled as a one-off omnibus edition 
along with the week's Wednesday episode later in the week, and is also aired 
on Channel 4 the following Sunday. 


e 1984 
o No events. 


e 1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 


e 1986 
o April - Most of Granada's regional news operation is relocated 
from Manchester to a computerised news centre at the former Traffic Office 
building in Liverpool's Albert Dock. 


1987 


o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 

e 1988 

o 13 February - Granada launches 24-hour broadcasting. 

o 2 September - Granada launches an overnight service called Night Time to make 
it easier for the smaller companies to introduce 24-hour broadcasting. The 
service is networked to Tyne Tees, TSW, Grampian and Border with Ulster taking 
the service from 3 October. 

o 3 October - Having been awarded the contract to produce ITV's new flagship 
daytime programme, This Morning makes its debut. Granada had fought off bids 
from four other ITV companies to produce the show. 

e 1989 

o 5 June - Granada launches a look featuring a translucent pointed G, which 
rotated into place in time to the music against a natural scene." 

o 1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. However 
Granada refused to adopt it, because the Granada Television logo was 
incorrectly inserted into the 'V' segment of the logo. The company used a 
version with its translucent logo shown at the beginning, before continuing with 
the generic ident and ending with the generic ITV logo.24 

1990s[edit] 
e 1990 

o 2 January - Granada Television's nightly news programme Granada Reports is 
rebranded as Granada Tonight and the shorter bulletins are rebranded 
as Granada News. 

o May - What the Papers Say, which had been broadcast on ITV and Channel 4 
since 1956, becomes the first Granada commission for the BBC when the show 
transfers from ITV to the Corporation. 

o 25 May - Granada starts broadcasting in NICAM digital stereo.) 

o 4 June - Granada Television, in the run-up to the 1990 franchise round, 
relaunches its on-screen branding to a blue stripe descending from the top of the 
screen, containing the pointed 'G', against a plain white background 
accompanied by the same music as previously. Variations are seen from which 
the stripe formed from a falling feather or was backlit.) 

e 1991 
o 16 October - The Independent Television Commission announces the results of 


the franchise round. Granada Television is re-awarded its licence. A rival bid 
came from Mersey Television, a company producing the Channel 4 soap 
opera Brookside. They bid £35 million compared to Granada's £9m“# but 
Granada won as Mersey TV did not meet the ‘quality threshold’ applied by 
the Independent Television Commission. 


e 1992 


o Granada Tonight returns to Manchester although bulletins continue to be 
broadcast from the Albert Dock newsroom until 1998. 


1993 
o No events. 


1994 
o The BBC commissions Granada to produce a revival of University Challenge. The 
programme had last been seen on ITV screens in 1987. It continues to this day. 


1995 
o 4 June - Granada closes its Night Time service and instead carries the new 
national overnight service from London. 


1996 

o Granada-produced daytime show This Morning is moved from Liverpool's Albert 
Dock to the London Studios on the grounds that it was difficult to get celebrity 
guests to travel from London to Liverpool.2= 

o 1 October - Granada Sky Broadcasting launches. It is a joint venture between 
Granada and BSkyB. The four-channel service consists of Granada Plus, showing 
entertainment programmes from the archives of Granada and its 
subsidiaries; Granada Good Life is a lifestyle channel split into four segments: 
Granada Food & Wine, Granada Health & Beauty, Granada TV High Street and 
Granada Home & Garden; Granada Men & Motors is a channel aimed at men and 
broadcasts for three hours each night, after Granada Plus; and Granada Talk 
TV is a daytime-only debate channel. 


1997 

o 25 june - The ITC awards the sole DTT broadcast licence to British Digital 
Broadcasting - a consortium consisting of Carlton Television, Granada 
Television and BSkyB. 

o 26 June - Granada Group plc (now ITV plc) acquires Yorkshire-Tyne Tees 
Television plc .28 

o 31 August - Granada Talk TV closes. 


1998 

o 1 May - Granada Good Life is relaunched as a single channel called Granada 
Breeze in order to improve ratings. 

o 15 November - OnDigital launches and the three remaining Granada Sky 
Broadcasting channels form part of the service. 

o 7 December - After more than 35 years on air, the final edition of Granada's 
current affairs programme World in Action is broadcast. It is replaced by Tonight. 


e 1999 

o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced.24 
2000s[edit] 
e 2000 


o No events. 


2001 

o July - Granada buys Border Television. 

o 11 July - OnDigital is relaunched as ITV Digital. 

o 28 September - Granada Television's flagship nightly news programme Granada 
Tonight is rebranded to its original title Granada Reports. 


2002 

o 27 March - ITV Digital goes into administration.“# 

o 30 April - Granada Breeze closes. 

o 1 May - ITV Digital stops broadcasting.22 

o 28 October - On-air regional identities are dropped apart from when introducing 
regional programmes and Granada is renamed ITV1 Granada. This leads to 
sweeping cuts in the organisation, including cutting budgets for 
programmes and a loss of jobs at Granada's Manchester headquarters.24 


2003 
o No events. 


2004 

o 2 February - Granada merges with Carlton Communications to form a single 
England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc.24 

o 31 October - The Granada logo is seen at the end of its own programmes for the 
final time. 

o 1November - 
= ITV takes full control of Granada Sky Broadcasting. 
= Granada Plus closes to make way for ITV3. 


2005 
o Granada closes its offices in Blackburn and Chester. 


2006 
o July - Granada closes its studios at Liverpool's Albert Dock. 


2007 
o No events. 


2008 


o What the Papers Say is broadcast on television for the final time following a 
decision by the BBC not to renew the programme 2. The programme had been 
produced by Granada since 1956. 


2009 
o February - ITV makes major cutbacks to its regional broadcasts in 
England. Granada News is unaffected by the changes .22 


o All non-news local programming ends apart from a monthly political discussion 
show. 


o 16 July - ITV Granada take over coverage of the Isle of Man from ITV Tyne Tees & 
Border. 


o 2 December - The Granada region completes digital switchover. 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 
o 1 April- Men & Motors stops broadcasting. 
o September - The iconic sign "Granada TV" sign on the roof and entrance 
of Granada Studios is removed after a safety check revealed the signs, that had 
been in place since the 1950s, were severely corroded and unsafe.24 
o December - ITV announces that it will move its north west production facilities 
from the Granada Studios on Quay Street in central Manchester to MediaCityUK. 


e 2011 
o No events. 


e 2012 
o No events. 


e 2013 
o 24 March - Granada Reports is broadcast from MediaCityUK for the first 
time signifying the completion of the initial phase of Granada's migration from 
the Granada Studios in Quay Street.28 The MediaCity site is home to 
approximately 750 ITV employees at ITV Granada and ITV Studios. 
o June - The Granada Studios close.2# 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 
e History of ITV television idents 
e Timeline of ITV 
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General information 

Former Television studios (Granada) 
Manchester, United Kingdom 


Quay Street 
Manchester 


M60 9EA 


\w53.478879°N 
2.255808°WCoordinates: “#53.478879° 
N 2.255808°W 


ITV Granada 

ITV Studios 

3sixtymedia 

Red Production Company 


Provision Manchester 


1954 


1962”! 
3 May 1956 (first broadcast) 


1987 (for Granada Studios Tour) 
2006 (to Bonded Warehouse) 


June 2013 


Renovation £3m (1987) 


cost 
Owner 3SixtyMedia (80% ITV Studios and 
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Design and construction 
Architect Ralph Tubbs 
Other Sidney Bernstein"! 
designers 


Granada Studios (also known as Quay Street Studios or the Manchester Studios) 
were television studios on Quay Street in Manchester with the facility to broadcast live 
and recorded programmes. They were the headquarters of Granada Television and 

later ITV Granada between 1956 and 2013. At the time of their closure, the studios were 
the oldest operating purpose-built television studios in the United Kingdom. 


The studios were home to the world's longest-running serial drama, Coronation Street, 
and other long-running shows such as the quiz show University Challenge and the 
current affairs documentary series World in Action. Firsts at the studios include The 
Beatles' first television performance in 1962 and the first general election debate in 
2010." 


Until 2010, the main building, Granada House, had a red neon "Granada TV" sign on the 
roof, which was a landmark for rail passengers travelling from the west into Manchester 
city centre.” A decorative broadcasting tower was erected at the behest of Sidney 
Bernstein to give the studios an embellished and professional appearance. At its top, 
this tower had an enclosed, steerable, microwave dish which, pre-satellite, provided line 
of sight outside broadcast links to the company's 'Eagle Tower' vehicles. There were 
three main studios, each covering over 4,500 square feet (420 m7’). 


The studios were owned by ITV Studios and BBC Resources through a joint venture 
company, 3SixtyMedia. After a dip in production during the early 2000s," the studios 
underwent a revival from 2009 until their closure. Countdown moved to Manchester 
from the Leeds Studios in 2009. Programmes such as John Bishop's Britain, The 
Chase, Divided, Take Me Out and High Stakes were recorded here and the studios 
hosted the first ever General Election debate in April 2010. 


The studios closed in June 2013, and ITV Granada and ITV Studios moved 

to dock10, MediaCityUK in Salford Quays and Trafford Quays. Granada House is not 
a listed building but will nonetheless be retained as part of new proposals by Allied 
London. This will generally consist of exhibition space and a new bespoke hotel." 


Although there have been calls to maintain the set for Coronation Street, little appetite 
exists with local authorities keen to free up new prime city centre land for further 
commercial development opportunities such as the 

continuing Spinningfields development." In 2013 the site was sold for £26 million. 

uu Much of the site will be demolished, with the exception of Granada House which will 


be sympathetically retained, reflecting the area's past heritage in television 
broadcasting, and converted into hotel and office space by 2018. Work started on 
removing the old equipment from the galleries in February 2018.2211 


History[edit] 
See also: Granada Television 


After Granada secured the contract for broadcasting to the North of England on 
weekdays, the company built a television studio complex while the BBC 

Manchester and ABC (originally Granada's weekend counterpart) respectively 
converted a former church/film studio and cinema in the city for television use. The 
transition for the other broadcasters was that new areas were required for transmission 
facilities. Granada bypassed these problems by creating entirely new studios. 


Sidney Bernstein chose its base for northern operations from Leeds, Liverpoolt and 
Manchester.4= Granada executive, Victor Peers, believed Manchester was the preferred 
choice even before Granada executives, Peers, Denis Forman, Reg Hammans and 
Sidney Bernstein, toured possible locations.“24 One site was identified by Hammans in 
Leeds and three were found in Manchester which convinced Bernstein to explore 
further.“2 Two sites were deemed expensive, and another in Salford Quays was rejected 
by Bernstein as inadequate.“4 A site on Quay Street in Manchester city centre owned 

by Manchester City Council was bought for £82,000." The land supposedly hosted 

a cemetery containing pauper's graves, where 22,000 people were buried.2# Part of 

the Manchester and Salford Junction Canal, which linked the River Irwell to the Rochdale 
Canal from 1839 to 1922, ran in tunnel underneath the site. 
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The Granada Studios main entrance 
Architecture[edit] 


The studios were designed by Ralph Tubbs, but Sidney Bernstein was instrumental in 
influencing designs and giving regular plan briefings.22 Bernstein was believed to have 
some architectural knowledge despite no experience or formal training,22 and was 
referred to as a "genial tyrant" by Granada producer Jeremy Isaacs for his influence in 
many decisions at Granada. In his memoirs, Forman wrote: "Anyone who witnessed 
Sidney at work in one of these sessions had to acknowledge his practical genius as an 
architect" as Bernstein lectured and demonstrated his plans for the studios to 
colleagues.” Forman wrote that Tubbs looked "sometimes enthusiastic, sometimes 
disconsolate"™4 during Bernstein's lecture briefings. 


The logo which adorned the building was in a period font and remained in position from 
1961 until 2010. Bernstein, keen to save money, had the studios built in a modular, 
sequential cycle - so new facilities were not built unless there was demand. This led to a 
jumbled appearance as the company expanded and renovated the site which 
encompassed a bonded warehouse built in the Victorian era. 


The original studios were in a two-story building on Quay Street. Bernstein stipulated in 
1956 the company needed the bare minimum of studio space and was unwilling to 
invest in facilities that would rarely be used.2 This was the reason construction took 
from 1954 to 1962 and the "save money at all costs" mantra was reflective of Sidney 
Bernstein's business plan. Facilities expanded and a tower block was built next and 
studios expanded over time. From time to time, as extra production, rehearsal or office 
space was temporarily required, various adjacent buildings were annexed. These 
included warehouses on the opposite side of Water Street, the buildings between Quay 
Street and New Quay Street and the old school premises directly opposite the tower 
block. 


Renovation[edit] 


In 2000, the Granada Studios were taken over by 3SixtyMedia, a joint venture between 
Granada Television and BBC Manchester. Granada produced many programmes for the 
BBC such as University Challenge, The Royle Family and What The Papers Say and the 
link allowed the BBC use of the three large studios compared with one at New 
Broadcasting House. Production on programmes normally filmed at Studio A (which was 
subsequently mothballed but later reused to high demand) transferred to Granada 
Studios such as A Question of Sport. 23 


The warehouse next to Granada Studios where Granada house offices and produce some 
programmes such as Granada Reports?” 


In 2002, the studio's reception area was moved from the eastern end of the tower block 
off Atherton Street, to the western end inside the compound so visitors passed through 
a secure area before accessing the non-public reception. The old reception area became 
unused. Granada unveiled plans to move into the bonded warehouse adjacent to 
Granada House in 2003.22 One of the four studios would be decommissioned as part of 
the move,» but this plan was postponed as plans for the BBC to move production to 
Manchester emerged. 


Asbestos was found at the studios in October 2002, but not removed until spring 2006 
costing thousands of pounds.2®# The renovation meant programmes such 

as Mastermind and An Audience with Coronation Street were moved to The Leeds 
Studios and The London Studios respectively.2# In 2006, the 21 acre studio facility 
employed approximately 1,200 people.22 


After the BBC selected MediaCityUK as its new operating base in Greater Manchester, 
Granada progressed its £18m move to the bonded warehouse. About 800 office 
employees moved to the renovated warehouse, leaving 400 employees in the Granada 
building which houses three studios, 28leitation needed 


The iconic "Granada TV" sign on Manchester skyline, remained in place on the roof and 
sides of the buildings until September 2010 despite rebranding and the merger between 
Granada and Carlton. A safety check revealed the signs, that had been in place since 
the 1950s, were severely corroded and unsafe. They were removed from the penthouse 
suite in October 2010. Other signs remain on the side of the tower and on either side of 
the small building on Quay Street. A large ITV logo by the entrance has been placed 
next to the gate until 2016, when it was removed and replaced with a sign reading ‘Old 
Granada Studios’. By the entrance to the studio tour, the signs have been removed and 
replaced with the ITV logo, and the Granada name painted over. 


Relocation[edit] 


Despite its iconic status, Granada House has been described as a "1960s nightmare" by 
staff.22 


The merger between Granada plc and Carlton Communications to form ITV plc created 
speculation that the Quay Street complex would be sold. In 2004, a plan for the 
production centre to be sold for development and the regional news centre and staff 
moved into the bonded warehouse in the complex. Production would move to Yorkshire 
Television's Leeds Studios, and other centres including independent facilities. 


The company negotiated with Peel Holdings with a view to relocating to Trafford Wharf, 
next to the Imperial War Museum North and the MediaCityUK development. The 
proposal meant the outdoor Coronation Street set would need to be relocated, and 
plans to create a media hub at Quay Street abandoned. The discussions continued for 
many years but in March 2009, Granada reported that due to the poor financial climate, 
it would remain at Quay Street "for the foreseeable future". Talks resumed in January 
2010 after a change of management at ITV plc and Granada announced on 16 
December 2010 that it would move production and ancillary staff to the Orange Building 
in the MediaCityUK complex to produce Granada Reports and production of Coronation 
Street would take place at a facility across the Manchester Ship Canal in Trafford Park 
on Trafford Wharf. The new facility, which opened in early 2014, has two large studios 
with production units, set storage, dressing rooms, space for interior sets and a new 
outdoor set. 


Future[edit] 


It appears likely that the Quay Street site will be sold for development dependent on 
Manchester City Council's agreement as the council owns land on the site. It would be a 
prime redevelopment site regardless of the studios’ historical importance. A 2003 article 
in The Daily Telegraph estimated the plot of land on which the Granada House building 
stands could sell for £15m,2" a speculative figure considering the economic situation in 
2011. 


In 2012, a planning application had been made to list some parts of the studios. This 
includes the Coronation Street building and the Granada House building. A decision is 
believed to be made by April 2012 and would save parts of the site from demolition. 
gu This is believed to include the Coronation Street set and possibly Granada House, 
while the Bonded Warehouse to the west of the studio complex is already listed. 


It was later revealed that there would be a set of The Crystal Maze Live Experience in 
the former Studio 2 of the Granada Studios, which is scheduled to open in April 2017. 


ALL Studios / Enterprise City / Old Granada Studios[edit] 


Four of the studios on site are due to be reopened by a new firm, Allied London,= 

e3 apparently under the name of ALL Studios.) The four studios which are part of the 
main complex, Studios 2, 6, 8 & 12, are due to be retained,#2 with Studio 4 having been 
demolished as of January 2019. The site is currently being advertised under the name 
of Old Granada Studios. 


It will incorporate part of the Enterprise City project,®2= which will also include co-working 
facilities, an Everyman cinema®?! and a Soho House hotel.2 


The site has been being used to film Dragons' Den since 2018, using flyaway equipment 
in the galleries. 


Granada Studios Tour[edit] 
Main article: Granada Studios Tour 


The Granada Studios Tour entrance in 2006 


The Granada Studios Tour operated from 1989 to 1999 and gave the public the 
opportunity to visit the Coronation Street set and explore other Granada productions. 
Although such theme parks based on television and film had been successful in the 
United States, the idea of such a scheme was unprecedented for a British television 
company. John Williams, head of studio operations at Granada, promoted the project to 
provide a new revenue stream for Granada,“ the only television company to embark on 
such a venture. The park featured a replica of No. 10 Downing Street, and visitors were 
shown how television is produced, had the opportunity to present a weather forecast 
and learned about special effects. tiorneeded The main feature of the tour was the set 

of Coronation Street, which allowed visitors access to the street. 't#tiexneeden 


In 1997, Granada built Skytrak, a "flying roller-coaster" which tilted riders forward as the 
ride progressed. Skytrak, an uncomfortable ride, was considered a failure and was 
plagued by mechanical unreliability. Nevertheless, it was the first roller-coaster of its 
type in the world.4! 


The tour was initially popular, attracting 5.5 million visits between 1988 and 1999, but 
the attraction fell into disrepair as Granada concentrated on other priorities such as the 
launch of OnDigital (ITV Digital) in the late 1990s. Visitor numbers waned and the tour 
closed in 1999.1 The entrance to the park remained until 2019 when it was 
demolished, the Granada Studios Tour sign was removed during this period 


Studios[edit] 
Live studios[edit] 


The studio complex comprised the original building and office block accessible from 
Quay Street, with other studios around the complex. Granada's studios were originally 
all numbered evenly to falsely embellish the size of the complex and make Granada 
Television appear to be a large broadcaster. Granada Studios main studios - Studios 2, 
6, 8 and 12 - were housed in Granada House, and it is these which have been retained 
as of January 2019.4! 


The Studios at the Granada Studios were: 


e Studio 1 - An In Vision Continuity Studio, used by many of the In Vision Continuity 
announcers for junctions and the late night news from the early Eighties, mothballed 
in about 1998 and became a storage cupboard. 

e Studio 2 - A 3,218 square feet (299.0 m?) studio, formerly home to Granada 
Reports and the northern operations of ITV News (among the first operations to 
move to dock10, MediaCityUK, on 25 March 2013). Retained for ALL Studios. 

e Studio 4 - One of the original studios created as part of the first phase TVC 
building, later taken out of service and then part of the reception. Demolished as 
part of the 2018 renovation works. The Beatles’ first TV performance was broadcast 
from this studio in October 1962. 

e Studio 6 - A compact studio measuring 4,456 square feet (414.0 m?). It was 
intended to be mothballed to reduce maintenance costs in 2003, but was reprieved 
after programme production increased (largely due to becoming home to The 
Jeremy Kyle Show).251 Retained for ALL Studios. 

e Studio 8 - A medium-sized studio measuring 5,447 square feet (506.0 m?) with a 
capacity of 240, historically has been used for filming quiz shows such as University 
Challenge. Retained for ALL Studios. 

e Studio 10 - Not in the studio complex, Studio 10 was at the Chelsea Palace 
Theatre, London and used for interviews and filming acts outside Manchester. It was 
sold by Granada in the 1960s“" and demolished in 1966.4 

e Studio 12 - A large studio measuring 7,922 square feet (736.0 m?) with a capacity 
of 524 is used for entertainment shows. The studio hosted the First Election 
Debate in 2010.“2 Retained for ALL Studios. 


In addition to the original studios, there are other studios located around the complex. 
The Breeze Gardens Studio was located in the garden, south of the tower, and is 
477m? and was used for interview based programmes or press shoots. This is now a 
marketing suite for the St. John's complex. The adjacent Bonded Warehouse was used 
for many years as offices and television production facilities. 


Drama studios[edit] 


Granada Studios backlot which features the Coronation Street sets 


The Starlight Theatre was part of the Granada Studios Tour changed into two studios of 
700m? and 424m?. It was used for drama productions and late-night ITV_ 

Play programming. It is located in the southwest corner of the site. The Blue Shed which 
measures 1577m is not available for public hire. 


Post production facilities were located in the tower block as were green rooms and other 
guest facilities. The site contains the former set of Coronation Street on the south of the 
site, and the Bonded Warehouse on the south west. 


Granada backlot - Coronation Street set[edit] 
Main article: Coronation Street sets 


Situated across Grape Street from the main studio building and adjacent to the Bonded 
Warehouse is the former Coronation Street set. This version of the set was first created 
in 1982, but was replaced in January 2014 by a new set at ITV's new facility in Trafford 

Wharf Road. This was mostly demolished to make way for outdoor filming and parking 

for production vehicles in early 2018. 


See also[edit] 


e Media in Manchester 
e Granada Television 

e Granada plc 

e Granada Studios Tour 
e St John's Quarter 
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Wikimedia Commons 
9 has media related 


to Granada Studios. 


e 3Sixty Media - Owners of The Manchester Studios Website almost wholly devoted to 
Quay Street. 

e YouTube video - Granada Reports bids farewell to Quay Street 

e Transdiffusion Studio One - Article on BBC Television Centre which includes some 

information about construction of Quay Street 

e The Manchester Studios Website - Provided information about Studios 

e TVARK Granada Gallery - Included info of Granada Studios tour and of studio layout. 
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For the American anthology for children, see ABC Weekend Special. 


ABC Weekend Television 


ABC 


The two ABC regions when it lost its franchises in 1968 


Type Region of television network 


Branding ABC 


Country England 
First 18 February 1956; 63 years ago in the 
air date : 

Midlands 


5 May 1956 in the North 


TV Winter Hill, Emley 
transmitte Moor, Lichfield, Membury, Ridge Hill, 


rs Scarborough 


Headquart Manchester, Birmingham, London 


ers 


Broadcast [| Midlands 
area [| North 


Owner ABPC 


Dissolved 28 July 1968; 51 years ago 


Picture 405-line 
format 


Affiliation ITV 


Language English 


Replaced b Granada Television (Lancashire) 


y Yorkshire Television (Yorkshire) 


ATV (Midlands) 


ABC Weekend TV (otherwise known as ABC Television and named as Associated 
British Corporation on the endcaps of later series of The Avengers) was one of a 
number of commercial television companies established in the United Kingdom during 
the 1950s by cinema chain companies, in an attempt to safeguard their business by 
becoming involved with television, which was taking away their cinema audiences. In 
this case, the parent company was the Associated British Picture Corporation (ABPC), 
which initially did not wish to become involved with the new broadcasting system, but 
was persuaded to do so by the Independent Television Authority (ITA) and the manager 
of its Pathé News subsidiary Howard Thomas, who became the new company's 
managing director. 


ABC operated two franchises, one in the Midlands, which was the fourth ITA franchise to 
go on air, in 1956, and the other in the North of England, which was the sixth franchise 
to go on air, later the same year. 


History[edit] 


When Kemsley-Winnick, one of the consortia that had been awarded a franchise in the 
new Independent Television network in 1954, collapsed, the ITA approached ABPC to 
step into the breach. The Corporation agreed to assume the franchises to broadcast on 
Saturdays and Sundays to the Midlands and the North of England. The contract agreeing 
to do so was signed on 21 September 1955, the day before Independent Television (ITV) 
began in London. 


This gave the new ABC five months to begin broadcasting in the Midlands, the service 
beginning on 18 February 1956. Soon afterwards, it was also up and running in the 
North; it began broadcasting there for the first time on 5 May 1956. It was aided in part 
by the failure of the original contractor; Kelmsley-Winnick had ordered over £1 million 
(equivalent to £25.8 million today) of production equipment from manufacturer Pye, 
which it sold to ABC at a much-discounted price. 


The 1968 contract round[edit] 


Structural changes in the regional contract areas meant that ABC no longer had a 
contract to reapply for. The Northern area (renamed Lancashire) became a seven-day 
operation, as did the Midlands. Existing weekday contractors 

(Granada and ATV respectively) were correctly considered the favourites. ABC 
consequently submitted two applications: one for the service for London at the 
weekend, the other for the Midlands seven-day operation, although it favoured the first 
contract. 


It was expected that ABC would be awarded the weekend London licence, but the 
strength of another application (from the London Weekend Television consortium) ruled 
this out. This led to a situation where a successful company could be closed down 
through no fault of its own. To prevent this, the governing body of ITV, the Independent 
Television Authority, ordered a merger with the existing London weekday 

company Rediffusion, ABC having majority control of the new operation. 


Despite protests from Rediffusion, the two companies eventually became Thames 
Television. ABC ceased weekend broadcasting in the North and Midlands regions on 28 
July 1968 and resumed on 30 July in the London region as weekday company Thames. 


Studios[edit] © 


ABC's former studios in Didsbury, Manchester 


ABC operated three production sites and had a further sales office. The main production 
facilities were the former Warner Studios in Teddington, Middlesex. Although this was 
outside its contract area, ABC wanted a London base, as many performers could not 
venture outside of the capital to record programmes because they were often 
committed to runs of theatre plays in the West End. Upon the merger with Rediffusion, 
this site became the main production base for the new company Thames Television. 


In the Midlands, ABC formed a joint venture with Midlands weekday licensee ATV to 
oversee the running of a production and transmission facility to be used by both. Alpha 
Television purchased a former cinema in Aston, near Birmingham, and extended it by 
the construction of additional studios and office space; the site was known as the Alpha 
Studios. 


ABC operated a northern studio centre in Manchester and a sales office based in 
Television House in the city centre. The production facility was converted from a former 
Capitol cinema in Didsbury. ABC vacated both premises during 1968. For its pre-filmed 
series, The Avengers (from 1965), ABC used its parent company's facilities in Elstree. 


Identity[edit] 


This section possibly contains original 

research. Please improve it by verifying the claims made and 
P adding inline citations. Statements consisting only of original 

research should be removed. (May 2014) (Learn how and when to 

remove this template message) 


The neutrality of this article is disputed. Relevant 
discussion may be found on the talk page. Please do not 
remove this message until conditions to do so are met. (May 
2014) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


When ABC first went on the air, it used the branding of its sister company ABC Cinemas. 
This featured a triangular shield with the letters ABC upon it, and a bar across it with the 
caption 'Television'.= This lasted from the station's launch in 1956 until c.1958. The ITA 
had criticised ABC's original presentation style for being bland and too much attached 
to the existing ABC Cinemas chain. taton needed 


As a result, ABC created a new brand ident featuring three arrows pointing to the 
bottom of the screen to reveal the letters ABC in turn and leaving a triangle behind and 
on top of the letters. At the end of this, the three triangles would snap together into the 
new ABC logo. This ident lasted until 1964 when the lettering font was altered slightly 
from a serif font to the latest bold used by the company, this revision lasting until the 
company's demise.21 


The logo uses the notion of threes, three triangles making another triangle, with the 
points of a triangle often being labelled 'A', 'B' and 'C' in geometry. The tune that was 
used for all of ABC's idents was a vibraphone playing 'la-te-doh' (or a tonic triad of 'A-B- 
C'). Out of this look, ABC Television developed a strong corporate identity 'izalresearchz, 
effectively becoming the first British TV station to recognise the importance of corporate 
b ran d i n g : [citation needed) 


The company itself was called Associated British Cinemas (Television) Limited. However, 
on exports and some continuing productions for Thames Television, the name 
‘Associated British Corporation’ was used. As for on-air, the name was for a few months 


‘Associated British', before becoming 'ABC Television’. The station also received a joke 
nickname from Bob Monkhouse, namely "All Bloody Commercials”. ‘##ti22n2edea 


The station's slogan varied through time, starting off as "ABC - Associated British 
Corporation in the North/Midlands" before being replaced in 1958 to "ABC, your 
weekend television" and again changed in 1964 to "ABC, your weekend television in the 
North/Midlands" ,!etaton needea 


Programming[edit] 


Networked programmes from ABC included the drama series Police Surgeon, The 
Human Jungle, Undermined, Redcap, The Avengers, the Armchair Theatre series of 
single plays, the Habatales cartoons, the popular shows Thank Your Lucky 

Stars, Opportunity Knocks, Big Night Out and Oh Boy!, the children's science fiction 
serials Emerald Soup, Target Luna and its sequels Pathfinders in Space, Pathfinders to 
Mars and Pathfinders to Venus, and the gritty drama series Callan and Public Eye (both 
of which continued as Thames productions after 1968). ITV's first weekly series devoted 
to the arts, Tempo, was introduced by ABC, as was its first hidden camera show, Candid 
Camera, and its first attempt to challenge the BBC's dominance of television sport, 

with World of Sport. ABC also introduced British television's first late night chat show 
with Eamonn Andrews' Live from London! and, together with ATV, British television's 
first regular weekly series of adult education programmes. 


See also[edit] 


e Associated Television 
e Granada Television 

e Associated Rediffusion 
e ITV (TV network) 


e History of ITV 
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External links[edit] 


e ABC at Large from Transdiffusion (unofficial history site) 
e Animated ABC logo, 1960s from 625.uk.com (Macromedia Flash 6 or later required) 
e Animated ABC logo, c.1964 from 625.uk.com. 


History[edit] 
Launch[edit] 


Television Wales and the West opened transmission at 4:45 pm on 14 January 1958 with 
a live, 15-minute opening ceremony by station chairman Lord Derby, Sir Ifan ab Owen 
Edwards and Alfred Francis. The master of ceremonies was chief continuity announcer, 
Bruce Lewis. 


At 5:00 pm, Youth Wants to Know, a children's interview programme produced 

by Granada Television, became the first programme to be broadcast by TWW. In the 
programme, Lady Megan Lloyd George and Raymond Gower fielded questions from 
Welsh school children. Following Youth Wants to Know, ITN's early evening news at 5:40 
pm was read by Huw Thomas from TWW's studios at Pontcanna. 


The main opening programme came at 7:00 pm with The Stars Rise in the West, a 
filmed special introduced by /t's That Man Again regular Jack Train. The programme, 
produced in association with ITN, featured appearances from Sir Ralph 

Richardson, Stanley Baker (later a founder of TWW's successors, Harlech 
Television), Naunton Wayne, Donald Sinden, Tessie O'Shea, Donald Houston, Petula 


Clark, Tommy Cooper and Ralph Reader. Harry Secombe also appeared in a short film 
clip, performing Nessun Dorma. 


Franchise loss[edit] 


Partly because its regional programming was so well regarded it came as a great shock 
when TWW lost its franchise in the 1967 franchise review, in favour of the Harlech 
Consortium, whose bid promised a glittering future of star-filled entertainment and 
quality documentaries. 


No reason was given for the dismissal (as is common practice for franchise changes) but 
it was believed that TWW's decision to keep its corporate headquarters in London and 
not move them to within the region was a significant factor. A darker explanation 
proffered at the time was that it was "government revenge" against the broadcaster's 
major shareholder the News of the World newspaper, which had printed a series of 
critical articles about the then Prime Minister Harold Wilson. This does appear unlikely 
as although the ITA was answerable to Parliament it was a wholly independent body. 


Despite there being many months left on the contract, TWW quit its franchise early in 
protest, selling the last five months to Harlech for £500,000 even though the new 
company was not yet ready to start broadcasting at the time. Following the intervention 
of the ITA, a temporary service was set up — Independent Television Service for Wales 
and the West, broadcasting from the old TWW Pontcanna studios in Cardiff, and staffed 
by former TWW workers, until Harlech (soon renamed "HTV") was ready to take over its 
franchise early, on 20 May 1968. 


Closure[edit] 


Much of the station's closing night was made up of in-house produced output 

including Live Like A Lord (a music and comedy show with mainstay TWW 

personality Ivor Emmanuel and Clive Dunn) and Sing Me A Fantasy (a musical film). The 
feature programme of the night was TWW's penultimate production, A// Good Things, a 
late night variety special presented by Bernard Braden and featuring amongst 

others, Tessie O'Shea, Stan Stennett, Ivor Emmanuel, Manfred Mann, Clifford 

Evans, Anita Harris and Morecambe & Wise. The programme was preceded by an 
introduction from company chairman Lord Derby. 


Having felt desperately hard-done-by the ITA, and in the fits of a corporate tantrum, the 
company showed their final display of anger by closing down with Come To An End, a 
reflective epilogue with John Betjeman, who had made several films for the station, 
paying tribute to the personnel, programmes and achievements of TWW (which 
Betjeman affectionately referred to as Tellywelly). 


Ironically recorded at the Granville Theatre in London, Betjeman closed the epilogue 
and the station with these words: 


The new firm, Harlech, which will be centred in Cardiff, must build up its own 
personality. Tellywelly, you had a warm, friendly and inspiring one. Like many others, 
I'm very grateful to you. I'm sorry to see you go. It's like the death of an old friend. 


As Betjeman walked out of the theatre and the credits rolled, the camera tilted up to the 
"EXIT" sign on the wall, and TWW ended its transmission for the last time. An interim 


service, Independent Television Service for Wales and the West, managed by TWW on 
behalf of the incoming Harlech Television, replaced it. 


Studios[edit] 


TWW operated from two sites - a converted farm at Pontcanna, near Cardiff (now 
demolished and replaced by a housing estate) and similar facilities at Bath Road 

in Bristol. In January 1964, TWW was required to take over the franchise of its 
neighbour, Teledu Cymru (the on-screen name of Wales West and North Television, 
WWN) when that company became the only ITV company to fail financially. The former 
WWN area was still run as a separate area under the banner TWW - Teledu Cymru. 


Although TWW inherited Teledu Cymru's studios in Western Avenue, Cardiff it was 
decided to sell these and base both operations at Pontcanna. To accommodate this dual 
presentation and general increase in production the takeover created, £2 million was 
spent on updating and extending the studios at Pontcanna, including a new studio and 
separate transmission control suites. 


TWW was also a player in the development of 625-line colour transmission for the ITV 
network. Although the bulk of test transmissions and research were conducted for 

the Independent Television Authority (ITA) at the ABC studios at Teddington, TWW 
leased two prototype EMI colour cameras and associated equipment in 1966 and began 
running trials, with shows being transmitted on internal networks for viewing by 
employees. 


Transmitters and Sub-regions[edit] 


Until 1965, viewers in both south east Wales and the English West parts of the franchise 
received ITV on VHF channel 10 from the ITA transmitter at St Hilary located on Stalling 
Down, near Cowbridge in south Wales. This did not accommodate separate programme 
services and so a combined service was provided to viewers in both the Welsh and 
English parts of the single licence area. Although TWW had studios in both Cardiff and 
Bristol, the outputs of these were combined at Cardiff into a single programme stream 
to feed the single transmitter at St Hilary. Hence, for example, local news bulletins 
involved an on-air switch or handover between the two studios and viewers would 
alternately see items from both sources. 


Whilst the original service provided by TWW from St Hilary had to carry a mix of content 
for viewers on each side of the Bristol Channel, the west and north of Wales were 
served by other VHF transmitters which carried a more specific Welsh programme 
service branded Teledu Cymru. TWW had acquired the licence to broadcast to the west 


and north of Wales following the commercial failure of Wales West and North 
Television (WWN) which originally held a separate franchise licence for a much larger 
but, critically, less densely populated part of Wales. Following the acquisition of WWN, 
a second VHF transmitter (using VHF channel 7) was added at St Hilary in 1965 to 
effectively extend the ex-WWN transmitter network into SE Wales thus permitting 
programmes of specific interest in Wales to be broadcast exclusively to Wales whilst 
running a separate schedule for English viewers on channel 10.“ This was the first 
significant step in providing two distinct and separate programme services for Wales 
and for West and effectively established TWW's area as a ‘dual region’ during the last 
few years of their tenure. 


The introduction of the UHF transmitter network for ITV, including particularly 

the Mendip transmitter and the start of HTV's UHF transmissions from there 

and Wenvoe in 1970, replicated the separation of ITV programme services to Wales and 
the West. St Hilary was never used as part of the UHF network and TV transmission from 
it ceased when the VHF services were closed down many years later in 1985. The mast 
continues to be used for communications and radio broadcasting. 


Identity[edit] 


TWW's on screen identity consisted, originally, of a circle containing the letters TWW, 
with a large 'T' in the centre and a small 'W' to either side. This apparently static caption 
was used for the first few years of the stations existence before the familiar box logo 
appeared. This logo was animated and formed when the boxes rotated revealing one 
letter at a time, accompanied by a twelve note fanfare. 


Following the acquisition of WWN, their Teledu Cymru branding was utilised by TWW for 
the North and West Wales service. The TWW logo was added beneath the Teledu Cymru 
dragon, along with the caption 'Network for Wales'.& 


Programmes[edit] 


TWW did not produce many programmes for the ITV network, although the monthly 
Sunday evening Welsh musical entertainment show, Land of Song, proved very popular 
during it six-year run 1958-64; but TWW's news and local programming were well 
regarded (it won many plaudits for its sensitive coverage of the Aberfan Disaster). 


Its Welsh magazine programme was called Amser Te (Tea Time). Amongst other items, 
it featured a regular cookery item hosted by Myfanwy Howell and the popular Welsh 
music show Gwlad y Gan. 


TWW also launched the careers of many famous faces, who appeared on their early 
broadcasts. These include John Humphrys and Claire Rayner. TWW was the first to 
showcase Adge Cutler - his appearances on the TWW programme 'The Cider Apple' led 
to Adge's fame spreading and the formation of The Wurzels. Bruce Lewis was one of 
TWW's main news presenters; he went on to write various books about his experience 
during the Second World War, "Aircrew, a Few of the First", plus other titles such as How 
to be A TV Presenter - his son, Peter Lewis, hosted Movie Magazine and went on to 
announce for TWW, HTV West, and most famously, LWT. 


See also[edit] 


e Wales West and North Television 
e Independent Television Service for Wales and the West 
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e Harlech House of Graphics (unofficial history site) 
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Television Wales and the West 


Ih 


rm 


Reception areas of the two TWW services when it closed 


Type 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitter 


S 


Headquart 


ers 


Broadcast 
area 


Owner 


Dissolved 


Picture 


in 1968 


Region of television network 


J Tww 
] Teledu Cymru, TWW network for Wales 


England and Wales 


14 January 1958; 61 years ago 


St Hilary, Preseli, Arfon, Moel-y-Parc 


London, Bristol, Cardiff 


South Wales 
West of England 
West and North Wales from 1964 


Self-owned 
3 March 1968; 51 years ago 


405-line 


format 
Affiliation ITV 
Language English and Welsh 


Replaced Wales West and North Television in west 


and north Wales in 1964 


Replaced b Independent Television Service for 


y Wales and the West 


Television Wales and the West" (TWW) was the British "Independent Television" 
(commercial television) contractor for the franchise area serving 'South Wales and West 
of England' 1956-1968 (franchise awarded 26 October 1956, started transmissions on 
14 January 1958, the eighth franchise to launch). 


For the first six years, TWW's service was provided from a single VHF transmitter 
serving both south east Wales and the west of England. The later acquisition of Teledu 
Cymru in 1964 enabled TWW to extend its coverage across most of Wales and to 
provide separate services for the Welsh and English parts of the resulting ‘dual region’ 
franchise. 


After losing their franchise to Harlech, TWW ended their service early in protest long 
before Harlech was ready to take over. This forced the Independent Television 

Authority to organise an emergency transitional service run by Harlech but using TWW's 
staff, leftover programming, and some assets. 


History[edit] 
Launch[edit] 


Television Wales and the West opened transmission at 4:45 pm on 14 January 1958 with 
a live, 15-minute opening ceremony by station chairman Lord Derby, Sir Ifan ab Owen 
Edwards and Alfred Francis. The master of ceremonies was chief continuity announcer, 
Bruce Lewis. 


At 5:00 pm, Youth Wants to Know, a children's interview programme produced 

by Granada Television, became the first programme to be broadcast by TWW. In the 
programme, Lady Megan Lloyd George and Raymond Gower fielded questions from 
Welsh school children. Following Youth Wants to Know, ITN's early evening news at 5:40 
pm was read by Huw Thomas from TWW's studios at Pontcanna. 


The main opening programme came at 7:00 pm with The Stars Rise in the West, a 
filmed special introduced by /t's That Man Again regular Jack Train. The programme, 
produced in association with ITN, featured appearances from Sir Ralph 

Richardson, Stanley Baker (later a founder of TWW's successors, Harlech 
Television), Naunton Wayne, Donald Sinden, Tessie O'Shea, Donald Houston, Petula 


Clark, Tommy Cooper and Ralph Reader. Harry Secombe also appeared in a short film 
clip, performing Nessun Dorma. 


Franchise loss[edit] 


Partly because its regional programming was so well regarded it came as a great shock 
when TWW lost its franchise in the 1967 franchise review, in favour of the Harlech 
Consortium, whose bid promised a glittering future of star-filled entertainment and 
quality documentaries. 


No reason was given for the dismissal (as is common practice for franchise changes) but 
it was believed that TWW's decision to keep its corporate headquarters in London and 
not move them to within the region was a significant factor. A darker explanation 
proffered at the time was that it was "government revenge" against the broadcaster's 
major shareholder the News of the World newspaper, which had printed a series of 
critical articles about the then Prime Minister Harold Wilson. This does appear unlikely 
as although the ITA was answerable to Parliament it was a wholly independent body. 


Despite there being many months left on the contract, TWW quit its franchise early in 
protest, selling the last five months to Harlech for £500,000 even though the new 
company was not yet ready to start broadcasting at the time. Following the intervention 
of the ITA, a temporary service was set up — Independent Television Service for Wales 
and the West, broadcasting from the old TWW Pontcanna studios in Cardiff, and staffed 
by former TWW workers, until Harlech (soon renamed "HTV") was ready to take over its 
franchise early, on 20 May 1968. 


Closure[edit] 


Much of the station's closing night was made up of in-house produced output 

including Live Like A Lord (a music and comedy show with mainstay TWW 

personality Ivor Emmanuel and Clive Dunn) and Sing Me A Fantasy (a musical film). The 
feature programme of the night was TWW's penultimate production, A// Good Things, a 
late night variety special presented by Bernard Braden and featuring amongst 

others, Tessie O'Shea, Stan Stennett, Ivor Emmanuel, Manfred Mann, Clifford 

Evans, Anita Harris and Morecambe & Wise. The programme was preceded by an 
introduction from company chairman Lord Derby. 


Having felt desperately hard-done-by the ITA, and in the fits of a corporate tantrum, the 
company showed their final display of anger by closing down with Come To An End, a 
reflective epilogue with John Betjeman, who had made several films for the station, 
paying tribute to the personnel, programmes and achievements of TWW (which 
Betjeman affectionately referred to as Tellywelly). 


Ironically recorded at the Granville Theatre in London, Betjeman closed the epilogue 
and the station with these words: 


The new firm, Harlech, which will be centred in Cardiff, must build up its own 
personality. Tellywelly, you had a warm, friendly and inspiring one. Like many others, 
I'm very grateful to you. I'm sorry to see you go. It's like the death of an old friend. 


As Betjeman walked out of the theatre and the credits rolled, the camera tilted up to the 
"EXIT" sign on the wall, and TWW ended its transmission for the last time. An interim 
service, Independent Television Service for Wales and the West, managed by TWW on 
behalf of the incoming Harlech Television, replaced it. 


Studios[edit] 


TWW operated from two sites - a converted farm at Pontcanna, near Cardiff (now 
demolished and replaced by a housing estate) and similar facilities at Bath Road 

in Bristol. In January 1964, TWW was required to take over the franchise of its 
neighbour, Teledu Cymru (the on-screen name of Wales West and North Television, 
WWN) when that company became the only ITV company to fail financially. The former 
WWN area was still run as a separate area under the banner TWW - Teledu Cymru. 


Although TWW inherited Teledu Cymru's studios in Western Avenue, Cardiff it was 
decided to sell these and base both operations at Pontcanna. To accommodate this dual 
presentation and general increase in production the takeover created, £2 million was 
spent on updating and extending the studios at Pontcanna, including a new studio and 
separate transmission control suites. 


TWW was also a player in the development of 625-line colour transmission for the ITV 
network. Although the bulk of test transmissions and research were conducted for 

the Independent Television Authority (ITA) at the ABC studios at Teddington, TWW 
leased two prototype EMI colour cameras and associated equipment in 1966 and began 
running trials, with shows being transmitted on internal networks for viewing by 
employees.” 


Transmitters and Sub-regions[edit] 


Until 1965, viewers in both south east Wales and the English West parts of the franchise 
received ITV on VHF channel 10 from the ITA transmitter at St Hilary located on Stalling 
Down, near Cowbridge in south Wales. This did not accommodate separate programme 
services and so a combined service was provided to viewers in both the Welsh and 
English parts of the single licence area. Although TWW had studios in both Cardiff and 
Bristol, the outputs of these were combined at Cardiff into a single programme stream 
to feed the single transmitter at St Hilary. Hence, for example, local news bulletins 
involved an on-air switch or handover between the two studios and viewers would 
alternately see items from both sources. 


Whilst the original service provided by TWW from St Hilary had to carry a mix of content 
for viewers on each side of the Bristol Channel, the west and north of Wales were 
served by other VHF transmitters which carried a more specific Welsh programme 
service branded Teledu Cymru. TWW had acquired the licence to broadcast to the west 
and north of Wales following the commercial failure of Wales West and North 
Television (WWN) which originally held a separate franchise licence for a much larger 
but, critically, less densely populated part of Wales. Following the acquisition of WWN, 
a second VHF transmitter (using VHF channel 7) was added at St Hilary in 1965 to 
effectively extend the ex-WWN transmitter network into SE Wales thus permitting 
programmes of specific interest in Wales to be broadcast exclusively to Wales whilst 
running a separate schedule for English viewers on channel 10.4 This was the first 
significant step in providing two distinct and separate programme services for Wales 
and for West and effectively established TWW's area as a ‘dual region’ during the last 
few years of their tenure. 


The introduction of the UHF transmitter network for ITV, including particularly 

the Mendip transmitter and the start of HTV's UHF transmissions from there 

and Wenvoe in 1970, replicated the separation of ITV programme services to Wales and 
the West. St Hilary was never used as part of the UHF network and TV transmission from 
it ceased when the VHF services were closed down many years later in 1985. The mast 
continues to be used for communications and radio broadcasting. 


Identity[edit] 


TWW's on screen identity consisted, originally, of a circle containing the letters TWW, 
with a large 'T' in the centre and a small 'W' to either side. This apparently static caption 
was used for the first few years of the stations existence before the familiar box logo 
appeared. This logo was animated and formed when the boxes rotated revealing one 
letter at a time, accompanied by a twelve note fanfare. 


Following the acquisition of WWN, their Teledu Cymru branding was utilised by TWW for 
the North and West Wales service. The TWW logo was added beneath the Teledu Cymru 
dragon, along with the caption 'Network for Wales'.& 


Programmes[edit] 


TWW did not produce many programmes for the ITV network, although the monthly 
Sunday evening Welsh musical entertainment show, Land of Song, proved very popular 
during it six-year run 1958-64; but TWW's news and local programming were well 
regarded (it won many plaudits for its sensitive coverage of the Aberfan Disaster). 


Its Welsh magazine programme was called Amser Te (Tea Time). Amongst other items, 
it featured a regular cookery item hosted by Myfanwy Howell and the popular Welsh 
music show Gwlad y Gan. 


TWW also launched the careers of many famous faces, who appeared on their early 
broadcasts. These include John Humphrys and Claire Rayner. TWW was the first to 
showcase Adge Cutler - his appearances on the TWW programme 'The Cider Apple' led 
to Adge's fame spreading and the formation of The Wurzels. Bruce Lewis was one of 
TWW's main news presenters; he went on to write various books about his experience 
during the Second World War, "Aircrew, a Few of the First", plus other titles such as How 
to be A TV Presenter - his son, Peter Lewis, hosted Movie Magazine and went on to 
announce for TWW, HTV West, and most famously, LWT. 


See also[edit] 


e Wales West and North Television 
e Independent Television Service for Wales and the West 


e HTV 
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e Animated TWW Channel 10 logo, 1960s, from 625.uk.com (Requires Macromedia 
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Wales (West and North) Television 


TELEDU CYMRU 


The Teledu Cymru reception area when WWN collapsed 


in 1964 
Type Region of television network 
Branding Teledu Cymru 


Country Wales 


First air date 14 September 1962; 57 years ago 


TV transmitters Preseli, Arfon, Moel-y-Parc 


Headquarters Cardiff and Bangor 


Broadcast area West and North Wales 


Dissolved 26 January 1964; 55 years ago 
Picture format 405-line 

Affiliation ITV 

Language English and Welsh 

Replaced by Merged with TWW 


Wales (West and North) Television, known on screen as Teledu 

Cymru (pronounced [te'ledi 'kamré], Welsh for "Wales Television") and often abbreviated 
to WWN, was the Welsh "Independent Television" (commercial television) contractor 
awarded the franchise area serving North and West Wales, from 1962 (franchise 
awarded 6 June 1961). It began transmitting on 14 September 1962, and ceased on 26 
January 1964 through financial failure; the franchise area was soon combined with the 
South Wales and West of England area, operated by TWW.22! TWW retained the Teledu 
Cymru name in the former WWN franchise area, as did successor Harlech during 

their emergency transitional franchise, only retiring the name when they were able to 
officially take over. 


History[edit] 


The geography of Wales presented a daunting problem to the ITA. The populous area of 
Wales in the South were already being served by TWW, which had begun broadcasting 
in 1958, while the north-east of the country and much of the north coast was served by 
the North of England weekday and weekend franchise holders, Granada and ABC, 
operating since 1956; the interior of north Wales could not receive ITV transmissions at 
all.2 


The ITA was pressured, by a consortium of Welsh-speaking businessmen, into setting up 
a new North and West Wales region; the ITA asked the Postmaster General to allow this, 
which he did, with strict provisos: the new service must not offer viewers in Wales a 
choice other viewers did not have, and at the last minute, the Postmaster General 


insisted that the new station should, on its own, produce ten-hours-a-week of 
programmes in Welsh, without relying on Welsh language programmes produced by 
Granada (and ABC) and TWW. 


These punitive regulations were accepted, and the contract was awarded in 1961 to 
Wales Television Limited, which was later changed to Wales (West and North) Television 
Limited, following objections from TWW who felt that the original name was intruding on 
their area, though WWN dropped the parenthesis at every possible opportunity. WWN 
was to use three VHF transmitters, at Preseli (covering the south west), Arfon (north 
west) and Moel-y-Parc in the north east. When the Preseli transmitter came online on 14 
September 1962, so did WWN, making it the 17th and last of the original ITA franchises 
to launch. However, the delay in introducing the transmitters at Arfon and Moel-y-Parc, 
until later in 1963, destroyed the morale and the finances of WWN. Free programming 
from the ITV network, plus other support from its neighbours ABC, ATV and TWW just 
about kept the ship afloat, but Granada decided to dispense with its productions in the 
Welsh language, and the loss of this valuable programming stream proved fatal to 
WWN.2! 


TWW offered a generous package to WWN's shareholders, in order to gain control of the 
territory, and kept the Teledu Cymru name on the air for four years after the demise of 
its parent company on 26 January 1964.2 TWW successor Harlech also retained the 
Teledu Cymru name when TWW's early termination of service forced them to run 

an emergency transitional franchise, only retiring the name when their franchise began 
properly. 


Studios[edit] 


WWN's studio complex was located in Western Avenue, Cardiff, despite the fact that this 
area was not served by WWN but by their rivals TWW. It was from here their 
programmes were made and their headquarters were. The company did, however, have 
a regional office and news studio in the region located in Bangor. Following the 
acquisition of WWN by TWW, the Western Avenue base was closed, with all operations 
moved to TWW's Pontcanna base, also in Cardiff. To accommodate the addition Teledu 
Cymru presentation, the Pontcanna studios received a large upgrade. It is believed that 
the Bangor base was retained by TWW. 


Identity[edit] 


WWN's on screen identity featured a stylised dragon against a black background with 
the 'Teledu Cymru' name beneath. This ident, it is believed, was the only one used by 
the station, whose existence was very short. Following the takeover from TWW 
however, the ident was modified. The dragon emblem was retained, as was the Teledu 
Cymru name, with the only addition being a caption below with TWW's logo and a 
legend stating 'Network for Wales'. The ident also now animated on screen in sections 
to the tune of TWW's ident. Following TWW's loss of contract, the Teledu Cymru name 
was once again utilised by the Independent Television Service for Wales and the 

West that ran the franchise until HTV could begin broadcasting. “21141 


See also[edit] 


e IWW 


e Independent Television Service for Wales and the West 
e HTV 


e History of ITV 
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Independent Television Service for 
Wales and the West (ITSWW) 


INDEPENDENT 
TELEVISION 


SERVICE 


For Wales & the West 


Th 
A, 4 


Reception areas of the two ITSWW services 


Type 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitte 


rs 


Headquart 


ers 


Broadcast 
area 


Region of television network 


I Independent Television Service for 
South Wales and the West 
[| Independent Television Service Teledu 


Cymru 
England and Wales 


4 March 1968; 51 years ago 


St Hilary, Preseli, Arfon, Moel-y-Parc 


Bristol 
Cardiff 


West of England 


Wales 


Owner An arrangement by the ITA where HTV 
used old TWW staff and facilities prior to 


becoming ready with its own franchise 


Dissolved 20 May 1968 


Picture 405-line 
format 


Affiliation ITV 
Language English and Welsh 
Replaced TWW 


Replaced Harlech Television 
by 


Independent Television Service for Wales and the West or ITSWW'" was a 
temporary emergency service provided by the ITA in light of the early termination of 
service of the previous franchise holder, TWW after they lost their ITV franchise in 1967. 


Circumstances[edit] 
Main article: History of ITV § 1968-1974 


In June 1967 the Independent Television Authority (ITA) had announced changes to the 
structure and contracts of the ITV network in the United Kingdom, to take effect in July 
1968.2! Several changes were announced that would have far-reaching effects for British 
television. The UK press decided that the most dramatic news was the loss of the 
Wales and West contract,“ held by TWW since 1958,5! to a consortium headed by and 
named after Lord Harlech.‘ 


TWW fought the ITA's decision, both formally and through the press. However, the ITA 
remained resolute that it was legally entitled to remove any contract at any time for any 
reason, and the board of TWW eventually accepted this and announced it would carry 
on providing a programme service to the area until the end of the contract period. 


Problems with TWWledit] 


Standard regulatory practice at the time stated that the new incumbent of a licence 
should take on all available staff of the outgoing company. However, the new licence 
holder, Harlech Television, intended to dismiss all the on-screen personnel of TWW, and 
launch with a fresh team.24 


The board of TWW were advised not to take a stake in Harlech that was offered to them 
by the ITA, but this had the effect of depressing the company's share price.“ It 
eventually became clear to the board that to raise the maximum amount of money for 
shareholders, they should "sell" the last part of the broadcast contract to Harlech. The 
ITA accepted this™ and the sale went through for £500,000." However, Harlech were 
not yet in a position to begin production and would therefore have to launch their 
promised new service using "in the can" TWW productions. 


ITA solution[edit] 


The ITA suggested Harlech would receive all the advertising revenue from the handover 
date, and pay TWW a fee to continue local production, while Harlech continued to 
prepare its own programmes for the original 31 July launch. The interim contract would 
use neither company's name, and the literal /ndependent Television Service for Wales 
and the West was chosen. 


This created a cordon sanitaire between the end of TWW and the start of Harlech. 
Nevertheless, the "in the can" TWW productions, of which there were many, still carried 
"TWW presents" and "TWW production" captions.“ The presentation retained TWW in- 
vision announcers,24 giving the impression that little had changed. A 

temporary ident was designed, with four white horizontal bars shooting towards the 
viewer, electronic music and the name revealing itself a line at a time. The former TWW 
clock was retained. This was referred to in the local press as "TWW's revenge" on 
Harlech. The situation lasted just under three months. 


The /TSWW service was never referred to as such on air, but it continued both of the 
former TWW dual services under the names 'South Wales and West' and 'Teledu Cymru' 
- the latter having been the existing on-air name in that area. Both names were 
prefixed with the new phrase "Independent Television Service". 

1 Extensive broadsheet press advertising was taken out to explain the arrangements to 
those viewers deemed to be interested. Nothing was placed in the tabloids. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Jump up to:24*°¢ "TSWW - Album - Ident". Retrieved 2008-03-16. 
^ Croston, Eric (ed.). "The Authority's Policy". ITV 1968. London: Independent Television 
Authority. p. 11. 

3. ^ "BBC NEWS - Entertainment - TV and Radio - Timeline: 50 years of ITV". BBC News. 15 

September 2005. Retrieved 2008-03-16. 

^ "Death of TWW". Retrieved 2008-03-16. 

^ Jump up to:? £ "The List - GeoHistory". Retrieved 2008-03-16. 

^ "The Harlech House of Graphics - The Early Years". Retrieved 2008-03-16. 

^ The Daily Telegraph, "'Capricious injustice' to TWW", 21 June 1967, quoted in Death of 

TWW: Telegraph 21/06/67, accessed 16 March 2008 

8. ^ The Daily Telegraph, "Hill replies to Derby on TWW", 20 June 1967, quoted in Death of 
TWW: Telegraph 20/06/67, accessed 16 March 2008 

9. ^ Hill (of Luton), Lord (Charles) (December 1967). "The Authority's Policy". In Croston, 
Eric (ed.). ITV 1968. London: Independent Television Authority. p. 12. 

10. ^ Jump up to:?4 "Iris Jones - TV Heroes". Retrieved 2008-03-16. 

11. ^ Wagner, R and Carrington J, The Times, "TWW worst hit as £11.3m is wiped off 
television shares", 13 June 1967, quoted in From the City: The Times 
13/06/67 Photomusications (Transdiffusion), accessed 16 March 2008 

12. ^ "TWW". Retrieved 2008-03-16. 


PO Ue 


ITV Wales & West 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


ITV Wales & West 


Lad Walesiiald West 


ITV Wales and ITV West logos used from 2006 to 2013 


The ITV Wales & West region when its franchise ended in 


Type 


Brandin 


g 


Country 


First 
air date 


Slogan 


2013 


Region of television network 


ITV, ITV Wales 


Wales and England 


20 May 1968; 51 years ago 


"Serving Wales and the West of 
England since 1968" 


TV 
transmit 


ters 


Headqu 


arters 


Broadca 
st area 


Owner 


Dissolve 
d 


Former 
names 


Picture 
format 


Affiliatio 


Languag 


e 


Replace 
d 


Replace 
d by 


Wenvoe, Mendip, Carmel, Preseli, Blaenplwy 
f, Llanddona, Moel-y-Parc, Long 
Mountain, Kilvey Hill, St Hilary 


Cardiff 


Bristol 


Wales 


West of England 


ITV plc 


lost on-air identity on 27 October 2002 


Licence ended on 31 December 2013 


Harlech Television (HTV) 


1080i HDTV, downscaled 
to 16:9 576i for SDTV 


English and Welsh 


Television Wales and the West/Independent 


Television Service for Wales and the West 


ITV Cymru Wales 
ITV West Country 


ITV Wales and West, previously known as Harlech Television (HTV), refers to the 
Independent Television franchise area until 31 December 2013, licensed to a 
broadcaster by the regulator Ofcom." 


There is no channel, past or present, named "ITV Wales and West". The licence relates 
to a 'dual region’, meaning that the franchise area was divided into two regions, each of 


which had to be served by distinct and separate ITV programme services, as more fully 
defined within the licence. Today, those services are known as ITV Cymru 

Wales and ITV West Country (since ITV West and ITV Westcountry merged into a 
single region). They are provided by ITV plc which owns and operates the two services 
through its subsidiary ITV Broadcasting Ltd. 


From January 2014, the dual-region licence was split in two, with ITV Cymru 

Wales for Wales and ITV West Country covering the West of England. Both licences 
remain held by ITV Broadcasting Ltd and the legal names of the former HTV companies 
have not yet been changed again.” 


The National Library of Wales archives now store 200,000 ITV (HTV) film and video 
items dating from 1958.) 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of ITV in Wales 


Further information: Timeline of HTV West 


Harlech Television was awarded its contract by the Independent Television Authority in 
July 1967, replacing the incumbent TWW. While no official reason was given for the 
decision, it was believed TWW's preferral to base its corporate headquarters in London, 
rather than within the region, played a key factor. Harlech was to locate its 
headquarters within the transmission area, based at TWW's former studios at Pontcanna 
in Cardiff and Bath Road in Bristol. TWW refused to purchase shares in the new 
consortium and opted to cease broadcasting early on Sunday 4 March 1968, selling its 
remaining airtime to Harlech for £500,000. As the new service was not ready to launch, 
an unbranded emergency service was provided by former TWW staff until Harlech's 
launch on Monday 20 May 1968. The opening night was marked by a networked variety 
special. 


Initially, the station used the name Harlech Television (after the head of the 

company, Lord Harlech), but from the introduction of colour on 6 April 1970, this was 
dropped in favour of the initialism HTV. Other than being simpler, this also largely 
ended concerns from the West of England that the 'Harlech' branding was only 
associated with the Welsh part of the dual region. The initial Harlech board of directors 
boasted a high-profile line-up including actor Richard Burton and his wife Elizabeth 
Taylor, opera singer Sir Geraint Evans, entertainer Harry Secombe and veteran 
broadcaster Wynford Vaughan-Thomas.™ The board contributed relatively little to HTV's 
output, although notable productions included several opera specials and documentary 
series including Great Little Trains of Wales and The Dragon Has Two Tongues. 


In Wales, there was an additional requirement to provide a quota of television 
programmes in the Welsh language. HTV Cymru's nightly news programme Y 

Dydd aired each weeknight in a 6pm timeslot shared with its English counterpart Report 
Wales. Alongside current affairs, features and entertainment programming, the 
company pioneered a wide range of Welsh output for children and young people 
including Miri Mawr, Ffalabalam and pop magazine show Ser. Two of the company's best 
known Welsh language series, Cefn Gwlad and Sion a Sian, continue to air on S4C. 


HTV West was particularly successful in producing high quality children's TV series, 
often sold internationally. It established the 'HTV Junior Drama Workshop' in Bristol, 
which auditioned and trained young actors and from which it cast roles for both its own 


productions, and other companies seeking young talent. Arthur of the Britons (a historic 
adventure series), Children of the Stones (a supernatural thriller shot amid the famous 
stone circle at Avebury in Wiltshire) and Robin of Sherwood were all very popular 
wherever they were shown. In addition to networked and locally produced 
programming, HTV also broadcast imported output and was the first British broadcaster 
to air Sesame Street as part of an IBA pilot in 1971 (the programme had been rejected 
by the BBC). HTV Wales produced far less drama output, though they were contracted 
to make the ten-part Return to Treasure Island for The Disney Channel in 1985. 


In 1982, the new Welsh language channel S4C was launched and the increased need for 
programmes in the medium of Welsh encouraged an expansion of HTV's resources. HTV 
also began to supply local commercial playout for both S4C and the new Channel 4, 
which at that time, carried regional advertising in the West. The Pontcanna premises 
could not be expanded sufficiently to accommodate the increased studio production and 
so a new studio complex was constructed at Culverhouse Cross on the western outskirts 
of Cardiff, eventually going live in 1984. Further technical innovation was implemented 
in 1988 when HTV opened a new Presentation facility at Culverhouse Cross, becoming 
the first UK broadcaster to install Sony Library Management Systems which allowed the 
automated playout of cassette tapes. Three LMS machines were installed, one each to 
play transmission tapes into the Wales and West services, with the third used for 
commercials playout and compilation for S4C and Channel 4. HTV also launched a 

new Night Club service on Monday 22 August 1988, when the station began 24-hour 
broadcasting at this time. 


In May 1990, HTV acquired the UK branch of Vestron Video International, and renamed 
them to First Independent Films. First Independent Films was a British film_ 
distributor and home video company that replaced Vestron Video International's UK 
operations, 220 


Due to delays in signing its licence agreement in the franchise renewals of 

1991, Westcountry Television contracted with HTV to provide its Presentation 
operations and this service made use of the third LMS machine, fitted with updated 
VTRs. The service launched on New Year's Day 1993. 


During the same 1991 ITV franchise round, the ITC had initially considered disqualifying 
HTV's bid because of its business plan, but it was ultimately allowed to proceed. HTV 
won with a bid of £20.5 million, beating three other companies - Merlin, C3WW and 
C3W. Due to the size of the bid for the franchise, the company had to make 
considerable savings in order to cover the increased cost of the licence.24 


The company made a £5 million loss for the first six months of its licence in 1993, 
following a cut in the levy paid to the Government. Draconian cost cutting measures 
took effect - including a wage freeze, the cancellation of annual bonus payments and 
further substantial job cuts, beyond the job cuts which had already halved staff 
numbers to 460."2! The station also revamped its on-screen image, replacing the long- 
serving Aerial logo and phasing out the use of in-vision continuity. 


In 1994, HTV finally cleared its £19 million debt when Flextech brought a 20% stake in 
the company for £27 million “24 Flextech passed on its 20% stake in HTV to Scottish 
Television in September 1995 “5 as part of its deal to gain a larger stake in Scottish 
Television. The deal heightened speculation of a potential merger between HTV and 
STV, which never materialised .22 


In October 1996, United News and Media agreed to buy Scottish Television's 20% stake 
in the company,24 ending Carlton's interest about a buyout. HTV and United began talks 
shortly after the sale aimed at sharing production services and facilities." United was 


quoted at the time to have "no intention of bidding for the whole company" but within 
six months, on 28 June 1997, HTV was taken over fully by United News and Media plc 
(now United Business Media plc) for £370 million. 2291201 


United News & Media put the HTV-owned First Independent Films up for sale in 1997, 
following the commercial failure of the movie G./. Jane in the UK. The assets were 
eventually acquired by Columbia TriStar Home Video who retained the First 
Independent Films label for 2 more years before fully absorbing it into their own label in 
1999. 


In 2000, Granada plc bought United's television interests, but at the time competition 
regulations limited the extent to which one company could control the ITV network, and 
were consequently forced to give up one of its ITV franchises. This resulted in a break- 
up of HTV, whereby its broadcast facilities and Channel 3 broadcast licence (and hence 
its advertising revenues) were sold to Carlton Communications plc, owners of Carlton 
Television, whilst the majority of production facilities were retained by Granada. Unlike 
Carlton's other ITV acquisitions, which were re-branded to use the Carlton name on 
screen, HTV's identity was retained on-air until 27 October 2002 when the 'ITV1' brand 
was introduced to most of the network. 


Granada and Carlton were subsequently permitted to merge in 2004 to form the single 
company ITV plc, which now owns all of the ITV franchises in England and Wales. HTV 
Ltd was renamed ITV Wales & West Ltd on 29 December 2006, alongside HTV Group 
Ltd, which was renamed ITV Wales & West Group Ltd.2 On 11 December 2008, the 
broadcast licence was transferred from ITV Wales & West Group Ltd to ITV Broadcasting 
Limited, the company now responsible for all regional franchises in England, Wales, 
southern Scotland. 


In 2009, as part of plans to reduce ITV's regional news service to save costs, ITV West's 
regional news service was merged with that of ITV Westcountry to form ITV West 
Country. The new programme, /TV News West Country is broadcast from Bristol. 231241251 


Studios[edit] 


The previous Television Centre, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff 


The company originally operated production studios at Pontcanna in Cardiff and at Bath 
Road in Bristol. Presentation, transmission and back-office staff for both Wales and the 
West were based largely in Cardiff. The Pontcanna studios remained open until around 
1990, by which time, only HTV Wales' news department was based there. During the 
1970s and 1980s, the company also ran a North Wales production studio at Theatr 
Clwyd in Mold. 


In 1984, HTV opened a new £14 million television centre at Culverhouse 

Cross, Cardiff to replace the original one at Pontcanna. Transmission continued to 
originate from Pontcanna until 1988, when this transferred to the new centre. In 
addition to providing playout for both HTV services, the new centre would, from 1 
January 1993, also provide transmission of South West England franchise Westcountry 
Television. 


The property eventually passed to United Business Media (then United News and Media) 
following the takeover of HTV by the group in 1997. However, while HTV changed hands 
twice more, UBM continued to own the Culverhouse Cross buildings and associated 
land. ITV plc acquired the site on 10 April 20062% for £18.7m, and sought to redevelop 
the property. The largest production studio at Culverhouse Cross had been leased to 
third party operators since the early 1990s. In an interview with the Western Mail, the 
head of news and programmes, Phil Henfrey, confirmed ITV Wales would decide 
whether to stay at the site or re-locate to new, smaller premises in another part of 
Cardiff.24 


In August 2013, ITV Wales announced it would leave Culverhouse Cross by June 2014 
and move into a new facility on the ground floor of 3 Assembly Square, located next to 
the Welsh Assembly in Cardiff Bay.28 Broadcasting from the new studios began on 
Monday 30 June 2014. 


In Bristol, HTV were based at Television Centre in Bath Road near Arno's Vale, Bristol, 
which they took over from TWW. ITV plc continue to have operations in the city and 
today, the Bristol headquarters are home to ITV West Country's news programme /TV 
News West Country. ITV have however since sold the building to Cube Real Estate, a 
commercial property developer, which has refurbished the interior of the building. While 
ITV West Country maintains office space and a single ground floor studio, the other 
floors are available to rent as office space. The property is marketed as 'Bath Road 
Studios’. 


Transmitters[edit] 
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The Wales and West franchise area operated by TWW was originally confined to the 
West (comprising Bristol, Somerset, Wiltshire and parts of Gloucestershire and Dorset) 
and south east Wales (broadly as far west as Swansea) and served by a single main VHF 
transmitter located at St Hilary. TWW later acquired the use of VHF transmitters 
covering much of the remainder of Wales from WWN (Wales West and North). An 
additional VHF transmitter (channel 7) was eventually installed at St Hilary in 1965 to 
carry programmes specifically for Wales, allowing the separation of Wales and West 
services. However, St Hilary was never used as part of the replacement UHF network 
and TV transmission from it ceased when VHF services were switched off in 1985. The 
mast continues to be used for communications and radio broadcasting. 


The UHF transmitter network was designed to replicate the separation of programme 
services to Wales and the West achieved with the VHF network it replaced. HTV's UHF 


services were transmitted by the following main transmitters and their 

relays: Llanddona, Moel-y-Parc, Long Mountain, Blaenplwyf, Preseli, Carmel, Kilvey*, 
Pontypool*, Wenvoe and Mendip, with Mendip serving the HTV West region and the rest 
serving the HTV Wales region. 


(Kilvey and Pontypool were classed as 'relays' prior to Digital transmission as they were 
not 'line-fed'). 


Prior to digital broadcasting, the transmitter distribution system continued to permit the 
sub-grouping of west and north Wales, echoing the historic VHF regional configuration. 
However, it was not particularly useful for programme purposes but sometimes 
exploited for the transmission commercials. 


The transmitter network has remained substantially the same for Digital broadcasting of 
ITV Cymru Wales and ITV West. 


Identity[edit] 


Harlech's first ident on 20 May 1968 featured two words 'Harlech' spinning in opposite 
ways and which eventually met up to form one word. This design would have been 
clearly seen to viewers of the service then, however viewers today would have 
encountered lots of black lines and a barely noticeable ‘Harlech’. This is due to the fact 
that the ident was designed for 405-line television system used at the time, and due to 
the use of 625-line UHF system, the ident appears differently on sets that receive the 
625-line transmission.22! 


HTV logo used from 1970 to 1987 


When colour broadcasting commenced on 6 April 1970, a new logo was unveiled. Due to 
criticism from viewers in the West of England, concerning the bias towards Wales that 
Harlech presented, the new logo featured the letters 'HTV'. The symbol created, named 
"The Aerial", featured the letters HTV in such a way that it looks like a television aerial - 
the logo went on to become HTV's longest serving identity, surviving until December 
1992. The aerial would animate on through use of lines, accompanied by the same 
jingle as used before. The white logo on blue background was seen plain when both 
Wales and the West received the programme,22 but would otherwise have the region 
name included. For the West region, this was 'West' at the top of the logo between the 
'H' and 'V',22 whereas for Wales, the caption Cymru Wales was placed at the bottom of 
the logo, as a reference that Welsh programming was still shown on the channel.84 


Following the launch of S4C on 1 November 1982, all Welsh language programming was 
transferred to the new service, and the Wales ident was amended so that only the 
'Wales' part was displayed at the top of the logo.24 These idents continued until 28 
September 1987, when the idents were dropped in favour of an updated computer 
generated sequence, where the blocks flew out of a large suspended blue surface and 
landed to form the HTV aerial logo on a dark blue background. 


HTV adopted the first ITV generic look on 1 September 1989, and it was their slanted 'H; 
that appeared in their regional section of the ITV logo. Despite the video sequence 
being the same, there were three variations of the ident, all featuring a different lower 


caption; HTV, HTV Wales and HTV West. In addition, HTV also made their own variation 
where the HTV logo remained on-screen the whole time. The corporate idents were 
dropped on Thursday 31 December 1992.22 


HTV 


HTV logo used from 1 January 1993 until 27 October 2002, and for a further two years for news 
programming 


In their place, a new HTV logo was designed and unveiled on Friday 1 January 1993, 
featuring an upright, but stylised HTV, with two triangles for the 'V' section. Originally 
this logo was seen as a translucent blue logo moving back onto a multi-coloured blue 
background accompanied by an ambient tune. This was later changed to a more upbeat 
tune, ending in a more noticeable crescendo. This ident package marked the end of 
specific idents for Wales and the West, as all of the idents that followed used the single 
HTV brand, though separate continuity for the two services, albeit now out of vision, 
was retained, this presentation package remained popular until 1 January 1995.2% 


On Monday 2 January 1995, the ident was re-altered to include small triangles which 
grew and combined to form the triangular 'V' and the remainder of the HTV logo. The 
accompanying music was stronger than its predecessor, and the colours were warmer 
than previous, with a gold HTV and a changing blue, green background and remained 
on screen for four years until 7 March 1999. Around this time, a large number of 
specialised idents were introduced - such as variations on the main sequence, specific 
genre idents and a special presentation package to mark HTV's 30th anniversary in 
1998. 291 


On Monday 8 March 1999, HTV introduced what would be its last in-house presentation 
package, featuring the camera panning over the HTV logo in dark blue against a bright 
yellow background and accompanied by two remixes to its predecessor (although the 
tune from the previous ident was used on some occasions).22 Nine months later, HTV, 
as part of UNM, adopted the second ITV generic look based on the theme of 'Hearts'. 
However, when UNM was merged into Granada, the broadcasting arm of HTV was sold 
to Carlton to comply with competition laws. As a result, from 2 July 2001 HTV adopted, 
in part, Carlton's star branding. The resultant idents featured Carlton's 'Star' opening 
films, before the screen flashed white, drawing back to become the 'V' in the HTV logo 
against the spinning hearts background as used previously.22 


When Granada and Carlton introduced national ITV1 branding to all stations in England 
and Wales on 28 October 2002, the HTV channel identity ceased to be used for 
presentation. It was replaced by the on-screen name ITV1 Wales and ITV1 West of 
England. ITV1 Wales still used a variation of the generic theme, with the 

name Wales consistently present under the ITV1 logo. ITV1 West of England's regional 
identity was gradually phased out from 2002 onward. Originally, prior to regional 
programming, an ident featuring the celebrity package was used, with an ITV1 logo 
placed above a small West of England caption to the left of the screen. In 2004, the 
regional idents changed to four coloured cubes are seen dotted around a regional 
scene, with an ITV1 logo and /TV1 for the West of England caption in the bottom right 
corner. This was replaced in October 2004 by a national ident, consisting of three small 
ITV cubes above a large '1' cube, with the caption West below. This was one of the last 
idents for ITV West, as regional idents were abandoned soon after, with the exception of 


Wales. The HTV brand was retained for local News programmes until Granada and 
Carlton merged on 2 February 2004 to create ITV plc. The Carlton name appeared on 
endboards from 2001 until 2004, when it was replaced by a generic /7V Wales or ITV 
West endboard. 221221 


Programmes[edit] 
Current programming[edit] 


ITV Cymru Wales produces around six hours a week of national news, current affairs and 
features programming in English - its flagship programme Wales at Six broadcasts each 
weeknight at 6pm with shorter ITV News Cymru Wales bulletins throughout the day and 
during the weekend. 


The news service is supplemented by regular current affairs programmes 

including Newsweek Wales on Sunday lunchtimes, the long-running Wales This 

Week and the political review Sharp End on Monday nights. Several feature series also 
broadcast throughout the year - including rural feature series Coast and Country, 
interview series Face to Face, archive series Wales on TV and documentaries such 

as Crime Files (also produced in Welsh as Y Ditectif). 


Since 1982, ITV Wales has also produced Welsh language output for S4C - in the fields 
of current affairs, features, drama and entertainment. Two of its flagship titles figure 
among S4C's longest-running and most popular programmes - the rural documentary 
series Cefn Gwlad with Dai Jones and the investigative current affairs programme Y Byd 
ar Bedwar. 


In recent years, ITV Cymru Wales has returned to producing factual output for the ITV 
network, including occasional editions of the current affairs programme Tonight and 
documentaries such as feature series The Harbour, My Grandfather Dylan and the RTS 
award-winning The Aberfan Young Wives Club. 


ITV West's regional programming is confined to news and current affairs as part of the 
non-franchise ITV West Country service. /TV News West Country includes a 20-minute 
opt out for the ITV West region within its 69m programme on weeknights, alongside 
separate daytime, late night and weekend bulletins. A political programme, The West 
Country at Westminster is also broadcast on a monthly basis with other non-news 
content featured during the 6pm edition of /TV News West Country. 


Cefn Gwlad (for S4C) 
Coast and Country 
Crime Files 

Ein Byd (for S4C) 

Face to Face 

Fishlock's Wales 

ITV News Cymru Wales 
ITV News: Wales at Six 


Past programming[edit] 


Arthur of the Britons (1972 - 1973) 
Ballroom (1989) 

Barry Welsh is Coming (1996 - 2004, 2007) 
A Chance to Dance (1993)8# 

Definition (1978 - 1986) 


ITV News West Cot 


Newsweek Wales 


Sharp End 


Wales This Week 


Wales on TV 
The West Country 
Y Byd ar Bedwar (f 


Y Ditectif (for S4C) 


The Music Game (1 


Nuts and Bolts (19! 
Old Scores (1991) 
Oliver Twist (1999) 


On the Road with E 


e Garden Club (1991 - 1996, for Channel Four)8” 

e Great Expectations (1991, co-produced with Primetime Television Ltd. 
and Walt Disney Pictures) 

e Elinor (1980s - 1990s) 

e Farming Wales (1980s) 

e The Front Row (1997 - 2001) 

e Hacio (for S4C, 2000 - 2017) 

e Jamaica Inn (1983) 

e The Jazz Detective (1992) 

e Jenny's War (1985, co-produced with Columbia Pictures Television) 

e Keynotes (1989 - 1992) 

e The Last Butterfly (1991)2% 

e The Lilac Bus (1992) 

e Machinegunner (1976)"4 

e Maigret (1988)4 

e The Marshal (1993) 


Children's programmes 


e Animal Ark (1997 - 1998)“ 

e The Animal Express (1983) 

e Bimble's Bucket (1996 - 1998) 

e Budgie the Little Helicopter (1994 - 1996) 
e Captain Star (1997 - 1998) 

e Children of the Stones (1977) 

e The Clifton House Mystery (1978) 

e Dr Xargle (1997 - 1998) 

e The Famous Five (1990s version, co-produced with Tyne Tees Television) 
e The Georgian House (1976) 

e The Great Bong (1994 - 1995) 

e Haunting Harmony (1993)5% 

e Into the Labyrinth (1981 - 1982) 

e /t's Time For Me (1969 - 1970) 

e King of the Castle (1977) 
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This is a timeline of the history of ITV in Wales. 


1950s[edit] 


e 1956 
o 26 October - Television Wales and the West is awarded the ITV franchise 
for South Wales and the West of England. 


e 1957 
o No events. 
e 1958 
o 14 January - At 4.45pm, IWW starts broadcasting. 
e 1959 
o No events. 
1960s[edit] 
e 1960 


o No events. 


1961 

o Following pressure from Welsh-speaking businessmen, the ITA awards a licence 
covering a new North and West Wales region to Wales West and North 
Television. 


1962 

o 14 September - Wales (West and North) Television launches as Teledu Cymru. 
This brings ITV to north Wales for the first time, although people living on north 
east Wales and along much of the north Wales coast had been able to watch ITV 
since 1956 as this area is within reach of the Winter Hill transmitting station and 
therefore served by Granada Television. 


1963 

o Delays in switching on the transmitters at Arfon (north west) and Moel-y-Parc in 
the north east destroys the finances of WWN. Free programming from the ITV 
network, plus other support from its neighbours ABC, ATV and TWW just about 
kept the ship afloat, but Granada decided to dispense with its productions in 
the Welsh language, and the loss of this programming stream proved fatal to 
WWN.#! 


1964 

o 26 January - Wales (West and North) Television stops broadcasting after going 
bankrupt. TWW offers a generous package to WWN's shareholders, in order to 
gain control of the territory, and kept the Teledu Cymru name on the air.“ 


1965 

o For the first time, TWW is able to provide separate programming 
for Wales and West of England. This is made possible by the switching on of a 
second VHF transmitter St Hilary to effectively extend the ex-WWN transmitter 
network into south east Wales.”! 


1966 
o No events. 


1967 

o 21 June - TWW loses its licence to the Harlech Consortium. TWW unsuccessfully 
fought the ITA's decision, both formally and through the press. However, the 
ITA remained resolute that it is legally entitled to remove any contract at any 
time for any reason.“ 


1968 

o 4 March - TWW stops broadcasting five months before its contract was due to 
expire, selling the final months of airtime to Harlech. However the new 
contractor is not yet ready to go on air so the ITA provides an interim service 
called Independent Television Service for Wales and the West. 

o 20 May - Harlech Television takes over the Wales and West of England franchise 
just over two months ahead of the planned hand-over date. It launches two news 
magazines - Y Dydd (The Day) in Welsh and Report Wales in English. 


o August - Atechnicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 

o 14 September - The final edition of listings magazine Television Weekly is 
published. Listings are subsequently carried in an Wales and West of 
England edition of 7V7imes which now becomes a national publication on 21 


September. 
e 1969 
o No events. 
1970s[edit] 
e 1970 


o 6 April- HTV starts broadcasting in colour and from this day, the station 
becomes known on air as HTV rather than Harlech Television. 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, HTV is able to launch an afternoon service. 


e 1973 to 1978 
o No events. 


e 1979 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces HTV off the air. The strike ends on 24 
October. 
1980s[edit] 
e 1980 


o No events. 


e 1981 
o No events. 


e 1982 

o 23 September - HTV launches a weekly current affairs programme Wales This 
Week. To this day, the programme continues to be broadcast.“ 

o 31 October - Programmes in Welsh are broadcast on HTV for the final time as 
from the following day, all Welsh language programmes both on BBC Wales and 
HTV transfers to the new Welsh fourth channel S4C. 

o 1November - Following the launch of S4C, HTV Wales becomes a fully English 
language service and it renames its news programme to Wales at Six. 


e 1983 


o 1 February - ITV’s breakfast television service TV-am launches. Consequently, 
HTV’s broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 


e 1984 
o HTV opens a new studio complex at Culverhouse Cross due to its current studios 
at Pontcanna not having space for expansion to accommodate the increased 
studio production. 


e 1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 
o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4 (and S4C), ITV 
provides a full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. 
The new service includes regular five-minute national and regional news 
bulletins. 
o 28 September - HTV launches a new computer-generated ident.<4 


e 1988 
o 22 August - HTV begins 24-hour broadcasting. 


e 1989 
o 1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. HTV adopts the 


ident. 
1990s[edit] 
e 1990 


o May - HTV acquires the UK branch of Vestron Video International, and renamed 
them to First Independent Films. First Independent Films was a British film_ 
distributor and home video company that replaced Vestron Video International's 
UK operations, 2021221 


e 1991 
o 28 April - HTV closes down its Night Club and instead simulcasts the overnight 
generic service from London. 
o 16 October - HTV retains its licence to broadcast when it bids the highest 
amount of a total of four applicants. 


e 1992 
o No events. 


e 1993 
o 1 January - To co-inside with the start of this new franchise period, HTV launches 
a new set of idents.23 


e 1994 


o 18 February - Flextech buys a 20% stake in the company, thereby clearing HTV’s 
debts." 


o 28 February - Wales at Six is replaced by Wales Tonight.2= 


e 1995 
o 2 January - HTV launches a new set of idents.22 
o September - Flextech sells its 20% stake in HTV to Scottish Television.“ 


e 1996 
o October - United News & Media buys Scottish Television’s 20% stake in HTV.22 


e 1997 

o 28 june - HTV is fully taken over by United News & Media.2% 

o United News & Media put the HTV-owned First Independent Films up for sale, 
following the commercial failure of the movie G./. Jane in the UK. The assets are 
eventually acquired by Columbia TriStar Home Video who retained the First 
Independent Films label for two more years before fully absorbing it into their 
own label in 1999. 


e 1998 
o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


e 1999 
o 8 March - Wales Tonight is renamed HTV Wales News.24 


o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced and HTV adopts its 
version of the ident.24 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 

o Granada plc buys United's television interests, but at the time competition 
regulations limited the extent to which one company could control the ITV 
network, and were consequently forced to give up one of its ITV franchises. This 
resulted in a break-up of HTV, whereby its broadcast facilities and Channel 3 
broadcast licence (and hence its advertising revenues) are sold to Carlton 
Communications plc, owners of Carlton Television, whilst the majority of 
production facilities are retained by Granada. 


e 2001 
o No events. 


e 2002 
o 28 October - On-air regional identities are dropped apart from when introducing 
regional programmes and HTV is renamed ITV1 Wales. 


e 2003 
o No events. 


2004 

o January - The final two remaining English ITV companies, Carlton and Granada, 
merge to create a single England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc. 

o 2 February - HTV News is renamed /TV Wales News. 


2005 

o The Ferryside television relay station in Carmarthenshire is chosen as the site of 
the UK's experimental switchover trial, and as such becomes the first UK TV 
transmitter to be converted to digital transmission.22. 

o 14 November — /TV Wales News is renamed back to Wales Tonight. 


2006 
o 29 December - HTV Ltd is renamed ITV Wales & West Ltd. 23 


2007 
o No events. 


2008 
o No events. 


2009 


o 9 September - Digital switchover begins in Wales when the Kilvey Hill 
transmitter is the first of eight main transmitters to complete digital switchover. 
[24] 


2010s/[edit] 


2010 
o 31 March - Digital switchover is completed in Wales when the analogue 
transmissions at Wenvoe are switched off. 


2011 
o 11 January - ITV Wales +1 is launched. 


2012 
o No events. 


2013 

o 14 January - As part of a rebranding of ITV Wales, a new logo is introduced and 
the Wales news magazine is renamed /TV News Cymru Wales in 2013.23 

o September - ITV Wales announces the launch of a new weekly current affairs 
programme, Newsweek Wales.2# 


2014 

o 1 January - ITV in Wales is now officially known as ITV Cymru Wales. 

o 30 June - ITV Cymru Wales moves into a new facility on the ground floor of 3 
Assembly Square, located next to the Welsh Assembly in Cardiff Bay.” and to 
mark the change, the Wales at Six name is reintroduced after 20 years.2% 


e 2015 


(0) 


25 August - ITV Cymru Wales begins broadcasting in HD.s% 


See also[edit] _ 


e History of ITV 


e History of ITV television idents 
e Timeline of ITV 


e Timeline of television in Wales 
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This is a timeline of the history of HTV West. 


1960s[edit] 


e 1967 
o Harlech Consortium in awarded the franchise to broadcast to Wales and 
the West of England. 


e 1968 

o 4 March - Ousted licensee TWW stops broadcasting five months before its 
contract was due to expire, selling the final months of airtime to Harlech. 
However the new contractor is not yet ready to go on air so the ITA provides an 
interim service called Independent Television Service for Wales and the West. 

o 20 May - Harlech Television takes over the Wales and the West of 
England franchise just over two months ahead of the planned hand-over date. 

o August - Atechnicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 


e 1969 

o No events. 
1970s[edit] 
e 1970 


o 6 April- HTV starts broadcasting in colour and from this day, the station 
becomes known on air as HTV.“ 


o 30 May - HTV begins broadcasting in colour, initially from the Mendip 
transmitter. 


o June - A separate HTV West service is launched, as is a full evening news 
programme for the region called Report West. 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ITV is able to launch an afternoon service. 


e 1973 to 1978 
o No events. 


e 1979 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces HTV off the air. The strike ends on 24 
October. 
1980s[edit] 
e 1980 


o No events. 


e 1981 
o No events. 


e 1982 
o Report Westis renamed HTV News. 


e 1983 


o 1 February - ITV’s breakfast television service TV-am launches. Consequently, 
HTV’s broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 


e 1984 
o No events. 


e 1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 
o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 
o 28 September - HTV launches a new computer-generated ident.2 


e 1988 
o 22 August - HTV begins 24-hour broadcasting. The service is broadcast on 
both HTV West and HTV Wales. 


e 1989 
o 1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. HTV adopts the 
ident. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 


o May - HTV acquires the UK branch of Vestron Video International, and renamed 
them to First Independent Films. First Independent Films was a British film_ 
distributor and home video company that replaced Vestron Video International's 
UK operations. 24 


1991 

o 28 April - HTV closes down its Night Club and instead simulcasts the overnight 
generic service from London. 

o 16 October - HTV retains its licence to broadcast when it bids the highest 
amount of a total of four applicants. Due to the size of the bid - £20.5 million - 
the company had to make considerable savings in order to cover the increased 
cost of the licence.“ The ITC had initially considered disqualifying HTV's bid 
because of its business plan, but it was ultimately allowed to bid. 


1992 
o No events. 


1993 
o 1 January - To co-inside with the start of this new franchise period, HTV launches 
a new set of idents.™ 


1994 
o 18 February - Flextech buys a 20% stake in the company, thereby clearing HTV’s 
debts.22 


1995 
o 2 January - HTV launches a new set of idents.24 
o September - Flextech sells its 20% stake in HTV to Scottish Television.“ 


1996 
o October - United News & Media buys Scottish Television’s 20% stake in HTV.22! 


1997 

o March - The main evening news programme is renamed The West Tonight. The 
change co-insides with the opening of a digital broadcast centre at HTV's Bristol 
studios.“ 

o 28 June - HTV is fully taken over by United News & Media.=5 

o United News & Media puts the HTV-owned First Independent Films up for sale, 
following the commercial failure of the movie G./. Jane in the UK. The assets are 
eventually acquired by Columbia TriStar Home Video who retained the First 
Independent Films label for 2 more years before fully absorbing it into their own 
label in 1999. 


1998 
o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


1999 
o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced and HTV adopts its 
version of the ident.2# 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 

o Granada plc buys United's television interests, but at the time competition 
regulations limited the extent to which one company could control the ITV 
network, and were consequently forced to give up one of its ITV franchises. This 
resulted in a break-up of HTV, whereby its broadcast facilities and Channel 3 
broadcast licence (and hence its advertising revenues) are sold to Carlton 
Communications plc, owners of Carlton Television, whilst the majority of 
production facilities are retained by Granada. 


e 2001 
o No events. 


e 2002 
o 28 October - On-air regional identities are dropped apart from when introducing 
regional programmes and HTV West is renamed ITV1 West.24 However the 
regional news bulletins continue to be named HTV News until the /7V. 
News relaunch of 2004. 


e 2003 
o No events. 


e 2004 
o 2 February - 
= Granada merges with Carlton Communications, thereby creating a 
single England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc." 
= The HTV brand is finally consigned to history when the regional news service 
is renamed /TV West News.”% 


e 2005 
o 12 September - The regional news programme is once again named The West 
Tonight, six years after the name had originally been dropped.24 


e 2006 
o 29 December - HTV Ltd is renamed ITV Wales & West Ltd.24 


e 2007 
o No events. 


e 2008 
o No events. 


e 2009 
o 16 February - As part of major cutbacks across ITV to its regional broadcasts in 
England the operations of ITV Westcountry and ITV West are merged into a new 
non-franchise region ITV West & Westcountry. The new ‘region’ results in a 
merged regional news service based in Bristol called The West Country Tonight. 


However the first half of the main programme and the entirety of the late 
evening bulletin remained separate.22 


o All non-news local programming ends apart from a monthly political discussion 
show. 
2010s/[edit] 
e 2010 
o No events. 
e 2011 
o 31 March - Digital switchover is completed in the region when the analogue 
transmissions at Ridge Hill (West) are switched off. 
o 5 September - Separate weekday daytime bulletins for the two regions (at 
breakfast and lunchtime) are reintroduced. 
e 2012 
o No events. 
e 2013 
o 16 September - ITV News West Country extends the East and West opt-out 
services to at least 20 minutes of the 6pm programme, in addition to separate 
weekend bulletins for the two sub-regions, effectively restoring full services for 
the two areas.22 
e 2014 
o 1 January - The Wales and West of England regions are formally split and a new 


region covering the merged west and south west regions - ITV West Country - is 
officially launched.2" 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of ITV in Wales 


e History of ITV 
e History of ITV television idents 


e Timeline of ITV 
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ITV Cymru Wales 


CYMRU WALES 


Type 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitt 


ers 


Headquar 


ters 


Broadcas 
t area 


Owner 


Picture 
format 


Affiliation 


Region of television network 


ITV Cymru Wales 


Wales 


1 January 2014; 5 years ago 


Wenvoe, Carmel, Preseli, Blaenplwyf, Llan 
ddona, Moel-y-Parc, Long Mountain, Kilvey 


Hill 


Cardiff 


Wales 


ITV plc 


1080i HDTV, downscaled 
to 16:9 576i for SDTV 


ITV 


Official 
website 


www.itv.com/news/wales/ 


Language English (and Welsh production for S4C) 


Replaced ITV Wales & West 


ITV Cymru Wales, previously known as Harlech Television and HTV Wales, is 
the ITV franchise for Wales. The new separate licence began on 1 January 2014, 
replacing the long-serving dual franchise region serving Wales and the West of England. 


Licence[edit] 


The licence continues to be held by ITV Broadcasting Ltd, who hold all nationwide 
Channel 3 licences. 


As of January 2014, the former HTV companies are still legally named ITV Wales and 
West Group Ltd and ITV Wales and West Ltd. Each of these companies is, along with 
most other regional companies, owned by ITV plc, though listed at Companies House as 
a "dormant company"! 


History[edit] 


The broadcasting licence was created following the split of ITV Wales & West.” It is 
hoped that the separate licence will benefit local viewers.2 


In May 2012, Ofcom raised the possibility of a stand-alone licence for Wales.“ 


On 25 August 2015, ITV Cymru Wales began broadcasting in HD (prior to this HD 
viewers in Wales received ITV Central HD), including the company's news service and 
non-news programming including current affairs and documentaries.“ 


Programming[edit] 


ITV Cymru Wales produces around six hours a week of national news, current affairs and 
features programming in English - its flagship programme Wales at Six broadcasts each 
weeknight at 6pm with shorter ITV News Cymru Wales bulletins throughout the day and 
during the weekend. 


The news service is supplemented by regular current affairs programmes 

including Newsweek Wales on Sunday lunchtimes, the long-running investigative 
series Wales This Week and the political review Sharp End on Monday nights. Several 
feature series are also broadcast throughout the year - including rural affairs 

series Coast and Country, political interview strand Face to Face, sports chat show /n 
Touch and documentary series such as Helimeds and Time of Your Life. 


ITV Cymru Wales also produces Welsh language output for S4C - in the fields of current 
affairs, features, drama and entertainment. Two of its flagship titles figure among S4C's 
longest-running and most popular programmes - the rural documentary series Cefn 
Gwlad with Dai Jones and the investigative current affairs programmes Y Byd ar 
Bedwar and Ein Byd. 
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This article is about the British commercial broadcaster. For the American production 
and distribution company, see Associated Television International. 


Associated Television 


ira 


The ATV region when it lost its franchise in 1981 


Type 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitte 


rs 


Headquart 


ers 


Broadcast 
area 


Owner 


Dissolved 


Former 
names 


Picture 
format 


Region of television network 


ATV 


England 


24 September 1955; 64 years ago, in 
London 

17 February 1956; 63 years ago in the 
Midlands 

All week in the Midlands from 29 July 
1968 


Sutton Coldfield, Waltham, Ridge 


Hill, The 


Wrekin, Croydon, Lichfield, Membury 


Elstree, London, Birmingham 


London (weekends, 1955 to 1968) 


Midlands (weekdays, 1956 to 1968; all 


week, 1968 to 1982) 


Associated Communications Corporation 


28 July 1968 (London) 


1 January 1982; 37 years ago, at 12.34 


a.m. (Midlands) 


ABC before 8 October 1955 


625- and 405-line 


Affiliation ITV 
Language English 


Replaced ABC Weekend TV in the Midlands on 


weekends from 1968 


Replaced b Central Independent Television in the 
y Midlands from 1982 
London Weekend Television in London 


from 1968 


Subsidiary ATV Music Publishing 


Associated Television (ATV), a former British television company, was awarded the 
franchise by the Independent Television Authority (ITA) to provide the Independent 
Television service at weekends for the London region. This service started on Saturday, 
24 September 1955, the second ITA franchise to go on air, and was extended until 
Sunday, 28 July 1968. ATV was also awarded the franchise to provide the weekdays 
Independent Television service for the Midlands region. This service started on Friday, 
17 February 1956, the third ITA franchisee to go on air, and was extended until Monday, 
29 July 1968. 


Subsequent to the changes made by the ITA to the regional structure of the 
Independent Television service, ATV was awarded the franchise to provide a seven-day 
Independent Television service for the Midlands region which started on Tuesday, 30 
July 1968 and was finally extended until 00:34 on Friday, 1 January 1982. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of ATV 


Formation[edit] 


The company was formed from the merger of the Associated Broadcasting Development 
Company (ABDC) under the control of Norman Collins, and the /ncorporated Television 
Programme Company (ITC) under the control of Prince Littler and Lew Grade, 

two showbusiness agents. 


Both companies had applied for a contract to become one of the new ITV stations. ABDC 
won the contract but had insufficient money to operate it; ITC failed to win a contract, 
mainly due to a perceived conflicts of interest resulting from the business operations of 
Grade and Littler. By the time of the merger ABDC were well advanced with their plans 
whilst ITPC planned to operate as an independent producer selling their shows to the 
new network contractors. 


When financial problems hit ABDC, the Independent Television Authority, the governing 
body of ITV, invited Grade and Littler to join the ABDC consortium. This provided the 
money required and put Littler and Grade in control of the new company, sidelining 
Collins. 


The new company was originally named the Associated Broadcasting Company (ABC), 
but Associated British Corporation's parent company, which wished to call their 

station ABC and ran a large chain of cinemas under those initials, successfully sued for 
prior ownership of the name. After ABC had been operating for three weeks the name 
was changed to Associated TeleVision Ltd (ATV). The logo, designed for ABC and 
tweaked for ATV, was a "Shadowed eye" inspired by the CBS logo and reputedly 
designed by Lew Grade on a transatlantic flight back from the US. The logo is one of the 
most recognisable in broadcasting.™ 


Broadcasting[edit] 


The two ATV regions before the franchise changes in 1968 
Ī ATV London 


} ATV Midlands 


ABC began broadcasting in its own right on Saturday 24 September 1955, after jointly 
presenting the network's opening night on Thursday 22 September. The name ATV was 
first seen in London on Saturday 8 October 1955. The company won two contracts, 

the weekend contract for London and the Monday-Friday contract for the Midlands. The 
latter service opened on 17 February 1956, with ABC providing the weekend 
programmes. 


The company ran into financial difficulty due to the staggering losses of the first two 
years of ITV and start-up costs. The London weekday contractor Associated- 
Rediffusion shouldered some of ATV's losses and further funding was achieved by 
selling shares to the Daily Mirror newspaper. The company structure was changed 
several times until 1966, when ATV and ITC both became subsidiaries of the Associated 
Communications Corporation (ACC), formed by turning the old structure on its head. 
This marked the point where Lew Grade advanced from being the greatest influence 
over the company to taking control. 


ATV's main impact was in variety and light entertainment. 


In the contract and region changes in 1968, ATV lost the weekend franchise in London 
to the London Television Consortium, later renamed London Weekend Television, but its 
Midlands contract was renewed and extended for the full seven days. At this point the 
company was renamed ATV Network Limited. 


End of franchise[edit] 


During the 1970s, ATV received much criticism over its lack of local programming, 
particularly for the east of its region; such critics held that local shows had a 
Birmingham focus. In 1980, the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) decided that 
ATV's lack of regional programming and production (it had a major studio centre 

at Elstree in Hertfordshire, a legacy of its London contract, well outside its Midlands 
franchise) was hampering the region, so it insisted that the new applicant for the 
franchise be more clearly based in the region and have separate facilities for 

the East and West Midlands. 


ATV Midlands Limited, a shell company created by ACC solely for the franchise process, 
applied successfully for the contract. As a condition of its award, ACC was forced to sell 
49% of the company, relinquish executive roles, sell the Elstree studios and rename the 
company to demonstrate that it was effectively a new business.22! 


ATV ceased broadcasting at 12.34am on Friday 1 January 1982, following Scottish 
Television's networked Hogmanay Show. The final closedown was marked by a brief 
tribute to ATV from original announcer Shaw Taylor before duty announcer Mike 

Prince signed off with the playing of the National Anthem (an organ recording made 

at St. Chad's Cathedral, Birmingham). The newly reformed company, Central 
Independent Television plc, began broadcasting with an extended promo at 9.25am that 
morning. 


Central inherited the studios at ATV Centre, Birmingham and ATV Elstree along with 
land that ATV Midlands had purchased for their new Nottingham studio centre. Central 
also maintained control of ATV's news archive and regional programmes, along with 
programming already in production or being shown at the time of changeover and 
schools programming; the rest of the ATV archive was sold by ACC. 


ACC later divested itself of the remainder of Central after the Australian investor Robert 
Holmes a Court staged a boardroom coup and forced Grade to cede control.“ ACC 
remained in control of ITC and Stoll-Moss Theatres until 1988 when The Bell Group, the 
owners of ITC were taken over by the Bond Corporation. = Subsequently, the new 
owners Started an asset-stripping programme at ITC. In November 1988, ITC 
Entertainment was bought by its management.24 


In January 1995, PolyGram Filmed Entertainment bought ITC for $156 million,24 with 
Grade returning as chairman for life, bring him back into control of ITC until his death in 
1998. Carlton Communications spent much of the 1980s and 1990s buying up the 
intellectual property of the former ACC, including the rights to the ATV logo and 
company name, the ATV news archive (via its purchase of Central) and finally in early 
January 1999, the company bought ITC's television and film library from 
PolyGram/Seagram for £91 million, which reunited the programme library of Associated 
Television and Central Television and doubled the stock of its library division Carlton 
International, by giving it a total of 15,000 hours of programming.“ 


Granada plc merged with Carlton in 2002,42 and all of ATV's national archive 
programming has been taken into their ownership. The regional news archive from both 
ATV and Central, plus some regional programmes, are stored at the Media Archive for 
Central England at the University of Nottingham. 


Studios[edit] 


ATV camera at the National Media Museum, Bradford 


ATV's headquarters and main studios were at Elstree, near London, with both Midlands 
and London divisions, where the majority of ATV's earlier programming was made and 
distributed. 


ATV's studios in the Midlands were in Aston, Birmingham, jointly owned by ATV 

and ABC under the banner Alpha Television. They supplied both ATV and ABC, and 
supplemented production from Elstree. In readiness for colour television, a large 'state 
of the art’ television studio was built by ATV, the ATV Centre and off Broad Street near 
the centre of Birmingham. This replaced the Aston studios, which were sold. The ATV 
Centre was in use until 1997 although two of the production studios had been 
‘mothballed' in the early 1990s as demand for production studios fell. As of June 2014 
the complex has been partially demolished to be replaced by the upcoming Arena 
Central development, with the main studio building off Bridge Street standing derelict, 
pending the commencement of further demolition work. The Alpha Tower will remain as 
it is a listed building. 


A documentary about the ATV Centre was released in 2011 by MACE (Media Archive for 
Central England).24 Entitled From ATVLand In Colour (referring to the nickname used on 
ATV's children's programme, Tiswas, and the building being purpose-built for colour 
broadcasting), the documentary features presenters, actors, announcers and behind- 
the-scenes staff talking about their time working there, and the programmes that were 
made there.22 Contributors include Chris Tarrant, Shaw Taylor, Jane Rossington and Bob 
Carolgees. 


In the 1981 franchise review, the IBA ordered that for ATV Midlands to keep the 
franchise the Elstree centre must be sold and a studio centre built in the east of the 
region. ATV Midlands, renamed Central Independent Television, needed an immediate 
start for separate East and West Midlands facilities. The new east site was at Lenton 
Lane, Nottingham, and the land had been bought while ATV was still in control. Planning 
issues delayed construction so Central purchased an independent production studio in 
the city (at Giltbrook) as its East Midlands newsroom. Industrial action prevented this 
centre from being used, with the new studios ready by the time it was resolved. 


In 1983 the Elstree centre was sold to the BBC for around £7 million,2@ and is now home 
of the soap EastEnders,281 


East Midlands Television Centre in Nottingham began operation in September 1983. 
11 but was Officially opened by H.R.H. Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Philip, in March 1984. 
a The studio was eventually sold in 2004 to the University of Nottingham as an 
independent facility and as the home of the Media Archive for Central England, where 
most of ATV's and Central's programmes are archived. 


N 


Identity[edit] 


ATV's logo has always consisted of a shadowed eye, inspired supposedly by the logo 

of CBS. This shadowed eye with the letters ATV inside came to represent the company. 
The first ident featured a single eye shape, moving to reveal the shadowed eye, and 
animating so that each of the letters ATV animate in accompanied by one of the three 
musical notes on the ident score. The caption below read Associated TeleVision Ltd., the 
only time the station's full name was displayed in an ident. The shadowed eye however 
was out of proportion, attributed to the hurry to redraw the ident following the name 
change from ABC, 2122ulzsi2aii251 


Shortly after the launch of the Midlands franchise, the ident was again changed to an 
ident consisting of five stripes. Three of four vertical stripes contain the letters ATV, 
which animate in to the same musical score, with the other vertical stripe housing the 
logo and the stations airing times, either displaying both or those of the region being 
viewed in. the final stripe is horizontal, with the caption ‘Presents’ inside. 2222231241251 


The next ident, launched in 1959, featured the shadowed eye zooming into the screen, 
whilst the familiar letters animate in as in the previous versions. This was altered in 
1964 to add either the region name below it, or the word 'Presents' if the programme 
was an outside broadcast. 2.221231241251 


The company's most recognisable ident, however, is the one launched in 1969. Called 
Zoom 2, it was the ident that heralded colour broadcasts to the region for the first time. 
Starting with three lightspots of red, blue and green that grow individually and combine 
to form six colours below the caption 'In Colour’, the three lightspots fully merge 
forming a single cream dot which then animates out into the ATV shadowed eye, fully 
formed, in yellow, while the background dissolves from light grey to dark blue. The 
score for the ident featured four trumpets, four trombones, drums and vibraphone in a 
twelve beat fanfare for the station, by Jack Parnell and arranged by Wally Stott. In 
addition to this, a variation was produced which only featured a black dot growing and 
transforming into the white shadowed eye for programmes still being shown in black 
and white. This ident was used from the introduction of colour in 1969 right until the 
ATV name ceased to be used in 1982 221231241251 


Names used[edit] 


Company names: 


e Associated Broadcasting Company Limited (1954-1955) 

e Associated TeleVision Limited (1955-1964) 

e Associated TeleVision Corporation (1964-1966) 

e Associated Communications Corporation (1966-1982)—parent company 

e ATV Network Limited (1966-1982) 

e ATV Midlands Limited (1981) - This is the company that was renamed to Central 
Independent Television from 1 January 1982, and was the licence holder for the 
Channel 3 Midlands region service until November 2008, when the licence was 
transferred to ITV Broadcasting Limited. 


On-air names: 


e Associated Broadcasting Company (24 September 1955 - 2 October 1955) 
e Associated TeleVision (8 October 1955 - 11 February 1956) 
e ATV London (18 February 1956 - 28 July 1968) 


e ATV Midlands (17 February 1956 - 28 July 1968 but referred to in continuity until 
1981) 
e ATV Network (29 July 1968 - 1 January 1982) (always branded on-air as simply 'ATV') 


Initials used: 


e ABC (24 September 1955 - 2 October 1955) 
e ATV (8 October 1955 - 1 January 1982) 


Revival of brand[edit] 


In 2015, ITV Broadcasting Ltd surrendered its rights to the ATV trademark and it was 
acquired by Associated Television Productions Ltd which has produced programming for 
the Made Television network of local television channels. 


Selected programmes[edit] 


e Astronauts - series 2 (1983) made by Central 

e ATV Today 

e Bullseye The 1st series (1981) - subsequently made by Central until 1995 and 
revived by Granada for Challenge in 2006 

e Carry On Laughing 

e Celebrity Squares - revived by Reg Grundy Productions and Central between 1993 
and 1997, and again by Fremantle in 2014 

e Crossroads - subsequently made by Central until ending in 1988 and revived by 

Carlton in 2001 

Death of a Princess 

Disraeli Portrait of a Romantic 

Edward the Seventh 

Emergency - Ward 10 

Family Fortunes (1980-1981) - subsequently made by Central and Carlton until 

ending in 2002 and revived by Fremantle in 2006 

Fire Crackers (1964-1965) 

General Hospital 

Hine (1971) 

It Must Be Dusty 

James Paul McCartney 

Julie on Sesame Street 

The Larkins 

Lunchbox with Noele Gordon 

Honey Lane 

Meet Peters and Lee 

New Faces - subsequently made by Central 

Pipkins 

Sapphire & Steel 

Saturday Variety 

Star Soccer 

e Sunday Night at the London Palladium 

e The Adventures of Robin Hood 

e The Cliff Richard Show 


e The Golden Shot 

e The Marty Feldman Comedy Machine 

e The Muppet Show 

e The Strange World of Gurney Slade 

e Timeslip 

e Tiswas - subsequently made by Central until ending in mid-1982 
e Toyah 1980 documentary 

e Two OFA Kind (1961) 


The majority of ITC programmes were first broadcast by ATV and distributed in the UK 
by them. Similarly, ATV's productions were distributed by ITC outside of the UK, with 
most ATV idents replaced with those for ITC. 


Other ventures[edit] 
ATV Music[edit] 


As a side note to ATV's television activities, the company also set up a music 
publishing division. This was known as ATV Music and existed initially to publish TV- 
related music, such as theme tunes, composed by its in-house composers. It was 
formed after ATV acquired a substantial share of Pye Records." This company was 
eventually split away from the parent company and went through numerous different 
owners as well as buying into other established music publishers including Northern 
Songs, which was the Beatles' publishing company. ATV Music eventually settled into 
the hands of Michael Jackson before being merged into Sony/ATV Music Publishing. 


See also[edit] 


e Central Independent Television 
e London Weekend Television 

e Associated British Corporation 
e ITV (TV network) 


e History of ITV 
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This is a timeline of the history of ATV 


1950s[edit] 
e 1955 

o 24 September - Two days after the launch of ITV, ATV launches its weekend 

service for the London area. 
e 1956 

o 17 February - ATV launches its Midlands service, operating on weekdays 
with ABC providing the weekend programmes and ATV's London service is 
renamed ATV London. 

o 7 May - The first broadcast of ATV Midlands News takes place. It is a short daily 
summary of regional news with stories often sourced directly from the 
Birmingham Evening Dispatch, a local newspaper." Film footage is later added 
with footage shot by Birmingham Commercial Films. 

e 1957 
o No events. 
e 1958 

o ATV Midlands News is supplemented by the launch of Midland Montage, a weekly 
topical magazine programme. 

o ATV purchases the Elstree Studios. The main reason for the purchase was for 
production of the affiliated ITC filmed series, but they were also bought because 
ATV's existing television studios were deemed to be insufficient for its 
requirements. 

e 1959 
o ATV sets up its own news film unit for its regional news programmes. 
o ATV's logo is changed slightly. 
1960s[edit] 
e 1960 

o No events. 
e 1961 

o No events. 
e 1962 

o No events. 
e 1963 

o No events. 


1964 


o Aslight change is made to the logo to add either the region's name below the 
ident. 4 

o Early in 1964, ATV's weekday lunchtime entertainment programme, Lunchbox, 
ends. It had been on air since shortly after ATV had begun broadcasting. 
Consequently, ATV no longer broadcasts programming at lunchtime. 

o September - ATV launches its own listings magazine TV World. Previously, 
listings for the week ahead had been published in a Midlands version of 7VTimes. 

o 5 October - Following pressure from the Independent Television Authority to 
improve regional coverage, ATV introduces a nightly news magazine 
programme, ATV Today. It runs for 20 minutes and follows the teatime 15 
minute-long ATV Midlands News bulletin. Later ATV Today is later expanded to 
the full 30 minutes and the news bulletin is subsumed into the main programme. 

o 2 November - The first edition of ATV’s soap opera Crossroads is broadcast. The 
programme continues to be produced by Central after it takes over from ATV in 
1982, eventually ending in 1988. 


e 1965 
o No events. 


e 1966 
o Following a restructure of the company, ATV and Incorporated Television 
Programme Company (ITC) both become subsidiaries of the Associated 
Communications Corporation (ACC). 


e 1967 
o No events. 


e 1968 

o 28 July - ATV stops broadcasting in London when its franchise is given to London 
Weekend Television. However the company is now able to broadcast seven days 
a week across the Midlands. The company is renamed ATV Limited. 

o 2 August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 

o 14 September - The final edition of ATV's listings magazine TV World is 
published due to 7V7imes launching as a national publication the following week. 


e 1969 
o 15 November — To coincide with the launch of colour broadcasting, ATV’s logo is 
altered and the famous ‘zoom’ ident launches in glorious technicolor. 
o By 1969, ATV Midlands News is now called ATV News. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 
o June - Transmissions across the southern part of ATV's region are improved 
when ATV begins broadcasting from the Oxford transmitting station.“ 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ATV launches an afternoon service. 


e 1973 to 1978 
o No events, although the late 1970s sees the introduction of short news bulletins 
at lunchtime and late at night. They are called ATV Newsdesk. 


e 1979 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces ATV off the air. The strike ends on 24 
October. 
1980s[edit] 
e 1980 


o The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces that lack of regional 
programming and production (it had a major studio centre 
at Elstree in Hertfordshire, a legacy of its London contract), was hampering the 
region, so it insists that the new applicant for the franchise be more clearly 
based in the region and have separate facilities for the East and West Midlands. 
ACC creates ATV Midlands Limited, a shell company solely for the franchise 
process 

o 28 December - ACC is awarded the Midlands contract but with conditions 
attached. ACC is forced to sell 49% of the company, relinquish executive roles, 
sell the Elstree studios and rename the company to demonstrate that it is 
effectively a new business.“ 


e 1981 
o Central Independent Television is chosen as the name of the new Midlands 
franchise. 
e 1982 


o 1 January - At 12:34 a.m. the ATV name is used for the final time at closedown of 
the evening’s programmes as when transmissions resume at 9.25 a.m., Central 
officially goes on the air. 

o May - ACC sells its remaining stake in Central, thereby ending Associated 
Television's involvement with ITV.222 


e 1983 
o July - Central uses ATV's studio complex at Elstree for the final time. It does so in 
order to comply with a condition of the licence renewal which requires the 
company to stop using any London-centric facilities. 


e 1984 
o The Elstree Studios complex is sold to the BBC. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 


e History of ITV television idents 
e Timeline of ITV 
e Timeline of Central Independent Television 
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ITV 


England 


1 January 1982; 37 years ago 


Sutton Coldfield, Waltham, Ridge 
Hill, The Wrekin 
(formerly Oxford, Lichfield, Membury) 


Birmingham 


Midlands 


ITV plc 
lost on-air identity on 
27 October 2002 (now known as ITV at 


all times) 


Central Independent Television 


Carlton Central 


1080i HDTV, downscaled 
to 16:9 576i for SDTV 


www.itv.com/news/central/ 


English 


Replaced ATV 


ITV Central, previously known as Central Independent Television and Carlton 
Central, and popularly shortened to Central Television or Central, is 

the Independent Television contractor for the Midlands.” It was created following the 
restructuring of ATV and began broadcasting on 1 January 1982. The station is owned 
and operated by ITV plc under the licensee of /7V Broadcasting Limited. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Central Independent Television 


During the 1970s ATV, the previous Midlands licence holder, was often criticised for its 
lack of regional output and character. Although ATV had purpose-built a modern colour 
production complex in the centre of Birmingham, most of its major productions were 
recorded at its main studios at Elstree in Hertfordshire, a legacy of the period when the 
company had also served London at the weekends until 1968. Its corporate 
headquarters were in Central London. 


ATV attempted to address its problem in 1980 as part of its franchise reapplication; with 
plans for a second major facility in the area (to be based in Nottingham) and as part of 
the Independent Broadcasting Authority's plan for the contract to provide separate 
news coverage for both the East Midlands and the West Midlands. The company name 
would also be changed from ATV Network Limited to ATV Midlands Limited, thus 
reinforcing the greater regional focus. The IBA accepted ATV's assertion that ATV 
Midlands Ltd planned to take a more local identity and awarded the contract to ATV 
Midlands Ltd on the basis that further changes were to be implemented, including that 
the parent company, Associated Communications Corporation, would divest 49 per cent 
of its shareholding in ATV Midlands Ltd in an attempt to introduce local shareholders 
and that ATV Midlands Ltd's registered office should be within the region. To 
demonstrate this change of share structure the IBA insisted that ATV change its 
company name, to show that it was a substantially new company due to the 
requirement for a dual region, 23 


Launch[edit] 


The station began transmitting at 9:25 am on Friday 1 January 1982 with an authority 
announcement by duty announcer Su Evans, followed by an extended five-minute 
promo entitled Welcome to Central, voiced by Peter Wheeler, previewing the company's 
network and regional programming, and the schedule for the first day of transmission.“ 


Central initially ran a sole pan-regional service from Birmingham, as a result of an 
industrial dispute which prevented its East Midlands service from Nottingham 
commencing before September 1983. The split allowed Central to serve the West 
Midlands with its own service from Birmingham. There were few differences between 
the East and West sub-regions, but each had its own news service, advertisements, and 
during the early years of operation, continuity. This would lead to the BBC launching its 
own sub-regional service for the East Midlands during the 1980s, which became a 
region in its own right in January 1991, with the launch of East Midlands Today. 


Operations[edit] 


By March 1984, the reorganisation of the company was complete, allowing pre-tax 
profits to double from £3.5 million to £6.5 million in its first two financial years. Shortly 
afterwards, Zenith Productions was established as a subsidiary of Central Television, 
which produced programming for the UK and the USA - most famously including the 
company's television adaptations of the /nspector Morse novels.“ Central's interests in 
on-screen fiction saw the company buy the Korda Film Library in 1986.8 


In January 1987, Central acquired the European division of the American production 
company FilmFair for £1.5million,2@ which went on to produce several of the station's 
networked children's series before being sold onto the Storm Group (Caspian) in 1991.4 
421 Qn the same day, Central brought a stake in Starstream, who co-founded and 
operated The Children's Channel - the 22% stake was sold in November 1991 to United 
Artists Cable International (formerly a subsidiary of United Artists Theatres, the parent 
company now a division of Regal Entertainment Group, and the former cable company 
merged into TCI, the predecessor of Liberty Media). A few months later, Central became 
the first ITV station to broadcast its own overnight service, including short news 
bulletins, imported output and the long running /obfinder service - launched in 1986 in 
partnership with the Manpower Services Commission - which went on to run for 17 
years and won a Royal Television Society award. Central was also awarded the Queen's 
Award to Industry for Export twice, for selling its range of programming to over 80 
countries around the world, in April 198722 and April 198921251 


Under its growing business portfolio, Central created CTE (Central Television 
Enterprises) in December 1987 and opened international bureaux in Hamburg, New 
York City and Sydney for sales, sponsorship and newsgathering operations. CTE, the 
company's key international distributor of programming, would later represent output 
sales for HTV, Meridian and Carlton,“2# who took over Central in 1994. 


In 1989, the company founded Zodiac Entertainment - an American entertainment firm 
specialising in the production and distribution of animated cartoons. Central invested 
$35 million in the company before deciding to discontinue its production business in 
1994, leaving Zodiac to become a distributor. Also in 1989,2%28 Central 

established Television Sales and Marketing Services Ltd (TSMS), a joint venture 

with Anglia Television providing airtime sales and program sponsorships, in part to 
recover production costs.22 In March 1994, Anglia acquired Central's stake in the 
company to take full control with Central moving over to Carlton's sales department. 2% 


In March 1990, Central formed a partnership with The Observer newspaper to 

create Central Observer, making environmental themed films for British Satellite 
Broadcasting and terrestrial channels, with funding from the charity Television Trust for 
the Environment.2# 


Central was unopposed in retaining its franchise in 1993, which allowed the company to 
bid only a token £2,000 a year (just over £5 a day)2#231 - though the company stressed 
the need to cut more jobs to become more cost efficient,24 as the company had agreed 
to pay 11% of their annual advertising revenue on top of their winning bid. The station's 
workforce was reduced to 1500 by 1990 and then to 900 by the start of 1992 - less than 
half of the payroll Central had employed in 1987. 


Central also profited from the auction after Meridian, a consortium in which Central held 
a 20% stake, won the franchise to serve the South and South East of England.25!26 Post- 
1993, the company's ITV network presence was further strengthened when it took over 
commissioning, presentation and compliance responsibility for a number of 


continuing Thames Television productions, such as Count Duckula, The Tomorrow 
People, This Is Your Life, Des O'Connor Tonight, Mr. Bean, Minder, Strike It 
Lucky and Wish You Were Here. 


By April 1993, with the added increase of 8.8% in advertising revenues to £250 million 
and its income from programme sales rising to £83.4 million, Central became the most 
successful ITV company after the start of the new franchises.24 


Ownership and takeover[edit] 


Although the IBA required 49% of the new station to be owned locally by companies and 
individuals,22 the take-up was nowhere near as expected, leaving companies outside 
the region to buy shares including DC Thomson (15%), Ladbrokes (10%), Pergamon 
(9%) and British Rail (2%). 


Shortly after the station began broadcasting, Australian entrepreneur Robert Holmes a 
Court - via his Bell Group - started the process of acquiring ACC, but was halted by the 
IBA, since the law prohibited foreign companies from controlling British television 
companies.22 By March, a rival bid from Gerald Ronson's Heron Corporation also 
entered the race to takeover ACC.2%84 In April 1982, ACC was taken-over by Robert 
Holmes a Court, with the IBA approving the deal in June on condition that ACC's 51 
percent stake in Central be put in trust, thus divesting ACC of all voting power until it 
had reduced its shares in the broadcaster.22! 


By January 1983, 167 staff had bought shares in the station for a £1 each as part of an 
innovative shareholding scheme to help offload shares to local people in the Central 
region.24 In May 1983, ACC finally sold off its stake in Central - Sears Holdings 
purchased 20% while Ladbrokes and DC Thomson also increased their stakes to 20% 
each, and Pergamon took its ownership to 12.5%, with 27.5% being held by single 
stakeholders. 


In March 1987, Carlton Communications acquired 20 per cent of Central from Ladbrokes 
for £30million®2 which finally gave Carlton its first stake in a terrestrial broadcasting 
company, after a bid to buy Thames Television was blocked by the IBA two years 
beforehand.2# In January 199422 Central was bought in its entirety by Carlton for £750 
millionu The new owners later restructured the company further by combining 
Central's operations into one and moving its Birmingham studios to a smaller complex 
elsewhere in the city centre. Network programmes were now classed as Carlton UK 


Productions and around 140 jobs were lost from the downgraded Birmingham operation. 
42)[43 


On 6 September 1999, the station was rebranded on-air as Carlton Central, though the 
registered company name remained Central Independent Television Limited. The new 
identity, produced by Lambie-Nairn was also used on Central's sister stations in 

the London and Carlton Westcountry regions. Only the "Carlton" name was used on air, 
however Central's regional news programmes retained the "Central" brand. With the 
merger of Carlton and Granada on 2 February 2004, the brand became ITV1 Central. It 
is currently owned by ITV plc and on 29 December 2006, the registered company name 
was changed from Central Independent Television Ltd to ITV Central Ltd. This company 
is, along with most other regional companies owned by ITV plc, listed on 
www.companieshouse.gov.uk as a "Dormant company". 


Incidents[edit] 


On 5 April 2005, it was revealed ITV Central could be fined by regulator Ofcom for 
broadcasting a pre-recorded late Central News bulletin for the East Midlands. The 


regulator later permitted ITV to pre-record some regional news bulletins shortly before 
transmission.“4 


On 15 July 2008, the station was fined £25,000 for contempt of court. 451/441 


Studios[edit] 
Main articles: Gas Street Studios and Carlton Studios, Nottingham 


Initially, Central inherited ATV's Broad Street studios, ATV Centre, which was renamed 
Central House when the contractor changed its name - they were retained as Central's 
headquarters, West Midlands studios and transmission facilities until 1997. Upon 
winning the franchise, Central decided to construct new studios for its East sub-region, 
based in Lenton Lane, Nottingham - the new complex was to be called 'East Midlands 
Television centre’.“4 Up until the studios were opened, Central's East Midlands 
operations were based on an industrial estate at Giltbrook, near Eastwood on the 
outskirts of Nottingham. A temporary radio link from Giltbrook to 

the Waltham transmitter via BT Bowman/Sheriff (Nottingham) Telephone Exchange 
provided the contribution feed into the studio/transmission network. The Nottingham 
studios were to be staffed by employees originally based at Elstree (in the studio 
complex that became BBC Elstree), which led to many problems due to the relocation, 
including industrial action, which resulted in a long delay for the promised 

separate news service for the East Midlands until September 1983.48 


The Nottingham studio complex finally opened in January 1984, followed by an official 
opening by the Duke of Edinburgh on 2 March 1984 “ Five years later, Central opened 
a computerized news centre in Abingdon for the launch of its third sub-region, serving 
the South Midlands.&2 Central News South was broadcast from the Abingdon studios, 
supplemented by news bureaux in Aylesbury, Gloucester and Swindon. 

s . 


The ITV Central headquarters in Gas Street, Birmingham. 


The Broad Street studios in Birmingham - which were rented - came under Central's 
ownership in November 1991, by which time, its network and large scale programming 
capability had been transferred to Nottingham, scaling down the Birmingham operation 
to providing Central News West, regional programming and presentation operations, 
including those for CITV.&4 In 1994, Central's new owners Carlton acquired land on 
nearby Gas Street to begin work on building a new, smaller digital studio complex. The 
new centre was completed in 1997, when Central West's regional news department 
moved from its Broad Street base, which was eventually demolished during the spring 
of 2015 to make way for the new ‘Arena Central’ development."&2! Having been one of 
the first fully computerised news programmes, Central News South was again a pioneer 
of new technology when, in the Spring of 2001, state-of-the-art Quantel digital video 
servers and edit suites were installed, along with a complete re-fit of camera and VTR 


equipment, placing Central South at the forefront of digital news-gathering in regional 
news. 


In February 2004, ITV plc announced plans to close and sell the Lenton Lane production 
centre in Nottingham with over 350 jobs being axed in the process Following the 
closure of the studios, a new news-gathering centre was established in the city, but 
production and transmission of Central News East moved to the Birmingham studio in 
Spring 2005. The former studio complex is now part of the University of Nottingham and 
is known as 'King's Meadow Campus'.™! It still maintains one Studio (Studio 7), and this 
is rented out to television and film companies, generating income for the university. In 
October 2004, ITV plc closed Central's presentation/transmission department and 
moved transmission to the Northern Transmission Centre in Leeds. Although there was 
heavy opposition, the role of presentation and transmission at Birmingham had been 
significantly reduced after network presentation was centralised to LNN in London in 
2002 and so there was an inevitability that this function would be moved 

out. CITV (Children's ITV), which had been presented by Central since 1983, was also re- 
homed to Granada's studios in Manchester, with all content pre-recorded and with out- 
of vision presentation. 


A documentary about the Broad Street studios was later released on DVD in October 
2011. Entitled 'From ATVLand In Colour' (referring to the nickname used on Tiswas, and 
the building being purpose-built by ATV for colour broadcasting), the documentary 
featured presenters, actors, announcers and behind-the-scenes staff talking about their 
time working in the studios, and the programmes that were made there by Central, and 
predecessor ATV.& The five-part documentary, produced by ATVLAND Productions, was 
followed up in November 2012 by From Headlines to Tight Lines, a DVD on the history of 
the regional news magazine programme ATV Today. 


ITV have since also sold the Gas Street office building to Cube Real Estate, a 
commercial property developer, which has refurbished the interior of the building. While 
Central maintains office space and a single ground floor studio, the other studio and 
floors are available to rent as office space. The property is marketed as '22 Gas Street’. 


Sub-regions[edit] 


Central currently operates two sub-regions: 


e Central West 
e Central East - broadcast from Birmingham with a newsgathering centre based in 
Nottingham. 


Initially, as a result of a long-running industrial dispute, Central broadcast a single pan- 
regional news service from Birmingham. The East Midlands service of news, local 
advertisements and presentation was launched in September 1983, leaving the 
Birmingham-based service to adopt its focus on the rest of the region. In January 1989, 
Central launched a third sub-region for the South Midlands (the Oxford and Ridge Hill 
transmitters previously served by Central West), carrying its own news service and local 
advertisements. 


The Central South region was disbanded in December 2006 after 17 years in operation - 
with the eastern half of the area merging with Meridian's North region to form an ITV. 
Thames Valley region.£# At the same time, ITV West's broadcast footprint was expanded 
to cover North Gloucestershire from the West's Bristol studios, while Herefordshire re- 
joined Central News West from Birmingham. While all Thames Valley news programmes 


were broadcast from Meridian's studios in Whiteley in Hampshire, Central's former 
Abingdon base was retained as a newsgathering centre. 


Further changes in February 2009 saw the end of wholly separate programmes for 
Central's East and West sub-regions. The pan-regional service currently includes a short 
six-minute opt out within the 69m programme and separate late night bulletins for the 
two areas. In the former Central South area, ITV's Thames Valley operations were fully 
merged with those in Meridian's South sub-region®1 and its former territory - including 
Oxfordshire, Swindon and Buckinghamshire - was formally transferred to the Meridian 
region when the regional licence was renewed in 2014. 


On 23 July 2013, proposals for a more localised Channel 3 news service were approved 
by Ofcom - /TV News Centra/ extended the East and West opt-out services from six 
minutes to twenty minutes during the half hour 6 pm programme, in addition to 
separate lunchtime and weekend bulletins for the two sub-regions. In the former 
Thames Valley region, plans were approved for a ten-minute opt out within the 6pm 
edition of /TV News Meridian for the south of England. 


Identity[edit] 


CENTRAL 


The first Central logo, used from 1982 - 1983." 


Globe: 1982-85[edit] 


Upon launch, Central's on screen presentation featured a sphere (which resembled a 
moon or a total eclipse) which would burst open with light, before reforming, 
accompanied by a light jingle, but was dropped and revised during 1983, so the moon 
ident would just appear of darkness with the colour spectrum appearing to its left hand 
side.'21 This ident was dropped locally in 1985, but remained on the front and end of 
networked programmes until August 1988. 


Although the symbol is well known as the "globe", Russ J Graham of Transdiffusion said 
the ident passes through several stages that make the viewer wonder "what is it?", 
before "revealing nothing", noting he thought of it as an egg, but noted it was 
apparently based on a UFO hovering over the midlands. 


Cake: 1985-98[edit] 


The Central cake logo. 


On 2 September 1985, a new presentation package was launched, which saw the moon 
redesigned into a three-dimensional shape. It was initially used solely for regional 
continuity purposes, but by 1986, it became an ident in its own right. It did not appear 
as a pre-programme front ident on network programming from Central, however, it 
having only been adopted for branding network programmes in April 1988, a few 
months after pre-programme ITV idents were dropped. The new logo was a circle in 
shape, but with a curved line running down the left hand side and five horizontal lines 
dividing the sphere up into twelve segments. The left six segments were coloured red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue and purple and the whole symbol was computer animated. 
The symbol, nicknamed "The Aspirin", or more popularly The Cake, would have a variety 
of form ups, mainly involved with bringing the segments together or applying the colour 
to the symbol. The soundtrack was the same composition, but played in a variety of 
different ways. On 25 April 1987 ,!etætenneeaed 3 New promotional package was introduced 
with a new slogan Let's Get Together. 


Central also adopted the ITV 1989 generic look as another ident to use alongside 

the Cake. The generic ident was used in its raw form, with altered music, and as part of 
another ident giving greater emphasis to the cake but was dropped a year later. 

£ Between 1985 and 1997, well over 10,000 different sequences were made by 
Central's Presentation team in Birmingham, including break bumpers, idents, "next" 
animations and trail designs, which give the channel a wider range of presentation than 
any other British television station. The last batch of Cake idents to be created was 
introduced on 6 January 1997, in which the cake became more abstract with both more 
advanced computer graphics used and more live action models & sequences (including 
a physical neon sign version). 


Central: 1998-99[edit] 


The cake lasted 13 years before being replaced on 20 April 1998, !«tstionneeded by adapting a 
version of the idents used by Carlton who had been using since 25 November 1996. This 
featured the name Central in the font Gill Sans in centre screen against a bright and 
colourful background. The idents featured a 2D animation of either the letters 
interacting in some way, a letter being replaced with another object, or the word being 
part of a larger scene, such as a cross word of place names in the region. The look was 
discontinued on 5 September 1999, suse 


Carlton: 1999-2002[edit] 
Main article: Carlton Television § 1999 
Central adopted the Carlton 'Star' branding on 6 September 1999, shortly before much 


of the network adopted the second generic look under the theme of 'Hearts'. The 
Carlton idents featured an opening film featuring a heart at the end, before a star 


shaped light came from the heart, engulfing the screen, and showing the endboard, 
which featured a background of spinning stars in different colours with the brand name 
centre screen above an ITV logo. The ident itself technically was praised, however the 
presentational package received complaints and criticisms due to the fact that the 
Central brand was replaced by the Car/ton brand. These idents only featured the Carlton 
name on screen but the announcements that featured with idents used the name 
"Carlton for the Central Region" and separate continuity was retained.“ 


ITV CentralfLedit] 


1AA Central 


ITV Central logo used from 2006 to 2013. 


On 11 August 2001, the ITV1 brand was formed in which replaced the 'ITV' on the 
Carlton idents. As the ITV1 idents began to be used on their own more and more, and 
Carlton and Granada owned all the franchises in England and Wales, Carlton and 
Granada decided to axe regional branding, and replace it with a full-time ITV1 identity. 
Before regional programmes, the logo 'ITV1 Carlton’ was used, until late 2003, when 
they were known as 'ITV1 for Central England’. The regional idents were gradually 
phased out, and by 2006, on most days, the only regional branding was for the regional 
news. In November 2006, the Central name was retired, when regional idents were 
axed. It would then be known as just ITV1 at all times. 


The Carlton brand continued to be seen on production captions until February 2004, 
when the caption A Carlton Production or A Carlton Production for Central England being 
used. This was replaced, following the merger of Granada plc and Carlton 
Communications to form ITV plc, with an ITV regional logo featuring the 

word Central below the ITV logo. Today, the majority of productions have been moved 
away from the Midlands region, and any productions are accredited to ITV Studios.“ On 
14 January 2013, the station's on-air identity reverted to ITV, along with all other ITV 
plc-owned franchises. 


Programmes[edit] 


Taking over from ATV as one of the 'Big Five’ of ITV companies, Central performed 
strongly on networked output, carrying on several ATV shows, most notably the soap- 
opera Crossroads and game shows including Bullseye and Family Fortunes. Original 
programming included comedy series such as Auf Wiedersehen, Pet (more recently 
revived by the BBC) and the multi award-winning Spitting Image," drama 

series Boon and game shows such as The Price is Right and Blockbusters. 


Perhaps the station's most successful drama title was its adaptations of the /nspector 
Morse novels, produced by its subsidiary Zenith Productions. Central also produced the 
critically acclaimed film Walter - starring lan McKellen - for Channel 4's first night of 
transmission. Less successful was one of Central's first networked contributions - 

the Tiswas spin-off O.7.7., which drew high viewing figures but also heavy criticism for 
its racy adult content. It was axed after one series and replaced by a low-budget sequel 
entitled Saturday Stayback. The company also attracted ire with the 1987 

sitcom Hardwicke House (starring Roy Kinnear) about an anarchic comprehensive 
school. The first two episodes received so much public condemnation that the 
remainder were never transmitted. 


Central also formed numerous international partnerships to produce major drama and 
documentary series - including Legacy of Civilization with Maryland Public 

Television, Nuclear Age with WGBH-TV (another key PBS affiliate) and NHK"*! and Edens 
Lost (1989) with ABC. 


In the field of news and current affairs, Central had enhanced and bettered on ATV's 
reputation as a regional news provider by becoming the first British television station to 
offer three distinct services for different parts of the transmission area. It was also a 
major contributor to current affairs locally and nationally - from its documentary output 
such as Viewpoint, 30 Minutes and England Their England to more populist series, 
including The Cook Report and the long-running debate show Central Weekend, which 
ran for 15 years in the Midlands on Friday nights. The programme was also the first on 
British television to examine seriously the AIDS virus, leading to a drama series on the 
topic, called /ntimate Contact. Central also first reported on the Ethiopian famine in 
July 1984 with the documentary Seeds of Despair. In the same year, the company 
completed production on one of its more controversial programmes Question of 
Leadership, a four-part series directed by Ken Loach about trade unions’ responses to 
government actions. The IBA was concerned it breached balance guidelines, while the 
unions criticised it as defamatory. Even after several re-edits, the series was never 
transmitted, which was described as political censorship, 22221 


Central also played a major role in the ITV network's infrastructure - not only producing 
children's and schools programming, but also providing scheduling and presentation 
services with its dedicated Children's ITV and ITV Schools’ strands - the latter moving to 
Channel 4 in 1987. 


With the creation of a dedicated ITV Sport network unit, Central also played a significant 
part in networked sports output under the leadership of Gary Newbon. The station 
produced nearly all of ITV's football coverage for over a decade - including the FA. 

Cup, UEFA Champions' League, the FIFA World Cup, the UEFA European 

Championship and Premier League highlights, as well as extensive live regional 
coverage of Football League matches involving Midlands clubs in The Central Match. 
The station also played its part in coverage of key European athletics meetings and 
world championship boxing with The Big Fight Live as a long-standing Saturday night 
fixture. In 2004, the department was moved to London and merged with the London 
News Network's operations to form ITV Sport Productions. 


Children's[edit] 


e Astro Farm (1992-96, co-produced e The Pondles (1986-87) 
with FilmFair/David Yates) e Potamus Park (1996-97, co-produced 
e Bangers and Mash (1989) with Zoo Gang Productions) 
e Bernard's Watch (1997-2005) e Press Gang (1989-93) 
e Billthe Minder (1984) e Professor Lobster (1987) 
e The Blunders (1986-87) e The Ratties (1987-88) 


e Dramarama (1983-89, Contributions) ¢ Rocky and the Dodos (1998-99) 
e The Dreamstone (1990-95, co-producede Rosie and Jim (1990-2000, co-produced 


with Filmfair) with Ragdoll Productions) 
e Emu's World (1982-84) e The Saturday Show (1982-84) 
e = Emu's All Live Pink Windmill e The Saturday Starship (1984) 
Show (1984-86) e Scratchy & Co. (1995-98, co-produced 
e Emu's Wide World (1987-88) with Mentorn) 
e EMU-TV (1989) e Stanley's Dragon (1994) 


e Eye TV(1995-2000) e Starting Out (1973-92) 


From the Top (1985-86) ° 
The Gingerbread Man (1992, co- ° 
produced with FilmFair/David Yates) 
Grotbags (1991-93) 

Harry's Mad (1993-96) ° 
Huxley Pig (1989, co-produced 

with FilmFair) 

The Legends of Treasure Island (1993- 
95, co-produced with FilmFair) ° 
Let's Pretend! (1982-88) : 
The Little Green Man (1985, co- 


produced with Pentagon Motion ° 
Pictures) ° 
Luna ° 
Molly's Gang (1994, co-produced with œ 
Martins Gates) 

The Moomins (1983-85, co-produced ° 
with Filmfair) e 
Murphy's Mob (1982-85) e 
Nellie the Elephant (1990, co-produced e 


with FilmFair) 

Orm and Cheep (1983-85) 

Out of Sight (1996-98) 

Paddington Bear (1989-90, co-produced 
with Hanna-Barbera) 

Palace Hill (1988-91) 

Playbox (1987-92, co-produced with 
Ragdoll Productions) 


Dramal[edit] 

e A Kind of Alaska (1984) ° 
e Annika (1984) ° 
e Auf Wiedersehen, Pet (1983-86, co- ° 


produced with Witzend) e 
The Blackheath Poisonings (1992) e 
Boon (1986-92; 1995) . 
The Bretts (1987-89) e 
Cadfael (1994-98) e 
Chancer (1990-91) 

Coming of Age (1986) 

Connie (1985) 

Crossroads (1964-88 & 2001-03) 
Dangerous Lady (1995) 
Drumbeat (1999) 

Edens Lost (1989) 

Faith (1994) 

Family Pride (1991-92) 

The Free Frenchman (1989) 

The Grasscutter (1989) ° 


Star Fleet (1982) 

Tales from Fat Tulip's Garden (1985-87) 
Tales from the Poop Deck (1992, co- 
produced with Talkback Productions) 
Thomas the Tank Engine and 

Friends (1984-1986, co-produced with 
Clearwater Features and Britt Allcroft 
Ltd) 

Tiswas (1982) 

Tots TV (1993-98, co-produced with 
Ragdoll Productions) 

Wail of the Banshee (1992) 
What-a-Mess! (1990) 

What's Happening? (1982-85) 
Windfalls (1989, co-produced 

with FilmFair) 

The Winjin Pom (1991) 

Wolves, Witches and Giants (1995-98) 
Woof! (1989-97) 

Your Mother Wouldn't Like It (1985-88) 


The Last Place on Earth (1985) 
Minder (1993-94) 

Muck and Brass (1982) 

Peak Practice (1993-2002) 

Picking Up the Pieces (1998) “4 

On the Line (1982) 

The One Game (1988) 

The Other Side of Paradise (1992, co- 
produced with Grundy) 

Sapphire & Steel (1979-82 also 
produced by ATV) 

Saracen (1989) 

Seekers (1993) 

Sharpe (1993-97) 

Soldier Soldier (1991-97) 

Stanley and the Women (1991) 
Tanamera - Lion of Singapore (1989, co- 
produced with Grundy) 

Tales of Sherwood Forest (1989) 


The Guilty (1992) 

Hard Cases (1988-89) 

Heart of the High Country (1985) 
Home Front (1983) = 

Inspector Morse (1987-2000, co- 
produced with Zenith) 

Intimate Contact (1987) 

The Jump (1998) 

Kavanagh QC (1995-2001) 
Kennedy (1983) 


Comedyledit] 


A Kind of Living (1988-90) 2 

About Face (1989-91) 

All Cricket and Wellies (1986) 3 

All In the Game (1993) @! 

And There's More (1985-88) 
Astronauts (1980-83, also produced by 
ATV) 

Barbara (1999-2003) 

Bushell on the Box (1996) 

The Cabbage Patch (1983) 

Cool Head (1991) 

Comedy Firsts (1995) 

Constant Hot Water (1986) 

Cue Gary (1987) 

Cuffy (1983) 

Des O'Connor Tonight (1993-99) 
Dead Ernest (1982) 

Eh Brian! It's a Whopper (1984) "1 
Father Charlie (1982) 

Freddie Starr (1993-98) 

Gas Street (1988) 

Girls on Top (1985-86) 

Gone to the Dogs/Gone to Seed (1991- 
92) 

Good Night And God Bless (1983) 
Hardwicke House (1987) 

I Thought You'd Gone (1984) 

The Joe Longthorne Show (1988-91) 
Just a Gigolo (1993) 

Les Girls (1988) 

Married for Life (1996) 

Mike Reids, Mates and Music (1984) 


Tales out of School (1983) 2 

TECX (1990) = 

Thief Takers (1995-97) 

The Shell Seekers (1989) & 

The Waiting Time (1999) 

The Country Diary of an Edwardian 
Lady (1984) 8 

The Widowmaker (1990) 

The Woman in Black (1989) 

When the Whales Came (1989, co- 
produced with Golden Swan) 
Unnatural Causes (1986) 


Yestersday's Dreams (1987) 


Mr. Bean (1993-95) 

Mog (1985-86) 

New Faces (1986-88) 

The Nineteenth Hole (1989) 

Old Boy Network (1992) 

The Other ‘Arf (1982-84, also produced 
by ATV) 

Outside Edge (1994-96) 

O.T.T. (1982) 

Paul Merton in Galton and 
Simpson's... (1996-97) 

Paul Squire, Esq/PS It's Paul 

Squire (1983) 

Pull the Other One (1984) 

Roll Over Beethoven (1985) 

Saturday Stayback (1983) 

Saturday Royal (1983) 

Spitting Image (1984-96) 

Starburst (1980-83, also produced by 
ATV) 

Shine on Harvey Moon (1982-85, co- 
produced with Witzend) 

Tom Jones: The Right Time (1992) 
Troubles and Strife (1985-86) 84 
Valentine Park (1987-88) 

Very Big Very Soon (1991) 

The Upper Hand (1990-1996) 

Young at Heart (1982 also produced by 
ATV) 

Young, Gifted and Broke (1989) 
Wayne Dobson- A Kind of Magic (1990- 
Q2 ) isl 


Documentaries and features[edit] 


24 Hours (1996-99) s% 

30 Minutes (1999-2004) 

The Album Show (1993-94)#4 
Ancient Lives (1984, for Channel 4) = 
Apollo 13 to the Edge and the 

Back (1993, co-production with WGBH- 
TV) 22 

Asian Eye (1993-2001) 

Burp! Pepsi v. Coke in the Ice-Cold 
War (1984) 

Central Lobby (1983-2006) (2015-)2 
Central News (1982-) 

Central Sport 

Central Week (1986) 

Central Weekend (1986-2001) 

The Cook Report (1987-99) 

Chicken Ranch (1982) ™ 

Death of a Nation: The Timor 
Conspiracy (1994) 

Eastern Mix (1996-2001) 
Encounter (1983-93) 

Eco (1984-87) 

England Their England (1978-88) 
Find a Family (1989-91) 

First Cut (1994-2004) © 

Gardening Time (1983-95) 

Getting On (1982-87) 

God, the Universe and Everything 
Else (1988) 

Heart of the Country (1989-2006)! 
Here and Now (1986-89) 

Home Town (1988-90)#1 

It's Your Shout (1994-2003) 


Game showS[edit] 


$64,000 Question (1990-93) 
Anything for Money (1991-92, for Sky 1) 


Blockbusters (1983-93; 1994-95 for Sky 1) 


Bob's Your Uncle (1991-92) 
Body Heat (1994-96) 


Bullseye (1981-95, first series produced by ATV) 
Celebrity Squares (1975-79, produced by ATV, 


1993-97, co-produced with Grundy) 


Dale's Supermarket Sweep (1993-2001, co- 
produced with Talbot Television, Fremantle 


Productions (UK)) 


Jesus 2000 (2000)22 

Legacy of Civilization (1989) 

Link (1982-99) z% 

Look Good, Feel Great (1987)=2 
Loved Ones (1994)2°31 

Network First (1994-97, Contributions) 
Not Fade Away (1996-98) 

N'Division (1982) 

The Nuclear Age (1988) 

On the Ball (1998-2004)2™! 

Our House (1996-2004) =% 

Premiere (1996-98) 

The Price of Progress (1987) 

Pulling Power (1997-2005) 

Respect (1995) 

Seeds of Despair (1984) 

Seeds of Hope (1985-86) 

Sob Siters (1989)22 

Sky High (2001-07)2™ 

Travel Trails (1993-1995) 

The Night the Bombs went off (1999) 1% 
The Struggle for Democracy (1990, co- 
production with Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation)#2 

The Tuesday Special (1991-97) 

The Other Americas (1992, co- 
production with WGBH-TV) =# 
Viewpoint (1986-93) 

Vietnam (1983, co-production 

with WGBH-TV)#21 

Workout (1986)!231 

Xpress (1995) 


e Family Fortunes (1980-85; 
1987-2002, first produced by 
ATV) 

e The Golden Shot (1967-75, 
produced by ATV) 

e Home Run (1990s) 

Lingo (1987-88) 
Mida's Touch (1995-96, co- 
produced with Grundy) 

e The Price is Right (1984-88, 
Sky 1 version 1989) 

e Sporting Triangles (1987-90) 

e Steal (1990) 


e Swot or Wot? (1994-95) 
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This is a timeline of the history of Central Independent Television. 


1980s[edit] 
e 1980 
o 28 December - The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces the new 


contractors to commence on 1 January 1982. Midlands licensee ATV is allowed to 
retain its licence on the condition that 49% of the company is owned locally. 

| Another condition is that the company is renamed to demonstrate that it is 
effectively a new business. 


e 1981 


(0) 


Central Independent Television is the name chosen for the new dual- 
region Midlands franchise. 


e 1982 


(0) 


1 January - At 9:25 am, Central Independent Television goes on air for the first 
time. 


e 1983 


(0) 


(0) 


(0) 


1 February - ITV's breakfast television service TV-am launches. Consequently, 
Central's broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 

7 May - ACC sells its stake in Central and Sears Holdings purchases a 20% 
stake while Ladbrokes and DC Thomson also increase their stakes to 20% each, 
and Pergamon takes its ownership to 12.5%, with 27.5% being held by single 
stakeholders. 

July - Central uses ATV's studio complex at Elstree for the final time. It does so in 
order to comply with a condition of the licence renewal which requires the 
company to stop using any London-centric facilities. 

September - 


= Central's Nottingham studios begin operating! and they are officially opened 
by the Duke of Edinburgh on 2 February 1984.4 

= Central finally launches its East Midlands service. An industrial dispute was 
the reason why the new service had been delayed by more than 18 months. 


1984 
o The Elstree Studios are sold to the BBC. 


1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 


o 2 September - A new presentation package is launched. The sphere is replaced 
by a ‘cake’. 


1986 

o 2 April - The first in-vision teletext service is seen on ITV when Central launches 
its /obfinder service which broadcasts for one hour after the end of the day's 
programming. Many other regions launch their own /obfinder service later in the 
1980s. 


1987 
o 6 January - 
= Central acquires the European division of the American production 
company Filmfair for £1.5million.~ Filmfair goes on to produce several of the 
station's networked children's series before being sold onto the Storm Group 
(Caspian) in 1991,8% 

= Inspector Morse, based on the books by Colin Dexter debuts, with John 
Thaw in the title role. 

o 16 March - Carlton Communications acquires 20 per cent of Central from 
Ladbrokes for £30 million.“ 

o 25 April - Central becomes the first station to keep its transmitters on air all 
night when it launches More Central. Programmes are shown into the early hours 
with the rest of the night filled by its /obfinder service, which airs from 
closedown until the start of TV-am.24 

o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 


1988 

o 13 February - Central launches a full 24-hour service.22 

o 4 April - After nearly 24 years on air, the final edition of Crossroads is broadcast. 
Central had taken over production of the programme from ATV. 


1989 

o 9 January - Central launches a third sub-region - Central South. It 
covers Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and parts 
of Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire and Wiltshire. These areas were 
previously served by the Central West sub-region.22 

o 1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. Central adopts 
its version of the ident.24 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o 4 March - Central forms a partnership with The Observer newspaper to create 
Central Observer, making environmental themed films for British Satellite 
Broadcasting and terrestrial channels, with funding from the charity Television 
Trust for the Environment.22 


e 1991 
o 16 October - The Independent Television Commission announces the results of 
the franchise round. Central is unopposed for the Midlands licence and retains it 
with a token bid of only £2,000 per year, plus 11% of their annual advertising 
revenue. 
o November - Having previously rented its studio complex, Central now owns its 
studios. 


e 1992 
o No events. 


e 1993 
o 19 May - After ten years and ten series, the final edition of Blockbusters is 
produced for ITV. However, Central produces one further series for the satellite 
channel Sky One. 


e 1994 
o January - Carlton Communications takes full ownership of Central. nus 


e 1995 
o February - Central ends its own night-time programming and carries the London 
overnight service although opt-outs for jobfinder and other regional 
programming continues. 


e 1996 
o No events. 


e 1997 
o June - Central opens the new smaller studios. 


e 1998 
o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


e 1999 
o 6 September - Carlton Television drops the Central Independent Television name 
from their on-air presentation, instead branding the region as Carlton Central." 
o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 


o No events. 


e 2001 
o No events. 


e 2002 
o 28 October - Central's on-air regional identity is dropped, apart from when 
introducing regional programmes. 


e 2003 
o All remaining overnight regional programming, including /obfinder, ends. 


e 2004 
o January - The final two remaining English ITV companies, Carlton and Granada, 
merge to create ITV plc. 


e 2005 


o 5 February - Following the closure of the Carlton Studios in Nottingham, 
production of Central News East moves to the Birmingham studios. 2% 


e 2006 
o 24 july - Central News at Six is renamed Central Tonight. 
o November - The Carlton branding, seen before some regional programming, is 
discontinued. 


e 2007 
o No events. 


e 2008 
o No events. 


e 2009 
o February - ITV makes major cutbacks to its regional broadcasts in England. 
Central's separate sub-regional news programmes are merged into a pan- 
regional programme although more localised news continues to be broadcast as 
a brief opt-out during the early evening programme, and with the exception of a 
monthly political programme, all non-news regional programming ends. 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 
o No events. 


e 2011 
o 28 September - Digital switchover is completed in the Midlands. 


e 2012 
o No events. 


e 2013 


(0) 


14 January - ITV's Midlands news service is relaunched and rebranded as /TV 
News Central. 2» 

16 September - Sub-regional news coverage is re-introduced and the weekday 
daytime, late evening and weekend bulletins as well as 20 minutes of the 6pm 
programme are once again more localised. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 


e History of ITV television idents 
e Timeline of ITV 


e Timeline of ATV 
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Gas Street Studios 


Gas Street Studios as it appears today (with 2006 ITV 


Central logo). 


Location within West Midlands county 


Former Carlton West Television Centre 


names 


Alternative The Birmingham Studios 


names 

General information 
Type Television studios 
Location Birmingham, United Kingdom 
Address ITV Central 


Central Court 


Gas Street 
Birmingham 


B1 2JT™ 


Country United Kingdom 


Coordinates “52.476765°N 


1.910269°WCoordinates: ‘#52.476765°N 
1.910269°W 


Current ITV Central 


tenants 


Construction 1994 


started 

Completed June 1997 
Client ITV Central 
Landlord Cube Real Estate 


Gas Street Studios is a studio complex operated by ITV plc in Birmingham, England. 
The complex is currently only used by ITV Central for the broadcast of ITV News 

Central and much of the complex has been sold off for other uses. The complex had also 
previously been used for other broadcasts including the former home of CITV. Today 
only 45 ITV Central staff work at the Gas Street Studios, significantly less than in June 
1997 when the studios opened and there were over 200 staff working at ITV Central 
studios. 


History[edit] 


In 1994, Central's new owners Carlton Communications acquired land on Gas Street, 
Birmingham, to begin work on building a new digital studio complex, with the intention 
of replacing Central's Broad Street studios. The new centre was completed in 1997, 
when Central West's regional news department moved from its Broad Street base. A 
tribute to the Broad Street studios was broadcast on Central News West. 


Branding[edit] 


The building was originally designed to have the "Central Cake" logo on the outside, 
however the first branding used was the later Carlton-style logo which had replaced it in 
1998. This was itself replaced with the Carlton name from 1999 until 2004. When 


Carlton merged with Granada, it featured ITV Central branding which was updated in 
2006 when the new ITV logo came into use. 


Uses[edit] 
Former uses[edit] 


The complex was used for the in-vision continuity links for CITV until this was moved 

to Granada Studios in Manchester in September 2004. From its opening until 2005 it 
was where ITV Central continuity was handled - the last to stop being produced locally 
after ITV switched to national continuity in 2002, which was broadcast from London. 
Central's transmission was also handled here until October 2004, when ITV plc closed 
the department and moved transmission to the Northern Transmission Centre in Leeds. 


All networked programming for the ITV network from Gas Street ceased in 2005 leaving 
only the Central Tonight production from the studios." Central News East was moved to 
the studios on 5 February 2005 following the closure of Carlton Studios in Nottingham. 
The East Midlands version of Central News was then presented from Studio E at Gas 
street until 23 February 2009 when both regions started using the same studio. 


Current uses[edit] 


The only programme currently broadcast from the studios is ITV Central news 
programme /TV News Central. 


The national ITV plc feedback service (ITV Viewer Services) is also based at the 
complex. 


Non-broadcast uses[edit] 


ITV have since also sold the Gas Street office building to Cube Real Estate, a 
commercial property developer, which has refurbished the interior of the building. While 
Central maintains office space and a single ground floor studio, the other studio and 
floors are available to rent as office space. The property is marketed as 22 Gas Street.“ 
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King's Meadow Campus 


Wikimedia | © OpenStreetMap 


Former names Lenton Lane Studios, 
East Midlands Television Centre, 


Carlton Studios 


General information 


Address Lenton Lane, Nottingham, 
NG7 2NR 

Country England 

Construction 1981 

started 

Completed September 1983 

Inaugurated March 1984 

Renovated 2005 

|Owner University of Nottingham 


King's Meadow Campus is a university campus, that is part of the University of 
Nottingham, and is located in Nottingham. From 1983 until 2005, the complex was an 
ITV studio complex called East Midlands Television Centre and later Carlton 
Studios. 


History[edit] 


As part of the agreement of the 1982 franchise being awarded to the 

broadcaster, Associated Television (ATV) agreed to restructure itself as Central 
Independent Television and provide separate television studios and news programme 
for the East Midlands region, a 17-acre site was bought in March 1981." While the 
complex was under construction, a temporary studio was used in Giltbrook although this 
was never used because of industrial action at the time. The cost of the build (called the 
East Midland Television Centre) was £21 million. The foundation stone was laid by Lord 
Thomson, the chair of the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA), on 23 February 
1982. 


Central Independent Television began operation in the complex in September 1983, 

21 but was officially opened by the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Philip in March 1984. It 
was designed to be spacious and provide the facility to extend if so required - and also 
provide adequate floor-space for the major production work that was once carried out 
at Elstree Centre, as well as provide additional small presentation studios, plus a new 
permanent base for Central News East. 


Originally there were three studios. The first one to be completed was first used on 4 
November 1983. The other two were completed by 1 January 1984, just over two 
months before the official opening by Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh on 2 March 1984. 
Although the site covered 17 acres, the actual studio buildings only covered five acres. 
At its peak, the studio employed 600 staff. 


It was decided to maintain continuity with its operations in Birmingham, (Studio 1-4 
were in Broad Street) which resulted in the Nottingham Studios being numbered 5-10. 


e Studio Five, used for local news bulletins (not the main programme) and in-vision 
continuity when that still existed; 

e Studio Six was a medium-sized studio with an audience capacity of 100. 

e Studio Seven and Eight were the two biggest studios, used for game shows, dramas 
etc. They each had an audience capacity of 500. These two studios covered 10,000 
square feet each. 

e Studio Nine, was used for Central News 

e Studio Ten (added in the 1990s) 


Studios Seven and Eight were used for programmes such as Family Fortunes, The Price 
Is Right, Blockbusters and Shine on Harvey Moon. Family Fortunes was the first 
programme to be made there, on 4 November 1983. 


The studio complex was also equipped with a music recording studio, a small continuity 
announcement studio, four electronic-news-gathering suites. A post-production area 
that was the first in the country to contain computer-based video editing suites. A sound 
department with 24-track recording and multiple cartridge machine. In 1994, Central 
Independent Television, along with the studios were taken over by Carlton Television. 


From 1996, a section of the prop store was converted to make way for the programme 
library, which had recently moved from over from Birmingham. This area eventually 
took up a total of three floors - one section dedicated to News material and the two 
remaining spaces allocated to network programme material. 


By 2000, yet more alterations at the Studios were made to accommodate what was to 
be the final ITV major production from the studios: the revived version of Crossroads, 
which went on air in March 2001 and ran until May 2003. The show used the exterior of 
the Carlton Studios, by having a purpose-built canopy constructed, a pond and also 
extra landscaping which doubled as motel exteriors. Inside, the music studio was the 
first to go, along with a small portion of the props store - that in the end was converted 
into extra studio space for additional bedrooms and suites for the show. 


By 2003, all production work at the studios was dwindling as ITV was undergoing major 
changes. Some floor space was hired out to the BBC on odd occasions. But ITV had 
decided to wind down operations and sell the complex, which created controversy 
amongst the 200 strong workforce at the studio, the Journalists Union the NUJ, and 27 
local MPs who signed a petition to keep the studios open. 


The idea was to relocate the Central News - East operation to a new purpose-built office 
and studio in Chilwell, on the outskirts of Nottingham. This new office opened in 
February 2005 - named Terry Lloyd House after the ATV/Central/ITN Reporter who was 
killed while covering events in Iraq in 2003. This is only a regional office and Central 
News - East is broadcast from Birmingham. 


In February 2004, ITV plc announced plans to close and sell the Lenton Lane production 
centre in Nottingham with over 350 jobs being axed in the process. Following the 
closure of the studios, a new news-gathering centre was established in the city, but 
production and transmission of Central News East moved to the Birmingham studio in 
spring 2005. It still maintains one studio (Studio 7), and this is rented out to television 
and film companies, generating income for the University. 


Production and broadcasting of the East Midlands edition of Central News was moved 
to Gas Street Studios in Birmingham. 


The complex was renamed "King's Meadow Campus" in 2005, and now houses the 
University of Nottingham's Manuscripts and Special Collections, in which the University 
has been collecting since the early 1930s. The original staff canteen and most of the 
floor-space in the studios has been converted to office and lecture space. In 2007, the 
campus opened a fitness centre called "King's Meadow Campus Fitness Centre". 


In June 2018 Heart Church began using Studio 7 for their Sunday services. 


Programming[edit] 


List of programmes that were produced at the Lenton Lane Studios. 


Programme chan amg Years Not 
nel io es 
: 1987- 
Family Fortunes ITV 7 2002 
Dale's Supermarket ITV 7 1993- 


Sweep = 2001 


Programme 


Bullseye 


The Price Is Right 


Celebrity Squares 


The Upper Hand 


Married for Life 


Catchphras 
Blockbusters 
Midas Touch 


The Freddie Starr 
Show 


Crazy Cottage 


Mad for It 


Programme 


Kiss Me Kate 
E 


It's Not The Answer 


Body Heat ITV 
Pot of Gold ITV 
7 


Doctors and Nurses 


Beat The Nation ae 
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ITV Anglia 


ANGLIA 
Type Region of television network 
Branding ITV 
Country England 
First 27 October 1959 (60 years ago) 


air date 


TV 
transmitte 


rs 


Sudbury, Tacolneston, Sandy Heath 


(formerly Mendlesham, Belmont) 


Headquart Norwich 
ers 
Broadcast East Anglia 
area 
Owner ITV plc 
Dissolved lost on-air identity on 
27 October 2002 (now known as ITV at 
all times) 
Former Anglia Television (1959-2004) 
names 
Picture 1080i HDTV, downscaled 
format , 
to 16:9 576i for SDTV 
Affiliation ITV 
Official www.itv.com/anglia 
website 
Language English 
Subsidiary Anglia Television Entertainment 


ITV Anglia, previously known as Anglia Television or Anglia, is the ITV franchise 
holder for the East of England. The station is based at Anglia House in Norwich, with 
regional news bureaux in Cambridge and Northampton. ITV Anglia is owned and 
operated by ITV plc under the licence name of ITV Broadcasting Limited." 


ITV Anglia broadcasts 

to Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire, 

northern Hertfordshire, northern Buckinghamshire, southern Lincolnshire, 

southern Rutland and a small part of southern Leicestershire. Its principal programme 


nowadays is ITV News Anglia which is split into two regional editions, both airing at 69m 
on weekdays. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Timeline of Anglia Television 


Anglia Television launched on 27 October 1959 as an independent company serving the 
East of England, the eleventh ITA station to go on air. At launch, Anglia broadcast from 
the Mendlesham Transmitter. It was soon joined by Sandy Heath and then Belmont. 
Under the chairmanship of Aubrey Buxton the station soon established a reputation for 
producing excellent drama, through a deal with then-ITV London station Associated 
Rediffusion. Anglia also established the long-running nature documentary 

series Survival. During the early 1960s, Anglia looked toward the unserved portion of 
south-east England, which was to be served by a transmitter at Dover, as a logical 
extension to its eastern bailiwick - however, the ITA decided to hand this part of the 
country to Southern Television instead. 


In 1973, the IBA planned to transfer the Belmont transmitter which served Lincolnshire, 
north Norfolk and parts of the East Midlands, away from Anglia to Yorkshire Television. 
The public protested against such a move, especially in parts of North Norfolk.2 Anglia 
decided not to publicly fight the IBA plans, after a board member had agreed to produce 
a film for the IBA explaining why Anglia should be allowed to keep hold of the Belmont 
transmitter. On 1 January 1974, the transmitter was transferred; due to this change, 
Anglia's profits were cut in half - from £2.2 million down to £1.29 million.® However, by 
1976 Anglia had managed to improve its operations, posting results of £1.47 million. 
Anglia described the improvement as "satisfactory", and its prospects were considered 
encouraging. 


In 1975, the technicians’ union (ACTT) criticized Anglia over the amount of regional 
programming being produced at the station, stating it had been dramatically decreasing 
since 1970 to just five hours per week. The concerns were raised to the IBA, who they 
believed would be able to construe the rapid decline in programming as the failure of 
Anglia to not fully commit to its obligations for the franchise area.“ During December 
1976, Anglia dropped the Thames children's series Pauline's Quirkes as it believed it 
was not achieving the best level of entertainment for its younger viewers, and denied 
the move was due to the high amount of criticisms over the content of the series. 
Thames said it was "surprised" at the decision, as the programme had rated well. 


In the Autumn of 1977, a commercial Dutch Television company was recording Anglia 
television signals and transmitting its English programmes, including Coronation 

Street and Survival, to its viewers in Amsterdam. The Dutch government did not believe 
it was a violation of Dutch copyright law - EBU legal advisers held discussions about to 
how resolve the matter.™ In 1979, a survey carried out by the IBA highlighted Anglia 
was one of the best known ITV companies - Anglia claimed it was a testament and a 
strength of its commitment to strong local and national identity. 


1980s[edit] 


In 1980, Anglia successfully retained the franchise after defeating a challenge from East 
of England TV, who wished to operate from Cambridge." In addition, the IBA bowed to 
public pressure from 70,000 viewers around northern parts of Norfolk who were served 
by Yorkshire Television via the Belmont Transmitter; many of the viewers had gone to 


"considerable trouble and expense" to receive Anglia Television. Three new low 
powered relay stations were built, allowing easier access to Anglia transmissions.2# 


1990s to present[edit] 


On 9 July 1990, About Anglia was replaced by a new dual news service, with both 
editions of Anglia News broadcast from Norwich (long before this became standard 
practice in other ITV regions). Journalists were also based at seven regional newsrooms 
and a Westminster bureau.22 Anglia began providing separate news services for the 
East and West of the Anglia region.22241 The two services were replaced with a single 
pan-regional service in February 2009 as part of major cutbacks to ITV's regional news 
output, but have latterly been restored as /TV News Anglia. 


In 1993, Anglia forged a partnership with American pay-TV network HBO, owned 

by Time Warner. Under this arrangement, Anglia acquired half-ownership in Citadel, an 
HBO production subsidiary; Time Warner subsequently acquired 50 percent of Itel, 
Anglia's distribution unit. In addition, a new company was formed: Anglia Television 
Entertainment, 51% owned by Anglia and 49% owned by HBO.“ In 1993, the station 
took over the cartoon studio Cosgrove Hall, when it was sold off by its original 

owners, Thames Television, though it remained based in Manchester. 


In early 1994, Anglia Television was bought by MAI (owners of Meridian Broadcasting), 
ua who merged with United Newspapers to form United News and Media. They were 
joined by HTV in 1996. In 2000, following United's aborted merger attempt with Carlton 
Communications, Granada plc bought the TV assets of United (but sold the broadcasting 
arm of HTV). In 2004, Granada finally merged with Carlton to form ITV plc, which ended 
Anglia Television's existence as a separate brand. During its period of UBM ownership, a 
‘youth' channel was launched to cable and satellite from Anglia Television's 

facilities, Rapture TV; some productions for the ITV network were also shared with 
Rapture, which was retained by UBM after the sale to Granada, but later closed down 
and its assets sold. Many early programmes for the newly launched Channel 5 were 
made at Anglia Television, as UBM also owned a stake in the channel (later sold to RTL 
Group). 


Anglia Television no longer makes a significant content contribution to ITV nationally 
(the last major programme being Trisha, before it moved to Channel 5) and the semi- 
independent Anglia Factual brand, which supplied content for Discovery Channel in the 
USA, Channel 4 and Channel 5 in the UK and other broadcasters worldwide, was closed 
in January 2012 with any returning series re-allocated to either the London or 
Manchester factual departments.“4 Notable series included Animal Precinct and Animal 
Cops for Animal Planet, Monkey Kingdom for Channel 5 and Real Crime and Survival 
with Ray Mears for ITV (credited as ITV Studios). Commercial Breaks, the now-defunct 
commercial production agency owned by ITV's sales division, was also based in 
Norwich. 


In 2006, ITV plc swapped subsidiaries, which involved renaming Anglia Television 

Ltd as ITV Broadcasting Limited and vice versa. However, due to Ofcom licensing 
regulation, the new Anglia Television Limited could not take up the franchise, which 
means that the East Anglia franchise was effectively transferred to /TV Broadcasting 
Limited. All other franchises then owned by ITV plc were transferred to ITV Broadcasting 
Limited in December 2008. Thus, technically the former Anglia Television Limited (as 
ITV Broadcasting Limited) now holds all eleven regional ITV licences in England, Wales 
and southern Scotland; the other three ITV plc-owned licensees, Channel Television 
Limited, ITV Breakfast Broadcasting Limited and UTV Limited, were acquired after 2008. 


Currently Anglia Television Ltd is listed on www.companieshouse.gov.uk as a private 
owned company. 


Studios[edit] 


Anglia House, Anglia Television's headquarters on Agricultural Hall Plain in Norwich 


Throughout Anglia's existence, the company has retained its headquarters at the 
historic Anglia House building in Norwich,2# which contains four studios and offices for 
the company. As Anglia's production grew the company also expanded, buying a former 
bowling alley in Magdalen Street in the late 1970s and creating a further studio, 
referred to as ‘Studio E'.22 While larger productions moved here, as did the news service 
in 1999, some smaller productions (such as regional programmes) continued at Anglia 
House. 


In recent years though, and especially since the formation of ITV plc, the need for studio 
space has become unnecessary. In 2006, Anglia sold its Magdalen Street studio 
complex (which included its newsroom and twin news studios) to Norfolk County 
Council, which, with the help of the East of England Development Agency, created EPIC 
- the East of England Production Innovation Centre. Intended as an "incubator" for small 
creative and media enterprises, Studio E (formerly home to Trisha) is now available for 
hire as an independent facility. One of the first tenants of EPIC was Televirtual, a 
company formed out of Broadsword Productions which made Anglia's popular children's 
show Knightmare. A major education partner at EPIC is the Norwich School of Art and 
Design, which has based its Foundation Degree in Film and Video at the centre since 
September 2007.22 As a consequence of the sale, Anglia News moved back to a new 
state-of-the-art facility at Anglia House. The studios was also the home of ITV’s WOS 
Wrestling 


Identity[edit] _ 


The Anglia knight, used from 1959 to 1988. 


Anglia's original ident was a silver statue of a knight on horseback.” At the end, the 
camera zoomed in on the pennon atop the knight's lance, which showed the station's 
name. An arrangement by Malcolm Sargent, of Handel's Water Music was played over 
the film.24 The Anglia knight logo became so closely identified with the station that 
when Anglia produced a book to mark its fortieth anniversary in 1999, it was entitled A 
Knight On The Box. Before the ident, the channel's start-up music was Ralph Vaughan 
Williams' Sea Songs, which was used from 1959 until the early 1980s.24 With the 
introduction of colour television on ITV in November 1969 (although not in the Anglia 
region until October 1970), the ident was remade with constant lighting, and the knight 
constantly rotating on a turntable - a longer version of the ident was used at the start of 
the day's transmission until the mid 1980s.24 


On Monday 21 March 1988, the knight was replaced by a new identity a quasi-heraldic 
stylised 'A' made of triangles, designed by Robinson Lambie-Nairn at a cost of 
£500,000.42 The ident was accompanied by a deep sombre jingle composed by Nic 
Rowley! and remained in use until 8 November 1999, when (along with most other ITV 
companies), Anglia took the Hearts idents, which featured the stylised "A" - albeit ina 
square rather than a flag - and were used until 2002. 


AACE lean 


The Anglia 'A' logo introduced in March 1988. 


On 28 October 2002, Anglia lost its on screen identity in favour of the ITV1 brand, with 
regional idents only before regional programming. This regional ident featured the 
Anglia name below the ITV1 logo against a blue background covering half of the screen, 


with a celebrity covering the other half. The Anglia logo could still be seen on screen as 
part of the news service and on the purple end boards used by the Granada companies 
introduced in 2001. In 2004, with all English and Welsh-based companies now owned 
by ITV plc, the station lost its separate identity. The station was officially branded as ITV 
Anglia, and the stylised 'A' logo was dropped as the company logo, with the on screen 
name used less and less, and dropped entirely by 2006.2 


Programmes[edit] 


Much of Anglia's back catalogue is now held and preserved at the East Anglian Film 
Archive. A number of Anglia Television's productions including The Way We 

Were, Bygones and Anglia At War have been released on DVD. A compilation of the first 
years of Anglia TV's local news, Here Was the News was also released in 2009. 


Some of Anglia's best known programmes were: 


e Survival (1961-2001) 

e Bygones (1967-89) 

e Sale of the Century 

e Gambit 

e Tales of the Unexpected (1979-88) 

e Ten adaptations of the Adam Dalgliesh novels of P.D. James (1983-1998) 
e Knightmare (1987-94) 

e Lucky Ladders (1988-1993) 

e Anything More Would Be Greedy (1989) 

e The Chief (1990-95) 

e Chimera (1991) 

e Jilly Cooper's Riders (1993) 

e Jilly Cooper's The Man Who Made Husbands Jealous (1997) 
e Touching Evil (1997-99) 

e Where the Heart Is (1997-2002) 

Trisha 


See also[edit] 


e ITV (TV channel 


e ITV plc 

e ITV London 

e ITV Central 

e ITV Yorkshire 
e East Anglia 


Further information[edit] 


e A Knight On The Box, ISBN 0-906836-40-9 
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This is a timeline of the history of Anglia Television. 


1950s[edit] 


1959 
o 27 October - Anglia Television starts broadcasting. 


1960s[edit] 


1960 

o May - About Anglia launches as a twice-weekly programme accompanying the 
10-minute regional evening news bulletin on weekdays. Its success prompted it 
to be extended to four nights a week the following September and then, every 
weeknight. 


1961 

o 1 February - The first episode of Anglia's natural history programme Survival is 
broadcast on ITV, It had been developed from a regional nature programme 
called Countryman which Anglia had broadcast the previous year. 


1962-1967 
o No events. 


1968 

o 2 August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 


1969 

o 7 June - Anglia begins talks with Yorkshire Television about a cost cutting 
exercise by sharing equipment and facilities. Neither company planned joint 
productions or a merger. The reason to form an association was purely down to 
the costs of the increased levy on the companies’ advertising revenue by the 
government, and the cost of colour TV. The ITA stated there was no reason why 
the companies should not have talks about sensible economies that could be 
made, but would examine all details before any association were to be 
implemented. 

o November - The Anglia knight ident is remade with constant lighting with the 
knight constantly rotating on a turntable - a longer version of the ident was used 
at the start of the day's transmission until the mid 1980s.“ 


1970s[edit] 


1970 

o 1 January - A warning is given that regionalism would be abandoned and a 
forced merger between Yorkshire Television and Anglia Television would happen 
unless the chancellor reduced the levy applied on advertising revenues, which 
the government agreed to a few months later. 

o 1 October - Anglia starts broadcasting in colour. 


1971 


o No events. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ITV is able to launch an afternoon service. 


e 1973 
o No events. 


e 1974 
o 1 January - Following the 1974 franchise round, the Belmont 
transmitter in Lincolnshire is switched from Anglia Television to Yorkshire 
Television. 


e 1975 
o No events. 


e 1976 
o No events. 


e 1977 
o No events. 


e 1978 
o No events. 


e 1979 
o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces Anglia Television off the air. The 
strike ends on 24 October. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 

o 25 January - Three new low powered relay stations carrying Anglia are built in 
north Norfolk to improve reception in that area following public pressure from 
70,000 viewers who since 1974 had been served by Yorkshire Television. Many 
of these viewers had gone to "considerable trouble and expense" to receive 
Anglia Television. 

o 28 December - The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces the new 
contractors to commence on 1 January 1982 and Anglia Television is re-awarded 
its licence. However, there had been a challenger from East of England 
Television.4 


e 1981 
o No events. 


e 1982 
o No events. 


e 1983 


o 1 February - ITV's breakfast television service TV-am launches. Consequently, 
Anglia's broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 


e 1984 
o No events. 


e 1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 
o August - Anglia begins 24-hour transmissions. 
o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 


e 1988 
o 21 March - 

= The silver statue of a knight on horseback ident is consigned to history, 
having served as Anglia's ident since the station went on air 29 years earlier. 
It is replaced by a new identity - a quasi-heraldic stylised 'A' made of 
triangles, designed by Robinson Lambie-Nairn at a cost of £500,000. The 
knight continued to have a presence as it was moved to the Anglia 
headquarters reception. 

= About Anglia is given a new look to coincide with the ident change. 


e 1989 
o 1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. Anglia does not 
adopt the logo and continues to use the ident it introduced the previous year. 2% 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o 9 July - About Anglia ends and is replaced by Anglia News. The change sees 
Anglia produce two separate news services - East (Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex), 
and West (Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire, 
northern Hertfordshire, northern Buckinghamshire, southern Lincolnshire, 
southern Rutland and a small part of southern Leicestershire) 24 


e 1991 
o 1 September - Anglia's Through the Night service ends. It is replaced by the 
generic overnight service from London.“ 
o 16 October - The Independent Television Commission announces the results of 
the franchise round. Anglia Television is re-awarded its licence having bid £17.8 
million to see off two rival bidders, Three East Television and CPV-TV. 


e 1992 
o No events. 


e 1993 
o 16 March - Anglia forges a partnership with American pay-TV network HBO, 
owned by Time Warner. Under this arrangement, Anglia acquired half-ownership 
in Citadel, an HBO production subsidiary; Time Warner subsequently acquired 50 
percent of Itel, Anglia's distribution unit. In addition, a new company was formed: 
Anglia Television Entertainment, 51% owned by Anglia and 49% owned by HBO. 


e 1994 
o 19 February - Anglia Television is bought by MAI (owners of Meridian 
Broadcasting). who merged with United Newspapers to form United News and 
Media. 


e 1995 
o No events. 


e 1996 
o No events. 


e 1997 
o No events. 


e 1998 
o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


e 1999 
o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced. Anglia adopts the 
look which features the stylised "A" - albeit in a square rather than a flag. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 
o No events. 


e 2001 
o After 40 years the production unit for Anglia's natural history 
programme Survival disbanded in 2001 and the title disappears from British TV 
screens.” 


e 2002 


o 28 October - On-air regional identities are dropped apart from when introducing 
regional programmes and Anglia is renamed ITV1 Anglia. 


e 2003 
o September - Anglia News is renamed Anglia News Tonight. 


2004 

o January - The final two remaining English ITV companies, Carlton and Granada, 
merge to create a single England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc. 

o 2 February - Anglia News Tonight is renamed Anglia Tonight. 


2005 
o No events. 


2006 

o Anglia sells its Magdalen Street studio complex. They had been in use as an 
additional production base since the late 1970s. 

o November - The ITV1 Anglia branding, still seen before some regional 
programming, is discontinued. 


2007 
o No events. 


2008 
o The GMTV and weekend regional news bulletins become pan-regional. 


2009 

o February - ITV makes major cutbacks to its regional broadcasts in England and 
the two sub-regional news programmes are merged into a pan-regional 
programme although more localised news continues to be broadcast as a brief 
opt-out during the early evening programme. 

o All non-news regional programming ends, apart from a monthly political 
discussion show. 


2010 
o No events. 


2011 
o 23 November - The Anglia region completes digital switchover. 


2012 
o No events. 


2013 

o 14 January - Anglia Tonight is renamed /TV News Anglia. "9 

o 16 September - Sub-regional news coverage is re-introduced and the weekday 
daytime, late evening and weekend bulletins as well as 20 minutes of the 6pm 
programme are once again more localised. 


See also[edit] 


History of ITV 
History of ITV television idents 
Timeline of ITV 
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History[edit] 
Formation[edit] 


The company was originally a partnership between British Electric Traction (BET), its 
subsidiary Broadcast Relay Services Ltd. (trading as Rediffusion), and Associated 
Newspapers, owner of the Daily Mail, which had been interested on commercial 
broadcasting as early as the 1920s. In the aftermath of the heavy financial losses made 
by the new ITV system in its initial years, Associated Newspapers sold the majority of its 
share to BET and Rediffusion, although the company did not drop the word "Associated" 
from its name until 1964. Associated Newspapers, later realising the potential of ITV, 
was a significant investor in the ITV franchise contractor for southern and south-east 
England, Southern Television and later on becoming a shareholder on Independent 
Television News. 


Captain Thomas Brownrigg RN (Retired), the general manager of Associated-Rediffusion 
from 1955, had a very clear idea of what his new commercial television station was to 
be like - the BBC Television Service, with advertisements. To this end, the station had a 
heraldic-style on-air clock, referred to as "Mitch" by staff (after chief station 

announcer Leslie Mitchell, who had not only made the first announcement when A-R 
went on the air in 1955, but had done the same when the BBC TV service started in 
1936), (tation needed] 


Associated Rediffusion took over the former Wembley Film Studio at Wembley Park in 
north-west London. (These are the same studio buildings site that would later be sold- 
off, renamed and used by later owners; London Weekend Television, Lee International 
Studios Wembley, Limehouse Television, Fountain Television, before closing in 2018, 

and becoming a theatre space, prior to the site's planned redevelopment from 2019.) 


Associated-Rediffusion officially began broadcasting on 22 September 1955 at 19:15, 
with actress Marjie Lawrence uttering the first words. That night the BBC, which had 
held the monopoly on broadcasting in United Kingdom, aired a melodramatic episode of 
their popular radio soap opera The Archers on the BBC Home Service in which core 
character Grace Archer was fatally injured in a fire. This was seen as a desperate, and 
rather underhand, ploy to lure as much of the potential audience as possible from 
tuning in to the new station's opening night of broadcast entertainment. Britain's first 
female newsreader Barbara Mandell appeared during the first full day of transmissions 
on 23 September 1955. The London weekend contractor ATV launched two days later. 


This strategy was intended to allay fears that the new service would be aimed at the 
bottom of the market. Associated-Rediffusion sought to make ITV respectable. It did 
introduce popular game shows, but also provided quality programming across all genres 
gained large audiences both in its own London area and, as the ITV network grew, for its 
programmes shown across the country. 


Boris Ford became Associated-Rediffusion's first head of schools broadcasting (1957- 
58), during which time he persuaded Benjamin Britten to compose his church 

opera Noye's Fludde for a series of programmes. Ford was dismissed before the opera 
was produced, allegedly for administrative shortcomings and inexperience.” However, 
A-R continued its association with Britten, producing a highly successful telecast of his 
opera The Turn of the Screw in 1959.2 


Ticket for the dress rehearsal for 'Around the Beatles’, on 28 April 1964, at Wembley Park 


Associated-Rediffusion added new television studios at Wembley Park in 1960. Their 
size and unique design attracted worldwide attention.“ During the 1960s the studios 
were home to some of the most popular programmes on the ITV network, including The 
Rat Catchers, Blackmail, At Last, The 1948 Show and The Frost Report. The 

Beatles appeared at the studios on more than one occasion. 


Rebranding and loss of franchise[edit] 


In 1964, the directors had a change of heart, pensioning off Captain Brownrigg to the 
south coast and a directorship of the TV Times, and rebranding the station as 
"Rediffusion London", with a very hip 1960s style, the face of Swinging London in the 
shiny prosperous new Britain. However, the new Rediffusion did not survive for long - in 
October 1967 the Independent Television Authority announced to the company's shock 
that there was no place for Rediffusion in the redrawn franchise pattern. Following 
changes to the ITV network structure, which resulted in the abandonment of the 
Midlands and North weekend franchises held by ABC Television, ABC lost all its 
franchises along with the rights to take over the Midlands, held by ATV, or the London 
Weekend franchise, awarded to the London Television Consortium. To preserve the 
sizeable ABC, the ITA proposed ABC and Rediffusion should form a new 


company: Thames Television. This was not a merger or "forced marriage" as is 
commonly stated and is an urban myth. ABPC, the parent company of ABC, and BET, 
the parent company of Rediffusion, created Thames as a separate entity. Thames would 
use the resources and staff of ABC's Teddington Studios and Rediffusion's Television 
House. Rediffusion's parent company, BET, took a 49% stake in Thames, and was under- 
represented in the management of the new company - a state of affairs to which 
Rediffusion strongly objected. The ITA replied that either Thames took the new contract, 
or ABC took over. Rediffusion chose the former, and went off the air on 29 July 1968. 
Employees based at Wembley went to work for London Weekend Television whilst those 
at Television House were employed by Thames. Some managerial and presentation staff 
re-located to the new Yorkshire Television in Leeds. 


The vast majority of Rediffusion's programme library was either lost or destroyed 
following the creation of Thames. Surviving titles from the Rediffusion archive are held 
by the BFI National Archive at Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire. Most titles are the 
intellectual property of Archbuild Limited, with the exception of some of Rediffusion's 
musical output such as Ready Steady Go! which was for a long time owned by Dave 
Clark International, and latterly by BMG Rights Management. Some Rediffusion shows 
have been rediscovered in recent years. In the late 1980s, a series of five At Last the 
1948 Show compilations was found in the archives of Swedish broadcaster, SVT. 


Revivall[edit] 


In the 1990s, the name "Associated-Rediffusion Television" and the adastral trademark 
were acquired by the British journalist Victor Lewis-Smith, and are now used by his own 
production company. Productions have included: 


e TV Offal, a satirical series of TV archive clips presented by Lewis-Smith 

e Ads Infinitum, a retrospective of vintage television advertising presented by Lewis- 
Smith over two series 

e An Omnibus documentary covering Dudley Moore's love for music and his struggle 
with progressive supranuclear palsy, titled Dudley Moore: After The Laughter. It 
turned out to be Moore's final interview for television and won a BAFTA Television 
Award in 2001. 

e A one-off revival of Dee Time 

e A series of documentaries presented by comedian Keith Allen 

e 21st Century Bach, a long-running series of programmes no more than ten minutes 
in length, each featuring short pieces of organ music by J.S. Bach and played by John 
Scott Whiteley 

e Alchemists of Sound, a documentary about the BBC Radiophonic Workshop 


Reditune and Rediffusion Music[edit] 


Rediffusion Music, Reditune Rediffusion, Reditune Music and Rediffusion 
Thorsen (Germany) were sold to AEI Music Network of Seattle, WA in 1996. DMX 
Music, a smaller music provider, bought AEI Music in 2000. Mood Media bought DMX 
Music in 2005, The current owner remains Mood Media, however it trades under 

the MOOD: brand today. Mood Media Corporation own the previous trading names of 
Rediffusion Reditune, Rediffusion Music, AEI Rediffusion Music, AE] Music and DMX 
Music. In the 1990s, the name "Associated-Rediffusion Television" and the adastral star 
trademark were acquired by the British journalist Victor Lewis-Smith, and are now used 
by his own production company. 


Studios[edit] 


Television House, Rediffusion's headquarters. 


Main articles: Television House and Fountain Studios 


The company's administrative headquarters and transmission facilities were 

at Television House in Kingsway, London. Most programmes were produced at Wembley 
Studios in Wembley Park, north-west London. However, a small basement studio at 
Television House, Studio 9, was occasionally used for current affairs programmes and 
was home to Ready Steady Go! during its first few years. 


Television House had been known as Adastral House when it was the headquarters of 
the Air Ministry. This gave its name to A-R's logo, the 16-point Adastral Star, which 
appeared not only at the start and end of each commercial break but also between each 
advertisement. (The motto of the Royal Air Force is "per ardua, ad astra" - "through 
adversity to the stars".) The station's archives were also kept at these properties, with 
the original programme library situated on the roof of Television House with some 
storage in the film vaults at Wembley Studios. 


Following Rediffusion's loss of franchise and the creation of Thames Television, the 
Wembley studios were leased to the newly formed London Weekend Television by order 
of the ITA, and the company officially took control of the premises on Monday 6 May 
1968 for a contractual minimum term of three years. London Weekend 

Television subsequently vacated the studios in the late summer of 1972. 


Somewhat confusingly, this Wembley studios site is the very same studio buildings site 
that would later be sold-off, renamed, re-purposed as film studios, then back to 
television studios, at various stages when used by later owners; London Weekend 
Television (Wembley), Lee International Studios (Wembley), Limehouse Television 
(Wembley), Fountain Television, before closing in 2018, and becoming a theatre space, 
prior to the site's planned redevelopment from 2019. 


Television House was used as Thames' headquarters until their Euston Road studios 
were built in 1970, and was subsequently sold off. 


Presentation|[edit] 


When Rediffusion originally launched, as Associated Rediffusion, presentation consisted 
of a simple animated ident, featuring the station name, and a spinning star called the 
Adastral. This first ident was accompanied by a five note electronic fanfare, achieved by 
tapping out the morse code for 'A-R'. To accompany the ident, a timepiece was created 
based on a heraldic coat of arms and nicknamed ‘Mitch’ after Head of Presentation 
Leslie Mitchell. 


In 1964, Associated Rediffusion rebranded itself as Rediffusion London, using a black 
and grey ident featuring the same as previous, but with the new name now in a stripe 
and in a sans serif font. A new and simpler clock was designed featuring a 24-hour 
display at the bottom of the face and an adastral at the centre. The original timepiece 
‘Mitch’ was given to the Science Museum, where it became the first ITV exhibit, and now 
resides in the National Media Museum, Bradford. 


Rediffusion used a number of continuity announcers throughout its 13 years on air, 
with Redvers Kyle and Muriel Young being the most recognised. 


Programmes[edit] 


Programmes produced by Associated-Rediffusion and Rediffusion London included: 


e Double Your Money 
e Take Your Pick! 


e Ready Steady Go! 

e The Rat Catchers 

e Do Not Adjust Your Set 
e This Week 

e Crane 

e Riviera Police 

e No Hiding Place 

e Top Secret 

e Five O'Clock Club 

e At Last the 1948 Show 
e Love and Kisses 

e The Music Box 

e Together Again 

e Sara and Hoppity 

e Here and Now 


Most of the surviving archive is now held by Archbuild. 


See also[edit] 


e Associated British Corporation 
e Thames Television 

e Associated Television 

e ITV (TV network) 


e History of ITV 
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e Animated Associated-Rediffusion Presents logo, 1956, from 625.uk.com 


(requires Macromedia Flash 6 or later). 


e Animated Rediffusion Black logo, 1964, from 625.uk.com. 
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Television House 


The building in 2013 
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General information 


Architectura Edwardian 


I style 


Town or city London 


Country United Kingdom 


t 51.513393°N 


|Coordinates - 
| 0.117279°WCoordinates: (w51.513393°N 


| 
0.117279°W 


Technical details 


Size 9 storeys, 180,000 sq ft (16,722.5 m?) 


floor space 


Television House, on Kingsway in London was, from 1955, the London headquarters 
of Associated-Rediffusion, Independent Television News (ITN), TV Times magazine, 

the Independent Television Companies Association and, at first, Associated TeleVision. It 
was later the headquarters of Rediffusion London and its successor, Thames Television. 


History[edit] 
Adastral House[edit] 


The Kingsway area had been redeveloped at the start of the 20th century 
from slums and tenement housing into a broad avenue with grand office buildings and 
expensive town houses. 


After the formation of the Air Ministry in 1918, its headquarters was on Kingsway; one of 
two identical buildings opposite Bush House became Adastral House, the name being 
derived from the RAF motto. This remained the home of the Air Ministry through World 
War Il, and the roof of the building in 1940 during The Blitz is where, while fire- 
watching, Arthur Harris, made the remark about the bombing to a companion, "Well, 
they are sowing the wind...". The building became famous after the war because the 
central London temperatures and wind speeds were measured from its roof by the Met_ 
Office, and announced as such during the BBC weather forecasts. 


Television House[edit] 


In 1954, the Independent Television Authority (ITA) awarded the first two contracts for 
the new ITV commercial television system. Because the BBC had previously held a 
monopoly on broadcasting, there were no non-BBC television studio facilities in the UK. 
Associated-Rediffusion, as one of the two contractors, needed to build from scratch a 
whole new facility. The company had hired Thomas Brownrigg as General Manager, 
partially due to his extensive knowledge of planning and project management, which 
would be needed in simultaneously building a new company and its studios and 
headquarters. 


British Electric Traction, majority owner of Associated-Rediffusion, bought the freehold 
on Adastral House from the government. Brownrigg engaged Bovis Limited (later Bovis 
Construction) to gut the building internally and build a new suite of offices, technical 
facilities and studios to be called Television House. This was begun in early 1955 and, 
with a planned start date for ITV of 22 September 1955, was worked on at great speed, 
virtually 24 hours a day. 


Four small studios (numbered 7, 8, 9 and 10) were built inside the building, mainly for 
current affairs and continuity use (the main large studios, now The Fountain Studios, 
were constructed on the site of the former 20th Century Fox studios 

in Wembley in Middlesex). Additionally, office space and dining facilities for over 1,000 
people was created. A suite of management offices, complete with oak-panelled 
boardroom, was built. 


The original headquarters and studio facilities of ITN were located on the seventh and 
eighth floors of the building. 


TV Times, part-owned by Associated-Rediffusion, occupied offices in the building from 
1957 until April 1958. 


A computer room, housing an early mainframe computer that controlled advertising 
bookings, was added on the second floor in 1966. 


Associated TeleVision (ATV) inhabited Television House for the first few years of 
broadcasting, mainly just for office accommodation rather than studio facilities. For a 
period early in ITV's history, Associated-Rediffusion provided this space for free as part 
of the effort to keep ITV afloat during the financial crisis of 1955-1957. 


St Catherine's House[edit] 


In the 1967 ITV contract round, the ITA awarded the London weekday contract to a joint 
company made up of ABC Weekend TV and Rediffusion Television, Thames Television. 
This new company had a surplus number of studios in London. The Wembley studios 
were therefore sold to the then-new London Weekend Television. Thames, controlled by 
the former ABC, decided that a brand new studio complex, equipped from the start for 
colour broadcasting and located out of the centre of London would be more appropriate. 


Thames used Television House as its headquarters whilst the building of the 
new Thames Television House in Euston took place. 


When Television House was vacated in the early 1970s, it was again occupied by the 
government, this time the General Register Office, where it housed the birth, marriage 
and death certificates of the English and Welsh populations. The building was renamed 
St Catherine's House. 


In the 1990s, the building was vacated by the General Register Office, which moved 
to Southport in Merseyside, and, after extensive refurbishment, it became the UK 
headquarters of ExxonMobil. 


Centrium[edit] 


After ExxonMobil left, the building was renamed "The Centrium" and housed a number 
of corporations, including Herman Miller, the Nursing and Midwifery Council, SVG 
Capital, Takeda Pharmaceuticals, Ashmore Group, Tishman Speyer and Interconnector 
UK 


61 Aldwych{[edit] 


Later, the building was renamed "61 Aldwych" by the manager Tishman Speyer. 
u Tenants still include the Nursing and Midwifery Council?! and Herman Miller # 


Production space[edit] 


e Studio 7: 702 sq ft (65.2 m?). 33' by 24' = 10 mx 7.3m 

e Studio 8: 950 sq ft (88 m?). 38' by 25' = 11.6 mx 7.6m 

e Studio 9: 2,416 sq ft (224.5 m?). 64' by 40' = 19.5 m x 12.2 m 

e Studio 10: 312 sq ft (29.0 m?). 26' by 12'=8mx3.7m 

e Master Control: 900 sq ft (84 m?). 

e Maintenance Workshop: 1,150 sq ft (107 m?). 

e VTR (with 2x Ampex video recorders): 320 sq ft (30 m?). 

e Telecine (with 2x Cintel, 1x RCA Vidicon and 2x EMI Flying Spot telecine machines): 
1,150 sq ft (107 m?). 

e Rehearsal rooms x6: 7,500 sq ft (700 m?). 

e Projector theatres x 6 

e Cutting rooms x15 

e Dubbing theatre 
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Fountain Studios (Now Troubadour 
Wembley Park Theatre) 


Fountain Studios in 2008 


Location within Greater London 


Former Associated-Rediffusion Studios 
names London Weekend Television 
Lee International Film Studios 


Limehouse Studios 
General information 
Status Permanently Closed 
Type Television studios 


Address 128 Wembley Park Drive, 
Wembley, 
HA9 8HP 


Country United Kingdom 


: 4 51.5612°N 0.2818°WCoordinates: ¥ 
Coordinate 


S 51.5612°N 0.2818°W 


Current Wembley Park Theatre Ltd 


tenants 


Demolished TBD 


Client BBC, ITV, Channel 4, Channel 5, SKY 
Owner Quintain Ltd (since March 2017) 
Landlord Quintain Ltd (since March 2017) 
Website 
Website 


Fountain Studios was an independently owned television studio located in Wembley 
Park, north-west London. The company was last part of the Avesco Group plc. 


A number of companies owned the site before it was purchased by Fountain in 1993. 
Originally a film studio complex, it was formerly the base for the ITV 

contractors Rediffusion from 1955 to 1968, and London Weekend Television from 1968 
to 1972. More recently, the studios were best known for being the venue for the live 
stages of ITV shows The X Factor and Britain's Got Talent. Other programmes made at 
Fountain include The Cube and the British Comedy Awards. Fountain Studios has also 
hosted Pop Idol, Test the Nation and The Kumars at No. 42. The last shows to be 
broadcast live (and recorded) at the studios were The X Factor on 4 December 2016, 

© after which the studio closed and the site sold to property developer Quintain. 


History[edit] 


In 1927, Ralph J. Pugh and Rupert Mason founded British Incorporated Pictures with the 
intention of creating an American-style studio complex in the former British Empire 
Exhibition's Palace of Engineering. They bought a lease at Wembley in June 1927, 
though it was for the Lucullus Garden Club Restaurant site, not the Palace of 
Engineering. Their financial backing fell through and in May 1928 the lease was sold 
to Victor Sheridan. Sheridan announced that £500,000 was to be spent on developing 
the biggest and best-equipped studio centre in Europe, British Talking Pictures engaged 
with Dynamics Corporation of New York to develop and supply a new improved 
Electromagnetic horn driver known as the Type 1 for its state of the art studio. Sheridan 
sold his lease to British Talking Pictures a few months later. In September 1928, British 
Talking Pictures formed a subsidiary, British Sound Film Productions, to make films at 
Wembley. Wembley Studios was Britain's first purpose-built sound studios. Its three 
sound stages were officially opened in September 1929. Perhaps because of a major 
fire, the studio was never as successful as had been hoped. They were taken over by 
the American Fox Film Company, who leased the site and then bought it outright in 
1936.21 


Fox used the studio for the production of their 'quota quickies'. A change in the law in 
1938 led 20th Century Fox to use other studios, but it retained ownership. During the 
war the studios were leased to the military (the Army Kinematograph Service and RAF 
Film Unit), with intermittent rental to independents.” Ealing Studios filmed Ships with 
Wings at Wembley in 1941." There was a fire at the studios in 1943.4 


In the 1950s the studios were used by Mercia Film Productions, who made feature films, 
and Rayant Pictures, who made shorts and adverts.“ The last film made at Wembley 
was Ealing Studios' The Ship That Died of Shame (US: PT Raiders, 1955). 


Wembley Film Studio was taken over by Associated-Rediffusion, ITV’s weekday 
broadcasters for London, in January 1955.2% Two of the existing studios were fully 
converted by the time commercial television began in September 1955, with the other 
two by the end of the year. An expansion on the site, the newly built Studio 5, opened in 
1960. It was the largest television studio in Europe, and could be split into two parts for 
separate productions when required.22 The first production was An Arabian 

Night with Orson Welles.“4 Shows such as Ready Steady Go!, No Hiding Place and Take 
Your Pick were to follow. During the 1960s the studios were home to some of the most 
popular programmes on the ITV network, including The Rat Catchers, Blackmail, At Last, 
The 1948 Show and The Frost Report. The Beatles appeared on more than one occasion 
at the studios. 


When Associated-Rediffusion lost its weekday ITV franchise in 1968, the television 
studios entered a difficult period. For a time they became LWT’s broadcast base and 
were used to record shows such as On the Buses, Please Sirand Upstairs Downstairs. 
The 1970s through to the 1990s saw the demise and demolition of the film studio 
complex and the decline of the television studios under many different owners. 


Fountain Television began its existence as a studio and post-production facility in New 
Malden, Surrey in 1985. After hosting shows such as Ready Steady Cook and Wizadora, 
the company took the opportunity to purchase the badly run-down Wembley site in 
1993 for redevelopment. 


Studio 5 (now known as Studio A & Studio B), is 14,000 sq ft including the firelanes. An 
unusual feature of the studio is a soundproof double door which can be lowered in 30 
minutes to reconfigure the space into two separate studios, each with its own 
independent control facilities. When used as a single studio, it was the largest fully 
equipped television studio in the UK - 500 sq ft larger than HQ1 

at Dock10, MediaCityUK in Salford and 2,000 sq ft larger than Studio 1 at BBC Television 


Centre. Internationally, larger studios exist in Germany and in the United States, 
although many of these fall into the category of soundstages and are not fully 
equipped television studios. 


Fountain undertook the daunting task of the refurbishment and by 1994 the first shows 
began to trickle in. Hearts of Gold with Esther Rantzen, Talking Telephone 
Numbers and The Day Today were amongst the first shows to use Fountain's facilities. 


Many high-profile productions were still produced at Fountain Studios up until its closure 
in February 2017; these include The X Factor, Play to the Whistle, 1000 
Heartbeats and Britain's Got Talent. 


Closure[edit] 


In January 2016, it was confirmed that the studios had been sold for £16 million to a 
property developer, Quintain. The lease (at present up to eight years) for the site is still 
available and several parties have expressed an interest. The most likely use will be to 
retain the building and turn it into a 1,000-seat theatre and that may start after the 
decommissioning of the studio equipment for sale by auction in February 2017.2203 


The site was leased from Quintain by Wembley Park Theatre Ltd in September 2017 for 
a 'meanwhile use' of the site until the site is demolished to make way for new 
developments. The duration of this use was for up to seven years as submitted by 
Quintain on November 2017.24 


The existing buildings to be repurposed on a temporary basis as an event space 
(primarily concentrating on theatrical use). The multi-functional venue will be 
predominantly focused on a main auditorium which will be designed for use in a number 
of layouts. This will be formed from the 1,340 sqm former studio space. In addition, 
various parts of the building will be used in a number of layouts and for a number of 
functions, including the former offices, restaurant, storage areas and car parks. Work 
started in September 2017 with minor modifications to the scene dock area and the 
addition of extra fire doors. It is expected that the first productions will start in the early 
part of 201822 Brent Council has various documents relating to the Theatre use here 


London promoter LWE hosted a club night on 6 May 2018 featuring The Martinez 
Brothers headlining a Cuttin' Headz showcase. That was followed on 10th May 2018 by 
an appearance from Paul Kalkbrenner. Some photos of the current state at that time 
can be found here!®! 


A press release was issued on 23 May 2018 stating that the studios would open in the 
latter half of 2018 as a flexible 1000-2000 seat theatre by Troubador Theatres (the 
same company that owns Wembley Park Theatre Ltd) as well as bar and restaurant.24 


Notable programmes[edit] 


Fountain Studios was home to many popular entertainment programmes. List of shows, 
studio used and network broadcast on below: 


Years Programme nel Series 
2016- F 7 
tipping Foint H V 
2017 Tipping Point ITV 
Tipping Point: Lucky Stars ITV 1 series 
Debatable BBC Two | 1 series 
2016 
Taskmaster Dave 2 series 
Dara O Briain's Go 8 Bit Dave 1 series 
Play to the Whistle ITV 2 series 
2015- 
2016 


Rebound ITV 2 series 


Series 


Years Programme 


1000 Heartbeats 
2015 
Home Win 


2014- é Beare 
big otar S Little star 
5016 Big Star's Little Star 


Alan Davies Aprés-Ski BBC Two | 1 series 
All Star Mr & Mrs 1 series 
2014 


2 series 


Pilot episode 


3 series 


Stoptober advertisement 


Amazing Greys 1 series 
1 series 


Somme 


Andrew Lloyd Webber: 40 
Musical Years 


2013 


One-off programme 


Reflex BBC One | 1 series 


That Dog Can Dance 
2012 
My Man Can 


One-off programme 


1 series (not broadcast) 


Series 


e i eE 
Let's Get Gold at 1 series 


The Midnight Beast - Live! 


One-off programme 


Marco Pierre White's Kitchen Channel : 
~~ | L series 
Wars 5 
2012- : 
2013 The Voice UK: Battle Rounds BBC One | 2 series 
2011- Channel ; 
DBriusn comeay Awaras 
2014 British Comedy Awards = 4 episodes 


A Night with Beyoncé 


Red or Black? 1 series 
Italia1 


One-off programme 


The Cube-La Sfida 


2011 
Penn & Teller: Fool Us 1 series 
The Cube-Besiege den Würfel! 
Ant & Dec's Push the Button 1 series 


Series 


BBC One | 1 series 


Over the Rainbow 

The Cube USA NBC Pilot episode 
2010- 
2011 Al Moukaab 


(a) 
D 
= 
2 
z 


Al Murray's Multiple Personality Era 
Disorder 

Britain's Best Brain Five 1 series 
Sell Me the Answer Sky1 1 series 


The Susan Boyle Story 


One-off programme 


| 
didi 


Duel 1 series 
2008 
BBC 
Clone Three 1 series 


Years 


2007- 
2016 


2007 


2006 


2006- 
2007 


2004- 
2016 


2003 


2003- 
2004 


Programme 


Britain's Got More Talent 


Britain's Got Talent 


Bremner, Bird and Fortune 


The Xtra Factor 


The X Factor 


enny Henry in Pieces 


19 Keys 


World Idol 


z 


10 series 


10 series 


1 series 


1 series 


13 series 


13 series 


Series 


Series 


= 
Test the Nation 
E 


1999- ee T 
1999 Don't Try This at Home 


1998- KLAS 
7. 
1999 Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? 
1998 Friends NBC 


1994- ; 
1997 Talking Telephone Numbers 

The Word ae 
1990-92 


Harry Enfield's Television 
Programme 


1989 | vou peti 


2 series, moved to Elstree for series 3 


Programme 


1988-96 | Hearts of Gold 


1969-72 | On the Buses 1-6 Moved to SouthBank in 1972 


1 series (Second series recorded at Thames 1 


re Í . . 
1967-69 | Do Not Adjust Your Set Teddington studios). 
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This article is about the former ITV franchise holder and production company. For the 
production company since 2012, see Thames (production company). 


Thames Television 


Thames "London Skyline" ident, featuring London 


landmarks 
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The Thames Television region when it lost its franchise in 
1992 
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Picture 
format 
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Replaced b 


Thames 


England 


30 July 1968; 51 years ago 


A Talent For Television 


Crystal Palace, Bluebell Hill, Croydon 


Teddington Studios 


Greater London 


Pearson Television (1993) 


FremantleMedia (2000) 


Jeremy Isaacs, Bryan Cowgill, Brian 


Tesler, David Elstein, Richard Dunn 


31 December 1992; 26 years ago 


576i 


English 


Rediffusion London 


ITV franchisee: Carlton Television 


y Production company: Talkback Thames 


Subsidiary Euston Films 


Thames Television was a franchise holder for a region of the British ITV television 
network serving London and surrounding area on weekdays from 30 July 1968 until the 
night of 31 December 1992. It continued as an independent production company until 
2003. 


Formed as a joint company, it merged the television interests of British Electric 

Traction (trading as Associated-Rediffusion) owning 49%, and Associated British Picture 
Corporation—soon taken over by EMl—owning 51%. It was both a broadcaster and a 
producer of television programmes, making shows both for the local region it covered 
and for networking nationally across the ITV regions. The British Film Institute describes 
Thames as having "served the capital and the network with a long-running, broad-based 
and extensive series of programmes, several of which either continue or are well- 
remembered today.""! Thames covered a broad spectrum of commercial public-service 
television, with a strong mix of drama, current affairs and comedy. 


After Thames was acquired by FremantleMedia it was merged with another Fremantle 
company, Talkback Productions, to form a new independent production 

company, Talkback Thames; consequently, Thames ceased to exist as a separate entity. 
However, on 1 January 2012, the Thames brand was revived and Talkback Thames has 
now been split into four different labels: Boundless, Retort, Talkback and Thames, within 
the newly created FremantleMedia UK production arm. 


Launch and the 1970s[edit] 


Further information: Timeline of Thames Television 


Formation[edit] 


From launch on 22 September 1955 to July 1968, the Independent Television 

Authority (ITA) contract to provide programming on the ITV network for London on 
weekdays had been operated by Associated-Rediffusion. Geographical and structural 
changes in the network, created by the ITA's 1967 invitation for applicants for new 
franchise contracts for the right to broadcast on ITV (initially intended to run from 1968 
to 1974), meant that ABC Weekend Television (ABC) lost both its area franchises, 
serving the Midlands and the North at weekends, because these areas were to become 
seven-day operations. 


Consequently, ABC applied for both the Midlands seven-day operation and the contract 
to serve London at the weekend, preferring the latter. It was widely expected that the 
company would be awarded the weekend franchise. After an impressive application, it 
was awarded to what became London Weekend Television in a consortium led by David 
Frost and others. 


This led to a serious problem for the ITA as ABC was a popular station, whose 
productions earned vital foreign currency. Its station management and presentation 
style were well-admired, and it could have been controversial to dismiss that as a result 
of purely administrative changes. It was considered difficult for ABC to win the Midlands 


seven-day contract, because the existing five-days contractor ATV had also applied and 
was a large earner of overseas revenue, having won the Queen's Award for Export in 
1966. 


Rediffusion had believed that its contract renewal was a formality, and its application 
reflected this complacency: the company had treated the ITA high-handedly in 
interviews.” In the early days of ITV, the company had worked hard to keep the network 
on-air during financial crises that threatened the collapse of other companies, 
particularly Granada Television. It was reported that Rediffusion's chairman Sir John 
Spencer Wills felt the ITA owed his company a ‘debt of gratitude’ for this, a comment 
which particularly annoyed the authority. During the interview process several members 
of Rediffusion management also appeared in interviews for applicants for other regions, 
principally the consortium of which David Frost was a member, as well as the interview 
for Rediffusion, leading the ITA to question the loyalty at the company.” 


In programming, Rediffusion was originally considered stuffy but in the previous 
contract round of 1964, it had re-invented itself, dropping the name Associated- 
Rediffusion in favour of the trendier Rediffusion London, to reflect the cultural changes 
of the time, with output altered accordingly. 


The outcome proposed by the ITA was a "shotgun marriage" between ABC and 
Rediffusion. "The combination of these two companies," announced ITA Chairman Lord 
Hill, "seemed to the Authority to offer the possibility of a programme company of real 
excellence." & The resultant company was awarded the contract to serve London on 
weekdays. Control of the new company would be given to ABC, a move unpopular with 
Rediffusion.2 Questioning the ITA's decision, Rediffusion attempted to slow down the 
merger: only the threat of giving the licence solely to ABC made it relent. To assist 
Rediffusion financially, the ITA insisted that the new company have two sets of shares: 
voting shares which would allow ABC to have control (with 51%) and 'B' shares which 
were to be split equally between the two, thus sharing profits fairly. The structure of the 
new company was also a problem. A merger between the two existing contract holders 
Associated British Cinemas (Television) Limited and Rediffusion Television Limited was 
impossible, owing to internal politics, as was a merger between their respective parent 
companies Associated British Picture Corporation and British Electric Traction. The 
answer was found to be a new holding company, Thames Television (Holdings) Ltd. 

& (ABC's parent, the Associated British Picture Corporation was taken over by EMI in 
1969, and in 1979 became part of Thorn EMI.) 


The ITA ordered ABC's managing director Howard Thomas and its director of 
programmes Brian Tesler to be appointed in similar capacities at the new station, the 
only individuals named or specified in all 15 franchise awards. ABC had majority control 
of the new company and the make-up of its board predominantly (and eventually fully) 
came from ABC. The use of ABC's old studios at Teddington meant the workforce was 
predominantly ex-ABC, although those at Kingsway were ex-Rediffusion. 


After some discussion as to the name of the new company—some directors favoured 
ABC London, while others suggested Tower Television to reflect the Post Office 

Tower and the Tower of London—it was named Thames Television, after the River 
Thames. This name had been previously considered and rejected by London Weekend 
Television.4 


On 30 July 1968 Thames began broadcasting to London. The opening week was 
disrupted by sporadic strike action; the following week, the action had spread to all of 
ITV and resulted in the creation of a management-run ITV Emergency National 
Service for some two weeks. 


Each week Thames broadcast from the start of transmissions on Monday until its 
handover to London Weekend Television at 19:00 on Friday. (From 1982, the handover 
time was 17:15.) 


Studios[edit] 


Thames's main studio complex at Teddington 
See also: Teddington Studios 


The former ABC studios at Teddington became Thames's main production base. 
Thames's corporate base moved to its newly constructed studios and base at Thames 
Television House on Euston Road in 1970, when it relinquished Television House, 
Rediffusion's former London headquarters. The Teddington studios were highly 
desirable, as they had participated in colour experiments and were already partially 
converted by the time of the franchise change, and as such had been sought after by 
both Thames and LWT.22 


When Thames was formed, the new company acquired numerous other properties of 
the former franchise holders. Rediffusion's main studio complex at Wembley was 
leased to London Weekend Television by order of the ITA! before being sold to Lee 
International in 1977. ABC's Midlands base in Aston, Birmingham (see Alpha Television), 
co-owned with ATV, was sold in 1971 when ATV moved to new colour television 
facilities. Its northern base in Didsbury, Manchester was used by Yorkshire 

Television prior to its Kirkstall Road studios in Leeds being completed, and eventually 
sold to Manchester Polytechnic in 1970, with a lease on sales offices in central 
Manchester being surrendered. 


Early programmes[edit] 


Thames TV camera - a Marconi Mark 3 -at the National Science and Media Museum, Bradford 


The station continued formats inherited from its predecessors. These included the 
variety show Opportunity Knocks, Armchair Theatre, the last series of The Avengers and 
the detective thrillers Ca/lan and Public Eye, all inherited from ABC. The comedy Do Not 


Adjust Your Set, though, originated with Rediffusion, and if nominally a children's show, 
was one of the forerunners of Monty Python's Flying Circus. 


More conventional sitcoms, all of which began in Thames's early years, included Father, 
Dear Father (1968-73), the Sid James vehicle Bless This House (1971-76), and Love Thy 
Neighbour (1972-76), with a controversial take on race relations. Another sitcom, Man 
About the House (1973-76), was successful enough for two spin-offs, George and 
Mildred (1976-80) and Robin's Nest (1977-81). The company took over the This Is Your 
Life format in 1969, several years after the BBC had dropped the show in 1964. Another 
BBC favourite was comedian Benny Hill, the star of The Benny Hill Show (1969-89), who 
was placed under contract. Hill spent most of the rest of his career with Thames. 


The Sooty Show, cancelled in 1967 by the BBC, now aired on Thames and began on the 
first day of transmission. It continued after Harry Corbett's retirement in 1975 with his 
son, Matthew Corbett, and lasted on Thames until late 1992. The company also 
produced the children's show Magpie, which began in 1968 and was intended as a rival 
for Blue Peter on BBC 1, and The Tomorrow People (1973-79), a science fiction series. 
For pre-school children there was Rainbow, which started in 1972 and ran for 20 years. 
The programme used animation and graphics created by Cosgrove Hall, a Thames 
subsidiary founded in 1972, which made animated series for children. During the hours 
after Rainbow and before the children's slot, Good Afternoon was transmitted, a 
magazine programme. It began after the IBA allowed non-schools broadcasting in this 
period of the day, when the government relaxed the regulations around daytime 
television and featured interview editions undertaken by such broadcasters as Mavis 
Nicholson, and a weekly consumer programme, which eventually became a programme 
in its own right; Money-Go-Round. 


Of much greater prestige was The World at War (1973-74), a 26-part history of the 
Second World War using unseen footage and interviews, often of high-level participants. 
The series, narrated by Sir Laurence Olivier, was commissioned in 1969, took four years 
to produce, and cost a record £4m (approx £47m in 2018). 


Meanwhile, Thames gained a reputation for drama with such series as Jenny, Lady 
Randolph Churchill (1974), with Lee Remick as the mother of Winston Churchill. It won 
an Emmy as the best series in its category, as Edward & Mrs. Simpson (1978), about 
the abdication crisis, did later. Other successful series in the genre from this period 
include Rock Follies (1976) and Armchair Thriller (1978-80). These programmes were 
made in the then standard 'hybrid' studio video/location film format, but the British 
industry was in the slow process of dropping the multi-camera studio format for drama, 
excepting soaps, to making the genre entirely on film. The Thames offshoot Euston 
Films was founded in 1971 to specialise in drama output made entirely on film, then still 
a rare practice. Euston made the police series The Sweeney (1975-78), Danger 

UXB (1979), and Minder (1979-94), plus the last appearance of Nigel Kneale's best 
known creation in Quatermass (1979). In this era, Euston also made single one-off 
dramas such as The Naked Civil Servant (1975). 


On 1 December 1976, the punk band the Sex Pistols were interviewed live on Thames's 
regional news magazine programme, Today. Members of the group uttered obscenities 
during their interview with Bill Grundy. Grundy, in his introduction, said they are "as 
drunk as | am", but later claimed his comment was a joke, and had allowed the bad 
language to illustrate the character of the individuals in the group. The interview filled 
two minutes at the end of the programme, but the production team feared trouble in 
the studio if they stopped the programme mid-air. Thames's telephone switchboard was 
jammed by complaining viewers. Responding to the incident, Thames said ina 
statement: "Because the programme was live, it was impossible to foresee the language 


that would be used."“4 The press continued to be interested in the incident for several 
days. Grundy was suspended and Today ended soon afterwards; his career never 
recovered. Over time, Thames replaced Today with a more conventional news offering 
as seen on other ITV stations. Thames at Six was launched, later Thames News. 


In 1978, Thames secured a contract with Morecambe & Wise.“) The comedians had 
worked for the BBC since 1968 with major national success, but the decisive factor 
leading the duo to leave the corporation was Thames's offer to feature them as main 
leads in a film made by the company's Euston Films subsidiary. The comedy duo's 
leading scriptwriter, Eddie Braben, did not initially move to ITV with them, and with Eric 
Morecambe's failing health, the new shows never gained the audiences or matched the 
esteem they had previously enjoyed. 


One of the early anchor presenters was radio DJ Tom Edwards. 
Industrial relations up to the end of 1979[edit] 


Like most of ITV, Thames was beset by conflicts with trade unions, notably the 
Association of Cinematograph Television and Allied Technicians (ACTT). A two-week 
technicians strike in the summer of 1975 shut down the whole of ITV with the 
technicians being bought off with a 35% pay rise. Two years later in May 1977, another 
strike occurred when production assistants at Thames refused to operate new video 
equipment. Thames proceeded to sack all the technicians for breach of contract. The 
following month, both sides backed down over the issues, with all technicians returning 
to work. 


The worst strike to hit the network originated at Thames. Failure to reach agreement on 
pay increases and shift allowances in the 1979 pay round resulted in technicians 
switching off power to the transmission facilities at the Euston Road centre on 6 August. 
After management restored power, the technicians walked out. Within four days, all but 
one ITV station had gone off-air after the ACTT asked members at other companies to 
walk out in claim for a 15% pay rise. The network was off the air for 10 weeks." 


From 1980 to 1992[edit] 
Later programming[edit] 


Other Thames shows included This Week (known as TV Eye between 1979 and 
1985), Rumpole of the Bailey, the game shows Strike It Lucky, Give Us a Clue and Name 
That Tune, and the drama Dodger, Bonzo and the Rest. 


Thames sitcoms during the 1980s and early 1990s included Keep it in the Family, Never 
the Twain, After Henry, and Mr. Bean. The Mr. Bean pilot episode, starring Rowan 
Atkinson as the titular character, was first broadcast on ITV on 1 January 1990, and the 
eventual run lasted beyond Thames holding of its franchise. Less well-known is its 
adaptation of Andy Capp (1988), starring James Bolam. Two of its post-franchise sitcoms 
found more success when they transferred away from ITV - Men Behaving Badly, which 
moved to the BBC in 1994 and /s It Legal?, which moved to Channel 4 in 1997. Both 
were written by Simon Nye and co-produced by independent company Hartswood Films. 


A few years after The World at War, Thames broadcast Hollywood (1980), a 13-part 
documentary series about the era of the America silent cinema. This series, produced 
by Kevin Brownlow and David Gill, was followed by the company sponsoring Thames 
Silents, a project undertaken by Brownlow and Gill of the restoration and screenings (in 
a limited number of cinemas and on television) of major films from the silent era. The 
two men followed Ho//ywood with series dedicated to leading comics of the silent 


era, Unknown Chaplin (1983) and Buster Keaton: A Hard Act to Follow (1987). A 
programme on Harold Lloyd (The Third Genius) followed in 1989. Hollywood and the 
Chaplin series were narrated by the actor James Mason. Unusually for a commercial 
broadcaster, it also produced lavish versions of Gilbert and Sullivan's The Mikado and 
Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. 


Thames's subsidiary production company Euston Films continued to produce many of 
Thames's highest-profile drama contributions to ITV network programming to the end of 
its ITV franchise. These included Reilly, Ace of Spies (1983), Jack the 

Ripper (1988), Capital City (1989-1990), and Anglo-Saxon Attitudes (1992). The 

Bill (1984-2010) began as a one-hour series of separate stories in 1984, but from 1989 
until 1998 was broadcast several times a week, usually in a 30 minute slot. Its storylines 
became overly melodramatic and focussed far more directly on particular police 
characters rather than the crime from 1998 and its return to the hour long slot and then 
became much more a soap opera in 2002 (when individual story titles were dropped) 
until coming full circle dealing predominantly with crime again in about 2007 for the last 
few years of its existence. 


Programming controversies[edit] 


In January 1985, the company made a deal with international distributors for US 
production company Lorimar to purchase the UK broadcasting rights for US 

drama Dallas, at that time transmitted on BBCI. This broke a gentlemen's 

agreement between the two sides not to poach each other's imported shows. Thames 
paid £55,000 a show compared to the £29,000 of the BBC. The deal brought 
condemnation from the BBC and from other ITV stations, who feared the BBC would 
poach their imports, pushing up prices.24 The BBC planned to delay transmission of the 
episodes of Dallas that it already had, with the hope to broadcast them at the same 
time Thames broadcast its new purchases. Ultimately, pressure from several ITV 
companies (especially Yorkshire Television) to the IBA, forced Thames to sell the series 
back to the BBC at a loss. Bryan Cowgill, the managing director of Thames left the 
company, as he believed his position was untenable since the board was unwilling to 
support his plans to buy the series.“ In October, Thames paid the BBC, via the IBA, 
£300,000 in compensation to make up the shortfall in additional cost for new episodes 
of Dallas. 


The most controversial programme Thames broadcast was the documentary "Death on 
the Rock", part of the current affairs This Week series.“4 The programme questioned the 
authority of British troops who had shot dead suspected IRA members allegedly 
planning a terrorist attack on a British military ceremony in Gibraltar. The documentary 
was regarded almost as treason by many Conservative politicians, and The Sunday 
Times made claims about one of the witnesses interviewed which were later found to be 
libellous. 


The following year, in 1989, Thames ended the contract of Benny Hill, a stalwart at the 
station since 1969. It was believed that the comedian was dismissed because his shows 
were considered offensive, but Thames said the decision was taken because of falling 
ratings. The show at its peak had 21 million viewers, while the last episode had nine 
million. However, it remained one of the top ten most watched shows across the whole 
ITV network and was still one of the UK's top TV exports, continuing to air in 97 other 
countries. Hill himself said "I didn't mind them sacking me; but | did expect a bit more of 
a pat on the back, after all | had been there for 20 years". Hill made only 58 hour-long 
episodes in the 20 years he worked for Thames, with the result that, in the UK, the show 
was generally promoted as specials, but the programmes were reedited as 30-minute 


episodes for overseas markets. Hill gained a following in the United States when this 
version was screened there. His retained popularity in the UK was confirmed following 
his death, when Thames (which had refused to air his shows since the cancellation) 
gave in to public demand to rerun the shows. 


Industrial relations in the Thatcher era[edit] 


Through the early 1980s, Thames experienced a series of local disputes while 
management deliberately confronted contractual ‘rackets’, and pursued the 
introduction of new technologies based on operational requirements rather than 
precedent.“# For Thames’s management, this was a materialist operation with a clear 
dimension, and to weed out unscrupulous bargaining and working practices. 


In the summer of 1984 a major strike was called, this time, over Thames's management 
unilaterally issuing new rostering schedules (overtime payments for transmission staff), 
and the use of new cameras and editing equipment. There were no internal discussions 
of the potential savings that could be derived from new shift patterns, but there was a 
strong sense that union controls had to be removed before the company embarked on 
increasing its operations. The technicians walked out, but the station was off the air for 
just one day as management and administration staff took over their roles.24 On 
Monday 27 August, ATTC technicians walked out again over the new shift patterns; 

ra the strike ended on 3 September 1984, at 1p.m. after the union agreed to rostering 
according to need, while the management dropped plans for ending six-day working 
fortnights. Bryan Cowgill said: "The need for sensible change in the way we conduct our 
operations has been at the heart of this dispute. The outcome of a damaging and costly 
dispute has resulted in substantial progress towards a more realistic and effective way 
of working".24 


Over the following four weeks, further discussions took place about implementing the 
plans while introducing new technologies. On Wednesday 17 October, another strike 
was instigated, as talks failed to reach agreement. The union warned against a 
management-run service, as it would be a recipe for total network disturbance and a 
massive loss of programmes, but Thames claimed that it would be justified due to the 
strike being unofficial.22 On Monday 22nd October, a management-run service started 
operating; the company claimed the revised schedule was popular with the viewers. 23 
241 The strike finally ended on 3 November 1984, after 62 film editors agreed to the new 
conditions, while the ACTT agreed as well to start negotiations about the introductions 
of new technology. Additional episodes of network productions were screened to help 
clear the backlog, since no outside programmes were broadcast. Thames said: "We are 
delighted in the outcome of the dispute which we believe is in the best interests of 
everyone who works at Thames".25 


For the Thames board, the dispute represented a huge, but necessary, cost if the 
company was to expand its production operations profitably.2228 Profits at Thames 
dropped - from £14.1M in 1983/84 to £8.75M in 1984/85 - during the strike period, but 
were able to recover back to £14.6M in 1985/86 just before flotation on the stock 
market.24 


During April 1988, after successfully introducing new technologies and employing more 
freelance staff, Thames announced the loss of 200 jobs from its permanent workforce, 
which followed similar action from other ITV companies in a bid to slim down their 
workforce and alter working practices for economic reasons.” Thames made a further 
297 employees redundant as part of its restructuring plan to reduce its staff to 1,500 in 
preparation for the 1991 ITV franchise round.222% 


Area and ownership changes[edit] 


In 1982, The Independent Broadcasting Authority decided to change the Thames 
franchise area, which resulted in the Bluebell Hill transmitter in north Kent, its 
associated relays and the main relay at Tunbridge Wells being transferred from London 
to the new South and South-East of England, TVS franchise, in order to serve the new 
region better.&4 


In 1985, Carlton Communications had executed a failed take-over bid for Thames after 
Thorn EMI and British Electric Traction decided to sell their share of Thames. The deal 
was blocked by both Richard Dunn, chief executive of Thames, and by the IBA, which 
concluded ‘the proposal would lead to a major change in the nature and characteristic 
of a viable ITV programme company’. Carlton's owner, Michael Green, claimed that the 
decision left him ‘bewildered’ and said: 'We are surprised at the IBA's decision. I'm 
absolutely certain it would not have been a major change to Thames. We have always 
suggested that we would make absolutely sure the company would continue to be what 
it is at this moment in time.’ The IBA said it had nothing against Carlton owning part of 
an ITV company, but believed 'any' single ownership of an ITV company was 
undesirable. It has been said that Carlton chief executive Michael Green talked to the 
then Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher on the matter, which in turn may have helped to 
shape the 1990 Parliamentary Act which replaced the IBA with the Independent 
Television Commission and the change in franchise allocation procedures. 


Thames finally floated on the stock market in July 1986, after being blocked by the IBA 
in late 1982.22, The shares on offer were being sold by BET and Thorn EMI, which 
planned to reduce their shareholding from 100% down to 28.8%.24 A few days 
afterwards speculation appeared that Carlton had attempted to buy a sizable number of 
shares; Michael Green, chairman of Carlton, was quoted saying "I can't possibly 
comment" but a Thames spokesperson pointed out "It does seem quite likely, however, 
no one share holder can own more than 10% of our equity so it's difficult to see what 
they might have in mind".24 


During 1989 reports appeared that talks were taking place with Carlton about an agreed 
merger,” which resulted in no action. The flotation was not a great success, EMI and 
BET only managing to reduce their shares to 56.6%, with management acquiring much 
of the new stock. In March 1990, EMI and BET tried once again to Sell off their shares in 
Thames, with Cartlon and CLT (a Luxembourg-based media company) both in the 
running. eeu 


However, by October talks had stalled, with EMI and BET still controlling Thames before 
heading into the 1991 franchise round.2 


Franchise loss[edit] 


On 16 October 1991, Thames Television lost its weekday London ITV franchise from the 
beginning of January 1993 as a result of losing the silent auction used to renegotiate the 
new franchises.22 Thames bid £32.5 million while Carlton Television placed a bid of 
£43.2 million,“@ and since both Thames and Carlton were deemed to have passed the 
quality threshold, the franchise was awarded to Carlton for having submitted the higher 
cash bid. Some commentators consequently speculated that Thames had fallen victim 
to a 'government vendetta’, whilst others felt that the auction had been won fairly. 
Carlton chose to commission the vast majority of its production content from third 
parties, and rent studio and broadcasting space at LWT's London Studios. 


Thames was bullish after losing, since the company had made confidential contingency 
plans, which involved 1,000 redundancies and the closure of the Euston Road facility. 


The company believed it would become "Europe's most powerful Independent producer 
and programme distributor."“4 The Times quoted a spokesman the day after the 
announcement: "We can be more profitable this way, being forced out of broadcasting 
will save us £32.5m a year in bid payments, £30 million a year in advertising revenue 
taxes and about £10m in transmitter cost."“4 


The transition of ITV companies was never smooth, but Thames's bitterness stayed until 
the very end. In June 1992 Carlton and the ITV network centre had backed down over its 
demands for Thames to relinquish its right to broadcast repeats of its own 
programmings on rival channels for 10 years. Thames believed Carlton's demands were 
unreasonable and would have forced it to drop most networked programmes on ITV 
during the autumn of 1992.42 Thames chairman Richard Dunn publicly stated that 
Carlton chairman Michael Green had done everything in his power to obtain the London 
weekday franchise since being blocked by the IBA in 1985. Carlton was forced to 
advertise on LWT to promote its new programme line up until December 1992, following 
an acrimonious High Court dispute between Thames and Carlton over the selling of 
rights of hundreds of films in Thames's library. Carlton settled out of court for £13.1M.“2 


The loss of Thames's franchise was seen as controversial by many, and highly 
significant by most, given Thames's history within ITV, as a long-standing franchisee in 
its own right, its heritage from the start of the network through its founding parents ABC 
and Rediffusion London, and the fact that it was one of the major contributors of content 
to the ITV network. The auction method used to conduct the new franchise round was a 
significant change from previous rounds and was brought about by the 1990 
Broadcasting Act. Consequently, the franchise loss became a subject of political debate, 
with changes brought about by the 1990 act being cited as 'The primary reason for an 
operation such as Thames being able to lose its licence to broadcast’. That the then 
Conservative government had passed such an act caused accusations of direct 
responsibility to be levelled at former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in particular, 
who had presided over its creation. Opinions varied on the matter of political 
motivations; some cite the documentary "Death On The Rock", which may have caused 
displeasure to the then government,“ whilst others link it to a more general ideological 
dislike of the way ITV had been run at the time, with over-manning, and the fact that 
programme production was generally limited to franchise holders (sometimes critically 
referred to as barriers to entry), being seen as examples of why more commercial 
freedom and competition was needed within the network. teten neede 


Television and movies[edit] 


Documentary[edit] 


e This Is Your Life 
Comedy[edit] 


The Benny Hill Show 

Father, Dear Father 

The Morecambe & Wise Show 

Carry On Christmas Specials 

Bless This House 

The Edward Woodward Hour 

e For The Love Of Ada 

e Alcock and Gander 

e Thirty Minutes Worth 

e Love Thy Neighbour 

Alice Through the Looking Glass 

The Kenny Everett Video Show/Video Cassette 
Man About the House 

Never Mind the Quality, Feel the Width 
Robin's Nest 

George and Mildred 

Shelley 

Mr. Bean 


Men Behaving Badly 
Full House 


Game shows[edit] 


e Give Us a Clue 

e Name That Tune 

e Strike It Lucky 

e Take Your Pick! 

e Whodunnit? 

e Quick on the Draw 


Dramal[edit] 


e The Avengers 

e The Tomorrow People 

e Six Days of Justice 

e London Belongs To Me 

e The Mind of Mr. J.G. Reeder 

e Minder 

e The Rivals of Sherlock Holmes 
¢ Rumpole of the Bailey 

e Special Branch 
Factual[edit] 


e This Week 
e The World at War 
e Drive in 


e Database 


Branding and presentation[edit] 


The first idents to be used comprised a plain screen with the words ‘from Thames' 

written in white in the Helvetica font, and a vignette that resembled the famous ident, 
containing famous London landmarks. The first ident was used to signify programmes 
made at Rediffusion's old studios at Adastral House, the latter, shows that came from 


ABC's former Teddington Studios.“ Some programmes recorded at Teddington, such 
as some episodes of the 1969 series of "Callan" did, however, use the "from Thames" 
caption, indicating that they may have been edited at Adastral House rather than 


Teddington. Both of the company's logos were accompanied by a fanfare called Sa/ute 
to Thames, composed by Johnny Hawksworth. 


With the introduction of colour, the ident was remodelled on the vignette, this time 
using photographs rather than drawings. This ident was designed by agency Minale 
Tattersfield. It was originally shot by stop-frame animation on 16 mm film, then shot 
again on 35 mm film in 1976 and finally digitized on computer in 1984.4 All of these 
animations featured the same design, which consisted of the skyline slowly rolling up 
from the River Thames along with the logo, which was reflected briefly on the water and 
then quickly faded to its static position at the centre of the ident. 


The ident was finally withdrawn in the summer of 1989, when Thames celebrated its 
21st anniversary. The revised ident retained the London landmarks but contained them 
in a blue and orange triangle, pointing downwards, with three wavy blue lines to 
represent the river and the words 'Thames XxXI' in the orange part of the triangle. it was 
this logo which was used on the first ITV branding idents on 4 September 1989.42 


A new ident was launched on 3 September 1990, featuring a redesigned triangle logo 
containing Big Ben, the British Telecom Tower, the dome of St Paul's 

Cathedral and Tower Bridge. Initially, this ident was used only before local programmes; 
a modified ITV generic ident featuring this new logo was used for networked shows. 
Once Thames learned it was to lose its franchise to Carlton, the ITV-branded ident was 
dropped in favour of the local ident which was used at all times from 4 November 1991 
until 31 December 1992. 


THAMES TELEVISION 


Start of Thames ITV generic ident 


THAMES 
TELEVISION 


Final Thames ident 


From 1992[edit] 


Thames Television was involved in an attempt to win the new Channel 5 licence “251 
54 when it was first advertised in the spring of 1992. Thames was the main shareholder 
in a consortium (alongside Warner Bros. Television and others) called Channel Five 
Holdings. The consortium became the only bidder for the licence in December 1992 
after two other groups dropped out.&! However the ITC rejected the bid as a result of 
concerns about its business plan and investor backing.©! The deadline was therefore 
extended twice before the licence was handed to Channel 5 Broadcasting Limited. = 


This Is Your Life ran on ITV for 26 years until around 1995 when ITV cancelled it and the 
series was re-commissioned by the BBC, with Thames continuing to produce it. The 
corporation ended the series in 2003.22 The Bill continued on ITV until 2010. 


Following the loss of Thames's franchise, the Euston Road base of Thames was sold off 
and demolished. The site of the studios is currently occupied by Triton Square and the 
registered headquarters of the British operation of Spanish bank Santander. The studios 
at Teddington were sold to a management buy-out team and were part of the Pinewood 
Group, owners of both Pinewood and Shepperton Studios. 


Thames Television was acquired by Pearson Television in the summer of 1993. 

54 Pearson Television was itself sold by Pearson plc to the RTL Group in 2000, and 
rebranded as FremantleMedia in 2001. In 2003, Thames Television was merged with 
another FremantleMedia subsidiary, Talkback (founded by comedians Mel 

Smith and Griff Rhys Jones in 1981) to form Talkback Thames. That subsidiary was split 
into four new production companies at the start of 2012, with the 

new Thames producing light entertainment programming. 


Culture[edit] 
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Thames is often quoted as a prime example of a good commercial public-service 
broadcaster with shows covering all aspects of the spectrum and the largest producer in 
the network. Its shows achieved massive audiences and are still remembered many 
years later. This is sometimes attributed to the culture of the company, which could be 
claimed to be a continuation of that at ABC. This station was more highly regarded by 
the ITA (amongst others) than Rediffusion whose programming was seen as 
downmarket and whose management-style was viewed as high-handed. The two 
companies allowed Thames independence (although in later years there were 
accuSations that they both treated the company as a cash cow). 


The children's department also spawned the independent production company Tetra 
Films, which would later revive some classic Thames children's programmes for ITV 

- The Tomorrow People (1992-5, in association with Thames-owned Reeves 
Entertainment for ITV and Nickelodeon) and Rainbow (1994/96, for HTV) - along with a 
range of original film and television productions. 


See also[edit] 


e Euston Films 

e Talkback Thames 

e Thames Silents 

e Associated-Rediffusion 
e ABC Weekend TV 

e Carlton Television 


e London Weekend Television 
e ITV (TV network) 
e History of ITV 
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This is a timeline of the history of Thames Television and its predecessor Associated- 
Rediffusion. 


Associated Rediffusion[edit] 


e 1955 
o 22 September - At 7.15 pm, ITV goes on air for the first time when Associated- 
Rediffusion starts broadcasting on weekdays to the London area. 


e 1956 
o 6 January - The first edition of current affairs programme This Week is broadcast. 


e 1957 to 1963 
o No events. 


e 1964 
o 6 April- The name Associated-Rediffusion is dropped in favour of Rediffusion 
London, to reflect the cultural changes of the time, and output altered 
accordingly. 


e 1965 
o No events. 


e 1966 
o No events. 


e 1967 

o October - The Independent Television Authority announces that there was no 
place for Rediffusion in the redrawn franchise pattern.™ Also, ABC 
Television loses all its franchises along with the rights to take over the Midlands, 
held by ATV, or the London Weekend franchise, awarded to the London 
Television Consortium. ABPC, the parent company of ABC and BET, the parent 
company of Rediffusion, created Thames as a separate entity. Rediffusion's 
parent company, BET, takes a 49% stake in Thames, and was under-represented 
in the management of the new company - a state of affairs to which Rediffusion 
strongly objected. The ITA replied that either Thames or ABC take over. 
Rediffusion chose Thames. 


e 1968 


o 29 july - Rediffusion London's last night on air. 


Thames[edit] 
1960S[edit] 


e 1968 
o 30 July - Thames Television starts broadcasting. 
o 2 August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 


e 1969 
o 17 November - Thames begins broadcasting in colour. 
o 19 November - Thames revives This Is Your Life, five years after it disappeared 
from BBC screens. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 
o Following the launch of colour broadcasts, Thames’ famous ident is given a 
makeover and the drawings are replaced by photographs. It was to be used for 
the next 19 years.2 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ITV is able to launch an afternoon service. 


e 1973 
o 31 October - The first of 26 episodes of The World at War is broadcast. It took 
four years to produce. 


e 1974 
o No events. 


e 1975 
o No events. 


e 1976 
o 1 December - Bill Grundy’s infamous interview with The Sex Pistols takes place 
on Thames’ teatime magazine show Today. 


e 1977 
o May -A strike occurs when production assistants at Thames refuse to operate 
new video equipment. Thames proceeded to sack all the technicians for breach 
of contract. The following month, both sides backed down over the issues, with 
all technicians returning to work. 


o 12 September - Today is replaced by a more conventional news 
magazine Thames at Six. 


e 1978 
o 5 September - Thames launches a lunchtime regional news bulletin. 


e 1979 
o 6 August - A strike, initiated at Thames, spreads to the entire ITV network, apart 
from Channel, forcing ITV off air for ten weeks. 
o 25 September - This Week ends its first run. It is replaced for the next seven 
years by TV Eye. 
o Thames News at Six is renamed Thames News. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o 28 April - A late night Thames News bulletin is launched. It had originally been 
planned to launch at the same time as the lunchtime bulletin but was delayed 
due to union problems. 


e 1981 
o No events. 


e 1982 

o 1 January - 

= Thames (and LWT) are no longer able to broadcast to north west Kent due to 
the Bluebell Hill transmitter near Maidstone being transferred to the 
new Television South, as part of the creation of the south and south east 
franchise." 

= Thames loses 105 minutes of transmission time on Fridays when the 
handover to LWT is moved back from 7 pm to 5.15 pm. 

o 8 January - Due to the earlier Friday start, LWT becomes contractually 
responsible for providing a Friday London news service. Rather than launch its 
own news service, LWT pays Thames to provide a 15-minute insert into The Six 
O'Clock Show, LWT’s Friday teatime magazine. The bulletin is called Thames 
Weekend News. 


e 1983 
o 1 February - Following the launch of ITV’s breakfast television service, TV-am, 
Thames’ broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 


e 1984 

o 27 August - The first of two strikes over new shift patterns takes place. It is 
resolved on 3 September. 

o 16 October - The Bill launches as a regular programme, just over a year after a 
one-off episode - Woodentop - was shown. 

o 17 October - Another strike begins over the same issue, and also over new 
technologies. By the 3rd day a management-operated schedule had been 
introduced. 


o 3 November - The strike finally ends, after 62 film editors agreed to the new 
conditions, while the ACTT agreed as well to start negotiations about the 
introductions of new technology. Additional episodes of network productions 
were screened to help clear the backlog. 

o The Thames ident is computerised.” 


e 1985 

o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 

o January - Thames does a deal with the international distributors for US 
production company Lorimar to purchase the UK broadcasting rights for US 
drama Dallas, at that time transmitted on BBCI. This broke a gentlemen's 
agreement between the two sides not to poach each other's imported shows. 


e 1986 
o 11 September - After a seven year hiatus, This Week returns. 


e 1987 
o 1June - Thames launches Thames Into the Night, broadcasting until around 
4am. 
o 17 August - Thames begins 24-hour transmissions.” 
o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 


e 1988 
o Atthe start of 1988, weekend contractor LWT launches its own regional news 
service, ending the agreement whereby Thames produced the Friday evening 
regional news insert into LWT’s Friday might magazine programme The Six 
O'Clock Show. 
o 8 April - Thames transmits the controversial documentary Death on the Rock as 
part of its This Week series. 


e 1989 
o July - To mark its 21st anniversary, the famous skyline ident is replaced with a 
new logo.®! 
o 1 September - Thames adopts the new corporate ITV logo. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o 3 September - Thames launches what will be its final ident.2% 


e 1991 
o April- Thames, in conjunction with LWT, launches a new overnight strand /TV 
Night Time.“ 
o 16 October - Thames loses its ITV licence to Carlton Television due to it not 
being the highest bidder.22 


e 1992 


o Spring - Totry to continue as a television broadcaster, Thames gets involved 
with a bid for the new Channel 5 licence. 4 The bid is unsuccessful when 
the Independent Television Commission rejected it on concerns about its 
business plan and investor backing.24 

o 1 November - Thames joins with the BBC to launch UK Gold. The channel shows 
programmes from the Thames and BBC archives. 

o 17 December - Ahead of the loss of its franchise, the final edition of the Thames 
Television-produced current affairs series This Week is broadcast. 

o 31 December - At 11:59 pm Thames stops broadcasting as after the chimes of 
Big Ben, the new licensee, Carlton Television takes over as franchise holder for 
London weekdays. 


e 1993 
o After losing its franchise, Thames continues to operate as a programme maker 
meaning that many of its popular shows continue to be seen. These include The 
Bill and This Is Your Life. 
o Summer - Thames is acquired by Pearson Television." 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 


e History of ITV television idents 
e Timeline of ITV 


e Timeline of London Weekend Television 
e Timeline of Carlton Television 
e Timeline of television in London 
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Teddington Studios 


Location within Greater London 


General information 


Status Demolished 


Type Television studios 


Location Broom Road, Teddington, Greater London, 


United Kingdom 


Address Broom Road, Teddington, Greater London, 


United Kingdom 


Country England 


\51.4287°N 0.3217°WCoordinates: *# 
51.4287°N 0.3217°W 


Coordina 


tes 


Complete 1910s 
d 


Cost £2.7m (2005) 
Client ITV, BBC, Channel 4, Channel 5, Sky 
Owner Pinewood Group (final leaseholder) 
Website 
Official website 


Teddington Studios was a large British television studio in Teddington, London 
Borough of Richmond upon Thames, providing studio facilities for programmes airing on 
the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, Channel 5, Sky1 and others. The complex also provided studio 
space for channel continuity. The site was run by the Pinewood Studios Group. 


Pinewood Group's lease on Teddington Studios expired in 2014. The studios are being 
demolished to be turned into housing, with programmes made there having moved to 
other facilities.’ The studio buildings will be replaced by three modern apartment blocks 
and other smaller houses, with the view towards the river from Broom Road opened up. 


History[edit] 


The studio began in the early 20th century as film studios when stockbroker Henry 
Chinnery, owner of Weir House, Teddington, allowed filmmakers to use his greenhouse 
as a studio. Dedicated studio facilities were then built in the 1910s. The studio was 
greatly expanded by a partnership of filmmaker E. G. Norman and actor Henry Edwards, 
and renamed Teddington Film Studios Limited in 1931. 


After only one production, Stranglehold (1931), the studio was acquired by Warner 
Brothers to turn out so-called "quota quickies" - British-made films which fulfilled a legal 
quota (created by the Cinematograph Films Act 1927) before American-made films 
could be shown. Warner Bros.-First National continued to make US/UK coproductions at 
Teddington until The Dark Tower (1943). One Teddington Studios production Murder at 
Monte Carlo (1934) with Errol Flynn in his first major film role, is considered a lost film. 
The studio was seriously damaged in a V-2 attack in July 1944, in which Jack L. Warner's 
studio manager, and family member, Doc Salomon was killed while recording the 
attack. 


By the 1950s the studio's fortunes had declined, but in 1958 it was bought 

by Associated British Corporation (ABC) for use as a television studio. When ABC was 
replaced by Thames Television (in which ABC's parent company had a 51% stake), 
Teddington Studios became the main production centre for Thames's entertainment 
programming (e.g. gameshows, children's programmes, dramas and comedy), 

while documentary shows, news and sports programming were made at 

Thames's Euston Road headquarters. 


After Thames lost its ITV franchise to Carlton Television, which took over in 1993, the 
studio became independent. Without a major broadcaster or studio group owning the 
studios, their future was questioned (as Carlton was going to commission most of its 
entertainment programming from independent producers), but it survived and stayed 
independent for 13 years, when in 2005, the Pinewood Studios Group bought the 
complex for £2.7m.2 Teddington was also the home of British TV Casino show Smart 
Live Casino until they moved to Picadilly Studios. 


The media company Haymarket owned the Teddington Studios site from 2004 and 
occupied some of it from 2006. Part of the site was leased to Pinewood until 2014. 
Haymarket announced in June 2013 that it planned to redevelop the site into homes, 
meaning the end of Teddington Studios. In February 2016 it was reported that the site 
was being demolished to make way for a 213-flat development, the land having been 
sold to Singaporean firm City Developers for a reputed £80 million.“ 


TV studios and facilities[edit] 
The site consisted of 8 studios in total, as well as post production editing facilities. 
Studio 1[edit] 


Studio 1 was Teddington's largest studio at nearly 8,900 square feet (827 m?). It was a 
fully digital widescreen studio, with audience seating for 500, making it popular for 
programmes such as Harry Hill's TV Burp for ITV and sitcoms The Green Green 

Grass, After You've Gone, My Family, My Hero, Reggie Perrin and Not Going Out (all for 
BBC One). 


Other notable productions made in Studio 1 included Men Behaving Badly (ITV and 
BBC), Pop Idol (ITV), Birds of a Feather (BBC and ITV), one series of Parkinson and Black 
Books (Channel 4).& 


Historically, many classic series were recorded in Studio 1. These include all of Tommy 
Cooper's shows produced by Thames Television (1973-1980), The Benny Hill 

Show, Bless This House, George and Mildred, Man About the House and long-running 
light entertainment series such as This is Your Life and Opportunity Knocks. The final 
four series made by Morecambe and Wise were also produced at Teddington's Studio 1 
by Thames Television. 


Studio 2[edit] 


Studio 2 measured nearly 5,700 square feet (530 m?) and has been the home to shows 
such as the early series of The Sooty Show, Today with Des and Mel! for ITV, Kilroy for 
the BBC and the first series of Trisha after moving to Channel 5. This studio was popular 
for programmes which required intimate medium-sized space, like Bremner, Bird and 
Fortune for Channel 4. 


Studio 3[edit] 


Studio 3 was a much smaller studio at 2,098 square feet (195 m?) and was home to 
many music shows productions and television commercials. 


Studio 4[edit] 


Studio 4 was a small studio at 1,475 square feet (137 m?). CBeebies used the studio 
before moving back to BBC Television Centre in 2010 and then moving 
to MediaCityUK in 2011. 


Studio 5[edit] 
Another small studio, Studio 5 was home to The Chinese Channel. 
Studio 6[edit] 
Until early 2008, this was a small studio at 594 square feet (55 m2). 
Studio 7[edit] 


Built on the site of the prop store for Studio 2, this small studio was built within weeks 
for participation TV channel QuizCall, whose content is produced using widescreen 
cameras. The studio has been used for Dick and Dom's Funny Business! and 

sitcom Starlings for Sky1. 


Studio 8[edit] 
This studio, also small, was the home of High Flyer which produced Racing UK. 
Other facilities[edit] 


Like many studios, Teddington also included set and prop storage, green rooms, 
wardrobe and makeup and provided car parking. However, many businesses were 
based at Teddington, providing products/services that catered for all production needs. 


An office within the facilities was used to film The Office”! 
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This article is about Carlton Television, the London weekday franchisee. For the 
Midlands franchisee which Carlton rebranded to Carlton Central, see ITV Central. For the 
South West franchisee which Carlton rebranded to Carlton Westcountry, see ITV 
Westcountry. 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
“EN citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Carlton 

Television" - news " newspapers « books = scholar » JSTOR (November 
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Carlton Television 


CARIION™ 


The Carlton region when it lost its identity in 2002 


Type 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitte 


rs 


Headquart 


ers 


Broadcast 
area 


Owner 


Dissolved 


Picture 
format 


Affiliation 


Official 
website 


Language 


Region of television network 


Carlton 


England 


1 January 1993; 26 years ago 


Crystal Palace 


The London Studios, London 


London and parts of the South East 


Carlton Communications 
lost on-air identity on 
25 October 2002 (now known as ITV at 


all times) 


16:9 576i 


www.itv.com/news/london 


English 


Replaced Thames Television 


Replaced b ITV London 
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Carlton Television (now part of the non-franchised ITV London region) was 

the ITV franchise holder for London and the surrounding counties from 9.25am every 
Monday to 5.15pm every Friday. The company is now managed with London Weekend 
Television as a single entity (ITV London), but the two companies are still separately 
licensed. The station is owned and operated by ITV plc under the licensee of ITV 
Broadcasting Limited. Carlton has been branded on air as 'ITV1' since 28 October 2002, 
and as 'ITV' since 14 January 2013. Carlton legally exists as Carlton Television Ltd 
currently listed on Companies House as a privately owned company. As Carlton's name 
has no relation to its region, its on-screen identity has been completely removed (along 
with those of HTV, LWT and GMTV). Other regions have kept their original company 
name as a region name and in their local news name. 


Formation([edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Carlton Television 


Carlton Television was originally set up by Michael Green's Carlton Communications to 
bid for an ITV franchise after Green failed to buy into Thames Television, the London 
franchise, in 1985.2 On 16 October 1991, Carlton won the 'Channel 3' franchise to 
broadcast to London during weekdays from January 1993, as a result of winning the 
silent auction used to renegotiate the new ITV franchises. Thames bid £32.5M, while 
Carlton Television placed a bid of £43.2M“ and CPV-TV placed a bid of £45.3M. CPV-TV 
was the highest bidder, but was eliminated for failing the quality threshold; since both 
Thames and Carlton were deemed to have passed the quality threshold, the franchise 
was awarded to Carlton for having submitted the higher cash bid of the remaining two 
companies. Some commentators consequently speculated that Thames had fallen 
victim to a 'government vendetta’, whilst others felt that the auction had been won 
fairly. 


Carlton did not buy Thames' studios, instead opting to rent transmission space at 

LWT's London studios. Also, unlike Thames which was both a production company and a 
broadcaster, Carlton chose to commission all of its programming from independent 
production companies. 


Launch[edit] 


Carlton started broadcasting at the stroke of midnight on 1 January 1993, with the 
station's first programme A Carlton New Year, produced jointly by The Pozzitive 
Production Company and Michael Hurll Television, and presented by Chris Tarrant. 
is} Aptly, its first commercial break featured an advert for the Vauxhall Carlton. = 


Broadcasting[edit] 


In May 1994, Independent Television Commission criticised a number of ITV stations as 
part of its review for the first 12 months of the new franchise in 1993. Carlton was 


condemned for providing a wide range of "unimpressive and very disappointing" 
programmes for the ITV network, which were "neither distinctive nor noticeable high 
quality". This criticism came after Carlton and Granada secretly planned to axe News 
at Ten in the chase for ratings, a move which was foiled by the ITC.™ Carlton responded 
by angrily stating that "In the first year, Carlton launched 43 brand new series and 20 
new single programmes, sustained audience levels and played a full part in ITV network, 
successes far outweighed failures". A few days later, Carlton won two awards from the 
Royal television society programme and tech awards in London; Margie Clarke was 
named: "Best female presenter" for Carlton's "Good Sex Guide" while "Old Bear Stories" 
won the Children's Entertainment award.24 


During a 1994 review, ITC commented that Carlton had made improvements, in its 
factual and drama output, while its Children's programmes was "Impressive", but more 
remained to be achieved.“4 In 1995, its regional programming was regarded as high 
quality but with few innovations, The Good Sex Guide was guilty of breaching taste and 
decency requirements with little educational classifications, which resulted in the 
company receiving two written warnings from the ITC.22 Once again in 1997 the 
company was criticised for failing to ensure its programming complied with programmes 
code, while the number of formal interventions from the ITC had increased from four in 
1995 to eight, but its regional programming continued to be of high quality.22 In 1998, 
the company escaped receiving any criticism from the ITC.24 


Factual inaccuracy in 1996 documentary[edit] 


Carlton found itself at the centre of a major controversy about truthfulness in broadcast 
journalism in May 1998, when The Guardian carried a series of articles alleging the 
wholesale fabrication of a much-garlanded 1996 Carlton documentary, The Connection, 
which had purported to film the route by which heroin was smuggled into the United 
Kingdom from Colombia. An internal inquiry at Carlton found that The Guardian's 
allegations were in large part correct and the then industry regulator, the ITC, punished 
Carlton with a record £2-million fine! for multiple breaches of the UK's broadcasting 
codes. The scandal led to an impassioned debate about the accuracy of documentary 
production. nesu 


Expansion[edit] 


Changes in legislation concerning media ownership enabled Carlton to buy out many of 
the other ITV stations, including Central Independent Television, Westcountry, and part 
of HTV (via Granada), as well as the rights to the archives of ITC Entertainment and its 
former sister company ATV. Rank Film Distributors, including its library of 740 films, was 
purchased by Carlton in 1997 for £65 million.“ HTV was the only region owned by 
Carlton not to be subject to a full rebrand as Carlton. Both "HTV West" and "HTV Wales" 
stayed with their then-current idents; however upon Carlton's purchase, the animated 
introduction and music to the idents were replaced by the sequences and audio in use 
with Carlton's graphical package. The logo and endboard of the ident remained 
unchanged however, using the generic hearts look of 1999. Carlton also did not acquire 
most of HTV's production facilities, most of which Granada retained. 


The ITC archive is financially lucrative since it includes such popular shows 

as Thunderbirds, The Prisoner, and The Saint, as well as feature films such as On Golden 
Pond. Carlton released much of the Rank library on video and DVD via its own label in 
the UK, and via A & E Home Video, Acorn Media, MGM Home Entertainment, and Lions 
Gate Home Entertainment in the USA. A large number of these films were shown on 
Carlton's digital movie channel, Carlton Cinema; however, it closed in March 2003. The 


merger with Granada led to the use of the Carlton name falling into disuse, and Carlton 
Video became part of Granada Ventures. 


ITV Digital[edit] 


In 1997 Carlton formed a partnership with Granada and BSkyB to bid for some of the 
multiplexes for the new digital terrestrial network. In June it was successful in its 
application, and began the service, OnDigital, under the condition BSkyB withdrew from 
the group.2 


Merger and unification[edit] 


In September 2002, Carlton and Granada, having now acquired all the franchises 

in England and Wales, made the decision to remove all regional idents, continuity and 
branding, and replace them with the single brand, ITV1. English regional idents were to 
only precede regional programming, and regional announcements were pre-recorded 
from London (Wales gets on-screen recognition prior to all programming, see /TV1 
Wales). Unlike Granada-owned regions, Carlton used dual-branding on its regional 
idents with the Carlton logo, so the Carlton Westcountry and Carlton Central regions 
were simply known as /TV1 Carlton. Granada-owned franchises preferred simply to 
place text of the region name under the ITV1 logo. This went on until December 2003, 
when Carlton dropped the practice, resulting in changing the brands from Carlton 
Centralto ITV1 for Central England, from Carlton Westcountry to ITV1 for the 
Westcountry. The HTV regions were re-branded /TV1 Wales and /TV1 West of England in 
2002. 


On 2 February 2004, Carlton Communications plc merged with Granada plc, creating ITV 
plc, which now owns all of the ITV franchises in England and Wales under the /TV1 brand 
(Wales still uses its own on-screen identity as ITV1 Wales, but now also uses English 
ITV1 continuity since 16 January 2006). The three English Carlton ITV regions were 
reverted to their previous names: /TV1 for Central England again became /TV1 

Central, ITV1 West of England became /TV1 West and /TV1 for the 

Westcountry became /TV1 Westcountry, prior to regional programming in their 
respective areas. 


ITV London{[edit] 


Main article: ITV London 


Since 28 October 2002, Carlton Television (in common with all the other ITV companies, 
except Scottish Television, Grampian Television, Ulster Television and Channel 
Television) has been known on air simply as ITV1 (London Weekdays). Unlike London 
Weekend Television, Carlton Television did not note the last day (25/10/02) of its 
regional identity on-air. However, the Carlton brand continued to be seen on production 
captions until 2004. Since Carlton and London Weekend Television now use identical 
presentation and logos, the division between the London weekday and weekend 
franchises is now invisible, although the old LWT - now ITV1 (London Weekends) - does 
have London Weekend Weather, which is sponsored by a different company to that of 
London Weekdays. 


With the merger of Carlton and Granada, Carlton Television and LWT are now run as a 
single entity (ITV London), with a single management team appointed to both 
companies. Both continue to have a separate legal existence however, and still have 
separate licences, although this is now just a formality. 


Upon merger, Carlton lost recognition to programmes made by their companies, which 
became branded as Granada and the relevant area, for example, all programmes made 
in London became branded as Granada London. From 16 January 2006, all programmes 
produced by any ITV plc owned region were branded as ITV Productions and in 2009 this 
became ITV Studios. 


Studios[edit] 


Carlton was a publisher broadcaster who never made any of their own programming 
themselves. Carlton productions that required studio space were booked at Lenton Lane 
when Carlton bought Central Independent Television in 1994, obtaining the 

company's Nottingham studios and gained the in-house production arm. The studios 
were booked by independent production companies. 


Carlton were originally based in a small office building in St. Martin's Lane in Central 
London, with transmission being provided by studios in London and managed by London 
News Network, a joint company between Carlton and London Weekend Television that 
also provided a seven-day news service. 


Following the creation of ITV plc in 2004, Carlton's office in St. Martin's Lane was 
vacated and the operations transferred to The London Studios, albeit as part of the ITV 
plc operations housed there. This has now moved to the HD Technicolor Playout Centre 
at Chiswick. 


Identity[edit] 
Launch ident[edit] 


Carlton's on-screen identity was launched on 1 January 1993 with an ident package 
featuring London personalities. These people, who lived and worked in the capital would 
appear against a brightly coloured background with the Carlton logo in the top left 
corner, and would say the phrase, "This is Carlton, television for London", or other 
variations of the theme. In excess of sixty idents were produced and used from 1993. 
This was replaced by a single montage of individuals used from later on in the year until 
1 September 1995. 


1995[edit] 


On 4 September 1995,2% a new in-house look was launched featuring changing 
backgrounds of colours with a translucent Carlton logo in the centre of the screen, 
becoming opaque and white at the end of the ident. These idents lasted until 22 
November 1996, but were deemed not exciting or brash enough for Carlton executives. 


1996[edit] 


Lambie-Nairn devised the new set on 25 November 1996,2" featuring the Carlton logo 
against a brightly coloured background and various animations occurring. This could be 
interaction between other letters in the name, letters being replaced by objects, or the 
letters becoming part of something larger, such as a crossword of places in London. 
Thirty sequences were produced, including some designed especially to introduce 
certain programmes, and versions for Central were also introduced two years later on 
20 April 1998. These idents were used until 3 September 1999. 


1999[edit] 


On 6 September 1999,22 Carlton's boldest rebrand yet occurred, and it was also to be its 
last. While other regions were about to adopt the 'Hearts' generic look, Carlton refused 
the look and instead adopted a package that related back to the Hearts, but put their 
own distinct take on it. Lambie-Nairn was once again commissioned, and a dozen idents 
were produced and were used depending on the programme to go before it. The idents 
featured opening films featuring a heart shape, before a star shaped light is emitted 
from the heart shape, before the screen changes to the Carlton logo, now with added 
star in top right corner, against a spinning stars background of different colours, with 
ITV logo beneath. This look has received criticism, not concerning the idents 
themselves, but because these idents replaced the brands used by 

both Central and Westcountry. It later reached Wales, with the intro retained, but the 
end board was of the spinning ITV Hearts with the HTV logo. 


Continuity announcers[edit] 


Carlton used a number of continuity announcers throughout the years. 


Hilary Holden (1994-1997) 


Mark Lipscomb (1993-2002) (only Thames continuity announcer to work for ¢ 


its successor franchisee) 

David Allan (1995-2002) 

Graham Bannerman (1993-2002) 
Adrian Finighan (1993) 


Productions[edit] 
Network[edit] 


Some notable Carlton commissions are listed below: 


99-1 (1994-95) 

Alphabet Castle (1993-95) 
Anybody's Nightmare (2001) 
Bananas in Pyjamas (1992) 

Babes in the Wood (1998-99) 

Bad Blood (1999) 

The Beat (1993-95) 

Bertie and Elizabeth (2002) 

Body and Soul (1993) 

Bodyguards (1996-97) 

Bramwell (1995-98) 

The Brief (2004-05) 

Brighton Belles (1993-94) 
Catchphrase (1994-2002; previously produced by TVS/Meridian between 
1986 and 1993) 

Class Act (1994-95) 

“The Clive James Show” (1995-97) 
Crazy Cottage (1996-98) 

The Chrystal Rose Show (1993-96) 
Dave Allen (TV series) (1993) 


Fiona Goldman (19 
Erica Longdon (20( 
John Mckenzie (20( 
Peter Tompkins (2( 


Michael Ball (1993- 
Mopatop's Shop (1' 
Monsignor Renard 
Murder in Suburbie 
Noah's Ark (1997-‘ 
Old Bear Stories (1 
Police Camera Acti 
Pollyanna (2003) 
The Railway Childr 
Rebecca (1997) 
Starstreet (2001-0 
A Statement of Aff. 
Talking Telephone 
Terror Towers (199 
Timbuctoo (1997) 
The 10%ers (1993- 
The Big Story (199 
The Little Picture S 


The Unforgettable 
The Unknown Sold 


Element of Doubt (1996) 

Fortysomething (2003) 

Frank Stubbs Promotes (1993-94) 

Frontiers (1996) 

The Good Sex Guide (1993-94) 

Goodnight Mister Tom (1998) 

Good Sex Guide Abroad (1995) 

Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids 

Head over Heels (1993) 

Heat of the Sun (1998) 

Into The Blue (1997)22 

The Hypnotic World of Paul McKenna (1993-97) 
Is It Legal? (1995-96; the series moved to Channel 4 in 1998, though still 
produced by Hartswood Films) 

Lose A Million (1993) 

Loved by You (1997-98) 

Mad for It (1998-2000) 


Regionalf[edit] 


Big City (1993-95)2 

Blues and Twos (1993-98)& 
Carlton Debate (1996-2002) 
Carlton Country (1996-2003) 
Carlton People (1994-99) 
Carlton Sport (1993-2004) 
Capital Futures (1994) 
Capital Lives (1995) 

Capital Woman (1993-97) 


Too Good to be Trt 
TV's Naughtiest Bl 
Tots TV (1993-199: 
them in 1996) 

Schofield's TV Golc 
Scavengers (1994- 
Sharman (1995-96 
Sport in Question ( 
Transylvania Pet S. 
The Vault (2002-0¢ 
The Vice (1999-20: 
Wilderness (1996) 
Who Wants to Be é 
A Woman's Guide i 


Crown And Countr) 
First Edition (1997- 
Going Undergroun 
One in 5 Million (1° 
Revelations (1995- 
Television)&2 

The Frost Program. 
The Sports Show (1 
The Tube (2003-05 
Who Cares Wins (1 


For other details about local news and non-news programmes for London, see London 
News Network. 


Other ventures[edit] 


Between 1996 and 2003, Carlton owned a number of extra channels, carried initially on 
analogue cable, and also later on their flagship platform, ONdigital too, although none of 
them ever made it onto Sky Digital. However, three closed in 2000; and all five were 
closed by 2003. Most were closed due to funding issues and lack of loyal viewership. 


They all time-shared on three EPG positions. Carlton Food Network and Carlton 
Select shared a channel, Carlton Kids, Carlton World, and another channel named 
'RAW!' shared the second. Carlton Cinema received an EPG position of its own, but 
would be periodically closed down to provide bandwidth for "On Sport 2" during the 


ONdigital days. 


Carlton Cinemal[edit] 
Main article: Carlton Cinema (TV channel) 


Carlton Cinema was the Carlton channel which showed classic movies, but also 


unusually for a movie channel, cartoons. This ceased transmission on 31 March 2003, 
the last of the five Carlton channels to do so. 


Carlton Select[edit] 
Main article: Carlton Select 


Carlton Select was the main entertainment channel from Carlton, and broadcast both in 
the UK and Africa. It time-shared with the Carlton Food Network, and ceased 
transmission in March 2000. 


Carlton World[edit] 
Main article: Carlton World 


Carlton World was a general entertainment and factual channel broadcast in the 
evenings, with sister channel Carlton Kids broadcast in the daytime. This ceased 
transmission in 2000. 


Carlton Kids[edit] 
Main article: Carlton Kids 


Carlton Kids was a children's channel and showed most of all of Carlton's children's 
imports, and programming from Carlton's regions. Time-shared with Carlton World, it 
ceased transmission in 2000. 


Carlton Food Network[edit] 
Main article: Carlton Food Network 


Carlton Food Network was the Carlton channel devoted to cookery, and time-shared 
with Carlton Select. It was later re-branded 'Taste CFN', and ceased transmission in late 
2001. 
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Timeline of Carlton Television 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This is 


a timeline of the history of Carlton Television. 


1980s[edit] 
e 1985 
o 11 October - Carlton Television is set up by Carlton Communications to bid for 


an ITV franchise after the Independent Broadcasting Authority stops Carlton 
Communications from buying Thames Television.” 


e 1987 


(0) 


16 March - Carlton Communications acquires a 20 per cent of Central 
from Ladbrokes for £30million@ which finally gave Carlton its first stake in a 


terrestrial broadcasting company, after a bid to buy Thames Television was 
blocked by the IBA two years beforehand. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1991 
o 16 October - Carlton Television is awarded the licence to provide London’s 
weekday service by outbidding Thames Television.“ Carlton had not been the 
highest bidder as CPV-TV had bid just over £2 million more (£45.32 million 
compared to Carlton’s £43.2 million) but it had failed to pass the quality 
threshold test. 


e 1992 


o Carlton and LWT create a 50/50 joint venture called London News Network to 
provide both franchisees with news and non-news regional programming. 


e 1993 
o 1 January - At midnight, Carlton Television begins broadcasting. 
o London Tonight launches as the new news service for both Carlton and LWT. 


e 1994 
o January - Carlton Communications takes full ownership of Central. 
o 30 May - The Independent Television Commission criticises Carlton for providing 
a wide range of "unimpressive and very disappointing" programmes for the ITV 
network, which were "neither distinctive nor noticeable high quality”. 


e 1995 
o 4 September - Carlton launches a new set of idents.{ 


e 1996 
o Carlton Television buys Westcountry Television and increased its stake in Central 


Independent Television to 81%. 

o 1 September - Carlton Food Network launches. It becomes Carlton’s first cable 
channel, It operates on weekday daytimes, timesharing with SelecTV. 

o 25 November - 


= Just over a year after its last ident refresh, Carlton launches a new set of 
idents.4 


= London Today, a 30-minute lunchtime edition of London Tonight is launched. 


e 1997 

o 14 February - Carlton Select, is launched. It replaces SelecTV, which it acquired 
when Carlton bought Pearson Television. 

o 2 April - Carlton buys Rank Film Distributors, including its library of 740 films, for 
£65 million.22 

o 25 June - Carlton forms a partnership with Granada and BSkyB to bid for some of 
the multiplexes for the new digital terrestrial network and is successful in its 
application under the condition that BSkyB withdrew from the group.“4 


e 1998 


o May - The Guardian publishes a series of articles alleging the wholesale 
fabrication of a 1996 Carlton documentary, The Connection, which had purported 
to film the route by which heroin was smuggled into the United Kingdom 
from Colombia. An internal inquiry at Carlton found that The Guardian's 
allegations were in large part correct and the ITC, fines Carlton £2-million.“2 for 
multiple breaches of the UK's broadcasting codes. 

o 15 November - OnDigital launches and Carlton launches three new channels for 
the service - Carlton Cinema, Carlton Kids and Carlton World. The service also 
carries Carlton Food Network and Carlton Select. 


1999 

o 6 September - Carlton drops the Central Independent 
Television and Westcountry Television names from their on-air presentation, 
instead branding these regions as Carlton Television, and using the same 
presentation for all three regions." 


2000s[edit] 


2000 
o 1 February - Carlton World and Carlton Kids stop broadcasting. 24223 
o 1 March - Carlton Select stops broadcasting.2@ 


2001 

o May - Following the signing of a joint venture with supermarket 
chain Sainsbury's, Carlton Food Network is renamed Taste CFN.24 

o 11 July - Carlton and Granada relaunch OnDigital as ITV Digital in an attempt to 
better compete with Sky.2 

o September - London Today is broadcast for the final time. 

o 1 December - Taste CFN stops broadcasting. 


2002 

o 27 March - ITV Digital goes into administration.“ 

o 1 May - ITV Digital stops broadcasting .2224) 

o 28 October - The remaining two ITV companies in England, Carlton and Granada, 
decide to drop all regional identities and replace them with a single ITV1 
branding although the Carlton name continues to appear on endcaps until 2004. 


2003 
o 31 March - Carlton Cinema stops broadcasting.24 


2004 

o 2 February - Following the merger of Granada merges with Carlton 
Communications to form a single England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc. 
231 |TV London is formed as a unified brand for the Carlton and LWT franchises. 
Consequently, the new ‘region’ operates as a seven day service. 


See also[edit] 


History of ITV 


e History of ITV television idents 


e Timeline of ITV 


e Timeline of London Weekend Television 


e Timeline of television in London 
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London Weekend Television 
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"LWT" redirects here. For the food and scientific journal, see Lebensmittel-Wissenschaft 
& Technologie. For the American television series, see Last Week Tonight with John 
Oliver. For the film, see Look Who's Talking. 


London Weekend Television 


LWT 


+ 


The LWT region when it lost its identity in 2002 


Type 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitte 


rs 


Headquart 


ers 


Broadcast 
area 


Owner 


Region of television network 


LWT 


England 


2 August 1968; 51 years ago 


Crystal Palace 


(formerly Bluebell Hill, Croydon) 


The London Studios, London 


London and parts of the South East 


Granada plc 


Dissolved lost on-air identity on 


27 October 2002 (now known as ITV at 


all times) 
Picture 16:9 576i 
format 
Affiliation ITV 
Official www.itv.com/news/london 
website 


Language English 


Replaced ATV London on Saturdays and Sundays 


Rediffusion, London on Friday evenings 


Replaced b ITV London 
y 


London Weekend Television (LWT) was the ITV network franchise holder for Greater 
London and the Home Counties at weekends, broadcasting from Fridays at 5.15 pm 
(7:00 pm from 1968 until 1982) to Monday mornings at 6:00.™ From 1968 until 1992, 
when LWT's weekday counterpart was Thames Television, there was an on-screen 
handover to LWT on Friday nights (there was no handover back to Thames on Mondays, 
as from 1968 to 1982 there was no programming in the very early morning, and from 
1983, when a national breakfast franchise was created, LWT would hand over to TV-am 
at 6:00am, who would then hand over to Thames at 9:25am). From 1993 to 2002, when 
LWT's weekday counterpart was Carlton Television, the transfer usually occurred 
invisibly during a commercial break, as Carlton and LWT shared studio and transmission 
facilities (although occasionally a Thames to LWT-style handover would appear). 


Like most ITV regional franchises, including Carlton's, the London weekend franchise is 
now operated by ITV plc. The “London Weekend” franchise was renewed by Ofcom in 
2015 for a further ten years and is still separately licensed, but it is no longer 
distinguished on air in any way at all. LWT is now managed with Carlton Television as a 
single entity (ITV London), and the legal name for LWT is now ITV London (Weekends). 
London Weekend Television Ltd is now (along with most other former regional 
companies owned by ITV plc) listed at Companies House as a "dormant company". 


Early years[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of London Weekend Television 


Creation[edit] 


The London Television Consortium (LTC) was created and led by television 

presenter David Frost, who, at the time, was working for the London weekday ITV 
station, Rediffusion. The consortium also consisted of three ex-BBC members of 

staff: Michael Peacock (controller of BBC1), Frank Muir (assistant head of BBC comedy) 
and Doreen Stephens (head of children's output). Rediffusion's Controller of 
Programmes, Cyril Bennett, also joined the consortium, along with Clive Irving, theatre 
director Peter Hall® and, for financial backing, Arnold Weinstock, managing director 

of GEC. 


Frost had originally considered applying for the new Yorkshire region franchise, but the 
expected high number of applicants led to a change of plans. The second choice was to 
take on Rediffusion for their contract but, although it held the largest and most 
profitable licence, it was felt that the company was too powerful to challenge; equally, 
as an employee of the station, he felt it would be seen as an act of betrayal. Changes 
elsewhere in the system (notably the decision to make the Midlands licence a seven-day 
operation) led Frost to believe that the existing Midlands weekday broadcaster ATV had 
a Significant risk of losing its London weekend contract. 


The consortium's application promised a variety of high-brow arts and drama 
productions. It accordingly caught the attention of the regulator, the Independent 
Television Authority (ITA), and it seemed to address concerns and criticisms raised in 
the Pilkington Report.“ The authority had been worried by criticism of the network's 
output, which was seen as downmarket and the LTC plans were viewed by the ITA as 
being serious contenders to the quality educational programming of the BBC. So keen 
were the ITA that they were quoted at the time as saying the LTC had to have its 
chance, whatever the repercussions. 


The new company, renamed London Weekend Television, benefited from a slight 
extension in broadcasting hours, as they were allocated Fridays from 7 p.m., as well as 
Saturday and Sunday. The LTC had planned on buying the superior Teddington 

Studios of former contractor ABC, but following ABC's merger with Associated 
Rediffusion to form Thames Television, the LTC were forced by the ITA to purchase 
Rediffusion's site at Wembley (see The Fountain Studios) and legally obliged to employ 
all members of staff, although the workforce was slightly larger than LWT had wanted. 
Having previously worked weekdays for Rediffusion, transmission staff now had to work 
at weekends, and, as a result, wanted extra pay for the unsocial hours. This led to 
threats of industrial action, and, with the dispute still unresolved, fifteen seconds into 
their opening night of 2 August 1968, technicians went on strike and the screens went 
blank. An emergency service was provided by management from the transmission 
centre of ATV at Foley Street, London. 


Near collapse[edit] 


Upon resolving the dispute, LWT suffered poor rating figures, as the station's evening 
viewing schedule included a Stravinsky musical drama, an avant-garde drama from 
French film director Jean-Luc Godard, a tribute to Belgian singer-songwriter Jacques 
Brel and Georgia Brown Sings Kurt Weill. As a consequence, viewers deserted their 
primetime offerings in favour of the more mainstream Saturday night viewing on BBC1. 
Other ITV stations refused to show LWT productions because of the poor ratings. ATV, 
now the seven-day Midlands franchise holder after losing their London contract to LWT, 
refused to transmit any of their programmes in peak time; elsewhere, the powerful 
sales department at Thames Television, who provided London with a Monday to Friday 


service, took advantage of LWT's ratings crisis by adopting a "beggar thy neighbour" 
strategy, encouraging advertisers to use Thames during the week by heavily 
discounting their airtime. 


The situation came to a head during a meeting of the Network Programme Committee 
on 9 September 1968.2! The NPC was being chaired by Lew Grade, ATV's managing 
director, and he is quoted as saying on this occasion: "I've succeeded in business by 
knowing exactly what | hate," he told them. "And | know I hate David Frost." Frost was 
present but no one else spoke out against LWT's programming policy.“ Meanwhile, the 
£6.5 million they had initially put up for the franchise began to drain away more quickly 
than their audience figures. Michael Peacock, the architect in David Frost's vision for the 
future of television, wanted to stick to the principles of their contract with the ITA. ATV 
dropped Frost's major Saturday night slot altogether and replaced him with 

comedian Dave Allen, while Yorkshire and Granada relegated the show to the late 
evening. 


In September 1969, Michael Peacock was sacked by the board™ while six executives 
resigned from LWT in support. The ITA made it clear that LWT's franchise proposals 
must be retained. As the crisis at LWT deepened, staff members held a protest outside 
the offices of the ITA, complaining about the changes happening at the station. An 800- 
strong petition was handed in to the ITA, to ask for an inquiry about the crisis at LWT.& 
‘1 The ITA started to make emergency plans in the event of the company collapsing, and 
MPs asked questions in Parliament. At the same time, Thames started making enquiries 
about a seven-day contract in such an event - an offer quickly rebuffed by the ITA. In 
the general panic that followed, the General Electric Company withdrew financial 
backing and sold its 7.5% share to Rupert Murdoch's News International in November 
1970. By December 1970, Murdoch become a part-time executive and injected 
£500,000 of new capital, increasing his share to 30% as part of the deal“, also insisting 
on terminating Frost and his Paradine Productions, an action that was carried out at 
once. He continued to increase his stake further and, by the end of 1971, he possessed 
39.7%. 


Rupert Murdoch became managing director in February 1971. When Dr Tom 
Margerison left the company, he stated "there is no question of personal animosity 
between Rupert and myself. It's just one of those things: you cannot have two people 
running a ship." He had believed Murdoch was to become a non-executive director, but 
it was clear that he was going further than this.24 


Murdoch started restructuring LWT, but within weeks five other board members left. 
421 The ITA was unhappy at how Murdoch was able to buy his way into the company, 
because foreign nationals were legally blocked from owning the ITV contractors. It also 
demanded assurances that LWT's original programme policies and operations were 
sound. As a result, the ITA, concerned about Murdoch owning both a television station 
and significant newspaper interests, forced Murdoch from the chairmanship of LWT, 
and, on 9 March 1971, John Freeman, best known for presenting Face to Face for the 
BBC, became chairman and chief executive of LWT. He said "I expect many people are 
thinking | need my head examining, but | decided to take it up all the same. The public 
should have the kinds of programmes it wants, which means you must take into account 
minority interests as well as majority ones".“2, Freeman made it quite clear that he 
expected to have full control within the company without any interference from 
Murdoch. 


By early May, Freeman reappointed Cyril Bennett as Controller of Programmes, along 
with many of the original personnel who helped start up the company in 1967.15! 


With these changes, LWT became influenced by the same character Murdoch's 
newspapers had: With time, the station became regarded as the populist, conservative 
counterpart to the more high-brow and liberal Thames, let alone the BBC2-like ideal that 
Frost and Peacock had envisioned. 


Audience share grew, and, in 1975, the company won seven BAFTA awards - more than 
the rest of ITV put together. Although the programming had changed from their original 
remit, LWT still produced shows which were considered more upmarket, in 

particular Upstairs, Downstairs. Unlike earlier offerings these attracted high audiences. 
LWT continued to show arts programming, mainly Aguarius and its successor The South 
Bank Show. 


Improving fortunes[edit] 
1970S[edit] 


LWT's fortunes improved which helped increase profits, and more money was made 
available for new programming. In 1972, Weekend World was launched; a weekly 
current affairs programme broadcast on Sundays at noon, presented by journalist Peter 
Jay. In 1974 Brian Tesler left Thames to become Deputy Chief Executive to John 
Freeman. In the autumn of 1974, LWT challenged the BBC with a £3.75 million spending 
on what it believed represented the biggest range of talent and varied scheduling for 
viewers, including Stanley Baxter, Danny La Rue, a number of new dramas and another 
current affairs show, which helped push up profits to nearly £4 million.2@ 


In May 1976, LWT was reorganised, to form a new company "LWT (Holdings) 

Limited" which allowed the company to expand into a number of new ventures, 
including Hutchinson Publishing. The LWT chairman & Chief Executive John Freeman 
said "an important factor was the deal would provide revenue from a wholly different 
source thus in part insulating LWT from the effects of any future adverse fluctuations in 
advertising revenue".2 In the same month he stood down as Chief Executive and the 
Board appointed Brian Tesler as the company's managing director. Later that year, 
tragically, Cyril Bennett, the company's Director of Programmes died and Tesler carried 
out both functions until he was able to appoint Michael Grade as Director of 
Programmes in February 1977. Three decades later the official history of ITV, 
Independent Television in Britain, observed "Under Brian Tesler's Managing Directorship 
LWT was to become the success for which its founders (almost all of whom had by that 
time left the company) had so earnestly striven. "2% 


In November 1978, News International sold off 16% of its LWT holding, reducing its 
shares from 39.7% to 25%, as it believed this was going to be one of the outcomes from 
the Annan Report on Broadcasting. LWT also warned shareholders that heavy spending 
on programmes would continue to reduce chances of increased profits.2a9 News 
International sold its remaining 25% stake on 13 March 1980, bringing an end to LWT's 
connection with the Australian tycoon.24 


After the 1979 ITV strike, LWT was hit hard. During November 1979 LWT believed it had 
managed to only lose around £200,000 over the course of the dispute. Its acquisition of 
specialist travel and tour operator "Page & Moy" and its Hutchinson publishing 
operations helped offset the losses made during the strike. Interim reports in April 
1980 highlight LWT profits reducing by £2 million.22. By November it became clear that 
LWT profits had remained roughly the same as in the previous year, even with turnover 
increasing from £70.5 million to £80.5 million. 


1980s[edit] 


The 1982 franchise round was the first time LWT had to re-apply for its licence. The 
original 1968 contract was supposed to have ended in 1974. Instead, the 

new Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) had elected to extend all franchise 
contracts to 1981, owing to the enormous costs of introducing colour television. While it 
is debatable whether the licence would have been renewed if LWT had had to re-apply 
in 1973, by 1982, the company was in good health, and it easily beat off weak 
competition to secure a second contract - although it lost the Bluebell Hill transmitter 
near Maidstone to the new Television South, known as TVS,25! as part of a reorganisation 
prompted by the creation of the South and South East dual region. However, due to the 
recession, the company still had to tighten its belt. LWT had developed a reputation in 
many fields, including co-ordination of the ITV network's sport productions and 
presentation. 


In January 1982, John Birt became LWT's new Programme Director when Michael 

Grade left to accept the post of Company President at Tandem Productions in the USA, 
while Barry Cox became Head of Current Affairs.2# John Birt's time as Programme 
Director resulted in a change of direction. He started overhauling the schedules, to 
maximise audience numbers: his measures to achieve this included moving some niche 
shows back out of peak time and putting Cilla Black under contract.24 He criticised how 
ITV companies were spending huge amounts of money on local programmes and post- 
watershed dramas, which left a funding gap for shows broadcast between the two 
periods, which did not help LWT as it only had a two-and-a-half-day franchise period. 2# 


John Birt also started reviewing spending budgets for all departments to provide the 
best returns which resulted in The Stanley Baxter Show being cancelled. LWT also 
postponed and shelved a number of other productions during the early 1980s, due to 
cost and frustration with other ITV companies’ ideas for the weekend schedules. 


In 1983, Birt published a document with proposals for an additional £50 million to be 
spent every year on peak time programmes: shows concerning religion, the arts and 
current affairs would be pruned to free up cash. His argument for doing this was that 
ITV made 75% of its money in peak time, but the peak time was riddled with a number 
of weak slots which reduced the maximum amount of revenue, again LWT was at a 
disadvantage compared with the other ITV franchise holders. He believed that LWT and 
others should transfer more of its public service broadcasting commitments onto the 
new Channel 4.2% 


LWT finally found a solution in 1985, when an agreement was reached with TVS, who 
wished to expand their own output for the ITV network. However, as TVS was not one of 
the 'Big 5' ITV companies, it had no real influence on the Network Programming 
Committee. Under the control of Greg Dyke as Director of Programmes, TVS started to 
move away from its original philosophy of niche arts and science programming, and 
began producing more entertainment programmes. The deal helped LWT to fill its 
schedules with appropriate, domestically-produced programming while not having to 
increase its budget, while TVS was able to get more of its programmes onto the ITV 
network slots.22 TVS retained its original philosophy for its regional and children's 
programmes. 


In April 1987, Greg Dyke moved from TVS to LWT again to be Director of Programmes 
(replacing John Birt) - having originally worked at LWT in 1978, before moving to TV- 
am in 1983 and TVS in 1985. At the same time, LWT started re-sectioning the company 
in a bid to cut costs and overhaul the working practices within the company ahead of a 
new franchise period. 


As part of the cost-cutting review, the idea was floated that LWT could become a 
"commissioning" organisation - similar to Channel 4 - with its programme production 
operations being sold off to anew company, in a bid to "sharpen up its 
competitiveness". Consultancy company NERA was brought in to investigate the matter. 
e3 The plan was halted in early 1988, as LWT chairman Christopher Bland, along with 
Greg Dyke, started to streamline operations; over four years, more than 690 people 
were made redundant, whole layers of management were scrapped and working 
practices were overhauled. But with the plan still a possibility, Dyke was able to offer 
lavish redundancy payments, ultimately getting the changes through. 


Greg Dyke explained: "To completely restructure your business for less than a year's 
profits is a good deal. | have no problem with that." Another change was to make 
production operations a profit centre, with studios to rent - and with various uses 
from Jonathan Ross shows to sales conferences.22 These operations continue to earn 
millions a year for ITV. 


1990s and takeover[edit] 


The London Studio (ITV's London HQ, and the home to LWT) 


In 1990 LWT created the second ITV Sales company Laser Sales, to deal with its own 
and TVS's advertising operations. The Broadcasting Act 1990 brought changes to the 
way ITV contracts were awarded. No longer a 'beauty-contest', but rather a blind 
auction, where the winner was to be the applicant who bid the most. LWT threatened 
not to bid for its franchise again, as opposition to the new franchise bidding process 
gathered momentum. LWT chairman Christopher Bland stated: "We have the 
programme power into satellite" - it cost both LWT and Thames £43 million for the 
licence, yet on satellite television would only cost £2 million. LWT denied it was trying to 
blackmail the government, but admitted the threat of some of the largest contractors 
packing their bags might make government think again.&4! 


The controversy led to the introduction of a ‘quality threshold’ which allowed that, in 
exceptional circumstances, a bid could be rejected if it were deemed excessive, or that 
an incumbent could be chosen against a higher-bidding applicant if it were felt that 
incumbent's programming was ‘exceptional’. As described by LWT's managing director 
Greg Dyke, the franchise round, "became a crapshoot. You had to work out [in the 
franchise round] who was bidding against you. Of those, would they pass the quality 
threshold and would they pass the financial test". Scottish Television and Central 
Television both discovered that nobody was bidding against them—and both bid only a 
token amount.2 


It was the ‘quality threshold’ that saved LWT. Despite streamlining, and a successful 
conflict with trade unions, LWT knew that if it were to keep on making quality 
programmes, it could not over-bid. It had to rely on the quality of its programmes and 


submit the best offer it could, Knowing it could be far less than a rival bid; the strategy 
worked, and LWT won a third contract with an annual bid of £7.5 million, against a rival 
who bid £36 million but whose plans were deemed by the new Independent Television 

Commission to be unsatisfactory. 


LWT's weekday rival, Thames Television, lost its licence - outbid by Carlton. It was told 
it could not fall back on its long history of programme-making. After 24 years of 
existence, LWT survived the station that was its biggest rival. LWT would have a much 
better relationship with Carlton, and shared many operations including transmission 
facilities and studio space, and each owning 20% of GMTV, but most notably creating a 
joint news service, London News Network, to provide regional news programming across 
the whole week. 


From 1993, LWT's low bid made it attractive to others wishing to take it over. Originally, 
Greg Dyke had planned to use LWT as a Springboard to start acquiring companies to 
build a united ITV. On 6 December 1993, the North West franchise-holder Granada 
Television launched a hostile takeover for the company, worth £600 million. The 
takeover bid came about owing to the relaxation of the rules governing the ITV Network. 
LWT tried to outstep the takeover bid with talks being held with Yorkshire Television and 
Scottish Television.2@ A week later a conflict of words had broken out between LWT and 
Granada, with Granada claiming the YTV-LWT deal was "Something cobbled together by 
desperate men". Gerry Robinson, the Chairman of Granada plc, was also surprised if 
LWT went ahead with a bid for YTV, especially since it had made £10 million losses that 
week and was already paying much of its revenue to the government. Reports also 
suggested if LWT bid for Yorkshire Television it would also form an alliance 

with Anglia who would takeover Tyne Tees Television.24 By New Year's Eve Granada had 
increased its bid to £658 million.2# 


By 7 January 1994 the merger talks between Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television had 
collapsed because it had proved impossible to reach an agreement on a suitable 
structure for the new company. A few days earlier Anglia had withdrawn from the 
proposed alliance, making an LWT take over of YTV impossible.22 By 7 February 1994, 
Granada had increase its takeover bid again to £774 million, but the LWT board once 
again rejected the offer. Granada's Chief Executive, Gerry Robinson, said: "We are 
obviously disappointed that having evidently accepted the commercial argument in 
favour of scale, the board of LWT has not been able to recommend what is a generous 
offer." Sir Christopher Bland rejected this statement, claiming "the Granada offer is 
inadequate and still fails to reflect the true value of LWT".“2 On Friday 25 February 
1994, LWT had succumbed to Granada's £770 million bid for the company. This resulted 
in Greg Dyke and Sir Christopher Bland leaving LWT. 


ITV London{[edit] 


By 2001, Carlton and Granada controlled all of the franchises in England and Wales, and 
in 2002 took the decision to unify the playout and branding of all of the companies to 
become ITV1, with regional references used only in accordance with regional 
programming. LWT marked its final day on air with a series of tributes to LWT's past, 
with long-serving continuity announcers Glen Thompsett and Trish Bertram appearing 
in-vision in LWT's playout centre in the London Television Centre. When GMTV handed 
over to the weekday franchise the following morning, the national ITV1 brand was on- 
air, with the new team of network continuity announcers announcing for the first time; 
former Meridian Broadcasting announcer Paul Seed was the first network voice. 


The operations of LWT and Carlton Television were merged to become ITV London, a 7- 
day service. Unlike the other English and Welsh franchises, ITV London did not receive 


regional idents featuring the London name until the 2003 refresh; only one of these 
idents was ever used at a single junction from launch. Apart from this rare occasion, the 
channel was only known verbally as "ITV1 London" prior to regional programmes only. 
In February 2004 Granada and Carlton completed their merger to become ITV plc, 
owning eleven of the fifteen ITV regional franchises. 


The LWT logo continued to appear at the end of its programmes until 31 October 2004. 
However, from 1 November, it was replaced by the new Granada Productions endcap, 
with programmes either credited as "A Granada London Production", or "A Granada 
Production" instead. On 16 January 2006, all network productions produced by any ITV 
plc-owned company were branded as "ITV Productions", which since 2009 has been re- 
branded as "ITV Studios". 


Studios[edit] 


The London Studios, seen from across the River Thames. 
Main article: The London Studios 


As already mentioned, LWT's first studio base were the former home of Associated- 
Rediffusion, the previous London Weekday franchise holder in Wembley (see Fountain 
Studios). The Wembley studios were problematic, as their costly conversions to colour 
was imminent. Fortunately, LWT only had to use Wembley until their new purpose built 
studios were opened in 1972.2! 


The new studios, called South Bank Television Centre, included a large tower block 
named Kent House after the Duchess of Kent who officially opened the complex. It was 
built on a plot of land called King's Reach. The studios' network ident was KRS, for King's 
Reach Studios. These facilities were considered at the time the best colour studios in 
Europe. In 1992 the complex was renamed to London Television Centre and became the 
centre of ITV plc's studio operations and the chief production centre until closing in 
2018. 


Presentation|[edit] 


LWT's initial on-screen look featured the name London Weekend Television in white 
zooming in on a black background accompanied by an electronic jingle. This was 
replaced the following year by an ident featuring a rotating disc (a stylised laurel 
wreath) on screen against a grey (later orange) background with the caption in the 
centre accompanied by a simple acoustic ident theme. The '"Television" part of the 
name was dropped on-screen. 


LWT's most recognisable identity - the 'River' - was introduced on Friday 18 September 
1970, featuring a stripe made up of blue, white and red moving across the black 
background in the shape of an 'L' and 'W'; the 'Television' part of the name remained 
absent. Designed by graphics designer Terry Griffiths, his modified version introduced in 
early 1978 revived the full name; at the end, the river sections snapped down into the 
striped LWT logo. The ident jingle, composed by Harry Rabinowitz, was also remixed. 


LWT dropped in-vision announcers in January 1983, and on Friday 9 September that 
year, introduced a new local CGI ident, bearing the company slogan 'Your Weekend ITV', 
with an additional ident appearing in 1984. 


On Friday 29 August 1986, a new set of CGI idents by The Computer Film Company 
aired for the first time: 


e Genesis, in which the stripes fold on letter by letter, seen on networked productions 
until December 1987. 
e Solari, a vertical venetian blind effect seen in the London region only. 


A separate cel-animated ident for children's programmes was also used, accompanied 
by a different version of the station's ident theme. 


On 1 September 1989,42! LWT adopted the first ITV generic look and retained it until 30 
August 1992, with their three coloured stripes featuring in their segment of the 
corporate ITV logo. The 1986 'Solari' ident returned during 1991/1992 to introduce local 
programming. 


LWT replaced the 1989 ITV generic ident on 4 September 1992 with a large 3D logo 
forming from the left to a remixed version of the generic music, with two version ~ 
‘flying blocks' and ~ 'flare". On 30 August 1996,™ an updated ident and logo was 
introduced, splitting the river colours of red, white and blue on the individual respective 
letters, L, W and T, with six different versions. On 12 November 1999, LWT adopted the 
second ITV generic look, based on the theme of hearts. LWT was the only company to 
drop this look on 24 March 2000, replacing it with the theme of a video wall. The first 
version of the ident had two problems: the colour scheme was in essence primarily red, 
and the soundtrack theme consisted of electronic beeps. This ident was altered from 
July 2000, reducing the red colour scheme and featuring a significantly remixed 
soundtrack, and another revision on 11 August 2001 included the new ITV1 logo and, 
from November that year, the itv.com website as well. 


By 2001, Carlton and Granada controlled all of the franchises in England and Wales, and 
in 2002 took the decision to unify the playout and branding of all of the companies to 
become ITV1, with regional references used only in accordance with regional 
programming. LWT marked its final day on air with a series of tributes to LWT's past, 
beginning with an authentic startup routine leading into the ITN Morning News. All 
elements of the startup were recreated in Macromedia Flash and in the 16:9 aspect 
ratio, created by Dave Jeffery. Later that day, a recreation of LWT's famous River ident 
would lead into The South Bank Show, which would be the last programme broadcast 
under the LWT name. The show was followed by a final signoff featuring continuity 
announcers Glen Thompsett and Trish Bertram appearing '‘in-vision' to toast the 
departing station, and a montage of LWT presentation across the years, assembled by 
senior ITV presentation producer Gareth Randall. 


When GMTV handed over to the weekday franchise the following morning, the national 
ITV1 brand was on-air, with the new team of announcers announcing for the first time; 
former Meridian announcer Paul Seed was the first network voice. The operations of 
LWT and Carlton Television were merged to become ITV London, a 7-day service. Unlike 


the other English and Welsh franchises, ITV London did not receive regional idents 
featuring the London name until the 2003 refresh; only one of these idents was ever 
used at a single junction from launch. Apart from this rare occasion, the channel was 
only known verbally as "ITV1 London" prior to regional programmes only. 


On 2 February 2004, Granada and Carlton completed their merger to become ITV plc, 
holding eleven of the fifteen ITV regional franchises. The LWT logo continued to appear 
at the end of its programmes until 31 October 2004. From 1 November, the end caption 
(endcap) was replaced by a Granada endcap, with programmes either credited as "A 
Granada London Production", or "A Granada Production" instead. From 16 January 2006, 
all network productions produced by any ITV plc-owned company carried an "ITV 
Productions" endcap, and then from the start of 2009 adopted the "ITV Studios" brand. 


Programmes[edit] 
Programmes[edit] 


Other notable early shows included We Have Ways of Making You Laugh (a sketch show 
starring Frank Muir which was due to be the first programme scheduled to be aired on 
LWT, but industrial action blacked it out early in the first show); the children's 

fantasy Catweazle; and several sitcoms, including the popular No, Honestly, On the 
Buses, Please Sir!, Me and My Girland Mind Your Language and cult favourites such 

as End of Part One, Whoops Apocalypse and Hot Metal. The channel also created the 
comedy-clips format with /t'// Be Alright on the Night, Clive James on Television and the 
much-derided Game for a Laugh which in turn spawned Beadle's About and You've Been 
Framed! 


Although as a weekend station, LWT tended to concentrate on lighter material than its 
weekday neighbours Thames and Carlton, it did produce a number of successful drama 
series too. Within These Walls, a prison drama starring Googie Withers. Li/lie was based 
on the real-life story of Lillie Langtry, and saw Francesca Annis reprising the role 

from ATV's Edward the Seventh, and The Gentle Touch starring Jill Gascoine was the 
UK's first drama series with a female police detective in the lead role. However, by far 
the station's most successful drama was Upstairs, Downstairs, a successful attempt to 
produce a costume drama comparable in scale to BBC1's The Forsyte Saga. 


Neither did LWT neglect other responsibilities: it established the long-running Sunday 
lunchtime political series Weekend World and a variety of regional programmes 
including award-winning current affairs series The London Programme and the light- 
hearted magazine show The Six O'Clock Show. It also pioneered multicultural 
programming via the work of the in-house London Minorities Unit, which produced Gay 
Life, the world's first gay television series, and the youth documentary series Twentieth 
Century Box.“ The company also became heavily involved in social action with the use 
of on-air and off-air campaigns by the London Community Unit (LCU), later relaunched 
as LWT Action. 


The Sports Department at LWT featured programmes such as World of Sport which ran 

for 20 years on a Saturday afternoon and was billed as ITV's answer to 

BBC1's Grandstand. Other shows included Saint and Greavsie, On the Ball, and The Big 
Match (renamed The Match between 1988 and 1992). The latter two shows were hosted 
for many years by ITV's main football commentator Brian Moore. 


Major programmes on LWT included most of ITV's weekend line-up, which included 
gameshows and comedys like Friday and Saturday night favourites Play Your Cards 
Right, The Two of Us, Square Deal, Close to Home, The Piglet Files, Second 


Thoughts, Faith in the Future, Popstars: The Rivals, Surprise Surprise, You Bet!, The 
Moment of Truth, Blind Date, Gladiators, Barrymore, My Kind of Music and Don't Try This 
at Home, and long-running Sunday night drama series Agatha Christie's Poirot, Forever 
Green, The Knock and London's Burning. Nigel Lythgoe, who won infamy as a judge on 
ITV's pop talent show Popstars and now appears on the BBC's So You Think You Can 
Dance, is a former controller of entertainment at the company, working as an executive 
producer on many of the station's top-rating programmes during the 1990s and early 
2000s. LWT also owned 50% of London News Network Limited, producers until February 
2004 of the news programmes London Today and London Tonight, regional news for 
London is now produced by ITN and known as /7V News London. 


Regional news programmes[edit] 


From 1982 until it launched a proper news service of its own in 1988, LWT also 
showed Thames Weekend News, produced by Thames Television, on Friday evenings, 
until December 1987. 


e LWT News Headlines (1982-1988) 
e LWT News (1988-1993) 
e London Tonight (1993-2002; continues on ITV London) 


See also[edit] 


e Carlton Television 

e GMTV 

e London News Network 

e Rutland Weekend Television 
e Thames Television 
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This is a timeline of the history of London Weekend Television 


1960s[edit] 


e 1967 
o LWT is awarded the London weekend franchise. The new franchise includes 
Friday evenings so LWT broadcasts from 7 pm on Fridays as well as Saturday 
and Sunday. 


e 1968 
o 2 August - LWT goes on air, for fifteen seconds because this day is the start of 
the technicians strike which forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 


e 1969 
o 15 November - LWT begins broadcasting in colour. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 
o 18 September - LWT launches its famous river ident. 


e 1971 


o February - Rupert Murdoch becomes Managing Director.2 


1972 

o 1 October - LWT launches the UK’s first Sunday politics programme - Weekend 
World. It continues until 1988. 

o LWT opens its purpose-built studios called The London Studios although they 
were not fully operational until 1974. 


1973 
o No events. 


1974 

o The Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) automatically extends all ITV 
franchise contracts from 1974 to 1981, owing to the enormous costs of 
introducing colour television. 


1975 
o No events. 


1976 

o May - LWT is reorganised, to form a new company "LWT (Holdings) 
Limited” which allowed the company to expand into a number of new ventures, 
including Hutchinson Publishing. 


1977 
o February - Michael Grade is appointed as Director of Programmes. 


1978 

o 4 January - The first edition of arts magazine The South Bank Show is broadcast, 
replacing Aquarius. It continues to be broadcast until the end of 2009 before Sky 
Arts revives the programme in 2012. 

o November - News International sells 16% of its LWT holding, reducing its shares 
from 39.7% to 25%.“ 


1979 

o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces London Weekend Television off the 
air. The strike ends on 24 October and LWT’s acquisition of specialist travel and 
tour operator "Page & Moy" and its Hutchinson publishing operations helped 
offset the losses made during the strike. 


1980s[edit] 


1980 

o 11 February - London Weekend Television's Minorities Unit launches the UK's 
first television series specifically aimed at a gay audience. The programme, 
called Gay Life, airs late on Sundays and runs for two series. 

o News International sells its remaining 25% stake, bringing an end to LWT's 
connection with the Australian tycoon. 


1981 
o No events. 


1982 

o 1 January - 
= LWT (and Thames) are no longer able to broadcast to north west Kent due to 

the Bluebell Hill transmitter near Maidstone being transferred to the 

new IVS, as part of the creation of the south and south east franchise. 
= LWT gains 105 minutes more transmission time on Fridays when the 

handover from Thames was moved back from 7 pm to 5.15 pm. 

o 8 January - Due to the earlier Friday start, LWT becomes contractually 
responsible for providing a Friday London news service. Rather than launch its 
own news service, LWT pays Thames to provide a 15-minute insert into The Six 
O'Clock Show, LWT's Friday teatime magazine. The bulletin is called Thames 
Weekend News. Over the weekend, LWT's news coverage consists of LWT News 
Headlines, which are aired mid-afternoon and late evening. These bulletins 
usually consisted solely of the duty continuity announcer in-vision reading copy 
sourced from the Independent Local Radio station LBC, and later, from local wire 
agencies. 

o January - John Birt replaces Michael Grade as Director of Programmes and makes 
major changes to output aimed at maximising audiences with some niche 
programming, such as arts and science, moving out of primetime to the 
schedule margins to make way for more entertainment shows at peaktime. 


1983 

o January - LWT drops in-vision continuity. 

o 5 February - Following the launch of ITV’s breakfast television service, TV- 
am four days earlier, LWT’s broadcast day now begins at 9:25 am. 

o 9 September - LWT launches a computerised version of its ident with the tagline 
“Your Weekend ITV”. 

o LWT launches an into-the-night Nightlife strand, resulting in LWT staying on air 
until around 2am on Friday and Saturday nights. 


1984 
o No events. 


1985 

o LWT comes to an agreement with TVS to help to fill its schedules with 
domestically-produced programming while not having to increase its budget. 
This helps TVS to get more of its programmes onto the ITV network.24 

o May-June - LWT's flagship Friday evening news magazine The Six O'Clock 
Show is briefly extended to Saturdays. However only six episodes are broadcast. 


1986 
o 29 August - After 16 years LWT drops its river-based logo and launches a new 
ident.2u 


1987 
o April - Greg Dyke returns to LWT after three years at TVS to replace John Birt as 
Director of Programmes. 


o 28 August - LWT begins 24-hour transmissions and launches the UK’s first 
overnight show Night Network.221 However it is short lived and ends on Friday 31 
March 1989.23 


o December - Thames Weekend News is broadcast for the final time. 


e 1988 
o 8 January - Following concern from the IBA over LWT’s regional news output, 
LWT launches its own news service called LWT News. The service is outsourced 
and is provided by Screen News.™! 
o 15 July - The Six O'Clock Show is broadcast for the final time. 
o 7 October - The Six O'Clock Show's replacement programme, Friday Now!, 
launches.22! 


e 1989 
o 28 July - Friday Now is broadcast for the final time. It is axed due to poor ratings. 
o 1 September- 
= LWT adopts the new corporate ITV logo.”% 
= Friday Now is replaced by Six O'Clock Live.24 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o January - Chrysalis Television takes over the contract to produce LWT News. 


e 1991 
o April- LWT, in conjunction with Thames, launches a new overnight strand /TV 
Night Time.=2 
o 16 October - LWT retains its licence. There had been one other applicant, 
London Independent Broadcasting. However it was ruled out because it failed to 
make the quality threshold. It had bid five times more than LWT, which retains 
the licence with a bid of £7.59 million. 


e 1992 
o 21 August - Six O'Clock Live is axed to make way for the forthcoming London 
Tonight. 
o 4 September - LWT launches a new logo, sometimes dubbed the flying blocks 
logo.42 


e 1993 

o 3 January - LWT News is broadcast for the final time. 

o 8 January - London Tonight is broadcast on LWT for the first time. It is the name 
of the new regional news bulletins produced by London News Network, the new 
seven days a week news service jointly owned by LWT and new 
contractor Carlton Television. 


e 1994 
o 25 February - LWT is bought by Granada Television for £770 million bid for the 
company. This resulted in Greg Dyke and Sir Christopher Bland leaving LWT.2 


1995 
o No events. 


1996 

o 30 August - LWT modifies its logo.24 

o 1 October - LWT’s owner Granada launches Granada Sky Broadcasting as a joint 
venture between Granada and BSkyB. Content from LWT's archives is shown on 
one of the channels created - Granada Plus. 


1997 
o No events. 


1998 
o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


1999 
o 8 November - LWT unveils what will be its last ever logo.22 


2000s[edit] 


2000 
o No events. 


2001 
o No events. 


2002 

o 28 October - LWT marks its final day on air with a series of tributes to LWT's 
past, with long-serving continuity announcers Glen Thompsett and Trish 
Bertram appearing in-vision in LWT's playout centre in the London Television 
Centre. When GMTV handed over to the weekday franchise the following 
morning, the national ITV1 brand was on-air.2! 


2003 
o No events. 


2004 

o 2 February - Granada merges with Carlton Communications to form a single 
England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc?# ITV London is formed as a 
unified brand for the Carlton and LWT franchises. Consequently, the new ‘region’ 
operates as a seven day service. 

o 31 March - The LWT logo is seen for the final time. It had continued to appear as 
an endcap. 


See also[edit] 


History of ITV 
History of ITV television idents 
Timeline of ITV 


e Timeline of Thames Television 
e Timeline of Carlton Television 
e Timeline of television in London 
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Southern Television 


SOUTHERN 


The Southern Television region when it lost its franchise 


Type 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitt 


ers 


in 1981 


Region of television network 


Southern 


England 


30 August 1958; 61 years ago 


Rowridge, Dover, Hannington, Midhurst, 
Whitehawk Hill, Chillerton 
Down, Heathfield 


Headquar Southampton and Dover 


ters 


Broadcast South and South East England 
area 


Owner Rank Organisation, Associated 


Newspapers & D. C. Thomson & Co. 
Dissolved 31 December 1981; 37 years ago 


Picture 576i and 405-line 
format 


Affiliation ITV 
Language English 


Replaced Television South 
by 


Southern Television was the ITV broadcasting licence holder for the south and south- 
east of England from 30 August 1958 to 31 December 1981. The company was 
launched as Southern Television Limited and the title Southern Television was 
consistently used on-air throughout its life. However, in 1966 during the application 
process for contracts running from 1968 the company renamed itself Southern 
Independent Television Limited, a title which was used until 1980, when the company 
reverted to its original corporate name. Southern Television ceased broadcasting on the 
morning of 1 January 1982 at 12.43am, after a review during the 1980 franchise round 
gave the contract to Television South. 


Launch[edit] 


When the Independent Television Authority (ITA) advertised for applicants to run the 
south of England station in 1958, Southern Television beat eight other applicants for the 
contract. Its initial shareholders were Associated Newspapers, the Rank 

Organisation and the Amalgamated Press, each holding one third of the company. 
Associated Newspapers was allowed to remain a shareholder in Southern only on the 
condition that it sold its remaining 10% stake in Associated-Rediffusion to avoid owning 
parts of two ITV companies. The Amalgamated Press dropped out of the consortium 
before the station went on air. This led to Associated Newspapers and Rank increasing 
their stakes to 37.5% each, and D. C. Thomson & Co. Ltd taking the remaining 25%. 


Southern Television was the ninth ITA franchise to launch, beginning transmissions on 
Saturday, 30 August 1958 at 5.30 pm with the first playing of Southern Rhapsody, the 
station theme which was used to begin each day's transmission until 31 December 
1981, written by composer Richard Addinsell and performed by the Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra with Addinsell conducting. The first presenter on air was continuity 
announcer Meryl O'Keefe (later to become a BBC announcer); her first on-air 
announcement was followed by an outside broadcast link-up fronted by Julian 

Pettifer (later a war correspondent) and a regional news bulletin read by Martin 
Muncaster. 


Other opening night programmes included a Filmed Playhouse drama entitled The Last 
Reunion, a preview programme called Coming Shortly, an episode of the American 
crime drama Highway Patrol and a networked opening night programme 

entitled Southern Rhapsody, starring Gracie Fields and the Lionel Blair Dancers, 
televised from the station's studios in a converted cinema in the Northam area of 
Southampton and the ocean liner Caronia, which was berthed in Southampton docks. 


Programming[edit] 


Programmes produced by Southern Television also included the regional news 
magazine Day by Day, presented by Cliff Michelmore, Christopher Peacock, Barry 
Westwood, Peter Clark, and long-serving weatherman Trevor Baker; Out of Town, a 
countryside programme introduced by Jack Hargreaves, who would later join Southern 
Television's board of directors; How, a children's science programme also featuring 
Hargreaves along with Fred Dinenage, Bunty James (later replaced by Marian Davies) 
and Jon Miller; Freewheelers, a children's spy series; Winston Churchill: The Wilderness 
Years and Worzel Gummidge, starring Jon Pertwee as the eponymous 

walking scarecrow. Southern Television also produced a programme aimed at the 
farming community, presented by Mark Jenner, Farm Progress was broadcast at around 
10:30 on Sunday mornings. A late-night epilogue was introduced by Roger Royle. 
Alongside ‘Trevor the Weather', weather forecasts were also presented by Cyril 
Ockenden. 


Generally, the company produced more networked children's programmes than adult 
programmes, scoring a particularly strong seller internationally with an adaptation 

of Enid Blyton's The Famous Five. Also worth noting was the children's programme The 
Saturday Banana, hosted by Bill Oddie (then one of The Goodies) which saw the placing 
of a 20-foot-high (6.1 m) fibreglass banana outside the studios, supported by its peeled 
'skin'; they also produced the children's game show Runaround which was hosted 

by Mike Reid. 


The broadcaster was known for its enlightened classical music broadcasting, including 
studio concerts by the local Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra in Music in Camera. 

41 From 1972, Southern Television broadcast up to two operas from Glyndebourne each 
season, some of which have since been issued on DVD.2 


It has been long rumoured, in particular among the amateur Archive community, that 
the Southern Television archive may have ended up as part of the, presumably 
unrelated similarly named, Australian company Southern Star, which in turn by 2018 
could at least in part, have become part of the Endemol Shine Group's intellectual 
property and archive. However it was later clarified that the Southern Television archive 
had actually been sold by Southern Star on to Renown Pictures. Renown Pictures now 
use parts of this archive within their own channel Talking Pictures TV, showing old 


Southern Television programming, amongst other old film libraries that Renown now 
own : [citation needed) 


In its last three years on the air Southern showed many non-Anglosphere films in its 
Friday Late, Late Show, including as many as eight by Rainer Werner Fassbinder and 
others by Werner Herzog, Andrzej Wajda, Wim Wenders, Federico Fellini and many 
more. These were particularly valuable in the more rural parts of its region where these 
films were rarely shown in cinemas and home video barely existed. !t2ter-eedea 


Studios[edit] 


Southampton[edit] 
Main article: Television Centre, Southampton 


The station's original studios were in a converted cinema, the Plaza, in 
Northam, Southampton. 


With the advent of colour in 1969, the company moved to purpose-built new studios 
next door to the existing site, built on land reclaimed from the River Itchen. 


The studios at Northam were sold on to TVS in 1981, and sold again by TVS to Meridian 
Broadcasting in 1992. Meridian relocated to a much smaller office building in Whiteley 
in 2004, and the site at Northam was sold to developers. The studio complex was 
demolished in 2010. Blocks of flats have now been erected on the site. 


Dover[edit] 


The company also ran production offices and a studio in Dover, to serve the eastern 
part of its region. The studios were opened in 1961, after the ITA's VHF Dover television 
transmitter went into operation the year before. The studios on Russell Street were 
mainly used for regional news production although some non-news programmes 
including the long-running rural affairs series Farm Progress, feature series and 
documentaries such as Elusive Butterflies and Dougalling and the nightly Epilogue 
(known for years as Guideline) were also produced from Dover. 


During Southern's tenure as the ITV franchise broadcaster, the company strived to 
produce dedicated opt outs for the East of the region - the first British television service 
of its kind. Southern's South East news team in Dover produced separate bulletins for 
the area as an opt-out into the Day by Day programme each weeknight. A dedicated 
South East bulletin was also broadcast after News at Ten. More well known to South 
East viewers was Scene South East, a weekly magazine programme introduced on 9 
October 1964 as Friday on Ten, which replaced Day by Day on Friday nights. Its 
popularity led to the introduction of a shorter Scene Midweek programme on 
Wednesdays from 1977 onwards. Local commercials specific to the region were also 
broadcast to the Dover transmitter only, via the presentation control area at the 
Southampton studios. 


Dover-based presenters and reporters included Mike Field, Jeff Thomas, Malcolm 
Mitchell, Tim Brinton, Simon Theobalds, Arnie Wilson, Jill Cochrane, Derek Williamson, 
Pat Sloman, David Haigh (editor of Scene South East), Donald Dougall and Mike Fuller. 
The Dover studio directors were David Pick and Maurice Harper. The floor manager was 
John Heather and the production secretaries were Gwenneth Hughes and Denise Hood. 


After Southern lost its franchise to TVS, the studios were used to produce the 
successor's regional news programmes for the South East— Coast to Coast and TVS 
News. Once TVS's studios in Maidstone were opened, the Dover studios were closed in 
1983 and demolished a year later. The site is now a car park. 


Other facilities[edit] 


Unique in ITV and reflecting the area's maritime history the company converted 
a Second World War motor torpedo boat into a floating outside broadcasting unit 
named Southerner. 


There were regional offices in Maidstone, Dorchester, Brighton and Reading. There were 
also sales offices at Stag Place, London and Oxford Street, Manchester. 


Identity[edit] 


Southern Television's logo is sometimes said to be a compass, what with the directional 
station name and the fact that the bottom point on the logo is longest - thereby 
suggesting a compass pointing south, in the direction of Southern Television's service 
area. However, the general consensus is that it is a star, named after the Southern Star 
and because Southern Television's final transmission showed the logo zooming off into 
the night sky. For the purposes of this article, the logo will be referred to as a star, to 
reflect what it is most popularly called. 


Southern Television's first identity featured an art deco style star which zoomed into 
screen before the bottom point extended downwards with varying tones. This was 
replaced in the early 1960s with a white rotating star against a black background 
against a drumroll jingle. This was again altered in the mid-1960s to the familiar star 
shape against a black background and accompanied by a jingle featuring a cacophony 
of noises. This shape formed from a circle, with the diagonal lines moving out and 
joining the circle and the horizontal and vertical lines being drawn last, with the name 
added last. 


This ident remained with the station until the end of its existence with some 
modifications, firstly the jingle was altered to nine notes on a guitar a few years later, 
and then the background was revealed to be blue in 1969 with the introduction of 
colour (blue was the background colour of the ident as used in black and white, being 
shot with black background and white star would have given too much contrast and 
overexposed the camera). This ident with blue background colour was maintained after 
the introduction of colour transmissions because this still provided a good contrast on 
black and white TV sets. This ident, occasionally supplemented by a subsequent caption 
stating 'The Station that serves the South’, lasted until the company ceased 
transmission in 1982. 


In addition to these idents, a clock was used featuring a blue background and Southern 
legend, and for introducing links between programmes, in-vision continuity was utilised 
often. Continuity announcers included: 


e Brian Nissen (transferred to TVS in 1982) 

e Christopher Robbie (transferred to TVS in 1982) 
e Keith Martin 

e Gill Hewitt 

e Verity Martindill 


1980 franchise round[edit] 


This section's tone or style may not reflect 
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The 1980 franchise round required Southern Television to re-apply to the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority (IBA) to continue to serve the South East from 1982. 
Competition was stiff, and in the end, Southern Television lost its franchise to Television 
South (TVS), a new consortium with fresh ideas and bold plans that were quite different 
from Southern Television's proposals. 


Southern's failure was met with anger and disbelief by its board of directors. taten 

needed) Although the IBA gave its standard reason for such decisions—that the competitor 
offered greater investment and a better mix of programmes—it was believed the 
station's non-local ownership may have swayed the balance against it. Another factor 
may have been the company's conservative nature and that, with a new decade just 
dawned, the south of England would be a radically different area; it was felt that 
Southern Television's application was more of the same tried and tested formula, which 
in time would not have reflected the possibilities for the area. Yet another possible 
factor was the incumbent's complacency: its original application was a mere 16 pages 
long. Tactfully the IBA invited Southern Television to re-submit, this time asking the 
company to go into more depth with its plans. 


TVS spent months trying to persuade Southern to sell its studios until it finally 
succeeded. TVS was forced to use portable office buildings (known as Portakabins) in 
Southern's car park (something repeated later by the winner of the 1991 franchise, 
applicant Meridian Broadcasting, now known as ITV Meridian, while it waited to take 
over from TVS). Southern finally agreed to lease its studios for the production of TVS 
programmes and sell them to TVS outright at the end of 1981. The handover was tinged 
with acrimony on behalf of Southern Television, which appeared to take its anger at the 
decision out on TVS rather than the IBA, which had made the actual choice. 


In Southern Television's final productions, Day by Yesterday (a Day by Day special) 
and And It's Goodbye From Us, a song was featured, composed and performed 

by Richard Stilgoe, deriding the incoming TVS as Portakabin TV and mocking TVS for 
choosing Maidstone as a production base in the newly enlarged dual region—despite 
the fact that Southern Television itself had already purchased a site at Vinters Park in 
Maidstone for a planned studio complex, which it would have built had it retained its 
franchise. Southern Television sold the land on to TVS at a considerable profit. 


Closure of Southern Television[edit] 


Southern Television's final programme And It's Goodbye From Us ended at 12.43 am on 
New Year's Day 1982. The programme closed with a medley of songs "to suit the 
occasion" sung by Lilian Watson and performed by the Bournemouth Sinfonietta under 
conductor Owain Arwel Hughes. The show's presenter, long-serving continuity 
announcer Christopher Robbie, signed off from Southern Television with the words: 


Goodbye songs from Lilian Watson because ... it's goodbye time. We said 
at the start that we'd come to celebrate, and | think we have. We've 
enjoyed remembering, and I'm sure you won't forget. So, with a final 
farewell smile from those Southern people who've become to many of you, 
true friends, it's goodbye from us. 


Afterwards, the camera panned to show many of the on-air talent and company 
executives standing (rather solemnly) as their names were displayed on-screen and the 
"Southern Fantasia" (composed especially for the show by Jonathan Burton, and 
performed earlier on in the programme) played in Southern Television's final two 
minutes. When the piece came to a climactic end, the illuminated logo signs and lights 
on the set were gradually turned off, fading to the Southern Television Colour 
Production slide (being shown for the final time), which dissolved into the station's logo, 
spinning away into an animated starry sky. The acoustic guitar jingle played for what 
would be the final time with a deep extended echo, and the screen slowly and silently 
faded to black, remaining that way for close to a minute. There were no closing or shut- 
down announcements, no suggestions for viewers to switch off their television sets, nor 
even the customary playing of God Save the Queen. At 12.45 am the transmitters were 
simply, and abruptly, shut down, putting a permanent end to Southern's broadcasts 
after 24 years. Exactly 8 hours and 40 minutes later, Television South began 
broadcasting in Southern's former region. 


Southern Television's programme archive was sold to Southern Star Group, then 
Renown Pictures; the names "Southern Television Ltd", "Southern Independent 
Television" and "Southern Television", and the star device idents used between 1958 
and 1981, all transferred to Art Attack and Finger Tips producer Nic Ayling in 2004. 
Southern Television now trades as an independent production company. 


In August 2008, ITV Meridian commemorated the 50th anniversary of Southern 
Television's first transmission with special reports on Thames Valley 

Tonight and Meridian Tonight (South and South East editions) alongside a half-hour 
programme presented by Fred Dinenage. 


See also[edit] 


e Television South, Southern Television's successor. 
e |TV Meridian, the current incumbent of the South franchise. 
e ITV (TV network) 


e History of ITV 
e Hannington transmitting station, the site of a famous Southern Television broadcast 


interruption by person or persons unknown in 1977. 
e Timeline of Southern Television 
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Television Centre 


Location within Southampton 


Alternativ The Southampton Television Centre 


e names 


General information 


Type Television studios 


Location On the banks of the River Itchen, adjacent 


to Northam Bridge and the A3024. Access 


to the site was from rear. 


Address Southampton, SO14 OPZ 


\w50°54’49’N 1°2318’WCoordinates: “#50 
°54'49’N 1°23'18’W 


Coordinate 


sS 


Constructi 1967 


on started 


Inaugurate 19 August 1969 
d 


Demolishe Summer 2008 


d 
Cost £2,500,000 
Owner Southern Television, Television 
South, Meridian Broadcasting 
Technical details 
Floor 2 
count 


Television Centre, Southampton was home to the three ITV contractors for the 
South and South East region: Southern, TVS, and Meridian. It was also known as The 
Southern Television Centre, The Southampton Television Centre, and unofficially 
as The Northam Studios. 


The studio centre was constructed in 1967, vacated in 2004 and demolished in 2008. 
The site lay empty until 2016 when a £40 million development scheme to build 350 flats 
began.” 


History[edit] 


The site was built by the first ITV contractor for the South, Southern Television, as 
replacement facilities for their converted cinema studios. The cinema had been 'The 


Plaza’. The new complex was located on the same site as the original cinema, on land 
reclaimed from the River Itchen. 


The new complex was state of the art and fully equipped for colour television, launched 
in the region in 1969. Southern moved into the new complex on 19 August 1969. The 
site had two large production studios, ready to produce many of Southern's programme 
productions for the ITV Network. It was from here that Southern's news operations were 
based also, with a separate studio for their news programme, Day by Day.” The site 
also featured access to the river where Southern's motor boat Southerner, could be 
moored allowing for easy and quick access for a news team to take to the water. 241 


One unusual feature of the site was the railway line that ran through the car park. This 
linked the British Rail sidings at Northam to Driver's Wharf where scrap metal was 
loaded into ships. It was operated by a venerable 0-4-0 diesel shunter. In 1984 the line 
fell into disuse as the scrap was now delivered by road.® The tracks were then 
tarmacked over to provide extra car parking spaces. The line featured in the first 
episode of Saturday Banana with a steam locomotive, Bonnie Prince Charlie, from 


the Great Western Society at Didcot. 


During the 1980 ITV franchise round, the region was sought after, having the highest 
advertising revenues. Southern was replaced as ITV contractor by Television South, or 
TVS for short. In August 1981 TVS completed the purchase of the site but, prior to the 
new company taking control of the region, they had no office space within the buildings 
and so based operations in Portakabins located in the car park, while Southern 
continued their operation inside. This was mocked on the closing night of Southern, with 
the song 'Portakabin TV', performed by Richard Stilgoe,™ though the arrangement was 
later repeated by Meridian as they waited to take over from TVS.4 


The new contractor continued producing programmes at the Southampton base, and 
increased production significantly throughout their period. As a result, they created a 
number of extensions with a new car park, scenery blocks, production offices anda 
location facilities garage in the ex-Fairways Marine building. The main office building 
was connected to the studio block by an elevated walkway. TVS continued successfully 
until 1991, when another franchise round occurred and they lost, possibly as a result of 
financial problems the company incurred following the takeover of MTM Enterprises. 


Meridian logo on side of building up close, following closure of studios (there is graffiti on the 
bottom of the logo) 
The new franchise holder, Meridian Broadcasting, originally had plans to base itself in an 


office unit (which it did a little over 10 years later), as its operation required only 
presentation and play out facilities with a small studio for local news. They had no plans 


to make programmes themselves and would therefore have no use for a studio facility 
as large as the TVS base in Southampton. This would have left TVS with two studio 
complexes, the modern studios in Maidstone being their choice for a base as an 
independent production company. However, following TVS's franchise loss, the two 
companies negotiated the takeover of the studios by Meridian, ending in Meridian's 
purchase of the Northam studio complex. This also preserved a number of jobs 
originally not planned by Meridian. However, it still meant huge job losses: 100 of TVS's 
original workforce of 760 continued to work for Meridian, the others mainly working as 
freelances, many for independent companies. 


On 1 January 1993, Meridian took control of the franchise. Despite not originally 
intending to own such a huge facility, they did put it to good use, with some productions 
made in the studios there. Meridian also rented out these studio spaces to other 
independent production companies, including programmes commissioned directly for 
Meridian. Following Meridian's merger with Anglia Television and HTV to form United 
News & Media, some playout and presentation facilities for these regions were moved to 
Northam, saving the company a significant amount of money. Their productions also 
increased in 1997 following the launch of Channel 5, which was part owned by United 
News & Media, as many of the new channel's programmes were made at Northam.22 


However, in 2000, United News & Media's television assets were bought by Granada plc, 
which in 2004, merged with Carlton Communications to form ITV plc, a new company 
owning all the ITV franchises in England, Wales and South Scotland. This also left the 
new company with at least thirteen studio complexes: the production centres of all of 
the companies they had taken over. It was decided that this number should be reduced 
to The London Studios, formerly of LWT, The Leeds Studios, formerly of ITV 

Yorkshire and The Manchester Studios (alternatively called 3sixtymedia), formerly of ITV 
Granada, with all other studio complexes being sold and replaced with small scale 
offices and news gathering centres.“ 


The derelict studios 


Meridian's studio complex was not as big as some of the other production sites, was too 
close to The London Studios to be useful and was not in a central location. It was 
surplus to requirements for the region, and was nearly 35 years old. It was therefore 
decided that the studios would be closed, and all operations moved to a new purpose 
built unit at Whiteley. The last network production at the studios was in June 2004, with 
the last live programme being the late night Meridian Tonight, on 17 December 2004. 
As the new studio complex was fully equipped, all equipment, furniture and other more 
unusual lots: the original TVS portakabins for example, were auctioned off on 3 March 
2005, Suzolz21 


In the years following the move, some areas of the studios were dismantled, with 
technical equipment being stripped from the building, such as miles of cables. For many 
years after this, the building stood empty and neglected while a decision was made as 
to the future of the site. Demolition of the outlying buildings began in the summer of 
2008. The site was partially dismantled and demolished and then the main building - 
the original studio built by Southern - was finally demolished in 2009. The site remained 
empty after its initial developer, Oakdene, went into administration in 2009. In 2015 
work started on surveying and clearing the site ready for the anticipated construction of 
350 flats on the site by Inland Homes." 


See also[edit] 


Ji Hampshire portal 


e Southern Television 

e Television South 

e Meridian 

e Northam, Southampton 
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completion 
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Television South (TVS) was the ITV franchise holder in the south and south east of 
England between 1 January 1982 at 9.25 am and 31 December 1992 at 11.59 pm. The 
company operated under various names, initially as Te/evision South pic and then 
following reorganisation in 1989 as TVS Entertainment pic, with UK broadcasting 
activities undertaken by subsidiary TVS Television Ltd.™ 


During its 11-year history, TVS produced a number of notable programmes for 

the ITV network especially in the fields of drama, light entertainment and children's 
programming. It was also a significant regional broadcaster producing a wide range of 
programmes for its area with the flagship being the nightly award-winning news 
programme Coast to Coast produced as two separate editions for the south and south 
east. 


TVS ceased broadcasting on 31 December 1992 after losing its franchise to Meridian 
Broadcasting during the review of franchise holders in 1991. The company was sold to 
the U.S. firm International Family Entertainment in 1993. Television South's trademarks 
are now owned by an independent production company. 


Formation([edit] 
Further information: Timeline of TVS 


TVS was formed following discussions between television producer James Gatward, 

21 television executive Bob Southgate, who had previously worked at ITN, Thames 
Television, and journalist Martin Jackson to apply for the new "South and South-East" of 
England ITV 1980 franchise. Finance was provided by Barclays Bank and Charterhouse 
investment bank. This area was the most hotly contested with seven other applicants 
besides TVS and the incumbent, Southern Television. 


The Independent Broadcasting Authority had decided to change the area covered from 
the south to include the south east and included the Bluebell Hill transmitter, associated 
relays and the main relay at Tunbridge Wells which previously were covered by ITV's 
London contractors. To reflect this the contract area served by Southern Television, 
which was previously titled the South of England area was renamed South and South- 
East of England. To serve the new region better the IBA expected the successful 
applicant to operate separate facilities for both the south and the south-east, known as 
a dual-region, with new additional facilities to be built in the South East. 


Following submission of their application, TVS were anticipating that they would be 
forced into a shotgun marriage with Southern, but in the event TVS won outright against 
the seven other contenders since their plans for a better mix of programmes and 
greater investment were considered good enough to operate the franchise alone.“ This 
was the official line given by the IBA, but it was also considered that Southern's non- 
local ownership (the majority shareholders were Associated Newspapers, based in 
London, and D.C. Thomson, based in Dundee)® and their very conservative nature led 
to it being dropped in favour of the more interesting proposals made by TVS in their 
franchise application. 


By the start of 1981 a number of high-profile personalities had joined the station in 
preparation for the start of the new franchise: 


e Michael Blakstad, Ex Tomorrow's World, "Director of Programmes"; 

e Anna Home ex BBC children's, "Head of Children's and young people"; 
e Michael Rodd Head "Science and industry programmes"; 

e Herbert Chappell "Features, Education and Music" 


During 1981, TVS's ambitions were soon recognised for their desire to have a greater 
say in how ITV operated and its dismay on how it was being treated by the Big Five ITV 
companies, Thames Television, LWT, Central Independent Television, Yorkshire 
Television and Granada Television. The rationale was that the larger ITV companies 
should bear more of the production costs as their size enabled them to. This led to 
criticism in some quarters that the larger of the remaining 'regional' ITV companies, 
such as TVS, Anglia Television, STV, Tyne Tees Television and HTV, found it difficult to 
get network access for their major productions, and that they were left with softer non- 
primetime sectors, such as children's and religious television. 


Michael Blakstad, the Director of Programmes, claimed ITV needed a shake up as an 
advertiser, and viewers did not like contemplating the ITV nightly programme offering 
and were hoping the "Big Five" would welcome TVS with open arms as a chance to light 
up the schedules, as the only "occasional flash of excitement" appeared from LWT's The 
South Bank Show. Blakstad claimed none of TVS's £2 million worth of new programming 
had been accepted for networked transmission, and TVS was only invited to the 
monthly contractors meetings as observer only from May 1982. He also expressed 
doubts that Yorkshire Television would give up its monopoly of networked science 
programmes. Blakstad stated "TVS was awarded the franchise to bring a catalyst to ITV, 
but the authority may have to help them get into the laboratory first".~ 


In the days before the start of the new franchise, the IBA made it clear that they were 
happy about the service changes, and were particularly impressed with TVS in 
connection with new programming for the ITV network, in areas in which the IBA wished 
for improvements, mainly children's and the sciences.“ TVS' aims were for a different 
line of programming in the early evening slots, to win back the 50,000 viewers they 
claimed were switching over to rivals, due to the poor service provided by Southern. 


TVS began broadcasting at 9.30 am on Friday 1 January 1982. The new dual-regional 
station sprang to life with its new specially composed startup music - variously named 
but referred to in-house as TVS Gallop, accompanied by a programme menu and clock. 
Continuity announcer Malcolm Brown, previously an announcer at Granada, made the 
opening announcement: 


Good morning. It's New Year's Day, 1982, and this is Television South. 

TVS, the new independent television company that's proud to serve both 
the South and South East of England. To begin with, we bring in the new 
with, for the first time, our symbol which will soon become very familiar. 


Following the first airing of the station's first ident, the first programme to air was 

a Coast to Coast special entitled Bring in the New, presented by Khalid Aziz. A number 
of presenters made the transition from Southern to TVS. All production staff were 
transferred as part of the then union agreements within ITV that no technician should 
lose employment as a result of franchise changes. 200 staff were also recruited for the 
facilities at Gillingham and Maidstone, although a small number of these were made 


redundant after the company went on-air as the studios struggled to reach production 
capacity, restricted by TVS' limited access to the ITV network. 


Broadcasting yearSs[edit] 


Prior to broadcasting, TVS refused to take on most of Southern's programme stock, 
except the arrangement to cover two Glyndebourne operas each year. Following the 
launch of Channel 4 in November 1982, the operas were shown on that 

channel. Houseparty was replaced by Not For Women Only which recognised changes in 
women's social patterns, while a new Saturday morning children's series called No. 

73 was also introduced, locally at first, before being networked.24 


Whitbread acquired a 20% stake in TVS from European ferries in April 1984, as the 
latter wished to concentrate its financial and management resources on the shipping 
and property sectors,“4 but sold on the stake in November 1986. Financial director 
Lionel Ross said: 


We think that Television South remains a very good company but we 
carried out a review of our investments and decided to concentrate our 
energies elsewhere. 


[12] 


In August 1984, Greg Dyke became TVS Director of Programmes.22241 Dyke was brought 
in to rejuvenate the station, and started to move programming away from its original 
philosophy of niche arts and science programming, and began producing more 
entertainment programmes. In 1985 an agreement was reached with LWT, who required 
help to fill its schedules with appropriate, domestically-produced programming while not 
having to increase its budget. Thus TVS was able to get more of its programmes onto 
the ITV network slots, such as Bobby Davro on the Box, Catchphrase, C.A.T.S Eyes, Five 
Alive, Kelly's Eye, The Ruth Rendell Mysteries, Summertime Special and other light 
entertainment programmes.: 


TVS retained its original philosophy for regional and children's programmes. By 
November 1986, the station became one of the most heavily criticised companies by 
the IBA over its programming. The criticism mainly concerned the Southampton editions 
of Coast to Coast while issues were raised over the quality of TVS's drama and light 
entertainment output. Its education shows were 'too didactic' while its religious output 
was branded as having ‘barely discernible religious content'. Dyke accepted the IBA 
criticism, but highlighted that TVS had already begun remedying the issues and faults, 
with a new editor for its Southampton news operation, and a new head of religious 
output was brought in, along with a controller of drama, a first for TVS. Once again, TVS 
expressed their concern about its relationship with the Big Five ITV stations, and how 
they controlled the channel's output.22 In April 1987, Greg Dyke left TVS and returned to 
LWT.22 


By TVS's fifth anniversary in 1987, its profits had grown 62% since 1981 to £14.4million, 
which was helped after TVS increased its share of programming for ITV network and 
growth in new business; warnings were made that inflation and cost was higher, but 
projected growth television operations would be around 7-8% during the rest of 1987. 
481 The end result was that the accounts revealed TVS had become bigger than Yorkshire 
Television in terms of advertising revenue, and was quickly catching up with the other 
Big Five ITV companies.” By the following January, its profits had increased again to 
£21.8M. There was speculation at the time, that the technicians strike at TV-am could 


have spread to its operations over its plans to provide an overnight service% which 
become fully operational by June 1988. 


With TVS continuing to generate large profits, but restricted in ITV network 
programming, the company started to search for other investments. In 1985 it launched 
failed bids to acquire the French TV channel TF1 and Thorn EMI Screen entertainment. 
ru |n 1986 TVS was successful in buying Midem, an organisation that promoted trade 
fairs, and Gilson International a Los Angeles distribution company selling programmes 
outside the US.221 TVS also acquired a 3.5% stake in Australia Network 

Ten company Northern Star. 


At the start of July 1988, speculation started to appear of a take-over bid for the 
American media company MTM Enterprises.” By 7 July 1988, MTM was brought for 
£190M, which give Mary Tyler Moore 5.1% and Arthur Price, chief executive of MTM, 
6.6% shares in TVS. Both agreed not to sell for a period of five years. TVS paid for the 
deal partly by selling 10% stakes in TVS for £29.2M each to Canal Plus and Generle 
D'Images, a cable television, film library and film production group, asking shareholders 
for £47.8M through a convertible preference share issue, with the remaining £38m 
taken out in a bank loan. The deal created a unique company with productions 
operations in Ireland, UK and USA, along with a UK broadcasting franchise24! 


Uncertainty over the high price paid by TVS for MTM coupled with a collapse of a US 
syndication market, which affected many other US stations?» plus a £5.7M write-off, 
from the disposal of Super Channel”® resulted in financial instability. In January 1990, 
the company started searching for a buyer for a 49% stake in MTM,24 as part 
restructuring of MTM due to losses of £7.3M. A few days later, TVS confirmed profits 
were down 35% in 1989, which resulted in 140 UK redundancies.22 This was not as bad 
as expected since TVS has planned to eliminate 200 jobs during the summer of 1989.2% 


Ahead of the ITV franchise round, James Gatward resigned from TVS, after being 
informed his services were no longer required, as the board believed Gatward was not 
showing sufficient resolve in preparing TVS for the franchise bid. Further changes took 
place, with the TVS Television board being merged into the TVS Entertainment board, 
along with a further 100 redundancies to help strengthen the finances.” In March 1991, 
four contenders were lined up to buy MTM, which would have seen the company being 
sold off around £50M, there were hopes the deal would be sorted by May before the ITV 
franchise application was submitted. 2221 


Loss of Franchise[edit] 


In 1990 the new Broadcasting Act was passed by parliament, which deregulated 
broadcasting in the UK and removed the monopoly on programme production held by 
franchise holders. Changes to network broadcasting and the introduction of cable and 
satellite channels meant that ITV needed to be leaner and fitter to compete with its new 
rivals. 


The original draft of the Broadcasting Act stated that the applicant with the highest cash 
bid would win; however following fears that this would financially stretch the network 
and diminish programme standards the concept of a ‘quality threshold' was introduced. 
Incumbents and applicants had to pass this first before cash bids were even considered; 
even then if a cash bid was deemed to impact on plans the application could be 
rejected. 


TVS passed the quality threshold - indeed, as the incumbent broadcaster it could hardly 
have failed to do as failure would have called the ITC's own regulatory regime into 
question. The lucrative nature of the TVS contract area made it one of the most 


desirable franchises in the UK. Despite preparing vast amounts of audience research, 
programming proposals and an extremely comprehensive application document for the 
ITC, the TVS board - now minus its founder James Gatward - calculated that it needed to 
outbid all opposition to retain its licence. This resulted in the "bid high or die" strategy - 
in which the management calculated the highest possible bid that TVS could possibly 
afford. The result of these calculations was a massive £59 million per annum payable for 
the next 10 years. It was the highest bid ever made by any UK television broadcaster. 23 


The ITC announced the results of the franchise battle by releasing simultaneous faxes to 
the contending companies. Two companies had passed the so-called programme 
"quality threshold" - TVS and Meridian Broadcasting. Of these two TVS's bid was the 
higher - and therefore should automatically have been awarded the licence for the 
South and South East of England. However the ITC asserted that there was now a third 
criterion, a requirement that the ITC could confidently expect the winning company to 
sustain its annual payments throughout the entire period of the 10-year licence. The ITC 
used this to foot-fault TVS and claimed that the company would not be able to sustain 
the proposed £59 million a year licence payments. The ITC then awarded the licence to 
Meridian Broadcasting, which had bid only £36 million per year. 


The ITC refused every attempt to get it to explain its decision. TVS could have sought a 
judicial review but the legal advice that it received was that the prospect of success 
would be slim and the costs would be enormous." Whilst it carried on broadcasting to 
the end of its franchise period it began partially liquidating the company. The studio 
facilities at Southampton were sold to the incoming franchise winner Meridian 
Broadcasting - even though Meridian had said it intended to operate as a "publisher 
broadcaster" and would not be making anything like the amount of regional 
programming made by TVS.85! The Maidstone Studios were retained with the news 
facility being leased to Meridian as TVS planned to continue trading as an independent 
producer. 


The unions started to negotiate with Meridian to absorb some of the 800 TVS staff 
facing redundancy. Meridian only planned to employ 370 staff, as it intended to produce 
a far smaller amount of network programming and would use independent producers for 
the remainder of its programming. In the event, the projections of advertising revenue 
on which TVS had based its massive bid turned out to be correct. However, only three 
years later, all the high-bidding licensees - including HTV which had nearly bankrupted 
itself to put forward a £25 million bid to win back the Wales and West licence - were 
allowed to reduce their licence payments, in some cases by more than half. 


Closing nightLedit] 


TVS ceased broadcasting to the south and south east of England at just before midnight 
on 31 December 1992. While most other ITV stations were broadcasting the Thames 
Television farewell programme The End of the Year Show, Scottish and Grampian chose 
to opt out and instead aired the traditional Hogmanay, while TVS chose to opt out and 
air its own final programme entitled Goodbye to All That, a retrospective of its 
programming, presented by Fred Dinenage and Fern Britton, recorded in front of a 
studio audience at the Northam studios in Southampton on 13 December. The 
programme closed with an amended version of the TVS ident, along with the 

message Thanks for Watching before crossing to Big Ben for the New Year chimes at 
midnight and the handover to Meridian Broadcasting. 


Post-franchise era[edit] 


In Autumn 1992, a number of American companies were interested in acquiring the 
company, from the likes of TCW Capital, International Family Entertainment Inc. (IFE) 
and Lorne Michaels.2# IFE originally made an bid worth £38.2M£4 and received backing 
from a number of key shareholders for the bid to be accepted.2# A small number of 
shareholders, including Julian Tregar, rejected the offer from IFE. In November, TCW 
Capital made a counter bid,2 but pulled out a few weeks later after reviewing the 
accounts of TVS.“ IFE increased its offer to £45.3M, but continued to be opposed by 
Julian Tregar who blocked the deal on technical grounds, as they alleged that the offer 
was too low. [FE finally revised and increased the offer to appease the remaining 
shareholders, “21 on 23 January 1993 IFC offer of £56.5M was finally accepted,” with 
the deal being completed on 1 February 1993. In September 1993, IFE launched a UK 
version of The Family Channel based at The Maidstone Studios and using some 
elements of the TVS programme archive. Flextech were a partner in the venture, taking 
a 39% stake in the business.2@@ 


In 1996, IFE sold its remaining 61% share to Flextech,“4 giving them full ownership of 
the venture, and subsequently in February 1997 Flextech rebranded the channel 

to Challenge TV, focusing mainly on game shows. IFE was sold to Fox Kids Worldwide (a 
joint venture of News Corporation and Saban Entertainment) ,“249I59 which in turn was 
acquired by Disney in 2001.#s21 The MTM Enterprises library was maintained by 20th 
Century Fox Television (which was acquired by Disney in 2019). 


Studio facilities[edit] 


Northam, Southampton{[edit] 
Main article: Television Centre, Southampton 


The Southampton base was the company's corporate headquarters and its primary 
production and transmission centre. These studios were purchased by TVS from its 
predecessor Southern, but TVS was delayed in the purchase of the site by Southern and 
therefore had to initially operate prior to launch from temporary buildings in the 
Southern car park, leading to Southern contemptuously naming them Portakabin TV, as 
referenced in a satirical song performed by Richard Stilgoe on Southern's final 
programme. TVS finally completed the purchase of the Southampton site, equipment, 
news library and staff pension fund in August 1981. Also included in the sale was land 
purchased by Southern for planned new studios in Maidstone. Upon purchase TVS made 
significant investment, including building a new scenery block to the rear of the existing 
site. After losing its contract TVS sold the studios to its successor Meridian Broadcasting 
in mid-1992. The studios were closed by Meridian in 2004 and were demolished in 2010. 


Vinters Park, Maidstone[edit] 
Main article: The Maidstone Studios 


The studios to serve the eastern section of TVS's transmission area were at Vinters 

Park near Maidstone in Kent. The site was originally acquired by Southern Television, 
which had commissioned a conceptual design for new studio facilities on the site. 
Following the award of the franchise to TVS, Southern Television sold the site to the new 
company at a premium. Construction commenced in early 1982 and the first studios at 
the centre became operational in mid-1983. 


The Maidstone Studios, though significant (and home to many networked shows) were 
ancillary to those in Southampton which were the company's corporate headquarters. 


Meridian Broadcasting, the new licensee, were not offered the studios as TVS initially 
intended to become an independent producer. However Meridian Broadcasting agreed 
to rent the newsroom and facilities for an initial 10-year period from 1993. Following the 
sale of TVS in 1993, the studios were acquired by TVS's new owners IFE and Meridian 
Broadcasting's agreement came to a premature end. Meridian operated from elsewhere 
in Maidstone, but in 2004, after extensive cutbacks, it moved back into a small 
newsroom in the Maidstone Studios. 


Dover[edit] 


The studios, on Russell Street, were originally the eastern base of Southern Television 
from which Scene South East and Scene Midweek were broadcast, and were essentially 
a news gathering operation with transmission facilities for regional news opt-outs. TVS 
used Dover as a regional studio for a year until completion of Vinters Park when it 
disposed of the site. The buildings have since been demolished and the site is now used 
as a Car park. 


TVS Television Theatre[edit] 


TVS acquired the former Plaza Cinema in Gillingham, Kent as a stopgap measure 
between the commencement of broadcasting and the completion of Vinters Park. The 
theatre was quickly converted for television use ready for the start of broadcasting. The 
decision to operate a television theatre was against the trend in television at that time 
as both the BBC and Thames Television were to dispose of similar facilities in the 
following two years. 


Production at Gillingham was limited. It was used for several quiz shows and it was the 
base of the regional afternoon magazine show Not for Women Only and TVS recorded 
the UK inserts for Fraggle Rock there. TVS sold the theatre in 1988 to an independent 
production company. For a period afterwards the site was used for other activities 
before being demolished to make way for redevelopment. A campaign to have it listed 
failed as the large-scale conversion for television production had made it unsuitable for 
listing. 


Regional offices[edit] 


TVS maintained small news studios in Brighton, Reading and Poole. Each studio had a 
single camera and a cut down version of the interview set to enable down the line 
interviews. These centres were each manned by a news team, consisting of two 
reporters, a cameraman, sound man and lighting electrician. with a helicopter links 
equipped vehicle. The studios were based in the Brighton Centre, Reading Civic 
Centre and Poole Arts Centre. 


A studio at Westminster was created for parliamentary coverage; TVS had two cameras 
in the basement studio of the Queen Elizabeth Conference Centre in Broad Sanctuary, 
as well as a news crew. This facility was available for hire to other broadcasting 
organisations when not needed by TVS. One feature was a remote-control operated 
camera mounted on the roof of the centre, giving a clear shot of the Houses of 
Parliament for use as a live backdrop. 


In addition, TVS had sales offices in London, which was converted from a former bakery, 
and Manchester. 


Sub-regions[edit] 


TVS operated a dual region, where the company both offered different services for the 
South and South East of England. This was primarily a different edition of the 

flagship Coast to Coast news programme from a different base and with a different 
presenting team. However, some other local programming was produced solely for the 
South or South East and as a result programming would differ either between sub 
regions or pan regional programmes. 


At the beginning of TVS's time as contractor, the company used separate presentation 
for each sub region, with a caption declaring the sub region below the clock so viewers 
could differentiate between programmes for the whole region, or for their sub region. 
This practice was dropped after a year or so. 


Identity[edit] 


TVS original logo used 1982-1987 


TVS's identity featured a six coloured symbol that formed up in three stages from the 
outside in before zooming out and sitting alongside the TVS lettering, accompanied by a 
shortened version of the station theme New Forest Rondo. There were different 
variations for weekday and weekend, which only differed in the zoom out to the 
lettering. The ident was shot initially on film of a mechanical model, but was later shot 
using video effects and from 1985, a computer generated version of the ident was used. 
Accompanying this ident was a clock on a black background with the six TVS colours 
either side, and an ident sequence following the theme 'For the best view of the South' 
which was used prior to the news. 


On 7 September 1987, following Greg Dyke's departure from TVS, the station's 
presentation was completely overhauled, with the new idents designed by John Hayman 
and a new jingle by Ed Welch. The new idents featured metallic TVS lettering which 
would spin out, turning into a metallic logo before spinning back to the lettering. The 
rainbow colour effects are still included, which are included when the logo spins. Three 
versions were produced, a normal ident, a short ident where the TVS logo rotated into 
the lettering, and a minute extended ident featuring video from the regions that was 
used upon startup and in some of the longer junctions. No clock was included in the 
look. The idents were all against a grey gradient background and featured the caption 
‘Television South’ below the end lettering. This change, in effect, brought a more 
"corporate" feel to TVS Television. 


This ident was altered slightly on 1 September 1989 following the TVS management 
restructuring, so that the ident was against a gradient blue background and cut in to the 
rotation of the logo into the lettering. The caption was changed to ‘Television’ to reflect 
the station's technical name of TVS Television, and the music was altered slightly to be 
bolder. Against the blue background, the metallic lettering now has the appearance of 
glass or perspex. This ident was used by TVS until they went off air on 31 December 


1992, when a special ident with the caption ‘Thanks for Watching’ was used to close the 
final TVS programme. 


Programming[edit] 


TVS News radio link helicopter 


TVS produced a vast array of programming covering a wide aspect of areas. As part of 
the dual region two entirely separate editions of the TVS regional news 

programme Coast to Coast were developed to produce daily news coverage across the 
area. Both the South and South East editions won the Royal Television Society's awards 
for the Best News Programme of the Year, in 1983 (South East edition), and in 1989 and 
1991 (South edition). 


TVS also innovated with the experimental Afternoon Club, a dedicated programme 
encompassing a number of afternoon soap operas, quiz shows etc. linked by general 
chat and guests etc.. They also produced their own afternoon magazine show Wot for 
Women Only. The station was also instrumental in providing separate non-news 
programmes for the South, South East and Thames Valley areas including the chat 
show, Coast to Coast People, and the listings guide This Way Out. The award- 
winning Country Ways series, which examined the people and places of the region, 
began in 1984 and continued in production for ITV Meridian until 2008. !etation needeai 


One of TVS strongest performance was in children's programming. Early successes 
included Saturday morning show No. 73 which launched the career of Sandi Toksvig and 
was networked from its second series, On Safari, the British version of Fraggle Rock and 
was one of the biggest contributors to Dramarama. |In 1990 the company brought 

back How as How 2 and Art Attack began. 


As TVS established its deal with LWT, the company started to make significant 
contributions to the network with its own drama and entertainment series 

including: Catchphrase, C.A.T.S. Eyes, numerous Bobby Davro series and the television 
adaptations of Ruth Rendell's novels, which proved to be a success with over fifteen 
programmes being made over a ten-year period. 


TVS also provided a number of networked factual and science-based programmes, 
including /n The Mouth of the Dragon and The Real World which was twice broadcast in 
3D (a ground-breaking TV first in the UK) with special glasses given away with TV 
Times magazine. 


TVS Outside Broadcast mobile control room 


TVS continued Southern Television's tradition of providing classical music programmes 
but these were broadcast on Channel 4 instead of ITV, principally involving 

The Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra under its conductor Owain Arwel Hughes. Other 
contributions included opera from Glyndebourne and a performance of Mahler's 8th 
Symphony from Salisbury Cathedral to inaugurate Channel 4's stereo service. As well as 
classical music, TVS also produced a number of pop and light music programmes. 


Other location programming included the usual round of sports coverage in the region, 
principally football. Also extensive coverage of the various party political conferences 
from Brighton and Bournemouth. In the summer a major light entertainment 
programme, Summertime Special was produced for the ITV network on Saturday 
evenings. 


Children's[edit] 


e Are We There Yet? e Motormouth (1988-92) 

e Art Attack (1990-92) e No. 73 (1982-1988) 

e The Boy Who Won the Pools (1983) e Panic Station (1988) 

e Castle of Adventure (1990) e On Safari (1982-84) 

e Dramarama (1983-89) e Running Loose (1986-88)= 

e Do lt(1984-88) e Rupert (TV series) (1991) 

e Finders Keepers (1991-92) e Star Kids 

e Fraggle Rock (1984-1990) e The Storyteller (1988) 

e Get Fresh (1986-88) e Telebugs (1986-87) 

e The Haunting of Cassie Palmer(1982) œ Travellers By Night (1985) 

e Henry's Leg (1986) e TUGS (1989) 

e How 2 (1990-92) e The Witches and the Grinnygog (1983) 
e Knights of God (1987) e Worldwise (1985-88) 

e Mr Majeika (1988-90) 

Comedy/Entertainment[edit] 

e All Clued Up (1988-91) e Kelly's Eye (1985) 

e Bobby Davro on the Box (1985-86) e Love Me, Love Me Not (1988) 
e Bobby Davro's TV Weekly (1987-88) e The Parlour Game (1985-87) 
e Catchphrase (1986-92) e The Pyramid Game (1989-90) 
e Challenge of the South (1987-88) e Richard Digance 

e Concentration (1989-90) e Salute to the Mayflower 

e Davro's Sketch Pad (1989) e Summertime Special (1986-88) 
e Darvo (1990-91) e The Television Show (1987) 

e Etcetera e Tellthe Truth (1989-90) 


Five Alive (1987-88) ° 


e Goodbye to All That (1992) ° 
e The Helo Squad 

e It's A Dog's Life (1990) ° 
e Jeopardy! (1990-91) ° 


That's Love (1989-92) 

They Came From Somewhere 
Else (1984, for Channel 4) 

TV Weekly (1989-92) 

Vintage Quiz (1984) 

Ultra Quiz (1983-85) 


Contributions to series on the ITV network[edit] 


e Morning Worship 
e The Time, The Place 


Dramal[edit] 


e Appointment With Fear: House of ° 
Glass (1992) e 
The Brief (1984) 


C.A.T.S. Eyes (1985-87) 

Day To Remember (1986) 

Exclusive Yarns (1987; for Channel 4)52 
Gentlemen and Players (1988-89) 

The Heroes (1989) 

Heroes II: The Return (1991) 

Mandela (1987) © e 


Documentaries & Features[edit] 
e 7 Days (1982) e 
A Taste of the Country (1992) 
Afternoon Club (1982-84) 

A Full Life (1982-89)& 

Agenda (1984-91) 

Airport 90 (1990) 

Arcade (1985-88) 

Artbeat 

Art of the Western World (1989-90) 

An Englishman's Home (1986) 

The Bottom Line (1984 for Channel 4) 
About Britain (1982-88) 

Coast to Coast People 

Country Ways (1984-92) 

Enterprise South (1980s) 

Facing South (1985-90) 

Fascinatin' Rhythm 

Farm Focus (1982-89) 

Frocks on the Box | Posh Frocks & New 
Trousers (1987-90) 

e The Human Factor (1984-92) 

e Horses for Courses (1986-87) 

e An Idea of Europe (1987; for Channel 4, 


Michelle Magorian's Back Home (1989) 
Murderers Among Us: The Simon 
Wiesenthal Story (1989) 

II Magistrato (1990) 

Perfect Scoundrels (1990-92) 

Radio (1982) 

Rules of Engagement (1989) 

Run For Your Wife (Adaptation of stage 
play) 

Secret Weapon (1990) 

The Ruth Rendell Mysteries (1987-1992) 


Just Williams (1982-85) 
Lymington Cup 

Not For Women Only (1982) 
The Other Side of Me (1982-83)=% 
Police 5 (1982-92) 

Project Yankee (1987) 

Putting on the South (1984-86) 
Questions (1984-88) 

Regrets 

Steam Sunday (for Channel 4, 
September 1990) 

Tahiti Witness (1987) =% 

Tall Ships' Race (1982) 

Taste Of The South (1987) 
That's Gardening (1986-92) 
The Boat Show (1983-92) 

The Purple Line (1984) 

The Real World (1982-86)= 
The Spirit of Uppark 

This Way Out (1990) 

Ultrasail 

Whitbread Round the World Race 
Writers on Writing (1983-87) 


fronted by Richard Hoggart) 
e Just Champion 


Music[edit] 
e Action for Drugs Concert e The Magic Flute (Glyndebourne) 
e The Barber of Seville (Glyndebourne) e Mary O'Hara 


e DJ ¢ A Midsummer Night's 
e Fidelio (Glyndebourne) Dream (Glyndebourne) 
e JI Seraglio (Glyndebourne) e Mahler's 8th Symphony (for Channel 4) 
e La Traviata (Glyndebourne) ¢ Off The Record 
e Just Liz (Liz Robertson) e Royal Gala Performance (for New 
e The Love of Three Zealand TV) 
Oranges (Glyndebourne) e Poole Promenade Concerts 


See also[edit] 


e Southern Television 
e ITV Meridian 

e ITV (TV network) 

e History of ITV 
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This is a timeline of the history of TVS. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o 28 December - The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces that TVS has 
been awarded the franchise to broadcast to South and South East England. It will 
replace Southern Television at the start of programmes on 1 January 1982. 


e 1981 
o August - TVS purchases Southern’s studios but continues to use them until its 
franchise runs out at the end of the year, forcing TVS to operate out 
of Portakabins located in the car park. 


e 1982 
o 1 January - 
= TVS launches at 9:30 am. 
= At5:15 pm TVS broadcasts the first main edition of its new regional news 
magazine Coast to Coast and from day one, two separate editions for the 


south and south east are broadcast although for the first few months, a pan- 
regional segment is aired. 
o Autumn - TVS opens The Maidstone Studios. 


1983 

o 1 February - ITV’s breakfast television service TV-am launches. Consequently, 
TVS’s broadcast day always begins at 9:25 am. 

o Following the opening of its new studios at Maidstone, TVS closes the studios in 
Dover which it had used as a news-gathering base for the south east area. These 
studios had previously been used by its predecessor Southern. The studios are 
demolished the following year. 


1984 

o 12 April - Whitbread acquires a 20% stake in TVS from European ferries, as the 
latter wished to concentrate its financial and management resources on the 
shipping and property sectors.” 

o 17 August - Greg Dyke is appointed as Director of Programmes. in a bid to 
rejuvenate the station. He started to move programming away from its original 
philosophy of niche arts and science programming, and began producing more 
entertainment shows. 


1985 

o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 

o TVS comes to an agreement with LWT to help to fill its schedules with 
domestically-produced programming while not having to increase its budget. 
This helps TVS to get more of its programmes onto the ITV network. 


1986 

o 12 January - The first edition of the long-running game show Catchphrase is 
aired, hosted by Roy Walker. 

o Channel Television switches its feed of the ITV network from TSW to TVS. 

o TVS is heavily criticised by the IBA over its programming. The criticism mainly 
concerns the Southampton editions of Coast to Coast while issues were raised 
over the quality of TVS's drama and light entertainment output. Its education 
shows were ‘too didactic’ while its religious output was branded as having 
‘barely discernible religious content'. Dyke accepted the IBA criticism, but 
highlighted that TVS had already begun remedying the issues and faults, with a 
new editor for its Southampton news operation, and a new head of religious 
output was brought in, along with a controller of drama, a first for TVS. Once 
again, TVS expressed their concern about its relationship with the Big Five ITV 
stations, and how they controlled the channel's output. 

o November - Whitbread sells its 20% stake in TVS. 

o TVS starts to branch out into other areas. It purchases Midem, an organisation 
that promoted trade fairs, and Gilson International a Los Angeles distribution 
company selling programmes outside the US. TVS also acquires a 3.5% stake in 
Australia Network Ten company Northern Star. 


1987 
o 10 April - Greg Dyke leaves TVS and returns to LWT. 
o 7 September- 


= Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a full 
morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 

= To mark the occasion, TVS launches a new look to its presentation.22 


o September - TVS begins broadcasting into the night and calls the service Late 

Night Late.“4 
e 1988 

o 20 June - TVS begins 24-hour broadcasting.“24# It simulcasts the service 
to Channel Television. 

o 1 July - TVS buys American media company MTM Enterprises.“4 

o 12 December - TVS launches a new sub-region, providing viewers served by 
the Hannington transmitting station with a more localised news service as an 
opt-out from regional news magazine programme Coast to Coast. 

o TVS sells its TVS Television Theatre in Gillingham, Kent. It had originally been 
purchased as a stopgap measure for its south east service prior to the 
completion of The Maidstone Studios. 

e 1989 

o 1 September - On the day that ITV launches its major new look, TVS chooses to 
refresh its own presentation rather than using the TVS version of the new ITV 
ident.25 

o Following a reorganisation, TVS formally changes its company name 
from Television South pic to TVS Entertainment pic, with its UK broadcasting 
activities undertaken by subsidiary TVS Television Ltd.28 

1990s[edit] 
e 1990 

o No events. 
e 1991 

o August - TVS closes its overnight service Late Night Late and starts simulcasting 
the overnight service provided by Thames and LWT.24 

o 16 October - The Independent Television Commission (ITC) announces that TVS 
has lost its licence. It loses out to Meridian Broadcasting. Meridian had tabled a 
lower bid but the ITC awarded the licence because it felt that TVS’ bid of 
£59 million was too high.2# Meridian Broadcasting was the highest of the other 
three applicants and was awarded the licence with a bid of £36 million per year. 

e 1992 

o 31 December - At 11:59 pm TVS stops broadcasting as after the chimes of Big 
Ben, the new licensee, Meridian Broadcasting takes over as franchise holder 
for South and South East England. 

e 1993 
o 1 February - International Family Entertainment Inc. purchases TVS and uses the 


TVS archives to help launch The Family Channel on 1 September 1993 which 
would then relaunch as Challenge TV on 3 February 1997. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 


e History of ITV television idents 
e Timeline of ITV 
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The Maidstone Studios 


The Current Maidstone Studios 


Location within Kent 


Former TVS Television Centre 


names Vinters Park Studios 
General information 

Status Open 

Type Television studios 


Address Vinters Business Park, New Cut Road, 


Maidstone, Kent, ME14 5NZ"™ 


Country United Kingdom 


$ W51.280°N 0.5499°ECoordinates: $ 
Coordinate 


51.280°N 0.5499°E 


Opening Autumn 1982"! 
Owner Maidstone Studios Limited (2002-)?2! 
Other information 
Parking 350") 
Website 
The Maidstone Studios 


The Maidstone Studios, formerly called TVS Television Centre, is the UK's largest 
independent television studio complex based at Vinters Park in Maidstone, Kent, UK. It 
has been home to a varied selection of independent British television programming 
including Later... with Jools Holland, Jools' Annual Hootenanny, Take Me 

Out, Catchphrase, as well as popular children's shows such as Mister Maker and Let's 
Play for CBeebies. 


Other recent credits also include: Bang on the Money, The Royals on E!, Ultimate 
Brain and Hetty Feather for CBBC, Davina McCall - Fitness DVDs, and The 
Coalition drama for Channel 4. 


History[edit] 
ITV[edit] 


The site was first chosen by the then incumbent South of England ITV 

company Southern Television in 1979, and purchased the following year, for a proposed 
new studio facility should they win the Independent Broadcasting Authority contract for 
the new dual South and South-east of England region in 1981. However, following the 
loss of their franchise, they sold the site to the successful applicant Television 

South (TVS) at a premium. In fact it was part of the agreement between TVS and 

the IBA that TVS must provide a studio facility for the new South East region if TVS were 
to win the contract (although Maidstone was not specified by the IBA). The complex first 
opened in late 1982 and provided significant output for the company alongside long- 
standing facilities in Southampton (which they also purchased from Southern). 


The site was used frequently for production, as a regional office and as a newsgathering 
hub, with the South East daily edition of Coast to Coast being based here from the 
completion of the studio complex. A small studio located in Dover had been used on 
Friday evenings only to provide an opt-out news service for Kent and East Sussex and 
TVS had continued to use those studios until the new studios were ready. 


Independent Ownership[edit] 


When TVS lost its franchise from ITV, the Southampton studios were sold to Meridian, 
but the Maidstone facility was retained, with a view to TVS becoming an independent 
production company. Meridian initially continued to rent space in the building as a 
production centre for the south east edition of Meridian Tonight, before moving to its 
own centre at nearby New Hythe between 1994 and 2004. The newsgathering operation 
returned to Maidstone Studios in 2004, though the studio for the programme moved to 
Meridian's new base at Whiteley in Hampshire. 


TVS, including the Maidstone Studios, was quickly bought by International Family 
Entertainment Inc. and the studios were used as an independent production facility. IFE 
subsequently launched a UK version of The Family Channel based in The Maidstone 
Studios, using some elements of the TVS programme archive. Flextech was a partner in 
the venture, taking a 39% stake in the business. In 1996, the studio complex was sold 
by International Family Entertainment Inc. to Flextech when it acquired the remaining 
61% of the UK Family Channel business. 


During 2002 the new owner of Flextech, Telewest Communications plc, overhauled the 
structure of the operations which resulted in the disposal of the studios. 


The studios were bought in 2002 by a local consortium of businessmen under the name 
"Dovedale Associates" for £4.25m, headed by ex-BBC producer Geoff Miles.“ In 2005 a 
£2 million refurbishment programme took place, as part of "Dovedale Associates" 
business plans for the complex. A new Studio 5 (now known as Studio 1) was opened, 
which covers 12,000 square feet (1,100 m?) able to accommodate a 2,000-strong 
audience; it is now their flagship HD studio, and between April 2013 and December 
2018 was the home of BBC2's Later... with Jools Holland. 


From 2006 to 2012 a company called "TVS Television Productions Ltd" was based in 
offices at The Maidstone Studios. The name "Television South Ltd", "TVS" and the colour 
logo device had been re-registered to lighting cameraman Keith Jacobsen, who traded 
as an independent production company with no links to the original. The 'new' TVS 
ceased trading on 9 March 2012, but as of May 2017 is owned by another independent 
production company. 


The area including car-parks and outbuildings to the east of the studio premises were 

bought by Hillreed Homes - planning permission was granted in 2014 for 77 dwellings®, 
and work to redevelop the site started in 2017. It is planned for vehicular access to the 
studios (including for production trucks) to be retained through the new housing estate. 


Studio Facilities[edit] 


As of October 2017, Maidstone Studios is only advertising their two largest studios, and 
is no longer advertising the three other studios on site. 


e Studio 1 - 12,000 square feet (1,100 square metres) - large/huge sets 
e Studio 2 - 6,000 square feet (560 square metres) - medium/large size sets 


Studios 1 and 2 have room for audience seating as well as room for sets. Studio 1 can 
handle 2,400 standing, 1,200 seated; Studio 2 can handle 250 seated. Both have large 
production galleries, are fully air-conditioned and can operate in SD or HD. Studio 1 also 
includes two large scene dock doors to allow easy access for people, scenery and 
vehicles. Access to Stage 2 is via the studio's scene dock area. The studios do not 
currently have any camera equipment other than a limited number of tripods and 


pedestals, and hence visiting productions are required to hire in equipment from 
elsewhere. 


Maidstone also has 4 edit suites, 1 dubbing suite, dressing and green rooms, production 
and wardrobe departments, scenery departments, transmission and playback facilities. 


On the Maidstone Studios premises is an data centre which offers rack space for servers 
for local, national and international companies. 


Other studios on the site: 


e Former Studio 1 - 2,000 square feet (190 square metres) - small/medium size sets 

e Former Studio 3 - 500 square feet (46 square metres) - small sets/presenting 

e Former Studio 4 - 250 square feet (23 square metres) - interviewing/blue 
screen/continuity 

e The American Diner - 700 square feet (65 square metres) - filming location 


Productions[edit] 


e 1 vs. 100 - Endemol for BBC 

e Art Attack - TVS, later Media Merchants and STV Productions, for ITV 

e Bang on the Money - ITV 

e The Basil Brush Show - The Foundation for BBC 

e The Biggest Loser (2012 final) - Shine Limited for ITV ™ 

e Cape Wrath - Ecosse Films for Channel 4 

e Catchphrase 

e The Coalition (2015) - Channel 4 

e Dale's Supermarket Sweep - TalkbackTHAMES for ITV 

e Defectors - Challenge 

e Don't Stop Believing - Shine TV/GroupM for Channel 5 

e The Door - ITV 

e Duel -\TV 

e FIFA eNations Cup (2019) - FIFA / Sky Sports 

e Finders Keepers - World Wide International Television and TVS, later STV_ 
Productions, for ITV 

e Fort Boyard: Ultimate Challenge - The Foundation for ITV and Disney XD (filmed on 
location in France) 

e Got to Dance - Sky1 

e Guesstimation - Initial for BBC 

e Hetty Feather - CBBC 

e It's a Mystery - Media Merchants and Meridian and ITV 

e Jeopardy! - TVS for ITV 

e Jo Brand's Great Wall of Comedy - Gold 

e Later... with Jools Holland (2013-2018) - BBC Two®! 

e Let's Play - CBeebies 

e Ministry of Mayhem - \TV Productions/The Foundation for ITV 

e = The Mint- ITV 

e Mister Maker - The Foundation for CBeebies 

e Prove It! - STV Productions/GeronimoTV for ITV 

e The Royals - E! 


e Scratch 'n' Sniff's Den of Doom (2007) - CITV 

e Sport Relief's Top Dog - BBC Two 

e Take Me Out - Talkback Thames for ITV 2 

e Trisha Goddard (2006-2010) - Townhouse TV for Channel 5 
e Ultimate Brain - CBBC 

e Was It Something I Said? - Channel 4 

e What's Up Doc? - TVS, later Scottish Television, for ITV 

e WOW! - Media Merchants and ITV Meridian and ITV 


Other uses[edit] 


e Until 2007, Radio Caroline broadcast from the complex. 

e In 2010 Maidstone Studios was used for an anti-speeding TV advert, airing on ITV 
between 15 January and mid-February.“4 

e Some of the old office space and the 2000 sqft former Studio 1 have been converted 
into a data centre offering rack space to local, national and international businesses. 

e Since 2010, the University For The Creative Arts has taught television production 
within the office space and studio space.” 
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e TV Ark's TVS Continuity Page (Contains promotion footage for Vinters Park's opening 
in 1982) 
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ITV Meridian 


MERIDIAN 


Le 


Type Region of television network 
Branding ITV 

Country England 

First 1 January 1993; 26 years ago 

air date 

TV Rowridge, Dover, Hannington, Bluebell 


transmitte Hill, Midhurst, Whitehawk Hill, Heathfield; 
rs Oxford (since 2015) 


Headquart 


Whiteley, Hampshire 


ers (previously Southampton) 
Broadcast Central Southern England, South East 
area 
England, Thames Valley 
Owner ITV plc (2004-present) 
Granada plc (2000-2004) 
United News & Media (1996-2000) 
Dissolved lost on-air identity on 
27 October 2002 (now known as ITV at 
all times) 
Former Meridian Broadcasting (1993-2004) 
names 
Picture 1080i HDTV, downscaled 
format ; 
to 16:9 576i for SDTV 
Affiliation ITV 
Official www.itv.com/news/meridian 
website 
Language English 
Replaced Tvs 


ITV Meridian (previously Meridian Broadcasting) is the holder of the ITV franchise 
for the South and South East of England." The station was launched at 12:00 am on 1 
January 1993, replacing previous broadcaster Television South, and is owned and 
operated by ITV plc, under the licensee of ITV Broadcasting Limited. Meridian 
Broadcasting Ltd was one of several (but not all) ITV plc-owned regional companies to 
have its legal name changed on 29 December 2006, when it became ITV Meridian Ltd. 
This company is, along with most other regional companies owned by ITV plc, listed 
with Companies House as a "Dormant company". 


The company broadcasts to the region from transmitters 
at Hannington, Midhurst, Rowridge, Whitehawk Hill, Hastings, Heathfield, Tunbridge 


Wells, Bluebell Hill, Dover? and, since 2015, Oxford (previously part of the ITV 
Central region), as well as associated relays. 


Today, ITV Meridian operates from studios in Whiteley, Hampshire, producing regional 
news services for three sub-regions, covering the South Coast of England, the South 
East of England and the Thames Valley. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Meridian Broadcasting 


Formation[edit] 


ITV Meridian was formed as Meridian Broadcasting in 1991. The company consisted of a 
consortium between Mills & Allen International (MAI), Selectv (15%) and Central 
Independent Television (20%), the latter of whom advised the consortium.2 Central 
Independent Television, along with Selectv, were instrumental in winning the franchise 
as a low bidder. Meridian Broadcasting intended to operate as a publisher broadcaster, 
meaning that the majority of programmes would be commissioned from independent 
producers rather than produced in house. 


In the ITV franchise auction of 1991, Meridian Broadcasting faced three other opponents 
in gaining the franchise, including the incumbent Television South and bids from Carlton 
Communications and CPV-TV.“! Meridian Broadcasting bid £36.5 million for the 
franchise, lower than TVS's bid of £59.8 million; however, the bid made by TVS was 
rejected following an unsatisfactory business plan. As the highest qualified bidder, 
Meridian Broadcasting therefore won the franchise.2 


Launch[edit] 


Meridian Broadcasting launched at midnight on 1 January 1993 replacing Television 
South, with the programme Meridian - The First 10 Minutes, a 10-minute outside 
broadcast from Winchester Cathedral presented by Debbie Thrower and previewing the 
station's forthcoming output. 


Other launch day programmes included Michael Palin's documentary First Night on 
Meridian and the first Meridian News bulletins for its three sub-regions. Meridian 
advertised their presence as the new ITV contractor heavily; promotions began 
appearing on TVS several weeks before the launch and the new company's logo was 
also incorporated into the product for the first advert shown on the station - the special 
edition Ford Fiesta Meridian car, available through Southern Ford dealers. 


Post-launch[edit] 


Six months after the launch of Meridian Broadcasting, the new company joined up 
with HTV, Westcountry Television, Channel Television and S4C to form a joint 
advertising company operated by Meridian Broadcasting and HTV.™ 


Shortly after, MAI began to expand by buying Anglia Television, the ITV franchise for the 
east of England, in 1994.2 The following year, MAI became a major shareholder in the 
consortium that won the franchise for Channel 5.24 In 1996, MAI merged with United 
Newspapers (via an agreed takeover by United) to form United News & Media (UNM). 
The resulting company owned the Daily Express newspaper, Meridian Broadcasting, 
Anglia Television, and a large shareholding (through the Yorkshire Post) in Yorkshire 
Tyne Tees Television, the owners of Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television. 


421 The stake in Yorkshire Tyne Tees Television was sold to Granada Television, allowing 

them to take control of the two franchises in 1997. United News & Media later agreed to 
buy Scottish Television's 20% stake in HTV" and on 28 June 1997, HTV was taken over 

fully by UNM for £370 million.“ 


In 1999, plans emerged of a merger between UNM and rival Carlton Television; 

451 however, these talks failed when it appeared that Meridian Broadcasting would have 
to be sold off as a condition of the deal."%4 As a result, the television assets of UNM 
were sold to Granada; however, due to regulations stating that the company could not 
control that large an audience share, the broadcasting arm of HTV was sold to Carlton 
Television in exchange for the 20% stake that Central Independent Television held in 
Meridian Broadcasting .2221l221 


ITV Meridian[edit] 


In 2002, Granada Television and Carlton Television decided to consolidate the separate 
brandings for the ITV franchises that they controlled, changing the name of the region 
to ITV Meridian, with the on screen name of ITV1 used before all non-regional 
programming. The consolidation became further pronounced when Carlton Television 
and Granada Television merged to form ITV plc in 2004. 2004 also saw the move of ITV 
Meridian from their previous Northam studio complex to a new studio base in Whiteley, 
Hampshire. 


In the subsequent years, ITV Meridian's workforce has been condensed slowly with its 
operations considerably downgraded. This came to a head when Michael Grade 
announced his intention to reduce the number of regional programmes from 17 to 9. As 
part of these plans, which were approved by Ofcom in 2008, the three editions of the 
news programme Meridian Tonight were replaced with a single edition with a pre- 
recorded opt out for either the South or South East of the region. The plans resulted in 
over half of Meridian's existing staff being made redundant; all employees wishing to 
remain with the company were obliged to re-apply for jobs.2" Some staff opted for 
voluntary redundancy and many others have been left without jobs. Strike action was 
threatened as a result of the announcement. 222212311241 


At present the only local programming that ITV Meridian provides for the region is the 
regional news programme. In 2013 proposals were approved by Ofcom that reversed 
the 2009 consolidation of ITV Meridian's regional news programmes, resulting in the 
reinstatement of the three sub-regions (South, East and Thames Valley).27 However to 
maintain lower costs, the main half-hour programme at 6pm contains a minimum 20 
minutes of regional news (10 minutes in the Thames Valley) and daily use of "shared 
content" from outside the region.2224 The practice of broadcasting one programme live 
and pre-recording others, using the same presenting team and studio set, continues. 
261 A pan-regional political programme, The Last Word, is also broadcast every month. 


Studios[edit] 


Former Meridian studios in Southampton 


Main article: Television Centre, Southampton 


When Meridian originally won the franchise in 1991, its plans were to purchase 
buildings, not unlike its current arrangement today: with a small studio for continuity 
and local news.8! This was planned because, being a publisher-broadcaster, it did not 
plan to make any programmes itself, instead buying in programmes from independent 
production companies. However, when TVS lost its franchise, TVS' plans were to 
become an independent production company based at Vinters Park, Maidstone, site of 
the former TVS South East division. Meridian took the opportunity to buy the 
Southampton studios from TVS. 


Meridian Logo on the side of their studios with graffiti on the bottom of the logo 


Meridian did put these studios to good use in the future; on some occasions, Meridian 
would hire its studios out to the independent companies to use for the programmes, 
and, under the ownership of United News & Media, some Channel 5 programmes were 
made there. However, as a publisher-broadcaster, the facilities were generally too big 
for Meridian.24 By 2004, ITV plc had decided that regional programming would be 
phased out in the years to come. In 2004, Meridian closed their Northam studios and 
moved to a unit in a business park in Whiteley. 22321311321 These new headquarters at 
Forum One, Solent Business Park, contained a newsroom plus the main technical 
production and transmission arms of the programmes including three small news 
studios. 


In summer 2008, Meridian's former studios at Southampton started to be dismantled, 
and it was planned to build a multi-storey block of flats. In December 2010, the site was 
still lying empty after developer Oakdene fell into administration in 2009.23 


Over the weekend of 22-23 October 2011, ITV Meridian moved to new premises in 
Fusion Three, on the same business park at Whiteley and across the road from its 
previous office.24 The new headquarters are again located in a conventional office 
building, and include two small studios, one of which is used for /TV News Meridian. The 
other is used for weather forecasts for the three sub-regions. The move was due to the 
cancellation of the lease at its former Whiteley premises. 


In addition to Meridian's Southampton headquarters, the company operated other 
studios and news bureaus. Upon launch, the South East output came from The_ 
Maidstone Studios before moving to a purpose-built studio centre at New Hythe near 
Maidstone in Kent in 1994. Following the move of the studio to Whiteley,» the complex 
closed with a south-east newsroom with producers and reporters being moved back 

to The Maidstone Studios. Additionally, Meridian originally opened and operated a new 
studio complex at Newbury for its Meridian West operation. This closed in 2001, when 
the studio was moved to Southampton. 


Sub-regions[edit] 


When Meridian launched, it divided its news operations into three separate sub regions. 
These regions were served by their version of news programme Meridian Tonight, 
presented by an individual team of presenters from a studio within the sub region. 
These regions were: 


e Meridian South, serving central and eastern Dorset, the Isle of Wight, the majority 
of West Sussex, the Brighton & Hove coastal conurbation of East Sussex, 
southern Hampshire and southern Wiltshire. Initially broadcast from Meridian's 
Southampton headquarters. 

e Meridian East, serving East Sussex, Kent, southern Essex and parts of West 
Sussex. Initially broadcast from The Maidstone Studios, before moving to New 
Hythe in 1994. 

e Meridian West, serving Berkshire, northern Hampshire, northern Wiltshire and 
parts of Surrey. Initially broadcast from Newbury. 


The services remained without major modification until 2001 when the Newbury 
complex was closed and the Meridian West studio operation was moved to the 
Southampton headquarters; Newsgathering remained the same as previously. When the 
company moved to Whiteley in 2004, presentation of all three editions of Meridian 
Tonight moved with the company, resulting in the closure of the New Hythe studio base, 
although newsgathering in the south-east was unaffected as journalists and reporters 
moved back to the Maidstone Studios. Despite this move not being uncommon in the 
broadcasting industry, some considered the move controversial, particularly as the 
Meridian South East programme would be presented 60 miles from the nearest part of 
the South East region and 160 miles from its furthest point.22 


On 4 December 2006, the Meridian West and Central South sub regions were merged to 
form the non-broadcast region ITV Thames Valley. This new service was broadcast from 
Whiteley, using Central's Abingdon base as the main newsgathering centre.2# 


Under cost-cutting plans announced by ITV in September 2007 and agreed to by the 
UK's broadcasting regulator Ofcom in October 2008, the region's three sub-regions 
would be replaced with one programme. This new programme would be split between 


the South East and a combined South/Thames Valley region for the first half of the 
programme, and joined as one for the remainder of the programme. One of the opt out 
segments would be pre-recorded depending on the regions news. The new programme 
began on 9 February 2009, presented by Sangeeta Bhabra and Fred Dinenage. Pan- 
regional bulletins including morning ones during Daybreak, which are branded Daybreak 
Meridian News, are also used in the region. The sub-regions retain their own local 
advertisements. 


In 2013, following a network wide rebrand of ITV, the long-standing Meridian 

Tonight brand was retired and replaced by /7V News Meridian. On 23 July 2013, 
proposals to reintroduce some elements of the sub-regional services were approved by 
Ofcom. As a result, /TV News Meridian now also produces separate breakfast, lunchtime 
and weekend bulletins for the South and South East with opt-outs within the main 6pm 
programme extended slightly to 20 minutes.24 In the former Thames Valley region, 
plans were also approved for a ten-minute opt out within the 69m programme for the 
south of England and a full late night bulletin on weekdays after News at Ten. 


Identity[edit] 


MERIDIAN 


The Meridian logo introduced in 1991. 


During Meridian's years as an independent broadcaster their on-screen idents typically 
featured a form-up of their logo. From their launch this featured an exploding mix of 
orange, yellow and blue, which came together to form the distinctive sun/moon face 
logo. #281391 The unusual logo design was reportedly inspired by maritime images (the 
sun/moon face is a recurring feature on compasses, sextants and other nautical 
artefacts used in the navigation of ships), appropriately reflecting the south's long 
seafaring history. The name "Meridian", which derives from the 

Latin meridionalis meaning "of the south", may also be linked to the Prime Meridian (the 
boundary between the Western and Eastern Hemispheres of the globe, and a key 
landmark in the measurement of time), which passes through the middle of the region, 
although this has not been confirmed. 


On 2 September 1996, this ident was replaced by one with a deep purple/blue 
background and an emphasis on the deep colours of the logo, as well as a smoother 
form-up.@22 This ident was replaced on 5 October 1998 by one with a yellow 
background and featuring a small ITV logo underneath the Meridian name.222 On 8 
November 1999, the emphasis was on the network's hearts logo, with a very small 
Meridian logo only featuring at the end of the form-up.@2#221 This look was in use until 
October 2002 when ITV1 in England and Wales abandoned local continuity and idents. 
The only exceptions were ITV1 idents shown before regional programming, which 


featured the word "Meridian" below the ITV1 logo, .28! However, even this did not last, 
and only a few years later these regional idents were dropped. Meridian for a while 
managed to retain some identity by featuring their (sun/moon face) logo on the local 
weather forecast. However, the logo was completely removed in 2004, last seen at the 
start of the late-night weather forecast on 5 December 2004. On 1 February 2005, it 
was replaced with a generic "ITV Meridian" logo, the official name of the franchise. 


AAYA Meridian 


ITV Meridian logo used from 2006 to 2013. 


Since 2006, all idents have been generic to the entire network with no difference 
between regions and only the ITV1 name being used. On 14 January 2013, the station's 
on-air identity was changed to ITV, along with all other ITV plc-owned franchises. From 
September 2014, however, Meridian's identity was revived by an announcement 
(including the sub-region) immediately prior to the evening edition of ITV Meridian 
News. 


Programming[edit] 


Meridian Broadcasting was originally intended to function as a publisher-broadcaster, 
commissioning most programmes from independent producers and with in-house 
production largely restricted to regional news, sport and current affairs. However, over 
time and as its ownership changed, Meridian began to make a number of regional and 
networked programmes itself. As its parent company MAI became a significant 
shareholder in Channel 5, Meridian supplied a number of the new channel's 
programmes for the network such as sports programme Turnstyle, youth 

programme The Mag and children's show Havakazoo. 


Meridian also geared a large amount of its network output towards younger viewers, 
with independent commissions including Wizadora for pre-school children, 

plus ZZZap!, The Ruth Rendell Mysteries, It's a Mystery, The Vanishing Man, Jane 
Austen's Emma, William and Mary and Eye of the Storm for older children. Drama 
became a successful genre for the station, with Peter Kosminsky's No Child of Mine, 
tackling the emotionally difficult subject of child abuse, winning Meridian a BAFTA 
award. Meridian presents Mary Wesley's two novels: Harnessing Peacocks and The 
Vacillations of Poppy Carew. Later, the same production team tackled vicious childhood 
bullying in Walking on the Moon. Meridian's two-part production /n the Name of Love in 
1999 starred Tara Fitzgerald, Tim Dutton and Mark Strong, and was written by Sarah- 
Louise Hawkins and directed by Ferdinand Fairfax. Hornblower was a Sunday night 
success for the ITV network while another Sunday night favourite, Where the Heart Is, 
transferred production from Anglia Television to Meridian in 2002 - the station's last 
major contribution at a network level. 


Networked programming[edit] 

e 7 Days e Teddybears 

e Animal ER (1998-2002, for Channel 5) ¢ That's Esther 

e Close and True (2000, co-produced by œ Under the Hammer (1994, co-produced 
Costal Productions) by New Penny Productions) 

e Dog and Duck e The Ark (2001-2004) 

e Eye of the Storm e The Vacillations of Poppy Carew (1995) 


e Full Stretch (1993, co-produced by 
Clement/La Frenais Productions) 

e Gentlemen and Players (1992) 

e It's a Mystery (1996-2002) 

e Harnessing Peacocks (1993) 

e Hearts & Bones (2000-2001, co- 
produced by BBC) 


The Vanishing Man (1997-1998) 

TV Weekly (1993-1994 taken over from 
TVS) 

Walking on the Moon (1999) #211431 

What's My Line? 

Where the Heart Is (2002-2005, 
transferred from Anglia) 


e Hornblower e Wizadora 
e Emma (1996) e William and Mary (2003-05) 
e Fallen (2004) e Wow 
e | Want that House (2003-05) e ZZZap! (1993-2001) 
e Inthe Name of Love (1999)#4 e Espresso (1996-1999 produced 
e = Jays' World (1995-97) for Channel 5) 
e Jeopardy! (1993; previously TVS, co- e Fire Rescue (2000 Channel 5) 
produced by Reg Grundy Organisation) • Turnstile (1997 Channel 5) 
e The Last Detective (2003-07) e The Mag (1997 Channel 5) 
e Monkey Business 
e MotoGP (for Channel 5) 
e No Child of Mine (1997) 
e ReBoot (Produced by Mainframe 
Entertainment, but Meridian purchased 
the broadcasting rights for ITV and also 
provided some funding for the series. 
Ceased support for the show after the 
third season, which was subsequently 
axed from CITV after the 9th episode.) 
e Roger and the Rottentrolls (1996-2000, 
co-produced by Children's Company for 
Meridian, later Yorkshire Television) 
e The Ruth Rendell Mysteries (1994-2000; 
previously TVS) 
e Shine on Harvey Moon (1995) 
e Sooty's Amazing Adventures (1997-98) 
Local programmes[edit] 
e 7 Days (1993-2002) e Meridian Motorsport (1996-2004) 
e Ambulance! (1993-97) e Meridian Spotlight (1993-98) 
e A Weekends's Work (1997-2002) e In The Past (2000-03) 
e The Afternoon Show (1996-??) e The Pier (1993-99) 
e Big Bike Little Bike (2001-02) e Ridge Riders (1994-2002) 
e Classic Cars (2001-04) e Rural Rides (1997-99) 
e Country Ways (1993-2008) e Screen Challenge 
e Dogs With Dunbar e Ski Time 
e Doing It Up (1994-2000) e Soccer Sunday 
e Freescreen e Soccernight 
e "Gardens Of The Millennium" (2000) e Taped Up (1998-2002) 
e Grass Roots (1993-2002) e Turning Points (1993) 
e Killer Queens (2002) e Three Minutes 


Houseparty (1993-95) 


Surprise Chefs (1994-2001)“ 


e Late Night Live e Under Offer (1998-2002) 


e Meridian Audit (1995-98) e The Village (1993-2002) 

e Meridian Masterclass (1996-98) e Birdwatch With Chris Packham (1994- 

e At Home With Maggie Philbin (1998) 1998) 

e Decision Time With Fred e Wildwatch With Chris Packham (1998- 
Dinenage (1999) 2000) 


e The Green Team (2000) 
e The Bottom Line With Kate 
Garraway (1995-1996) 
¢ Come Home For Christmas (1997-2000) 
e Looking For Love (1997-200?) 


See also[edit] 


e ITV (TV network) 
e ITV (TV channel 


e History of ITV 
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This is a timeline of the history of Meridian Broadcasting. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1991 
o 16 October - The ITC announces that TVS has lost its licence to Meridian 
Broadcasting. Meridian had tabled a lower bid but the ITC awarded the licence 
because it felt that TVS’ bid of £59 million was too high. 


e 1992 
o No events. 


e 1993 
o 1 January - After the chimes of Big Ben, Meridian Broadcasting goes on air. 
o 20 july - Meridian joins up with HTV, Westcountry Television, Channel 
Television and S4C to form a joint advertising company operated by Meridian 
Broadcasting and HTV.2 


e 1994 


o 19 February - Meridian purchases Anglia Television, the ITV franchise for the 
east of England. 


e 1995 
o No events. 


e 1996 
o MAI merges with United Newspapers (via an agreed takeover by United) to 
form United News & Media. The resulting company owned the Daily 
Express newspaper, Meridian Broadcasting, Anglia Television, and a large 
shareholding (through the Yorkshire Post) in Yorkshire Tyne Tees Television, the 
owners of Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television.“ 


e 1997 
o 28 June - United News & Media takes over HTV.“ 


e 1998 
o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


1999 

o The television assets of Meridian's owner United News & Media are sold 
to Granada. However due to regulations stating that the company could not 
control that large an audience share, the broadcasting arm of HTV is sold 
to Carlton Television in exchange for Central Independent Television's 20% stake 
in Meridian Broadcasting. 

o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced. 


2000s/[edit] 


2000 
o No events. 


2001 
o No events. 


2002 


o 28 October - On-air regional identities are dropped apart from when introducing 
regional programmes and Meridian is renamed ITV1 Meridian. 


2003 
o No events. 


2004 
o January - The final two remaining English ITV companies, Carlton and Granada, 
merge to create a single England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc. 


o Meridian moves from Northam studio complex to a new studio base 
in Whiteley, Hampshire. 


2005 
o No events. 


2006 

o The non-franchised region ITV Thames Valley is launched covering the Thames 
Valley area. It incorporates the former Central South news service and the 
Meridian North service and both operate as their own sub-regions for non-news 
programming and for advertising. 


2007 
o No events. 


2008 
o No events. 


2009 

o 16 February - As part of ITV’s major cutbacks of its operation in England, 
Meridian’s three news services are amalgamated into one. However part of the 
programme, and the late night bulletin, remain localised. All other regional 
programmes, apart from a monthly political programme, end at around this time. 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 
o No events. 


e 2011 
o No events. 


e 2012 
o 27 June - The Meridian region completes digital switchover. 


e 2013 
o 16 September - The 2009 cut-backs are reversed and once again the Meridian 
region is served by three opt-out services.“ However to maintain lower costs, 
the main half-hour programme at 6pm contains a minimum 20 minutes of 
regional news (10 minutes in the Thames Valley) and daily use of "shared 
content" from outside the region. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 
e History of ITV television idents 


e Timeline of ITV 
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The Westward region when it lost its franchise in 1981 


Type Region of television network 


Branding Westward TV 


Country England 

First 29 April 1961; 58 years ago 

air date 

TV Stockland Hill, Huntshaw Cross, Caradon 


transmitte Hill, Redruth, Beacon Hill 


rs 


Headquart Plymouth 


ers 


Broadcast 
area 


Devon, Cornwall, South 


Somerset, Taunton Deane, West 


Dorset, West Somerset 
Owner Self-owned 


Dissolved 31 December 1981; 37 years ago, as 
branding; 1 January 1982 at 12.40 am 


(alongside TSW brand) as channel 


Picture 576i and 405-line 
format 


Affiliation ITV 
Language English 


Replaced b TSW 
y 


Westward Television was the first ITV franchise holder for the South West of England. 
It held the franchise from 29 April 1961 until 31 December 1981. After a difficult start, 
Westward Television provided a popular, distinctive and highly regarded service to its 
region, until public boardroom squabbles led to its franchise not being renewed by 

the IBA. Westward launched the career of many broadcasters who became well known 
nationally, won numerous awards for its programming, and heavily influenced its 
successor, TSW. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of TSW and Westward Television 


The company's first chairman was Peter Cadbury who had left the board of Tyne Tees 
Television to set up the company and bid for the south-west franchise, which he won 
against 11 competing bids.“ Cadbury named the company after the golf course 

at Westward Ho! in north Devon, where he played. Ironically, Westward Ho! was part of 
the region that found reception of the television signal most difficult, until the 
construction of the Huntshaw Cross relay transmitter in 1968. Westward's region was 
surrounded on three sides by the sea, which was strongly reflected in Westward's 
output and its company logo, a silver model of the Go/den Hind. 


In early January 1969, plans were drawn up for a merger between Westward and 

the Keith Prowse company, as Peter Cadbury was chairman of both.2 By 17 January, the 
deal was done. EMI purchased Keith Prowse Music Publishing from Westward in the 
latter part of 1969.2! Soon, the Westward board was in continual disagreement, and in 
January 1970, Cadbury was sacked, and re-hired within days as the chairman of the 


Westward board, after he made outspoken remarks against the levy imposed on 
advertising revenue imposed by the IBA” while also withholding a Westward corporation 
tax bill to the Inland Revenue over the same matter. By July 1980, Cadbury was finally 
removed from the Westward board and over the following six months, he tried to 
regain control. 


Franchise loss[edit] 


On 28 December 1980, while the ITV network was showing Drake's Venture (Westward 
Television's two-hour filmed drama to celebrate the 400th anniversary of Sir Francis 
Drake's circumnavigation of the globe, starring John Thaw), ITN broke into a commercial 
break to announce that ATV was to undergo major changes and Southern and Westward 
had not had their licences renewed by the IBA; the south-west franchise was awarded 
to TSW (Television South West). 


Following the loss of its franchise, Westward's management decided to sell up quickly, 
and the company (including its staff, premises and programme library) was purchased 
by TSW, early in 1981, for £2.38 million. TSW continued using the Westward name and 
symbol on screen until 31 December 1981; thereafter, it was re-branded on screen as 
TSW. 


A special programme, 20 Years of Westward, was broadcast on 21 December 1981 to 
look back on the company's achievements. It was presented by Roger Shaw, and 
recorded in front of a studio audience. Hastings Mann's Westward Ho!® was used as the 
theme music. Studio guests included Angela Rippon, Kenneth MacLeod and Sheila 
Kennedy. There were filmed contributions from Alan Freeman, Jan Leeming and David 
Vine and many clips of Westward programmes were shown. The special programme 
ended with a message from Peter Cadbury, in which he wished TSW well. 


Closure[edit] 


Unlike the other ITV stations that lost their franchises in this round, Westward (having 
been run by successor TSW since August 1981) opted to hand over at midnight on 31 
December 1981. On that evening they broadcast the first 25 minutes of Scottish 
Television's Hogmanay show live, and then cut away just before midnight when Roger 
Shaw appeared on-camera in a traditional dinner jacket seated at an antique wooden 
desk, surrounded by staff wearing formal suits and holding film reels and 2-inch 
videotapes. He closed Westward Television with this announcement: 


Many thanks to our friends at Scottish Television, north of the border. Well, 
it's very nearly the end of 1981 and for Westward Television, it's the end 
of its franchise to provide an independent television service for the south- 
west. So as we wish you a happy new year from Westward, it's also 
goodbye and thank you for all your support and kindness over the past 20 
years. But a New Year's Eve is also a time for looking ahead and as 

Dr. Samuel Johnson said, 'New things are made familiar and familiar things 
made new.' So as we say goodbye from Westward in 1981.... 


Launch of TSW[edit] 


TSW then began with a short video clip of a champagne bottle being opened 
accompanied by the short audio version of the station ident "That's Soul, Write". Shaw 
then re-appeared wearing a modern suit, (no longer in a dinner jacket) and now ina 
modern chair, surrounded by staff wearing TSW T-shirts and holding different tools as if 


it were a renovation. This was clearly to remind viewers of a new modern era as well as 
a new look. Shaw made the first announcement on TSW: 


.. let's say welcome to 1982 from your new television station, Television 
South West, with the promise of a full-bodied blend of the new and the 
familiar. And from all of us here on duty in these first few seconds of 1982, 
a happy new year from and with TSW. And to get the new year off to a 
good-humoured start, we have a brand new comedy with Peter 

Cook and Mimi Kennedy in The Two of Us. 


This was followed by the full version of TSW's ident. One or both of the in-vision 
announcements had been pre-recorded due to the rapid change of outfits. 


The comedy programme was followed by further continuity, an epilogue, weather & 
shipping forecast and closedown - all with TSW branding. However, when the screen 
finally faded to black at approximately 12:40am on 1 January 1982, Shaw made a final 
out-of-vision courtesy announcement and managed to mention the now- 

defunct Westward one last time, saying ‘from all the staff here at Westward - good 
night’. 

No recordings of the end of Westward Television were known to exist until 2012 (the 
30th anniversary of the end of Westward), then a full video recording of the evening, 
including the segment of STV's wiped Hogmanay show, was recovered by the classic 
television organisation Kaleidoscope. Parts of the recording were featured ata 
Kaleidoscope event and at that year's Missing Believed Wiped at the British Film 
Institute. 


Studios[edit] 


Based at purpose-built studios at Derry's Cross in Plymouth, with a London office (sited 
at various locations including New Bond Street, Marble Arch and Sloane Square) anda 
sales office in Bristol. 


The Derry's Cross studios were designed by the architects Treadgold and Elsey, who 
had previously designed the TWW Studios at Pontcanna, Cardiff and Arno's 
Court, Bristol (Howett 1994). 


During Westward's tenure, Derry's Cross had three studios. Studio 1 was 2,500 sq ft 
(230 m?), Studio 2 was 400 sq ft (37 m?) and used for news, sport and interview 
programmes and an announcer's studio was located beside Master control. 


The studios were originally fitted out by Marconi, using top of the range studio 
equipment. Westward engineer Peter Rodgers recalled "From the start, where we could 
afford it, we bought the best" (Howett 1994). By the time Westward began broadcasting 
Derry's Cross had cost Westward over £500,000, with the company committed to 
spending another £20,000 on the studios by April 1962. 


In 1981 the studios (along with the company) were purchased by TSW; in 1993 the 
building was sold to a firm of solicitors and converted into offices. In 2010 the buildings 
were demolished to make way for a new retail development. 


Identity[edit] 


Westward Television's corporate branding focused around the sea, and mainly used a 
ship emblem for their on-screen look. The first ident featured an image of a boat on the 
water, before replacing the image with a stylised ship image in a circle, complete with 


Westward legend and channel nine and twelve identifiers (representing the Stockland 
Hill and Caradon Hill transmitters of the time), to a tune of four chimes.24 This was 
replaced in the mid-1960s by a model of the Go/den Hind, shot against a black 
background with a simple Westward caption beneath accompanied by the Holly and the 


Ivy tune on brass instruments.24 This ident was altered slightly in the late 1960s to 
update the font to Compacta Bold. 


When colour television came to the region on 22 May 1971, the Golden Hind was re- 
shot against a blue background with the caption altered to include a small stylised ship 
image in a box in the lower left corner, followed by an outlined 'Westward TV' caption, 
with TV in red. The tune that accompanied the colour television ident was originally a 
nautical fanfare on brass instruments, based on the song "Come Landlord Fill the 
Flowing Bowl", arranged by Paul Lewis. This formed part of a longer ident theme 

titled An English Overture, which was used at the start of each day's broadcasts."2 The 
short ident theme was changed around 1978 to a seven note fanfare.“ This was 
Westward's final ident and remained with the company until the end of the franchise. 


In addition to these idents, Westward used a clock contained in a curved box with both 
analogue and digital displays, alongside the Westward Television stylised ship logo and 
name. In addition to this, Westward were frequent users of in-vision continuity, with 
many of the stations personalities becoming well Known in the region. 


Programming[edit] 


Westward's small size and the structure of ITV (which, at the time, deliberately made it 
hard for small- and medium-sized ITV companies to contribute to the network) meant it 
produced comparatively little output for the network. Instead, the company 
concentrated on regional programming. From 1968 until the end of its franchise, 

the ITA (later the IBA) gave Westward a target of providing 6.5 hours of new regional 
programming a week - a target which they always exceeded. 


Westward's programming schedule was always published as a magazine for the public 
to access. Initially, they published weekly programme listings in its own programme 
journal, Look Westward. The first edition cost 5d, and featured a special article by 
Westward board member Daphne du Maurier. Many Westward personalities, such as 
announcer Sheila Kennedy, also contributed articles to the magazine. As part of the 
1968 franchise round, the ITA created Independent Television Publications (ITP), and 
Westward's weekly listings would be obliged to appear solely in the local edition of the 
national listings magazine 7V7imes, which was published by ITP. 


Local programming[edit] 


Westward Television had a dual policy for its local programming: it produced a wide 
range of programmes of particular interest to the south west's rural and agricultural 
communities, whilst simultaneously producing programming designed to stimulate its 
audience's interest in new areas. 


One of the best known programmes was Treasure Hunt, a game show presented 
by Kenneth Horne and Keith Fordyce, among others, which ran for fourteen years, and 
at one stage featured Jethro as the pirate co-host.24 


News and current affairsfedit] 


By 1969, Westward had more than 100 correspondents across the region, reporting 
newsworthy local events, and eight film cameramen who would travel the region 
gathering footage and compiling reports. The flagship programme was Westward Diary, 


which began life as a regional magazine programme that broadcast three times a week 
(Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays) between 6:15pm and 7pm. Originally, there were 
three presenters - Barry Westwood, Reginald Bosanquet and Kenneth MacLeod - who 
rotated on a weekly basis. The regional news was contained in a separate ten- 

minute Westward News bulletin, broadcast every weekday at 6.05pm, which was later 
supplemented by afternoon and late night bulletins. 


Westward Diary was soon merged with Westward News, to become what was known at 
the time as a 'regional news magazine’, and was broadcast every weekday between 
6.00 pm and 6:30 pm. Kenneth MacLeod was asked to present the new nightly 
programme permanently. The news would be read by the duty announcer, so MacLeod's 
role on the Diary was not that of a newsreader, but of a presenter holding the whole 
package together. 


The nightly Westward Diary had two-halves, separated by a commercial break. The first 
half concentrated on the regional news, whereas the second half included other items of 
interest to local viewers. A number of experts would visit to present regular features: 
Ted Tuckerman would present a fishing spot called Tight Lines, Jon Miller (the zoologist, 
and also presenter of Southern Television's How/) would present a spot about nature, 
architect David Young would examine local architecture of interest, and Topline 
Broadhurst would present regular gardening spots. There was a regular spot 

called Help! (for charity and voluntary groups), a slot called Pick of the Post (in which 
viewers’ letters would be read) and the popular Picture Puzzle (in which viewers had to 
try and guess the location shown in a photograph taken somewhere in the South West). 


Westward staff returned to work a few days before the end of the ITV National Strike of 
1979. Kenneth MacLeod had to present Westward Diary in what looked to viewers like 
almost total darkness, as the union only permitted the house lights to be switched on in 
the studio. 


In the early 1970s, A Date With Danton was a stand-alone weekly programme that 
provided a round-up of local arts and entertainment events. This later became a spot 
entitled "What's On", in Friday's edition of Westward Diary. The Friday edition of Sports 
Desk was a stand-alone programme in the early '70's, but this too had become part of 
the Diary towards the end of the decade. To accommodate this, the length of Friday's 
edition of Diary was extended to an hour, and occasionally featured a live studio 
audience. Westward was one of the first ITV regions to broadcast a late evening 
regional news bulletin (Westward Late News)."* 


The local weather forecast in Westward Diary (with an emphasis on specialist 
information for fishermen and farmers) was given by a popular local personality, 
Graham Danton, who presented several programmes for Westward, including Holiday 
Times (an events listings programme aimed at people holiday-making in the region) 
and Late With Danton (a consumer programme). 


On April Fools' Day, 1973, Westward broadcast a film about the village of Spiggot, which 
had boycotted decimalisation and were still using pre-decimal currency. Many viewers 
wrote to Westward in support of the villagers' stance, oblivious to the date the film was 
broadcast. 


Children[edit] 


An early programme for young people was Spin Along, a regional pop music programme 
presented by disc-jockey Alan Freeman. The first edition was broadcast on Tuesday 12 
September 1961 at 6:15pm, in place of Westward Diary.“= A second series began on 24 
September 1962 and moved to 7pm.24 


Another local music programme was Move Over Dad. In November 19632 The 
Beatles had to be smuggled into Derry's Cross through a tunnel to record an interview 
with continuity announcer Stuart Hutchison for the programme, due to the number of 
fans outside the studios. 


Other 60s music programmes included Pop And Leslie“) and The Westward Beat 
Competition from 1964. The Westward Beat Competition had a panel of judges that 
included Brian Epstein and Dick Rowe and was won by The Rustiks.2% 


In 1969, Angela Rippon joined Westward from BBC South West, as a producer of 
children's and women's programmes; she also produced a monthly show during the 
summer of 1972 which laid claim to being the first "Open Access" TV show for young 
people in the UK. This was called The Show Without A Title, and was the brainchild of 
the station's then Programme Controller Terry Fleet. The monthly show was presented 
by members of an editorial team that included David Rodgers, who later went on to 
become a familiar Westward TV staff presenter. Angela Rippon was the programme's 
Editor, with Roger Gage being its director. The show's run (which was broadcast at 
5.20pm on Fridays after being pre-recorded in Studio One on the preceding Wednesday) 
was short-lived. A year later, in 1973, another series aimed at young people 

called Young Eyes took to the Westward TV airwaves; this was co-presented by Andy 
Price and the actress Lesley Manville. David Rodgers was again one of the regular 
contributors. 


Another popular long-running programme featured a puppet rabbit, Gus Honeybun, who 
appeared with the duty announcer who read out birthday greetings to the region's 
children: The story went that Gus was found wandering Dartmoor by a 

Westward Outside Broadcast unit. Children could request that Gus waggle his ears, 
wink, stand on his head, count their age in "bunny-hops", or turn off the lights. Gus's 
behaviour tended to be excellent for Roger Shaw, but for Judi Spiers and lain Stirling he 
could be rather unpredictable. Gus was retained by TSW when they took over the 
franchise. 


On Sunday mornings, Westward aired Look and See, a five-minute religious slot for the 
under-8s broadcast from the continuity studio. Its presenters included Norah Thomas, Jill 
Mapson, Pat Webber and Ann Davey. As with most other ITV companies, the station also 
produced a nightly Epilogue under the title of Faith for Life, produced largely from the 
continuity studio. 


In 1980, Westward produced Maggie's Moor, a seven part networked children's drama 
series about a young girl living on Dartmoor during the Second World War. It starred 
Tamar le Bailly as Maggie24 and was produced and directed by John King, the father of 
wildlife photographer and presenter Simon King, who featured as "The Buzzard Boy" in 
Episode 5.23 


Agriculturef[edit] 


Agriculture was an important industry in South West England during Westward 
Television's franchise. Approximately 80% of land in South West England is in 
agricultural use (19.6% of England's total).24 Westward TV had an Agricultural Advisory 
committee chaired by R. G. Pomeroy to advise the company on its agricultural output. 
For nine months of the year, Westward broadcast Farming News! (later retitled Farm 
and Country News24) on Sunday lunchtimes presented and edited by Peter Forde. 

281 Westward also produced an adult education series aimed at farmers called Acres For 
Profit. 


Network contributions[edit] 


Westward's contributions to the network were very rare at first, mainly consisting of 
one-off programmes and editions of the Morning Service (later renamed Morning 
Worship). 


Initially, Westward had an arrangement with ABC Weekend Television (ABC) to provide 
its network programming. As Channel Television took its network feed from Stockland 
Hill, this obliged Channel to affiliate to ABC. These ‘affiliate’ arrangements lasted until 
they were abolished in the 1964 franchise round. Westward also had an arrangement 
with Associated TeleVision (ATV), to play out any networked Westward programmes 
onto the ITV network. 


On 19 January 1972, there was a relaxation on the restrictions of broadcast hours that 
had been set by the Minister of Posts and Telecommunications. This allowed regular 
daytime programming on weekday afternoons, and weekday morning programming 
during out-of-school term time. These extra off-peak hours gave smaller ITV companies 
a chance to provide some networked or part-networked programmes. By the mid '70s, 
Westward had taken advantage of this opportunity by finding a small niche producing 
adult education programmes for the ITV network. These included the 

series Westcountry Fayre (cookery), Freeze! (freezing food) and Keep Britain 

Slim (slimming). 


About Britain[edit] 


One of the new daytime weekday programmes introduced through the relaxation of 
broadcast hours was About Britain. This strand was made up of half-hour documentaries 
contributed by each of the ITV regions covering interesting aspects of their respective 
regions. 


In 1973 the Countryside Commission opened the South West Coast Peninsula 
Walk from Minehead in Somerset to Swanage in Dorset via Land's End. Westward 


Television asked Diary reporter Clive Gunnell to walk the new route and film his journey. 
[29] 


Clive was a Londoner. He had begun his television career as a props man at Associated- 
Rediffusion, where he first met Kenneth MacLeod.&2 He had already walked the new Two 
Moors Walk from Plymouth to Lynmouth and filmed his journey for Westward Diary. This 
had proved popular and led to the new series Walking Westward.2% 


Clive Gunnell set off from Weston-super-Mare rather than Minehead, and his journey 
took many series to complete. It took five series before he reached the south coast. 

291 Westward used a selection of Clive's films as part of their contribution to About 
Britain,24 and due to its network exposure Walking Westward remains one of Westward 
Television's best remembered programmes. Fifteen-minute sections of Clive Gunnell's 
walk along the Cornish coast were broadcast by the US Public Broadcasting Service as 
curtain raisers to the BBC's original version of Poldark in PBS's Masterpiece 

Theatre series. 


Clive Gunnell also made documentaries about inland areas that were also contributed 
to About Britain. In 1977 his documentary To Tavistock Goosie Fait» won "Most 
Outstanding Regional Production of 1977".23! In 1980 he began work on a series of six 
films on Dartmoor called Dartmoor." Some of these films were featured in the About 
Britain strand in 1981.82 


Doing Things[edit] 


Like About Britain, Doing Things was a series of half-hour filmed documentaries 
contributed by the various ITV regions and broadcast in the early afternoon. It was 
broadcast in 1973-74 and looked at hobbies. Westward Television 

contributed Beachcombing, a film presented and directed by Clive Gunnell, to this 
series, 24 


See also[edit] 


e Television South West 


e Westcountry Television 
e History of ITV 


References[edit] 
1. ^ Obituary: Peter Cadbury, Daily Telegraph, 18 April 2006 
2. ^ "Westward in merger discussions", The Guardian, Thursday, 16 January 1969, p.10 
3. ^ "EMI: A brief history", BBC News, 24 January 2000. Retrieved 3 June 2013. 
4. ^ "Mr Cadbury back as chairman of Westward TV", The Guardian, Friday, 30 January 


1970, p.22 

5. ^ "ITV company will not pay its Tax bill", The Guardian, Monday, 19 January 1970, p.1 

6. ^ "Westward oust Cadbury as head", The Guardian, Tuesday, 15 July 1980, p.1 

7. ^ British Film Institute, BFI Database TX listing for 20 Years of Westward 

8. ^ The Robert Farnon Society, original start-up theme title and composer identified 

9. ^ Kaleidoscope Christmas Event and Grand Charity Auction 2012 Saturday 1 December 
2012 

10. * Westward Television Ident from 1961 Retrieved 2 June 2013. 

11. * Westward Television Ident from mid 1960s Retrieved 2 June 2013. 

12. ^ Westward Television Transdiffusion.org. Retrieved 2 June 2013. 

13. * Westward Television Ident from 28.12.1980 Retrieved 2 June 2013. 

14. * The Guardian, 1 April 2011 Keith Fordyce obituary. trieved 3 June 2013. 

15. ^ Croston, Eric (editor) Television and Radio 1976 London: Independent Broadcasting 
Authority, p. 134 

16. * Missing Episodes forum, post about Spin Along 

17. ^ Tony Rees Pop Diaries, entry for Spin Along 

18. * Nemsworld, entry for Move Over Dad 

19. * Tony Rees Pop Diaries, entry for Pop and Leslie 

20. ^ Bill Covington's website about The Rustiks 

21. ^ British Film Institute, BFI database listing of Maggies Moor 

22. ^ British Film Institute, BFI Database entry for John King 

23. ^ British Film Institute, BFI Database entry for episode 7 of Maggies Moor 

24. * South West Chamber of Rural Enterprise Archived 20 October 2009 at the Wayback 
Machine 

25. ^ Croston, Eric (editor) Television and Radio 1981 London: Independent Broadcasting 
Authority, p. 139 

26. ^ Croston, Eric (editor) Independent Television 1970, London: Independent Television 
Authority, p. 215 

27. ^ Croston, Eric (editor) Television and Radio 1975, London: Independent Broadcasting 
Authority, p. 205 

28. ^ British Film Institute, BFI listing of Farm and Country News 


29. ^ Jump up to:2 ££ Croston, Eric (Editor): Television and Radio 1978, London: Independent 
Broadcasting Authority, p.29 

30. * Westward Shrine, Clive Gunnell obituary 

31. ^ Jump up to:? £ Croston, Eric (Editor): Television and Radio 1975, London: Independent 
Broadcasting Authority, p.205 

32. ^ British Film Institute, BFI Database listing for To Tavistock Goosie Fair 

33. * ITW Programme Listing for Westward Television 

34. ^ Croston, Eric (Editor): Television and Radio 1981, London: Independent Broadcasting 
Authority, p.139 

35. ^ British Film Institute, BFI Database listing for About Britain 

36. ^ British Film Institute, BFI Database synopses of Doing Things 


Bibliography[edit] 


Croston, Eric (Ed.) January 1976). TV and Radio 1976. London: Independent 
Broadcasting Authority. ISBN 0-900485-21-3. 

Howett, Dicky (Autumn, 1994). "Television Simply Wonderful". 405 Alive, issue 23 
p. 25-28. 

Sendall, Bernard /ndependent Television in Britain: Volume 1 - Origin and 
Foundation, 1946-62 London: The Macmillan Press Ltd 1982 (1984 reprint) 


External links[edit] 


The South West Film and Television Archive. 
Independent TeleWeb 

The Westward Shrine 

The TV Room 

Andrew Wiseman's 625 TV Room 

Westward Television at TVARK 

Westward Television at TV Live 

Kaleidoscope, The Classic Television Organisation 
The Kaleidoscope Archive 

Transcript of detailed interview about Westward Television in 2000 with Kenneth 
Macleod on Liberal Burblings 


Television South West 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


For other uses, see TSW. 


Television South West 


TSW 


Logo used from 1 January 1982 - 31 December 1992.™ 


The TSW region when it lost its franchise in 1992 


Type 


Branding 


Country 


First 
air date 


TV 
transmitte 


rs 


Headquart 


ers 


Broadcast 


Region of television network 


TSW 


England 


1 January 1982; 37 years ago, at 
12:00am 


Stockland Hill, Huntshaw Cross, Caradon 


Hill, Redruth, Beacon Hill 


Plymouth 


Cornwall, Devon, Isles of Scilly, southern 


area and western Somerset, western Dorset 


Owner Independent, public limited company 


Dissolved 31 December 1992; 26 years ago, at 


11:59pm 
Picture 576i 
format 
Affiliation ITV 


Language English 
Replaced Westward Television 


Replaced b Westcountry Television 


y 


Television South West (TSW) was the ITV franchise holder for the South West 
England region from 1 January 1982 until 31 December 1992, broadcasting from studios 
at Derry's Cross in Plymouth, Devon. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of TSW 


Origins and Launch[edit] 


On 28 December 1980 TSW was awarded the contract to serve the South West England 
region from the night of 31 December 1981 at 12 midnight for a 10-year period, 
succeeding incumbent Westward Television, which had served the area since 1961. 


TSW promised greater investment in the area including the introduction of electronic 
news gathering facilities at a number of sites in the region (a process already started by 
Westward) and a stronger emphasis on local programming (an area in which Westward 
had been particularly successful). 


However, TSW's success in winning the contract may have been helped by boardroom 
friction within Westward which had blighted the company for several years and incurred 
criticism from the Independent Broadcasting Authority. During negotiations to purchase 
Westward's facilities at Derry's Cross in Plymouth, the management of TSW bought the 
whole Westward company for £2.38million and thus went on air four months early on 11 


August 1981, although it transmitted under the Westward name until the end of the 
year, 221 


TSW was seen as slightly more ambitious than both its predecessor Westward 
Television and its successor Westcountry Television and its presentation, although still 
homelier than much seen on ITV and not dissimilar to that of Westward, was considered 
more professional than that of its forebear. 


TSW was one of the last ITV companies to start broadcasting 24 hours a day, which it 
did on 2 September 1988 - the same day as Border Television, Tyne Tees 

Television and Grampian Television.“ It was also one of the first ITV companies to 
broadcast in NICAM digital stereo, which it started doing in summer 1990. 


Launch[edit] 
For Westward Television's closing announcement, by Roger Shaw, that opened TSW, 
see Westward Television § Closure. 


Shortly, right after Roger Shaw delivered the closing announcement on Westward's 
closing night, TSW began with a short video clip of a champagne bottle being opened 
accompanied by the short audio version of the station ident "That's Soul, Write". Shaw 
then reappeared wearing a modern suit (no longer in a dinner jacket), and now ina 
modern chair, surrounded by staff wearing TSW T-shirts and holding 2" videotapes. This 
was Clearly to remind viewers of a new modern era. Shaw made the first announcement 
on TSW: 


„let's say welcome to 1982 from your new television station, Television 
South West, with the promise a full-bodied blend of the new and familiar. 
And from all of us here on duty in these first few seconds of 1982, a happy 
new year from and with TSW. And to get the new year off to a good- 
humoured start, we have a brand new comedy with Peter Cook and Mimi 
Kennedy in The Two of Us. 


This was followed by the full version of TSW's ident. The comedy programme was 
followed by further continuity, an epilogue, weather & shipping forecast and closedown 
- all with TSW branding. However, when the screen finally faded to black at 
approximately 12:40am on 1 January 1982, Shaw made a final out-of-vision courtesy 
announcement and managed to mention the now-defunct Westward one last time, 
saying ‘from all the staff here at Westward - good night’. 


Franchise loss and closure[edit] 


On 16 October 1991, following changes to the way ITV contracts were issued (via 

a blind auction rather than a bid on merits and potential) it was announced that TSW 
had lost its franchise because of an ‘unrealistic business plan’ related to its bid, which 
was viewed by the Independent Television Commission (ITC) as being far too high. This 
triggered TSW to apply for a judicial review against the ITC, on the grounds that its bid 
had been unfairly dismissed. TSW believed that it was a casualty of the ITC's wish not to 
renew TVS's franchise, despite being the highest bid, while renewing Granada's when it 
had been outbid. The case went right to the House of Lords, but was rejected in 
February 1992. The implications of the court case did change the behaviour of the ITC 
into being more open with regards to its business. 


TSW's high bid of £16.12 million had been influenced largely by managing director 
Harry Turner's correct expectation of competitors for its franchise area, which were 


TeleWest Broadcasting (not to be confused with the telecommunications provider of the 
same name) and Westcountry Television, the latter "looking frighteningly well 
organised" that had worried TSW. TeleWest was headed by local independent 
programme producer Mallory Maltby and included BBC News personality Angela 

Rippon and several ex-TSW personnel in its line-up, but had failed on quality grounds 
unlike Westcountry.© Westcountry, meanwhile, was chaired by merchant 

banker Stephen Redfarn, who was a former associate of James Gatward (one of the 
founders of neighbouring TVS), received the support of such figures as John 

Banham (the then-director of Confederation of British Industry), Frank Copplestone (the 
former managing director of TVS's predecessor Southern Television) and John Prescott- 
Thomas (a television executive at BBC South West), and had financial backing 

from Associated Newspapers, Brittany Ferries and South West Water, which TSW had 
assumed would have helped Westcountry to "certainly bid to their maximum capacity", 
51 a bid a "worried" TSW itself had estimated would have been £12 million a year™ rather 
than the less-than-£8 million Westcountry ended up bidding. 


Closing ceremony[edit] 


Westcountry Television won the South West region franchise and took over from TSW at 
midnight on 1 January 1993. On 31 December 1992, TSW marked its final day of 
transmission with a number of special programmes and continuity links. Continuity 
announcers Sally Meen and Tristram Payne shared the daytime 
announcing/newsreading shift with lan Stirling and Ruth Langsford taking over for the 
last few evening shifts. The day's schedule included the final edition of Gus Honeybun's 
Magic Birthdays, a repeat of the award-winning documentary, A Day in the Life of...Beryl 
Cook and a one-hour TSW Today special featuring the last regional news bulletin and an 
expansive look back at TSW's programming. Along with other ITV broadcasters, with the 
exceptions of TVS, which broadcast its own farewell special, Goodbye to All That, and 
both Scottish Television and Grampian Television which broadcast the 

traditional Hogmanay, the last ever programme broadcast on TSW was Thames 
Television's own farewell programme, entitled The End Of The Year Show. 


After that show's closing credits, the final sign-off announcement was made by lan 
Stirling and Ruth Langsford at 11.55pm, bidding farewell to the departing station by 
thanking the viewers and paying tribute - after which, TSW handed over to ITN for the 
news headlines and midnight chimes of the Big Ben in a brief news bulletin entitled /nto 
the New Year. At the end of the bulletin, the transmission was switched to Westcountry. 


After 1993[edit] 


After the franchise loss, TSW undertook a reverse takeover with the White Ward Group, 
makers of safety footwear and associated articles. The name of the company was 
changed to UK Safety Ltd, and traded for a number of years, before 

entering administrative receivership. 


Upon losing the franchise, the directors of TSW established a public film and 

television archive, based around the back catalogue of Westward and TSW programmes 
they owned. They created the TSW Film and Television Archive, one of the first and 
largest of what has now become a network of regional film archives. The archive is 

a charitable trust, existing to preserve the region's moving image heritage. It is open to 
the public and holds film and television recordings from a wide variety of sources, 
including donations from the general public. 


The archive, renamed the South West Film and Television Archive (SWFTA) in 
2003, holds the entire surviving back catalogue of Westward and TSW programmes, and 


several tens of thousands of other items (which all have a connection to the south-west 
of England) donated by members of the general public. 


The SWFTA aims to preserve moving image material as a resource for future 
generations. The archive is managed by a qualified archivist who is supported by a 
team of employed staff and volunteers, most of whom came from TSW. They regularly 
supply material for a wide variety of educational and other uses. They provide 
community film shows, and help anyone with an interest in using or viewing the 
material they hold. 


Studios[edit] 


When TSW won the franchise, the company purchased Westward's studio facilities at 
Derry's Cross, Plymouth along with all the staff. The studios, which had suffered from a 
lack of investment under Westward, were completely refurbished with a £4 million 
investment programme which saw the introduction of new production equipment and an 
additional studio being constructed. The refurbishment was completed two years later. 


When TSW lost its franchise, its successor, Westcountry, chose not to purchase the 
studios, preferring new facilities just outside Plymouth, at Langage Science Park, 
Plympton instead, ending 31 years of broadcasting from Derry's Cross Studios. 
Transmission control of the new station would not be handled in Plymouth as previously, 
but in Cardiff at HTV Wales headquarters. The old TSW studios were then stripped with 
the equipment being auctioned, and the building itself was converted into offices. A 
solicitors practice called Foot Anstey (formerly Foot & Bowden) was then based there 
until 16 March 2009 The former studios were demolished just before Christmas 2009 
to make way for an adjacent retail, residential and hotel development. 


In addition to the Plymouth base, TSW also operated a newsroom and remote studio 
in Yeovil, as well as local offices in Barnstaple and Exeter. 


Station Identity[edit] 


TSW logo used from 1985 - 1992. 


TSW's symbol was an abstract design representing palm trees, rolling hills and water; 
features typical of the region. 


The music accompanying the original ident was a section of the station theme, That's 
Soul, Write, written and composed by Will Malone, which was also aired regularly at 
closedown until 1985. 


In September 1989, when the ITV network introduced a new corporate logo and national 
on-air identity, TSW was one of the five regions that didn't use the generic idents that 
were designed for the region, preferring to stay with its local idents instead. 


Programming[edit] 


Like its predecessor, TSW produced few programmes for the ITV network. Exceptions to 
this included the game shows, That's My Dog and Sounds Like Music and children's 
cartoon Tube Mice, about mice who lived beneath the London Underground. It also 
produced The Cut Price Comedy Show, a short-lived production broadcast in the early 
days of Channel 4. Locally, TSW continued to utilise the Westward star Gus Honeybun, a 
rabbit puppet that (along with the station's continuity announcers) read out birthday 
dedications on-air to children from the area, who had sent in their cards to him. 


TSW also specialised in making relatively highbrow programmes for the region; in the 
arts world, it produced documentaries showcasing amongst others, leading concert 
pianist Moura Lympany, potter Bernard Leach, and sculptor Barbara Hepworth. 


Scheduling opt-outs[edit] 


TSW was a notably regional company, declaring itself as a channel in its own right, 
rather than just being part of the ITV network. It had a reputation for scheduling to suit 
its own requirements, and would often broadcast particular shows at different times to 
the other ITV regions or even opt out of network activity completely. Such notable 
scheduling changes included: 


e Series two of Blockbusters was not broadcast in full. Around 50 editions of the 
1984/5 series were shown eight months later, during summer holiday mornings: 1 
July - 24 August 1985.29 

e Weekday editions of Gus Honeybun's Magic Birthdays often replaced the first and 
last Children's ITV live in-vision continuity links of the day, from 1987 - 1990.1% 

e The Australian soap, Home and Away was moved from its 5:10pm teatime repeat 
slot to a much earlier time-slot of 3:27pm on 20 September 1989. It stayed in this 
afternoon time-slot for three years until September 1992.1% 

e The networked sitcom, The Piglet Files, starring Nicholas Lyndhurst, was not shown 
on TSW until a few months after its original run in all other ITV regions. Another 
networked sitcom, The Nineteenth Hole, starring Eric Sykes, was dropped mid-run 
after complaints from viewers regarding its politically incorrect humour, 2224 

e The ITV Chart Show was dropped on occasions (mostly for special programmes) so 


that TSW could show its weekly news review for deaf people, The South West Week. 
[10] 


Additionally, Channel Television, the ITV contractor for the Channel Islands required a 
network feed from another nearby ITV region on the mainland, which was provided by 
Westward Television for many years, until it lost its franchise in 1981. TSW took over 
the requirement from 1982, until 1986, when Channel switched to TVS for the feed 
instead. After TVS lost its franchise in the 1991 ITV auction round, Meridian 
Broadcasting provided the network feed from 1993 onwards. 


Programmes[edit] 

e About Britain (contributions for the ITV network) e The Saturday Shov 
e Amoebas to Zebras e Scene South West 
e The Cut Price Comedy Show (for Channel Four) e Sounds Like Music 
e Frootie Tooties e The South West W 
e Gardens For All (1982-1992) e That's My Dog (198 
e Get Fresh (contributions for the ITV network, 1986-1988) e = TeleViews 


e Ghost Train (contributions for the ITV network, 1989-1991) e Today (1986-1989 


e Gus Honeybun's Magic Birthdays (1982-1992) 

e Highway (contributions for the ITV network, 1983-1992) 

e Interpub (1986-1988) 

e ITV Telethon (local and networked contributions, 1988, 1990, 1992) 
e = Judi (1984) 

e Judi Goes On Holiday (1986) 

e Morning Worship (contributions for the ITV network, 1982-1992) 

e = Nightcall 

e Postscript 


See also[edit] 


e Westward Television 


e Westcountry Television 
e ITV (TV network) 
e History of ITV 
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This is a timeline of the history of Television South West (TSW) and its 
predecessor Westward Television. 


Westward[edit] 


e 1961 
o 29 April - Westward Television starts broadcasting. Westward had fought off 11 
competing bids to win the licence to broadcast to south west England. 


e 1962 to 1967 
o No events. 


e 1968 

o 22 April - The Huntshaw Cross transmitting station opens, providing better 
reception across north Devon. 

o August - Atechnicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 

o September - The final edition of Westward's listings magazine Look Westward is 
published. Listings are subsequently carried in a Westward edition 
of TVTimes which now becomes a national publication. 


e 1969 
o 17 January - Westward merges with the Keith Prowse company, due to 
Westward's chairman Peter Cadbury also being chairman of Keith Prowse. 
o Later in 1969 - EMI purchases Keith Prowse Music Publishing from Westward. 


e 1970 
o January - Peter Cadbury is sacked, and re-hired within days as the chairman of 
the Westward board, after he made outspoken remarks against the levy imposed 
on advertising revenue imposed by the IBA.“ 


e 1971 
o 13 September - Westward begins broadcasting in colour, but only from 
the Stockland Hill and Caradon Hill transmitters, and to mark the change, 
Westward's ident is re-shot in colour. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ITV is able to launch an afternoon service. 


e 1973 
o 5 November - Colour transmissions begin from the Huntshaw Cross transmitter. 


e 1974 to 1978 
o No events. 


e 1979 


o 10 August - The ten week ITV strike forces Westward Television off the air. The 
strike ends on 24 October although Westward staff returned to work a few days 
before the rest of the country. 


e 1980 
o 28 December - The Independent Broadcasting Authority announces that 
Westward has lost its franchise to TSW. 


e 1981 

o Early in 1981 - Rather than waiting until after its franchise ends, Westward's 
management decide to sell up quickly to TSW which purchases Westward 
Television for £2.38 million. 

o 11 August - TSW goes on air in all but name, continuing to use the Westward 
name until the end of the year. 

o 31 December - At just before midnight, Westward Television says goodbye 
rather than at the end of the day's programmes as the other companies that lost 
their franchises did.@ 


TSW[edit] 


e 1982 
o 1 January - TSW launches at midnight and closes down for the night 40 minutes 
later with TSW branding. 


e 1983 
o TSW concludes a two-year £4 million investment programme in its studios which 
sees the introduction of new production equipment and the building of an 
additional studio. 


e 1984 
o No events. 


e 1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 
o May - TSW unveils a computerised version of its ident. 


e 1986 
o Channel Television switches its feed of the ITV network from TSW to TVS. 


e 1987 
o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. The new 
service includes regular five-minute national and regional news bulletins. 
o TSW changes the name of its regional news programme from Today South 
West to Today.2% 


e 1988 
o 2 September - TSW begins 24-hour broadcasting.“4 


e 1989 


(0) 
(0) 


TSW renames its news programme from Today to TSW Today.” 
Autumn - TSW chooses to refresh its on-screen presentation rather than use the 
1989 ITV corporate look. 


e 1990 


(0) 


TSW becomes one of the first ITV companies to start broadcasting in NICAM 
digital stereo. 


e 1991 


(0) 


16 October - The ITC announces that TSW has lost its licence. It loses out 

to Westcountry Television. Westcountry had tabled a lower bid but the ITC 
awarded the licence to Westcountry because it felt that TSW’s bid of 

£16.1 million was too high.“ Westcountry was the second highest of the other 
two applicants and was awarded the licence with a bid of £7.82 million. 


e 1992 


(0) 


February - TSW’s appeal to have the ITC’s decision to relieve TSW of its licence 
fails when it is rejected by the House of Lords. 

31 December - At just before midnight, TSW stops broadcasting as after the 
chimes of Big Ben, the new licensee, Westcountry takes over as franchise holder 
for south west England. 


e After 1992 


(0) 


(0) 


TSW undertakes a reverse takeover with the White Ward Group, makers of 
safety footwear and associated articles. The name of the company was changed 
to UK Safety Ltd, and traded for a number of years, before 

entering administrative receivership. 

The directors of TSW create the TSW Film and Television Archive, one of the 
first and largest of what has now become a network of regional film archives. It 
was later renamed the South West Film and Television Archive (SWFTA) 

ua and it holds the entire surviving back catalogue of both Westward and TSW 
programmes 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 
e History of ITV television idents 
e Timeline of ITV 
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This article is about the former ITV regional franchise until 2013. For the merged 
franchise region since 2014, see ITV West Country. 
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ITV West Country 


ITV Westcountry, formerly known as Westcountry Television and Carlton 
Westcountry, was the ITV franchise holder for the south west of England, 

covering Cornwall, Devon, Isles of Scilly, southern and western Somerset and 

western Dorset. The company replaced its predecessor, TSW (Television South West), 
from 1 January 1993. The station was owned and operated by ITV plc under the licensee 
of ITV Broadcasting Limited (formerly Westcountry Television Limited). 


ITV West Country incorporating the former ITV Westcountry ("West") and ITV 

West ("East") regions was (until 31 December 2013) a non-franchise ITV regional station 
covering south west England. With the formal split of the Wales and West Channel 3 
licence in January 2014, a separate licence was created for Wales with the West licence 
merged with that of West Country. ITV West Country thus became a franchise region. 
Both companies which make up the new regional licence still legally exist. ITV Wales & 
West Ltd, ITV Wales & West Group Ltd and Westcountry Television Ltd are each, along 
with most other regional companies owned by ITV plc, listed on 
www.companieshouse.gov.uk as a "Dormant company". This article however, covers the 
Westcountry Television part of the franchise. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Westcountry Television 


Franchise award[edit] 


Westcountry Television was one of two rival consortia bidding against the 

incumbent TSW when the ITV franchises were put to tender early in 1991.2 Two of 
Westcountry's original shareholders were Brittany Ferries and South West Water; the 
latter investor attracted criticism as only three years earlier it had been responsible for 
one of the worst water pollution incidents in the United Kingdom and which had 
occurred within the franchise area at Camelford. On 16 October 1991, Westcountry was 
announced as the winner, bidding £7 million a year against TSW's bid of £16 million a 
year. Several local MPs were concerned that South West Water's involvement would 
lead to partiality in news items concerning the local water firm. 


TSW launched a legal challenge to the franchise award, and after initially being 
refused permission to do so in the High Court,“ a legal action began which would last 
almost three months and went all the way to the House of Lords. In February 1992 the 
legal process found in favour of Westcountry and while it could now finally sign the 
franchise agreement, its original programme plans were hit by the delay. Following 
discussions with the Independent Television Commission, Westcountry announced on 1 
April 1992 it had abandoned the plans to build new studios on the Plymouth waterfront, 
opting instead to convert an industrial unit at Langage Science Park, Plymouth. It also 
reduced its planned staffing levels - already far fewer than those of TSW - leading to an 
expression of disappointment by TSW's managing director Harry Turner. Of the 297 
TSW employees, only 16 found work at Westcountry at the start of the franchise. 

& Around 112 staff were employed by Westcountry at the time of the station's launch. 


Franchise operation[edit] 


Westcountry replaced TSW at 00:00 GMT on 1 January 1993. The channel's launch 
sequence was a two-minute promo voiced by Bruce Hammal and Trish Bertram (two of 
Westcountry's first trail voiceovers) welcoming viewers to Westcountry and trailing its 
forthcoming regional programmes. The promo was followed by the Eddie 


Murphy and Dudley Moore film Best Defense. The new station promised an increase to 
11 hours a week of regional programming of mixed genres. 


Six months after the launch, the company joined up with Meridian 
Broadcasting, HTV, Channel Television and S4C to create a joint advertising sales 
operation. 


During the summer of 1996, Westcountry prepared to float the company on the stock 
market, which resulted in HTV, United News & Media, Carlton 

Communications and Canwest bidding to buy out Westcountry.22 In October 1996 GWR, 
the radio group, made a bid of £70m for Westcountry TV, outbidding both HTV and 
Carlton,= but within a few weeks United News & Media increased its offer and was 
expected to acquire the company,“ But Westcountry owners had become increasingly 
frustrated at the slow progress of talks@#! and criticised United boss Lord Hollick's "nickel 
and dime" tactics over negotiations, opting instead to sell to Carlton 

Communications for £10m higher than United's offer of around £75m, around 25 
November 1996. Hollick was described as "disappointed but far from livid" at the 
outcome.“#45 Subsequently, Westcountry was re-branded as Carlton Westcountry in 
September 1999, although only referred on screen as Carlton. =u“ On 27 October 2002, 
Carlton Westcountry lost its regional identity, and became known as /7V1 Carlton prior 
to regional programmes only, while being known as ITV1 at all other times.4#24 The 
franchise briefly became /TV1 for the Westcountry in 2003, before being renamed 
onscreen as /TV1 Westcountry upon the ITV plc merger of 2004,29% and officially taking 
this name two years later. /TV1 Westcountry was used for a time after this, although 
from 13 November 2006, the regional name was only verbally mentioned before any 
locally produced programming. 


ITV West Country[edit] 


Following a speech by Michael Grade about regional broadcasting post-switchover at 
the 2007 Nations and Regions conference in Cardiff, there was speculation that ITV 
West and ITV Westcountry could merge news operations, as part of further streamlining 
of regional operations.22 Rumours suggested that, while a newsroom (and separate 
regional identity) would be retained in the south west, the main Westcountry 

Live programme would move to a studio alongside The West Tonight at ITV West 

in Bristol (akin to the Meridian and Thames Valley news services at Whiteley). On 12 
September 2007, ITV issued a statement to the City of London, saying that it wished to 
reduce the number of news studios from 17 to just nine. This included merging ITV West 
with ITV Westcountry to form a non-franchise region, ITV West and Westcountry, from 
February 2009 2220211 


Shortly after the broadcasting regulator OFCOM gave final approval to the changes, the 
regional news service was phased out with the final broadcast from Plymouth aired on 
Sunday 15 February 2009. A new programme entitled The West Country 

Tonight replaced the Westcountry Live on Monday 16 February 2009 but included 
separate opt-out news bulletins (some of which were pre-recorded depending on the 
day's news) and weather forecasts for the Westcountry region during the main 6pm 
programme and in the weekday late bulletin after News at Ten. Separate daytime 
bulletins for the region were reintroduced in September 2011. 


On 14 January 2013, the region became known as ITV West Country. In September 
2013, the south west opt-out within the main 6pm news programme /TV News West 
Country was extended to at least 20 minutes. Separate weekend bulletins were also 
reintroduced, effectively restoring a full regional news service for the former 
Westcountry region. 


Studios[edit] 


Westcountry was originally based at Brittany Ferries’ offices in Millbay Docks, Plymouth 
with a view to constructing a purpose-built studio centre on the Plymouth waterfront. 
However, following the delay caused by TSW's legal proceedings, these plans were 
scrapped. The company opted instead to convert an industrial unit at Langage Science 
Park in Plympton, which was backed up by a network of seven local newsrooms and 
studios in Torbay, Penzance, Truro, Exeter, Barnstaple, Weymouth and Taunton.22! 


Although Westcountry's headquarters were in Plymouth, transmission for the channel 
was outsourced and run by HTV Wales staff at HTV's presentation centre in Culverhouse 
Cross, Cardiff? with continuity announcers based at the Plymouth studios. This 
arrangement lasted from the first day of broadcasting until shortly after regional 
continuity was abandoned in October 2002. 


Following the merger to form ITV West Country, most of Westcountry's operations were 
transferred to HTV's West headquarters in Bristol, where production of the regional 
news service is now based. The only operation left in Plymouth is a newsroom and sales 
office, alongside two newsrooms in Truro and Exeter. 


Sub-regions|[edit] 


Up until early 2009, Westcountry ran four sub-regional services, each providing short 
opt-out bulletins for their area during the flagship news programme Westcountry 

Live and the late bulletin after News at Ten.22 The opt-outs were broadcast from 
Westcountry's studios in Barnstaple (covering north Devon), Exeter (serving east Devon 
and parts of Somerset), Plymouth (south Devon & parts of east Cornwall) and Truro 
(Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly).“% Westcountry was the first and only ITV company to 
produce four opt-outs for its region. 


Identity[edit] 


Between 1 January 1993 and 5 September 1999, Westcountry's presentation featured 
that of a large 'W' shape on a frosted screen over a background video of a nature scene. 
The idents were made so that the scene could only be seen clearly through the 'W' 
shape. Accompanying the video was a five-note jingle featuring string and flute 
instruments. This presentational package lasted throughout the whole period, with the 
oniy change on 1 September 1997 that of a form-up added made out of diagonal lines. 


From 6 September 1999 however, the look changed drastically, as the Carlton 'Star' 
ident package was launched on the network. The look, featuring a start up film involving 
hearts would flash out to reveal the Carlton name over a spinning star background. The 
Westcountry name was only used on the news programme Westcountry Live. This 
package lasted until 28 October 2002, when regional continuity was lost." 


In its place, a national ITV1 branding package, with local idents featuring the ITV1 logo 
on the left hand side of the screen with Carlton logo below.28251 This remained until late 
2003, when the Carlton name was removed from regional idents, which instead 
featured four colour cubes randomly located in a scene from the region. The ITV1 logo 
was located in the bottom right corner with the caption /TV1 for the 

Westcountry located beneath."251 Following the 2004 ITV rebranding, the new local 
ident featured the national ident of three cubes containing the letters 'ITV' above a 
large cube '1', with the addition of the region name below.2# A few blunders occurred 
however. To begin with, Westcountry's local ident had the word West beneath which 


was later replaced as West Country.2% The ident was finally amended to show the right 
name at approximately the same time that regional idents were abandoned. In 2006 
and 2009, the Westcountry brand completely disappeared from continuity and the news 
service respectively. The station would now be known on-air as just ITV1 at all times. 


On 14 January 2013, the station's on-air identity was changed to ITV, along with all 
other ITV plc-owned franchises. 


Programmes[edit] 


Westcountry's programme offerings were primarily aimed at a regional market as 
opposed to gaining network slots. Westcountry's flagship programme was the regional 
news magazine Westcountry Live, which ran between Westcountry's launch in 1993 
until the merger in 2009. Other regional programmes included: 


e Bendel! at Bedtime - Topical debate (2004) 

e Birthday People - Birthday slot for children (1993-2005) 

e Blooming Marvelous - (1994-96) 

e Brief Encounters - Feature series about unusual pastimes (1993-94) 

e Energize! - A Saturday Children's magazine programme (1996-2000) 

e Little River Journeys - A look at the Westcountry region's waterways, later aired by 
Channel 4 (1995) 

e On the Road to the Islands - Jack Pizzey's tour of islands in the south west, later 
aired by Channel 4 (1993) 

e Richard Digance: For One Night Only - Local entertainment series (1997-98) 

e Special Report - current affairs programme 

e The L.A.D.S. - A rare partly network commission, A magazine programme for men. 
(1996) 

e Ruth Meets The Entertainers - (1995) 

e The West At Work - (1993-96)! 

e Westcountry Focus - Westcountry's first regular current affairs series 

e Westcountry Life - Short 30-second films reflecting aspects of life in the region 
(1993-96) 

e Westcountry Soccer Night - Local football magazine show (2004-08) 

e Westcountry Update - Weekly news review for the deaf and hard of hearing (1993- 
2004) 

e West Wise - Short-lived inter-town quiz, one of Westcountry's first local programmes 
(1993) 


In its annual reports, the Independent Television Commission (ITC) commented on 
Westcountry's programming and performance; in 1995 it said that Westcountry had a 
"good news service and regional programming", despite a difficult first year.24 Two 
years later in 1997 the ITC again noted its "strong, high quality regional programming" 
and that it had "scored a major network success with Christmas with the Royal Navy, a 
series of five live programmes". In 1999 the ITC again commented that Westcountry 
provided a "regional service of generally high quality": and that overall its range of 
regional programmes was "wide and included some strong factual material", also noting 
that one of its children's programmes had been supplied to the network.22 


See also[edit] 


e ITV Wales & West 


e Television South West 
e ITV (TV network) 
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This is a timeline of the history of Westcountry Television. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1991 
o 16 October - The ITC announces that TSW has lost its licence. It loses out 
to Westcountry Television. Westcountry had tabled a lower bid but the ITC 
awarded the licence to Westcountry because it felt that TSW’s bid of 
£16.1 million was too high.“ Westcountry was the second highest of the other 
two applicants and was awarded the licence with a bid of £7.82 million per year. 


e 1992 
o 6 February - TSW’s appeal to have the ITC’s decision to relieve TSW of its licence 
fails when the House of Lords rejects the appeal. 


e 1993 
o 1 January - After the chimes of Big Ben, Westcountry Television goes on air. 
o 20 July - Westcountry joins up with HTV, Meridian, Channel Television and S4C to 
form a joint advertising company operated by Meridian Broadcasting and HTV.& 


e 1994 
o No events. 


e 1995 
o No events. 


e 1996 
o 25 November - Carlton Communications buys Westcountry Television.“ 


e 1997 
o No events. 


e 1998 
o 15 November - The public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place. 


e 1999 
o 6 September - Carlton Television drops the Westcountry name from their on-air 
presentation, instead branding the region as Carlton Westcountry. 
o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 
o No events. 


e 2001 
o No events. 


e 2002 
o 28 October - On-air regional identities are dropped apart from when introducing 
regional programmes and Westcountry is renamed ITV1 for the Westcountry. 


e 2003 
o No events. 


e 2004 
o January - The final two remaining English ITV companies, Carlton and Granada, 
merge to create a single England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc and the 
region is known on air when introducing regional programming as /TV1 
Westcountry. 


e 2005 
o No events. 


e 2006 
o No events. 


e 2007 
o 12 September - ITV issues a statement to the City of London, saying that it 
wished to merge ITV West with ITV Westcountry to form a non-franchise region, 
ITV West and Westcountry, from February 2009.2 


e 2008 
o No events. 


e 2009 

o 15 February - Westcountry Live is broadcast for the final time. 

o 16 February - As part of major cutbacks across ITV to its regional broadcasts in 
England the operations of ITV Westcountry and ITV West are merged into a new 
non-franchise region ITV West & Westcountry. The new ‘region’ results in a 
merged regional news service based in Bristol called The West Country Tonight. 
However the first half of the main programme and the entirety of the late 
evening bulletin remain separate. 

o All non-news local programming ends apart from a monthly political discussion 
show. 

o 9 September - The Westcountry region completes digital switchover. 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 
o No events. 


e 2011 
o 5 September - Separate weekday daytime bulletins for the two main regions - 
west and south west - are reintroduced. 


e 2012 
o No events. 


e 2013 
o 16 September - The south west opt-out from the Bristol-based regional news 
magazine is restored as fully separate regional programmes on weekdays with 
shorter daytime and weekend bulletins reintroduced. 


e 2014 
o 1 January - Following the formal split of the Wales and West of England regions, 
a new region covering the merged west and south west regions - ITV West 
Country - is officially launched.24 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 


e History of ITV television idents 
e Timeline of ITV 
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TV Channel Television 
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This article is about the ITV franchise in the Channel Islands. 
"ITV Channel" redirects here. For the national television channel, see ITV (TV channel). 


"Channel Television" redirects here. For TV channel, see TV channel. For other uses, 
see Channel (disambiguation). 


ITV Channel Television 


Logo used from 1999 to 2006 


Type Region of television network 
Branding ITV 
First air date 


1 September 1962; 57 years ago 


TV transmitters Fremont Point 


Headquarters St Helier, Jersey 


Broadcast area Channel Islands 


Owner ITV plc 

Former names Channel Television (1962-2011) 
Picture format 16:9 576i 

Affiliation ITV 


Official website itv.com/channel 


Language English 


ITV Channel Television, previously Channel Television, is a British television station 
which has served as the ITV contractor for the Channel Islands since 1962. It is based 

in Jersey and broadcasts regional programme for insertion into the network ITV 
schedule. Until November 2011, Channel Television was one of four ITV companies 
independent from ITV plc alongside the two STV regions 

in Scotland and UTV in Northern Ireland. The station has been owned by ITV plc since 
2012 and the licence was transferred to ITV Broadcasting Limited in March 2017. '*4 


Until the takeover by ITV plc, Channel Television also had a responsibility to ensure 
independent productions for ITV complied with the regulator Ofcom's broadcasting 
rules. Until the regulations changed, Ofcom could only impose a maximum fine of 5% of 
the revenue of the company responsible for compliance, and as Channel was by far the 
smallest ITV contractor, this minimised the potential fines to which ITV as a whole would 
be exposed.” Channel handled compliance for programmes including The X 

Factor, Midsomer Murders and the British Comedy Awards.”! 


The station's main competitor is the BBC, which operates an opt-out of the South West 
England news programme Spotlight. 


History[edit] 


Further information: Timeline of Channel Television 


Launch[edit] 


Channel Television was awarded the licence for the islands in 1960 by the then 
regulator the Independent Television Authority (ITA).2! However, the ITA pointed out that 
the Television Act 1954 that established ITV did not include provision for the Channel 
Islands and as a result, if the ITA was to operate an ITV service there, it would have to 


be permitted by means of extending the Act to the islands with an Order in Council.“ In 
addition, the new station faced difficulties connecting to the rest of the ITV network. The 
solution was the construction of a microwave relay station on the northern island 

of Alderney that would connect with another ITV station, initially Westward Television. 
At first, the station received difficulties in getting permission for the new mast, but 
these were overcome in September 1961.2! 


Channel Television finally went on the air on 1 September 1962," the 16th ITV station to 
launch. It served the smallest population of any ITV station with only around 150,000 
people in 54,000 households. !tatioaneedeat 


1960s and 70S[edit] 


The size of Channel's audience made the station initially vulnerable to any disputes and 
disturbances to the ITV network as a whole. When technicians went on strike in the 
summer of 1968, Channel was the only station not to be affected.™ While Channel did 
survive the 1968 strike, it was badly affected by the Three-Day Week of 1973-4 which 
restricted the hours of television stations to save electricity.“ However, Channel 
managed to escape the large ITV strike that blacked out the rest of the network in 
August-October 1979, on the same understanding as before.! Channel managed to 
provide a service based mainly on films, imports, extended local news coverage and 
regional programming, with the biggest problem coming from difficulties in transporting 
film to the Jersey studios. 


Channel also made advances during this period to enhance its service. In 1970, Channel 
formalised its relationship with South West England ITV franchisee holder Westward 
Television allowing a greater share of programming between the two franchise holders. 
81 Channel finally converted to colour television on Monday 26 July 1976, the last 
region to do so and seven years after the first. Delays were due to the cost of upgrading 
the studios and purchasing new equipment and the need to provide a stronger network 
feed as the region's northernmost areas got better signals from Southern and 
Thames/London Weekend. All local programmes were being made in colour by the 
following year with Channel donating all of its old cameras to local museums.® Just 
before the 1979 ITV strike began, Channel became only the second TV station in Europe 
to introduce electronic news-gathering (ENG) to its local news operation (BBC1 had used 
ENG for London-originated news since at least 1978), ending the use of film. 


1980s and 1990s[edit] 


The new decade began with a new franchise round for the islands in which Channel was 
unopposed. However, there was to be a change of franchise in the South West of 
England with Westward being replaced by Television South West (TSW), requiring a new 
agreement with TSW. However, in 1986 Channel changed who it sourced its network 
feed from, instead changing to Television South (TVS) which served the South and 
South East of England from Southampton. An unexpected side-effect of this change was 
a disruption to serials airing on the station in the afternoon due to the serial having 
begun on TVS at a different time to TSW so that they were at a different point through 
the serial's run. For instance, Channel had to miss over 100 episodes of The Young 
Doctors, the first nine episodes of Prisoner Cell Block H which had been screened on 
TVS in 1985, and it had to re-show 60 episodes of Sons and Daughters as TVS was 
behind TSW. The new feed also meant that Channel simulcast TVS's night time 
schedule following the launch of this programming area in 1988. Channel's night time 
schedule from that point onwards always simulcast the service seen on TVS and its 
successor Meridian. 


During this period, the station began to invest in technology. A local service for 

the Oracle teletext service began in 1981, delivering local news and information. Local 
news was also enhanced with the first underwater ENG camera, created for footage of a 
Roman shipwreck, and a year later with the introduction of a computerised newsroom, 
the first of the ITV regions to convert.” 


In 1991, the station faced a new challenge: that of a new franchise round. Following the 
Broadcasting Act of the previous year, the allocation of regional franchises had changed 
to become a blind auction in which the franchise went to the highest bidder. This 
process was further complicated by a quality threshold, in which a higher bidder could 
be disqualified for having a poor business plan or if its high bid would result in a lack of 
funds for the programmes themselves. In the franchise round, Channel bid £1,000 (the 
lowest bid accepted) and was out-bid by challenge consortium Cl3.2 C13, formed in 
part of ex-Channel employees, bid £102,000, but was disqualified as it failed to pass the 
quality threshold." Channel had won the right to continue broadcasting beyond 1993. 
As another consequence of the franchise round, Channel began local news broadcasts 
during breakfast time as part of GMTV's new service.“ 


In 1996, Channel began a subtitling service for its local programmes. 
2000 to present[edit] 


In 2001, Channel was bought by the Yattendon Investment Trust, although the buy-out 
did not lead to a noticeable change on screen. The buy-out occurred at the same time 
as the full scale amalgamation of ITV with many of the regional franchises becoming 
owned by one of four consortia: Carlton, Granada, United News and Media and Scottish 
Media Group. Channel subsequently remained one of two franchises to be not part of a 
consortium (the other being UTV). When Carlton and Granada (which by then also 
included the United News and Media franchises) merged to form ITV plc in 2004, 
Channel remained separate from this new merger. Channel's independence from ITV 
plc also saw it retain its much loved regional non-news programmes when other regions 
saw this type of programming dropped.“ 


One of ITV Channel Television's vehicles as seen in 2011. 


Despite being a small station, Channel took on a role in ensuring that ITV's 
independently produced programmes complied with the UK's guidelines and laws. On 
18 May 2008, The Sunday Times newspaper reported that ITV plc was using Channel's 
compliance role as a loophole, enabling it to lessen a possible fine for 

breaching Ofcom regulations during the 2005 British Comedy Awards. During the 
programme Robbie Williams presented an award to Ant and Dec which should have 
gone to Catherine Tate who had received a greater number of phone-in votes.” For this 
breach, Ofcom fined the broadcaster, which was worked out as a maximum of 5% of the 
offending broadcaster's advertising revenue. However, as the programme was 


independently produced Channel is seen as the offending broadcaster for not ensuring 
compliance, despite Channel having no role in commissioning the programme. 
Therefore, any fines received are minimal as Channel's advertising income was by far 
the smallest of all the ITV companies.24 


In early 2008, Channel began broadcasting in 16:9 widescreen, approximately a decade 
after the rest of the network became widescreen capable with the launch of digital 
terrestrial television. The Channel Islands also completed 

the switchover from analogue to digital television signals in November 2010." 


In 2011, Channel Television was bought from the Yattendon Group by ITV plc. The deal 
was announced on 18 October, subject to approval from the Jersey Competition 
Regulatory Authority,“2 and was completed on 23 November.“ Although not 
announced, the deal was thought to have been worth at least £10 million.“2 Following 
ITV's 2013 rebrand, Channel's presentation and the title of its news programme have 
been brought into line with the other ITV regions, although sporadic non-news 
programming remains. 


Studios[edit] 


Channel Television currently operates two studios: the Jersey headquarters at Castle 
Quay on the St Helier waterfront and a Guernsey studio at Television House in Bulwer 
Avenue in St. Sampson, a building shared with BBC Radio Guernsey. 


In Jersey, Channel's first headquarters were a purpose-built centre at the corner 

of Rouge Bouillon and Val Plaisant, housing one main 1,000 sq.ft. studio for all local 
productions and a continuity suite. As the company expanded, Channel moved into 
larger facilities in 1988 at La Pouquelaye, converted from the former offices 

of Rediffusion's Jersey operation. Initially, the La Pouquelaye centre housed two 
production studios (the smaller studio B was latterly converted into offices) and a 
continuity studio, later used exclusively for Puffin's Pla(i)ce.234521 Channel moved to its 
current, smaller premises at Castle Quay in June 2015.28 


Channel's Guernsey operation was founded upon the station's launch in a hotel in Saint 
Peter Port, moving to Market Square in 1967, from where a microwave link with the 
Jersey headquarters was established in 1971, allowing live studio contributions from the 
island to be broadcast for the first time. In 1983, Channel in Guernsey moved again to 
larger facilities at St George's Esplanade, from where Channel Report was presented on 
a regular basis. The current Guernsey base in St. Sampson, including a small multi- 
camera studio, was opened in 1997.2! 


Until the station's buyout by ITV plc, Channel also owned a London office, latterly based 
near to The London Studios. 


Identity[edit] 


Channel Television's first on screen logo featured six hexagons, laid out five below 
linked together with one on top with a stylised cat's head inside it. The five hexagons 
below represent the five main channel 

islands: Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney, Sark and Herm. The ident was animated so that 
each hexagon appeared in turn accompanied by one note of the jingle along with the 
name. This ident lasted until colour came to the region in the mid-1970s with only one 
slight variation in the positioning of the channel name.22 


The first colour ident used by Channel involved a striped CTV, which would serve as the 
station logo until 1999. The first ident featured this static logo made of orange stripes 


on a white outline against a blue background with a soundtrack of a brass fanfare titled 
"Superstar Fanfare", composed by Keith Mansfield. This same fanfare was later used 
when Channel launched its next ident, featuring the lines of the CTV logo spinning into 
place, coloured gold against a black background. This was introduced around 1985 and 
was utilised for the stations 25th Anniversary in 1987, when each line of the CTV logo 
was drawn out before spinning back to be joined by a striped 25.5% 


In the early 1990s Channel aired its first computer generated ident, featuring the CTV 
logo, initially silver but turned gold by two sideways flashes, falling backwards onto the 
gradiented blue background. This logo was accompanied by a dramatic score which was 
later improved, along with the ident, in 1993. The improvements kept the theme and 
repositioned the logo, changed the background to a navy blue, made the logo itself 
bigger and gold throughout and, most noticeably, improved the music making it less 
dramatic and giving it a softer feel." 


Both during this period and before, Channel used an on-air clock. The other ITV regions 
in the 1970s up to the very early 1990s, commonly used a clock as well, but it had been 
gradually been dropped. Channel kept the clock up to 2002, using it to introduce news 
and, more unusually, announce the local temperature and tide times prior to the 
following programme (something not seen elsewhere in the ITV network). 


In 1998, Channel adopted a different style of presentation. The CTV logo remained, both 
on end captions and as the company logo, while on screen Channel utilised the device 
of the word 'Channel' written in a variety of fonts arranged in circles and moving, 
spinning and pulsating to a tune of a simple jingle. This look was not to last as 

the second ITV generic look occurred in 1999, which Channel adopted. This look, based 
on the theme of hearts, also provided Channel with a new logo, featuring a globe with 
the Channel Islands on it being orbited by two comets whose trails make a heart shape. 
Channel used the generic look, albeit with its own soundtrack, until 2002. The generic 
look was used for network programmes with regional ones using a large Channel logo 
over the spinning hearts background. When the celebrity idents came Channel used a 
variation, where the left side of the screen was taken up by its logo. A number of idents 
were used featuring different celebrities and some local ones made by Channel 
themselves were used; in 2002 a special ident to celebrate the channels 40th 
Anniversary was introduced featuring former station logos.4% 


In late 2004 Channel used idents of scenes from around the Channel Islands, with the 
logo in a stripe down the left side of the screen. Some elements of the network branding 


were also used.22 


Channel Television 


The Logo for ITV1 Channel Television used between 2011 and 2013. A version of this logo with a 


flat yellow box and white ITV wordmark was in use between 2006 and 2011. 


In 2006, Channel, whilst being fiercely independent and regional, adopted a variation of 
the national ITV1 network branding and shared continuity, due to it receiving a non- 
clean feed of networked programming from ITV Meridian. While the branding was very 
similar to regions owned by ITV plc Channel Television used an older ITV1 logo with 


white letters on its idents supplemented by the wording 'Channel Television’ and pre- 
recorded local continuity announcements are used at key junctions - including prior to 
national and regional news and on the handover from ITV Breakfast at 9.25am. Typically 
this is "This is Channel Television, ITV in the Channel Islands", or at the handover from 
ITV Breakfast, "It's 9.25 and you're watching Channel Television, your local ITV station". 
These idents also use music from the original emotion idents rather than the updated 
jingle and music. It was the only ITV company to take the network branding without 
being a part of ITV plc.22 


Following the takeover in November 2011, Channel began using ITV1's 2010 logo and 
updated its idents.2% 


On 14 January 2013, the station's on-air identity was changed to ITV, along with all 
other ITV plc-owned franchises. There are no specific idents stating Channel Television 
but the name is instead verbally referred to at the 6pm junctions before ITV News 
Channel TV and for a time it was used overnight. 


Programmes[edit] 
Current[edit] 


e /TV News Channel TV 
e ITV Channel Weather 
e Puffin's Pla(i)ce 

e Destination Report 


Contributions to network and multi-region series[edit] 


Although Channel made little for the ITV network it did contribute to a number 
of roadshow and anthology series which were collaboratively produced in a number of 
the smaller TV regions, such as Highway. 


Other programmes[edit] 


e The Lonely Man (1963) 

e The Bitter Years (1970; about the occupation of the Channel Islands during the 
Second World War) 

e Jambo: The Gentle Giant (one-off documentary, 1986) 

e Gallery (1986-92) 

e The Dodo Club (1987-9) 

e Cyril Fletcher's TV Garden (1990-2) 

e Bertie the Bat (1990) 

e Island (1996-7) 

e The Story of the Battle of Flowers (two-part Documentary, 2002) 

e Simply the Best (2004) 


See also[edit] 


e Media of Jersey 
e Culture of Guernsey 
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by ITV plc, it is not listed on www.companieshouse.gov.uk as a "Dormant company”. 
Instead its nature of business is listed as "Television programme production activities" 
and it is registered with the Jersey Companies Registry as a live company. Also unlike the 
other ITV plc-owned companies, the franchise licence has not been transferred to ITV 
Broadcasting Ltd but remains held by the Channel Television company itself. leaten needeai 


External links[edit] 


Wikimedia Commons 
) has media related 
2. to Channel 
Television. 


e |TV Channel TV at itv.com 
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This is a timeline of the history of Channel Television. 


1960s[edit] 


e 1960 
o Channel Television is awarded the contract to provide ITV television in 
the Channel Islands. However, the Independent Television Authority pointed out 
that the Television Act 1954 that established ITV did not include provision for the 
Channel Islands and as a result, if the ITA was to operate an ITV service there, it 
would have to be permitted by means of extending the Act to the islands with 
an Order in Council. 


e 1961 
o September - Channel gets permission to instal a microwave relay station on the 
northern island of Alderney that would connect with another ITV station, 
initially Westward Television.” 


e 1962 
o 1 September - Channel Television begins broadcasting.2 


e 1963 
o 3 March - Channel launches a children's series called Puffin's Pla(i)ce. It is 
broadcast each week for the next 50 years, until it was moved online in 2013. 


e 1964 
o No events. 


e 1965 
o No events. 


e 1966 
o No events. 


e 1967 
o No events. 


e 1968 
o 2 August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 


e 1969 

o No events. 
1970s[edit] 
e 1970 


o Channel formalises its relationship with Westward Television allowing a greater 
share of programming between the two franchise holders. 


e 1971 
o Channel enables a microwave link between Guernsey and Channel's 
headquarters on Jersey. This means that live studio contributions from the island 
to be broadcast for the first time. 
o Channel's listings magazine Channel Viewer is closed and is replaced by a 
localised version of 7V7imes. 


e 1972 
o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ITV is able to launch an afternoon service. Channel does 
launch an afternoon service but it continues to restrict its broadcasting hours 
and it isn't until the middle of the 1980s that Channel broadcasts all day, every 
day. 


e 1973 
o 17 December - The British government imposes early close downs 
on BBC1, BBC2 and ITV in order to save electricity during the Three-Day 
Week crisis. This meant Channel Television would have to end its broadcast day 
at around 10.30pm. The restrictions were lifted from Christmas Eve 1973 until 6 
January 1974, allowing people to enjoy the festive season programmes. The 
restrictions returned on Monday 7 January 1974. 


e 1974 
o 8 February - The required early close downs of all UK television channels is 
lifted. Channel had been badly effected by the restrictions due to the loss of 
advertising revenue caused by the early close downs. 


e 1975 
o No events. 


e 1976 
o 26 July - Channel begins broadcasting in colour, seven years after colour first 
started to be broadcast elsewhere in the UK. Delays were due to the cost of 


upgrading the studios and purchasing new equipment and due to the technical 
difficulties in providing a UHF link from the UK mainland to the Channel Islands. 


1977 
o All local programming is now made in colour. 


1978 
o No events. 


1979 

o Channel becomes the first ITV region to introduce electronic news- 
gathering (ENG) to its local news operation. 

o August to October - Channel is the only ITV region to continue to broadcast 
during the ten-week ITV strike because the unions realised action there could 
force the station out of business as its audience was so small it was vulnerable 
to any loss of advertising revenue, which would therefore act against the 
interests of a trade union's purpose of maintaining employment for its members. 
Channel provided a service based mainly on films, imports, extended local news 
coverage and regional programming. 


1980s[edit] 


1980 
o No events. 


1981 
o October - Channel launches a local service for the Oracle teletext service.2 


1982 

o 1 January - TSW replaces Westward Television as the franchise holder for south 
west England and Channel receives its feed of the ITV network from the new 
licensee. 


1983 

o 1 February - ITV's national breakfast television service launches. However, 
Channel continues not to broadcast during the morning when ITV Schools is not 
on air, resulting in a closedown period between the end of TV-am's programming 
and the start of Channel's broadcasts at around lunchtime. 

o Channel's Guernsey base moves to larger facilities at St George's Esplanade. 


1984 
o No events. 


1985 
o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 


1986 
o Channel Television switches its feed of the ITV network from TSW to TVS. 


e 1987 
o 7 September - Following the transfer of ITV Schools to Channel 4, ITV provides a 
full morning programme schedule, with advertising, for the first time. By 1987, 
Channel had finally started to broadcast programmes on weekday mornings 
throughout the year and therefore broadcasts the new programmes. 


e 1988 
o 20 June - Channel begins 24-hour broadcasting, and simulcasts TVS' night-time 
service Late Night Late.“ 
o Channel moves into larger facilities at La Pouquelaye, converted from the former 
offices of Rediffusion's Jersey operation.“ 


e 1989 
o 1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. Channel does not 
adopt the logo, instead launching a computerised version of the logo it has been 
using since 1982.4 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o No events. 


e 1991 

o 16 October - Channel retains its licence to broadcast when it bids the lowest 
amount allowed - £1,000. There had been a rival application, Cl3 Group, formed 
in part by former Channel TV employees, which had tabled a higher bid, but it 
was dismissed due to it failing the quality threshold test. 

o 19 October - The final edition of CTV Times is published. It had remained on sale 
long after the other ITV regions had replaced their listings magazine with 
the 7V7imes as it was feared that the company might cease trading without the 
revenue from its own magazine. 


e 1992 
o No events. 


e 1993 
o Channel refreshes its on-screen logo.# 


e 1994 
o No events. 


e 1995 
o No events. 


e 1996 
o Channel launches a subtitling service for its local programmes.” 


e 1997 


o Channel moves its Guernsey base to St. Sampson, including a small multi- 
camera studio. 


Se anne launches a new onscreen ident but retains its current logo on endcaps.™ 
e 1999 
o Channel launches a brand new ident.24 
2000s[edit] 
e 2000 


o No events. 


e 2001 
o Channel Television is bought by the Yattendon Investment Trust, although the 
buy-out did not lead to a noticeable change on screen.24 


e 2002 
o No events. 


e 2003 
o No events. 


e 2004 
o January - The final two remaining English ITV companies, Carlton and Granada, 
merge to create a single England and Wales ITV company called ITV plc. 
However, Channel remains separate from the newly formed ITV plc.22 


e 2005 
o No events. 


e 2006 
o 16 January - Channel adopts the ITV1 logo but shows a localised version of the 
national ident. 


e 2007 
o No events. 


e 2008 
o No events. 


e 2009 
o No events. 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 


o 17 November - The Channel Islands completes digital switchover.) 


e 2011 
o 23 November - ITV plc buys Channel Television from the Yattendon Group." 


e 2012 
o No events. 


e 2013 


o 14 January - Following ITV's 2013 rebrand, Channel's presentation is brought into 
line with the other ITV regions. 


o 15 September - After 50 years on air, children's programme FPuffin's Pla(i)ce is 
broadcast for the final time, although it continues to be shown on Channel's 
website. 


e 2014 
o No events. 


e 2015 
o June - Channel moves to its current, smaller premises at Castle Quay.22 


e 2016 
o No events. 


e 2017 
o March - Channel's licence is transferred to ITV Broadcasting Limited. 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 
e History of ITV television idents 


e Timeline of ITV 
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CPV-TV (from Chrysalis, Paradine and Virgin) was a company which had bid for 
three ITV franchises at the 1991 ITV franchise auction. 


It was a consortium led by Sir David Frost and Richard Branson with further backing 
from the Chrysalis Group media business and had bid for the East of England, London 
Weekday and the South and South East England franchises which were then held 

by Anglia Television, Thames Television and Television South respectively. The intention 
of the consortium was to create a centralised service for these three franchises with a 
generic presentation package. 


However it had lost each of these applications after being outbid by Anglia and Meridian 
Broadcasting in the East of England and South East England areas. For the London 
Weekday franchise it lost out to Carlton Communications despite making the highest 
bid; the bid failed on grounds of quality. CPV-TV's London Weekday bid amount was 
£45,319,000.2 
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Lime Pictures (Mersey Television) 


LIME 


$ 


Type Privately held company 
Industry Television production 
Founded Mersey Television 


(1982-2006) 
Lime Pictures 
(2006 - present) 


Headquarters Liverpool 


United Kingdom 


Key people Phil Redmond (Founder) 
Kate Little 
Claire Poyser 
Carolyn Reynolds 


Tony Wood 

Sean Marley 
Products TV Programmes[show] 
Parent All3Media 
Website limepictures.com 


Lime Pictures, formerly known as Mersey Television, is a British television 
production company, founded by producer and writer Phil Redmond in the early 1980s. 


They produce award winning drama and entertainment shows for the international 
market including Hollyoaks, The Only Way is Essex, Geordie Shore and Free Rein. 


The company's first major production was the soap opera Brookside for Channel 4, 
which ran from the channel's foundation in 1982 until 2003, when it was taken off air 
due to declining ratings. A 3-part spin-off (‘soap bubble') of Brookside was produced in 
November 1987 called Damon and Debbie. 


ITV Franchise bid against Granada (North West Television) 
[edit] 


In the 1991 ITV network franchise auction, Mersey Television under the name of North 
West Television made an audacious bid against holders Granada Television for 

the North West England franchise. Granada had held the North West franchise ever 
since the inception of independent television in the 1950s, and Granada was one of the 
biggest and the most established of the ITV companies. Granada was also a popular 
production company and it came second only to the BBC to find the most respected 
British television company amongst the British public. 


The bid was supported financially by Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television and 
the bid had aimed to provide a more balanced television service for the North West, in 
particular featuring more content from Liverpool as opposed to Manchester. However, 
although North West Television bid more money for the franchise totalling £35 million 
as opposed to Granada's £9 million, the licence stayed with Granada as 

the Independent Television Commission declared that the Mersey Television bid did not 
meet the required quality threshold. 


Furthermore, Granada were aware of Mersey Television's attempts to gain the North 
West franchise and built defences to avoid the loss of the licence they had owned for 
many years.“ New franchises which had no experience of owning an ITV franchise 
(Mersey Television was one such example) would have to a pass a "quality hurdle" that 
Granada executives actually helped the ITC adopt. Granada also had a well known 
catalogue of productions including Prime Suspect, Cracker, World in 

Action and Coronation Street and if Mersey Television had gained the franchise, then 
Granada would have sold these to satellite television, but it never happened. 


Hollyoaks and Grange Hill[edit] 


In 1995, the company began producing a second soap opera for Channel 4, Hollyoaks, 
which still runs. 


Both Brookside and Hollyoaks were created by Redmond himself, and in 2003 the 
company took over production of another series he had created, the children's 

drama Grange Hill, which had first been broadcast on BBCI in 1978 and had been made 
in-house by the BBC until Mersey Television took over. 


The company moved production of the series to their Liverpool base, with the fictional 
school no longer being established as in London but instead an unspecified UK location. 
Sale and name change[edit] 


Mersey Television was bought by All3Media in June 2005 and, in a contractual 
requirement, renamed Lime Pictures in 2006. 


Productions[edit] 


e In 2007, Lime Pictures produced an eight-part series called Living on the Edge, 
documenting the real lives of a group of teenagers in Cheshire, which was shown 
on MTV. 

e In 2007, they produced the short-lived ITV sitcom Bonkers. 

e In 2008, they produced the first (and so far, only) series of Apparitions, 
starring Martin Shaw as an exorcist. 

e In 2009, they produced the BBC Switch reality drama The Season filmed in Val- 
d'Isère. 


Entrance to Lime pictures, Childwall, Liverpool. 


e In 2010, Lime Pictures produced a pilot episode for the E4 sitcom Sex and the 
Chippy, written by Heather Robson and Neil Jones.# 


e Since 2010, Lime Pictures have produced the award-winning reality series The Only 
Way Is Essex for ITV2. 

e Through 2011 to 2013, Lime Pictures, along with Nickelodeon 
Productions and Studio 100, produced House of Anubis, shown on Nickelodeon. 

e Since 2011, Lime Pictures have produced Geordie Shore for MTV. 

e From 2011 to 2014, Lime Pictures produced Rocket's Island for CBBC. 

e Through 2014 to 2016, The Evermoor Chronicles were produced for Disney Channel. 

e Since 2016, Lime Pictures have produced Ce/ebs Go Dating for E4. 

e In 2017, they began producing Free Rein for Netflix. 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


Lb Award Category Jorn aa Result net 
201 | NAACP Image Outstanding Children's Free Rein Nominat 

8 Awards Program ed 

Yea Aad Category Nominee( Resu | Ref 


r s) It 


201 | Daytime Emmy Outstanding Children’s or Family 


Free Rein | 


Awards Viewing Series 
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ITV London 


LONDON 


+ 


Type Region of television network 
Branding ITV 

Country England 

First 28 October 2002; 17 years ago 
air date 

TV Crystal Palace 


transmitter 


s 


Headquart The London Studios, London 


ers 

Broadcast London and parts of the South East 
area 

Owner ITV plc 

Picture 1080i HDTV, downscaled 

format 


to 16:9 576i for SDTV 


Affiliation ITV 


Official 
website 


www.itv.com/news/london 


Language English 


Replaced Carlton Television (Monday morning to 
Friday afternoon) 
London Weekend Television (Friday 
afternoon to Sunday evening) 
ITV London is the on-air brand name used by /TV Broadcasting Limited for the two ITV 
broadcast franchises, Carlton Television (weekdays) and London Weekend 


Television (weekends) in the London ITV region. Its terrestrial digital signal is 
transmitted from Crystal Palace in South London. 


History[edit] 
See also: Carlton Television and London Weekend Television 


As part of a network-wide rebrand, ITV London was formed on 28 October 2002, as a 
unified on-screen brand for both of the Carlton and LWT franchises, running on 
weekdays and weekends respectively. It replaced the unique branding used by both 
franchisees with a unified service, offering the same service and news all week round. 
Legally, both franchises remained separate, but they are run by the same operating 
board and from the same facilities. Both licences are now held by ITV Broadcasting Ltd, 
but the original two companies still legally exist as Carlton Television Ltd and London 
Weekend Television Ltd. Each of these companies is, along with most other regional 
companies owned by ITV plc, listed on www.companieshouse.gov.uk as a "Dormant 
company". 


ITV London is also unique in that it supplies the network feed for the other franchises 
and is the sole alternative ITV region to Sky, Freesat and Virgin Media customers. This 
service, available on channels 973, 977 and 853 respectively, is so that audio 
description services, which are only carried on the London variant on these services, are 
readily available to all viewers. Other regional variants are available by manually 
searching, but London is the only region to be given an exclusive EPG slot. 


Studios[edit] 
See also: The London Studios 


ITV London is based at The London Studios, on the south bank of the River Thames, the 
former home of London Weekend franchisee London Weekend Television. The centre 
was chosen due to both companies presence in the centre; Carlton having leased space 
within the facility, alongside GMTV, since 1993. The contracted news service London 
News Network was also based, produced and broadcast from the centre. 


Identity[edit] 


The services’ on-screen identity has been generic throughout its existence, and has 
used no on-screen branding to identify it as ITV London, with the exception of one 
junction after the launch of the 2003 network rebrand. Since launch, the region has 
seen the plain generic idents seen by the rest of the country, without any regional 
variance identifying it as London; the other regions at this time received a regional ident 
with the region name below the ITV1 logo. Any reference to the service being in London 
is made in the voiceover alone, or through the programme titles, such as London 
Tonight. 


Some identity remained on the regional programming end boards however, as each 
company still produced programmes for the region: Carlton used a red and orange 
version of their star idents used prior to 2002 with the caption A Carlton Production, 
with For London added for regional programming, while LWT used a generic purple 
caption with their logo added into the background. The LWT logo was also laid out in a 
purple box clearly at the top, with the caption An LWT Production beneath and 

the Granada plc logo at the bottom.”! These endboards lasted until 2 February 2004, 
when ITV plc was formed and both regional captions were replaced by a generic ITV 
London logo and An ITV Production caption against a blue squared background. This 
was replaced in 2006 by a blue caption featuring the new ITV1 logo with the words "a 
production for" above it. In 2013 it was replaced by a white ITV News caption with the 
words "© year ITN", to align with ITN's and ITV plc's other national and regional news 
bulletins. 


Today, the only distinction between the two original regions on-screen is that local 
weather forecasts broadcast from Friday night to Sunday is branded as London 
Weekend Weather, and is sponsored by a different company to the weekday forecasts. 


On 14 January 2013, the station's on-air identity was changed to ITV, along with all 
other ITV plc-owned franchises. 


Productions[edit] 


ITV London itself doesn't make any programmes, as all productions were completed by 
external companies, Carlton, LWT or London News Network. The News and Sport for the 
region continued to be provided by LNN until 1 March 2004, when ITN took over 
production of London Tonight, resulting in the move of the programme from The London 
Studios to ITN's headquarters at Gray's Inn Road. Other regional programmes continued 
to be produced for the region by the two legal franchises, Carlton and LWT, and the 
companies were accredited at the end of the production until 2004, when it was 
replaced by an /TV London caption for both companies following the ITV plc merger. 


See also[edit] 


e Carlton Television 

e London Weekend Television 
e ITV (TV network) 

e History of ITV 
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The London Studios 


Location within Greater London 


Former The South Bank Television Centre 


Alternative The ITV Studios 
names London Television Centre 


ITV Towers 


General information 


Type Television studios 
Location Waterloo, London 
Address Upper Ground, 
London, 
SE1 9LT™ 
Country England 


51.50733°N 
0.11237°WCoordinates: ‘51.50733°N 
0.11237°W 


Coordinates 


Elevation 85 m (279 ft) 


Construction 1969 


started 


Completed 1972 


Closed Studios closed 30 April 2018 


Demolished Planned September 2018 onwards 


Owner ITV plc 


Technical details 


Floor count 24 


Floor area 2.5 acres 


Design and construction 


Architect EPR Architects 
Structural Clarke Nicholls and Marcel, Civil and 
engineer Structural Engineers 
Main Higgs and Hill 
contractor 
Website 


www.londonstudios.co.uk 


The London Studios (also known as The South Bank Studios, The London 
Television Centre, ITV Towers and Kent House) in Waterloo, Central London was a 
television studio complex owned by ITV plc and originally built for London Weekend 
Television. The studios were located in Central London, on the South Bank next to 

the IBM Building and the Royal National Theatre. The building was set on 2.5 acres of 
land and was 24 floors high. The London Studios closed on 30 April 2018. Many ITV 
programmes now come from BBC Studioworks' facility at the former BBC Television 
Centre, White City, London. 


The facilities were the main studios for ITV, along with a number of production 
companies including ITV Studios and Shiver based in Kent House tower, while the 
studios were home to many entertainment, game and daytime shows. These 

included Good Morning Britain, The Graham Norton Show, Ant & Dec's Saturday Night 


Takeaway and The Jonathan Ross Show. The studios were also used for other 
programmes from various other channels including BBC Television and Channel 4. ITV 
Creative, which promotes programmes on the ITV network, was also based at the 
London Studios. 


History[edit] 


When LWT succeeded ATV as the London weekend ITV franchisee in 1968, it 
rented Associated-Rediffusion's old studios at Wembley (later known as Ihe Fountain 
Studios) while plans for a new studio complex in central London were drawn up. 


The chosen site stood beside the then new Royal National Theatre on the South Bank of 
the River Thames. It was bought in 1969, and construction work, awarded to Higgs and 
Hill, began in 1970. The centre opened for transmission in 1972, though it was not fully 
operational until 1974. The complex was owned by the pension fund of the National 
Coal Board and leased by the station. It was originally called The South Bank Television 
Centre (a name that lasted until the early 1990s) and at the time was the most 
advanced television centre in Europe. 


On 28 January 2013 ITV plc finally bought the freehold of the now renamed London 
Television Centre for £56 million from what had become Coal Pension Properties. 23!41 


On social media, the building is named 'ITV Towers’ since the purchase in January 2013. 
The official name of the building is The London Television Centre (with the studio 
business branded as 'The London Studios’), that being the logo in reception and around 
the building. 

The site closed in April 2018 for demolition. Initially, ITV intended to redevelop the site 


with three smaller studios, but in October 2018 it announced it would not be returning 
to the South Bank, and the whole site would be redeveloped into premium housing. 


In November 2019, it was announced that ITV had reached an agreement to sell The 
London Studios for £145.6 million to Mitsubishi Estate London. 


The building[edit] 
Kent House Tower[edit] 


Building entrance 


Kent House is a 24-story tower block, and was home to ITV plc and many production 
offices including ITV Studios and Shiver Productions. During the 1990s the block was 
also home to Carlton Television and GMTV. It was seen in the titles of Good Morning 


Britain and Ant and Dec's Saturday Night Takeaway. The tower housed programme 
production offices, edit suites, dubbing suites, VTR studio booths and graphic booths. 


Main Studio Block[edit] 


Sandwiched between Kent House Tower and the River Thames is the main studio block, 
housing studios 1, 2, 3, 5 & 7, the restaurant, the takeaway bar (prior studio cafe), 
management offices, edit facilities, make-up and wardrobe. It was designed by London- 
based architecture practice Elsom Pack & Roberts. 


Gabriel's Wharf[edit] 


On the east side of the site, there is a neighbouring building called Gabriel's Wharf. 
Previously belonging to Younger's Brewery, this three-storey building was added later to 
the site as a scenery store. When This Morning moved from Liverpool, the 3,000 square 
feet (280 m?) studio 8 was converted from the riverside end of the first storey. This area 
was on leaset from Coin Street Community Builders to ITV until 2018, when they left 
the premises. 


Audiences[edit] 


Audiences were used in many productions at The London Studios. The audience were 
instructed to queue to the left hand side of the studios near to the reception entrance 
and under a cover where they were escorted into one of the studios once security 
checked. There were two waterproof TV screens with live ITV programmes shown on 
them. There were several hand-prints displayed in the audience waiting area with hand- 
prints of presenters including Vernon Kay, Al Murray, Melvyn Bragg, Lorraine Kelly, Paul 
O'Grady, Graham Norton, Stephen Fry, Fern Britton, Phillip Schofield, Davina McCall, Des 
Lynam, Fiona Phillips, Eamonn Holmes, Gabby Logan, Anthony McPartlin and Declan 
Donnelly, Ben Elton and lan McKellen, !staton needed 


Studios[edit] 


There were a total of nine different studios during the complex's lifespan. By the time of 
closure there were six. There were weather studios producing the ITV national, and 
some of the network's regional forecasts at ITN's headquarters in Gray's Inn Road. 


e Studio 1 - 8,350 sq ft (776 m?) - The largest studio on the complex. This studio was 
home to programmes such as Al// Star Family Fortunes, All Star Mr & Mrs, The 
Graham Norton Show, Ant & Dec's Saturday Night Takeaway and Text Santa. The 
studio had a permanent fixed balcony seating area which, along with movable 
seating, could accommodate audiences of up to 638. This made the studio popular 
for large audience based shows. Studio 1 was upgraded to HD in December 2009. 

e Studio 2 - 7,271 sq ft (675.5 m?) - The second largest on the complex housed 
shows such as Piers Morgan's Life Stories, The Alan Titchmarsh Show, Let's Do 
Lunch with Gino & Mel, Have I Got News for You and It'll Be Alright on the Night. The 
studio could accommodate large audiences of up to 462. The studio could also be 
used as a bare shell as the audience seating structure could be moved out. Studio 2 
was upgraded to HD in the summer of 2009. 

e Studio 3 - 3,136 sq ft (291.3 m?) - This studio housed daily chatshow Loose 
Women, political chat show Peston on Sunday and ITV_ 

Breakfast programme Lorraine. The studio could accommodate audiences of up to 
150. The studio also had an "in-the-round" seating feature with up to 108 audience 
capacity, with the presenters and set in the middle with the audiences seated 


around them. It did briefly become the home of GMTV from July to September 2010 
before the launch of Daybreak. This studio then became the home for Daybreak 
between September 2012 and April 2014. Studio 3 was upgraded to HD in the 
summer of 2012. 

Studio 4 - Located in the tower block, LWT’s in-vision continuity was broadcast 
from here until out-of-vision continuity was introduced, when studio 4 was closed. It 
was then converted back to offices. 

Studio 5 - 2,268 sq ft (210.7 m?) - Based at the bottom of Kent House. This studio 
was previously used by GMTV from January 1993 to July 2010 (before it temporarily 
moved to Studio 3), The Big Match from 1972 to 1992 and World of Sport from 1972 
to 1985. From April 2014, Good Morning Britain began using this studio. 

Studio 6 - There has never been a ‘Studio 6' on the complex. There is however a 
bar and restaurant in Gabriel's Wharf next door named 'Studio Six’. 

Studio 7 - 2,050 sq ft (190 m?) - Located in the studio block on the river's bank, this 
studio presented panoramic views over the London skyline, including St. Paul's 
Cathedral, through its floor-to-ceiling windows. Studio 7 was home to the London 
News Network’s local news bulletins from 1993 until 2004. It was built in 1993 for 
the newly created London News Network, a company which provided local news for 
the ITV Network in London. Prior to 1993, LWT, the London weekend ITV franchisee, 
had produced news bulletins for London on Friday evenings, Saturdays and Sundays 
from studio 10, whilst Thames Television had provided its own news during the rest 
of the week from its own studios. The new partnership between the new London 
weekday licensee Carlton and LWT meant one news bulletin would be seen all 
week, London Tonight. After the Carlton and Granada merger to form ITV plc 
however, LNN was disbanded and Independent Television News took over the 
contract. London Tonight is now produced in their studios on Grays Inn Road. It was 
then used as the home of ITV Sport and also for Loose Women, I'm a Celebrity...Get 
Me Out of Here! NOW!, Strictly Come Dancing - It Takes Two, and various specials 
for Canadian television. ITV's breakfast programme Daybreak used the studio from 6 
September 2010 to 31 August 2012. For the launch of Daybreak, the studio was 
converted to high-definition. It continued to be used by ITV Sport, most recently for 
its coverage of IPL Cricket on ITV4, as well as use for CBBC's Friday Download. 
Studio 8 - 2,958 sq ft (274.8 m?) - This studio was located beside the main complex 
in the building known as Gabriel’s Wharf. Daytime show This Morning occupied this 
studio after the show moved to London from Liverpool in 1996. It had three large 
one-way mirrored windows overlooking the Thames which appeared silver from the 
outside, restricting people being able to see in from the outside and reducing glare 
inside. 

Studio 9 - This small studio was used when ITV2 used in-vision announcers and was 
located next to studio 7. It was used for the studio's tapeless recording system 
allowing editors to edit programmes shortly after they were recorded. 

Studio 10 - Studio 10 was on the 10th floor of the tower and was used for London’s 
weekend and Friday evening’s local news (produced originally by LWT) as well 

as Crime Monthly before studio 7 was built. This studio was equipped with Phillips 
cameras and a show entitled Talk TV was output from here for Talk Digital Channel 
before the studio was converted into offices in 2003. The studio was visible from the 
South Bank by looking towards the tower with your back facing St. Paul's Cathedral 
and noting the studio’s windows (which are slightly blue and clearer in comparison 
to the other windows). 


ITV[edit] 


The studios were originally built by the London weekend ITV franchise holder, London 
Weekend Television (LWT). In 1993 Carlton Television won the London weekday 
franchise from Thames Television, but unlike Thames, Carlton had no studios or 
property of its own. Carlton therefore rented space in the tower from 1993 for its own 
post-production and continuity facilities. The rental agreement continued until 2002, 
when an agreement was reached for Carlton to be permanently based within space 
used by LWT; in the intervening years LWT had been taken over by Granada plc, anda 
close relationship had developed between Granada and Carlton. This led to 
consolidation within the ITV network and an agreement for the two to work together 
as ITV London. 


Since 2002, all the ITV plc-owned regions’ continuity before national programmes has 
been presented from the London Studios, as well as continuity before regional 
programmes in the following regions: Meridian, Westcountry, HTV West, Anglia, the non- 
franchise ITV Thames Valley region and since 2006 HTV Wales, although between 2002 
and 2006 the Welsh station's continuity was recorded and sent electronically to London. 
The complex also housed the continuity of ITV plc's digital 

channels ITV2, ITV3, ITV4 and CITV. The site also handled the playout of all the above 
until 2007, when the service was outsourced to Technicolor Network Services (TNS) 
(now part of Ericsson). The play-out is now run from Ericsson's broadcast centre 

in Chiswick. 


Ericsson now provides network feeds to transmission centres in Leeds (home of the 
Northern Transmission Centre, which was also originally taken over by TNS as part of 
the outsourcing deal) and Glasgow (STV). 


ITV Studios[edit] 
Main article: ITV Studios 


In 1994, Granada Group took over LWT and acquired the building. When ITV franchises 
were permitted to take one another over in the 1990s (which had previously been 
restricted), Carlton and Granada, between the two companies, eventually owned all the 
franchises in England and Wales. By the time the two companies merged in 2004, all of 
Carlton's studios had either been sold, or were surplus to requirements, so were sold 
soon after. Although the parent companies merged, and are now one (called ITV plc), 
Granada Television Ltd still exists as a subsidiary of ITV plc, and owns all ITV plc's 
studios (wholly in Leeds and London, and formerly as a joint venture with BBC Studios & 
Post Production in Manchester). 


The studios produced the bulk of original ITV Studios’ programmes, but anyone could 
hire the studios, so the studios were often seen on other channels' programmes. 
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This article is about the merged ITV franchise region since 2014. For the former regional 
franchise until 2013, see ITV Westcountry. 


ITV West Country 


WEST COUNTRY 


a 


Type Region of television network 


Brandin ITV 
g 


Country England 


First 16 February 2009; 10 years ago 
air date 
TV Mendip, Stockland Hill, Huntshaw 


transmi Cross, Caradon Hill, Redruth, Beacon 


tters Hill, Ridge Hill 


Headqu Bristol 


arters 


Broadc Bristol, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucesters 
ast 


area 


hire, Somerset, Wiltshire 


Owner ITV plc 


Former ITV West & Westcountry 
names 


Picture 1080i HDTV, downscaled 
format : 
to 16:9 576i for SDTV 


Affiliati ITV 
on 


Official 
website 


www.itv.com/news/westcountry/ 


Langua English 
ge 


Replace ITV West 


d ITV Westcountry 


ITV West Country is the British television service provided by ITV Broadcasting 
Limited for the South West England franchise area on the ITV network. Previously, 
between 2009 and 2013, the area was a non-franchise region, branded with the same 
name, incorporating the former ITV Westcountry franchise area and the ITV West sub- 
region of the ITV Wales & West franchise. Each company that makes up the new region 
still legally exists. ITV Wales & West Ltd, ITV Wales & West Group Ltd and Westcountry 
Television Ltd are each, along with most other regional companies owned by ITV plc, 
listed on www.companieshouse.gov.uk as a "dormant company". 


History[edit] 


ITV West Country launched on 16 February 2009 (as ITV West & Westcountry), and 
merged the two regions of ITV West and ITV Westcountry into one amalgamated region. 
The idea was first proposed following a speech by Michael Grade about regional 
broadcasting post-switchover at the 2007 Nations and Regions conference in Cardiff. 
There was speculation that ITV West and ITV Westcountry could merge operations," as 
part of further streamlining of regional operations, and rumours suggested that, while a 
newsroom (and separate regional identity) would be retained in the south west, the 
main Westcountry Live programme would move to a studio alongside The West 
Tonight at ITV West in Bristol. 


On 12 September 2007, ITV issued a statement to the City of London, saying that it 
wished to reduce the number of news studios from 17 to just 9. Shortly after the 
broadcasting regulator Ofcom gave ITV plc the go-ahead to merge the two regions.” 


Studios[edit] 


ITV Westcountry's studio operations were all moved to ITV West's headquarters 
in Bristol, with the studio facilities at Plympton near Plymouth closed and newsgathering 
operations moved to a smaller news bureau elsewhere in the city. 


Productions[edit] 


ITV West Country produces the local news service /TV News West Country. The main 
evening programme at 6pm on weekdays includes separate opt-out bulletins for the 
first 20 minutes from each of the two regions, some of which are pre-recorded 
depending on the day's news and due to the use of only one presenting team. 


The main 6pm evening programme is supplemented by shorter daytime bulletins, with 
the weekday Good Morning West Country, lunchtime and late night bulletins after 

the /TV News at Ten consisting of opt-out news for either the 'East' or 'West' of the 
region. Separate daytime bulletins for the regions were reintroduced in September 
2011. 


On 23 July 2013, proposals to further expand the sub-regional services were 
approved. /TV News West Country extended the East and West opt-out services to 20 
minutes during the 6pm programme, in addition to separate weekend bulletins for the 
two sub-regions. 


ITV West Country are also required to produce 13 hours of non-news programming a 
year - currently, the only non-news programme in production is The West Country 
Debate, a monthly political programme. Other non-news content is included in /TV News 
West Country. 


See also[edit] 


e ITV Westcountry e |TV (TV network) 
e HIV e History of ITV 
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ITV Tyne Tees & Border 


A. 


First 25 February 2009 

air dat 

e 

Area central and northern Cumbria, County 


Durham, Dumfries and Galloway, North 


Yorkshire, parts of South Ayrshire, 
the Scottish Borders, Teesside, Tyne and 


Wear and Northumberland 


Region Gateshead 


sS 


Owner ITV plc 


Official Tyne Tees News 
websit 

Border News 
e 


ITV Tyne Tees & Border is the producer of regional news services for the ITV Tyne 
Tees and ITV Border franchises. 


Overviewļ[edit] 


The news service transmits to a vast area - central and northern Cumbria, County 
Durham, Dumfries and Galloway, North Yorkshire, parts of South Ayrshire, the Scottish 
Borders, Teesside, Tyne and Wear and Northumberland. 


The news services continue to be produced and broadcast from studios 
in Gateshead with reporters also based at bureaux in Billingham, Carlisle, Edinburgh, 
the University of Sunderland and York. 


History[edit] 


The dual news service was launched on Wednesday 25 February 2009, shortly after 
the broadcasting regulator OFCOM gave ITV plc the go-ahead to merge two regions, ITV 
Tyne Tees and ITV Border.” 


North East Tonight and Lookaround titles were retained for the 6pm programme and 
late bulletin each weekday, whilst shorter bulletins were known simply as Tyne Tees & 
Border News. On 14 January 2013, the "Tyne Tees" news service rebranded as /TV 
News Tyne Tees with the "Border" news service Lookaround retained.“ Pan-regional 
bulletins were then branded as /TV News Tyne Tees & Border while the existing Tyne 
Tees monthly political programme Around the House now also incorporates the Border 
region. 


The service covered the Isle of Man until Thursday 16 July 2009 when Granada 
Reports (the ITV Granada region) took over coverage of the Crown dependency. 


The news service was selected in November 2009 to be one of the pilot areas for the 


provision of the new Independently Funded News Consortia proposed by Ofcom, 
51 however the plan was scrapped in June 2010.4 


The amalgamated region was heavily criticised due to a lack of coverage for viewers in 
the South of Scotland. 


On 23 July 2013, proposals to reintroduce full regional services for the Tyne Tees and 
Border regions were approved by OFCOM, effectively leading to a demerger of the Tyne 
Tees and Border services. On 16 September 2013, /TV News Tyne 

Tees and Lookaround were restored as fully separate regional programmes on 
weekdays with shorter daytime and weekend bulletins reintroduced.“ Both programmes 
continue to be broadcast from Tyne Tees' Gateshead studios with extra journalists 
recruited for newsgathering in the Border region. 


ITV Border was also required to reopen its former opt-out service for southern Scotland, 
previously utilized to broadcast split news bulletins and select STV programming. A 
minimum of 90 minutes a week of bespoke Scottish programming is broadcast on ITV 
Border Scotland with viewers in Cumbria continuing to receive network output. The 
sub-regional service, launched on Monday 6 January 2014, incorporates a thrice-weekly 
political programme, Representing Border, on Tuesday - Thursday nights and a peak- 
time feature series, Border Life, on Monday evenings. 


Programmes[edit] 


e Around the House 

e Border Life 

e ITV News Tyne Tees 
e Lookaround 

e Representing Border 
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Branding 


Country 
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TV 


transmitters 


Headquarters 


Broadcast 
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Owner 


Dissolved 


Picture 
format 


ITV Thames Valley 


News region of television network 


England 

4 December 2006; 12 years ago 
Hannington, Oxford 

Whiteley, Hampshire Meridian's 
studios 


Abingdon, Oxfordshire 


Thames Valley 


ITV plc 
8 February 2009; 10 years ago 


16:9 576i 


Affiliation ITV 


Language English 


Replaced ITV Meridian (North) 
ITV Central (South) 


Replaced by ITV Meridian (Thames Valley) 


ITV Thames Valley was a non-franchise ITV news region covering the Thames 

Valley area of the United Kingdom from 4 December 2006 until 8 February 2009. It 
served the south/south-eastern area of the legal Central franchise and the north/north- 
western area of the legal Meridian franchise. In its first year, its flagship news 
programme Thames Valley Tonight won the Royal Television Society's Southern Centre 
Award for News Magazine Programme of the Year for its coverage of the 2007 summer 
floods. 


The service began broadcasting 4 December 2006 merging the news assets of the two 
former sub-regions, and its newsrooms were officially opened on 26 January 2007 by ITV 
executive chairman, Michael Grade." 


It was operated by ITV plc, and the main news programme in the area was Thames 
Valley Tonight. 


Launch[edit] 


Initially, ITV Thames Valley was to be launched on 4 November 2006. However, due to 
transmitter realignment, the date was finally set to 4 December; four weeks later than 
planned. It was expected the merging of the two sub-regions was originally expected to 
make over 40 workers redundant in editorial and production positions in Central South 
due to the favouring of Meridian's Whiteley base for production. However this number 
was reduced to around 10 by re-organisation of staffing roles. Central South's old 
newsroom at Abingdon was retained as the main newsgathering base for ITV Thames 
Valley. 


The launch was successful in ratings terms. Although initially, ITV Thames Valley's 
flagship news programme, Thames Valley Tonight, received some minor criticism by 
viewers due to its lack of locality of news items in some areas due to the much larger 
geographical coverage area compared to its sub-regional predecessors. 241 


Central and Meridian are both owned by ITV plc, which holds all the ITV franchise 
licences in England and Wales, so this change amounts simply to an internal 
organisation. Meridian classed the ITV Thames Valley service as "a third semi- 
independent sub-region for the Thames Valley", and stated its headquarters were 

in Abingdon.= The service was known to be branded as both "ITV Thames Valley"™ and 
also "Meridian Thames Valley". 


Merger with Meridian[edit] 


In June 2007, ITV plc executive chairman Michael Grade hinted at a possible re-structure 
of the ITV regional layout, stating the existence of smaller regional services "no longer 
makes sense" relative to the regional audience they serve. 


1 The move is expected to give ITV plc "greater value for money", however will be 
subject to Ofcom approval. 


The plan was confirmed in September 2007, and would reduce the number of regional 
news programmes from 17 to just 9 in early 2009, saving around £35 to £40 million 
each year. Under these proposals, all sub-regions, including Thames Valley, were axed 
for larger regions only. ITV Thames Valley's service merged with Meridian, enabling a 
single live regional news programme to cover the whole of the Meridian franchise area 
(including the ex-Central part of the /7V Thames Valley patch), with recorded opt-outs 
for sub-regional news. 


The last broadcast date of the main weekday evening edition of Thames Valley Tonight 
was on Friday 6 February 2009 with the very last Thames Valley news bulletin broadcast 
on Sunday 8 February 2009. The main presenters of the pan-regional successor 

service are Fred Dinenage and Sangeeta Barbra, both of Meridian.2% 


A reduced Thames Valley service was reinstated in September 2013 as part of an 
expansion of sub-regional news services on ITV. The area now receives a ten-minute opt 
out within the 6pm edition of /7V News Meridian for the South of England and a full late 
night bulletin after News at Ten on weeknights.“ 


Sub-regions[edit] 


The ITV Thames Valley news-gathering area itself was divided into two distinct 
north/south sub-regions for advertising and non-news regional programming only, on 
the ITV1 service: 


e Thames Valley North (Ex-Central South): Carried Central's non-news regional 
programmes with the Thames Valley Tonight news programme 

e Thames Valley South (Ex-Meridian North): Carried Meridian's non-news regional 
programmes with the Thames Valley Tonight news programme 


Regional area changes[edit] 


No legal franchise area boundaries were altered between Central and Meridian; only the 
visual appearance of the service has changed. ITV Thames Valley was not perceived as 
a legal Channel 3 entity with regulator Ofcom. However, as a consequence of the 
changes, the ITV contractor for the West of England, ITV West, was unofficially extended 
to cover the Gloucester and Cheltenham areas, previously served by Central South. This 
was achieved by an additional set of aerials fitted on the Ridge Hill 

transmitter broadcasting ITV West on analogue UHF 30 alongside Central West on UHF 
25.421 However, the DTT coverage of Multiplex 2 from the transmitter (which contains 
the regional ITV service), will not be altered to accommodate these changes, and will 
solely broadcast the West subregion of Central. This complication will be resolved 

with digital switchover; and until then, both regions available from the Ridge Hill 
transmitter will provide regional news for Gloucester and Cheltenham.”2! However, as 
the Ridge Hill transmitter will continue to broadcast Central, the digital switchover date 


for that transmitter will be unaffected, switching with the rest of the Central region in 
2011, despite the fact it also carries ITV West which should be switching a year earlier. 


The BBC made no changes to its regional service supplied by the Ridge Hill, Oxford or 
Hannington transmitters. 


Programming[edit] 


All programming for the /TV Thames Valley region was produced from Meridian's 
Whiteley studios, with Central South's Abingdon base retained as a newsgathering 
centre only. ITV Thames Valley did not produce any non-news programming; the north 
of the region continued to receive Central's non-news regional programmes (as that was 
the ITV franchisee) and the south continued to receive Meridian's. 


Following a selection process involving Central South and Meridian West staff, Robin 
Britton was appointed Head of News for ITV Thames Valley. 


The News Executive team included: 


e Producer: Kim Hewitt 

e News editor: Jim Stevens 

e Features producer: Reshma Rumsey 

e Forward planning: Kate Taylor 

e Newsroom Journalist:Gaggan Sabherwal 

e Assistant producer: Janet Hayman 

e Technical co-ordinator: Steve Atkey 

e Graphic designer: Blue Hall 

e Output producers: Caroline Asker and Caroline Ferguson 

e Programme presenters: Mary Green, Hannah Shellswell and Wesley Smith 
e Sports presenters Chris Maugahan, Victoria Bennett and David Reilly 
e Studio director: Keith Peries 


The service did not extend to breakfast bulletins (i.e. during GMTV), however, viewers 
receives "GMTV News" at this time, which was a service covering the Thames Valley and 
the rest of the Meridian franchise area. ITV Thames Valley did however have its own 
weekend bulletins. 


Notes and references[edit] 
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is about the free-to-air satellite service from the BBC and ITV. For the 
similarly named service from Sky UK, see Freesat from Sky. 


Freesat 


W Freesat 


Joint venture 


Satellite television 


16 May 2007 


‘Headquart United Kingdom 


Direct broadcast satellite, pay 


television, pay-per-view 
Owner BBC and ITV plc 


Website freesat.co.uk 


Freesat is a British free-to-air satellite television service, provided by joint venture 
between the BBC and ITV plc." The service was formed as a memorandum in 2007 and 
has been marketed since 6 May 2008. Freesat offers a satellite alternative to 

the Freeview service on digital terrestrial television, with a broadly similar selection of 
channels available without subscription for users purchasing a receiver. 


The service also makes use of the additional capacity available on satellite broadcasting 
to offer a selection of 17 (as of October 2018) high-definition channels from the BBC, 
ITV, Channel 5, Arirang TV, Bloomberg, Daystar, Discovery Networks, France 

24, NHK, RT UK and TRT World.2! 


Freesat's main competitors are Freeview, Freesat from Sky, Virgin Media and BT. 
TalkTalk also offer a YouView service (with Channel 4HD and All 4 catch up). 


History[edit] 
Background[edit] 


The BBC and ITV, the two biggest free-to-air broadcasters in the UK, make their services 
available digitally through three routes: free-to-air via digital terrestrial and digital 
satellite, and subscription-only via digital cable. 


On digital terrestrial, the channels have always been available free-to-air with the 
appropriate equipment. In 2007 Freeview was available to only 73% of the population. 
zı After analogue TV services were replaced in the digital switchover, this increased to 
98.5% for the public service channels and 90% for the full 'Freeview' service. To provide 
more widespread coverage and a larger number of channels, a digital satellite 
alternative was felt necessary. 


Initially, both the BBC's and ITV's channels were encrypted since the original Astra 
satellites used for Sky broadcast to most of Europe but the broadcasters’ rights for 
premium content such as films and sports typically covered the UK only. The use of 
encryption meant that anyone wishing to view the channels had to purchase equipment 
from Sky and pay for a free-to-view viewing card to decrypt the channels. Similarly, to 
use the Videoguard encryption, the broadcasters needed to pay a fee to NDS Group. 


Move to free-to-air[edit] 


In May 2003 the BBC moved most of its channels from the Astra 2A satellite to Astra 2D, 
which has a footprint that focuses more tightly on the UK.“ This move allowed the BBC 
to stop encrypting its broadcasts while continuing to meet its rights obligations. It 
dropped the encryption two months later. Two months later, ITV, whose channels had 
already been located on the Astra 2D satellite since launching on the Sky platform some 
years earlier, also made their channels free-to-air. 


On 18 November 2008, Channel 5 commenced broadcasting a single channel via 
Freesat,» eventually adding its ancillary services 5USA and 5* (now known as 5STAR) 
three years later in December 2011. It later added Channel 5 HD to Freesat following 
the removal of BBC Three (BBC iii) as an SD & HD TV channel (when it moved to on line 


and BBC iPlayer only). 


Viva moved from free-to-view to free-to-air on satellite on 19 March 2013, before 
launching on Freesat on 2 April 2013. On 2 April 2013, all seven of Box Television's 
channels left Sky's subscription package, with six becoming free-to-air on satellite;™ on 
15 April four of the channels - The Box, Kerrang! TV, Kiss TV and Smash Hits - were 
added to the Freesat EPG. This was followed by Heat and Magic on 29 April.2@4 


The free-to-air channels can be received using any standard satellite (DVB-S) receiver, 
although those not licensed by Freesat will need to be re-tuned manually if/when 
channel frequencies are changed. (See next section.) 


Managed service[edit] 


The Freesat project aims to provide a managed service with an Electronic Programme 
Guide and interactive features similar to the Freeview service launched three years 
earlier. Unlike Freeview, however, these features are only available on approved 
receivers manufactured under licence from Freesat. 


The initial plan was to launch the service in early 2006. This was postponed to Autumn 
2007 as approval from the BBC Trust was only received in April 2007.22: However, the 
service was further delayed and was officially launched on 6 May 2008.22 


Launch channels[edit] 


The service launched officially on 6 May 2008. From the launch, Freesat advertised all 
national television channels from the BBC and ITV as being available on the platform 
(excluding ITV2 +1), as well as all national BBC radio networks." Channel 4 also 
managed to make most of its channels free-to-air in preparation for the launch. In 
addition some channels from other broadcasters such as Chello Zone, CSC Media 
Group, Al Jazeera English, Zee Live, Zee News, RIA Novosti and Euronews were included 
on the channel list. 


High-definition[edit] 


BBC HD was the only high-definition channel available on Freesat from launch day, 

ua with ITV HD added as a "red-button" interactive service from 7 June 2008.22281221 On 2 

April 2010 ITV HD changed from an interactive service to a full-time channel called ITV1 
HD, simulcasting the main ITV1 channel.2% The name was changed back to ITV HD on 14 
January 2013. 


BBC One HD, a high-definition simulcast of BBC One, was made available on Freesat 
and other platforms on 3 November 2010. Channel 4 HD also became available on the 
platform on 19 April 2011, but will be withdrawn from 22 February 2018. NHK World 

HD was added to Freesat on 9 May 2011; it shared its channel number with its standard 
definition counterpart and was therefore only listed on high definition receivers, which 
were unable to access the standard definition channel via the EPG. (The SD channel 
ceased transmission on 1 October 2011.) On 23 July 2012, the BBC added 24 temporary 
channels to cover the 2012 Summer Olympics, the channels share their EPG slot with 
their standard definition counterpart.242 On 29 August 2012, Channel 4 added three 
temporary channels covering the 2012 Summer Paralympics in high definition from the 
following day; the three channels also share their EPG slots.22 On 14 February 2013, RT 


HD was added to Freesat, sharing its channel number with its standard definition 
simulcast. 


On 26 March 2013, BBC HD was replaced by a high-definition simulcast of BBC Two. On 
13 June 2013, an HD stream of the BBC Red Button was temporarily made available on 
the EPG.251 On 16 July 2013, the BBC announced they would be launching five new HD 
channels in early 2014.22 The five channels (HD simulcasts of BBC Three, BBC Four, 
CBBC, CBeebies and BBC News) were in fact launched early - on 10 December 2013. 
BBC Three and BBC Three HD have been rebranded as BBC iii and now only available on 
the BBCi player, but in HD if your television is HD ready and can be connected to the 
internet either directly (using an Ethernet cable) or via wi-fi or via your computer online. 
You now have to pay a licence fee to receive all BBC TV channels legally on all devices. 


Channel 4 pulled its 4HD service from Freesat on 22 February 2018, along with its catch 
up on demand ALL4 service. It is claiming Freesat has significantly increased Channel 
4's fee for the Freesat platform. Freesat claim however that they have not increased 
their fee for the ALL4 catch up service. Channel 5 HD and S4C HD are continuing to 
broadcast on Freesat, along with all the Channel 4 SD (standard definition) channels 
including Channel 4 SD, Film 4, E4, 4Seven 4 Music and the +1 channels. The Channel 
4HD programme guide was also withdrawn on this date. The Channel 4 SD channels 
remain on Freesat (inc. Channel 4 SD and the SD versions of E4, Film 4 and 4Seven and 
4 Music and all the +1 channels) and the programme guide can still be seen on the 
Channel 4 SD channel. 


Regional variations[edit] 


Some channels (notably BBC One and ITV) are transmitted in regional variations and the 
appropriate services are selected by the Freesat receiver from the user's postcode. In 
March 2010, ITV altered several of their regions from free-to-air transmission to free-to- 
view (because they were moved to a satellite from which transmission covers a much 
larger area than just the UK and content licensing means that they had to be 
encrypted). As a result, a few Freesat viewers (who cannot receive free-to-view, 
encrypted content) were moved to regional variations not corresponding to their actual 
location. Other available regions may be chosen by putting a different post code into 
your box for your preferred TV region. BBC English Regional content is only available in 
SD, whereas Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland programmes are in HD on BBC One 
only. 


Future channels and recent launches[edit] 


On 7 January 2019 UK national radio station Virgin Radio joined the Freesat digital radio 
channels.24 


On 16 January 2019 male-orientated lifestyle channel, DMAX launched on Freesat 
channel 150, replacing Discovery’s Travel Channel on free-to-air. With content centred 
on around survival, extreme lives, motoring and comedy, DMAX joins Discovery FTA 
stablemates, Quest, Quest Red and the Food Network?! 


The Smithsonian Channel launched its first European service in the UK on Freesat on 12 
February 2019 with original content spanning a wide range of non-fiction topics, 
including history, travel, air and space, science, nature and pop culture, inspired by 

the Smithsonian Institution. 2! 


On 28 March 2019 the My5 on-demand player for Channel 5, 5 STAR, 5 USA, 5 
SELECT and 5 Spike launched on Freesat, replacing the Demand 5 service.24 


The UK free-to-air entertainment channel operated by Channel 5, Paramount Network, 
joined Freesat on 17 April 2019 on channel 132.24 


On 7 May 2019 the catch-up service for CBS-AMS channels launched on Freesat 
providing on-demand programmes from Horror Channel, CBS Reality, CBS 
Justice and CBS Drama. 


Video on demand([edit] 


The BBC began to roll out a beta version of BBC iPlayer for Freesat devices in early 
2010. BBC iPlayer is an internet based service with around 2500 hours of television 
being available on demand. ITV Hub is available for Humax increased to a 30 day catch 
up service from the original 7 day service but with a larger ITV ident/logo in the top left 
of the screen], Manhattan, and some Sagemcom devices,@4! however it is not available 
on 2nd Generation Humax devices to viewers using DG and TD postcodes. It is not clear 
why this is the case.22 


In 2010, Freesat also indicated an intent to launch a receiver featuring 
the YouView service (then called 'Project Canvas') and said that the video on demand 
services 40D now ALL4 and Demand 5 were under consideration 2% 


On 28 July 2011, the BBC Trust approved proposals to introduce the listing of pay 
content delivered on-demand via broadband. The trust will allow the BBC to continue 
to play a part in Freesat as the plans did not represent a significant change to the 
approval previously given in 2007. There was no need for a Public Value Test or for 
further regulatory process. Under the plans some pay content, such as films, would be 
added to the Freesat EPG alongside the existing free-to-air content. However, there 
would be no adult material or live streamed sports coverage. Freesat itself will not 
supply any of the on demand content, but will allow third parties to do so through its 
EPG. Some content will also be made available through existing channels using an on- 
screen prompt that would take viewers to an on demand environment. Pay-TV sales 
would be handled by a third party, with Freesat operating the conditional access system 
that would underpin it. The plan is to use the upcoming launch of G2 spec receivers to 
add support for Digital Rights Management and where technically possible on existing 
receivers. 


On 29 November 2011, a beta trial for the subscription based on demand movie service 
BoxOffice365 was added to the Freesat EPG.22 On 11 March 2013, BoxOffice365 
withdrew from Freesat.22 


The Freetime guide also features a backwards EPG and a Showcase section offering 
recommendations. HTML versions of BBC iPlayer and ITV Hub will also launch,4” both 
services use MHEG-5 on first generation devices. YouTube launched on Freetime 
receivers on 7 March 2013, the first deployment of YouTube's HTML app in a Western 
European TV service.“ 40D launched on Freesat's Freetime receivers on 27 June 2013, 
making Freesat the first UK TV platform to host the HTML5 version of 40D.” Demand 
5 arrived on Freesat on 6 August 2013.41 


In December 2015, Freesat announced the availability of an application for 

the Netflix subscription TV streaming service on the Humax HDR-1000S, HDR-1010S, 
HDR-1100S and HB-1000S Freetime receivers. Netflix is expected to be available on 
other Freetime receivers in the future.“ 


In January 2016, Saorview, the Irish free TV service announced it would be launching an 
online catch-up and on-demand TV service using the commercial version of the 


Freetime software, including EPG roll-back and remote recording, with Freesat providing 
a fully managed service.“ 


In September 2016 the BBC closed the MHEG version of the BBC iPlayer (V2) used on 
some older connected TVs and receivers (manufactured between 2008 and 2014). 
Freesat Freetime equipment using the HbbTV version was unaffected. The BBC 
recommended that consumers should purchase replacement receivers to continue to 
receive iPlayer.42 


In October 2016 STV Player was made available to Freesat viewers. The online live 
streaming and catch-up service operated by STV shows ITV programmes and content 
from its own archive.“2 


All4 (formerly 40D) was added to the [Humax] Freesat service soon after its launch 
online; however, due to fee increases at start of 2018, Channel 4 have withdrawn the 
All4 on-demand service from all boxes that carry the Freesat Freetime service, from 22 
February 2018 as well as taking Channel 4HD from all HD-capable Freesat devices. 


In September 2018, catch-up service, UKTV Play joined the Freesat on-demand services, 
offering catch-up programming from UKTV's channels 
including Dave, Yesterday, Really and Drama.“ 


In March 2019, Channel 5's Demand 5 app providing catch-up for Channel 5, 5 STAR, 5 
USA, 5 SELECT, 5 Spike and Paramount Network was replaced on Freesat by My5, witha 
change in user interface, a selection of programmes from partner 

channels, BLAZE, BET, PBS America, Real Stories, Spark and Together, and some 
programmes shown online exclusively or ahead of broadcast.“ 


Reception equipment[edit] 
See also: Freesat+ 


Receivers[edit] 


Reverse of a Humax Freesat HD box 


At the launch of the service, there were two types of Freesat receivers available — 
standard definition-only receivers and high definition-capable receivers. As of July 2010 
there are eleven companies licensed to produce Freesat boxes and televisions. 

01 Humax launched a Freesat recorder, Freesat+, which became available to the public 
in November 2008.54 


On 17 October 2012, Humax released the first Freetime receiver, the Humax HDR- 
1000S.) 


Televisions[edit] 


Following the initial launch, Panasonic introduced three plasma televisions with 
integrated HD Freesat receivers. At the end of October 2008, Panasonic brought out 2 
more sizes which are the 32" and 37". 


In April 2009 LG launched 4 LCD TVs with built-in Freesat receivers. The LG series is the 
LF7700 (discontinued mid-2010), with screen sizes of 32", 37", 42" and 47". Sony have 
released two televisions with Freesat receivers, the W5810 and Z5800 series, available 
from sizes 32" up to 52" and in 100 Hz and 200 Hz alternatives. 


Satellite dish[edit] 


The service makes use of the same group of Astra satellites at 28.2°E as 

the Sky subscription satellite service. This means that a satellite dish which is 
positioned to receive these services will be capable of receiving Freesat, with the 
addition of a suitable receiver (or Television with receiver built in). Provided that 

the LNB has sufficient outputs, a single dish may be used to receive multiple services 
(i.e. Sky and Freesat). However, a dish with an LNB for the Sky Q service cannot be used 
with a Freesat receiver because Sky Q uses a wideband LNB which is incompatible with 
Freesat receivers. A "Hybrid" Sky Q LNB can be used as it has both wideband outputs 
for Sky Q and conventional universal LNB outputs for non-Sky Q receivers, including 
Freesat. 


For users who do not currently have a satellite dish, Freesat offers an installation 
service which is made available through retailers and which is advertised in a leaflet 
included with Freesat receivers. A suitable dish may also be installed by the user or a 
non-Freesat-affiliated installer. 


lreland[edit] 


While Freesat systems work in Ireland, official branded Freesat receivers are not widely 
or officially marketed in the country, !2a#cationneederd On 23 October 2008 several Irish retail 
chains including Maplin, Tesco Ireland and PowerCity began offering modified Freesat 
systems from Grundig and Alba’?! that had their Freesat branding replaced with a 
Sat4free brand name. The requirement to enter a UK postcode was removed; the 
systems were instead set to use the version of the electronic programme 

guide appropriate for Northern Ireland through a hard-coded Belfast postcode. 

54 Sat4free was permanently closed down shortly after. 


Outside the UK and Ireland[edit] 


Although not intended for reception outside of the UK, it is possible to receive Freesat 
outside of the UK and Ireland, although a larger dish may be required as the footprint of 
Astra 2E and Astra 2F (who carry all the channels from the BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and 
Channel 5) is mainly focused on the UK and Ireland. Even residents of Eastern European 
countries, however, (who generally have giant dishes) can often have access to the 
Freesat UK services. Freesat receivers, however, ask for a UK postcode during 
installation, to determine where regional services are placed in the EPG and channel 
list. 


Technical details[edit] 


Freesat broadcasts from the same fleet of satellites (Astra 28.2°E) as Sky. Channels are 
broadcast using DVB-S. Freesat's role is not broadcasting or availability of channels 


(although the BBC and ITV are substantial broadcasters in their own right) but instead 
providing a platform for receiving the channels and the EPG. 


All of the standard definition channels on Freesat are broadcast using DVB-S; ITV HD, 
NHK World HD and RT HD also use DVB-S. BBC One HD and BBC HD used DVB-S until 6 
June 2011 when the satellite transponder carrying them was upgraded to DVB-S2. 

661 Channel 4 HD had launched using DVB-S2 but the transponder was downgraded to 
DVB-S on 28 March 2012. Standard definition channels are broadcast using MPEG-2, 
while high definition channels are broadcast using MPEG-4. Interactive television is done 
using MHEG-5 rather than the proprietary OpenTV platform used by Sky. Channel 4HD 
will no longer be available from 22 March 2018. 


Since the channels are broadcast in-the-clear, they can also be received by non-Freesat 
receivers, including Sky Digiboxes. 


The specification for Freesat boxes includes having an Ethernet port. This is to allow on 
demand programming from services such as BBC iPlayer or ITV Hub to be viewed 
directly on the customer's television. 


Open standards and technologies form the basis of Freesat's second generation 
Freetime receivers, including those from the Open IPTV Forum (OIPF), the Hybrid 
Broadcast Broadband TV (HbbTV) project and HTML5 browser technology, with the 
majority of the Freetime user interface built using the latter.&2 


The Freetime spec also includes features such as: DiSEqC 1.2 support; MoCA 
(Multimedia over Coax Alliance) support including single cable 

routing; HTML, JavaScript and CSS internet technologies for broadband-delivered 
interactive services; DRM for online content; and payment mechanisms for broadband 
services like LoveFilm. James Strickland, Freesat's director of product and technology 
development, explained that Freetime is a hybrid between HbbTV and MHEG-5,& 


Adoption[edit] 


The table below shows the quarterly and cumulative sales of Freesat equipment in the 
first years of the service. 


Quart Quarterl | Cumulativ | Quarterly | Cumulativ Quant eny Referenc 


HD 
er y Sales e Sales HD Sales e HD Sales Proportion e 

Q2; 

39,018 39,018 23,854 23,854 61% w 
2008 
Q3, 9 
200 68,982 108,000 49,146 73,000 71% [2] 
Q4, 

125,000 | 233,000 99,000 172,000 79% IB] 


2008 


ce 117,000 350,000 91,000 263,000 78% [4] 


oe 98,000 | 450,000 (77,000 | 340,000 79% [5] 

Q3, 2 a [6]! ermanent 
Zag |190,000 640,000? 79% Oa 
ag |260,000 |900,000 |7 80% iz] 

Q1, ? ? o 

dig |100,000 [1,000,000 |7 80% [8] 

Q2, ? 7 9 

ao | 250,000 1,250,000 7 ; 80% 19] 

a A 2 2 2 80% [10] 
E ? ? ? 80% [11] 


In the Q4 2009 report (from the table above), Ofcom reported that Freesat had 
announced the 1 million mark had been hit by the end of February 2010. 


*Note: Ofcom stopped reporting Freesat Penetration Cumulatively with the Q3 2010 
Report, and stopped quarterly reports at the end of 2010. Indications are that Freesat 
penetration largely plateaued in late 2010.4 


In May 2017, Freesat announced that 904,000 devices capable of receiving the platform 
were sold in 2016, with the installed base increasing 58,000 year-on-year and passing 2 
million during the course of the year. 


See also[edit] 


e Freesat from Sky 
e Freeview 
e Saorsat - a free-to-air satellite service for Ireland 


e List of free-to-air channels at 28°E 


e Astra 2E, Astra 2F, Astra 2G - satellites carrying Freesat (with channel lists) 


References[edit] 


Y 


^ "What's freesat - Free digital TV for everyone". Freesat UK. 31 July 2009. Retrieved 31 
July 2009. 

^ THE FREESAT CHANNEL GUIDE Freesat October 2018. Accessed 16 October 2018 

^ "The Consumer Experience - Policy Evaluation 07". Archived from the original on 24 
June 2008. Retrieved 11 May 2008. 

^ Jay, Alan (29 May 2003). "BBC ceases Astra 2A transmissions". Digital Spy. 
Retrieved 27 April 2008. 

^ Jay, Alan (9 May 2003). "BBC shifts FTA transmission date". Digital Spy. Retrieved 27 
April 2008. 

^ "BBC and ITV to start Sky TV rival". BBC News. bbc.co.uk. 7 November 2005. 
Retrieved 27 April 2008. 

^ "Five joins Freesat". Broadband TV News. Broadband TV News. 5 November 2008. 
Retrieved 25 February 2010. 

^ "VIVA and Travel Channel join Freesat". a516digital. 2 April 2013. 

^ "Bauer's Box channels appear free-to-air on satellite". a516digital. 2 April 2013. 


. ^ "Freesat turn up the volume with 4 new music channels". Join Freesat. 15 April 2013. 
. ^ "Magic and Heat TV stations added to Freesat". a516digital. 29 April 2013. 
. ^ "BBC Trust Approves "Freesat"" (Press release). BBC Trust. 27 April 2007. Retrieved 27 


April 2008. 


. ^ "Freesat confirms launch date as May 6". Digital Spy. 30 April 2008. Retrieved 3 


May2008. 


. ^ "freesat - What's On". Retrieved 7 May 2008. 
. ^ "In full: Freesat channels at launch". Digital Spy. 6 May 2008. Retrieved 7 May 2008. 
. ^ "Free satellite TV service begins". BBC News. bbc.co.uk. 6 April 2009. Retrieved 7 


May2008. 


. ^ "Confirmed: ITV HD is Freesat exclusive". Digitalspy. 6 May 2008. Retrieved 6 


May2008. 


. ^ "ITV HD on Sky HD new EPG". Digitalspy. 10 April 2009. Retrieved 18 April 2009. 
. ^ "Sky Starts Phased Launch of New Sky+HD Guide". BSkyB. 1 April 2009. Retrieved 18 


April 2009. 


. ^ "New ITV1 HD channel available on Freesat, Freeview, Sky and Virgin" (Press 


release), ITV plc. 12 March 2010. Archived from the original on 9 October 2012. 
Retrieved 16 March 2010. 


. ^ "TV to stream 24 channels for digital Olympic". BBC. 3 April 2012. 
. ^ "Freesat to offer BBC's 24 HD Olympic Channels - all subscription-free" (PDF). Freesat. 


3 April 2012. Archived from the original (PDF) on 5 May 2012. 


. ^ "How to watch the Paralympics". Channel 4. 13 August 2012. 

. ^ "Freesat's sixth HD channel goes live". a5l6digital. 14 February 2013. 

. ^ "A BBC Red Button summer 2013". BBC. 10 June 2013. 

. ^ "BBC to launch five new subscription-free HD channels". BBC Media Centre. 


Retrieved 16 July 2013. 


. ^ Virgin Radio added to Freesat and Sky platforms Radio Today UK. 8 January 2019. 


Retrieved 29 January 2019 


. ^ DMAX UK to drop encryption, replaces Travel Channel Broadband TV News. 10 January 


2019. Retrieved 28 February 2019 


. ^ Smithsonian Channel launching in UK Advanced Television. 7 February 2019. Retrieved 


28 February 2019 


. ^ My5 launches on Freesat Freesat. 28 March 2019. Accessed 1 April 2019 


31. ^ Freesat adds Paramount Network Digital TV Europe. 17 April 2019. Accessed 30 April 
2019 

32. ^ CBS-AMC content added to Freesat Broadband TV News. 7 May 2019. Accessed 5 June 
2019 

33. ^ "Top TV On Demand Service in the UK". fluxgain. 12 January 2015. 

34. ^ "Freesat Launches ITV Player (channel 903)". Join Freesat. 26 July 2011. 

35. ^ "Freesat ITV Hub availability in Scottish Borders and Dumfries & Galloway". 25 August 
2016. 

36. * "Response: Ask Emma Scott A Question". Join Freesat. 23 April 2010. 
^ "BBC Trust approves Freesat entry into pay VOD". Broadband TV News. 28 July 2011. 

38. * "Freesat Offer Movie Streaming Service". Join Freesat. 25 November 2011. 

* "Box Office 365 no longer available on freesat". Join Freesat. 13 March 2013. 

40. ^ "Freesat Freetime box by Humax pictures and hands-on". Pocket-lint. 4 September 
2012. 

41. * "YouTube goes live on Freetime from Freesat: video hands-on". Recombu. 7 March 
2013. 

42. ^ "4oD launches on Freesat TV service". Digital Spy. 27 June 2013. 

43. ^ "Freesat adds Demand 5 catch-up content". Digital Soy. 6 August 2013. 

44. ^ "Humax Freetime boxes to launch Netflix application" (PDF) (Press release). Freesat. 15 
December 2015. Retrieved 31 December 2015. 

45. ^ "RTE AND SAORVIEW PARTNER WITH FREESAT TO DELIVER A NEXT-GENERATION 
PRODUCT FOR IRISH AUDIENCES" (PDF) (Press release). Freesat. 20 January 2016. 
Retrieved 20 February 2016. 

46. ^ BBC iPlayer closure on some older TV devices BBC website 29 September 2016. 
Accessed 30 November 2016 

47. ^ "STV Player now available on the Freesat Platform" (PDF) (Press release). Freesat. 18 
October 2016. Retrieved 30 November 2016. 

48. * UKTV Play launches on Freesat Advanced Television. 14 September 2018. Accessed 28 
February 2019 

49. * MY5 ON FREESAT Channel 5 website. March v28, 2019. Accessed 26 April 2019 

50. * Note: that is, boxes or televisions designed for the Freesat platform, however anyone 
can produce a free-to-air receiver. 

51. * West, Dave (15 April 2008). "Humax claims lead on high def Freesat box". Digital Spy. 
Retrieved 27 April 2008. 

52. ^ "Freesat looks to future with Freetime-enabled Humax box launch". Digital Spy. 15 
October 2012. 

53. ^ "New digital TV service launched", The Irish Times. 24 October 2008. Retrieved 27 
April2008. 

54. ^ "Sat4Free launches in Ireland". Join Freesat. 25 October 2008. Retrieved 4 May 2011. 

55. ^ “Irish Freesat shuts website". Broadbandtvnews. 7 November 2008. Retrieved 4 
May2011. 

56. ^ "Changes to BBC HD channels on satellite on 6th June". BBC. 2 June 2011. 

57. ^ "BBC Launch IPTV Exclusive To Freesat". Join Freesat. 6 December 2010. 

58. ^ "Freesat turbocharges its next-gen boxes". IP&TV News. 4 September 2012. 

59. ^ "Freesat Freetime: BBC iPlayer, ITV Player, new user experience". Pocket-lint. 4 
September 2012. 

60. ^ “Freesat G2 Spec: DiISEGC, Single Cable PVR, On-demand". Join Freesat. 3 March 2011. 

61. * Ofcom. "Ofcom Standard Quarterly Report Series ( Figure 2.4 Multichannel take-up in 
UK households Q1 2012)" (PDF). Ofcom. Retrieved 27 September 2012. 

62. * Smart and UHD TV sales boost Freesat 25 May 2017. Broadband TV News. Accessed 31 
May 2017 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 
e BBC News: Q&A on Freesat 
e List of Freesat (UK) Channels 


e Radio and Telly: Freesat guide 
e Freesat Section at Astra 2 


ITV Emergency National Service 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
es challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "ITV Emergency National 

Service" - news " newspapers = books = scholar = JSTOR (March 

2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


The ITV Emergency National Service was the management response to the near- 
complete Independent Television technicians’ strike immediately after the 1968 
franchise changes took effect." 


During the national ITV technicians’ strike of August 1968,” the individual companies 
were off the air for several weeks and an emergency service was presented by 
management personnel with no regional variations. This was the first time that a 
uniform presentation practice was adopted across all regions."! This did not happen 
again until ITV's first few days back on air following the technicians’ strike of 1979, 
which blacked out the channel for 75 days. 


Presentation|[edit] 


All programmes played during the service were repeats or had been pre-made for 
forthcoming transmission. Other than continuity, there was no live material.“ The 
programmes were transmitted from the ATV switching centre at Foley Street in London, 
while a team of ex-ABC announcers based in both Teddington and Foley Street provided 
presentation. 


The announcing team for the special service was mainly David Hamilton, John 
Benson, Sheila Kennedy and Philip Elsmore, who would all continue 
as Thames announcers when the regional services restarted at the end of the strike. 


The service was mounted at short notice after several days of blank screens. The 
management team behind the emergency service had needed to create a quick and 
simple Independent Television national presentation style. The term ‘Independent 
Television’ was chosen for the 'temporary national station' (the term 'ITV' was relatively 
little used until the 1970s) and a range of simple, text-only captions was provided. 


No station symbol was used - the ident was simply the name in upper-case characters. 
A clock was borrowed from the ABC studios at Teddington and the ABC triangle on the 
clock was mostly covered with tape. 


Tuning signals[edit] 


On the first day of the service, an insert of the local 'Picasso' tuning signal was tried 
along with a local start-up tune before switching to the national output. On day two, a 
London ‘Picasso’ and national theme was used. From day three, a networked tuning 
signal was used. To avoid confusion over regions, the ITA provided the Foley Street 
centre with a copy of the blank 'Picasso' containing no regional identifier. A version with 
the words ‘Independent Television’ was commissioned but did not arrive until the final 
few days of the service and was only used briefly at the end of the period. 


Daily opening music[edit] 


This short service was not wholly consistent in presentation, and opened on some days 
with Picasso card and ident, whilst on other days only the ident card appeared. A march 
(Here Comes The Band by Robert Farnon, which also featured in The Prisoner) was 
chosen as the daily opening music. 


Advertising[edit] 


With a national service being provided, all advertising spots needed to be sold ona 
national basis. Therefore, a new rate card was introduced, charging £2,000 for 30 
seconds of advertising time before 7pm and £3,500 after 7pm. 


Prior to the strike, a 30-second advert in the London region alone would have cost 
£1,200. Although large national companies benefited from the lower rates, local 
companies who had previously advertised in their relevant region only were unable to 
do so during the Emergency National Service. 
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The ITV Telethons were three charity telethons organised and televised in the United 
Kingdom by the ITV network. They took place in 1988, 1990 and 1992. Each lasted for 
27 hours and all were hosted by Michael Aspel. 


Thames Telethon[edit] 


The ITV Telethon originated from the 10-hour ‘Thames Telethon’, which ran in the 
Thames/London ITV region only , on 2 October 1980, One month before 

the BBC's Children In Need appeal the same year . Thames broadcast another Telethon 
on 29-30 October 1985. 


ITV Telethon[edit] 


Logo for 1990 event 


The US-style continuous broadcast raised £1.25 million, and was considered such a 
success that a 27-hour marathon was broadcast across the entire network over 29 and 
30 May 1988 (a Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday), involving participation and input 
from all of the regional broadcasters around the country. It had the aim of raising 
money for disability charities across the United Kingdom. 


A further two ITV Telethons followed in 1990 (across Sunday 27 May and Monday 28 
May) and 1992 (across Saturday 18 July and Sunday 19 July), raising £24m and £15m 
respectively. Michael Aspel was the frontman for all three. Telethon helped thousands of 
charities in the UK. Many local ITV companies like Tyne Tees Television and Television 
South West contributed from company profits. In the TVS region alone TVS donated £1 
million from its own charity, the TVS Trust, in late May 1990. !stetionneedeat 


Like the telethons in the US, the ITV Telethons also offered regional cut-ins by ITV 
companies all over the country, featuring personalities and local celebrities from that 
region such as Richard Whiteley for Yorkshire Television or Ruth Madoc for HTV Wales. 


The 1992 event took place in the grounds outside Granada TV, Quay street studio, and 
a non stop 27 hour live stage presentation ‘The Blackpool Roadshow' was gifted and 
coordinated by brother and sister Shirley Pearson & Johnnie Doolan. Amongst the many 
stage appearances was the first ever Live set from now famous band Oasis with guest 
appearances from chart topping artists, and choreographed sets from Blackpool show 
Mystique. 


The 1992 ITV Telethon was subject to protests organised by Block Telethon, a protest 
group that believed that the Telethons reinforced negative stereotypes of people with 
disabilities = 
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Night Network 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


For the BBC radio opt-in, see BBC Night Network. 


For Melbourne's all night weekend public transport services, see Night Network 
(Melbourne). 


Night Network, Night Time and Night Shift were names given to the overnight 
(usually between 12 and 6 am) schedule of the ITV network in the United Kingdom. The 
first ITV company began 24-hour broadcasting in 1986, with all of the companies 
broadcasting through the night by the end of 1988. At first, individual companies 
created their own services, however before too long, many of the smaller ITV station 
began simulcasting or networking services from others. 


From this, numerous services began each offering their own distinct take on 
programmes, with regions taking one of the services on offer. As each franchise was 
taken over however, the services became fewer in number. Today, all of the ITV 

plc regions (except ITV Channel Television and UTV for legal reasons), show 
teleshopping or ITV Nightscreen, followed by repeats of daytime programming and 
the /TV Nightscreen service. STV broadcasts its own strand, After Midnight and 
Teleshopping. 


History[edit] 


Up until the mid-1980s, all British television stations closed down for the night at around 
12:30am, sometimes up to an hour later on Friday and Saturday nights. Some of the ITV 
companies wanted to expand their broadcasting hours in the belief there was an 
untapped market for television through the night. As early as 1983, London Weekend 
Television (LWT) was experimenting with extra hours on Friday and Saturday nights 
during its Nightlife strand, which pushed back closedown until after 2 am. 


Towards the latter part of the decade, Channel 4 had extended late night broadcasting 
hours and transmission staff for the ITV regional companies were required to playout 


the network's commercial breaks, even if the main ITV station had already closed down. 
There was also speculation of a threat from the Independent Broadcasting Authority to 
franchise overnight hours to a new company as had been done with breakfast television 
(TV-am) in 1983.42 Within just over two years of ITV's first overnight experiment (at 
Yorkshire Television in 1986), the entire network had commenced 24-hour transmission. 


Early experiments[edit] 


On 9 August 1986, Yorkshire Television became the first ITV company and the first 
British terrestrial television station to offer 24-hour broadcasting." This was achieved by 
simulcasting the satellite station Music Box for a three-month trial, as permitted by the 
IBA. The all-night simulcasts continued until Friday 2 January 1987 - shortly before 
Music Box ceased operations as a broadcaster. Thereafter, Yorkshire ran a teletext- 
based /obfinder service for one hour after close-down with a Through Till Three strand 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights introduced a few months later. 


On 25 April 1987, Central Independent Television began extending its programming 
hours to 3 am on weeknights and 4 am at weekends, airing its own schedule of films, 
series and hourly Central News bulletins entitled More Central. The 

station's Jobfinder service (launched a year beforehand) was expanded from a single 
hour after close-down to fill the remainder of the night until TV-am took over at 6 am. 
Meanwhile, Granada Television took a more restrictive approach - during 1987, the 
station introduced a Nightlife strand, which saw programming hours extended until 
around 3 am on Friday and Saturday nights only. A short-lived joint schedule was 
introduced by Central, Granada and Scottish Television when the companies began full 
24-hour transmission on 13 February 1988, but was abandoned within a few months. 
During this time, all three stations provided local presentation. Central continued to air 
its own overnight service until 1995 (with opt-outs for regional programming until circa 
2003). 


In August 1987, Anglia Television, Thames Television and LWT began 24-hour 
broadcasting. Thames's /nto the Night strand began in June 1987 with broadcasts 
originally running until around 4 am, extending to a full service on Monday 17 August 
1987. Anglia originally opted to air Night Network on weekends alongside its own 
overnight schedule on weeknights while LWT filled the post-Night Network slot with a 
short-lived Thru to 6 strand. Tyne Tees Television also experimented with 24-hour 
transmission when in November 1987, it began airing its own teletext /obfinder service 
between close-down and 6 am. This continued until Granada's Night Time service 
launched on Tyne Tees the following September. 


TVS, which also aired Night Network at weekends, started its own Late Night Late strand 
on Monday 25 January 1988, gradually extending its broadcast hours until a full 24-hour 
service began on 20 June 1988 - the strand was the first to be simulcast on another ITV 
station (Channel Television). HTV Wales and HTV West began broadcasting its 

own Night Club service on 22 August 1988. Both Late Night Late and Night Club took on 
a different approach to the practice of in-vision continuity - incorporating viewers’ 
letters, competitions and live studio guests - such features were also used by Thames 
and Anglia's regional overnight strands. 


Night Network{edit] 


Night Network titles 


Night Network was ITV's first major experiment into the area of overnight broadcasting 
beginning on Friday 28 August 1987, originally for the ITV regions covered by LWT, TVS 
and Anglia, before expanding to other regions during the summer of 1988. Whereas 
overnight broadcasts are commonplace today, back in the late 1980s, ITV decided it 
would take a more cautious approach with Night Network only initially broadcasting 
between 1 am and 4 am in the Friday and Saturday night schedules, and between 1 am 
and 3 am in the Sunday night schedule. 


The show was produced for Night Network Productions® and LWT by Jill Sinclair who had 
been the producer of BBC1's Pop Quiz and Channel 4's The Tube at Tyne Tees 
Television, aiming for a similar audience to that of these two shows. The format of Night 
Network was similar to Channel 4's Network 7, or even a late night adult version of 
Saturday morning kids TV, as it was a mixture of quizzes, celebrity guests, imported 
serials and bands. 


Feature segments included Street Cred with Paul Thompson, Video View with Steve 
Allen and Kate Davies, Rowland Rivron in The Bunker Show, Tim Westwood's N-Sign 
Radio, Emma Freud's chat segment Pillow Talk, Geoffrey Cantor's video segment The 
Axeman, Barbie Wilde's video review for The Small Screen, and quiz show The Alphabet 
Game hosted by Nicholas Parsons, whilst cult TV series Captain Scarlet and the 
Mysterons and Batman were also frequently seen. Originally, on Sunday nights, classic 
movies were shown but this was only until the programme was expanded to other ITV 
regions on Friday 2 September 1988. 


Although it proved a success, Night Network was never broadcast nationally - 
companies such as Central opted out of the entire programme from the start to provide 
its own schedule. With more programmes (be it imports, repeats or original output) 
competing for the overnight slots, the Sunday edition was eventually dropped in 
Autumn 1988. Around the same time, the first hour of Night Network became a 
regional For London Only segment on LWT while the remaining two hours continued to 
air across other regions, albeit in differing timeslots depending on the stations’ 
preferred schedules. 


Night Network was broadcast for the last time on Friday 31 March 1989.4 


Night Time from Granada[edit] 


Granada Night Time ident 


On 2 September 1988, four of the smaller ITV companies (Border, Grampian, Tyne Tees 
and TSW - joined from 3 October 1988 by Ulster - began 24-hour broadcasting with the 
introduction of Night Time, a part-networked service provided by Granada Television's 
presentation department in Manchester and intended to help the smaller ITV stations 
who were unable to provide a service of their own. 


This new late night line up consisted mainly of films, syndicated American shows such 
as America's Top Ten (presented by Casey Kasem), American Gladiators, WCW 
Worldwide (which would later be promoted to British wrestling's old Saturday afternoon 
slot) and Donahue. There was also a limited number of home-produced programming 
such as Granada's Nightbeat, The Other Side of Midnight, The Hitman and Her, Quiz 
Night, Stand Up® and LWT's Cue the Music. 


Granada's Night Time service was wound down during 1995 - with programming carried 
from LNN from January onwards before presentation was handed over to the London 
service on 5 June. 


Night Shift from Yorkshire[edit] 


On 29 May 1988, Yorkshire Television reintroduced a full through-the-night service, this 
time consisting of films, imports, series and networked original programming including 
YTV's The James Whale Radio Show, simulcast locally with Radio Aire. Following 
Yorkshire's buyout of Tyne Tees Television in 1992, a new overnight service for both 
stations was launched entitled Night Shift, broadcast across both regions from YTV's 
transmission centre in Leeds with pre-recorded continuity from the station's announcing 
staff. Separate overnight presentation for the YTV and Tyne Tees areas was introduced 
two years later. 


Both regions aired the same schedule of imports, films, local programming and 
Bollywood movies although for a short while, YTV refused to air more adult 
programming such as The Good Sex Guide and God's Gift - while such output continued 
to air on Tyne Tees. The service remained locally originated (despite the introduction of 
networked idents in 1997) until 8 March 1998. YTV continued to opt out of the network 
for its regular /jobfinder programme at 5 am until around 2005. 


ITV Night Time from Thames/LWT[edit] 


BACK SOON 


1991-92 /TV Night Time logo, as shown on a holding caption. This was displayed during 
advertising breaks when the slot had not been sold, as described under "Advertising", below 


During 1991, Anglia, HTV and TVS discontinued their own overnight strands and began 
carrying a new /TV Night Time service from London, provided by Thames from Monday 
to Thursday and LWT from Friday to Sunday. For the first time, both London companies 
utilised the same on-screen branding throughout the week - the only notable difference 
being LWT's near non-use of a continuity announcer at the weekend. 


Around this time, original programming for the network included LWT's Cue the 
Music, Dial Midnight, ...in Profile, The Big E,2% Noisy Mothers,“4., One to One,"2! In Bed 
With Medinner, Night Shift, Get Stuffed and Thames's Video Fashion.," albeit airing in 
differing timeslots depending on each strand's schedule. Imported output increased 
with featured shows including Night Heat, Soap, Three's Company, The Time 

Tunnel, Too Close for Comfort, The Equalizer and American sporting programmes. 


Following the loss of Thames' franchise on 31 December 1992, Anglia and HTV began 
taking Granada's Night Time, leaving LWT with its own overnight presentation - the 
network-branded 3 Nights, which featured some of LWT's local programming. 


Nightime{edit] 


On 1 January 1993, the new ITV franchise holder for London 
weekdays, Carlton introduced a new Nightime [sic] service, airing from Monday - 
Thursday nights and simulcast by Meridian and Channel Television. 


On Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights, Meridian & Channel broadcast its own version 
of Nightime, presented in-vision from Southampton by ex-Late Night Late presenter 
Graham Rogers. Both Carlton and Meridian/Channel services utilised the same on- 
screen branding and presentation throughout the week. Around this time, programming 
largely consisted of output airing on the other services as well as imports including 
French soap Riviera and in the case of Meridian, regional programming, including World 
Of Sailing and Freescreen, an experimental series featuring viewers' videos and social 
action features. 


ITV Night Time from LNN{edit] 


ITNNEWS HEADLINES 
b J 


1995 Break bumper 


From 13 February 1995, London News Network (a subsidiary of Carlton & LWT) launched 
a revamped overnight service featuring new neon-themed presentation (without any 
station-specific branding) and a year later, a brand slogan - Television with Attitude. 

241 Initially broadcast in London only, the service expanded on 5 June to most of the 
regions formerly served by Granada's version of Night Time (which had been following 
the same schedule as LNN's service since the start of the year). 


New original programming was also produced for the network 

including Bonkers!, Bushell on the Box, Carnal Knowledge, Club @vision,“= Cyber 

Cafe, Cybernet, Curtis Calls,“ Hotel Babylon, God's Gift, Late and Loud, The Paul Ross 
Show, Pyjama Party, The Lads and Rockmania. Although less reliant on imports than 
before, shows including Coach and Box Office America continued to feature within the 
schedules. 


NightTime/The Edge from Meridian[edit] 


Following the launch of the LNN service over much of the ITV network, Meridian's 
overnight service expanded to seven days a week in February 1995 and began airing in 
the Anglia region. Overnight continuity links were discontinued in favour of announcer- 
less idents and presentation. 


Meridian's programming was also adopted in January 1996 by HTV and Westcountry, 
who opted to run separate local presentation from HTV's presentation centre in Cardiff. 
The arrangement continued when Meridian revamped and relaunched the service 

as The Edge in September 1996. The service largely carried the same programmes 
provided by LNN with some regional opt-outs for programmes such as Meridian’s World 
of Sailing and Freescreen."2 


In 1998, The Edge was dropped and replaced by a set of idents using generic ITV 
branding. These idents were amended later that year to reflect the change of ITV's 
generic logo and continued to be used until May 2000, by which time, Meridian had 
adopted the generic overnight branding used by the rest of the network since 
November 1999. 


1999 - 2000s[edit] 


With 24-hour programming becoming the norm on British television, ITV phased out 
the Night Time logos and presentation on overnight shows by late 1999 with generic 
network branding taking its place in most regions and /TV Nightscreen starting to take 
up timeslots towards the end of the night. From 2001 onwards, many of the former 
overnight programmes associated with the old Night Network and Night Time services 


were replaced with repeats of networked daytime shows (many of these including on- 
screen BSL signing for the deaf). By 2005, the only original Night Time programme still 
airing was the offbeat cookery show Get Stuffed. Scottish and Grampian (both branded 
overnight as "Nighttime TV") continued to run its own overnight schedule until around 
late 2004. 


Quiz programming in the form of Quizmania and later, ITV Play output such as The 
Mint and Make Your Play aired overnight between December 2005 and December 2007. 


Present[edit] 


All ITV plc regions now carry the same schedule from London. ITV's current overnight 
schedule consists mainly of repeats of talk and lifestyle shows such as The Jeremy Kyle 
Show, Loose Women and ITV Nightscreen, as well as the roulette strand /ackpot247. 
STV in Northern & Central Scotland, UTV in Northern Ireland and ITV Channel Television 
opt out of the overnight schedule regularly for teleshopping, alternative programming 
and ITV Nightscreen. 


STV also continues to provide its own localised presentation overnight - in April 2010, 
the station introduced The Nightshift, a nightly strand consisting of interactive viewers’ 
chat, local & national news and extracts from current and archived STV programming, 
linked by live out-of-vision announcers in Glasgow. Initially launched as a pilot in the 
Central Scotland region, the programme began airing a separate edition for Northern 
Scotland and later, separate editions for each of STV's four sub-regions. A single pan- 
regional programme was later broadcast across the STV North and STV Central regions 
at weekends. 


The Nightshift was axed in October 2015 and replaced by After Midnight, a rolling 
service of regional news and local programming highlights from the STV City channels. 


Advertising[edit] 


Most of the ITV stations experienced great difficulty in selling advertising slots for the 
overnight schedules - many companies were not convinced that the low viewing 
audiences were enough to justify buying airtime. In most cases, stations who were 
unable to sell advertising overnight simply replaced commercial breaks with public 
information films or interval captions. Notably, LWT's Thru To 6 service placed animated 
captions on-screen with music from the week's charts playing in the background. During 
the 1990s and early 2000s, an intermission took place between programming, with a 
message showing, simply "Back Soon" and music playing through." 


By the 1990s, commercials for premium-rate phone chat lines and edited versions of 
infomercials for firms such as Teledisc and Time-Life became more prominent. 
Overnight commercial breaks on the ITV network now usually consist of programme 
trailers and promos, and more recently, teleshopping commercials. 


Regional variations[edit] 


Regional services 


Service Producer Years in operation 


Thames Into the Night Thames 1 June 1987 - c. 1991 


Thru to 6 LWT 


Anglia Through the Night Anglia 


More Central Central 


Through the Night/Scottish 


Night Time scottish 
Through The Night Yorkshire 
; HTV Wales & HTV 
Night Club West 
3 Nights LWT 
Note: 


(24-hour from 17 August 1987, 
weekdays only) 


28 August 1987 - Spring 1988 
(weekends only) 


28 August 1987 - 1 September 1991 


25 April 1987 - 19 June 1994 * 


13 February 1988 - November 1998 


29 May 1988 - 4 October 1992 


22 August 1988 - 28 April 1991 


2 January 1993 - 12 February 1995 
(weekends only) 


e Central continued to have its own regional service at the weekends until early 1995. 


Part-networked services 


Years in 


Service Producer z Regions 
operation 
Late Night TVS 25 January 1988 |•° TVS 
Late = - August 1991 e Channel 
Night Network | LWT 28 August 1987 -| •e LWT 


31 March 1989 


e Channel (in conjunction 


(weekends only) with Late Night Late) 


e TVS (in conjunction 


Night Time 


ITV Night 
Time 


Night Shift 


Nightime 


ITV Night 
Time 


Granada 


Thames/LWT 


Yorkshire 


Carlton/ 
Meridian 


London News 
Network 

(for Carlton/LWT 
) 


2 September 
1988 - 4 June 
1995 


April 1991 - 31 
December 1992 


5 October 1992 - 
8 March 1998 


1 January 1993 - 
9 February 1995 


13 February 
1995-8 
November 1999 


with Late Night Late) 

Anglia (in conjunction 

with Anglia Through The 
Night) 

All other ITV stations except 
Central from Friday 2 
September 1988 onwards 


Granada 

Border 

Grampian 

TSW (partly locally-branded, 
until 31 December 1992) 
Tyne Tees (until 4 October 
1992) 

Ulster (from 3 October 1988) 
Anglia (from 1 January 1993 
until 31 December 1994) 
HTV Wales (from 1 January 
1993) 

HTV West (from 1 January 
1993) 

Westcountry (from 1 January 
1993) 


Thames/LWT 

HTV Wales (from 29 April 
1991) 

HTV West (from 29 April 
1991) 

TVS (from August 1991) 
Channel (from August 1991) 
Anglia (from 2 September 
1991) 


Yorkshire (locally branded, 
from 1994) 
Tyne Tees (locally branded, 
from 1994) 


Carlton 

Meridian (until 31 December 
1994) 

Channel (until 31 December 
1994) 


Carlton 

Central (opt-outs until circa 
2003) 

LWT (from 18 February 
1995) 

Grampian (5 June 1995 - 1 


Night 

Time (1995- 
96) 

The 


Edge (1996- Meridian 


98) 

ITV Night 
Time (1998- 
2000) 


WN 


Nighttime TV SMG 


ITV Night Ca riton/ 
Time Granada 


Timeline of services 


ITV 1980s 


January 1995 - 
May 2000 


2 November 
1998 - 30 May 
2006 


9 November 
1999-2002 


1990s 


November 1998) 

Border (from 5 June 1995) 
Granada (from 5 June 1995) 
UTV (from 5 June 1995) 
HTV Wales (5 June - 31 
December 1995) 

HTV West (5 June - 31 
December 1995) 
Westcountry (5 June - 31 
December 1995) 

Tyne Tees (from 9 March 
1998) 

Yorkshire (from 9 March 
1998) 


Meridian 

Channel 

Anglia 

HTV Wales (locally branded, 
from 1 January 1996) 

HTV West (locally branded, 
from 1 January 1996) 
Westcountry (locally 
branded, from 1 January 
1996) 


Scottish 
Grampian 


Anglia (from May 2000) 
Channel (from May 2000) 
Border 

Carlton/LWT 

Central (opt-outs until circa 
2003) 

Granada 

HTV Wales (from May 2000) 
HTV West (from May 2000) 
Meridian (from May 2000) 
Tyne Tees 

UTV 

Westcountry (from May 
2000) 

Yorkshire 


2000s 


regions 


Anglia 
Televisio 
n (1959- 
2004) 


present) 


Border 
Televisio 
n (1961- 
2004) 
ITV. 
Border (2 
004- 
present) 


Central 
Televisio 
n (1982- 
2004) 
ITV. 
Central ( 
2004- 
present) 


Channel 
Televisio 
n (1962- 
2011) 
TV, 
Channel 
Televisio 
m (2011- 
present) 


Granada 


Televisio 
n (1956- 
2004) 
ITV. 
Granada 
(2004- 
present) 


NOOF 


œo œ O e 


Ce) e0] Kel 


O O OF 


i dl il 2 PPh RD 
19 19 19 19 19 9 9 19 9 ġà 9 9 O O O 20 
91 92 93 94 95 9 9 98 9G 9 9 0 O O0 06 
© 7 9 I1 2 3 4 5 

Nig 
i The a ITV Night 
| Edge T Time 
Me Meridia Ime Granada / C 
Mer h Meridia ariton 
idia n 
n 

ITV Night 
ITV Night Time Time 
LNN Granada / Carlto 

n 
Nig 
b The NNM. ITV Night 
| Edge a Time 
Me Meridia mS Granada / C 
Mer p Meridia riton 
idia n 
n 
ITV Night Time ITV Night 
LNN Time 


Granada / Carlto 


n 


Thames 
Televisio 
n (1968- 
1992) 
Carlton 
Televisio 
n (1993- 
2004) 
TV, 
London ( 
2004- 
present) 


London 
Weekend 
Televisio 
nN (1968- 
2004) 
TVS 
London ( 
2004- 
present) 


Televisio 
De 

South (19 
82-1992) 
Meridian 
Broadcas 
ting (1993 
-2004) 
ITV, 
Meridian 


Tees (200 
4-present) 


H 


Wales (19 
68-2004) 
ITV 


ITV 
Night 
Time 
Meridia 
n 


The 
Edge 
Meridia 
n 


The ITV 
Edge Night 
Meridia Time 
n Meridia 


Cymru 
Wales (20 
04- 
present) 


HTV 
West (19 
68-2004) 
Iv. 
West (20 
04-2013) 


Televisio 
n South 
West (19 
82-1992) 
Westcou 
ntry 
Televisio 
n (1993- 
2004) 
ITV. 
Westcou 
ntry (200 


4-present) 


Yorkshire 
Televisio 
n (1968- 
2004) 


present) 


Grampia 
ns 
Televisio 
n (1961- 
2006) 
STV (2006 
-present) 


Scottish 
Televisio 
n (1957- 
2006) 
STV (2006 


-present) 


UTV 


(1959- 
present) 


Notes[edit] 


1. * These are the only stations that can be confirmed, using video evidence from TVARK 
and YouTube, that definitely used the service. Many others used the service in 
conjunction with their own services. 
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This is a timeline of the history of ITV. 


1950s[edit] 


e 1954 

o 30 july - The Television Act 1954 paves the way for the launch of commercial 
television in the UK and the first franchises are awarded by the newly 
formed Independent Television Authority (ITA). 

o 26 October - The first ITV franchises are awarded. They are for the London, 
u Midlands and North of England regions. 

e 1955 

o January - Aconsortium of the initial four Independent Television broadcasting 
companies launch ITN, which will provide ITV with its news service. 

o 22 September - ITV is launched when the first contractor, Associated- 
Rediffusion, goes on air, broadcasting to London on weekdays. 

o 24 September - Associated Television (ATV London) launches as the London 
weekend contractor. 

e 1956 

o 6 January - The first edition of This Week is broadcast. 

o 17 February - Associated Television (ATV Midlands) launches ITV in the Midlands 
and the following day the Midlands’ weekend contractor Associated British 
Corporation (ABC Midlands) broadcasts for the first time. 

o 3 May - Granada Television launches ITV in the north of England and two days 
later the north of England's weekend contractor Associated British 
Corporation (ABC North), broadcasts for the first time. 

e 1957 

o The first ITV Schools programmes are broadcast. 

o 31 August - ITV starts broadcasting in central Scotland - Scottish 
Television (STV) is the franchise holder. 

e 1958 

o 14 January - Television Wales and the West (TWW) starts broadcasting to 
South Wales and the West of England. 

o 30 August - Southern Television launches. 

e 1959 

o 15 January - Tyne Tees Television launches. 

o 27 October - Anglia Television launches. 

o 31 October - ITV launches in Northern Ireland when Ulster Television starts 
broadcasting. 


1960s[edit] 


e 1960 
o 31 January - Southern Television's broadcast area expands when it begins 
broadcasting to Kent and East Sussex?! following the Independent Television 
Authority granting Southern the right to broadcast to South East England. 
o 9 December - The first edition of Coronation Street is broadcast. 
e 1961 
o 29 April - Westward Television launches. 
o 1 September - Border Television launches. 
o 30 September - Grampian Television launches. 
e 1962 


o 1 September - Channel Television launches. 
o 14 September - The final part of the UK gets an ITV service when Wales (West 
and North) Television launches in West and North Wales as Teledu Cymru. 
1963 
o 7 January - The first edition of World in Action is broadcast. 
1964 
o 26 January - Wales (West and North) Television stops broadcasting after going 
bankrupt. It is replaced by TWW. However the Teledu Cymru on-air identity is 
retained. 
1965 
o 2 January - The first edition of World of Sport is broadcast. 
o 26 March - Border Television begins broadcasting to the Isle of Man. 
o 1965 sees the end of regular lunchtime programming on ITV. Most regions had 
broadcast a weekday lunchtime entertainment show since the earliest days of 
ITV. 
1966 
o No events. 
1967 
o 3 July - News at Tenis launched as a 13-week trial of a nightly 30 minute 
bulletin. The programme is soon made a permanent feature of the schedules. 
1968 
o 4 March - TWW stops broadcasting five months before its contract was due to 
expire. The ITA provides an interim service called Independent Television Service 
for Wales and the West until 20 May when the new contractor, Harlech 
Television, takes over. 
o 29 july - 
= ATV starts broadcasting to the Midlands seven days a week and Granada 
starts broadcasting across the north west seven days a week. In both cases 
ABC loses the right to broadcast. 

= Yorkshire Television launches following the decision to split the north region 
into two resulting in a new franchise being created for the Yorkshire area. 

o 30 July - Thames Television replaces Associated-Rediffusion as the holder of the 
London weekday franchise although Redivision retains a 49% stake in the new 
company. 

o 2 August — London Weekend Television (LWT) replaces ATV as London's 
weekend franchisee. 

o August - A technicians strike forces ITV off the air for several weeks although 
management manage to launch a temporary ITV Emergency National 
Service with no regional variations. 

o 21 September — The 7VTimes is launched as a national magazine to provide 
listings for the ITV network. 

1969 

o 15 November - ITV starts broadcasting in colour although it wasn't until 1976 
that colour was available across the entire ITV network. 

1970s[edit] 


1970 


o 13 November - The Colour Strike begins when ITV staff refuse to work with 
colour television equipment following a dispute over pay with their management. 
The strike lasts for nearly three months. 

o 23 November - The first edition of Engineering Announcements is broadcast. 

1971 

o No events. 

1972 

o 12 July - The Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA) replaces the Independent 
Television Authority. 

o 16 October - Following a law change which removed all restrictions on 
broadcasting hours, ITV is able to launch an afternoon service. As part of the 
new service the first edition of Emmerdale Farm is broadcast and ITV's first 
lunchtime news programme, First Report, is shown. ITV Schools transfers to a 
new morning slot. 

1973 

o 17 December - The British government imposes early close downs of all three 
television channels in the UK including ITV from 17 December 1973 in order to 
save electricity during the Three Day Week crisis. The early close downs forced 
ITV to end their broadcasting day at 10.30pm, thus losing the network a lot of 
advertising revenue. The restrictions were lifted temporarily on Christmas Eve to 
allow the public to enjoy festive programming. The restrictions recommenced on 
Monday 7 January 1974. The restrictions ended on 8 February 1974. 

1974 

o The 1974 franchise round sees no changes in contractors. However the Belmont 
transmitter in Lincolnshire is switched from Anglia Television to Yorkshire 
Television and the Bilsdale UHF transmitter, based on the border between 
Yorkshire Television and Tyne Tees Television and much disputed over, is 
assigned to Tyne Tees Television. 

1975 

o 23-26 May - A strike over the payments agreed before the government-imposed 
pay freeze came into force results in many ITV companies being unable to 
broadcast for 72 hours, apart from at London Weekend Television, Tyne Tees 
Television and Westward Television where ACTT members ignored the strike. 

&1 However normal programming did not resume until 30 May, apart from at 
Scottish where the strike continued until 9 June. 

1976 

o 26 July - Channel Television becomes the final ITV region to begin broadcasting 
in colour although it wasn't until the following year that all of its local 
programmes were made in colour. 

o 6 September - News at One replaces First Report and the teatime news 
bulletin programme is extended by five minutes and renamed News at 5.45. 

1977 

o 28 March - Yorkshire and Tyne Tees begin a nine-week trial of breakfast 
television. 

o Emmerdale Farm moves from daytime to a peaktime (7 pm) slot although five 
regions - Anglia Television, Thames Television, Westward 
Television/TSW, Grampian Television and Scottish Television - aired the 
programme at 5.15 pm, with the days sometime changing. 

1978 

o ITV's teletext service ORACLE launches. 


e 1979 

o 10 August - A ten-week strike forces ITV off the air. Only Channel Television in 
the Channel Islands remained on air, as they had separate arrangements with 
the unions. Channel Television provided an emergency service each day running 
from 5.00pm until 11.00pm, filled with local programming, local news, imported 
films, and repeats from the ITV archive. The only programme shown on the rest 
of the network was the weekly edition of Engineering Announcements. The strike 
ends on 24 October. 

o 25 September - This Week ends its first run. It is replaced for the next seven 
years by TV Eye. 

o The Independent Broadcasting Authority begins broadcasting its own test 
card on ITV instead of Test Card F. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o 28 December - The ITA announces the new contractors to commence on 1 
January 1982. The Midlands region will be split into two and dual regions will be 
created for Wales and the West and the South and South East. ATV is reawarded 
its contract for the Midlands although there are several conditions including 
more regional content and increased production facilities in the Midlands. It is 
also told to rename itself and chooses the name Central Independent 
Television. Southern Television lost its licence for the South of England, in favour 
of Television South (TVS) and Westward Television also lost its licence for South 
West England and was replaced by Television South West (TSW). The IBA also 
announces that TV-am has been awarded the contract to provide a national 
breakfast television service which would launch in February 1983. 
o 29 December - ITV launches its first branded children's slot when it 
launches Watch It!. The programmes are broadcast on weekdays between 
4.15 pm to 5.15 pm and are presented live by the duty continuity announcer in 
each ITV region. 
e 1981 
o 11 August - TSW takes over Westward Television but continues to use the 
Westward name until 1 January 1982. 
o 31 December - ATV, Southern and Westward stop broadcasting at the end of 
their day's programming - i.e. shortly after midnight. 
e 1982 
o 1 January - 
= Central, TVS and TSW start broadcasting. 
= The Bluebell Hill transmitter in Kent is transferred from Thames/LWT to TVS, 
to increase the size of TVS's new South East sub-region and 
the Kendal transmitter, covering much of southern Cumbria, is transferred 
from Granada to Border.“ 
= Yorkshire extends its coverage on the Lancashire/Yorkshire border when 
transmitters covering Todmorden and Walsden were transferred from the 
Granada region. 
= The Kendal transmitter is transferred from Granada to Border. 
e 1983 
o 3 January - Children's ITV is launched, replacing Watch It!. Programmes begin 15 
minutes earlier, at 4 pm - the extra fifteen minutes being filled by a repeat of 


one of the pre-school programmes shown at lunchtime the same day. The slot is 
presented on a national basis and programmes are linked by an in-vision 
presenter. 


o 1 February - ITV's breakfast television service TV-am launches, broadcasting 
between 6 AM and 9:15 am. It is beaten to air by the BBC which 
launched Breakfast Time two weeks previously. 

o 17 May - Engineering Announcements is broadcast on ITV for the final time. 
The programme transfers to Channel 4 and continues until July 1990. 

o 23 May - IV-am changes its broadcasting hours. It now begins during the week 
at 6:25 am, with a later start at the weekend. However TV-am is now able to stay 
on air until 9:25 am due to the switching process from national to regional 
programming becoming an automated rather than a manual process. 

o September - Central finally launches its East Midlands service. An industrial 
dispute had prevented Central from launching its East Midlands service until 21 
months after Central actually launched. 

o 2 October - ITV shows a live top flight football match for the first time since 
1960. This marks the start of English football being shown on a national basis 
rather than on a regional basis, resulting in The Big Match becoming a fully 
national programme. 

1984 

o 16 October - The Bill launches as a regular programme, just over a year after a 
one-off episode - Woodentop - was shown. 

1985 

o 3 January - 
= The last day of transmission using the 405-lines system. 
= TV-am expands its broadcasting hours. Weekday programmes begin ten 

minutes earlier during the week, at 6:15 am® and weekend programmes 
begin at 6:55 am. 

o 28 September - The final edition of World of Sport is broadcast. 

1986 

o 2 April - The first in-vision teletext service is seen on ITV when Central launches 
its /obfinder service which broadcasts for one hour after the end of the day's 
programming. Many other regions launch their own Jobfinder service later in the 
1980s. 

o 9 August - Yorkshire launches an experimental overnight service, 
simulcasting Music Box. 

o 11 September - After a seven-year hiatus, This Week returns. 

1987 

o 3 January - Closedowns reappear on Yorkshire Television when its experiment 
with 24-hour television is put on hiatus.“ The channel does continue with into- 
the-night broadcasts by becoming the second ITV region to launch 
a Jobfinder service, broadacsting for an hour after closedown from 30 January.2% 

o 30 January - Super Channel launches. The channel is majority owned by all but 
one of the ITV companies.“ Within a year the ITV companies sold their stake to 
the Italian Marcucci family, owners of Italian music channel Videomusic. 

o Many of the larger ITV companies start broadcasting into the night. 

o 25 April - Central becomes the first station to keep its transmitters on air all 


night when it launches More Central. Programmes are shown into the early hours 
with the rest of the night filled by its /obfinder service, which airs from 
closedown until the start of TV-am.221 


o 1June - Thames launches Thames Into the Night. Consequently, the channel 
now stays on air until 4 am. 

o 29 June - Schools programmes are broadcast on ITV for the last time. 

o 20 July - The lunchtime news programme moves to 12.30pm and is renamed 
accordingly. 

o 17 August - Thames becomes the first ITV company to launch a full 24-hour 
service. 

o 28 August - LWT and Anglia begin 24-hour transmissions. 

o September - TV-am recommences broadcasting each day from 6 am. 

o 7 September - ITV launches a full morning programme schedule, with 
advertising, for the first time. The new service includes regular five-minute 
national and regional news bulletins. 

o 14 September - ITV Schools transfers to Channel 4 and S4C. 

o November - Tyne Tees begins 24-hour broadcasting. It does so by launching 
a /Jobfinder service which broadcasts each night from its usual close-down time 
until the start of TV-am at 6 am. Tyne Tees launches a full 24-hour service on 2 
September 1988. 

1988 

o 6 January - After more than 15 years on air, for the first time Emmerdale Farm is 
shown by all ITV regions in a peaktime slot of 6.30 pm. 

o 15 February - An early morning 60-minute news programme - /TN Early Morning 
News - is launched but is only available in areas which have 24-hour 
broadcasting. The first 30 minutes of the programme includes a full broadcast of 
ITN's international news bulletin /TN World News. In addition, brief news 
summaries are broadcast at various points through the night. The launch 
coincides with three of the major ITV companies 
- Scottish, Central and Granada - beginning 24-hour transmission. 23 

o 7 March - The lunchtime news returns to the 1 pm slot. 

o 4 April - After nearly 24 years on air, the final edition of Crossroads is broadcast. 
It is briefly revived in 2001. 

o 29-30 May - The first ITV Telethon takes place over the spring bank holiday 
weekend. The Telethon also marks the start of Yorkshire recommencing 24-hour 
broadcasting. 

o 20 June - TVS and Channel begin 24-hour broadcasting. 

o 22 August - HTV begins 24-hour broadcasting. 

o 2 September - TSW, Grampian and Border begin 24-hour broadcasting. 

o 3 October - 
= Ulster becomes the final region to start broadcasting 24 hours a day." 
= The first edition of This Morning is broadcast. 

o 30 October - Following the signing of a new four-year deal to show exclusive live 
coverage of top flight English football, ITV begins showing a live game every 
Sunday afternoon. 

1989 

o 9 January - Central launches a third sub-region - Central South. It 
covers Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and parts 
of Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire and Wiltshire. These areas were 
previously served by the Central West sub-region.“4 

o 13 February - For the first time ITV starts broadcasting a national weather 


forecast. Previously each company had aired its own regional weather forecast 


(0) 


which they had broadcast at the end of their local news programmes and at 
closedown. 

1 September - ITV introduces its first official logo as part of an attempt to unify 
the network under one image whilst retaining regional identity. 

TVTimes is sold to IPC Media. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 


(0) 


10] 
10] 


The roll-out of broadcasting ITV programmes in NICAM digital stereo begins and 
by the end of the year the majority of transmitters and their relays are 
broadcasting in stereo. 

27-28 May - ITV broadcasts its second Telethon. 

24 September - Yorkshire launches a third a third sub-regional opt-out for South 
Yorkshire and north Derbyshire. 


e 1991 


(0) 


1 January - The Independent Television Commission (ITC) replaces the IBA as the 
regulator of all non-BBC television broadcasting. 

March - Following the conclusion of the Gulf War, the /TN Early Morning News is 
halved in length and now goes on air at 5.30. From this point, the /TN World 
News is no longer broadcast as part of the bulletin. 

3 October-2 November - ITV shows full live coverage of the 1991 Rugby World 
Cup, beginning a relationship with the tournament which lasts to this day. 

16 October - The (ITC) announces the results of the franchise round. Following 
the Broadcasting Act 1990, the ITC had to conduct a franchise auction whereby 
contracts would be given to the highest bidder, subject to fulfilling a 
programming ‘quality threshold.’ TSW lost the South West of England franchise 
to Westcountry Television, Thames Television controversially lost the London 
weekday franchise to Carlton Television, TVS lost the South of England franchise 
to Meridian Broadcasting, TV-am lost the national breakfast television franchise 
to Sunrise Television, which changed its name to GMTV before launch because of 
a dispute with British Sky Broadcasting over the name ‘Sunrise’, and ORACLE lost 
the National Teletext franchise to Teletext Ltd. 


e 1992 


(0) 
(0) 


2 March - The News at 5.40 is renamed /TN Early Evening News. 

18 May - Sky outbids ITV for the live rights to the newly formed football Premier 
League. Sky bids £304 million, as opposed to ITV's £262 million. ITV 
subsequently purchases live rights to the newly formed UEFA Champions 
League and the second tier of English football, showing the latter on a regional 
basis until those rights passed to Sky in 1996. 

June - Yorkshire and Tyne Tees television merge, beginning a process that would 
see the consolidation of ITV over the next decade. 

18-19 July - ITV broadcasts its third and final Telethon. 

1 November - The satellite TV channel UK Gold, run by the BBC with Thames 
Television, starts broadcasting. Thames gets involved with this service ahead of 
it losing its ITV franchise. 

17 December - Ahead of the loss of its franchise, the final edition of the Thames 
Television-produced current affairs series This Week is broadcast. 

31 December - TV-am, Thames, TVS, TSW and teletext 

service ORACLE broadcast for the final time. 


1993 

o 1 January - At the stroke of midnight, Carlton, Meridian and Westcountry start 
broadcasting and at 6am GMTV goes on air for the first time. 

Also Teletext launches as ITV's new teletext service. 

o 28 June - The final ITV Schools broadcasts take place. 

1994 

o Granada Television buys LWT, Carlton Television takes over Central Independent 
Television and Meridian Broadcasting takes over Anglia Television. 

1995 

o No events. 

1996 

o Carlton Television buys Westcountry Television and increased its stake in Central 
Independent Television to 81%. 

o 1 September - Carlton Food Network launches. 

o 1 October - Granada Sky Broadcasting, in conjunction with BSkyB, launches four 
channels - Granada Plus, Granada Good Life, Granada Men & 

Motors and Granada Talk TV 

o 1 November - A joint venture between Scottish Television and BSkyB results in 
the launch of Sky Scottish. 

1997 

o More consolidation takes place. Granada Television acquires Yorkshire-Tyne Tees 
Television, Scottish Media Group (SMG), which owned Scottish Television, 
acquires Grampian Television and United News and Media, the owner of Meridian 
Broadcasting and Anglia Television, purchased HTV. 

o 14 February - Carlton Select is launched. It replaces SelecTV, which was 
acquired by Carlton from Pearson Television. 

o March - ITV takes over as the broadcaster of Formula One motor racing. It shows 
full coverage of qualifying as well as the race itself, something that the previous 
rights holder, the BBC, generally did not do. ITV also obtains the FA Cup and 
England International football highlights rights from the BBC at around the same 
time, resulting in the return of the FA Cup to ITV screens for the first time since 
1988. 

o 25 June - The ITC awards the sole DTT broadcast licence to British Digital 

Broadcasting - a consortium consisting of Carlton Television, Granada 
Television and BSkyB. 
31 August - Granada Talk TV stops broadcasting. 
998 
5 January - /7V Nightscreen is shown for the first time. 
1 May - Granada Good Life is renamed Granada Breeze. 
31 May - Sky Scottish stops broadcasting. 
29 July - BDB rebrands as ONdigital. 
15 November - Public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK takes place with 
the launch of OnDigital and as part of the 19-channel line-up, three new 
channels from Carlton start broadcasting - Carlton Cinema, Carlton 
Kids and Carlton World. 

o 7 December - 
= ITV2 is launched, but only in England and Wales. 
= After 35 years on air, World in Action is broadcast for the final time. 

1999 

o 4 January - GMTV2 launches during the breakfast downtime of ITV2.22 


CoOooOoOO FO 


o 5 March - /TV News at Ten is broadcast for the final time. 

o 8 March - Major changes to ITV's news programmes take place today, including 
different times for the channel's news programmes and the programmes were 
referred to as ITV News rather than ITN News. The main bulletin of the day is 
now considered to be the Early Evening News and is moved from 5.40pm to 
6.30pm and the evening news is controversially pushed back to 11pm although 
the following year the ITC forces ITV to move the late evening news back to 
10pm on three nights each week. Also ITV's lunchtime news bulletin is 
relaunched as /TV Lunchtime News. 

8 April - The first edition of ITV's new current affairs series Tonight is broadcast. 
30 April - Scottish Television launches S2. 

28 June - Ulster Television launches TV You (later UTV2) 

6 September - Carlton Television drops the Central Independent Television and 
Westcountry Television names from their on-air presentation, instead branding 
these regions as Carlton Television, and using the same presentation for all 
three regions. 

o 8 November - A new, hearts-based on-air look is introduced. 


2000s[edit] 


O0 0.0 


e 2000 

o United News and Media sells its three stations - Meridian, HTV and Anglia - 
to Granada Television, although HTV is sold on to Carlton due to regulatory 
reasons. 

o 1 February - Carlton World and Carlton Kids stops broadcasting.2& 

o 1 March - Carlton Select stops broadcasting.24 

o 1 August - The ITN News Channel launches. 

e 2001 

o May - Following the signing of a joint venture with supermarket 
chain Sainsbury's, Carlton Food Network is renamed Taste CFN."3 

o 11 July - Carlton and Granada relaunch OnDigital as ITV Digital in an attempt to 
better compete with Sky.!2 

o July - Granada buys Border Television. 

o 11 July - ITV relaunches OnDigital as ITV Digital in an attempt to better compete 
with Sky.21 

o 27 July - S2 closes and consequently ITV2 starts broadcasting in Scotland. 

o 11 August - 
= The ITV Sport Channel launches. 
= ITV is renamed ITV1. 

o 1 December - Taste CFN stops broadcasting. 


e 2002 
o 22 January - UTV2 stops broadcasting. Consequently, ITV2 launches in Northern 
Ireland. 
o March - ITV Digital goes into administration. 2% 
o 30 April - Granada Breeze stops broadcasting. 
o 1 May - ITV Digital stops broadcasting. 2422 
o 12 May - Following the collapse of ITV Digital, the ITV Sports Channel stops 


broadcasting. 
o 30 September - The ITN News Channel is renamed ITV News Channel. 


o 28 October - On-air regional identities are dropped apart from when introducing 
regional programmes. 

2003 

o 31 March - Carlton Cinema stops broadcasting.22! 

o 29 December - Ofcom replaces the ITC as the regulator of all non-BBC television 
broadcasting. 

2004 

o 2 February - 
= Carlton and Granada merge to create a single England and Wales ITV 

company called ITV plc. 
= February - After several years of inconsistent scheduling of the /ate evening 
news, the bulletin moves to a five nights a week 10.30pm start time. 

o April - The newly created ITV plc purchases NTL's 35% stake in the ITV News 
Channel. 

o 1 November - ITV3 launches, replacing Plus which closes a few hours prior to 
ITV3's launch. Earlier that day ITV bought out BSkyB's stake in Granada Sky 
Broadcasting. 

2005 

o 11 February - The /7V Lunchtime News is extended to last 60 minutes. 

o 31 October - Regional logos are seen on ITV for the final time. 

o 1November - ITV4 launches, but only as a part-time channel. 

o 23 December - ITV News Channel stops broadcasting at 6pm. 

2006 

o 11 March - CITV Channel launches on Freeview, Home Choice and Telewest. It 
starts broadcasting on Sky on 8 May and on NTL on 6 June. 

o 19 April - ITV Play launches. 

o 30 May - STV launches across Scotland replacing the previously separate 
services of Scottish and Grampian. 

o 4 September - The /7V Lunchtime News reverts to being a 30-minute 
programme and its start time is moved back to 1.30pm. 

o 30 October - ITV2, and ITV3 launch +1 channels. 

o 13 December - The Berwick-upon-Tweed transmitter transfers 
from Border to Tyne Tees as part of the preparations for the digital switchover of 
the Border region in 2008.2! 

o At the end of 2006, Children's ITV ends on ITV1 after 24 years on air. Earlier in 
2006 ITV had closed down its in-house children's production unit. 

2007 

o 8 January - The Calendar East and Calendar South regions are merged to form a 
new Calendar South region covering central and east Lincolnshire, east and 
south east Yorkshire, east Nottinghamshire and north Norfolk. The Calendar 
North region, broadcasting from the Emley Moor transmitter continues as before. 

o 5 March - ITV announces that all premium rate phone competitions and quizzes 
will be suspended while an audit takes placer? after a number of problems with 
premium rate services affecting ITV, BBC One and Channel 4 come to light. 

261 Consequently, participation channel ITV Play is suspended. 

o 13 March - ITV announces that ITV Play will permanently close down following 
the recent concerns over participation television.24 On 16 March, its slot on 
Freeview is taken by the recently launched ITV2+1. 


o September - Major cost-cutting plans were announced which would see massive 
cutbacks to regional programming, including the reduction of regional news 
programmes from seventeen to nine. The changes took effect in February 2009. 

e 2008 

o 14 January - /7TV News at Ten returns to the schedules on four nights each week 
- the Friday edition remains at 11pm. 

o 5 February - ITV4 becomes a 24-hour channel. 

o 17 July - ITV HD launches as a full-time service. A trial broadcast had taken place 
during summer 2006. 

o 1 December - ITV4 +1 launches. 

e 2009 

o ITV makes major cutbacks to its regional broadcasts in England. The separate 
sub-regional news programmes are merged into a pan-regional programme 
although more localised news continues to be broadcast as a brief opt-out during 
the early evening programme, and with the exception of a monthly political 
programme, all non-news regional programming in the English regions ends. 

o November - ITV takes full control of GMTV. 

o 15 December - With the exception of its travel and holiday sections, 

ITVs teletext service stops broadcasting on analogue TV. It had ended on Sky_ 
Digital the previous day.!2#1!221 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 
o 1 April - Men & Motors stops broadcasting. 
o 21 June - ITV's teletext service stops broadcasting altogether when it is removed 
from Freeview.24 
o 31 August - After more than 25 years on air, the final episode of The Billis 
shown. 
o 3 September - The final edition of GMTV is broadcast. 
o 6 September - The first edition of Daybreak is broadcast. 
o 7 October - ITV2 HD launches. 
o 15 November - ITV3 HD and ITV4 HD launch. 
2 
o 


011 

11 January - ITV +1 is launched. 

o 23 November - ITV plc completes its purchase of Channel Television.“4 
e 2012 

o 21 December - The final edition of ITV's early morning news programme /TV 
News at 5:30 is broadcast. Consequently, there is no longer any overnight news 
coverage on ITV. 

e 2013 

o 14 January - After more than 11 years, the ITV1 brand is dropped and the main 
channel is known once again as ITV. 

o 16 September - Sub-regional news coverage is reintroduced across England. The 
weekday daytime, late evening and weekend bulletins as well as 20 minutes of 
the 6pm programme are once again more localised. 

e 2014 
o 6 January - Following instructions from regulator Ofcom, ITV reopens Border’s 
sub-regional service for southern Scotland. 


o 25 April - The final edition of Daybreak is broadcast. 

o 28 April - The first edition of Good Morning Britain is broadcast. 

o 2 June - STV launches the first of its local television channels - STV Glasgow. 
o 9 June - ITV Encore launches. 

o 8 October - ITVBe launches. 
2 

(0) 

(0) 

(0) 


015 
1 January - UTV Ireland launches in the Republic of Ireland. 
12 January - STV launches its second local television channel STV Edinburgh. 
March - STV is awarded three more local licenses, to cover Aberdeen, Ayr and 
Dundee. 
2016 
o 29 March - ITV buys UTV. 
o 17 October - UTV is rebranded to match ITV's current look. 
2017 
o 1 January - 
= ITV takes over from Channel 4 as the exclusive terrestrial broadcaster of 
horse racing. This is the first time since 1988 that the sport had been shown 
on ITV.821 
= UTV Ireland closes and is replaced by be3. 
o 4 February - Following ITV's return to covering live boxing, the channel 
launches ITV Box Office for its pay-per-view events. 
o 21 February - ITV announces plans to redevelop its headquarters at The London 
Studios.) 
o 24 April - STV merges its local channels and relaunches them as a single channel 
called STV2.851 
2018 
o 16 April - ITV moves production of its breakfast and daytime programming from 
The London Studios to the former BBC Television Centre at White City. 
o 1 May -ITV Encore closes as a linear channel after four years on air. It continues 
as an on-demand service.&4 
o 30 June - STV2 stops broadcasting following That's TV's acquisition of the assets 
of STV's STV2 channel.381321 
o 9 October - ITV announces plans to sell The London Studios and abandon the 
five-year redevelopment programme for the building that was unveiled in 
February 2017.44 
2019 
o 1 January - ITV introduces its first rebrand since 2013. Called /TV Creates, the 
new ident is an artist-led set of idents which will feature idents from a different 
artist each week of the year.44 
o 15 May - ITV cancels The Jeremy Kyle Show, following the death of a guest. 


See also[edit] 


History of ITV 
History of ITV television idents 
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ITV Nightscreen 


ITV Nightscreen 


Country of origin United Kingdom 
Production 
Running time 240 minutes (1998-2005) 


180 minutes (2005-2007) 
120 minutes (2007-2010) 
90 mins (2010-present) 


Production company Gower Creative 


(s) 


Communications 


Release 


Original network ITV, STV, UTV, 
ITV2, ITV3, ITV4, ITVBe 


Original release 14 January 1998 - 


present 


ITV Nightscreen is a scheduled programme on the ITV television network, consisting 
of a sequence of animated pages of information about ITV's upcoming programmes, 
features and special events, with an easy listening music soundtrack. The programme is 
used to fill the station's overnight downtime, where a closedown would have once been 
used at the end of programmes. The programme is generally shown 7 days a week with 
the typical weekday show airing from 03:50am - 05:05am daily. 


On STV, UTV and in the Channel Islands the programme starts earlier, sometimes as 
early as midnight, breaking for a signed programme at 3am before resuming and 
occasionally in Scotland it has been known to broadcast continually from 1:00 am to 
6:00 am without a break. However on ITV's digital channels, the amount of 
Teleshopping affects how much Nightscreen is broadcast and also on ITV during 
Summer & Christmas and on emergency recovery test more hours are being broadcast 
as live Jackpot 24/7 is not shown - thus sees the Nightscreeen broadcasting until 
5:05am-6:00am non stop. Very occasionally it is not broadcast due to live events and 
other programming filling its hour. The programme also broadcasts on all of ITV's +1 
channels. 


It was first broadcast on 14 January 1998, and consisted of teletext pages taken from 
the ITV regional teletext services, with interstitial teletext-based animations in a similar 
style to the former 4-Te/ On View.™ Since 2003 the screens have been produced 

using Scala InfoChannel3. In early 2009, updated systems were installed with the latest 
version of Scala5, with a dual redundant system to counter any issues of service. In 
April 2012, the system was upgraded again to a newer version of Scala5. This, amongst 
other minor presentational changes, allowed compatibility of the service to be 
transmitted in 16:9 widescreen for the first time, as opposed to 4:3. 


Nightscreen has, in the past, been criticised for highlighting programmes which had 
already aired, and for some careless typing and spelling errors but now regularly avoids 
doing this. As well as providing focus on upcoming programmes, films and TV listings, it 
also offers some news from the world of entertainment. In the past it also offered sports 
news and even on some occasions cooking tips, recipes and also fact files of characters 
from famous ITV shows such as Emmerdale and Coronation Street. 


The Scala system was provided by Beaver Group, and the programme is currently 
produced by Gower Creative Communications. 


Origins[edit] 


Teletext screens had been employed by the BBC since 1980 and by Channel 4 since 
1983 to fill airtime cheaply. In-vision teletext was only ever occasionally used on the ITV 


network. From April 1986 certain regions, firstly Central Independent Television, 
followed in January 1987 by Yorkshire Television, started showing 

overnight teletext sequences containing details of local job vacancies under the 

title Jobfinder. Initially the pages were broadcast for an hour after the end of regular 
programming but from April 1987 Central broadcast Jobfinder throughout their 
overnight downtime. When 24-hour television began in 1988, the majority of ITV 
regions broadcast a Jobfinder programme in the hour preceding the ITV Morning News. 
Also, for a short while in 1987, an Oracle-provided service preceding TV-am broadcasts, 
known as Daybreak, was broadcast before the start of TV-am's programming. 


ITV Nightscreen's origins can also be found in a programme simply titled Freescreen, 
which was made and screened by Meridian Broadcasting in its early years. The Meridian 
version mixed the teletext pages with local news stories and short videos made and 
sent in by viewers. 


Broadcasts[edit] 


ITV Nightscreen is broadcast on ITV, STV and UTV starting from when the last 
programme finishes and ending at 05:05 most weekdays and at 06:00 at weekends and 
holidays. ITV2 often broadcasts the filler starting at around 05:00 and ending at 06:00. 
Its availability on ITV3, ITV4, and itv be is dependent on how much unused time is left, 
and can sometimes last for as little as five minutes on 3, 4, and Encore (as teleshopping 
is shown on ITV3 and ITV4 between 03:00 and 06:00. Although not an ITV-branded 
channel, ITV's defunct Men & Motors channel would in its later years carry the filler from 
the close of programming until 06:00; between 06:00 and the start of programmes at 
11:00, M&M would broadcast an animated caption card or teleshopping presentations. 


In its early years, Nightscreen would take up most of the early morning schedule, often 
starting at 02:00 or 03:00 and finishing before the /TV News at 5:30. 


In December 2005, three months before the now defunct ITV Play began transmitting, a 
quiz show entitled Quizmania began broadcasting in the early hours on ITV. Subsequent 
programmes that followed were The Mint, Make Your Play and Glitterball. This resulted 
in Nightscreen being pushed back to just a half-hour service between 05:00 and 05:30. 


In 2008, largely as a result of widespread scandal surrounding phone-ins, ITV Play was 
permanently axed, since when Nightscreen now regularly runs from around 04:00. ITV_ 
Channel Television previously ran its own version of the service entitled Channe/ 
Nightscreen consisting of local news headlines and programming information. Channel 
Nightscreen was axed towards the end of 2011 shortly after ITV plc brought Channel 
Television. In mid-2010, ITV started airing The Zone for 2 hours, a gaming and shopping 
programme block, usually airing from 00:30 to 02:30, leaving Nightscreen often cut 
back to as little as an hour and sometimes removed from ITV's schedule altogether. 


In April 2010, STV launched its own Scottish night-time service, The Nightshift, 
broadcast in the STV Central region and consisting of programming highlights, news, 
competitions and viewers texts & emails read out by a live out-of-vision presenter. STV_ 
North continued to broadcast /TV Nightscreen until July 2010, when The Nightshift was 
extended to the North region. The programme included regional news opt-outs for the 
four STV sub-regions: Aberdeen & the North, Dundee & Tayside, Edinburgh & the East 
and Glasgow & the West. STV dropped The Nightshift from its schedules in June 2015, 
meaning Nightscreen was extended on the station, usually running from around 02:00 
until just after 05:00 (06:00 at the weekend). 


On 1 August 2019, home shopping channel Ideal World began simulcasting during part 
of the overnight period on ITV. Consequently, the two bursts of Nightscreen on UTV and 


Channel have now ceased as these regions now follow network scheduling due to there 
being no restrictions about them showing home shopping unlike the previous gaming 
programmes where play along was restricted. STV still shows the service from not long 
after 1 am till 5 or 6 am depending upon schedule requirements. Sometimes 
Nightscreen is scheduled between blocks of teleshopping on ITV2,3 and 4. On ITVBe, 
Nightscreen is shown for the small amount of time after the last programme before 5 or 
more hours of teleshopping is shown. Former itv channel ITV Encore used the service to 
fill left time in nighttime programming. The Citv channel does not use the service as 
their stream goes dead at their finish time. 


Other similar services[edit] 


Current[edit] 
RTE Aertel[edit] 


A similar filler to ITV Nightscreen was also provided by RTE, who currently uses this to 
fill airtime cheaply on RTE Two. It is very similar in fashion to ITV Nightscreen as it 
provides rolling teletext pages while RTE Two is not broadcasting. It has been criticised 
by many FAI League of Ireland fans who have dubbed the service "Errortel" due to the 
constant inaccuracies, delays & incorrect information with live scoring and reporting of 
games. 


Defunct[edit] 
Pages from Ceefax[edit] 


Ceefax was the BBC's teletext information service transmitted via the analogue signal, 
started in 1974 and continued to run until the UK analogue switch off in October 2012. 
In-vision Ceefax broadcasts started in 1980, initially as a daytime filler, but as 
programme hours expanded Ceefax was shown before the start of programming. From 
1995 until October 2012 they were seen on BBC Two late at night, most commonly at 
the weekend but occasionally during the week. The final broadcast was in the early 
hours of Monday 22 October 2012, two days before Ceefax was switched off when 
digital switchover was completed. Broadcasts on BBC One had ceased in November 
1997 when BBC News was launched as BBC One carries BBC News overnight although 
occasional Ceefax broadcasts were seen on BBC One Scotland. 


4-Tel On Viewlfedit] 


Originally broadcast on weekdays, it alternated with showings of the IBA ETP-1 testcard 
and Oracle On View. From 1983 until the start of Channel 4's breakfast television 
service in April 1989, the 4-Tel magazine ran for 15 minutes and was repeated several 
times each day with transmissions airing at increasingly earlier times of the day as 
Channel 4 expanded its broadcast hours. In April 1989 Channel 4 began broadcasting 
programming at breakfast and 4-Tel On View was reduced to a 40-minute slot between 
05:20 and 06:00 although from 1993 4-Tel was broadcast throughout Channel 4's 
closedown period. It was last seen in January 1997 as this was when Channel 4 began 
broadcasting a 24-hour television service. 


Oracle on View[edit] 


Was aired from 1983 until 1989 on Channel 4. The fifteen-minute bursts were originally 
broadcast at :30 to :45 minutes past the hour but changed to :15 to :30 minutes past in 
October 1984. Initially the pages were used to showcase various aspects of the Oracle 
service, alternating subject matter every so often, but from September 1987 Oracle On 


View featured a newsreel and a weather forecast. Oracle On View ended when Channel 
4 launched breakfast programming. 


S4C Closedown Screen[edit] 


A program which ran for 10 minutes after closedown and for 10 minutes before startup. 
It was phased out in the late 2000s. 
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United Kingdom Independent 
Broadcasting (UKIB) 


Formation 1981; 38 years ago 


Type Affiliation of broadcasters 


Membership ITV, Channel 4, S4C 


Official language English, Welsh 


United Kingdom Independent Broadcasting (UKIB) is an affiliation of 

three British independent television production companies and broadcasters. The 
primary function of its predecessor (ITCA, the Independent Television Companies 
Association) was to represent independent British television interests as a member of 
the European Broadcasting Union (EBU). The members of UKIB are the ITV Network 
Centre, the 17 ITV Companies, Channel 4, and S4C. 


History[edit] 


United Kingdom Independent Broadcasting (UKIB )!etenneeae was formed in 1981, when 
the Association of Independent Radio Contractors (AIRC) was admitted as an active 
member of the European Broadcasting Union (EBU). It replaced Independent 
Broadcasting Authority (IBA, formerly Independent Television Authority or ITA) as the 
second British EBU member. Once ITCA was admitted as a fully active EBU member, the 
AIRC joined with ITA to form the Commercial Radio Companies Association (CRCA) in 
1996, lcitation needed CRCA cancelled its EBU membership #7220 by the end of 2002. 


The IBA continued to exist until it was disbanded by the Broadcasting Act 1990, which 
replaced it with the Independent Television Commission (ITC) and the Radio Authority. 


Members[edit] 
: 7 Broadc Parent EBU 
Service Licence ast SA 
Broadcast area Š compan | abbreviatio 
name holder2! Since®* 
e1] y n 
ITV Network 
ITV United Kingdom, ITV Network S 
STV Channel Islands, Umted 1955 Gia UKIB/ITV 
UTV and Isle of Man = id 
plc 
ITV (Channel 3) Companies 
ITV Anglia East of England ITV 1959 ITV plc UKIB/ITV/ANG 


Broadcastin 


England-Scotland Uy 
ITV Border g Broadcastin ITV plc UKIB/ITV/BTV 
border se 
g Limited 
ITV 
ITV Central Midlands's*te2! Broadcastin ITV plc UKIB/ITV/CEN 
g Limited 
ITV 
HV Channel | channel islands Broadcastin ITV plc | UKIB/ITV/CHA 
Television Nee 
g Limited 
North West ITV 
ITV Granada | England™*: and Isle | Broadcastin ITV plc UKIB/ITV/GRA 
of Manne“ g Limited 
ITV 


IV ITV 
London Weekday Broadcastin ITV plc 
ton g Limited 
UKIB/ITV/LDN 
TV ITV 
London (LWT | London Weekend Broadcastin ITV plc 
) g Limited 
South and South Lay 
ITV Meridian Broadcastin ITV plc UKIB/ITV/MER 
East England SAE 
g Limited 
ITV Tyne e 
oa North East England | Broadcastin ITV plc UKIB/ITV/TT1 
Tees Sie 
g Limited 


ITV Wales Wales ITV ITV plc UKIB/ITV/ 
Broadcastin 


ITV 
ITV West West of England Broadcastin | 1958 ITV plc eels 
sae WEST 
g Limited 
ITV West y 
EAE South West England | Broadcastin | 1961 ITV plc UKIB/ITV/WES 
Country Ae 
g Limited 
Yorkshire, Lincolnshi | ITV 
ITV Yorkshire | re, and Broadcastin | 1956 ITV plc UKIB/ITV/YTV 
North Norfolk g Limited 
Sin 
STV Central | Central Scotland | STV Central | 3957 | Group | UKIB/STV 
Limited plc 


STV 
STVNorth |NorthernScotland A NTH |496) e | UKIB/STVN 
Sa Tae Sao ae Limited plc 


Northern Ireland UTV Limited | 1959 ITV plc UKIB/ITV/UTV 


Channel. 
England, Scotland, R 
Channel 4 Wales, and Northern Channel 4 1982 ate UKIB/C4 
Irelands! = 
Corporat 
ion 


Sianel 4 


Cymru/Cha 24C 
SAC Wales se Fi 1982 Authorit | UKIB/S4C 
Wales y 


Digital channels[edit] 


Besides the main ITV, Channel 4, and S4C channels, there are several digital-only 
channels (ITV2, ITV3, ITV4, and CITV) owned by ITV plc and E4, More4 and Film4, 
operated by Channel 4. 


Eurovision Song Contest[edit] 


The United Kingdom's entries in the Eurovision Song Contest have been entered by 
the BBC each time. However, the United Kingdom's Junior Eurovision Song 

Contest entries were broadcast and entered by ITV in 2003, 2004, 

and 2005. S4C announced on 9 May 2018 that Wales will debut at the Junior Eurovision 
Song Contest 2018 to be held in Minsk, Belarus. 


Notes and references[edit] 
Footnotes[edit] 


m 


^ First broadcast in that region and not since the first franchises were held 

2. ^ Up to 1968, the service for the Midlands region was provided by ATV for Monday to 
Friday and by ABC Television for weekends. 

3. ^ Up to 1968, the service for a single Northern area consisting of both the current North 
West region and most of the current Yorkshire region was provided by Granada 
Television for Monday to Friday and by ABC Television for weekends. 

4. ^ Coverage was transferred from ITV Border and Tyne Tees to ITV Granada following DSO 
in the Isle of Man in July 2009. 

5. ^ Now available in Wales but is designated for the rest of the United Kingdom 
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e UTV 
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Television Sales and Marketing Services Ltd[edit] 


In 1989,2 Central Independent Television sales managing director, Dick Emery, 

“ and Anglia Television sales managing director, Tim Wooton, established Te/evision 
Sales and Marketing Services Ltd (TSMS), the first joint venture (sales house) which 
provided airtime sales and programme sponsorships. The company was created to deal 
with contracting advertising sales for the two companies and to provide better 
resources to overcome the problems and reduce costs. 


In 1991, TSMS acquired the airtime sales operation of Ulster Television and Border 
Television. Dick Emery then left the company to join the board of ITN as its first 
commercial director. In September 1992 the advertising share and revenue of Central 
(5%) and Anglia (1.4%) both increased, which drew praise from the advertising sector 
and companies. 


In July 1993, a new joint advertising company, Merlin, was created by Meridian 
Broadcasting, HTV, Westcountry Television, Channel Television, and S4C, mainly run by 
Meridian and HTV.2 In March 1994, Anglia acquired Central's 43% stake and Tim 
Wooton's 14% stake in the company to take full control of operations. Central left the 
company and moved over to Carlton Communications's sales house operations,“ while 
TSMS merged with Merlin, which had only been trading between the beginning of 
January and the end of July. In October 1994, TSMS took over the responsibility of 
Scottish Television's and Grampian Television's sale operations.“ TSMS acted as 
consultant to international broadcasters such as BBC Select, Nederland 1 in 

the Netherlands. 


In January 1997, Tim Wooton become chief executive of TSMS, before leaving the 
company to join ZenithOptimedia, a media buying agency, in April 1997. On certain 
occasions the sales house did not deliver on improved growth, in early 1997, HTV 
reported reduced profits, compared to the year before. It entered into a new contract 
with TSMS, with penalties if it did not meet its goal in raising HTV's share.22 


In 2000, Granada Media bought out United News & Media (owners of TSMS) and it was 
merged with Laser Sales on 1 October 2000. HTV, Grampian TV, Scottish TV 
and Westcountry Television left the company to join up with Carlton's sales house. 


Laser Sales[edit] 


Laser Sales was set up by LWT in 1990; the sales team also dealt with TVS. In October 
1993, Yorkshire Television's and Tyne Tees Television's sales operations, MAS, become 
part of Laser Sales.24 


Before Granada controlled Laser Sales, the company in July 1993 created a northern 
advertising sales company,The Time Exchange, along with Scottish Television which 
also dealt with Border and Grampian.” 


In January 1994, Granada took over LWT, which resulted in the deal being in breach of 
regulation due to the amount of airtime being controlled by one company, which 
resulted in Scottish and Grampian leaving the operation to join TSMS."2 Laser Sales by 
autumn 1994, covered LWT, Granada, Yorkshire, and Tyne Tees. 


Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television suggested it might terminate its contract with Laser 
Sales due to the continual decline in advertising revenue which was in part of 
speculations that Granada was planning to buy Yorkshire-Tyne Tees Television22] which 
happened eight months later. 


Carlton UK Sales[edit] 


In January 1994, Carlton took over Central Independent Television. After restructuring 
the two companies, the sales operations were merged into one on 1 September 1994.24 


In late 2000, after the merger of Laser Sales and TSMS, SMG (which by now 
owned Scottish TV and Grampian TV), HTV, and Westcountry Television switched its 
sales contract to Carlton on 1 January 2001.42 


See also[edit] 


e ITV (TV network) 
e ITV (TV channel 
e History of ITV 
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ITV 50 was a Special event around September 2005, celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of the ITV terrestrial television network's launch; the official anniversary was stated as 
being 22 September, the anniversary of the first ITV region, Associated-Rediffusion, 
beginning broadcasts. 


Other regions, though not launched in 1955, were also involved in the celebrations, 
broadcasting network and local ITV50 celebration programming. All ITV plc regions 
received ITV50 presentational material including branded graphics and station 

idents. STV (then Scottish and Grampian) and UTV screened much of the networked ITV 
50 content, using some of the ITV 50 presentation. 


Introduction[edit] 


In September 2005, the ITV network celebrated its fiftieth anniversary with a season of 
ITV 50 programming that was run on the network, including a run down of ITV's 50 top 
programmes presented by Phillip Schofield and Cat Deeley, a World of 

Sport retrospective, a seven-week Gameshow Marathon presented by Ant & Dec, the 
launch of an "Avenue Of The Stars", and most notably, a five-part documentary series 
narrated by Melvyn Bragg which chronicled ITV's history. The regional companies owned 
by ITV plc also aired special regional retrospectives (even though none of them were 
themselves fifty years old), as well as using special ITV 50 station identification. While 
Scottish Television, Grampian Television, and UTV aired the network ITV 50 
programming, they did not themselves air regional programmes of this sort, nor did 
they use the special identification. ITN also celebrated its fiftieth anniversary with 
special features in its programming. 


Special products[edit] 


There were a number of special products released to mark the anniversary. The Post 
Office issued special ITV 50 postage stamps. A book, 'ITV: The People's Channel’, was 
published. Two CD compilations of music from ITV programmes were released. 


Associated releases[edit] 
Books[edit] 
e ITV: The People's Channel 


e ITV Culture: Independent Television Over Fifty Years 
e Fifty Years of ITV (Piano solo book) 


Albums [edit] 


e ITV 50: The Album 
e ITV 50 Cult Themes 


DV Ds[edit] 
e 50 Years of Entertaining the Nation 


See also[edit] 


e History of ITV 

e ITV plc 

e List of ITV channels 
e ITV (TV network) 
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BritBox 
Type of Joint venture 


business 
Type of site OTT platform 
Available in English 


Area served United Kingdom 
United States 


Canada 


Owner BritBox LLC (North America)™ 
BritBox SVOD Limited (UK)?! 


Founder(s) BBC 


ITV 


Key people Soumya Sriraman 


(President, North America) 


Industry Entertainment, Internet 


Products Streaming media 


Video on demand 


Services Film production 
Film distribution 


Television production 


Parent BBC Studios (10%) & ITV plc (90%) 


Divisions North America 


UK Streaming 


Website www.britbox.com (US/CAN) 


www.britbox.co.uk (UK) 


Registration Required 


Users 650,000 subscribers (United States & 
Canada) 


Launched March 7, 2017; 2 years ago (United States) 
February 14, 2018; 22 months 
ago (Canada) 
November 7, 2019; 37 days ago (United 


Kingdom) 


Current stat Active 


us 


BritBox (stylised britbox) is a digital video subscription service created by BBC 
Studios and ITV plc, serving the United Kingdom, United States and Canada.2™ The 
service in North America is owned by BritBox LLC, and in the UK by BritBox SVOD Ltd, 
joint ventures of BBC Studios and ITV plc. BritBox is focused on British television 

series and films, mainly featuring current and past series and films supplied from 

UK public service broadcasters, initially the BBC and ITV, with Channel 5 and Channel 
4 (with Film4) joining later, with Comedy Central UK also providing content. It is said to 


feature the biggest collection of British box-sets available in one place, with more 
original programming for the service is set to be available on BritBox from 2020. 
BritBox's focus on British Content, has led to the service being described as a 'Niche 
Streaming Service’ in the U.S." 


BritBox's launch in the United States was announced in December 2016, with it 
launching on 7 March 2017.‘ It launched in Canada on 14 February 2018 and 
proposals for a UK launch were finalised on 27 February 2019, with the service 
launching in the United Kingdom on 7 November 2019." 


ITV owns 90% of the joint venture, with BBC Studios holding the remainder 10%, with 
the option of increasing their share to 25%. AMC Networks, the BBC's partner on its US 
cable channel BBC America, has a non-voting minority stake in the U.S. service, since 
they have a vested stake in RLJ Entertainment (who owns a rival British TV 

service Acorn TV.)2%4 Channel 4 currently has no equity share in any of the platforms. 


Some series, such as Coronation Street, have new episodes available within a day after 
their British premiere on the North American platform, although generally within just a 
few hours of its UK airing. 


It reported a subscriber base of 250,000 within a year since launching in the US." It 
was last reported to boast 650,000 subscribers from the North American platform.) 


Platforms[edit] 
Content between platforms[edit] 


The list of available programmes differs between the US, Canada and UK platforms. 

ua For example, BritBox carries Coronation Street in the US but not in Canada, where 
the corresponding rights have long been held by CBC Television. Meanwhile, in the UK, 
TV shows, especially produced by independent production companies (like the BBC 
show Peaky Blinders) may appear on the UK BritBox, as the BBC or ITV have the 
domestic broadcasting rights, but may not be available on BritBox elsewhere, due to the 
independent production companies giving international rights to services like Netflix. 
This means that depending on whether the BBC and ITV owns only the domestic rights, 
programming on UK BritBox may not also be available on its American and Canadian 
platforms.» Alternatively, shows like Living the Dream may not appear on the UK 
BritBox, as it is broadcast by Sky and available on Sky's streaming service Now TV in 
the UK, but currently appears on the US BritBox.2# 


BBC and ITV content currently on other streaming services are likely to be exclusive to 
BritBox once the other SVOD licences expire, therefore potentially leading to harmony 
in programming between the platforms. However, the full details will be confirmed when 
both ITV and the BBC finalise their formal legal agreement.24 Any original content 
produced for BritBox is set to be exclusively on BritBox. 


Content co-produced between British Broadcasters and Larger SVODs, like Netflix and 
Prime Video, will not be available on all or any BritBox platforms.,“£ these include shows 
like Bodyguard in which a BritBox Spokesperson said "can't come back home", and who 
added that “going forward, we [BritBox] won't license things to Netflix and Amazon in 
the first place because we now have a home, a streaming service in the UK”,42 they also 
added that in response to not licensing to other SVODs, since its focus is on UK- 
produced series, the platform would not compete to acquire the rights to US or 
international shows.2 


Recently aired or current shows made for the BBC, ITV, Channel 5 and Channel 4 
terrestrially in the United Kingdom, would appear on their VOD services, BBC 

iPlayer, ITV Hub, My5 and All 4 respectively before BritBox. These shows would then 
move to BritBox at a later date, then be exclusive to BritBox once the shows have 
expired on the terrestrial VOD,“ which is 30 days for ITV Hub and My5, 31 days for All 4 
and 12 months for BBC iPlayer.2! 


New content not made exclusively for BritBox, but for the BBC, may not be available on 
BritBox platforms outside the UK, due to deals struck with other SVODs such as HBO 
Max and Discovery.” 


United States[edit] 
Launchfedit] 


BritBox's launch in the United States was announced in December 2016, it launched on 
7 March 2017.& 


Initial programming on U.S. launch[edit] 


Among the shows offered upon BritBox's initial launch, were the US premieres of New 
Blood and Tutankhamun. |n addition, other episodes of new programming available 
on the service include: 


Title Genre Sama aaan SE Hote 
Casualty | Medical drama BBC U.S, Canada | RENEE | aa 
Ge ae soap opera ITV U.S, Canada eas 
EastEnders | Soap opera BBC U.S, Canada a 
Emmerdale | Soap opera ITV U.S, Canada ng 
Holby City | Medical drama BBC U.S, Canada eter 
Inside No. 9 | Black comedy, Anthology BBC U.S, Canada | Renewe | 2 


series, Comedy-drama, Horr 


Programming for 2017[edit] 


In its debut year of 2017, the service also focused on much of the classic catalogue of 
British television such as: 


e Absolutely Fabulous 
e Agatha Christie's Poirot: The Early Cases (Seasons 1-6) 
e Are You Being Served? 


e As Time Goes By 
e Blackadder 


e Bleak House 

e Brideshead Revisited 

e Cold Feet 

e Cracker 

e Dalziel and Pascoe 

e The Darling Buds of May 
e Desperate Romantics 

e Doctor Who (1963-1989) 
e Fawlty Towers 

e Gavin & Stacey 

e Hetty Wainthropp Investigates 
e Inspector Morse 

e Keeping Up Appearances 


e Maigret 
e Marley's Ghosts 
e Merlin 


e Miss Marple 
e The Moonstone 


New Blood 

NW 

The Office (UK)* 
Prime Suspect 

Red Dwarf 
Rosemary & Thyme 
Scott & Bailey 
Sharpe?” 

Sherlock Holmes 
Silent Witness 
Upstairs Downstairs 
Vera 

The Young Ones 


*Shared with HBO Max when it launches in 2020. 


In 2017, it was said there are more than 2,000 of hours of programming available on 
launch. A BritBox spokesperson said this number will change, as new shows are “added 
daily.” 


More than 3,600 hours of programming are currently“! available, with new shows 
“added daily". The programming is offered without commercial interruption. 22 


Content made by/for ITV and the BBC which is currently licensed to other streaming 
platforms like Netflix, would be removed once their licences expire. 


On August 1, 2019, upcoming HBO Max announced its acquisition of library rights to 
several BBC Studios series, including the first 11 seasons of the 2005 Doctor 

Who revival, as well as future seasons 12-14. The Honourable Woman, Luther, Top 
Gear, and the British version of The Office are also some other shows in the acquisition. 
HBO Max will also stream future seasons of Doctor Who after their initial run on BBC 
America. Newer Doctor Who would be exclusive to HBO Max, with the other shows in 


the deal sold on a Non-exclusive basis. 
it 


“BBA s iw 


BritBox Canada-inspired Stacked Logo 


Canada[edit] 


BritBox launched in Canada on 14 February 2018,4 on launch the service included a 
free 7-day trial and in which content can be streamed on the web, on a iOS app, Apple 
TV, Android, Chromecast and Roku. It comes with a free 7-day introductory trial, and 
priced at $8.99 CAD per month on launch.® Users who signed up for the service in the 
U.S. will not be able to access their subscription in Canada. 


The catalogue of content on the Canadian platform is hugely similar to the American 
platform, but minor differences do exist, for example Coronation Street isn't on 
Canadian BritBox, due to CBC Television holding the Canadian broadcasting rights. 


United Kingdom[edit] 


oritoox 


BritBox UK Logo 


In February 2019, it was announced that BritBox would be launched in the UK later in 
the year as a rival to Netflix.2#2 Journalist Mark Lawson likened the proposed project 

to BBC Worldwide's previous failed platform, Project Kangaroo, which was expected to 
launch in 2008, and described it as "bizarre" and "hugely risky".22 In March 

2019, Channel 4 confirmed interest in collaborating with the BBC and ITV. 

ga Currently, McMafia, Last Tango in Halifax, Les Misérables and the sitcom Gavin & 
Stacey have been confirmed to be available on the UK version.2% 


In July 2019, the BBC and ITV announced they had signed an agreement to launch 
BritBox in the UK in the last quarter of 2019.24 The platform will launch with a monthly 
£5.99 cost for HD viewing and multi-screen viewing.” 


On 20 September 2019, ITV announced they had reached a deal with Viacom for 
Channel 5 and Comedy Central UK content. This was followed by an announcement on 
27 September that Samsung TVs, Freeview Play and YouView would be the first 
distribution platforms 23 


In October 2019, BritBox launched its "testing phase" in the United Kingdom, in which 
users can sign up for a free trial to have a "Snapshot of what will be there at launch".24 


One day before UK launch, on 6 November 2019, the Guardian reported that Channel 4 
is to join BritBox after the two signed a 3-year deal to provide 1000+ hours of content 
from All 4 "with a range of comedy, drama and non-scripted programmes from across 
the service, including new series, and for the first time to any streamer, an exclusive 
Film4 curated service featuring iconic British films".2#22 This means for the first time, all 
the UK's traditional channels have managed to successfully bring together programmes 
on a single streaming service. Channel 4 content will be available on BritBox from 
Spring 2020 and Film4 content later in 2020, with recently aired content being only 
available on BritBox 31 days after the airing of the last episode on Channel 4.22 Channel 
4 currently has not taken an equity stake in BritBox. 


BritBox launched in the UK on 7 November 2019 with a 30-day free trial and a 
subscription price of £5.99 per month with no minimum term contract.24 


Other markets[edit] 


BritBox currently only has platforms in the United States, United Kingdom and Canada, 
however on 15 October 2019, BBC Studios global distribution president Paul Dempsey 
admitted there were more markets where the UK-skewing service could work. 


Original content[edit] 


In September 2017, BritBox released a reconstruction of the Doctor Who story The 
Wheel in Space using the surviving episodes and reconstruction using Tele-snaps.2# In 
July 2018, The Bletchley Circle: San Francisco made its debut, the first original drama 
series in which BritBox held a direct production role. 


More original content is set to be commissioned and produced for 2020, following the 
platform's UK launch, with the BBC Media Centre stating "The first new show is 
expected to be commissioned soon and will be available to BritBox viewers from 2020". 
401 The goal is to offer exclusive content only available on BritBox, rather than BBC and 
ITV's UK VOD services BBC iPlayer and ITV Hub. The annual budget for original 
programming will be in the tens of millions of pounds according to BBC News.“ 


ITV has pledged to invest up to £65m in the joint venture over the next two years, and 
the BBC has said their pledge would be in the "tens of millions".22 


Dramal[edit] 


Title Genre Premiere 
The Bletchley Circle: San Francisco Crime mystery July 25, 2018 


Participating broadcasters[edit] 


In addition, of containing the catalogues of BBC and ITV television, BritBox includes 
content from Channel 4 (including Film4), and ViacomCBS through the UK 
channels Channel 5 and of Comedy Central. 


Other potential networks to offer content or ownership of BritBox 

include: NBCUniversal (owned by Comcast) and BT. Such collaboration would greatly 
increase BritBox's catalogue and financial resources when competing with other 
streaming platforms like Netflix, Disney+ and Prime Video. BT and NBCUniversal were 
reportedly in early talks with BritBox, but the progress of the talks have yet to be 
stated, with NBCUniversal launching their own streaming service, 'Peacock' in the US in 
20204 and its parent Comcast owning Sky's UK streaming service Now TV, making 
collaboration with NBCUniversal unlikely. BT has since signed a partnership with BritBox 
in which the service will complement it own content. 


Arran Tindall, Senior Vice President, Commercial & Content Distribution, Viacom 
International Media Networks said: “Under Viacom’s ownership we have significantly 
increased Channel 5’s investment in original UK content and we’re delighted to bring 
our popular homegrown content to an even wider audience through BritBox, alongside a 
selection of Comedy Central’s much-loved UK programming.” following the 
announcement that Viacom content of Channel 5 and Comedy Central UK would be 
joining the service. 421 


In the early days of BritBox, Channel 4 was reportedly in talks with BritBox for a long 
period, ITV chief executive Carolyn McCall confirmed to RadioTimes.com that talks are 
"continuing" with Channel 4 and said that they will “welcome Channel 4 to BritBox". 
31 On 6 November, the Guardian reported that Channel 4 is to join BritBox, with its 
content expected to be available on the service from early 2020.22 


However, Channel 4 is a publisher-broadcaster, therefore required to commission UK 
content from the independent production companies and currently works with around 
300 creative companies across the UK every year, leading Channel 4 to potentially 
lack the rights to many of the shows it broadcasts. Many independent broadcasters 
waver these rights in order to strike more lucrative deals with larger SVODs while 
retaining control over their intellectual property. This would therefore potentially cause 
the UK platform to have differing content from the North American platform. 


Content co-produced between British Broadcasters and Larger SVODs, like Netflix and 
Prime Video, will not be available on all or any BritBox platforms.,#£ these include shows 
like Bodyguard in which a BritBox Spokesperson said "can't come back home", and who 
added that “going forward, we [BritBox] won't license things to Netflix and Amazon in 
the first place because we now have a home, a streaming service in the UK”.22 


The BBC, however, makes much of its content via BBC Studios, as does ITV with ITV 
Studios, and in some instances, for each other, leading to the rights to their 
programming to be in their control.24 


BritBox content providers 
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Excluded content[edit] 
‘Inappropriate’ content[edit] 


A big part of the BritBox catalogue is the extensive archives of the public service 
broadcasters, BritBox faces the challenge of hosting content which contains outdated 
stereotypes and opinions. In response to this, BritBox has announced that it would not 
include classic homegrown series that are deemed to be inappropriate for modern 
audiences. 


BritBox bosses have said a range of classic shows, such as the BBC's Till Death Us Do 
Part and ITV's Love Thy Neighbour, will not appear on the service because of content 
deemed racist or otherwise unacceptable. Reemah Sakaan, the senior ITV executive 
responsible for launching the subscription video-on-demand service, said “We also 
recomply everything that goes on to BritBox [with modern TV viewing standards]. 
There’s also the ability to create bespoke warnings around key programming.” 


Sakaan confirmed that Till Death Us Do Part, first aired on BBC1 in 1965, which features 
the bigoted character Alf Garnett, and ITV's 1970s series Love Thy Neighbour, a sitcom 


about a West Indian couple who move next door to a White British couple, will not 
appear on the service. It Ain’t Half Hot Mum, the BBC comedy about a military band in 
India during the second world war, will also be absent. Some individual episodes of 
some beloved shows that appear on BritBox such as BBC's Only Fools and 

Horses and Fawlty Towers can be also deemed ‘inappropriate’ therefore eligible to be 
removed. However, it is understood that no Fawlty Towers episodes will be cut from the 
service but will run with warnings of offensive language instead.“ 


New BBC content[edit] 


The sale of rights to BBC content has caused some reporters to be wary of BritBox's 
viability as a platform for new content, due to deals with larger SVODs to exclusively 
stream newer BBC content.“2 However, many BBC Studios' deals have given licences to 
some of its content to many other SVODs on a non-exclusive basis. With newer or co- 
produced series more likely to be exclusive to certain SVODs. 


HBO Max[edit] 


The 11 series of 2005 revival and future series 13 and 14 of Doctor Who will be 
exclusive to stream on HBO Max in the US, following a deal struck between the two, on 
August 1, 2019.“4 Other content from BBC Studios such as The Honourable 

Woman, Luther, Top Gear, and the British version of The Office would be available on 
HBO Max on a non-exclusive basis, meaning they would potentially be also available on 
BritBox.#! 


Discovery[edit] 


On April 1, 2019, a 10-year content partnership was struck between BBC Studios 

and Discovery, which will see Discovery become the exclusive global home of the BBC's 
landmark natural history programs including the Planet Earth, Blue 

Planet and Life franchises for SVOD. The Dynasties series, hosted by Sir David 
Attenborough, is included in the deal, as are future BBC-commissioned landmark series. 
This deal applies Worldwide except the UK, Ireland and Greater China, meaning such 
series may be unavailable on BritBox platforms outside the United Kingdom. Upcoming 
co-produced content between Discovery and BBC Studios would be exclusive to 
Discovery's upcoming streaming platform outside the UK. sasa 


The Discovery deal includes around 500 hours of non-exclusive content, which will still 
be available on other streaming services. A BBC Studios spokesperson told TBI that the 
relationship with Discovery is “very significant and important but it is not 100% 
exclusive on all titles in all regions and is therefore able to co-exist alongside regional 
deals of this type”, following BBC Studios' deal to provide factual content to Greek 
telco OTE’s pay-TV service Cosmote TV®", 


Information[edit] 
Requirements[edit] 


BritBox is only available to residents of the United States, Canada and the United 
Kingdom. UK residents can watch BritBox when temporarily outside the UK but within 
the EU.©21 US and Canadian residents can use BritBox in both the US and Canada (with 
differences in show availability due to rights restrictions) but it cannot be used outside 
of North America (including the UK version of BritBox while in the UK). 


Minimal technical requirements[edit] 
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Android 4.4 (Kitkat) or later 
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later 


browsers 
browsers 
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version ee 


Compatible devices[edit] 
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g Tizen | Samsung onwards) agreed to a co- te er 


Iv marketing app 2019 
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featured asa 
"Recommended 
App" on 
Samsung Smart 
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marketing 
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the TV device 
market heads 
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sales season 
around Black 
Friday and 
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manufacturer 
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The ability to US 
subscribe to 
Amazon 
Channels is 
exclusive to 
Prime 
members, but 
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subscription 
fees for 
individual 
channels. 
BritBox is an 
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channel for US 
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More connected TV platforms & devices to be added in 2020 for UK platform. 
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Channel Four Television Corporation 


Channel 4 headquarters, 124 Horseferry Road, London 


Type 


Industry 


Founded 


Headquarters 


Area served 


Key people 


Revenue 


Operating 
income 


Net income 


Total assets 


Statutory corporation 
Mass media 

2 November 1982; 37 years ago 
London, England, UK 
United Kingdom 

Isle of Man 

Guernsey 

Jersey 

Charles Gurassa 
(Chairman) 

Alex Mahon 


(Chief Executive) 


£960 million (2017)™2 


£49.3 million (2010)” 


£38.6 million (2010)” 


£458.3 million (2010)! 


Owner UK Government Investments 


Number of 727 (2010)2! 
employees 
Parent Department for Digital, Culture, 


Media and Sport 


Website channel4.com/info/corporate 


Channel Four Television Corporation is a publicly owned media company 
headquartered in London, United Kingdom." Its original and principal activity is the 
British national television network Channel 4. 


The company was founded in 1982 as Channel Four Television Company Limited, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of the IBA, and became an independent statutory 

corporation in 1993.2! November 1998 saw Channel Four expand beyond its remit of 
providing the ‘fourth service’ in a significant way, with the launch of FilmFour. Since 
then the corporation has been involved in a range of other activities, all in some way 
associated with the main channel, and mainly using the '4' brand. 


History[edit] 
See also: History of Channel 4 


Towards the end of the 1980s, the government began a radical process of re- 
organisation of the commercial broadcasting industry, = which was written onto the 
statute books by means of the Broadcasting Act 1990." Significantly, this meant the 
abolition of the IBA, and hence the Channel Four Television Company. The result led to 
the creation of a corporation to own and operate the channel, which would have greater 
autonomy and would eventually go on to establish its other operations. The new 
corporation, which became operational in 1993, was the Channel Four Television 
Corporation, and was created to replace the former broadcasting operations of the 
Channel Four Television Company. It remained publicly owned and was regulated by the 
new Independent Television Commission (ITC), created under the same act. The ITC and 
its duties were later replaced by Ofcom, which like its predecessor is responsible for 
appointing the Corporation's board, in agreement with the Secretary of State for 
Culture, Media and Sport.” 


In terms of the station's remit and other duties, the creation of the corporation meant 
little change; the new corporation would have to manage its own advertising, rather 
than this being carried out on its behalf by the local ITV contractors (see Funding). 


In March 2010, Channel Four Television Corporation and its Chief Executive were 
criticised by the Culture, Media and Sport select committee for breaking service 
commitments, a lack of transparency in accounting for digital channels, poor 
governance and failed investments .24 


In 2014, the Government drew up proposals to privatise the Channel Four Television 
Corporation. However, the proposal was rejected by the Liberal Democrat Business 
Secretary Vince Cable.“4 


Current operations/[edit] 


Television services[edit] 


Channel 4[edit] 
Main article: Channel 4 


Channel 4 is a national public-service television channel in the United Kingdom which 
began transmission on 2 November 1982. The channel was established to provide a 
fourth television service to the United Kingdom in addition to the two BBC services 
funded from the television licence, and the single commercial broadcasting 

network, ITV. 


Channel 4 is largely commercially self-funded. With the conversion of 

the Wenvoe transmitter in Wales to digital on 31 March 2010, Channel 4 became a UK- 
wide TV channel for the first time. The channel is known for broadcasting a variety of 
programmes aimed at the public's interest. Its aim is to "champion unheard voices, take 
bold risks and stand up for diversity." The broadcaster's news department Channel 4 
News is broadcast weekday evenings at 7:00pm - 8:00pm, with a five minute summary 
at 12:00pm. It's broadcast on weekends as well, with one bulletin every evening for 
thirty minutes. 


Pil 4, €4, Hores share of viewing November 98 to 27 jety OF 


Channel 4 digital channels viewing figures 1998-2008 


Film4[edit] 
Main article: Film4 


Channel Four launched a subscription film channel, FilmFour, on 1 November 1998. It 
was available on digital satellite television and digital cable. Companion services, such 
as FilmFour+1, FilmFour World and FilmFour Extreme were also available on some 
digital services. In 2003 Extreme and World were discontinued, and replaced with 
FilmFour Weekly. FilmFour Weekly closed in July 2006, when the main, newly named 
Film4 channel went free-to-view and became available on digital terrestrial. The 
switchover to digital terrestrial was heavily advertised. The adverts featured Lucy 

Liu, Christian Slater, Ewan McGregor, Judi Dench, Gael Garcia Bernal, Willem 


Dafoe, Mackenzie Crook, Rhys Ifans and Ray Winstone declaring "Film4 is now free" in 
various situations across London. It remains the only film channel available free on 
digital terrestrial television. 


When Channel 4 had the rights to broadcast Test cricket in England, the downtime of 
the FilmFour channel was often used to broadcast uninterrupted coverage of a match 
when the main channel was committed elsewhere, usually to racing. At these times 
FilmFour was available unencrypted and free-to-air. 


E4f[edit] 
Main article: E4 (TV channel) 


E4, a digital entertainment channel previously available on the Internet, with a target 
age range of 16-34, was launched on 18 January 2001. It features premiéres of US 
imports and supplementary footage for programmes on its main channel (most notably 
extended Big Brother coverage). 


In 2005 the channel launched on digital terrestrial. E4 is widely available in Ireland, in 
close to 70% of homes, being carried on the Virgin Media Ireland cable network and also 


on Sky. The channel operates an advertising opt-out, allowing advertisers to directly 
target Irish audiences. 


More4[edit] 
Main article: More4 


More4 is a channel aimed at those aged 35-60. Launched on 10 October 2005, it carries 
news and nightly discussion programmes, such as More4 News, an extension of Channel 
4 News that attempts to look "beyond the headlines", giving in-depth analysis. 
4Music[edit] 

Main article: 4Music 


Launched in August 2008, 4Music is a Channel 4-branded channel within The Box Plus 
Network, showing music videos and entertainment programmes. 


4seven[edit] 
Main article: 4seven 


Channel Four launched 4seven on 4 July 2012.34. The channel offers audiences the 
chance to catch-up on the top-rated programming from Channel Four's boutique of 
channels over the past week. The channel is available 

on Freesat, Freeview, Sky and Virgin Media. 


Timeshifted channelsf[edit] 


Channel Four runs timeshift variants of its services (except 4Music and 4seven) on all 
digital platforms.2= In 2007, Channel 4 was the first terrestrial broadcaster in the United 
Kingdom to offer a time-shift variant of its main channel. In common with many other 
broadcasters, these channels output exactly the same programmes and continuity as 
was broadcast an hour previously, and are titled with the station name followed by a 
"+1" suffix. 


The Box Plus Network[edit] 
Main article: The Box Plus Network 


In July 2007, Channel Four bought 50% of Box Television Ltd for £28 million from Emap 
plc. Emap's stake was transferred to new owners, Bauer Consumer Media, following 
Bauer's acquisition of Emap's publishing and radio businesses. In 2015, Box Television 


was renamed to The Box Plus Network with a new look and logo. Box operates seven 
music TV stations (The Box, Box Upfront, Box Hits, 4Music, Kiss, Magic and Kerrang!). 


Film production[edit] 
Main article: Film4 Productions 


Channel Four has had a long record of success in funding the production of films 
through Channel Four Films, renamed FilmFour in 1998 to coincide with the launch of its 
digital channel of the same name. Notable successes include The Madness of King 
George, The Crying Game, Four Weddings and a Funeral and Trainspotting. 


Internet services[edit] 
Channel4.com[edit] 


The channel4.com website offers detailed programme information, highlights, and chats 
with actors and presenters of all Channel Four channels. It also has in-depth sections 
including news, film, homes, sport, and more. Its learning sections are often used by 
many for educational needs. 


4mations[edit] 
Main article: 4mations 


In January 2008, Channel Four joined with Aardman Animations and Lupus Films to 
create 4mations, a user-generated content animation portal, similar 
to Aniboom or MyToons. 


All 4[edit] 
Main article: All 4 


All 4 is a video on demand service from Channel Four. Launched on 16 November 2006 
as 40D, the service offers a variety of programmes recently shown on Channel 

4, E4, More4 or from their archives. However, some programmes and films are not 
available, due to rights issues. 


4Ventures[edit] 


In 2001, 4Ventures was created as the parent body of Channel 4's commercial 
activities, rather than public-service obligations, with the intent of making profits which 
would serve to subsidise the main Channel 4. 


Following the sale of Quiz Call (a gaming channel operated by the then-owned 
subsidiary Ostrich Media) in 2006, a restructure of 4Ventures saw many of its activities 
re-integrated back into the main channel's operations (including day-to-day running of 
E4, Film4 and More4). 


4Rights[edit] 


4Rights was formed from an amalgamation of Channel 4 International and Channel 4 
Consumer Products. As part of the restructure, much of the 4Ventures management 
team either left the company - former chief executive (and Channel 4 commercial 
director) Rob Woodward, and managing director Anmar Kawash took similar posts 

at STV Group plc - or transferred to other posts within Channel 4. 


In 2007, the UK-based independent distribution group Digital Rights Group (DRG) 
announced an intention to buy Channel 4 International (adding it to Zeal and ID 
Distribution among its other companies), following a review by Channel 4 of its 


commercial division. The deal was completed in November of the same year." The 
Consumer Products division was retained by Channel 4 as part of a new, restructured, 
A4Rights division. 


Former operations[edit] 


Television services[edit] 


At the Races[edit] 
Main article: At the Races 


In 2000, Channel Four launched a dedicated horse racing channel, At the Races, in 
conjunction with British Sky Broadcasting and Arena Leisure plc, owner of 28 of Britain's 
racecourses. The channel ceased broadcasting in 2003 owing to financial problems, but 
was subsequently restructured and re-launched (without Channel 4's involvement) in 
June 2004 and it is branded with almost identical livery as Sky Sports. Channel 4's 
racing coverage, renamed to incorporate "At the Races" in the title, returned to its 
original name of Channel 4 Racing when the channel left involvement with At the Races. 
Channel 4 racing programmes now feature close co-operation with rival digital racing 
channel Racing UK, who sub-licence the live rights and share the same production 
company. Channel 4 cross-promote Racing UK's coverage of the day's racing during its 
broadcasts. 


Radio[edit] 


4 Digital Group[edit] 
Main article: 4 Digital Group 


Channel Four was the leading member of the 4 Digital Group consortium, which 
included Bauer Radio, BSkyB and UTV as partners. In July 2007 the group was awarded 
a 12-year licence to operate the second national DAB radio multiplex after having 
defeated its only rival, National Grid Wireless, in the three-month bidding process."4 


The service would have operated ten radio stations, including Channel 4 Radio, E4 
Radio, Sky News Radio and Radio Disney (in association with Disney). Some of the 
services, especially Channel 4 Radio and E4 Radio, would have competed directly with 
national BBC Radio stations. Podcast and text services were also to have been provided. 
281 |In October 2008, Channel 4 announced that it was abandoning its plans for digital 
radio stations." 


4radio[edit] 


In 2006 and 2007, the 4radio brand was used for podcasts delivered by Channel 4 
Radio.224 A small amount of 4radio-branded content was heard on Oneword until its 
closure in January 2008. 

Oneword[edit] 

Main article: Oneword 


Oneword was a digital radio station featuring the spoken word, launched in 2000 

by UBC. In early 2005 Channel Four purchased a minority stake, and later that year paid 
£1 million to increase its stake to 51%. On 4 January 2007 it was announced that 
Channel Four had sold its shares back to UBC for £1.22 The station ceased broadcasting 
on 11 January 2008. 


Teletext services[edit] 


4-Tel/FourText[edit] 
Main article: FourText 


Channel Four originally licensed an ancillary teletext service to provide schedules, 
programme information and features. The original service was called 4-Tel and was 
provided in collaboration with Oracle.22 In 1993, with Oracle losing its franchise 

to Teletext Ltd, the running of 4-Tel was taken over by Intelfax,22 and in 2002 was 
renamed FourText. 


Teletext on 4[edit] 


In 2003, Channel Four awarded Teletext Ltd a 10-year contract to run an ancillary 
teletext service, named Teletext on 4, on a number of its channels. The service was 
provided on both Channel 4 analogue and digital television services, "Channel 4", "E4" 
and "More4". This has now been ceased and Teletext is no longer available on Channel 
4, ITV and Channel 5. Teletext is still used on 4Music. 


Corporate affairs[edit] 
Senior management[edit] 


Channel Four is overseen by a chairman and run on an operational basis by a chief 
executive, whose role can be compared to that of the Director-General of the BBC. The 
chief executive is appointed by the chairman, which is a part-time position appointed 
by Ofcom. 


Chairmen[edit] 


e Edmund Dell (1982-1987) 

e Richard Attenborough (1987-1992) 
e Michael Bishop (1993-1997) 

e Vanni Treves (1998-2003) 

e Luke Johnson (2004-2010) 

e Terry Burns (2010-2016) 

e Charles Gurassa (2016 - present) 


Deputy Chairmen[edit] 


e Richard Attenborough (1982-1987) 
e David Puttnam 


Chief Executives[edit] 


e jeremy Isaacs (1981-1987) 

e Michael Grade (1988-1997) 

e Michael Jackson (1997-2002) 

e Mark Thompson (March 2002 - June 2004) 

e Andy Duncan (July 2004 - November 2009) 

e Anne Bulford (Interim) (November 2009 - January 2010) 

e David Abraham (January 2010 - October or November 2017) 
e Alex Mahon (October or November 2017-) 


Financial information[edit] 


Channel Four's total revenue for the year to 31 December 2005 was £894.3 million, of 
which £735.2 million was generated by its main channel, and the remainder by its 
subsidiaries channels, sales of programming rights to other broadcasters, Film Four, and 
"new media". Operating profits for the year to 31 December 2006 fell 70% to 

£14.5 million from £56.9 million in 2005.2! More recent financial statements are 
available in the company's 2014 annual report. 


Headquarters[edit] 
Main article: 124 Horseferry Road 


The Channel 4 building 


Channel Four was originally based at 60 Charlotte Street in the West End of London. 
Since 1994 the company has occupied distinctive, purpose-built headquarters at 124 
Horseferry Road, Westminster. Designed by the Richard Rogers Partnership with 
structural engineering by Ove Arup & Partners, its 15,000 square metres architecture 
follows on from - but is more restrained than - the Lloyd's building in the City of London, 
and was constructed between 1990 and 1994.2" Twin four-storey office blocks arranged 
in an L shape are connected by a curved front with a dramatic concave glazed wall.24 


Despite nearly all Channel 4 programmes being commissioned from independent 
production companies, the Channel 4 headquarters originally contained a studio and 
post-production facility, marketed as 124 Facilities. The studio was used for Channel 4 
programmes (such as T4 continuity), and other channels' programmes such as Channel 
5's football coverage. The studio was closed at the end of October 2007 and only the 
post-production operation remains, though it is now managed by Ericsson Broadcast 
and Media Services. 


On 31 October 2018 Channel 4 announced that it will open up a new national 
Headquarters in Leeds which will operate alongside the existing headquarters in 
London.2#22 On 1 April Channel 4 announced that they are in advanced negotiations 
with Rushbond Group to move into the Majestic. They hope to move in on the second 
half of 2020. For the meantime they Negotiated a temporary agreement 

with Bruntwood to lease space in Platform and West Gate, both of which are based in 
Leeds city centre. 2% 


Big 4[edit] 
Main article: Big 4 (sculpture) 


The Big 4 sculpture outside the Channel 4 building in London in January 2016 


The Big 4 is a 50-foot-tall statue of the Channel 4 logo which was constructed outside 
the building. The Big 4 is designed by FreeState®" The structure replicates the channel's 
2004-2015 idents, in which the "4" logo is formed only when viewed from a particular 
angle.22231 Also, the Big 4 is adapted into masterpieces created by artists such as British 
photographer Nick Knight, installation artist Stephanie Imbeau,!2524 fashion designer 
Hannah Gourlay,22 and most recently disabled artist Tony Heaton.22! 
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124 Horseferry Road 


Channel 4 Headquarters building 


Channel 4 Headquarters with the Big 4 sculpture in the 


foreground 


Wikimedia | © OpenStreetMap 


General information 


Architectur High-tech architecture 


al style 
Location City of Westminster 
Address Channel Four Television, 124- 


126 Horseferry Road, London 
SW1P 2TX 


51°29'45.4°N 0°7'58.6’WCoordinates: 
W51°29'45.4'N 0°7'58.6°W 


Coordinates 


Constructio 1990 
n started 


Opened 6 July 1994 


Cost £38,500,000 


Owner Channel Four Television Corporation 


Height 


Antenna 43 m (141 ft)™ 


spire 


Roof 37 m (121 ft)™ 


Technical details 


Floor count 4 


Floor area 15,000 m? (160,000 sq ft) 


Design and construction 


Architectur Richard Rogers and Partners 
e firm Project Architects: 

John Young (Project Partner) 

Mark Darbon (Project Lead) 

Richard Rogers 

Graham Stirk 

Mike Davies 

Mike Fairbrass 

Stephen Light 

Avtar Lotay 

John Lowe 

Andrew Morris 

Stephen Spence 


Martin White 


Structural Arup Group 


engineer 


Quantity Davis Langdon & Everest / Mott Green 


surveyor Wall 


124 Horseferry Road is the headquarters for the British television 

broadcaster, Channel 4. It is located in the City of Westminster, London and includes 
100 residential apartments. The building was opened on 6 July 1994 and was designed 
by the Richard Rogers and Partners. 


Design and construction[edit] 


~ 


Entrance to the building 


After a selection process during the autumn of 1990, Channel 4 invited three 
architectural firms to take part in a competition to design their 

15,000 m? (160,000 sq ft) headquarters building on the south-eastern corner of 
Chadwick Street and Horseferry Road in a mixed development area of Westminster. 
“1 The site consisted of an abandoned 10 m (33 ft) deep basement of a proposed 
1970's post office building. The architectural brief also incorporated a requirement for 
a residential development of two blocks of flats including 100 apartments, an 
underground car park and a small public landscaped park. The three firms chosen 
were Bennetts Associates, Richard Rogers and Partners and James Stirling. 


The Richard Rogers Partnership was chosen from the shortlist. This was the first major 
building that they had designed since the Lloyd's building (1978-1986). Construction of 
the building began in 1990 and was completed in 1994. It was built on a design and 
build basis. The building consists of two four-storey office blocks that are connected to a 
central entrance block in an L shape.“ The entrance has a concave glazed wall. The 
building is finished in grey steel cladding, which is perforated by red-ochre steel struts. 
John Young, the project architect, said that the colour was "taken from a paint sample 
provided by the City of San Francisco: it is the same colour as the Golden Gate Bridge”. 
[5] 


See also[edit] 

e Big 4 (sculpture) 

Awards and nominations[edit] 
e 1995 RIBA National Award! 


e 1995 Royal Fine Art Commission Award! 
e 1996 BBC Design Awards Finalist 
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Big 4 


The Big 4 sculpture outside the Channel 4 building in 
London in January 2016 


Artist Freestate (design) 


Atelier One (engineering) 


Year 2007; 12 years ago 


Type Statue 


Medium Steel bars 
Subject Channel 4 logo 


Dimensi 15 m (50 ft) 


[ons 


Location London, SW1 


United Kingdom 


(51°29'45.4’N 0°7'58.6’WCoordinates: 5 
1°29°45.4"N 0°7'58.6"W 


The Big 4is a sculpture made of steel bars located outside the headquarters of 

the Channel Four Television Corporation in London. It is designed to represent the logo 
of Channel 4 while providing a basis for a number of art installations. As of November 
2012 seven installations have been made on the statue's steel framework, including 
those to coincide with the 2012 Summer Paralympics, covered with both newsprint and 
umbrellas, and a design to simulate the statue breathing. A further dressing to 
celebrate the devolution of Channel 4 from London to a series of regionally-based 
offices, alongside the Horseferry Road HQ has recently been approved and will be 
erected later in 2019. 


Design and construction[edit] 


The design and construction of the Big 4 was a collaboration between Mike Smith 
Studio, Freestate and Atelier One, and was designed to show Channel 4's logo when the 
statue is correctly aligned. The statue itself is made out of steel bars, and the structure 
was Fabricated by Mike Smith Studio. The intention was to allow other artists to use the 
framework of the statue for art installations.“ The statue is located outside the 
headquarters of Channel Four Television Corporation on Horseferry Road, London. It 
was unveiled on 16 October 2007 by Culture Minister Margaret Hodge, to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of Channel 4 and to coincide with the television series The Big Art 
Project mm 


Art installations[edit] 


Mark Titchner's "Find your world in ours, Find our worlds in yours" 


During the course of the first year, four artists created installations for the Big 4. These 
were photographer Nick Knight, Turner Prize shortlisted artist Mark Titchner, sculptor El 
Anatsui and a fourth artist chosen from an open competition for young arts graduates. 
The first installation, covered the statue in photographs of the inside of the human 
chest around the heart. Titcher's take on the Big 4 was entitled "Find your world in 
ours, Find our worlds in yours", and incorporated a video booth installed at the base of 
the statue where members of the public could record their views on Channel 4 and 
broadcasting, which were then edited into a montage of footage which played over 
large screens on the outside of the statue.® The design by El Anatsui wrapped the Big 
4 in newsprint created from donated printing plates from a variety of newspapers and 
magazines including Creative Review, The Independent and those of Trinity Mirror. 

“1 Feedback on the installation was mixed, with praise coming from Mark Hooper of The 
Guardian, while commenters at Creative Review were mostly negative. 


Stephanie Imbeau won the competition for young art graduates. The work "Shelter" saw 
the Big 4 covered in hundreds of umbrellas for the concept of showing the value of an 
everyday object which is taken for granted. A further competition was run for a 
designer for the Big 4, which was won by Kingston University fashion design graduate 
Hannah Gourlay.“# Her design covered the framework with a material which inflated 
and deflated in a manner to simulate breathing. The material itself came from Dartex 
Coatings, and is more commonly used to cover NHS bed mattresses. Electric fans drew 
air into the Big 4 and were then turned off, which allowed the tension in the fabric to 
push the air back out again. 


Prior to the 2012 Summer Paralympics in London, the Big 4 was given a Paralympic 
theme to coincide with Channel 4's coverage of the Games. The "Monument to the 
Unintended Performer" was designed by Tony Heaton and meant to bring together 
three elements of the discus thrower based on the Greek sculpture "Discobolus", a 
circle to represent the international symbol of access and also the inclusion of the gold, 
silver and bronze colours as per the Paralympic medals. It was first unveiled at an 
event attended by Lord Sebastian Coe, Chairman of the London Organising Committee 
for the Games, and hosted by the Chief Executive of Channel 4, David Abraham. 

m Claire Watson created the final design for 2012, based on the theme of The Snowman 
and the Snowdog, which is due to be broadcast at Christmas on Channel 4. 

1 Vocalism has been responsible for securing planning for the structure and all 
dressings throughout the duration of the project. 


Gallery[edit] 


Stephanie Imbeau's "Shelter" 


Tony Heaton's "Monument to the Unintended Performer", during the 2012 Paralympic 
Games 


The installation on the Big 4 by Hannah Gourlay 


The Big 4 sculpture made of colours in March 2014 
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For the parent company, see Channel Four Television Corporation. For other uses, 
see Channel 4 (disambiguation). 


Channel 4 


A 


Launched 2 November 1982; 37 years 
ago 
Owned by Channel Four Television 


Corporation 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


Audience share 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


4.83% 
0.64% (+1) (June 2019, [1]) 


United Kingdom 


English 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Leeds, England, UK 


4seven 
Film4 

E4 

More4 
4Music 

Box Upfront 
The Box 
Box Hits 
Kerrang! 
Kiss 


Magic 


Channel 4 +1 
Channel 4 +1 HD 


www.channel4.com 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky (England, Northern 


Ireland, Scotland) 


Sky (Wales) 


Sky (Ireland) 


Astra 2E 


Astra 2G 


Eutelsat 10A 


(BFBS) 


NSS 12 


Channel 4 (SD) 
Channel 7 (Wales) 
Channel 15 (+1) 
Channel 104 (HD) 
Channel 109 (+1 HD) 


Satellite 


Channel 104 (SD) 
Channel 120 (Wales) 
Channel 121 (+1) 
Channel 974 (SD, London) 


Channel 104 (SD) 
Channel 138 (HD) (except 
London) 

Channel 204 (+1) 
Channel 804 (SD) (London) 


Channel 117 (SD) 
Channel 138 (HD) 


Channel 217 (+1) 


Channel 135 
Channel 235 (+1) 


10714 H 22000 5/6 
10936 V 22000 5/6 (+1) 


11126 V 22000 5/6 (HD) 


8009 


8109 


(BFBS) 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 104 (HD) 
Channel 142 (+1) 


Virgin Media (Ireland) Channel 111 (SD) 
Channel 142 (HD) 
Channel 161 (+1) 


Cablecom Channel 163 
(Switzerland) 


WightFibre Channel 4 


IPTV 


Swisscom TV 
(Switzerland) 


Channel arbitrary 


Eir Vision Channel 204 (SD) 
Channel 205 (+1) 


Streaming media 


All 4 Watch live 

TvPlayer Watch live (UK only) 

Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland 
only) 

Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


Watch live (+1, UK only) 


Channel 4 is a British public-service free-to-air television network headquartered 
in Leeds, United Kingdom. It began transmission on 2 November 1982. Although largely 


commercially self-funded, it is ultimately publicly owned; originally a subsidiary of 

the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA), the station is now owned and operated 
by Channel Four Television Corporation, a public corporation of the Department for 
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport,” which was established in 1990 and came into 
operation in 1993. With the conversion of the Wenvoe transmitter group in Wales to 
digital terrestrial broadcasting on 31 March 2010, Channel 4 became a UK-wide 
television channel for the first time. 


The channel was established to provide a fourth television service to the United 
Kingdom in addition to the licence-funded BBC One and BBC Two, and the single 
commercial broadcasting network ITV. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Channel 4 


Conception[edit] 
Main article: Fourth UK television service 


Before Channel 4 and S4C, Britain had three terrestrial television services: BBC1, BBC2, 
and ITV. The Broadcasting Act 1980 began the process of adding a fourth; Channel 4 
was formally created, along with its Welsh counterpart, by an Act of Parliament in 1982. 
After some months of test broadcasts, it began scheduled transmissions on 2 November 
1982. 


The notion of a second commercial broadcaster in the United Kingdom had been around 
since the inception of ITV in 1954 and its subsequent launch in 1955; the idea of an 
"ITV2" (which came in 1998) was long expected and pushed for. Indeed, television sets 
sold throughout the 1970s and early 1980s had a spare tuning button labelled "ITV/IBA 
2". Throughout ITV's history and until Channel 4 finally became a reality, a perennial 
dialogue existed between the GPO, the government, the ITV companies and other 
interested parties, concerning the form such an expansion of commercial broadcasting 
would take. Most likely, politics had the biggest impact in leading to a delay of almost 
three decades before the second commercial channel became a reality. 


One clear benefit of the “late arrival" of the channel was that its frequency allocations 
at each transmitter had already been arranged in the early 1960s, when the launch of 
an ITV2 was highly anticipated. This led to very good coverage across most of the 
country and few problems of interference with other UK-based transmissions; a stark 
contrast to the problems associated with Channel 5's launch almost 15 years later.“ 


Wales[edit] 
Main article: S4C 


At the time the fourth service was being considered, a movement in Wales lobbied for 
the creation of dedicated service that would air Welsh-language programmes, then only 
catered for at "off peak" times on BBC Wales and HTV. The campaign was taken so 
seriously by Gwynfor Evans, former president of Plaid Cymru, that he threatened the 
government with a hunger strike were it not to honour the plans. 


The result was that Channel 4 as seen by the rest of the United Kingdom would be 
replaced in Wales by Sianel Pedwar Cymru (S4C) ("Channel Four Wales"). Operated by a 
specially created authority, S4C would air programmes in Welsh made by HTV, the BBC 
and independent companies. Initially limited frequency space meant that Channel 4 


could not be broadcast alongside S4C, though some Channel 4 programmes would be 
aired at less popular times on the Welsh variant; this practice continued until the 
closure of S4C's analogue transmissions in 2010, at which time S4C became a fully 
Welsh channel. 


Since then, carriage on digital cable, satellite and digital terrestrial has introduced 
Channel 4 to Welsh homes where it is now universally available. 


Launch and IBA control[edit] 


The first voice heard on Channel 4's opening day of Tuesday 2 November 1982 was that 
of continuity announcer Paul Coia who said: 


Good afternoon. It's a pleasure to be able to say to you, welcome to Channel Four. 


Following the announcement, the channel headed into a montage of clips from its 
programmes set to the station's signature tune, "Fourscore", written by David Dundas, 
which would form the basis of the station's jingles for its first decade. The first 
programme to air on the channel was the teatime game show Countdown, at 16:45 
produced by Yorkshire Television. The first person to be seen on Channel 4 was Richard 
Whiteley with Ted Moult being the second. The first woman on the channel, contrary to 
popular belief, was not Whiteley's Countdown co-host Carol Vorderman but a 
lexicographer only ever identified as Mary. Whiteley opened the show with the words: 


As the countdown to a brand new channel ends, a brand new countdown begins. 


On its first day, Channel 4 also broadcast soap opera Brookside, which often ran 
storylines thought to be controversial; this ran until 2003. 


At its launch, Channel 4 committed itself to providing an alternative to the existing 
channels, an agenda in part set out by its remit which required the provision of 
programming to minority groups. 


In step with its remit, the channel became well received both by minority groups and 
the arts and cultural worlds during this period, especially under founding chief 
executive Jeremy Isaacs, where the channel gained a reputation for programmes on the 
contemporary arts. Channel 4 co-commissioned Robert Ashley's ground-breaking 
television opera Perfect Lives,“ which it premiered over several episodes in 1984. The 
channel often did not receive mass audiences for much of this period, however, as 
might be expected for a station focusing on minority interest. 


Channel 4 also began the funding of independent films, such as the Merchant- 
Ivory docudrama The Courtesans of Bombay, during this time. 


In 1992, Channel 4 also faced its first libel case by Jani Allan, a South African journalist, 
who objected to her representation in Nick Broomfield's documentary The Leader, His 
Driver and the Driver's Wife,®! 


In September 1993, the channel broadcast the direct-to-TV documentary film Beyond 
Citizen Kane, in which it displayed the dominant position of the Rede Globo television 
network, and discussed its influence, power and political connections in Brazil. 
Channel Four Television Corporation[edit] 

Main article: Channel Four Television Corporation 


Channel 4 headquarters, 
124 Horseferry Road, London 


In 2020 Channel 4 will move its headquarters into the redeveloped Majestic building on City 
Square, Leeds. 


After control of the station passed from the Channel Four Television Company to 

the Channel Four Television Corporation in 1993, a shift in broadcasting style took 
place. Instead of aiming for the fringes of society, it began to focus on the edges of the 
mainstream, and the centre of the mass market itself.22 It began to show many US 
programmes in peak viewing time, far more than it had previously done. It gave such 
shows as Friends and ER their UK premières. 


In the early 2000s, Channel 4 began broadcasting reality formats such as Big 
Brother and obtained the rights to broadcast mass appeal sporting events 
like cricket and horse racing. This new direction increased ratings and revenues. 


In addition, the corporation launched a number of new television channels through its 
new 4Ventures offshoot, including Film4, At the Races, E4 and More4. 


Partially in reaction to its new "populist" direction, the Communications Act 

2003 directed the channel to demonstrate innovation, experimentation and creativity, 
appeal to the tastes and interests of a culturally diverse society, and to include 
programmes of an educational nature which exhibit a distinctive character.24 


On 31 December 2004, Channel 4 launched a new look and new idents in which the logo 
is disguised as different objects and the 4 can be seen in an angle. 


Under the leadership of Freeview founder Andy Duncan, 2005 saw a change of direction 
for Channel 4's digital channels. Channel 4 made E4 free-to-air on digital terrestrial 
television, and launched a new free-to-air digital channel called More4. By October, 


Channel 4 had joined the Freeview consortium.”2! By July 2006, Film4 had likewise 
become free-to-air and restarted broadcasting on digital terrestrial. 


Venturing into radio broadcasting, 2005 saw Channel 4 purchase 51% of shares in the 
now defunct Oneword radio station with UBC Media holding on to the remaining shares. 
New programmes such as the weekly, half-hour The Morning Report news programme 
were among some of the new content Channel 4 provided for the station, with the 
name 4Radio being used. As of early 2009, however, Channel 4's future involvement in 
radio remained uncertain. 


On 2 November 2007, the station celebrated its 25th birthday. It showed the first 
episode of Countdown, an anniversary Countdown special, as well as a special edition 
of The Big Fat Quiz and using the original multicoloured 1982-1996 blocks logo on 
presentation and idents using the Fourscore jingle throughout the day. 


In November 2009, Channel 4 launched a week of 3D television, broadcasting selected 
programmes each night using stereoscopic ColorCode 3D technology. The 
accompanying 3D glasses were distributed through Sainsbury's supermarkets.24 


On 29 September 2015, Channel 4 revamped its presentation for a fifth time; the new 
branding downplayed the "4" logo from most on-air usage, in favour of using the shapes 
from the logo in various forms. Four new idents were filmed by Jonathan Glazer, which 
featured the shapes in various real-world scenes depicting the "discovery" and "origins" 
of the shapes. The full logo was still occasionally used, but primarily for off-air 
marketing. Channel 4 also commissioned two new corporate typefaces, "Chadwick", and 
"Horseferry" (a variation of Chadwick with the aforementioned shapes incorporated into 
its letter forms), for use across promotional material and on-air.“#22 On 31 October 
2017, Channel 4 introduced a new series of idents continuing the theme, this time 
depicting the logo shapes as having formed an anthropomorphic "giant" character.“ 


Recent history[edit] 


Before the digital switch-over, Channel 4 raised concerns over how it might finance its 
public service obligations afterward. It was announced in April 2006 that Channel 4's 
digital switch-over costs would be paid for by licence fee revenues.22 


On 28 March 2007, Channel 4 announced plans to launch a music channel "4Music" as a 
joint venture with British media company EMAP, which would include carriage on 

the Freeview platform. On 15 August 2008, 4Music was launched across the UK. 

2391 Channel 4 announced interest in launching a high-definition version of Film4 on 
Freeview, to coincide with the launch of Channel 4 HD,224 However, the fourth HD slot 
was given to Channel 5 instead.22 Channel 4 has since acquired a 50% stake in EMAP's 
TV business for a reported £28 million.23 


Channel 4 was considered for privatisation by the governments of Margaret 

Thatcher, John Major and Tony Blair.2 As of 2016 the future of the channel was again 
being looked into by the government, with analysts suggesting several options for the 
channel's future.24 


In June 2017, it was announced that Alex Mahon would be the next chief executive, and 
would take over from David Abraham, who left in November 2017.228 
Public service remit[edit] 


Channel 4 was established with, and continues to hold, a remit of public service 
obligations which it must fulfil. The remit changes periodically, as dictated by various 


broadcasting and communications acts, and is regulated by the various authorities 
Channel 4 has been answerable to; originally the IBA, then the ITC and now Ofcom. 


The preamble of the remit as per the Communications Act 2003 states that: 


"The public service remit for Channel 4 is the provision of a broad range of high quality 
and diverse programming which, in particular: 


e demonstrates innovation, experiment and creativity in the form and content of 
programmes; 

e appeals to the tastes and interests of a culturally diverse society; 

e makes a significant contribution to meeting the need for the licensed public service 
channels to include programmes of an educational nature and other programmes of 
educative value; and 

e exhibits a distinctive character, "nuen 


The remit also involves an obligation to provide programming for schools,2# and a 
substantial amount of programming produced outside of Greater London.2” 


Carriage([edit] 


Channel 4 was carried from its beginning on analogue terrestrial, which was practically 
the only means of television broadcast in the United Kingdom at the time. It continued 
to be broadcast through these means until the changeover to digital terrestrial 
television in the United Kingdom was complete. Since 1998, it has been universally 
available on digital terrestrial, and the Sky platform (initially encrypted, though 
encryption was dropped on 14 April 2008 and is now free of charge and available on 
the Freesat platform) as well as having been available from various times in various 
areas, on analogue and digital cable networks. 


Due to its special status as a public service broadcaster with a specific remit, it is 
afforded free carriage on the terrestrial platforms, in contrast with other broadcasters 
such as ITV.8 


Channel 4 is also seen outside the United Kingdom where it is widely available 

in Ireland, especially in border counties which have been able to receive terrestrial 
transmissions from Northern Ireland, as well as on Irish cable networks and 
Switzerland), 


Since 2019, it has been offered by British Forces Broadcasting Service (BFBS) to 


members of HM Forces and their families around the world, BFBS Extra having 
previously carried a selection of Channel 4 programmes.2! 


The Channel 4 website allows Internet users in the United Kingdom to watch Channel 4 
live on the Internet. In the past some programmes (mostly international imports) were 
not shown. Channel 4 is also provided by Virgin Mobile's DAB mobile TV service which 
has the same restrictions as the Internet live stream had. Channel 4 is also carried by 
the Internet TV service TVCatchup® and was previously carried by Zattoo until the 
operator removed the channel from its platform.22 


Channel 4 also makes some of its programming available "on demand" via cable and 
the Internet through All 4. 


Funding[edit] 


During the station's formative years, funding came from the ITV companies in return for 
their right to sell advertisements in their region on the fourth channel. 


Nowadays it pays for itself in much the same way as most privately run commercial 
stations, i.e. through the sale of on-air advertising, programme sponsorship, and the 
sale of any programme content and merchandising rights it owns, such as overseas 
sales and video sales. For example, as of 2012 its total revenues were £925 million with 
91% derived from sale of advertising.2# It also has the ability to subsidise the main 
network through any profits made on the corporation's other endeavours, which have in 
the past included subscription fees from stations such as E4 and Film4 (now no longer 
subscription services) and its "video-on-demand" sales. In practice, however, these 
other activities are loss-making, and are subsidised by the main network. According to 
Channel 4's last published accounts, for 2005, the extent of this cross-subsidy was some 
£30 million.24 


The change in funding came about under the Broadcasting Act 1990 when the new 
corporation was afforded the ability to fund itself. Originally this arrangement left a 
"safety net" guaranteed minimum income should the revenue fall too low, funded by 
large insurance payments made to the ITV companies. Such a subsidy was never 
required, however, and these premiums were phased out by the government in 1998. 
After the link with ITV was cut, the cross-promotion which had existed between ITV and 
Channel 4 also ended. 


In 2007, owing to severe funding difficulties, the channel sought government help and 
was granted a payment of £14 million over a six-year period. The money was to have 
come from the television licence fee, and would have been the first time that money 
from the licence fee had been given to any broadcaster other than the BBC.2# However, 
the plan was scrapped by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, Andy 
Burnham, ahead of "broader decisions about the future framework of public service 
broadcasting".22 The broadcasting regulator Ofcom released its review in January 2009 
in which it suggested that Channel 4 would preferably be funded by "partnerships, joint 
ventures or mergers". “a 


Programming[edit] 


Channel 4 is a "publisher-broadcaster", meaning that it commissions or "buys" all of its 
programming from companies independent of itself. It was the first broadcaster in the 
United Kingdom to do so on any significant scale; such commissioning is a stipulation 
which is included in its licence to broadcast.! This had the consequence of starting an 
industry of production companies that did not have to rely on owning an ITV licence to 
see their programmes air, though since Channel 4, external commissioning has become 
regular practice on the numerous stations that have launched since, as well as on 

the BBC and in ITV (where a quota of 25% minimum of total output has been imposed 
since the 1990 Broadcasting Act came into force). Although it was the first British 
broadcaster to commission all of its programmes from third parties, Channel 4 was the 
last terrestrial broadcaster to outsource its transmission and playout operations (to Red_ 
Bee Media), after 25 years in-house.“ 


The requirement to obtain all content externally is stipulated in its licence. 

21 Additionally, Channel 4 also began a trend of owning the copyright and distribution 
rights of the programmes it aired, in a manner that is similar to the major Hollywood 
studios’ ownership of television programmes that they did not directly produce. !t 


needed Thus, although Channel 4 does not produce programmes, many are seen as 
belonging to it. 


It was established with a specific intention of providing programming to groups of 
minority interests, not catered for by its competitors, which at the time were only 
the BBC and ITV." 


Channel 4 also pioneered the concept of 'stranded programming’, where seasons of 
programmes following a common theme would be aired and promoted together. Some 
would be very specific, and run for a fixed period of time; the 4 Mation season, for 
example, showed innovative animation. Other, less specific strands, were (and still are) 
run regularly, such as 74, a strand of programming aimed at teenagers, on weekend 
mornings (and weekdays during school/college holidays); Friday Night Comedy, a slot 
where the channel would pioneer its style of comedy commissions, 4Music (now a 
separate channel) and 4Later, an eclectic collection of offbeat programmes transmitted 
in the early hours of the morning. 


In its earlier years, Red Triangle was the name given to the airing of certain risqué art- 
house films due to the use of a red triangle DOG in the upper right of the screen, 
dubbed as being pornographic by many of Channel 4's critics, while general 
broadcasting of films on the station for many years came under the banner of Film on 
Four prior to the launch of the Fi/mFour brand and station in the late 1990s. 


Most watched programmesf[edit] 
The following is a list of the 10 most watched shows on Channel 4 since launch, based 
on Live +7 data supplied by BARB,“ and archival data published by Channel 4. 


Ran Viewers 


c Programme or film (millions) Date 

1 |A Woman of Substance 13.85 4 January 1985 
2 Big Brother 13.74 27 July 2001 

3 | A Woman of Substance 13.20 3 January 1985 
4 A AAR and a 12.40 GRT 
5 |AWoman of Substance MRSS 2 January 1985 


6 Gregory's Girl 10.75 8 January 1985 


7 The Great British Bake Off | 10.34 30 October 2018 


8 The Great British Bake Off | 10.04 31 October 2017 
9 | Big Brother 10.01 26 July 2002 
10 | Big Fat Gypsy Weddings 9.71 8 February 2011 


Kids Segment[edit] 


e Take 5 (Channel 4) (1992-1996) 
Comedyledit] 


During the station's early days, the screenings of innovative short one-off comedy 

films produced by a rotating line-up of alternative comedians went under the title of The 
Comic Strip Presents. The Tube and Saturday Live/Friday Night Live also launched the 
careers of a number of comedians and writers. Channel 4 broadcast a number of 
popular American imports, including Roseanne, Friends, Sex and the City, South 

Park and Will & Grace. Other significant US acquisitions include The Simpsons, for which 
the station was reported to have paid £700,000 per episode for the terrestrial television 
rights. 


In April 2010, Channel 4 became the first UK broadcaster to adapt the American comedy 
institution of roasting to British television, with A Comedy Roast.“ 


In 2010, Channel 4 organised Channel 4's Comedy Gala, a comedy benefit show in aid 
of Great Ormond Street Children's Hospital. With over 25 comedians appearing, it billed 
it as "the biggest live stand up show in United Kingdom history". Filmed live on 30 
March in front of 14,000 at The O2 Arena in London, it was broadcast on 5 April.2@ This 
has continued to 2016. 


Factual and current affairs[edit] 


Channel 4 has a strong reputation for history programmes and real-life documentaries. 
It has also courted controversy, for example by broadcasting live the first 

public autopsy in the UK for 170 years, carried out by Gunther von Hagens in 2002, or 
the 2003 one-off stunt Derren Brown Plays Russian Roulette Live. 


Its news service, Channel 4 News, is supplied by ITN whilst its long-standing 
investigative documentary series, Dispatches, attracts perennial media attention. 


FourDocs[edit] 


FourDocs is an online documentary site provided by Channel 4. It allows viewers to 
upload their own documentaries to the site for others to view. It focuses on 
documentaries of between 3 and 5 minutes. The website also includes an archive of 
classic documentaries, interviews with documentary filmmakers and short educational 


guides to documentary-making. It won a Peabody Award in 2006.4 The site also 
includes a strand for documentaries of under 59 seconds, called "Microdocs". 


Schools programming[edit] 


Channel 4 is obliged to carry schools programming as part of its remit and licence.2# 


ITV Schools on Channel 4[edit] 
Main article: ITV Schools On Channel 4 


Since 1957 ITV had produced schools programming, which became an obligation.“®! In 
1987, five years after the station was launched, the IBA afforded ITV free carriage of 
these programmes during Channel 4's then-unused weekday morning hours. This 
arrangement allowed the ITV companies to fulfil their obligation to provide schools 
programming, whilst allowing ITV itself to broadcast regular programmes complete with 
advertisements. During the times in which schools programmes were aired Central 
Television provided most of the continuity with play-out originating from Birmingham.” 


Channel 4 Schools/4Learning[edit] 


After the restructuring of the station in 1993, ITV's obligations to provide such 
programming on Channel 4's airtime passed to Channel 4 itself, and the new service 
became Channel 4 Schools, with the new corporation administering the service and 


commissioning its programmes, some still from ITV, others from independent producers. 
150] 


In March 2008, the 4Learning interactive new media commission slabovia.tv was 
launched. The Slabplayer online media player showing TV shows for teenagers was 
launched on 26 May 2008. 


The schools programming has always had elements different to its normal 
presentational package. In 1993, the Channel 4 Schools idents featured famous people 
in one category, with light shining on them in front of an industrial looking setting 
supplemented by instrumental calming music. This changed in 1996 with the circles 
look to numerous children touching the screen, forming circles of information then 
picked up by other children. The last child would produce the channel 4 logo in the form 
of three vertical circles, with another in the middle and to the left containing the 
Channel 4 logo. 


A present feature of presentation was a countdown sequence featuring, in 1993 a slide 
with the programme name, and afterwards an extended sequence matching the 
channel branding. In 1996, this was an extended ident with timer in top left corner, and 
in 1999 following the adoption of the squares look, featured a square with timer slowly 
make its way across the right of the screen with people learning and having fun while 
doing so passing across the screen. It finished with the Channel 4 logo box on the right 
of the screen and the name 'Channel 4 Schools' being shown. This was adapted in 2000 
when the service's name was changed to '4Learning'.!attonneedea 


In 2001, this was altered to various scenes from classrooms around the world and 
different parts of school life. The countdown now flips over from the top, right, bottom 
and left with each second, and ends with four coloured squares, three of which are 
aligned vertically to the left of the Channel 4 logo, which is contained inside the fourth 
box. The tag 'Learning' is located directly beneath the logo. The final countdown 
sequence lasted between 2004 and 2005 and featured a background video of current 
controversial issues, overlaid with upcoming programming information. the video 
features people in the style of graffiti enacting the overuse of CCTV cameras, fox 
hunting, computer viruses and pirate videos, relationships, pollution of the seas and 


violent lifestyles. Following 2005, no branded section has been used for Schools 
p rog ra m mes 1 [citation needed) 


Religious programmes[edit] 


From the outset, Channel 4 did not conform to the expectations of conventional 
religious broadcasting in the UK. John Ranelagh, first Commissioning Editor for Religion, 
made his priority 'broadening the spectrum of religious programming' and more 
‘intellectual’ concerns. He also ignored the religious programme advisory structure 
that had been put in place by the BBC, and subsequently adopted by ITV. Ranelagh's 
first major commission caused a furore, a three-part documentary series called /esus: 
The Evidence. The programmes, transmitted during the Easter period of 1984, seemed 
to advocate the idea that the Gospels were unreliable, Jesus may have indulged in 
witchcraft, and that he may not have even existed. The series triggered a public outcry, 
and marked a significant moment in the deterioration in the relationship between the 
UK's broadcasting and religious institutions.& 


Film{[edit] 


Numerous genres of film-making - such as comedy, drama, documentary, 
adventure/action, romance and horror/thriller - are represented in the channel's 
schedule. From the launch of Channel 4 until 1998, film presentations on C4 would often 
be broadcast under the "Film on Four" banner. 2221 


In March 2005, Channel 4 screened the uncut Lars von Trier film The Idiots, which 
includes unsimulated sexual intercourse, making it the first UK terrestrial channel to do 
so. The channel had previously screened other films with similar material but censored 
and with warnings.“ 


Since 1 November 1998, Channel 4 has had a digital subsidiary channel dedicated to 
the screening of films. This channel launched as a paid subscription channel under the 
name "FilmFour", and was relaunched in July 2006 as a free-to-air channel under the 
current name of "Film4". The Film4 channel carries a wide range of film productions, 
including acquired and Film4-produced projects. Channel 4's general entertainment 
channels E4 and More4 also screen feature films at certain points in the schedule as 
part of their content mix.! 


Wank Week[edit] 


Main article: Wank Week 


A season of television programmes about masturbation, called Wank Week, was to be 
broadcast in the United Kingdom by Channel 4 in March 2007. The first show was about 
a Masturbate-a-thon, a public mass masturbation event, organised to raise money for 
the sexual health charity Marie Stopes International. Another film would have focused 
on compulsive male masturbators and a third was to feature the sex educator Dr Betty 
Dodson. 


The series came under public attack from senior television figures, and was pulled amid 
claims of declining editorial standards and controversy over the channel's public service 
broadcasting credentials.&4 


Global warming[edit] 


On 8 March 2007, Channel 4 screened a highly controversial documentary, The Great 
Global Warming Swindle. The programme states that global warming is "a lie" and "the 
biggest scam of modern times". The programme's accuracy has been disputed on 


multiple points, and several commentators have criticised it for being one-sided, noting 
that the mainstream position on global warming is supported by the scientific 
academies of the major industrialised nations. There were 246 complaints to Ofcom as 
of 25 April 2007, including allegations that the programme falsified data. The 
programme has been criticised by scientists and scientific organisations, and various 


scientists who participated in the documentary claimed their views had been distorted. 
162] 


Against Nature: An earlier controversial Channel 4 programme made by Martin Durkin 
which was also critical of the environmental movement and was charged by the 
Independent Television Commission of the UK for misrepresenting and distorting the 
views of interviewees by selective editing. 2! 


The Greenhouse Conspiracy: An earlier Channel 4 documentary broadcast on 12 August 
1990, as part of the Equinox series, in which similar claims were made." Three of the 
people interviewed (Lindzen, Michaels and Spencer) were also interviewed in The Great 


Global Warming Swindle. 
Ahmadinejad's Christmas speech[edit] 


In the Christmas address of 2008, a Channel 4 tradition since 1993, Iranian 

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad made a thinly veiled attack on the United States by 
claiming that Christ would have been against "bullying, ill-tempered and expansionist 
powers". 


The airing courted controversy and was rebuked by several human rights activists, 
politicians and religious figures, including Peter Tatchell, Louise Ellman, Ron 
Prosor'®! and Rabbi Aaron Goldstein, A spokeswoman for the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office said: "President Ahmadinejad has, during his time in office, made 
a series of appalling anti-Semitic statements. The British media are rightly free to make 
their own editorial choices, but this invitation will cause offence and bemusement not 
just at home but among friendly countries abroad". 


However, some defended Channel 4. Stonewall director Ben Summerskill stated: "In 
spite of his ridiculous and often offensive views, it is an important way of reminding him 
that there are some countries where free speech is not repressed...If it serves that 
purpose, then Channel 4 will have done a significant public service". Dorothy Byrne, 
Channel 4's head of news and current affairs, also defended the station, saying: "As the 
leader of one of the most powerful states in the Middle East, President Ahmadinejad's 
views are enormously influential... As we approach a critical time in international 
relations, we are offering our viewers an insight into an alternative world view...Channel 
4 has devoted more airtime to examining Iran than any other broadcaster and this 
message continues a long tradition of offering a different perspective on the world 
around us". 4 


A4Talent[edit] 


ATalent is an editorial branch of Channel 4's commissioning wing, which co-ordinates 
Channel 4's various talent development schemes for film, television, radio, new media 
and other platforms and provides a showcasing platform for new talent. 


There are bases in London, Birmingham, Glasgow and Belfast, serving editorial hubs 
known respectively as 4Talent National, 4Talent Central England, 4Talent Scotland and 
ATalent Northern Ireland. These four sites include features, profiles and interviews in 
text, audio and video formats, divided into five zones: TV, Film, Radio, New Media and 
Extras, which covers other arts such as theatre, music and design. 4Talent also collates 


networking, showcasing and professional development opportunities, and runs 
workshops, masterclasses, seminars and showcasing events across the UK. 


4Talent Magazine [edit] 


4Talent magazine is the creative industries magazine from 4Talent, which launched in 
2005 as TEN4 magazine under the editorship of Dan Jones. 4Talent Magazine is 
currently edited by Nick Carson. Other staff include deputy editor Catherine Bray and 
production editor Helen Byrne. The magazine covers rising and established figures of 
interest in the creative industries, a remit including film, radio, TV, comedy, music, new 
media and design. 


Subjects are usually UK-based, with contributing editors based in Northern Ireland, 
Scotland, London and Birmingham, but the publication has been known to source 
international content from Australia, America, continental Europe and the Middle East. 
The magazine is frequently organised around a theme for the issue, for instance giving 
half of November 2007's pages over to profiling winners of the annual 4Talent Awards. 


An unusual feature of the magazine's credits is the equal prominence given to the 
names of writers, photographers, designers and illustrators, contradicting standard 
industry practice of more prominent writer bylines. It is also recognisable for its 
'wraparound' covers, which use the front and back as a continuous canvas - often 
produced by guest artists. 


Although 4Talent Magazine is technically a newsstand title, a significant proportion of its 
readers are subscribers. It started life as a quarterly 100-page title, but has since 
doubled in size and is now published bi-annually. 


Presentation[edit] 


Since its launch in 1982, Channel 4 has used the same logo which consists of a stylised 
numeral "4" made up of nine differently shaped blocks. The logo was designed 

by Martin Lambie-Nairn and his brother Robinson and was the first channel in the UK to 
depict an ident made using advanced computer generation (the first electronically 
generated ident was on BBC Two in 1979, but this was two-dimensional). It was 
designed in conjunction with Bo Gehring Aviation of Los Angeles and originally depicted 
the "4" in red, yellow, green, blue and purple. The music accompanying the ident was 
called "Fourscore" and was composed by David Dundas; it was later released as a single 
alongside a B-side, "Fourscore Two", although neither reached the UK charts. In 
November 1992, "Fourscore" was replaced by new music. 


In 1996, Channel 4 commissioned Tomato Films to revamp the "4", which resulted in the 
"Circles" idents showing four white circles forming up transparently over various scenes, 
with the "4" logo depicted in white in one of the circles. 


In 1999, Spin redesigned the logo to feature in a single square which sat on the right- 
hand side of the screen, whilst various stripes would move along from left to right, often 
lighting the squared "4" up. Like previous "Circles" idents from 1996 (which was made 
by Tomato Films), the stripes would be interspersed with various scenes potentially 
related to the upcoming programme. 


The logo was made three-dimensional again in 2004 when it was depicted in filmed 
scenes that show the blocks forming the "4" logo for less than a second before the 
action moves away again. 


In 2015, the logo was disassembled completely to allow the blocks to appear as parts of 
a nature scene, sometimes featuring a strange dancing creature and sometimes being 


excavated for scientific study, one being studied under a microscope and showing 

a tardigrade. The second wave of these idents, launched in 2017, depict a giant 
creature made of the "4" blocks (made to look almost like a person) interacting with 
everyday life, sometimes shouting the "Fourscore" theme as a foghorn. 


On-air identity[edit] 
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Channel 4 logo from 1982 to 1996. 


Channel 4 logo from 1996 to 1999. 


Channel 4 logo from 1999 to 2004. 


Channel 4 logo from 2004 to 2015. 
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Channel 4 logo from 2015. 


Regions/International[edit] 


Channel 4 has, since its inception, broadcast identical programmes 

and continuity throughout the United Kingdom (excluding Wales where it did not 
operate on analogue transmitters). At launch this made it unique, as both the BBC 
and ITV had long established traditions of providing regional variations in their 
programming in different areas of the country. Since the launch of subsequent British 
television channels, Channel 4 has become typical in its lack of regional programming 
variations. 


A few exceptions exist to this rule for programming and continuity: 


Some of Channel 4's schools' programming (1980s/early '90s) was regionalised due to 
differences in curricula between different regions.“ 


Part of Channel 4's remit covers the commissioning of programmes from outside 
London. Channel 4 has a dedicated director of nations and regions, Stuart Cosgrove, 
who is based in a regional office in Glasgow. As his job title suggests, it is his 
responsibility to foster relations with independent producers based in areas of the 
United Kingdom (including Wales) outside London. 


Advertising on Channel 4 does contain regular variation: prior to 1993, when ITV was 
responsible for selling Channel 4's advertising, each regional ITV company would 
provide the content of advertising breaks, covering the same transmitter area as 
themselves, and these breaks were often unique to that area. After Channel 4 became 
responsible for its own advertising, it continued to offer advertisers the ability to target 
particular audiences and divided its coverage area into six regions: London, South, 
Midlands, North, Northern Ireland and Scotland. 


At present, Wales does not have its own advertising region, instead its viewers receive 
the southern region on digital platforms intentionally broadcast to the area, or the 
neighbouring region where terrestrial transmissions spill over into Wales. The Republic 
of Ireland shares its advertising region with Northern Ireland (referred to by Channel 4 
as the 'Ulster Macro') with many advertisers selling products for Ireland here. E4 has 
an advertising variant for Ireland, although Northern Ireland receives the UK version of 
E4.%1 The six regions are also carried on satellite, cable and Digital Terrestrial. 


Channel_5 and ITV Breakfast use a similar model to Channel 4 for providing their own 
advertising regions, despite also having a single national output of programming. 


Despite the Republic of Ireland not being in the UK, Channel 4 has a dedicated variant 
broadcast on Sky Ireland which omits programmes for which broadcast rights are not 
held in Ireland. For example, the series G/ee is not available on Channel 4 on Sky in 


Ireland. In recent years a Republic of Ireland advertising opt-out has been added to this 
version. 


Future possibility of regional newS[edit] 


With ITV plc pushing for much looser requirements on the amount of regional news and 
other programming it is obliged to broadcast in its ITV regions, the idea of Channel 4 
taking on a regional news commitment has been considered, with the corporation in 
talks with Ofcom and ITV over the matter.@! Channel 4 believe that a scaling-back of 
such operations on ITV's part would be detrimental to Channel 4's national news 
operation, which shares much of its resources with ITV through their shared news 
contractor ITN. At the same time, Channel 4 also believe that such an additional public 
service commitment would bode well in on-going negotiations with Ofcom in securing 
additional funding for its other public service commitments.!2! 


ADO 


The Channel 4 HD logo used from 2007 until 2015. 


Channel 4 HD[edit] 


In mid-2006 Channel 4 ran a six-month closed trial of HDTV, as part of the 

wider Freeview HD experiment via the Crystal Palace transmitter to London and parts of 
the home counties, including the use of Lost and Desperate Housewives as part of the 
experiment, as US broadcasters such as ABC already have an HDTV back catalogue. 


On 10 December 2007, Channel 4 launched a high definition television simulcast of 
Channel 4 on Sky's digital satellite platform, after Sky agreed to contribute toward the 
channel's satellite distribution costs. It was the first full-time high definition channel 
from a terrestrial UK broadcaster.” 


On 31 July 2009, Virgin Media added Channel 4 HD on channel 146 (later on channel 
142, now on channel 141) as a part of the M pack.“ On 25 March 2010 Channel 4 HD 
appeared on Freeview channel 52 with a placeholding caption, ahead of a commercial 
launch on 30 March 2010, coinciding with the commercial launch of Freeview HD. 
z3 On 19 April 2011, Channel 4 HD was added to Freesat on channel 126.7% As a 
consequence, the channel moved from being free-to-view to free-to-air on satellite 
during March 2011. With the closure of S4C Clirlun in Wales on 1 December 2012, on 
Freeview, Channel 4 HD launched in Wales on 2 December 2012.84 


The channel carries the same schedule as Channel 4, broadcasting programmes in HD 
when available, acting as a simulcast. Therefore, SD programming is broadcast 
upscaled to HD. The first true HD programme to be shown was the 1996 Adam 
Sandler film Happy Gilmore. From launch until 2016 the presence of the 4HD logo on 
screen denoted true HD content. 


On 1 July 2014, Channel 4 +1 HD, a HD simulcast of Channel 4 +1, launched on 
Freeview channel 110. 


On 20 February 2018, Channel 4 announced that Channel 4 HD and All 4 will no longer 
be supplied on Freesat from Thursday 22 February 2018.24 


All 4[edit] 
Main article: All 4 


All 4 is a video on demand service from Channel 4, launched in November 2006 as 40D. 
The service offers a variety of programmes recently shown on Channel 4, E4, More4 or 
from their archives, though some programmes and movies are not available due to 
rights issues. 


Teletext services[edit] 
4-Tel/FourText[edit] 


Channel 4 originally licensed an ancillary teletext service to provide schedules, 
programme information and features. The original service was called 4-Tel, and was 
produced by Intelfax, a company set up especially for the purpose. It was carried in the 
400s on Oracle. In 1993, with Oracle losing its franchise to Teletext Ltd, 4-Tel found a 
new home in the 300s, and had its name shown in the header row. Intelfax continued to 
produce the service £2 and in 2002 it was renamed FourText. 


Teletext on 4[edit] 


In 2003, Channel 4 awarded Teletext Ltd a ten-year contract to run the channel's 
ancillary teletext service, named Teletext on 4.1 The service closed in 2008, and 
Teletext is no longer available on Channel 4, ITV and Channel 5. 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


Nominee(s 


Year Association Category ) 


Result 


2017 | Diversity in Media Awards | Broadcaster of the Year | Channel 4 Nominated 


See also[edit] 


e Annan Committee 

e Channel 4 Sheffield Pitch competition 

e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
e Big4 

e 3 Minute Wonder 

e Channel 4 Banned season 

e Renowned Films 
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This is a timeline of the history of Channel 4. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1977 


(0) 


February - The Annan Committee on the future of broadcasting makes its 
recommendations. They include the establishment of a fourth independent 


television channel, the establishment of Broadcasting Complaints Commission 
and an increase in independent production.” 


e 1978 
o No events. 
e 1979 
o With the approach of the 1979 general election both 


the Conservatives and Labour include plans for a fourth channel in their election 
manifestos. Labour favours an Open Broadcasting Authority community service 
aimed at minority groups, while the Conservatives plan is for the channel to be 
given to ITV.2! Both main parties also pledge to launch a separate Welsh 
language television service for Wales." 


1980s[edit] 
e 1980 
o The Broadcasting Act 1980 paves the way for a fourth television channel in the 


UK. 


o The channel is established as a subsidiary of the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority (IBA). A subscription is levied on the ITV companies to pay for the 
channel; they sell Channel 4’s airtime in return. 

o September - Edmund Dell is appointed Chairman of Channel 4, and Jeremy 
Isaacs becomes its Chief Executive. 

e 1981 

o 1 January - The Channel Four Television Company is established to provide the 
fourth channel service for England, Scotland and Northern Ireland - Wales’ fourth 
channel will be a Welsh language service called S4C although it will broadcast 
some Channel 4 programmes during off-peak hours. 

e 1982 

o August - Test broadcasts commence. These mainly consist of showing the IBA's 
testcard ETP-1. 

o 2 November - Channel 4 launches. 


= 4:40 pm: Continuity announcer Paul Coia launches the channel with the 
words "Good afternoon. It's a pleasure to be able to say to you: Welcome to 
Channel Four". 

"= 4:45 pm: The first programme starts. It is the gameshow Countdown and 
presenter Richard Whiteley starts by saying "as the countdown to a brand 
new channel ends, a brand new countdown begins." 

= 7pm: The first edition of Channel 4 News - the UK's first hour-long news 
programme. 

= 8pm: The first edition of Channel 4's soap opera Brookside is broadcast. 


o 5 November - The first edition of music programme The Tube is broadcast. 

o 7 November - Coverage of American football is shown for the first time on 
Channel 4, beginning the channel's long association with the sport. 

o 8 November - Channel 4 shows live sport for the first time when it broadcasts 
coverage of a match from Division One of the National Basketball League. It 
shows highlights of the first half of the game and live coverage of the second 
half © Coverage of both sports is part of Channel 4's remit to showcase so-called 
minority sports which do not get coverage on the BBC or ITV. 

o 14 November - The viewer complaints programme Right to Reply launches. It is 
the only programme that Channel 4 produces in-house. 

o 26 December - Premiere of The Snowman on Channel 4. 

o 27 December - Channel 4 airs its first theme night, Fifties to the Fore. The 
evening includes episodes of ABC and ATV shows such as Armchair 
Theatre and Oh Boy! 


1983 

o Spring - Channel 4 broadcasts in vision teletext pages for the first time. Two 
magazines are shown - 4-Te/ on View and Oracle on View - and in fifteen minute 
bursts which are repeated several times each day prior to the start of each day's 
transmissions. Teletext pages are only shown on weekdays. 

o 24 May - Channel 4 and S4C become the new home of Engineering 
Announcements.™ They had previously been broadcast on ITV. 


1984 

o 22 March - Horse racing coverage is broadcast on Channel 4 for the first time, 
resulting in the launch Channel 4 Racing. 

o 15 October - Weekday afternoon broadcasting starts at 2:30 pm instead of 
5 pm22 and weekend programming begins an hour earlier, at 1 pm. 


1985 

o 2-4 January - Channel 4 screens A Woman of Substance and secures an 
audience of 13.8 million, its largest to date. 

o 5 October - The first weekend horse racing is shown on Channel 4 when ITV 
transfers coverage of horse racing to Channel 4 ahead of the end of World of 
Sport. 


1986 

o The Peacock Report recommends that the channel should be given the option to 
sell its own airtime. 

o Viewers' campaigner Mary Whitehouse lobbies advertisers to boycott the 
channel over its content, with some success. 

o February - For the first (and only) time, animated graphics are seen during 
teletext transmissions. This is made possible by transmitting 4-7e/ on View from 
a disc rather than live. 

o 19 September - Starting today, Channel 4 shows a red triangle at the start of, 
and during, films with adult themes. After lobbying from newspapers and 
pressure groups this method of identifying such material was phased out within 
a year. 

o 18 October - Channel 4 starts weekend morning broadcasting with weekend 
transmissions now beginning at around 9:30 am. 


1987 


(0) 
(0) 
(0) 


Sir Richard Attenborough replaces Edmund Dell as Chairman of Channel 4. 

24 April - The Tube is shown for the final time. 

3 May - The first of two series of groundbreaking youth television show Network 
Z starts. The programme is shown live at Sunday lunchtime. 

14 September - ITV Schools programmes transfer to Channel 4 resulting in an 
expansion of the channel's weekday broadcasting hours. The programmes are 
broadcast in the same 9.30 am to midday slot. Lunchtime programmes are also 
introduced, and they include a one-hour block of programmes from the newly 
formed Open College. 

21 September - As part of the new lunchtime schedule, the first edition of a 
weekday business and financial news programme Business Daily is broadcast. 
30 October - The first edition of Channel 4's flagship current affairs documentary 
series Dispatches is shown. 

2 November — Channel 4 celebrates its fifth anniversary.” 

Channel 4 starts broadcasting into the early hours on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights, closing down as late as 3am. 


1988 


(0) 


11 January - The first episode of long running quiz show Fifteen to One is 
broadcast. 

February - Channel 4 starts broadcasting into the early hours every night, 
closing down between 2 am and 3 am. Previously Channel 4 had closed down 
between midnight and 1 am. 

17 September-2 October - Channel 4's only broadcast of the Olympic 

Games takes place when Channel 4 shows the overnight and breakfast coverage 
of the 1988 Olympic Games. ITV shows the daytime coverage. 


1989 


(0) 


February - Channel 4 begins broadcasting in Nicam digital stereo, initially from 
the Crystal Palace transmitter, prior to a national transmitter-by-transmitter roll- 
out during 1990. 

31 March - The last Oracle on View transmission takes place. 

3 April - Channel 4 launches its breakfast television service The Channel Four 
Daily. From this date, 4-Te/ on View is shown in a single 40-minute block rather 
than in 15 minute bursts. It is also shown at the weekend for the first time. 


1990s[edit] 


1990 


(0) 


The Broadcasting Act 1990 maintains Channel 4's status as a publicly owned 
entity, but allows it to sell its own airtime from 1993. It also sets out the remit of 
its funding formula with ITV from 1993, with ITV agreeing to fund Channel 4 if it 
falls below 14% of total TV advertising revenue. 

19 February - The first edition of Channel 4's documentary series Cutting Edge is 
shown. 

28 March - The 1000th episode of Countdown is broadcast. 

31 July - The final edition of Engineering Announcements is shown at 5:45 am.!2! 


1991 


o 8 April — Channel 4's three-week Banned season features a series of films and 
programmes which had previously been banned from British television or 
cinema." The season includes network television showings of Scum, Monty 
Python's Life of Brian and Sebastiane. There is also a second broadcast of the 
controversial 1988 Thames Television documentary Death on the Rock which 
investigated the shooting of three members of the IRA by the SAS in Gibraltar. 
The season proves to be controversial and Channel 4 is investigated by 
the Obscene Publications Squad and referred to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions.“ 

o 9 October - The 1000th episode of Brookside is broadcast. 

1992 

o Sir Michael Bishop succeeds Sir Richard Attenborough as Chairman of Channel 4. 

o 25 June - The final edition of Business Daily is broadcast although the early 
morning business news bulletins continue to be aired for another three months, 
until the end of The Channel Four Daily. 

o 6 September - The first edition of Football Italia is broadcast as part of Channel 
4's deal to show Serie A, with live coverage of Sampdoria v Lazio. The channel 
continues to show Italian football for the next ten years. 

o 25 September - The final edition of The Channel Four Daily is broadcast. 

o 28 September - The first edition of The Big Breakfast is broadcast. 

o 2 November - The FourScore theme used in the idents is replaced. 

o 31 December - Channel 4's testcard ETP-1 is shown for the final time. 

1993 

o 1 January - Channel 4 becomes an independent statutory corporation. 

o Instead of fully closing down, 4-Te/ on View is shown throughout the channel's 
overnight downtime. 

o The channel makes a payment of £38m to ITV under terms of its funding 
formula. 

o 28 June - The final ITV Schools programmes are shown. 

o September - Schools programmes continue to be shown on Channel 4 under the 
branding of Channel 4 Schools. 

o 25 December - Channel 4 airs its first "Alternative Christmas message”. The 
broadcast features a contemporary, often controversial celebrity, delivering a 
message in the manner of The Queen. The first alternative message is delivered 
by Quentin Crisp. 

1994 

o 16 January - The first edition of archeology series Time Team is broadcast. 

o 6 July - The channel moves into its new headquarters at 124 Horseferry Road, 
London. 

o Michael Grade launches a campaign for an early review of Channel 4's funding 
arrangements with ITV. 

1995 

o 23 October - The first edition of soap opera Hollyoaks is broadcast. 

1996 

o The Broadcasting Act 1996 maintains Channel 4's public status. 


o 11 October - After nearly fourteen years, Channel 4 unveils a new presentation 
package. Gone were the multi-coloured blocks, instead the familiar logo would 
be placed in one of four circles.“ This look would last for just three years. 

e 1997 

o Michael Jackson is appointed Chief Executive of Channel 4. 

o Chris Smith, the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, announces that 
Channel 4's funding formula with ITV will be abolished from 1998. 

o January - Channel 4 starts 24-hour broadcasting, resulting in the end of 4-Te/ on 
View. 

o 29 October and 15 November - Channel 4 shows the first and second legs of 
the 1998 FIFA World Cup Playoff between Italy and Russia. 

e 1998 

o Vanni Treves succeeds Sir Michael Bishop as Chairman of Channel 4. 

o 28 February - The 1998 Africa Cup of Nations Final between South Africa and 
Egypt is shown live. This is the first time that the tournament has been shown in 
the UK. 

o 25 October - The T4 strand is broadcast for the first time. 

o 1 November- 
= S4C Digidol launches in Wales. 
= FilmFour launches as a subscription channel. 

o 24 December — Premiere of The Bearon Channel 4. 

e 1999 

o 2 April- Channel 4 launches a new presentation package. Gone were the circles, 
instead the logo was placed inside a square. This look would last for five years.24 

o 1 July - Channel 4 starts broadcasting cricket following the channel sensationally 
obtaining the rights from the BBC the previous year.22 

o 15 September — S4C Dau launches in Wales. 

2000s[edit] 
e 2000 

o In conjunction with other partners, Channel 4 launches horse racing channel At 
the Races. 

o 18 July - Big Brother is launched. The show remains on the channel for ten years 
before moving to Channel 5. 

e 2001 
o 18 January - E4 launches as a pay channel. 
o 7 April - FilmFour launches sibling channels FilmFour World and FilmFour 


Extreme. The two stations are available to FilmFour subscribers at no additional 
cost, and share a single broadcast frequency: World (1600-2200) broadcasts 
International cinema and Extreme (2200-0400) carries controversial and cutting- 
edge films. A +1 hour timeshift channel of the main FilmFour is launched at the 
same time.” The new channels are carried on satellite and cable; ONdigital/ITV 
Digital subscribers continued to receive only the core FilmFour. 


o 20 April- Channel 4 scraps Right to Reply. The programme had been on air since 
the launch of the channel and was the only programme that Channel 4 produced 
in-house. 221 

o 24 September - Countdown introduces its new 15-round format and 45 minute 
runtime. 

2002 

o 1 January - An updated set of idents are launched. 

o March - Mark Thompson succeeds Michael Jackson as Chief Executive of Channel 
4. 

o 29 March - The final edition of The Big Breakfast is broadcast. 

o 29 April - The first edition of Channel 4's third breakfast television 
programme RESE is broadcast. 

o 1 May - ITV Digital stops broadcasting which means that E4 and FilmFour are no 
longer available on digital terrestrial television. 

2003 

o Atthe Races closes down due to financial problems. The channel relaunches the 
following year but without Channel 4 as a partner. 

o 21 April - Channel 4 airs the 1000th episode of Hollyoaks.24 

o 5 May - FilmFour spin-off channels FilmFour Extreme and FilmFour World stop 
broadcasting. They are replaced by Fi/mFour Weekly. 

o 4 November - After 2,915 episodes, the final edition of Brookside is broadcast. 

o 16 December - Channel 4's Teletext service was renamed 
from FourText to Teletext on 4 

o 19 December - 
= The final edition of short-lived breakfast programme RI:SE is broadcast. 
= The original run of Fifteen to One ends after 2,265 episodes. 

2004 

o 27 February - Reports emerge of discussions between Channel 4 and Five aimed 
at a merger between the two channels.) 

o 1 July - Andy Duncan succeeds Mark Thompson as Chief Executive of Channel 4. 
[23] 

o 5 November - Channel 4 begins airing the American animated comedy 
series The Simpsons, after gaining the terrestrial broadcast rights to the show 
from BBC Two. 

o 17 November - It is reported that merger talks between Channel 4 and Five have 
been called off after complexities arose between the public broadcaster Channel 
4 and its commercial counterpart.24 

o 31 December - Channel 4's idents and presentation are revamped, five years 
after the last major change.2 

2005 

o 7 March - The first episode of Coach Trip is broadcast. 

o 27 May - E4 becomes a free-to-air channel and joins the Freeview platform 
although it had been available on digital terrestrial TV for the past year as part of 
the pay service Top Up TV. 

o 26 June - Countdown's original presenter Richard Whiteley dies aged 61, 


Channel 4 postpones the broadcast of the programme the day after his death as 


a mark of respect with his final episode shown on 1 July. The programme is then 
placed on hiatus until the end of October. 


o September - Cricket is shown on Channel 4 for the final time until 2019. 
o 10 October - More4 launches. 
o 31 October - The first episode of Dea/ Or No Deal is broadcast. 
e 2006 
o 19 july - FilmFour Weekly closes down. 
o 23 July - FilmFour is relaunched as Film4. The renamed channel becomes a free- 
to-air channel and starts broadcasting on Freeview. 
o 16 November - Channel 4 launches its on demand service 40D. 
o 10 December - Channel 4 launches an HD service. 
o December - 4 Digital Group is awarded the licence to operate the second 
national DAB multiplex. 
e 2007 
o July - Channel 4 buys 50% of Box Television Ltd from Emap plc.22 
o November — Channel 4 celebrates its 25th anniversary with a number of special 
programmes.24 
o 10 December - Channel 4 launches a high definition television simulcast of 
Channel 4 on Sky's digital satellite platform, after Sky agreed to contribute 
toward the channel's satellite distribution costs. 
e 2008 
o 15 August - 4Music launches. 
o October - Channel Four Television Corporation announced that it was 
abandoning its digital radio plans.2# Subsequently, the licence was returned 
to Ofcom. 
o 30 October - Channel 4's teletext service Teletext on 4 closes. 
e 2009 
o 14 December - E4 HD launches. 
2010s[edit] 
e 2010 
o 31 March - For the first time Channel 4 is available to all viewers in Wales when 
the country completes digital switchover. Consequently, S4C stops broadcasting 
programming in English, thereby becoming a full-time Welsh language service. 
o 20 July - Film4 HD launches, but only on Virgin Media. It does not appear on Sky 
Digital until September 2013. 
o 20 October - The Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne, announces that 
part of the responsibility for funding S4C is to be transferred to the BBC.22! 
o 1 November - Film4oD launches. 
e 2011 
o 26 August - Channel 4's repeats of US sitcom Friends are shown for the final 


time, bringing the shows 14-year run on the channel to an end, with E4 ceasing 


their repeats the following Sunday. The broadcast rights to the series 
subsequently moved to Comedy Central.24 


2012 

o 18 April - The ETP-1 test card makes one final appearance on Channel 4 to 
announce the loss of analogue television services in the London region. The card 
is shown from the Crystal Palace transmitter only, and is the last thing broadcast 
by analogue Channel 4 before the signal is switched off.24 

o 4 July - 4seven launches. 

o 29 August-9 September - Channel 4 broadcasts live coverage of the 2012 
Summer Paralympics. 

o 29 December - After more than 14 years, the T4 programming strand is shown 
for the final time. 


2013 
o 4 February - More4 HD launches. 


2014 

o 7-16 March - Channel 4 broadcasts live coverage of the 2014 Winter 
Paralympics. This is the first time that the Winter Paralympic Games has ever 
been seen on British television. 

o 5 April - After a successful one-off broadcast the previous year, Fifteen to 
One returns on a permanent basis, albeit with a few changes to the format. 

o 7 September - After more than 20 years on air and after 280 episodes, the final 
edition of Time Team is broadcast. 


2015 

o 30 March - Channel 4's on demand service is renamed All 4. 

o 29 September - Channel 4 launches a new set of idents and presentation 
package, over 10 years since the last change.22! 


2016 

o 18 March - Channel 4 shows Formula One motor racing for the first time. This 
comes about following the BBC's decision to end its deal with Formula One three 
years early.221 

o 7 June - S4C resumes high definition broadcasting.& 

o 7-18 September - Channel 4 broadcasts live coverage of the 2016 Summer 
Paralympics. 

o 27 December - Channel 4 Racing comes to an end after more than 32 years. 
From 1 January 2017, coverage of the sport transfers back to ITV.85 


2017 

o 7 January - Channel 4 broadcasts darts for the first time when it shows live 
coverage of the 2017 BDO World Darts Championship. Channel 4 also shows 
the 2018 event. 

o 16 July — Channel 4 and More 4, as well as Channel 4's website, screen live 
coverage of UEFA Women's Euro 2017, including all of England's matches and 
the final. 


2018 


16 April - Channel 4 configures 4Music into an entertainment-led channel. 

2 June - Channel 4 shows live rugby union for the first time when it broadcasts 
live coverage of Wales' summer tour.24 Later in the year Channel 4 begins 
showing one match from each round from the Heineken Cup.2#! 

31 October - Channel 4 announces that its headquarters will be relocated to the 
city of Leeds from 2019.82 


e 2019 


(0) 


8 January - Channel 4 takes full control of Box Plus Network. It had previously 
operated Box Plus Network in a 50/50 joint venture with Bauer Media.“« 

4 May - Channel 4 expands its coverage of motorsport when it begins 
broadcasting the W Series for the first time, showing the first race of the 
competition from the Hockenheimring. 

14 July - Channel 4 shows live coverage of the 2019 Cricket World Cup Final. This 
is the first time since 2005 that live cricket has been shown on terrestrial 
television. Channel 4 had the rights to show highlights of the tournament, Sky_ 
Sports had the live rights to the tournament but had agreed to make the final 
available on free-to-air television if England made the final.“ 


See also[edit] 


e Fourth UK television service 


e Channel 4 
e S4C 
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This article is about proposals in the 1960s and 1970s for a second UK commercial 
television network, sometimes referred to as "ITV-2". For the digital television channel 
named "ITV2", see ITV2. 


In the 1960s and 1970s, an envisioned fourth UK television service was popularly 
referred to as ITV-2, before the launch of Channel 4 and its Welsh counterpart, Sianel 
Pedwar Cymru (or S4C for short) in 1982. 


History[edit] 
Beginnings[edit] 


Plans for independent television to consist of two or more channels in a given area were 
first discussed during its inception, where ways of allowing the composite companies to 
compete directly with one another were considered. When the first broadcasts went on 
the air on 22 September 1955, there was not enough frequency space allocated for 
television, leading to the approach whereby each competing company was allotted a 
part of the country (or in the larger areas a period of the seven-day week, weekdays or 
weekend). 


This arrangement was not seen as ideal and the Independent Television Authority (ITA) 
along with the franchisees continually pushed the government for capacity to license a 
second set of franchises. 


Proposals[edit] 


When transmissions began on 625-line ultra high frequency (UHF) in the early 1960s, 
the General Post Office (GPO) were afforded the task of allocating each transmitter 
region with a set of frequencies that would provide maximum coverage and minimal 
interference; this provided capacity for four services, allowing one each for the 
existing BBC (later BBC-1) and Independent Television (ITV) services already carried 
on 405-line very high frequency (VHF), one for the new BBC-2 (20 April 1964) and a 
fourth for future allocations. 


By 1968, the ITA considered this sufficiently likely that when awarding new franchises 
for the next ten-year period they included a clause that allowed the licence to be 
revoked and reconsidered if 'ITV-2' became a reality. 


The term 'ITV-2' became popular as the term 'ITV' itself grew in popularity for the 
commercial network which had previously been referred to by generic titles 
‘Independent Television' or 'Commercial Television’. In anticipation of the second 
network, it was common for television sets manufactured during the 1960s and 1970s 
to having the four channel buttons labelled BBC-1, BBC-2, ITV-1 and ITV-2. The issue 
was a sensitive political point: the Labour Party of the 1950s and 1960s had traditionally 
been against commercial television and many on the left of the party wanted to see all 
commercial television abolished, advocating instead for an expansion of BBC 

Television (which was not acted upon, most likely due to cost). The 

following Conservative government, and advocates of commercial broadcasting, were 
also slow to act in implementing a new network after coming to power on 18 June 1970, 
instead concentrating on Independent Local Radio (ILR) while the Sound Broadcasting 
Act received royal assent on 12 July 1972 and the Independent Television 

Authority (ITA) accordingly changed its name to the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority (IBA) that same day. 


In February 1977, the Annan Committee on the future of broadcasting makes its 
recommendations, they include the establishment of a fourth independent television 
channel, the establishment of Broadcasting Complaints Commission and an increase in 
independent production. With the approach of the 1979 general election (3 May) both 
the Conservatives and Labour include plans for a fourth channel in their election 
manifestos. Labour favours an Open Broadcasting Authority community service aimed 
at minority groups, while the Conservatives plan is for the channel to be given to ITV. 


81 Both main parties also pledge to launch a separate Welsh language television service 
for Wales,“ and suggests except for an occasional opt-out, the service should be the 
same as that offered in the rest of the United Kingdom. This leads to acts of civil 
disobedience, including refusals to pay the television licence fee and sit-ins 

in BBC and HTV studios and some attacks on television transmitters in Welsh-speaking 
areas. 


On 17 September 1980, the government reverses its position on a separate Welsh 
language service for Wales following opposition from the public and Welsh politicians, 
including a threat from the former president of Plaid Cymru, Gwynfor Evans (1912- 
2005), to go on hunger strike’! and the idea is given the green light. This leads to the 
establishment of the Welsh Fourth Channel Authority. 


Legacyledit] 


The resultant service, Channel 4 (for England, Scotland and Northern Ireland, as well in 
the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands), and a variant for Wales, S4C (Sianel Pedwar 
Cymru in Welsh, Channel Four Wales in English), began in November 1982. It could be 
said that this service was the long-awaited 'ITV-2' in all but name, as it was operated 
and regulated by the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA), later became 

the Independent Television Commission (ITC), was funded by the rest of ITV and (then) 
had a substantial amount of content produced by the major ITV companies until the end 
of 1992. 


Name Nation Advertising funded by ITV regional Service 
companies date 
1 
S4C üla Wales HTV Cymru Wales Novembe 
r 1982 
Channe Thames Television/London Weekend 2 
14 Television, Anglia Television, Television Novembe 
South, HTV West, Television South West, Central |r 1982 
-F England 


Independent Television, Granada 
Television, Yorkshire Television, Tyne Tees 
Television, Border Television 


Border Television, Scottish Television, Grampian 
Television 


E=4 Scotland 


=|= Northern | Ulster Television 
Ireland 


EJ Isle of 


Granada Television, Border Television 


= Guernsey 


| Channel Television 


>X Jersey 


Aftermath[edit] 


On 1 January 1993, Channel 4 becomes an independent statutory corporation, under 
the terms of the Broadcasting Act 1990, the channel is now also allowed to sell its own 
airtime. Under the Act, ITV have agreed to fund Channel 4 if it falls below 14% of total 
advertising revenue. The channel also makes a payment of £38m to ITV under terms of 
its funding formula. 


It was not until 16 years after the launch of Channel 4 and S4C that the name 'ITV2' was 
used for a new digital channel on 7 December 1998. 
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Channel 4 Headquarters 


Wank Week was a controversial season of television programming that was due to be 
broadcast in the United Kingdom by Channel 4, expected to consist of a series of three 
documentary programmes about masturbation. However, plans to broadcast it in March 
2007 came under public attack from senior television figures, and the planned 
broadcasts were pulled amid claims of declining editorial standards and controversy 
over the channel's public service broadcasting credentials. While Wank Week itself was 
cancelled, the films it was meant to showcase may yet be broadcast by the channel at a 
later date.” 


Commissioning and programming[edit] 


The season was commissioned by James Hindle, the channel's factual entertainment 
commissioning editor, and announced in July 2006. It was to consist of three films 
broadcast in the 11pm slot, headlined by a documentary on mass public masturbation. 
This kind of programming was not unprecedented: the Channel had previously screened 
a 'Penis Week',2! reportedly described by MacKenzie as a "Success" in a Guardian article. 
He continued on the subject of Wank Week, "we feel this is exactly the type of 
provocative and mischievous programming that Channel 4 should be covering in the 
11pm slot" In the United Kingdom, the 11pm slot is considered post-watershed, 
defined by the regulator Ofcom in the Broadcasting Code as later than 9pm (although 
transition to more adult material "must not be unduly abrupt at the watershed or after 
the time when children are particularly likely to be listening" according to section 1.6). 
This allows the broadcasting of more sexually explicit content. 


MASTURBATE-A-THON 


Masturbate-a-Thon logo 


The first show to be announced centred on a Masturbate-a-thon held 

in Clerkenwell, London in August 2006. This was a public mass masturbation event 
organised to raise money for the sexual health charity Marie Stopes International. A 
press release from Zig-Zag, the independent production company behind the recording 
of the event, promised that the film would reveal "if the only things allowed to be stiff in 
Britain are upper lips". The programme's working title was Wank-a-thon.! 


A week later, plans for an as yet unnamed second documentary about compulsive male 
masturbators were announced, to be produced by the independent company Spun Gold. 
The film was to be an hour long and focus on men trying to cut down excessive 
masturbatory habits of up to twenty times a day, using methods developed in the 
United States.™ In September 2006, the final film in the series was announced. 

Entitled Masturbation For Girls, it was also to be produced by Spun Gold, and focus 

on female masturbation. It was to feature the sex educationalist Betty Dodson, although 
the format had yet not been finalised. It was reported after the postponement of their 
airing that the second and third films were to be entitled / Can't Stop 

Wanking and Masturbation for Women respectively. 


Controversy and cancellation[edit] 


Wank Week was criticised in the prestigious James MacTaggart Memorial Lecture at the 
2006 Edinburgh International Television Festival on 25 August, only a month after 
Channel 4's initial announcement. Charles Allen, the outgoing Chief Executive of 
Channel 4's commercial rival ITV, attacked Channel 4 for deterioration of output and 
adopting a "begging" approach to finances in the run-up to terrestrial digital 
switchover (requesting subsidies for public service output while pursuing a path of 
commercialism).222 Wank Week's mention came as part of a critique of programming 
that Channel 4 was counting towards its "educational" content. Allen joked that he was 
expecting Wank Week to be included, "but that could be a hard one to pull off even for 
Channel 4."“ The pun was subsequently repeated in the press.221 


Criticisms of Wank Week were echoed later in 2006 by Sir Jeremy Isaacs, the first Chief 
Executive of Channel 4, in an article for Prospect magazine. Isaacs argued that Channel 
4's increased commercialisation led to a targeting of the 16- to 34-year-old audience, 
and the subsequent "obsession with adolescent transgression and sex" could be seen in 
programming such as Designer Vaginas, The World's Biggest Penis and Wank Week.2! 


Although these public attacks led to reports of concern in Channel 4 management, 
postponement of Wank Week did not take place until early February 2007, only a month 
before its planned screening. There had been a major racism controversy during 
January's Celebrity Big Brother contest, and the launch of Wank Week raised the 
prospect of further embarrassment at a critical time: Ofcom was reviewing the 


channel's finances ahead of the digital switchover, with the continued nature of Channel 
4's existence as a state-owned but advertisement-funded public service broadcaster at 
stake.“ Broadcast magazine reported that several senior figures at Channel 4 had felt 
uncomfortable about Wank Week, including deputy chairman David Puttnam and 
chairman Luke Johnson, although they had originally not intended to formally object. 
The atmosphere following the Ce/ebrity Big Brother racism row was suggested to have 
influenced the decision.24 


According to the media section of The Guardian, the films commissioned for Wank Week 
are likely to be broadcast at a later date, but probably not as part of a dedicated season 
of programming, and certainly not under the Wank Week banner.“! Dan Wootton, senior 
reporter at Broadcast, criticised the decision, calling it "Wimpy". Contrasting it with the 
way that Channel 4 executives had been prepared to defend Celebrity Big Brother, he 
concluded they had acted hypocritically.2= 


See also[edit] 


eee sexuality portal 


e Masturbate-a-thon 

e National Masturbation Day 
e No Nut November 

e Shark Week 
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External links[edit] 


e Channel 4's website, www.channel4.com 
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All 4 


All 4 homepage up until February 2019 


Original Channel Four Television Corporation 


author(s) 


Developer(s) Channel Four Television Corporation 


Initial release 16 November 2006 


Stable release 30 March 2015 


Platform Channel4.com 


Virgin Media 

YouView including BT TV and TalkTalk 
IV 

Sky 

Freeview Play 

Roku 

PlayStation 3 & 4 

iOS 

Android 

IPTV 

Freesat 

Windows 8, 10, Phone 8 & Phone 10 
Xbox 360 & Xbox One 


Now TV 
Available in English 
Type Television catch-up 
Website www.channel4.com 


All 4 is a video on demand service from the Channel Four Television Corporation.” The 
service launched on 16 November 2006 as 40D (shorthand for 4 on Demand). The 
service offers a variety of programmes recently shown on Channel 

4, E4, More4, Film4 and 4Music and shorts.) However some programmes and movies 
are not available due to rights issues, and the service is incapable of streaming in 
resolutions greater than 576p. 


The cable and IPTV versions are operated through an appropriate set-top box whilst the 
internet variant can be accessed via their website. All 4 generated around 215 million 
long-form video views on all platforms where it is available in the first half of 2011, 
making Channel 4 the biggest commercial UK broadcaster in the video on-demand 
market during the period." 


On 30 March 2015, 40D was merged into and renamed All 4.© 


On 1 March 2019 All 4 was rebranded with a new logo, website design and app design. 
tı The rebrand included a trial for registered users to pay, and get adverts removed from 
their shows on laptops and PC's called All 4+. If the trial is deemed successful it may 
become a permanent feature in future. = 


Web platforms[edit] 
Channel4.com[edit] 


All 4 is the main source of on demand programmes from Channel 4, E4, and More4. The 
catch up service currently lasts 30 days, and the archive has thousands of hours of 
programming.” 


As of April 2009, the internet version is fully available to Mac and Windows users 
with Adobe Flash Player installed. 


The "catch-up" service offers content free of charge for 30 days after a programme's 
broadcast on Channel 4. As of 2011, not all content is available to Irish users, due to 
licensing restrictions; however, the majority of the programming is available.“ Live 
streaming of Channel 4 and its sister channels is not available outside the UK. 


Channel 4 relaunched 40D on 31 August 2011.24 At the heart of the changes is 'My 
4oD', allowing registered users to build playlists, schedule shows, maintain a record of 
what they have watched, save their favourites in a single place, and receive in-page 
reminders from Channel 4 whenever a new episode is available for them to watch. 

421 Other features include better full-page viewing and optimised site navigation during 
viewing. 


Since 2014, the service stops users with ad blocking software from watching videos on 
All 4, [xttation neeaea 


Amazon Instant Video[edit] 


Amazon Instant Video has a content deal with Channel 4, giving its members streaming 
access to All 4's archive in a specially branded All 4 collection.“ 


Blinkbox[edit] 


Blinkbox previously acquired licenses for a number of programmes to be access on its 
website, although All 4 itself is not available. Some TV series are available for free, such 
as Balls of Steel, Embarrassing Bodies, Shameless UK, and Skins, while others, for 
example ER , Shameless US, and The Big Bang Theory, have to be bought. 


NetflixLedit] 


Netflix has bought the rights to a number of Channel 4 shows, such as Father Ted, IT 
Crowd, and The Inbetweeners, and are shown without adverts.“#4281 The majority of 
these shows are set to be removed from Netflix on 15 February 2014.2 


YouTube[edit] 


4oD launched on YouTube in the UK in late 2009, with seven genre-dedicated channels 
for 40D additional to separate channels Channel 4 and E4. ‘tationneedeal However, it was 
announced on 7 January 2014 that Channel 4 had removed all its long-form 
programming from YouTube in order to focus on the 40D platform itself, although 
programming from 4Shorts and Mashed would remain available.“ 


Television platforms[edit] 
Blu-ray players and televisions[edit] 


An All 4 app for the Samsung Smart TV service was released on 22 March 2013." 


Freesat[edit] 


All 4 became available as part of Freesat's second generation Free Time guide on 27 
June 2013, offering the last seven days of programming integrated to the TV guide and 
access to the All 4 archive via the on demand section.24 As of 22 February 2018 All 4 
will no longer be available on Freesat services.24) 


SkyLedit] 
All 4 was added to Sky's On Demand service on 18 March 2013.21 
Virgin Media[edit] 


All 4 is available on Virgin Media's cable television service. This platform offers 
programmes for 7 days after broadcast and Virgin has exclusive use of most of Channel 
4 archive which is free on XL package. In 2007, Virgin Media announced plans to offer 
high definition programming through All 4 but as of 2012 no further information has 
been released. 


YouView[edit] 


All 4 was one of four services available at the launch of YouView in July 2012. At launch, 
the All 4 app contained options to resume watching recent programmes and browse by 
most popular, categories, collections, and A-to-Z, but lacked a search function and 
contained non-skippable adverts.2 It is also available for BT TV and TalkTalk Plus 

TV customers, as these services run on YouView. 


Game consoles[edit] 
PlayStation 3[edit] 


All 4 was released on 14 December 2010 on PlayStation 3 via the PlayStation Network. 
251 This service was accessible through ps3.channel4.com,2# but has now been replaced 
with a native app. The app version of All 4 for PlayStation 3 was released on 20 June 
2013, allowing access to the full All 4 library.24 All 4 on PS3 is free and ad-funded with 
pre-, mid- and post-roll video ads being sold and served by Channel 4. 


PlayStation 4[edit] 
The All 4 app was launched on PlayStation 4 on 23 December 2015. 
Xbox 360[edit] 


On 5 October 2011, it was announced that All 4 would be made available to all Xbox 
Live Gold members. /#l292°1 The service also integrates with the Xbox 

360’s Kinect controller. All 4 was added to the Xbox Live on 21 December 2011.2 All 
content on Xbox Live contains ads which cannot be skipped. 


Xbox One[edit] 


On 8 November 2013, Channel 4 announced that the All 4 app would be available 
on Xbox One when it launched on 22 November 2013.21 


Mobile platforms[edit] 
Android devices[edit] 


An All 4 app for the Android operating system was released on 5 February 2013. 
However the app is missing the previously promised feature to watch TV live channels, 
831 jn addition it's limited to Wi-Fi connections and doesn't support rooted devices. 2851 An 
updated version was released on 25 July 2013 providing download and watch offline 
support.24 Users are frustrated that the adverts stream properly but that the 
programme content shows as a black screen with audio only. All4's technical support's 
explanation that this is to do with limited bandwidth seems unlikely to users who have 
no problems with other services such as Netflix. 


iOS devices[edit] 


An All 4 iPad app launched on 3 May 2011, the app offers a 30-day catch-up service. 
871 The current requirements to run this app is a compatible with iPad with iOS 3.2 or 
later. The design of the app was elegant and intuitive but received negative reviews 
around technical issues and its use of commercial breaks. 


An All 4 app for the iPhone and iPod Touch allowing a 30-day catch-up was released on 
2 September 2011, along with an update to the iPad app.22 Both apps now feature 
enhanced search functionality to enable users to more easily navigate the catch-up and 
archive content. They can both be browsed in 3G, but video playback is still only 
available with a Wi-Fi signal to "ensure the quality of the viewing experience isn't 
affected". The apps also feature a link to Channel 4's content on iTunes, offering the 
chance to purchase shows. 


An updated version was released on 25 July 2013 providing download and watch offline 
support.&2 


Windows Phone[edit] 


On 13 November 2013, a native All 4 app was launched for mobile phones running 
the Windows Phone 8 platform.4 


Computer platforms[edit] 


The service was originally available as a Windows-only desktop program for 
downloading shows similar to BBC iPlayer Desktop.” Following the launch of the web 
version of 40D in April 2009, the desktop client continued to allow content from outside 
the catch-up window to be downloaded.“4 The Kontiki based program which 

offered Windows Media Video downloads was closed in July 2009. 2421 


The desktop client offered programming from other broadcasters such 

as FX“ and National Geographic! as well as movies from 20th Century Fox. 

a A Download To Own (DTO) or "Buy" feature was also available on selected content, 
allowing users to purchase a programme and keep it for as long as they wish. 


On 17 December 2012, Channel 4 and Microsoft released a dedicated All 4 application 
for Windows 8.47 The move saw Channel 4 become the first major UK broadcaster to 
support the operating system with a native app.“ 


Exclusive programming/[edit] 


e Channel 4 Shorts (2014-present) 
e Walter Presents (2016-present) - foreign language titles 
e The Island with Bear Grylls USA (2016-present) 


e Hunted America (2017-present) 


See also[edit] 


e BBC iPlayer 
e ITV Hub 
e My5 
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This article is about the British committee on broadcasting. For the commission on 
Rakhine, Myanmar headed by Kofi Annan, see Advisory Commission on Rakhine State. 


The Annan Committee on the future of broadcasting was established in April 1974 
to discuss the United Kingdom broadcasting industry, including new technologies and 
their funding, the role and funding of the BBC, Independent Broadcasting Authority and 
programme standards. 


In February 1977 the committee recommended:"™ 


e Changes to BBC funding by Licence Fee 

e Fourth, independent, television channel 

e Long-term restructure and diversification of broadcasting 
e Establishment of Broadcasting Complaints Commission 

e Privatisation of local radio 

e Independence from direct political control 

e Increase in independent production 


Outcomesledit] 


e Increased licence fee 

e Channel 4 (implemented in 1980) 

e Channel 4 being of a more "open" nature rather than one of balance such as the 
BBC 


Members[edit] 


e Lord Annan 

e Peter Goldman 

e Professor Hilde Himmelweit 
e Tom Jackson 

e Sir Antony Jay 

e Marghanita Laski 

e Hilda M. Lawrence 

e A. Dewi Lewis 

e Sir James Mackay 

e The Hon Mrs Charles Morrisont<21cation needed) 
e Dipak Nandy 

e John G Parkes 

e John Pollock 

e Professor Geoffrey Sims 

e Phillip Whitehead MP 

e Sir Marcus Worsley 
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The Channel 4 Sheffield Pitch is an annual competition sponsored by British public- 
service television broadcaster Channel 4, which seeks to offer one 

new documentary maker the chance to make a film for the company. It takes place 
within the Sheffield International Documentary Festival, and at £30,000 represents the 
largest single award for documentary film in the UK. 


Format(edit] 


Potential pitchers, who cannot already be established filmmakers, must submit a very 
brief description of their idea for a documentary film. The eight most compelling ideas 
are selected, and the shortlisted directors must then pitch their idea to a panel of 
Channel 4 commissioners in front of an industry audience at the annual Sheffield 
International Documentary Festival. The winning director is awarded a £30,000 
commission to make their film, and professional mentorship from a Channel 4 editor. 


The award, now in its fifth year, is part of the station's 47a/ent initiative to help new 
talent break into the very competitive UK television industry. Other projects in the 
scheme include FourDocs and the popular 3 Minute Wonder short film awards. 


Recent winners{[edit] 

e 2006 - Haryun Kim, English Wonderland 

e 2005 - Havana Marking, The Crippendales 
e 2004 - Dominic Waugh, / Speak Animal 
External links[edit] 


e Havana Marking on IMDb 
e Dominic Waugh Three Minute Wonder page 
e Website of Haryun Kim 


x This award-related article is a stub. You can help Wikipedia 
by expanding it. 
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template message) 


3 Minute Wonder 


3 Minute Wonder title card 


Country of origin Great Britain 
Production 
Running time 5 minutes 
Release 
Original network Channel 4 
Original release 2006 


3 Minute Wonder is a short Channel 4 television slot that broadcasts first 

time directors’ three-minute TV programmes in the middle of the channel's 

weekday primetime schedule. It offers first-time directors and assistant producers the 
opportunity to air their work to a large audience, and in doing so, to take a first step into 
the competitive UK film industry. 


The 3 Minute Wonder strand is part of the Channel 4's 47a/ent initiative to help new 
talent break into the very competitive UK television industry. Other projects in the 
scheme include FourDocs and the Channel 4 Sheffield Pitch documentary competition. 


Channel 4 offers new directors £4000 and their assistance in making their shorts which 
are then broadcast at 7.55pm every weekday.” 


The films shown on the series are primarily documentaries that generally highlight a 
current issue that is not in the public eye, for instance synesthesia or domestic abuse." 


It has previously featured Karl Pilkington in a series of 4 and was mentioned on The 
Ricky Gervais Show. 
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e 3 Minute Wonder at Channel4.com 
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There have been two Channel 4 Banned seasons. The first aired in April 1991 over 
three weeks and saw the broadcast of a number of films and documentaries which had 
previously been banned from British television or cinema. The second was in 2004/2005 
and consisted of a series of documentaries concerning the history of explicit and 
controversial material on British television. 


1991 Banned season([edit] 


Banned was a series of programmes shown over a three-week period in April 1991. 

u The idea for the season was conceived as a statement about the censorship of 
broadcasting at the time. The season included network television showings 

of Scum (which was edited to remove some of the violent gang rape scene and the 
subsequent graphic suicide of the victim), Monty Python's Life of Brian (which was 
preceded by a warning that viewers may find the film's treatment of religious themes 
upsetting), the controversial documentary feature The Animals Film and Derek 
Jarman's Sebastiane and Jubilee. There was also a second broadcast of the controversial 
1988 Thames Television documentary Death on the Rock which investigated the 
shooting of three members of the IRA by the SAS in Gibraltar. The season proved to be 
controversial and Channel 4 was investigated by the Obscene Publications Squad and 
referred to the Director of Public Prosecutions.” 


2004/2005 Banned season[edit] 


The Channel 4 Banned season was a series of television documentaries on 
the UK's Channel 4 in 2004-2005, examining the history of explicit and controversial 
material on British television, and its infiltration of the mainstream. 


These documentaries included (original airdate if known): 


e X-Rated: The Pop Videos They Tried to Ban, 24 July 2004 — Music videos (IMDb 
page) 

e X-Rated, 9 December 2004 (possibly a.k.a. X-Rated: The Sex Films They Tried to 
Ban®!) — About films given the X certificate by the BBFC. (IMDb) 

e X-Rated: The TV They Tried to Ban, 6 March 2005 — A history of television 
programmes that caused controversy, pushed boundaries or were banned in some 
way. (IMDb) 

e X-Rated: Top 20 Most Controversial TV Moments, March 2005 — Similar to the 
above, but measuring the number of complaints that programmes received (IMDb) 

e Banned in the UK, 7, 8, 9, 10 March 2005 — Four-part series demonstrating different 
kinds of censorship, such as censorship by the government or of art. (IMDb) 

e X-Rated: The Ads They Couldn't Show — TV advertisements that were controversial, 
or banned from UK broadcast due to their content. (IMDb) 
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Renowned Films is a London/LA based production company founded by Sony Gold 
award winning Duane Jones and Broadcast™ award winning creatives Max Welch and 
Tim Withers. Renowned is backed by leading US independent studio Critical Content and 
is fast establishing itself as a leader in factual and factual entertainment programming. 
Producing mainstream, cut-through, noisy factual, fact-ent, formats, documentaries and 
branded content with a twist. 


FILMS 


Renowned Films Logo 


Renowned Films has produced hundreds of hours of factual, documentary, format and 
reality television alongside its branded content division that has worked with clients 
including Adidas, Selfridges, Apple and Beats by Dre. Renowned's recent projects 
include 'The Peng Life' with the Chicken Connoisseur for Channel 41, 'NYPD Biggest 
Gang in New York?' for the BBC, 'The Women Who Kill Lions", 'Top Dad with Ashley 
Walters"! and series 3 of ‘Random Acts’ for Channel 4, as well as Pranksterz for ITV2 ™ 


In 2015, Channel 4 took an equity stake in Renowned Films as part of its £20 million 
Growth Fund," which has seen the company grow and establish itself as one of the 
fastest growing indie production companies in the UK." David Abraham Channel 4’s 
Chief Executive said: “Renowned are a passionate and ambitious team with an appetite 
to create compelling formats across both new and traditional media platforms to inspire 
young audiences globally. We’re looking forward to working with this talented young 
indie to help push them to the next level.” 


In 2017 Critical Content acquired an undisclosed stake in Renowned with Channel 4 
exiting the business". The transaction signalled the formation of a strategic partnership 
between Critical Content and Renowned to supercharge Critical Contents international 
expansion and foothold in the UK market, alongside boosting Renowned's UK growth 
and allowing the business to capitalise on its rapid US success. The partnership saw CEO 
of Critical Content Tom Forman and EVP / CFO Christoph Pachler joining the board. 


Tom Forman said "they’re a young, diverse company with a really fresh take on the 
space. It’s a good way to complement Critical. They are fact-ent guys in their DNA, and 
as we looked at new companies that might be able to get our IP away in the UK, and 
people who may create a format that we would be excited to bring into the U.S., I’d bet 
on them any day.” 
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This article is about the British television channel. For the film production company, 
see Film4 Productions. For the on demand service, see Film4oD. 


Film4 


Launched 1 November 1998 


Owned by Channel Four Television 


Corporation 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 1.07% 
0.28% (+1) (April 2019, BARB) 


Slogan Great films for free 
Country United Kingdom 


Formerly called Film Four 


(1998-2006) 


Sister channel(s) 4seven 
Channel 4 
E4 
More4 
4Music 
Box Upfront 
The Box 
Box Hits 
Kerrang! 
Kiss 


Magic 


Website film4.com 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 14 


Channel 45 (+1) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 300 
Channel 301 (+1) 


Sky Channel 313 (SD/HD) 
Channel 314 (+1) 
Channel 853 (SD) 


Astra 2E 10714 H 22000 5/6 
(28.2°E) 10936 V 22000 5/6 (+1) 
12266 H 29500 8/9 (HD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 428 
Channel 429 (HD) 


Virgin Media Ireland Channel 323 
Channel 324 (+1) 
Channel 343 (HD) 


UPC Channel 166 (CH-D) 
Cablecom (Switzerlan 


d) 


Naxoo (Switzerland) Channel 226 


WightFibre Channel 29 
Channel 30 (+1) 


IPTV 
BT Programmes available on- 
demand 
SwisscomTV Channel arbitrary 
(Switzerland) 
Eir Vision Channel 315 


Channel 316 (+1) 


Streaming media 


All 4 Watch live 


FilmOn Watch live 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Film4 is a British free-to-air television channel owned by the Channel Four Television 
Corporation, that broadcasts films. It was launched in 1 November 1998. While its 
standard-definition channel is available as a FTA network, its high-definition variant is 
offered as a pay television service. 


History[edit] 


Film4 was started in 1982 as Film4 Productions, a film production company owned by 
Channel Four Television Corporation and has been responsible for backing a large 
number of films made in the United Kingdom, and around the world. The company's first 
production was Walter, directed by Stephen Frears, which was released in 1982. In late 
1998, the outfit was re-branded as FilmFour, to coincide with the launch of a new Digital 
TV channel of the same name on the Sky Digital and ONdigital platforms. Film4 was 
originally known as FilmFour and became Channel 4's second channel (after Channel 4 
itself). It was a subscription-only service available on satellite television via the Sky 
platform, digital terrestrial via ITV Digital (until the platform went into administration in 
2002), and most UK cable services. It cost £6 a month, eventually rising to £7. The 
launch night, which was also broadcast on Channel 4, was hosted by Johnny 

Vaughan and the first film to be shown was The Usual Suspects. 


Channel 4 cut its budget from £30 to £10 million and 50 staff in 2002, due to mounting 
losses, and re-integrated FilmFour as a division of its TV operation to continue to invest 
in new films. The cuts were a consequence of FilmFour's unsuccessful attempts to 
compete with Hollywood. David Thompson, head of BBC Films, described it as "a very 
sad day" for the British film industry. The British film industry needs confidence right 
now and this doesn't inspire confidence, "#22! 


In 2004, Tessa Ross became head of both Film4 and Channel 4 drama.“ The name 
"Film4 Productions" was introduced in 2006 to tie in with the relaunch of the FilmFour 
broadcast channel as Film4. FilmFour Weekly ceased broadcasting on 19 July 2006 
when the subscription service ended. The subscription service ended on 19 July 2006 
and the channel re-launched (under the slightly modified name of Film4) as a free-to-air 
service a few days later on 23 July. When the channel became free, it also returned to 
digital terrestrial as part of the Freeview brand, and became completely free-to-air on 
satellite television. Due to the change, the channel's availability increased from 300,000 
(subscribers) to 18 million households. It also changed its broadcasting hours to 12:45 - 
08:45, and commercial breaks were included during films for the first time. The first film 
broadcast under the new format was the British non-subscription television premiere 

of Lost in Translation. Prior to the arrivals of Movie Mix and movies4men on 

the Freeview platform, Film4 was the only free film channel available on digital 
terrestrial television. 


From 23 May 2009, the broadcasting hours were changed to 11:00am - 04:00am, with it 
broadcasting teleshopping or an animated caption stating it will return at 11:00 during 
the downtime hours. 


On 1 November 2010, Film4 partnered with FilmFlex to launch Film4oD. 


On 2 September 2014, Film4 debuted a new on-air look, designed by Man vs. Machine. 
‘| There are 15 new idents in the series which run alongside a new on-screen 
presentation. 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 
Film4 +1[edit] 


Prior to 20 August 2007, Film4 operated a one-hour-timeshift channel, Film4 +1, on 
satellite, cable and Freeview. This channel was dropped on Freeview to make way for 
Channel 4 +1, but returned on 27 August 2013. It continued to be broadcast on Sky, 
Virgin and Freesat during this time period.™ As of November 2014, Film4+1 became 
available via Freeview HD Services only. On 10 January 2019 Film4+1 was moved 
from the Freeview HD PSB3 (DVB-t2) multiplex to the Freeview PSB-2 (DVB-t) 

multiplex “4 thus making the service available to viewers who have not yet upgraded 
their TV receivers for DVB-t2 reception. The capacity on PSB-2 was made available by 
the "Sewing Quarter" service moving to Freeview COM6 (DVB-t) multiplex operated 

by Argiva and available from all main and daughter transmitting stations, but not relays. 


Film4 HD[edit] 


On 20 July 2010, Film4 HD launched exclusively on Virgin Media's cable television 
platform on channel 429, it is only available on certain packages.%42! Film4 HD launched 
on Sky on 2 September 2013, but requires customers to add the Sky HD upgrade to 
their subscription.““. Film 4 HD is not available on Freesat or Freeview. 


Other channels[edit] 


This section may be confusing or unclear to 
jN readers. Please help us clarify the section. There might be a 


discussion about this on the talk page. (January 2019) (Learn how 
and when to remove this template message) 


Later, additional channels were added, FilmFour World and FilmFour Extreme which 
operated on a timeshare and the timeshift channel FilmFour +1. FilmFour World and 
Extreme were discontinued in 2003 and replaced by FilmFour Weekly, which screened 
four films across the week at the same time each day to make it easier to catch a film 
at least once.: FilmFour Weekly ceased broadcasting on 19 July 2006 when the 
subscription service ended. 


The channel offered an online Video on demand service, Film4oD until it was closed in 
July 2015. 


Former logos[edit] 


FilmFour logo 1998-2006 


FILM | 
E 
bus j 


Logo of timeshifted version; "Film4 +1" 


FILM d 


Logo of high-definition version; "Film4 HD" 


FilmFour logo 2006-2018 


Film4 logo from 2018 
See also[edit] 


e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
e 50 Films to See Before You Die 
e London FrightFest Film Festival 


e 4+Film FrightFest Film Festival 
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50 Films to See Before You Die 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


50 Films to See Before You Die was a television programme first shown on Channel 
4 on Saturday 22 July 2006, to celebrate the relaunch of Film4 as a free-to-air TV 
channel available to digital terrestrial homes in the United Kingdom. It consisted of a list 
of 50 films compiled by film critics and personalities. Each film was "chosen as a 
paragon of a particular genre or style". Apocalypse Now was chosen as the #1 film. 


Recent movies dominate the list: nine are from the 2000s, twelve from the 1990s, nine 
from the 1980s, nine from the 1970s, and only eleven movies from all the years prior to 
1970. 


Three of the 50 films on the list were produced or distributed by Channel 4's own Film4 
Productions - Trainspotting (#25), Secrets & Lies (#49) and Sexy Beast (#5). 


See also[edit] 
e 50 Documentaries to See Before You Die 
External links[edit] 


e 50 Films to See Before You Die on IMDb 
e Film 4's list of 50 films to see before you die 


London FrightFest Film Festival 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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FrightFest 
Location London, England, UK 
Language International 
Website frightfest.co.uk 


FrightFest, also known as Horror Channel FrightFest, is an annual film festival held 
in central London over the August Bank Holiday weekend. The first event was held in 
the year 2000. 


As its name indicates, the primary focus is on the horror genre. However, it has included 
a wide variety of movies that blur the boundaries of genre definitions. 


History[edit] 


The festival was envisioned and run by film producer Paul McEvoy, lan Rattray a film 
distributor, Alan Jones”! a journalist, and Greg Day! a film and television PR. They are a 
visible force throughout the weekend and eager for feedback. Films are introduced on 
stage by a varying combination of the organisers. Question and Answer sessions are 
also compered by them. 


For five years the festival was held at the Prince Charles Cinema (PCC). In 2005, it 
moved to the Odeon West End (OWE) due to increasing audiences. In 2009, it found a 
new home in Empire, Leicester Square. Various one-off events have been held at 
venues across the UK. The Fright Fest brand has been included in the Cambridge Film 
Festival and the Glasgow Film Festival. 


The Festival has been host to many personal appearances by those involved with the 
making of the films being shown. Notable attendees include George A. Romero, Rob 
Zombie,“ Paul W. S. Anderson, Park Chan-wook, Danny Boyle, Guillermo del 


Toro (twice), Brian Yuzna, Neil Marshall, Uwe Boll, John Landis, Don Mancini, Barbara 
Crampton (twice), Kane Hodder, Gaspar Noé, Richard Brake, Adam Green, and Tobe 
Hooper. 

FrightFest has had a number of different sponsors over the span of its life, 


including Film4, Volkswagen Lupo, Bizarre magazine (of which the August issue was 
given away free), Xfm, Zone Horror and Play.com. 


Poster and logo designs are provided by the artist Graham Humphreys. 
FrightFest is an adherent member of the European Fantastic Film Festivals Federation. 


Festival Line-ups[edit] 


The following is a listing of each film and shorts (and previews) shown at the festival 
each year. 


FF2000{edit] 


Friday: The Lighthouse - with director Simon Hunter in attendance, Ed 
Gein accompanied by Steve Railsback and dir. Chuck Parello, Freeway Il: Confessions of 
a Trickbaby + Short: Purgatory. 


Saturday: The Phantom of the Opera (Dario Argento), Christina's House, Scary 
Movie, Pitch Black, Blood, Guts, Bullets and Octane (replaced Psycho Beach Party) 


Sunday: Ringu 2, Blood, The Criminal introduced by director Julian 
Simpson, Anatomie+ short In Memory of Laura 


Monday: Mario Bava: Maestro of the Macabre, Dario Agento an eye for horror, The 
13th Sign attended by director Adam Mason, Audition, Cut 


FF2001{edit] 


Friday: The Bunker (with dir. Rob Green), Reve/ation (with dir. Stuart Urban), Kiss of the 
Dragon + The Window (short) 


Saturday: Cubbyhouse, Sleepless + Sister Lulu (short), Scary Movie 2 introduced by 
the Wayan Brothers, The Devil's Backbone, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre 2 


Sunday: Cradle of Fear (with dir. Alex Chandon), Urban Gothic - TV episode (with cast 
and crew). Dust (with dir. Adam Mason), Brotherhood of the Wolf + Universal 
(short). Battle Royale 


Monday: A/one (with dir. Phil Claydon), The Isle, Ginger Snaps (replaced Trouble Every 
Day), Jeepers Creepers 


FF2002{edit] 


The front rows of the PCC become available to weekend passholders for the first time. 


Friday: Nine Lives with Dir. Andrew Green and Prod. Giles Hattersley, Frailty, The 
Princess Blade 


Saturday: Donnie Darko, The Eye, Halloween: Resurrection, One Hour Photo, My Little 
Eye with dir. Marc Evans. Resident Evil promo with Paul W. S. Anderson and 
Producer Jeremy Bolt. 


Sunday: Swimfan, Tuno Negro, Dark Water, Spider with novelist/screenwriter Patrick 
McGrath, 


Monday: The Happiness of the Katakuris, Bloody Mallory with Julien 
Magnat, /nsomnia with Christopher Nolan, Ted Bundy with Dir. Matthew Bright and Prod. 
Hamish McAlpine. 


Shorts: Pissboy with Dir. Jim Sloan, The League of Gentlemen's The Cicerones with Dir. 
Jeremey Dyson and actor Mark Gatiss, Jake West's Whacked 


Also there was an appearance by Danny Boyle with the first reel of 28 Days Later. 
FF2003{edit] 


FrightFest 2003 introduced a Surprise Movie to its schedule. The surprise movie was 
originally slated to appear on the Sunday timetable. Due to losing The Butterfly 

Effect from the festival schedule it was moved to Friday. The slot was filled however by 
a last minute arrival of Dracula: Pages from a Virgin's Diary. This was a free of charge 
addition to the Festival. 


Friday: Octane with Dir. Marcus Adams and crew, Surprise Movie (The League of 
Extraordinary Gentlemen), Beyond Re-Animator 


Saturday: Tattoo with short Virus, Malefigue introduced by Dir. Eric 
Valette, Cypher with short Suspended, Jeepers Creepers 2, Charlie's Family 


Sunday Dracula: Pages from a Virgin's Diary, Phone, The Last Horror Movie with 
Dir. Julian Richards, Gozu + Trailer Trash (a compilation of rare and odd trailers), Cabin 
Fever with pre-recorded intro' by Dir. Eli Roth. 


Monday House of the Dead + short The Last Dream, Between Your Legs, Fear 
X with Nicolas Winding Refn, House of 1000 Corpses with Dir. Rob Zombie. 


FF2004{edit] 


This year the short movies were shown in one block. The event also added an earlier 
start time for Sat - Mon. 


Friday: O/dboy with Dir. Park Chan-wook, Haute Tension with Dir. Alexandre Aja and 
star Cécile de France, Too/box Murders remake. 


Saturday: Profondo Rosso, The Tesseract, Romasanta: The Werewolf Hunt with Prod. 
Brian Yuzna and Dir. Paco Plaza, The | Inside, He//boy, with Dir. Guillermo del Toro with 
an unannounced appearance by actors Ron Perlman + Selma Blair + Rupert Evans (all 
remained for a Q&A), Monster Man 


Sunday: The Card Player (// cartaio), Buppah Rahtree, Code 46, Calvaire, Ginger Snaps 
Back: The Beginning with Dir. John Fawcett and Prod. Paula Devonshire. 


Short Film Showcase: Rex Steele Nazi Smasher, Oltro Ladrillo En La Pared (Another Brick 
in the Wall), La Guarida Del Ermitano (In The Hermits Lair), L'Autre (The Other), Amor So 
De Mae (Love from Mother Only). 


Trailer Trash was not a feature in 2004 but was replaced with the second reel of A/ien 
vs. Predator. Also Don Mancini with a rough cut trailer for Seed of Chucky. 


Monday: The Eye 2, One Point 0, The Hillside Strangler with Prod. Hamish 
McAlpine, Casshern, The Machinist with Dir. Brad Anderson. 


Tuesday: a last moment one off addition of Creep with Dir. Christopher Smith and 
actress Franka Potente. A Q&A session afterwards features as an extra on the Region 2 
DVD. 


FF2005{edit] 


FrightFest moved to Screen One of the Odeon West End. For the first time the festival 
started early on the Friday morning. This was to support the opening movie Land of the 
Dead by screening the three preceding ...of the Dead movies. 


Greg Nicotero was slated to provide an onstage demonstration of make up application. 
Circumstances lead to the event being a display of zombie props from Nicotero. 


Friday: Night of the Living Dead, Dawn of the Dead, Day of the Dead, Gregory 
Nicotero onstage with prop zombies, Land of the Dead with George A. Romero, A 


Bittersweet Life, Evil Aliens with Dir. Jake West introducing, and actors. 


Saturday: Do You Like Hitchcock?, Dead Meat with Dir. Conor McMahon, Ban the Sadist 
Videos documentary with Prod. Carl Daft, The Neighbour No. 13 + short film The 

Eel introduced by Dir., Wild Country with Producers and actresses Samantha 

Shields and Nicola Muldoon, The Roost introduced by Dir. Ti West, 2001 Maniacs 


Sunday: The Collingswood Story + short The Ten Steps, Marebito + short The 
Victim, Wes Craven's Red Eye (replacing Boo), Night Watch, Dominion: Prequel to the 
Exorcist. 


Monday: Born to Fight, Day of the Dead 2: Contagium + short Mrs Davenport's 
Throat introduced by Prod. David McGillivray, P with Dir. Paul Spurrier, Antikörper with 
Dir. Christian Alvart, Wo/f Creek with Dir. Greg McLean also actresses Cassandra 
Magrath and Kestie Morassi. 


2005 also saw the creation of Alan Jones' FrightFest Year Book. This was a retrospective 
of genre films of that year. An opening chapter concerned itself with the Fest itself. The 
book dealt with 2005 but saw publication from Revolver Books in 2006.2 


Additionally over the course of the weekend a satellite link up with Dir. Hideo 
Nakata was attempted. Due to technical difficulties it was mostly unsuccessful. 


FF2006[edit] 


The Festival grew in size again this year. Due to interest garnered by the success of 
FF2005 the event had to move from Screen One to Screen Two. 


Guillermo del Toro chose FF2006 to hold the UK premiere of Pan's Labyrinth over The 
London Film Festival. 


The festival brochure/programme expanded too with an original comic strip 
(Intermission by John-Paul Kamath of London Horror Comic) and an original short story 
by author/critic Kim Newman.” There was additionally an unofficial early start to 
proceedings with a charity screening in aid of the Teenage Cancer Trust. 


Original music composed for FrightFest played between movies and was supplied by 
Dave Andrews. A FrightFest exclusive trailer for Hot Fuzz was presented by Edgar 


Wright. 


Thursday: charity screening of Severance with Dir. Christopher Smith + 
Screenwriter James Moran. 


Friday: The Hound of the Baskervilles introduced by Mark Gatiss, Countess 

Dracula, Twins of Evil screening as an afternoon Hammer retrospective, El laberinto del 
fauno (Pan's Labyrinth) with Guillermo del Toro and Alfonse Cuarón, Hatchet with 

Dir. Adam Green, Frostbiten + short Gasoline Blood 


Saturday: /so/ation with Dir. Billy O'Brien, Earthlings Ugly Bags of Mostly Water + 
short Out of the Darkness, CUT! competition short film showcase (Hammer Falls, Torn 
Flesh, The Silent Scream, Natural Birthing, A Very Grimm Fairytale, The Collector, Curta 
Veraso, The Fall Down, Dead Wood, Kasting) The Marsh with Dir. Jordan Baker, See No 
Evil, Adrift aka Open Water 2: Adrift + Trailer Trash, Snoop Dogg's Hood of Horror 


Sunday: Broken with Dir. Adam Mason and cast/crew + short snatching time, The 
Living and the Dead with Dir. Simon Rumley, * IIs + short /n the Place of the 
Dead, Grimm Love + Trailer Trash, The Lost, Sheitan, 


Monday: H6: Diary of a Serial Killer + short Missed Call, Ghost of Mae Nak with 
Dir. Mark Duffied (replacing Re-cyc/le) + short film Deadly Tantrum, Puritan with 
Dir. Hadi Hajaig and actors David Soul + Nick Moran, Behind the Mask: The Rise of 
Leslie Vernon, The Host. 


FF2007({edit] 


The start of the Fest officially moved to the Thursday evening slot. Film4 took over 
sponsorship. The final day of the Fest supported an attempt to break the Zombie Walk 
record to tie in with the showing of The Zombie Diaries.“ 


Alan Jones and Adam Green conducted a live commentary for Hatchet.” 
The festival was covered by Emily Booth reporting for Zone Horror 


Thursday: Black Sheep with Dir. Jonathan King, screening of extra features from the 28 
Weeks Later DVD with Prod. Andrew Macdonald, Doomsday preview footage with 
Dir. Neil Marshall, Black Water. 


Friday: Hatchet -Live commentary with Dir. Adam Green and Alan Jones, The Sword 
Bearer, The Signal, 1408 with Dir. Mikael Håfström, Teeth (replaced P2), All the Boys 
Love Mandy Lane, Shrooms with Dir. Paddy Breathnach. 


Saturday: Fritt Vilt with Dir. Roar Uthaug, Joshua, Short Film Showcase (We're Ready 
for you now, Dead @17, The Dear Hunter, Pig Tale, Little Brats), Storm Warning, Wrong 
Turn 2 with Dir. Joe Lynch, Disturbia, The Devil Dared Me To with Dir./star Chris 

Stapp and Matt Heath. 


Sunday: Jack Ketchum's The Girl Next Door + short The Bride, Botched with Dir. Kit. 
Ryan, Uwe Boll double bill Posta/ + Seed with Q&A session, WAZ with Dir. Tom 
Shankland and screenwriter Clive Bradley + preview footage from The Cottage with cast 
and crew including actor Reece Shearsmith, screening of Don't fake trailer 

from Grindhouse + grindhouse trailers documentary introduced by Emily 

Booth, Skinwal/kers. 


Monday: Zombie Walk, The Zombie Diaries with cast and crew, Kilometer 31 with 

Dir. Rigoberto Castañeda, Spiral with director Adam Green,“ Dnevnoy dozor + short 
In The Wall!4 and its director Mike Williamson, £/ Orfanato™ with Dir. Juan Antonio 
Bayona and screenwriter Sergio G. Sanchez. 


FrightFest Xtra a one-day event held at The Phoenix Cinema, East Finchley on the 
following Saturday: Santo in the Wax Museum, Espectro, Mr. Brooks. 


FF2008{edit] 


The Fest was once again sponsored by Film4. In a move away from the previous year's 
logo/programme cover design, this year's image (from Graham Humphreys) was an EC 
Comics homage. Weekend passes sold out on the first day of sales. Directors Adam 

Green and Joe Lynch (as The Douche Brothers) provided 5 short movies depicting their 


fictional journey to FrightFest 2008. The majority resembled the opening scene of the 
Twilight Zone movie. Each played before the days early evening movie. 


The festival was covered by Emily Booth, reporting for Zone Horror, for the second year 
in a row. 


Thursday: Eden Lake with Dir James Watkins and Actors Michael Fassbender and Jack 
O'Connell, / Know How Many Runs You Scored Last Summer with directors Stacey 
Edmonds and Doug Turner, Scar-3D which screened at the Shaftesbury 

Avenue Cineworld. 


Friday: Time Crimes, King of the Hill (replacement for The Substitute), Trailer Park of 
Terror with Dir. Steven Goldman, Mum & Dad with actors Perry Benson, Dido 

Miles, Ainsley Howard and Dir. Steven Shiel with Prod. Amanda Martin, The 
Strangers, Freakdog with Dir. Paddy Breathnach and actor Andrew-Lee Potts, Bad. 
Biology with Dir. Frank Henenlotter and actors Charlee Danielson and Anthony Sneed. 


Saturday: Fear(s) of the Dark, Dance of the Dead with Dir. Gregg Bishop, Manhunt with 
Dir. Patrick Syversen and writer and actress Nini Bull Robsahm, The Chaser, the Zone 
Horror Cut short movie competition winners preceded Bubba's Chili Parlor with Dir. Joey 
Evans, writer Chris Daly and actors Bradley Maroney and Audrey Elizabeth Evans, The 
Midnight Meat Train, opening reel of Books of Blood, Tokyo Gore Police. 


Sunday: short The Listening Dead, From Within, Let the Right One In with novelist John 
Ajvide Lindqvist, The Broken with short Left Turn, Autopsy with Dir. Adam Gierasch and 
Writer Jace Anderson, Martyrs with Dir. Pascal Laugier, Adam Green presented a sneak 
trailer for Grace, Jack Brooks Monster Slayer with actor Trevor Matthews. 


Monday: The Dead Outside with Dir. Kerry Anne Mullaney and Prod/co-writer Kris Bird, 
the Film4 FrightFest short film showcase (The Chest, The Amazing 

Trousers, Homework, is anyone there, Psycho Hillbilly Massacre, Total Fury), Norman J. 
Warren introduced a separate compendium of shorts, Preview footage from /nto the 
Dark: Exploring the Horror Film introduced by Prod. Paul McEvoy, preview footage 
from Dead Set with Charlie Brooker, The Disappeared with Dir. Johnny Kevorkian, 
preview footage from Lesbian Vampire Killers with actress MyAnna Buring, Mirrors, 
trailer for Friday the 13th remake, Death Race. 


The organisers announced officially that FrightFest 2009 would move to the Empire in 
Leicester Square. 


FF2009edit] 


Due to the move to a new venue, the Empire in Leicester Square, Frightfest 2009 was 
the first to take place on two screens. These are the "Main Screen" for the major films of 
the festival and the "Discovery Screen" for some smaller entries which are repeated 
during the festival. John Landis was in attendance over the weekend and also 
introduced the screening of An American Werewolf in London. 


Thursday: Main Screen: Triangle, The Hills Run Red, Infestation (with short film 
"Deadwalkers") 


Discovery Screen: No films on this day. 


Friday: Main Screen: The Horseman, Beware The Moon, An American Werewolf in 
London - Remastered, Shadow, La Horde, Macabre (with short film "Paris By Night of the 
Living Dead") 


Discovery Screen: Best Worst Movie, | Sell the Dead, | Think We're Alone 
Now, Colin, Black 


Saturday: Main Screen: Smash Cut, Hierro, The Girl with the Dragon 
Tattoo, Giallo, Trick 'r Treat, Vampire Girl vs. Frankenstein Girl (with a short film, "Sad 
Case") 


Discovery Screen: 'The Horror of Writing' Competition, Evil Things, Fragment, It's” 
Alive, Pontypool 


Sunday: Main Screen: Dead Snow, The Human Centipede (First Sequence), Coffin 
Rock, Night of the Demons, Clive Barker's Dread 


Discovery Screen: Black, Pontypool, | Think We're Alone Now, | Sell The Dead, Best 
Worst Movie 


Monday: Main Screen: Zombie Women of Satan, The House of the Devil, Case 
39, Heartless, The Descent Part 2 


Discovery Screen: Colin, It's Alive, Fragment, Evil Things 
FF2010{edit] 


Frightfest's second year at the Empire cinema, Leicester Square saw the return of the 
"Discovery Screen" along with the introduction of Total Film's Total Icons strand. 


As of 29 August 2010, A Serbian Film will no longer be screened, and will be replaced 
by Buried. 


Gregg Araki pulled his film Kaboom,"@ and Damned by Dawn was shown in its place. 
Thursday: Main Screen: Hatchet II, Primal, Dead Cert 
Discovery Screen: No films on this day. 


Friday: Main Screen: Eggshells, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, A Q&A with Tobe 
Hooper, Isle of Dogs, F, Red Hill, Alien vs Ninja 


Discovery Screen: Burning Bright, The Clinic, Finalé, Wound, Outcast, Higanjima: Escape 
from Vampire Island 


Saturday: Main Screen: Cherry Tree Lane, The Tortured, 13 Hours, | Spit on Your 
Grave, Monsters, Dream Home 


Discovery Screen: Christopher Roth, Fanboys, After.Life, Burning Bright 


Sunday: Main Screen: The Pack, Andy Nyman's quiz from hell, Film 4 FrightFest 
international short film showcase, We Are What We Are, Damned by Dawn, Buried, The 
Loved Ones 


Discovery Screen: Higanjima: Escape from Vampire Island, Outcast, Wound, Amer, The 
Clinic 

Monday: Main Screen: Video nasties: Moral panic, censorship and videotape, The 
Dead, Bedevilled, Red White & Blue, The Last Exorcism 


Discovery Screen: Amer, After.Life, Fanboys, Christopher Roth 
FF201 1[edit] 


FrightFest 2011 took place at The Empire, Leicester Square and ran between 25-29 
August. 


The opening film of the festival was Don't Be Afraid of the Dark and the closing film 
was A Lonely Place to Die. The Total Film interview was with film producer Larry 
Fessenden. 


Thursday: Main Screen: Don't Be Afraid of the Dark, Final Destination 5, The Theatre 
Bizarre 


Discovery Screen: No films played this day 


Friday: Main Screen: Rogue River, The Holding, Total Film Interview with Larry 
Fessenden, Urban Explorers, The Glass Man, Tucker & Dale vs Evil, Vile 


Discovery Screen: The Man Who Saw Frankenstein Cry, A Horrible Way To Die, Midnight 
Son, Rabies, Blood Runs Cold, Kidnapped, Stormhouse 


Saturday: Main Screen: The Troll Hunter, The Wicker Tree, Panic Button, Fright 
Night, The Woman, Chillerama 


Discovery Screen: The Dead with live audio commentary by directors Howard J. Ford 
and John Ford, Atrocious, My Sucky Teen Romance, The Caller, The Devil's Business, A 
Horrible Way To Die. 


Sunday Main Screen: The Divide, Short Film Showcase, Andy Nyman's Quiz From 
Hell, The Innkeepers, Sint, Kill List, Detention 


Discovery Screen: Kidnapped, Rabies, Blood Runs Cold, Midnight Son, The Man Who Saw 
Frankenstein Cry 


Monday Main Screen:A Night In The Woods, Deadheads, Sennentuntschi: Curse Of the 
Alps, Inbred, A Lonely Place to Die 


Discovery Screen: The Caller, The Devil's Business, Atrocious, My Sucky Teen Romance 


The film Guinea Pigs didn't play at the festival due to not being finished in time, it was 
replaced by A Night In The Woods. 


Also debuted over the weekend were five brand new short films paying tribute to the 
films of John Carpenter, each from a different director. Jake West / Escape From New 
York, Sean Hogan / The Thing, James Moran / Halloween, Marc Price / They Live, Ben 
Wheatley / Assault on Precinct 13. 


FF2012[edit] 


FrightFest The 13th took place at The Empire, Leicester Square and ran between 23 and 
27 August. 


The opening film was The Seasoning House and the closing film was Tower Block, the 
festival also hosted the UK premiere of REC 3: Genesis. The Total Film Total Icon 
interview was with director Dario Argento. 2012 also saw the introduction of 

the Variety Award which was presented to Gregory Nicotero for his work in the special 
effects field, the award was present by actor Simon Pegg. 


For the first time a third screen was added to play extra films in 2012, this screen is now 
called the Re-Discovery Screen. 


Thursday: Main Screen: The Seasoning House, Cockneys Vs Zombies, Grabbers 
Discovery Screen & Re-Discovery Screen: No films playing this day 


Friday Main Screen: Nightbreed The Cabal Cut, Total Icon interview with Dario 
Argento, Hidden in the Woods (original version), V/H/S, REC 3: Genesis, Stitches. 


Discovery Screen: Guinea Pigs, The Victim, Elevator, A Night Of Nightmares, Sawney: 
Flesh Of Man, Errors of the Human Body 


Re-Discovery Screen: No films playing this day. 


Saturday: Main Screen: Eurocrime! The Italian Cop and Gangster Films That Ruled the 
'70s, Outpost: Black Sun, Paura 3D, Under The Bed, Tulpa, Maniac 


Discovery Screen: May | Kill U?, Kill Zombie, Nightmare Factory, Before Dawn, 
Remnants, Wrong Turn 4: Bloody Beginnings 


Re-Discovery Screen: Inbred with live audio commentary, The Arrival of Wang, Crawl, 
Sawney: Flesh of Man 


Sunday: Main Screen: The Thompsons, Short Films Showcase, Quiz From Hell 3 with 
host Andy Nyman, Sleep Tight, Berberian Sound Studio, Sinister, Dead Sushi 


Discovery Screen: We Are the Night, The Inside, Community, Errors of the Human Body, 
Guinea Pigs, The Victim 


Re-Discovery Screen: The Mummy's Shroud, Rasputin, the Mad Monk, The Devil Rides 
Qut, Bride of Frankenstein 


Monday: American Mary, After, Chained, The Possession, Tower Block 


Discovery Screen: Remnants, Before Dawn, A Night of Nightmares, Elevator 
Re-Discovery Screen: We Are the Night, Guinea Pigs, May | Kill U?, The Inside 


FF2013[edit] 


FrightFest 2013 took place The Empire, Leicester Square August Bank Holiday weekend 
22 Thursday - 26 Monday August 2013. 


The opening film was: The Dead 2: India. The closing film was: Big Bad Wolves. 


Passes for FF2013 went on sale Saturday 29 June 2013, Weekend Passes were priced at 
£170 each. Everyone attending the Sleepy Queue was able to watch a preview 
screening of The Conjuring, with a video introduction by director James Wan. 


FrightFest 2013 featured 4 screens: The Main Screen, Discovery Screens 1 & 2 and the 
Extra Screen, which hosted additional screenings of any sell out titles. 


The Variety Spotlight interview was with director Ben Wheatley 


The FrightFest closing film Big Bad Wolves was the last film ever to be screened on 
the Empire, Leicester Square Screen 1. The screen was closed the next day to be split 
into smaller screens. 


Thursday - Main Screen: The Dead 2: India, Curse of Chucky, You're Next 


Friday - Main Screen: The Dyatlov Pass Incident, Dementamania, Hatchet 

Ill, Haunter, V/H/S/2, 100 Bloody Acres. 

Discovery Screen 1: For Elisa, Daylight, Sadik 2, Outpost: Rise Of Spetsnaz, Paranormal 
Diaries: Clophill, Wake in Fright 


Discovery Screen 2: The American Scream, Hansel & Gretel: The 420 Witch, Antisocial, 
Painless, Wither, Snap 


Saturday - Main Screen: The Hypnotist, Frankenstein's Army, Hammer of the Gods, No 


One Lives, R.I.P.D., Cheap Thrills 


Borderlands, On Tender Hooks. 


Discovery Screen 2: Daylight, Bring Me the Head of the Machine Gun 
Woman, Contracted, The Desert, Willow Creek, Sadik 2. 


Sunday - Main Screen: Missionary, In Fear, Andy Nyman's Quiz From Hell 4, The Grief 
Tourist, 666 Short Film Awards, The Conspiracy, The Last Days, | Spit On Your Grave 2. 


Discovery Screen 1: Painless, Hansel & Gretel: The 420 Witch, Holliston, The Desert, 
Antisocial, Wither. 


Discovery Screen 2: Outpost: Rise Of Spetsnaz, Paranormal Diaries: Clophill, House Of 
Usher, Nosferatu, Corruption, For Elisa. 


Monday - Main Screen: Dark Touch, Banshee Chapter, Odd Thomas, We Are What We 
Are, Big Bad Wolves. 


Discovery Screen 1: The Borderlands, Willow Creek, Snap, Rewing This!, 
Discovery Screen 2: On Tender Hooks, Cannon Fodder, The Demon's Rook, Stalled. 


FF2014{edit] 


FrightFest 2014 ran from Thursday 21 - Monday 25 August 2014 and take place at Vue 
Cinemas Leicester Square London. 


With the move to a multi-screen cinema the festival now has three main screens, each 
rotating the same films over morning and evening slots. 


Weekend & Day Passes went on sale Saturday 28 June 2014. Everyone attending the 
Sleepy Queue in person was able to watch a free preview screening of the film Alien 
Abduction. 


Thursday - Main Screen: The Guest, Sin City: A Dame to Kill For, Zombeavers 


Friday - Main Screen: Shockwave Darkside, The Green Inferno, Late Phases, Dead 
Snow: Red vs. Dead, The Last Showing, Housebound 


Discovery Screen 1: Honeymoon, Preservation, Julia, The Forgotten, The Canal, WolfCop 


Discovery Screen 2: Wolf Creek 2, Wrong Turn 6, R100, Exists, The Den, The 
Drownsman 


Saturday - Main Screen: All Cheerleaders Die, Starry Eyes, The Harvest, | Survived A 
Zombie Holocaust, The Babadook, Life After Beth 


Discovery Screen 1: Dead Within, White Settlers, Show Pieces, Film TBA, Digging Up The 
Marrow, Creep 


Discovery Screen 2: Bad Milo!, Short Film Showcase 1, The Sleeping Room, The Mirror, 
The Duke at FrightFest: Coherence, The Duke at FrightFest: Late Night Film Party! 


Sunday - Main Screen: Among the Living, Faults, Open Windows, Home, The 
Samurai, Stage Fright 
Discovery Screen 1: Expedition, Drew: The Man Behind The Poster, Doc of the 


Dead, Lost Soul - The Doomed Journey Of Richard Stanley's Island of Dr. Moreau, The 
House at the End of Time. 


Discovery Screen 2: The Visitor, A Nightmare on Elm Street, Nekromantik, The Shining, 
Another 


Monday - Main Screen: Xmoor, Nymph, Alleluia, V/H/S: Viral, The Signal 


Discovery Screen 1: Altergeist, Lemon Tree Passage, Truth Or Dare, The Remaining 


Discovery Screen 2: Deadly Virtues: Love.Honour.Obey., Blood Moon, Extraterrestrial, 
Short Film Showcase 2. 


FF2015{[edit] 


FrightFest 2015 once again was located at Vue Cinemas, Leicester Square, the same 
location as the previous year and ran from Thursday 27 - Monday 31 August 2015. The 
festival continued the three main screen format with each screen known by the name of 
an individual sponsor. Each film programmed for the main screen rotated between the 
three screens at different times to allow invited guests and introductions to be given at 
in each screen. An additional 'Discovery' screen was also added. 


Thursday 
Main Screen: Cherry Tree, Turbo Kid, Stung 
Friday 


Main Screen: Hellions, Landmine Goes Click, The Diabolical, JeruZalem, We Are Still 
Here, Demonic. 


Discovery Screen 1: Pod, Wind Walkers, Worry Dolls, Aaaaaaaah!, Never Let 
Go, Bloodsucking Bastards. 


Discovery Screen 2: The Rotten Link, The Entity, III, Final Girl, The Sand. 


Discovery Screen 3: Afterdeath, The Unfolding, Body, The Shelter, Zombie Fight Club. 
Saturday 
Main Screen: Shut In, Bait, Frankenstein, Some Kind Of Hate, Rabid Dogs, Deathgasm. 


Discovery 1: Future Shock! The Story Of 2000AD, The Nightmare, Estranged, The 
Hallow, Sun Choke, Night Of The Living Deb. 


Discovery 2: Short Film Showcase One, Hangman, Another Me. 


Discovery 3: The Tenderness Of Wolves, Madman, The Mutilator, Contracted: Phase Il, 
Duke Mitchell - Remake, Remix, Rip-Off, The Duke @ FrightFest Film Party: The Sequel! 


Sunday 


Main Screen: Slumlord, Road Games, Inner Demon, Scherzo Diabolico, A Christmas 
Horror Story. 


Discovery 1: Over Your Dead Body, These Final Hours, Most Likely To Die, Summer 
Camp, They Look Like People. 


Discovery 2: Captain Kronos - Vampire Hunter, Hawk the Slayer, Your Vice Is A Locked 
Room And Only | Have The Key, Hellraiser, The Reflecting Skin. 


Discovery 3: Panel Discussion - DIY Filmmaking, Farhope Tower, Short Film Showcase 
Two, Drawing Blood With Graham Humphreys, Barbara Crampton Reanimated. 


Monday 
Main Screen: Curve, Night Fare, Nina Forever, Emelie, Tales of Halloween. 


Discovery 1: The Lesson, Howl, Awaiting, Goddess Of Love. 


Discovery 2: The Lazarus Effect, Suspension, Last Girl Standing, Short Film Showcase 
Three. 


Discovery 3: Banjo, Hostile, Bite, Curtains. 


FF 201 6[edit] 


Due to refurbishment works at the previous venue, for 2016 FrightFest moved to Vue 
Cinemas, Shepherd's Bush, London. In addition to the change of venue it was 
announced that for 2016 FrightFest would include the entire 12 screen cinema as a 
venue for the first time.24 After several years of sponsorship by Film4 the organisers 
also revealed a new title sponsor was due to be announced. As with previous years, 
the festival maintained the three main screen format, each screen known by the name 
of an individual sponsor (Horror Channel Screen, Arrow Video Screen and Splice Media 
Screen) and again each film was rotated between the three screens at different times to 
allow invited guests and introductions to be given at in each screen. There were, once 
again, three Discovery screens. 


Thursday 
Main Screen: My Father Die, Cell, Let Her Out 
Friday 


Main Screen: From a House on Willow Street, The Chamber, Mercy, They Call Me Jeeg 
Robot, Pet, White Coffin 

Discovery Screen One: Through the Shadow, Enclosure, Ibiza Undead, Night of 
Something Strange, The Devil's Candy 


Discovery Screen Two: Francesca, Another Evil, Population Zero, Benavidez's Case, The 
Similars 


Discovery Screen Three: Road Games, Hostage to the Devil, Lost Solace, The 
Unraveling, special surprise screening (The Girl With all the Gifts) 


Saturday 


Main Screen: The Rezort, Abattoir, The Master Cleanse, Sadako vs. Kayako, Beyond the 
Gates, Blood Feast 


Discovery Screen One: Short Film Showcase One, Attack of the Lederhosen Zombies, 
Offensive, The Love Witch, Knucklebones 


Discovery Screen Two: Cruel Summer, House of Salem, The Creature Below, The 
Unkindness of Ravens, Hallow's Eve, The Corpse series 


Discovery Screen Three: Fortitude (season 2, episode 1), Fury of the Demon, Beyond 
the Walls, Karaoke Zombies, the Duke Mitchell party event 


Sunday 
Main Screen: Downhill, Johnny Frank Garret's Last Word, Broken, Realive, 31 


Discovery Screen One: Short Film Showcase Two, Let's Be Evil, Egomaniac, Crow, Bab 
Blood: The Movie 


Discovery Screen Two: Facing His Fears: David McGillivray, Blood Feast, SIREN, The 
Neighbour 


Discovery Screen Three: Beware the Moon book launch, horror writing master class with 
James Moran, Women in Genre panel, Special FX demonstration, The Future of British 
Horror 


Monday 


Main Screen: The Windmill Massacre, Monolith, Director's Cut, Red Christmas, Train to 
Busan 


Discovery Screen One: Short Film Showcase Three, We Are the Flesh, Blood Hunters 


Discovery Screen Two: The Killing of America, Paranormal Drive, Here Alone, The Evil in 
Us 


Discovery Screen Three: Under the Shadow, Man Underground, Shelley, Found Footage 
3D 


FF 201 iedit] 


In 2017, FrightFest returned to central London from 24 to 28 August for its eighteenth 
anniversary with sixty five feature films across two venues, Cineworld Leicester Square 
and The Prince Charles Cinema. The line-up included twenty world, twenty-two 
European and eighteen UK Premieres. Fourteen countries were represented spanning 
five continents, reflecting the current global popularity of the genre. 


Thursday 


Horror Channel Screen and Arrow Video Screen: Cult of Chucky, Death 
Note, Psychopaths 


Cineworld Discovery Screen: Redwood, Diane 
Friday 


Horror Channel Screen and Arrow Video Screen: Freehold, Sequence Break, Radius, 68 
Kill, Leatherface, Dead Shack 


Cineworld Discovery Screen: The Glass Coffin, Bad Match, Mindhack, Our Evil, 
Freddy/Eddy, Veronica 


Splice Media Screen 1: Voice from the Stone, Short Film Showcase, Dhogs, King Cohen: 
The Wild World of Filmmaker Larry Cohen, Fanged Up 


Spice Media Screen 2: /t Stains the Sands Red, Fashionista, 
Exhume, Nightworld, Accountable 


Saturday 


Horror Channel Screen and Arrow Video Screen: The Bar, Alone, Jackals, Attack Of The 
Adult Babies, Victor Crowley, Game of Death 


Cineworld Discovery Screen: 3rd Night, Mansfield 66/67, Diane, Ruin Me, The Glass 
Coffin, Death Laid an Egg 


Splice Media Screen 1: Mountain Fever, Boots on the Ground, To Hell and Back: 
The Kane Hodder Story, Where The Skin Lies, Eat Locals, Canaries 


Spice Media Screen 2: Return of the Living Dead IlI, Inside, The Movie Crypt Podcast, 
Redwood, Cold Hell, The Duke Mitchell Film Party! 


Sunday 


Horror Channel Screen and Arrow Video Screen: Killing Ground, The End?, Double 
Date, Mayhem, The Villainess 


Cineworld Discovery Screen: Bad Match, Mindhack, Our Evil, Ruin Me, Freddy/Eddy 
Splice Media Screen 1: Devil's Gate, Incontrol, Replace, Imitation Girl 


Spice Media Screen 2: Short Film Showcase 2, Demons Of The Mind, Blood From The 
Mummy's Tomb, In Conversation with Kane Hodder, Dream Demon 


Monday 


Horror Channel Screen and Arrow Video Screen: Sti///Born, Lowlife, Better Watch Out. 
The Terror of Hallow's Eve, Tragedy Girls 


Cineworld Discovery Screen: Veronica, 3rd Night, Mansfield 66/67, Screen International 
Genre Rising Star Award 


Spice Media Screen 2: Short Film Showcase 3, Crow's Blood, Top Knot Detective, 
Meatball Machine Kodoku 


(No Splice Media Screen 1 on Monday) 
FF 2018{edit] 


In 2018, Arrow Video FrightFest returned to central London from 23 to 27 August. In its 
nineteenth year, seventy feature films were shown across two venues, Cineworld 
Leicester Square and The Prince Charles Cinema.22 


Thursday 


Arrow Video and Horror Channel Screens: The Ranger, Summer of '84, Mega Time 
Squad 


Cineworld Discovery Screen: Bad Samaritan, Halloween (1978) 
Friday 


Arrow Video and Horror Channel Screens: The Cleaning Lady, Braid, Puppet Master: The 
Littlest Reich, The Most Assassinated Woman in the World, Incident in a Ghost Land, 
Boar 


Cineworld Discovery Screen: Out House, A Bluebird in my Heart, Short Film Showcase 1, 
Pimped, Dead Night, Crystal Eyes 


Prince Charles Discovery Screen 1: FrightFest: Beneath the Dark Heart of Cinema, A 
Young Man with High Potential, St Agatha, One Cut of the Dead, Blue Sunshine 


Prince Charles Discovery Screen 2: Seeds, Final Stop, Piercing, Rock Steady Row, 
Lifechanger 


Saturday 


Arrow Video and Horror Channel Screens: Ravers, Heretiks, Chuck Steel: Night of the 
Trampires, What Keeps you Alive, Upgrade, Fright Fest 

Cineworld Discovery Screen: Killing God, The Arrow Video Podcast, The LaPlace's 
Demon, Seeds, *** 


Prince Charles Discovery Screen 1: Mannequins + Book of Monsters, CRTL, The Devil's 
Doorway, F.U.B.A.R., Perfect Skin, The Duke Mitchell Film Club! 


Prince Charles Discovery Screen 2: The Tokoloshe, One Cut of the Dead, Halloween, Bad 
Samaritan, Life After Flash, Lasso 
Sunday 


Arrow Video and Horror Channel Screens: Hell is Where the Home Is, The Man who Killed 
Hitler and then the Bigfoot, He's Out There, Terried (Aterrados), Anna and the 
Apocalypse 


Cineworld Discovery Screen: The Nights Eats the Night, Luciderina, Hammer Horror: The 
Warner Bros. Year, VideoMan, The Night Sitter 


Prince Charles Discovery Screen 1: Short Film showcase 2, White Chamber, Bodied, 
Await Further Instructions, Tigers are not Afraid 


Prince Charles Discovery Screen 2: Life Changer, Ghost Stories with Live commentary, 
Ghost Mask Scar, Peircing, Cult of Terror 


Monday 


Arrow Video and Horror Channel Screens: Open 24 hours, The Field Guide to Evil, The 
Dark, The Golem, Climax 


Cineworld Discovery Screen: Secret Santa, The Witch in the Window, Frankenstein's 
Creature, Screen International Genre Rising Star Award presentation. 


Prince Charles Discovery Screen 1: Wolfman got Nards, Short Film Showcase 3, Possum, 
Black Site 


Prince Charles Discovery Screen 2: Rock Steady Row, Crystal Eyes, The Tokoloshe 
FF 201 9edit] 


In 2019, Arrow Video FrightFest returned in its 20th year to Cineworld and Prince 
Charles Cinemas on Leicester Square, from 22 to 26 August. 2024 


Thursday 


Cineworld Leicester Square Arrow Video and Horror Channel Screens: Come to Daddy, 
Crawl, Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark 


Cineworld Leicester Square Discovery Screen: Rock, Paper and Scissors, | Am Toxic 
Friday 


Cineworld Leicester Square Arrow Video and Horror Channel Screens: Dark Encounter, 
Cut Off, Knives and Skin, Kindred Spirits, Bliss, Bullets of Justice 


Cineworld Leicester Square Discovery Screen: Dachra, Impossible Crimes, Blood & 
Flesh: The Reel Life & Ghastly Death Of Al Adamson, Sadistic Intentions, The Deeper 
You Dig, Fingers 


Prince Charles Cinema Discovery One: The Wind, Girl on the Third Floor, To Your Last 
Death, Dario Argento Interview/Signing Event, Harpoon, Porno 


Prince Charles Cinema Discovery Two: Haunt, Red Letter Day, Tenebrae, The Dark 
Pictures' Man Of Medan, Freaks, Mutant Blast 


Saturday 


Cineworld Leicester Square Arrow Video and Horror Channel Screens: Mary, Ghost 
Killers Vs. Bloody Mary, Feedback, The Drone, Madness In The Method, Why Don’t You 
Just Die! 


Cineworld Leicester Square Discovery Screen: /‘// Take Your Dead, True Fiction, 
Extracurricular, Halloween Party, Volition 


Prince Charles Cinema Discovery One: Death of A Vlogger, A Serial Killer's Guide To Life, 
Criminal Audition, Dark Sense, Are We Dead Yet, Duke Mitchell Film Party 


Prince Charles Cinema Discovery Two: Arrow Video Podcast, Short Film Showcase 1, The 
Dark Red, Critters Attack!, Happy Face, | Trapped The Devil 


Sunday 


Cineworld Leicester Square Arrow Video and Horror Channel Screens: Spiral, Eat Brains 
Love, Daniel Isn’t Real, Ready Or Not, Nekrotronic 


Cineworld Leicester Square Discovery Screen: The Furies, Stalked, The Magnificent 
Obsession Of Michael Reeves, Master Of Dark Shadows, The Sonata 


Prince Charles Cinema Discovery One: Depraved, Witches In The Woods, Dark Light, 
Darlin', Bloodline 


Prince Charles Cinema Discovery Two: Fresh Blood Initiative, From Page To Scream, 
Short Film Showcase 2, Rabid (1977), The Legend of The Stardust Brothers 


Monday 


Cineworld Leicester Square Arrow Video and Horror Channel Screens: The Black String, 
Satanic Panic, Tales From The Lodge, Rabid, A Good Woman Is Hard To Find 


Cineworld Leicester Square Discovery Screen: Deadcon, Driven, The Barge 
People, Screen International Awards 


Prince Charles Cinema Discovery One: For We Are Many, The Wretched, The Banana 
Splits, Stairs 


Prince Charles Cinema Discovery Two: Short Film Showcase 3, The Perished, Here 
Comes Hell 


Extra FrightFest Events[edit] 
ABCs Of Death[edit] 


FrightFest hosted a special preview screening of The ABCs of Death at Prince Charles 
Cinema, London on Thursday 18 April 2013. Special guests on the night were: Ben 
Wheatley, Lee Hardcastle, Jake West, Lucy Clements, Simon Rumley and Simon Boswell. 


All Nighterfedit] 


In 2006 FrightFest began an annual Halloween all night event in the Institute of 
Contemporary Arts. 


2006: Gone, The Chumscrubber, Re-cycle, The Raven, Heartstopper. 


Preceding the first all nighter the ICA and FrightFest conducted a double bill the week 
before. This was attended by Tom Savini. The films shown were Meet the 
Feebles and Creepshow. 


2007: Diary of the Dead with George A. Romero, Planet Terror, Savage 
Streets, Frontier(s), Inside and Trailer Trash. Short film Far Out with Prod. 


2008: This year the event took on the format of the long passed Shock Around The 
Clock events. 


My Name Is Bruce, Hush, Gnaw, Clive Barkers Book of Blood, Surprise movie (Tom 
Shankland's The Children), Quiz, Escape from New York, Splinter, Pig Hunt, Andrew 
Nyman's Dead Set Video Diary and short movie Treevenge. 


2009: Took place at the ICA in London, on 31 October. 


Invitation Only, Survival of the Dead, Paranormal Activity, Wrong Turn 3: Left for 
Dead, Umbrage,™! and Carriers. The film Daybreakers was pulled from the all-nighter at 
the last minute. 


2010: The All Nighter event relocated to a larger screen in the basement of the Empire, 
Leicester Square for the first time and took place on Saturday, 30 October. 


Confessions, Altitude, The Silent House, Choose, Rare Exports: A Christmas Tale. Due to 
technical problems two scheduled films didn't get shown: The Reef and Cannibal Girls - 
they were replaced on the night by Spiderhole and Devil. 


2011: The 2011 All Nighter took place on Saturday 29 October at Vue 
Cinemas Leicester Square London 


Special guests on the night included: Tom Six, Ilona Six, Laurence R. Harvey plus 
numerous other members of The Human Centipede 2 (Full Sequence) cast as well Dieter 
Laser, in character as Dr. Heiter. Also in attendance were Bad Meat star /essica Parker 
Kennedy and screenwriter Paul Gerstenberger. 


Bad Meat, Livid, The Human Centipede 2 (Full Sequence), Faces in the Crowd, Cold 
Sweat, The Watermen 


The All Nighter also took place at Watershed Bristo/ on Friday 4 November 


Bad Meat, Faces in the Crowd, The Human Centipede 2 (Full Sequence), The Watermen, 
Cold Sweat 


2012: The 2012 London All Nighter took place on Saturday 27 October at Vue 
Cinemas Leicester Square London. Director Pasca/ Laugier was in attendance to 
introduce his film The Tall Man, there was also a special presentation looking at the 
film The ABCs of Death. 


Excision, Gallowwalker, The Tall Man, Bait 3D, Zombi 2, The Helpers. 


The All Nighter also took place at 4 additional venues around the country on Saturday 3 
November. Watershed Bristol, Cambridge Picturehouse Cinemas, City of 
Sunderland Empire Cinemas and Newcastle upon Tyne Empire Cinemas 


2013: The 2013 London Halloween All Nighter took place on Saturday 26 October 2013 
at Vue Cinemas Leicester Square London. Special guests for the night were: Sharni 
Vinson, Axelle Carolyn, Neil Marshall, Anna Walton, Renaund Gautheir and Michael 


Armstrong. 
Soulmate, Patrick, Discopath, Mark of the Devil, The Station, Nothing left To Fear 


The Out Of London All Nighters took place on Saturday 2 November: Glasgow, Basildon, 
Poole, Newcastle, Sunderland & Saturday 16 November: Bristol. 


2014: The 2014 London Halloween All Nighter took place on Saturday 25 October 2014 
at Prince Charles Cinema. 


Extraterrestrial, ABCs of Death 2, Last Shift, The Pact Il, The Editor, and short films The 
Mad Axeman and Solitudo. 
American Mary Cinema Tour 2013[edit] 


FrightFest hosted a cinema tour to promote the film American Mary, the directors Soska 
sisters and lead actor Katharine Isabelle were present on the tour, introducing the film 
and taking part in post-show question and answer sessions at each screening. 


Tour dates were: Friday 11 January Prince Charles Cinema, London. Saturday 12 January 
FilmHouse, Edinburgh. Sunday 13 January Glasgow Film Theatre. Monday 14 January 
Sheffield, Showroom. Tuesday 15 January Leeds, Hyde Park Picturehouse. Wednesday 
16 January Bristol, Watershed. Thursday 17 January Brighton, Duke Of York. Friday 18 
January Prince Charles Cinema, London. 


An evening with Jessica Alba[edit] 


The UK premiere of The Eye 2008 remake. Film was shown in the screening room of One 
Aldwych. Jessica Alba introduced the movie, stayed for a Q&A session and signed 
memorabilia. 


Black Death World Premiere[edit] 


On 26 May 2010, FrightFesters and horror fans alike were lucky enough to attend the 
World Premiere of Chris Smith's Black Death, courtesy of Revolver Entertainment. The 
event was held at the Coronet Cinema in Notting Hill, with Cast and Crew in attendance. 


Brighton[edit] 


FrightFest also featured as part of Brighton's Cinecity festival. 


CineCity 2004 Creep with Dir. Christopher Smith, The Last Horror Movie with Dir. Julian 
Richards 


CineCity 2005 Masters of Horror: Jenifer, Boo, District 13.22 At this event a FrightFester 
showed their FrightFest original eye logo tattoo. 


CineCity 2006 Gone, The Raven, Vampire Diaries with director and cast.) 
D-Day with Neil Marshall[edit] 


A day at the OWE dedicated to director Neil Marshall. Dog Soldiers, The 

Descent and Doomsday were all screened with introductions by Marshall. Question and 
answer sessions followed each movie. In attendance were Neil Marshall, Sean 

Pertwee, Darren Morfitt, Chris Robson, Leslie Simpson, Shauna MacDonald, Saskia 
Mulder, Alex Reid, MyAnna Buring, Nora Jane Noone, Alexander Siddig and Axelle 
Carolyn An exclusive to the event poster was designed by Graham Humphreys and was 
exceptionally limited. 


Cold In July[edit] 


FrightFest hosted a free preview screening of Cold In July at Vue Cinemas, West End, 
London, on Monday 23 June 2014. The screening was attended by director Jim 
Mickle who introduce the film and took part in a post screening Q&A. 


Dario Argento at the Coronet[edit] 


19 April 2008 at the Coronet Cinema, Notting Hill, London. Dario Argento introduced his 
latest film, The Mother of Tears. Also showing as part of the day were Cannibals - 
Welcome to the Jungle and an encore screening of Storm Warning. 


Descent premiere[edit] 


In 2005 FrightFest helmed a gala preview of The Descent attended by Dir. Neil 
Marshall and the cast. The event was held at The Vue Cinema Leicester Square. 


Drag Me To Hell with Sam RaimiLedit] 


Frightfest, in conjunction with the ICA and Lionsgate, played host to the first UK showing 
of Drag Me To Hell. in attendance were Sam Raimi, Justin Long and Alison Lohman. 


Glasgow[edit] 


FrightFest has been allocated days at various other Film Festivals. From 2006 it featured 
in the Glasgow Film Festival. 


FF Glasgow 2006 The Red Shoes (replaced The Great Yokai 
War), Bunshinsaba, Reeker, Wild Country with cast and crew, Boy Eats Girl?! 


FF Glasgow 2007 The Tripper, S & Man, The Messengers, Turistas, Motel Hell 2s 


FF Glasgow 2008 Grindhouse, Eden Log with Dir., REC with writer and Dir., The 
Cottage with cast, trailer for Beyond the Rave, faux grindhouse style trailers 
for Slash/Hive and Trannibal, Zombie Strippers. 


FF Glasgow 2009 

The 2009 event took place over two days rather than the previous single day. 
Friday: Dead Girl, Outlander, Walled In 

Saturday: Dorothy, | Sell the Dead, Grace, The Unborn, One Eyed Monster 

FF Glasgow 2010 

Friday: Frozen, Black Death Preview, 2001 Maniacs: Field of Screams, Stag Night 


Saturday: A Lizard in a Woman's Skin, Amer, [REC] 2, never-before-seen footage 
of Doghouse, Centurion Preview, Splice, Harpoon: Reykjavik Whale Watching Massacre 


FF Glasgow 2011 

Friday: Little Deaths, | Saw the Devil, Machete Maidens Unleashed 

Saturday: Rubber, Territories, The Shrine, Mother's Day, Hobo With A Shotgun 
FF Glasgow 2012 


FrightFest Glasgow took place on Friday 24 and Saturday 25 February 2012 as part of 
the Glasgow Film Festival. Films started at 1.30PM on the Friday and 11AM on the 
Saturday, allowing for 3 more films to be shown than at the previous events. 


Friday: Corman's World: Exploits of a Hollywood Rebel, Tape 407: The Mesa Reserve 
Incident, Crawl, The Day, War Of The Dead 


Saturday: Evidence, Penumbra, Rites of Spring, Wang's 
Arrival, Cassadaga (replaced The Devil Inside), The Raid 


Also for the first time at the Glasgow Film Festival there was a FrightFest Extra strand 
running through the main festival, films screened were: Livid, The Reptile, The Plague of 
the Zombies, Dracula: Prince of Darkness 


FF Glasgow 2013 


FrightFest Glasgow took place on Friday 22 & Saturday 23 February 2013 as part of 
the Glasgow Film Festival. 


Friday: The American Scream, Sawney: Flesh Of Man, The Lords of 
Salem, Byzantium, Detention of the Dead 


Saturday: Black Sabbath, Bring Me the Head of the Machine Gun Woman, The Bay, The 
ABCs of Death, Aftershock 


Special guests for the weekend included: E/i Roth, Nicolas López, Lorenza Izzo, Neil 
Jordan, Gemma Arterton, Saoirse Ronan, Lee Hardcastle, Simon Rumley, Jake West and 
Lucy Clements. 


Also during the 2 days all 7 episodes of the Norwegian TV series Hellfjord were 
screened, with episodes playing before selected films with cast & crew in attendance 
over the weekend. 


FF Glasgow 2014 


FrightFest Glasgow took place on Friday 28 February & Saturday 1 March 2014 as part 
of the Glasgow Film Festival. 


Thursday: Director Ti West in conversation with Alan Jones 


Friday: Savaged, Proxy, Wolf Creek 2, The Sacrament, Afflicted 


Saturday: Video Nasties: Draconian Days, The Scribbler, Torment, Mindscape, Almost 
Human, Killers 


Sunday: Repeat screenings at Cineworld Glasgow - Video Nasties: Draconian Days, 
Almost Human, The Sacrament, Wolf Creek 2, Killers 


Special guests for the weekend included: Ti West, Jorge Dorado, Joe Begos, Josh Ethier, 
Zack Parker, Jordan Barker, Jake West, Marc Morris, John Suits. 


FF Glasgow 2015 


FrightFest Glasgow took place from Thursday 26 February to Saturday 28 February 
2015 as part of the Glasgow Film Festival. 


Thursday: E/iza Graves 


Friday: The Atticus Institute, The Paper Round, The Hoarder, Wyrmwood, 88, Backmask 


Saturday: Clown, Sei donne per l'assassino, The Woods Movie, De Behandeling, [REC] 
4: Apocalipsis, There Are Monsters 


FF Glasgow 2016 


FrightFest Glasgow took place from Thursday 25 February to Saturday 27 February 
2016 as part of the Glasgow Film Festival. 


Thursday: The Forest 


Friday: The Hexecutioners, Anguish (2015 film), Pandemic, The Mind's Eye 
(film), Patchwork 


Saturday: The Wave, Southbound (2015 film), SPL2: A Time for Consequences, The 
Other Side of the Door (2016 film), Baskin (film), Martyrs (2015 film), The Devil's Candy 


FF Glasgow 2017 


FrightFest Glasgow took place from Thursday 23 February to Saturday 25 February 
2017 as part of the Glasgow Film Festival. 


Thursday: A Cure for Wellness, Phantasm: Remastered 


Friday: The Warrior's Gate, It Stains the Sand Red, The Transfiguration, Shin 
Godzilla, Happy Hunting 


Saturday: Cage Dive, Fashionista, Bloodlands, Detour, Raw, Hounds of Love, The Night 
of the Virgin 


FF Glasgow 2018 


FrightFest Glasgow took place from Thursday 1 March to Saturday 3 March 2018 as part 
of the Glasgow Film Festival. 


Thursday: Ghost Stories, The Lodgers (cancelled due to weather) 


Friday: The Wanderers: Quest of the Demon Hunter, Attack of the Bat Monsters, The 
Ravenous - Les affamés, Cold Skin, Primal Rage 


Saturday: Errementari: The Blacksmith and the Devil, Pyewacket, Friendly 
Beast, Secret Santa, Tigers are not Afraid - Vuelven, Sixty Minutes to Midnight 


Hostel DayLedit] 


March 2006. A one off event once more at the PCC. Built around an early showing of Eli 
Roth's Hostel with two films chosen by Roth. 


Death Trance,24 The Wicker Man with pre-recorded intro' by Eli 
Roth, Mortuary, Hoste/ with pre-recorded Eli Roth intro, Theatre of Blood introduced 
by Kim Newman. 


Iron Sky: Dictator's Cut[edit] 


FrightFest hosted a screening of Iron Sky Dictator's Cut at the Prince Charles Cinema on 
Saturday 1 February 2014. Special guests attending were director Timo Vuorensola and 
producer Tero Kaukomaa. 


League of Gentlemen Dayl[edit] 


One day event returning to the PCC held in May 2005. A day built around the audience 
premiere of The League of Gentlemen's movie debut. The day started with a film 
selected by a League member. It also saw the audience premiere of Rob Zombie's The 
Devil's Rejects. 


From Beyond the Grave introduced by Mark Gatiss, R-Point, Shallow Ground, The 
League of Gentlemen's Apocalypse with Jeremy Dyson; Reece Shearsmith and Steve 
Pemberton, Neil Marshall and Nora Jane Noone with a sneak preview trailer of The 
Descent, Sin City (another surprise movie), The Devil's Rejects. 


Lionsgate Horrorthon[edit] 


Event run in conjunction with Lionsgate. The 70-seat screen at the Rex Bar2# in 
London's Soho means that audience attendance is allotted by competition. 


2007 Saw IlI screening of extended edition, Blood Trails with star Rebecca 
Palmer, Snuff-Movie. 


2008 Saw IV screening of extended edition, Catacombs, Bug and 20 min preview of Five 
Across The Eyes. 


OculuS[edit] 


FrightFest hosted a free preview screening of Oculus at Prince Charles Cinema, London, 
on Wednesday 4 June 2014. 


On Tour[edit] 


FrightFest has held one off days across the UK. 


Nottingham - The Broadway Cinema 2004 Dawn of the Dead, The Machinist, The 
Last Horror Movie, Monster Man 


Leicester - The Phoenix Arts Centre 2004 The Machinist, Creep with 
Dir. Christopher Smith, Monster Man 


Cambridge 2004 Bubba Ho-tep, The Locals, The Last Horror Movie, Blueberry. 
Cambridge 2005 R-Point, Shallow Ground, The Devil's Rejects, Dead Meat. 


Cambridge 2007 End of the Line, Hell's Ground, The Abandoned, All The Boys Love 
Mandy Lane, Motel Hell 2% 


The Raid 2[edit] 


FrightFest hosted a special free preview screening of The Raid 2: 

Berandal at Cineworld Haymarket, London, on Tuesday 1 April 2014. The screening was 
attended by director Gareth Evans and stars /ko Uwais and Yayan Ruhian, who also 
staged a demonstration fight during the post-screening Q&A. Tickets were given away 
free and were all allocated in 20-minutes. 


Spring Awakening Day 2009[edit] 


Frightfest returned to the Prince Charles Cinema for a one-day event. 


Embodiment Of Evil, Shuttle, Repo! The Genetic Opera with director Darren Lynn 
Bousman, Lesbian Vampire Killers world audience premiere with director Phi/ 

Clayton with actress MyAnna Buring and the rest of the female cast members, Not Quite 
Hollywood, Turkey Shoot. 


Storage24[edit] 


FrightFest hosted a free preview screening of the film Storage 24 on Tuesday 26 June 
2012 at Cineworld Haymarket, London. The screening was attended by 
director Johannes Roberts and lead actor Noel Clarke. 


Video Nasties: Draconian Days Documentary[edit] 


FrightFest hosted the London Premiere of Nucleus Films documentary Video Nasties: 
Draconian Days at Prince Charles Cinema on Thursday 3 July 2014 at 8.30PM. The event 
was hosted by Paul McEvoy and feature a post screening Q&A with director Jake West, 
Marc Morris, Alan Jones, David Flint and Julian Petley. 


Blogs([edit] 


Regular blogs are now a feature of the festival's website. They began with The Alan 
Jones Diary and a guide to DVDs Gore in the Store. Recently it has grown to include 
more blogs which cover Video Games, TV, the Australian horror scene, foreign language 
genre fare, HD format releases, Memorabilia and Comics. 


The 2009 annual redesign of the website added two more blogs and a regular review 
blog from Alan Jones. 


The organisers of the festival blog annually about their visits to the Cannes Film Festival 
and the Fantastic Fest in Austin Texas. 


FrightFest Originals[edit] 


Launched in August 2012, FrightFest Originals is a range of limited edition posters 
featuring new artwork for classic and modern feature films. Posters can be purchased 
through the dedicated FrightFest Originals online website or at FrightFest events. 


FrightFest Presents[edit] 


In 2005 a "FrightFest Presents" DVD label was created and briefly distributed Dead 
Meat, Malefique, Tears of Kali, Eyes of Crystal and The Roost within the UK.22 The label 
was an imprint of Revolver Entertainment. In 2015, the label was revived in cooperation 
with Icon Film Distribution. Films to be released from October 2015 are Night of the 
Living Deb, Some Kind of Hate, Last Girl Standing, AAAAAAAAH!, Afterdeath, Landmine 
goes click, Emelie, The Lesson, Estranged. 


FrightFest Features[edit] 


On 23 May 2011 FrightFest Features DVD label was launched, the first 2 DVDs released 
were both films that had previously played in the festival: Italian director Federico 
Zampaglione's 2007 film Shadow and the 2007 New Zealand action comedy The Devil 
Dared Me To. Films will be released theatrically and for home entertainment, the label is 
launched in conjunction with Wild Bunch. 


Quiz[edit] 


In 2005 the FrightFest quiz was introduced. The first quiz was spread over the weekend 
but was then streamlined. In 2007 the quiz was devised by Alan Jones and was 
remarked upon as being especially challenging. This quiz was conducted by British 
Horror institution David McGillivray. 


2010 saw the introduction of Andy Nyman's Quiz from Hell, an audiovisual horror movie 
quiz projected on the massive Empire Screen 1. Hosted by Andy Nyman, the quiz saw 
several hundred horror fans answering questions from a range of categories including 
'What happens next? - Guess the Death', Movie Monsters, horror soundtrack themes 
and trivia. The Quiz from Hell, with its opening horror movie montage, audiovisual clips 
and all questions, was put together by Simon Williams and Lee-Jay Bannister, the brains 
behind the London-based film-themed pub quiz You're Gonna Need A Bigger Boat.» The 
quiz returned in 2011 as Andy Nyman's Quiz from Hell 2. 


Ticketing[edit] 


Tickets are sold with the option of a weekend pass or individual tickets. 2007 saw the 
introduction of Day Passes. Weekend passes go on sale, typically, on 1 July each year 
with individual tickets on sale a month later. Tickets are bought online, by phone or in 
person. 


Since 2005, a growing group have congregated in person to buy tickets for the festival. 
The start time of this queue has been earlier each year earning it the nickname "The 
Sleepy Queue". 


Weekend pass holders are presented with a "goodie bag" of freebies. This is a mixture 
of promotional items and posters, badges, T-shirts and DVDs. 
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This article is about the British digital television channel of Channel 4. For other uses 
known as E4, see E4 (disambiguation). 


E4 


á 


r 


a I es 
Launched 18 January 2001 
Owned by Channel Four Television Corporation 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 1.10% 


0.31% (+1) (December 2018, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 


Headquarters London, England, UK 


Sister channel(s) Channel 4 
4seven 
Film4 
More4 
4Music 


Box Upfront 
The Box 
Box Hits 
Kerrang! 
Kiss 


Magic 


Timeshift service E4 +1 


Website www.channel4.com/e4 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 13 


Channel 28 (+1) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 122 


Channel 123 (+1) 


Sky (UK) Channel 135 (SD/HD) 
Channel 235 (+1) 
Channel 829 (SD) 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 136 
Channel 236 (+1) 


Channel 345 (HD) 


Astra 2E 10714 H 22000 5/6 
10936 V 22000 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


‘Virgin Media Channel 106 
Channel 145 (HD) 
Channel 146 (+1) 


Virgin Media Channel 112 
| Ireland Channel 113 (+1) 
Channel 162 (HD) 


Cablecom Channel 164/181 


(Switzerland) 


WightFibre Channel 12 
Channel 13 (+1) 


IPTV 
‘SwisscomTV Channel arbitrary 
(Switzerland) 
| Eir Vision Channel 216 
Channel 217 (+1) 


Streaming media 


All 4 Watch live 
|FilmOn Watch live 
|Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


E4 is a British free-to-air television channel headquartered in London, United 
Kingdom owned by Channel Four Television Corporation. The "E" stands 

for entertainment, and the channel is mainly aimed at the 16-34 age group. 
Programming includes US imports such as Brooklyn Nine-Nine, The Goldbergs, The 
0.C., Smallville, Veronica Mars, Everwood, What About Brian, Desperate 
Housewives, How | Met Your Mother, 90210, Gotham, Rules of Engagement, The Big 
Bang Theory, RuPaul's Drag Race, 2 Broke Girls, Scream Queens, Revenge, and 
previously Friends (now on Comedy Central and Channel 5). Other programming 
includes homegrown British shows such as Skins, Misfits, The 


Inbetweeners, Shameless, Hollyoaks, Coach Trip, Celebs Go Dating, Made in Chelsea, 
and upcoming series Mae & George. 


Its most successful broadcast to date was on 11 October 2010 when an episode of The 
Inbetweeners pulled in over 3.7 million viewers.” 


History[edit] 


This section may need to be rewritten to comply with 


Wikipedia's quality standards. You can help. The discussion 
page may contain suggestions. (January 2019) 


E4 logo used from 18 January 2001 to 26 September 2018 


E4 launched as a pay-TV companion to Channel 4 on 18 January 2001. On 16 December 
2004, Channel 4 announced that the subscription channel would become a free-to-air 
television channel by launching on the digital terrestrial television system. From its 
launch until the closure of ITV Digital, E4 was available as a bonus subscription channel. 


E4 launched a Republic of Ireland service in June 2002 which has become the second 
most popular non-terrestrial channel in Ireland with 1.1% of the audience; Sky1 is the 
most popular. 


Since 2006, E4 has sponsored the E4 UdderBELLY venue (part of Underbelly) at 
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe and Brighton Festival. The venue took the form of a giant 
upside cow in the purple colour of E4's logo. 


In July 2007, it was announced Channel 4 would be launching E4 Radio, the first of a 
network of channels to be broadcast on DAB radio. The station was planned for launch 
in July 2008 and aimed at a similar demographic to its sister television channel, 

g1 however this launch date was later delayed. In October 2008 Channel 4 announced it 
was abandoning its plans for digital radio, and thus scrapping the E4 Radio proposal. 


On 14 December 2009, a high-definition simulcast of E4 launched on Sky+ HD channel 
215, it was later added to Virgin Media on 1 April 2010.“ Unlike the other standard 
definition channels from Channel 4, which are free to air, E4 HD is only available with a 
subscription to either Sky's HD pack or Virgin Media's TV XL pack. Similar to this, 

the high-definition simulcast of its sister channel, Film4, is only available to Virgin 
Media's TV L and XL HD customers. E4 acquired the rights to several new US comedies 
throughout 2011 and 2012, a few of which were New Girl, Suburgatory, 2 Broke 

Girls, The New Normal, and The Mindy Project. 


On 31 October 2013, E4 premiered a refreshed look as part of the channel's rebranding. 
This coincided with the debut of the seventh season of E4's most popular show, The Big 
Bang Theory, as well as the debut of new homegrown comedy Drifters.'4 


On 27 September 2018, E4 was rebranded with a logo and identity harmonising itself 
within the Channel 4 family and with some new material to come as with those 
animated idents. This marked E4's first major rebrand since its launch in 2001. 


On 14 January 2019, it was announced that Channel 4 had partnered up with the 
American programming block Adult Swim, to air Adult Swim shows for the first time ever 
on free-to-air UK television. This is part of a new brand partnership that will also see 
hundreds of hours of Adult Swim content being made available to stream for free on All 


4. These shows include: Rick And Morty, Tim and Eric Awesome Show, Great job!, The 
ellies!, Tim And Eric's Bedtime Stories, Robot Chicken, Dream Corp LLC and more. 


Programmes[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by E4 
Most watched programmes[edit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched shows on E4, based on Live +7 data 
supplied by BARB up to 11 November 2018.“ The number of viewers does not include 
repeats or airings on E4+1. 


ae Show Episode his a Date 
The TEE o 3,721,0 |11 October 

1 inBeriiceners 3.05 - "Will is Home Alone 00 5010 
P ; ae 3,704,0 | 18 October 

2 3.06 - "The Camping Trip 00 2010 

3 3.04 - "The Trip to Warwick" Ta 4 October 2010 
E r 3,572,0 |27 September 

4 3.03 - "Will's Dilemma 00 2010 

5 3.01 - "The Fashion Show" SID Th oe premoer 


00 2010 


6 3.02 - "The Gig and the 3,336,0 | 20 September 


Girlfriend" 00 2010 


7 6.01 - "The Date Night 2,803,0 | 15 November 
Variable" 00 2012 
8 9.05 - "The Perspiration 2,/28,0 | 26 November 
Implementation" 00 2015 
The Big Bang 
Theory 
9.12 - "The Sales Call 2,688,0 
2 Sublimination" 00 2a Morei 20e 
10 12.04 - “Tne Tam Turbulence" | 2661.9 | 8 November 


00 2018 


E4 Music[edit] 


This section possibly contains original 
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In August 2005, following the close of that year's Big Brother, E4 introduced the E4 
Music programming block. The slot initially ran through much of the morning/daytime 
schedule, though was later reduced to mornings only, with the amount of scripted 
comedy and drama screened in daytime increased. 


Prior to the launch of E4 Music, E4 was off-air during daytime for much of the year, only 
going on air in daytime for rolling coverage of reality shows such as Big Brother. The 
introduction of E4 Music led to E4 broadcasting 24/7 all year round. Initially, £4 

Music would take a summer break to allow Big Brother coverage to replace it, but in 
later years Big Brother coverage was reduced, allowing a cut-down F4 Music to run 
during the summer. 


In 2008, the launch of 4Music as a channel led to questions being asked about the 
future of E4 Music. However, E4 retained its commitment to music content, stating 
that E4 Music had been commissioned to run until at least the start of Big Brother in 
2009.2 


At 10 am on Thursday 4 June 2009, the day before the launch of the 2009 Big 
Brother series, E4 Music ceased broadcasting. 


Big Brother coverage([edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 


oO, sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
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Find sources: "E4" TV 
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2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Between 2001 and 2010 when the reality series Big Brother (and Celebrity Big Brother) 
were being transmitted on Channel 4, E4 devoted much of its schedule to live coverage 
from inside the Big Brother house; interactive features that gave access to additional 
camera angles have also been transmitted. The channel also had Big Brother voting 
options, Big Brother spin-off shows such as Big Brother Live, Big Brother's Little 
Brother, Big Brother's Big Mouth, Diary Room Uncut and Big Brother highlights 

repeats. Big Brother coverage was among the highest-rating programming on the 
channel, and came at a time when most of the year's US imports had ended. Past 
editions of the American and Continental African versions of Big Brother have also 
broadcast on E4. 


Promotions[edit] 


Programme trailers sometimes have the narrator repeating things that characters have 
said, such as, in a trailer for Ugly Betty that includes one character asking Betty "Why 
are you crying in the bathroom?", the narrator immediately asks "Why /s Betty crying in 
the bathroom?!". And on another occasion, he says "Oh No! Kerry Katona must be 
double booked." commenting on a cameo by Victoria Beckham. Sometimes the narrator 
appears to interact with the characters of the programme, especially notable in trailers 
for Miss Match and What About Brian. The announcers also occasionally gently poke fun 
at the series they introduce, such as heralding an episode of Life Unexpected by calling 
it "The show where no one - except Cate - has a sensible name." 


Films are usually gently ridiculed in their promotion, such as with the voice of E4 telling 
viewers they "probably will" guess the ending of She's All That, naming actress Kim_ 
Cattrall as "That slaggy one from Sex and the City" when advertising Big Trouble in 
Little China, and re-dubbing a scene from Entrapment where the two characters are 
running along a rooftop before being caught in a helicopters' search light with 
"Catherine Zeta-Jones! This is the old man recovery unit!". There is also quite heavy use 
of British words which have generally fallen out of circulation, such as 'ruddy' and ‘gaff’. 


E4's continuity often sent up the channel's Friends-reliant schedule - while in the past, 
announcements would generally be the same for example "Now it's time to relax 

with Friends", more recently the announcers have been more inventive with phrases 
such as "....after an episode of Friends we've shown so many times the tape's gone a bit 
wobbly" before a Series 1 episode which indeed had a distorted soundtrack. There had 
only been a handful of days since the creation of E4 when Friends wasn't shown, but it 
was announced on 10 February 2010 that E4 and Channel 4 would stop airing the 
programme in Autumn 2011, although the series continues to be shown in Britain 

on Comedy Central. 


On one occasion when a playout-error caused part of an episode of Desperate 
Housewives to be repeated, continuity announcer Dominic O'Shea said, "I know we 
repeat ourselves a lot on E4 but that was of course a technical fault. Hopefully we'll 


have it fixed by the time it's repeated on Sunday,"2" playing on the fact that many of 
E4's imported American drama programmes are shown at least twice for each episode. 


Following the US premiere of Glee the first episode was aired as a sneak peek on 15 
December 2009, one month before the actual premiere. Due to the launch of the 
second series of 90210 and the UK premiere of G/ee both premiered with a "double bill" 
effect, the first two episodes of the second series of 90210 ("To New Beginnings" and 
"To Sext or Not to Sext") was screened on 5 January 2010, with the first two episodes 
of Glee ("Pilot" - which was already screened on 15 December 2009 as a sneak-peek 
and "Showmance") on 11 January 2010. The Cleveland Show and Accidentally on 
Purpose also premiered like this. 


See also[edit] _ 


e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
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E4 is a British television channel, a sister station of Channel 4. The following is a list of 
programmes that are broadcast on E4. 


Currently broadcast[edit] 
Dramas[edit] 


Skins (2007-13) 

Misfits (2009-13) 

My Mad Fat Diary (2013-15) 
Youngers (2013-14) 

Glue (2014) 

Tripped (2015) 

The Aliens (2016) 


Comedies[edit] 


The Inbetweeners (2008-10) 

School of Comedy (2009-10) 
PhoneShop (2010-13) 

Beaver Falls (2011-12) 

Cardinal Burns (2012 Channel 4 2014-) 
The Midnight Beast (2012-14) 

Noel Fielding's Luxury Comedy (2012-14) 
Drifters (2013-2016) 

Chewing Gum (2015-2017) 

Wasted (2016) 

Crazyhead (2016) 

Gap Year (2017) 


E 


Reality/non-scripted[edit] 


e Rude Tube (2008-present) 
e Made in Chelsea (2011-present) 
e Dirty Sexy Things (2011) 


E 


Playing It Straight (2011-2012) 

Tool Academy (2011-2012) 
Desperate Scousewives (2011-2012) 
Shipwrecked: The Island (2011-2012) 
What Happens in Kavos... (2013) 
Party House (2014) 

Troy (2014-present) 

Virtually Famous (2014-2017) 
Taking New York (2015-present) 
Tattoo Fixers (2015-present) 

Young, Free and Single: Live (2015) 
Look Into my Eyes (2015-present) 
How to.. (2015-present) 

Coach Trip (2016-present) 

Rich Kids of Instagram (2016) 

Celebs Go Dating (2016-present) 
Stage School (2016-present) 

Body Fixers (2016-present) 
Polterguest (2016-present)2 

Game of Clones (2017)#! 


Spin-off from Channel 4 programming[edit] 


The Jump: On the Piste (2015) 


‘First Look' Channel 4 programming[edit] 


u 


Hollyoaks (soap opera) (2005-present) 
Sugar Rush (drama) (2006) 


Acquired programming (first run)[edit] 


Brooklyn Nine-Nine (sitcom) (2014-present) 

The 100 (post-apocalyptic drama) (2014-present) 

Supernatural (horror fantasy-drama) (2015-present) (moved from Sky Living) 
The Goldbergs (sitcom) (2015-present) 

Agents of S.H./.E.L.D. (superhero drama) (2016-present) (moved from Channel 4) 
Black-ish (sitcom) (2016-present) 

Young Sheldon (sitcom) (2018-present) 

Gogglebox Australia (reality) (2018-present) 

Fear the Walking Dead (post-apocalyptic drama) (2018-present)“ (also on AMC) 
Krypton (sci-fi drama) (2018-2019) 


The Good Place (sitcom) (2018-present) (also on Netflix UK) 
Charmed (fantasy drama) (2019-present)&" 
Rick and Morty (15 February 2019 - present) (moved from Comedy Central) 


Robot Chicken (15 February 2019 - present) 

Wife Swap 

King of the Hill (animated comedy) 

The Cleveland Show (animated comedy) (repeats now on ITV2 and Comedy Central) 
Bob's Burgers (animated comedy) (moved to Comedy Central after two seasons) 


Acquired programming (repeats) [edit] 


E 


2 Broke Girls (sitcom) 

90210 (teen drama) 

Angie Tribeca (sitcom) 

Baby Daddy (sitcom) 

Being Erica (comedy-drama) 

The Big Bang Theory (sitcom) 

Charlie's Angels (drama) 

Charmed (fantasy-drama) (as well as 4Music) 
Franklin & Bash (comedy-drama) (seasons 1-2 only) 
Glee (comedy-drama) (seasons 1-2 only) 
Gotham (superhero drama) (seasons 4-5 only) 
Greek (comedy-drama) 

Happy Endings (sitcom) 

How I Met Your Mother (sitcom) 

The Inbetweeners USA (sitcom) 

Kevin Can Wait (sitcom) 

Life Unexpected (drama) 

Make It or Break It (teen drama) 

Marry Me (sitcom) 

Melissa & Joey (sitcom) 

Mike & Molly (sitcom) 

New Girl (sitcom) 

One Tree Hill (drama) 

Revenge (drama) 

Rules of Engagement (sitcom) 

Smallville (superhero drama) 

Speechless (sitcom) 

Suburgatory (sitcom) 

The Tomorrow People (sci-fi drama) 

Ugly Betty (comedy-drama) 

Young & Hungry (sitcom) 


Upcoming[edit] 


Previously broadcast[edit] 


Accidentally on Purpose (sitcom) 
Allen Gregory (animated comedy) 
Almost Royal (comedy-reality) 


Banana (drama) 

The Class (sitcom) 

Clone High (animated comedy) 

Containment (sci-fi drama) 

Desperate Housewives (comedy-drama) 

Dirty Sexy Money (drama) 

The Drew Carey Show (sitcom) 

Empire (drama) (moved to 5Star after three seasons) 

ER (medical drama) (moved to More4 after seven seasons) 
The Event (drama) 

Father Ted (sitcom) (repeats now on More4) 

Franklin & Bash (comedy-drama) (moved to Sony Channel after two seasons) 
Friends (sitcom) (repeats now on Comedy Central) 
Gilmore Girls (comedy-drama) (repeats now on 5Star and Paramount Network) 
Glee (comedy-drama) (moved to Sky One after two seasons) 
Happy Together (sitcom) 

Hollyoaks Best Bits 2011 (drama) 

Hollyoaks: Chasing Rainbows (drama) 

Hollyoaks: In the City (drama) 

Hollyoaks Later (drama) 

Hollyoaks: Let Loose (drama) 

Hollyoaks: A Little Film About Love (drama) 

Hollyoaks: The Good, the Bad and the Gorgeous (drama) 
Jane the Virgin (drama) (after two seasons moved to Netflix) 
Last Man Standing (sitcom) (moved to 5Star) 

Let's Get Physical (sitcom) 

Lost (drama) (moved to Sky One after two seasons) 

The Mindy Project (sitcom) 

My Name Is Earl (sitcom) (repeats now on 5Star) 

Napoleon Dynamite (animated comedy) 

Nashville (drama) (moved to Sky Living after one season) 
The New Normal (sitcom) 

The O.C. (drama) (repeats now on Really) 

Oz (prison-drama) 

Perfect Couples (sitcom) 

Reaper (comedy-drama) 

The Ricky Geravis Show (animated comedy) 

Rush Hour (comedy-drama) 

Samantha Who? (sitcom) 

Scream Queens (horror comedy-drama) 

Scrubs (medical sitcom) (repeats now on Comedy Central) 
Sex and the City (comedy-drama) 

Shameless (comedy-drama) 

Six Feet Under (comedy-drama) 

The Sopranos (drama) (repeats now on Sky Atlantic) 
Timeless (sci-fi drama) 

Veronica Mars (teen drama-mystery) 

The War at Home (sitcom) 


e The West Wing (political-drama) (moved to More4 after four seasons) 
e What About Brian (comedy-drama) 
e Wildfire (drama) 
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More4 
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e | = 
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Launched 10 October 2005 
Owned by Channel Four Television Corporation | 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 0.94% 


0.06% (+1) (December 2018, BARB) 


Country 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky (UK) 


Sky (Ireland) 


United Kingdom 


Channel 4 
4seven 
Film4 

E4 

4Music 

Box Upfront 
The Box 
Box Hits 
Kerrang! 
Kiss 


Magic 


More4 +1 


channel4.com/more4 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 18 
Channel 86 (+1) 


Satellite 


Channel 124 
Channel 125 (+1) 


Channel 136 (SD/HD) 
Channel 236 (+1) 


Channel 830 (SD) 


Channel 137 


Channel 346 (HD) 


Astra 2E 10936 V 22000 5/6 
10714 H 22000 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 
Virgin Media (UK) Channel 147 
Channel 195 (HD) 
Channel 196 (+1) 
Virgin Media Channel 118 
Ireland Channel 152 (+1) 


Channel 168 (HD) 


UPC Switzerland Channel 165/183 


WightFibre Channel 14 
IPTV 
Swisscom TV Channel arbitrary 


(Switzerland) 


Eir Vision Channel 218 
Channel 219 (+1) 


Streaming media 


All 4 Watch live 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 


Anywhere Watch live (+1, UK only) 


More4 is a British free-to-air television channel, owned by Channel Four Television 
Corporation. The channel launched on 10 October 2005. 


Content([edit] 


When the channel first launched in 2005, it encouraged viewers by showing the first run 
of critically acclaimed US dramas including The West Wing, showing season 6 and 7 
back to back, from its sister digital station E4 to More4 and Without a 

Trace from Channel 4. The channel also carries (or has carried) other American imports 
such as The Daily Show, Curb Your Enthusiasm, and repeats of Channel 4 programmes 
including game show Deal or No Deal, reality TV show Brat Camp, investigative 

series Dispatches, and the controversial BodyShock. Daytime content includes classic 
films and reruns of shows such as Hill Street Blues and ER. 


The channel also carried Morgan Spurlock's reality TV show 30 Days and American 
dramas such as The Closer. The channel featured a nightly discussion 

programme Starkey's Last Word hosted by David Starkey during the Autumn line-up. 
This show was originally called The Last Word and hosted alternately by Stanley 
Johnson, Mark Dolan, Hardeep Singh Kohli and David Mitchell and occasional special 
guest hosts such as Morgan Spurlock. 


On midweek days, it shows hour-long and feature-length documentaries including 
Channel 4's Cutting Edge films. On its first night, the channel led with the 

satirical docudrama A Very Social Secretary about the affair between David Blunkett, 
the former British Home Secretary, and Kimberly Quinn. 


Having shown all five weekday editions of The Daily Show since More4's launch, in 
January 2011 the channel scaled back its commitment to one episode a week in order to 
increase investment in its arts programming.2 


On 23 January 2012, More4 refocused towards more lifestyle based content. 

81 Documentaries which previously aired on the channel moved to its parent station 
Channel 4. Previously, More4 concentrated on lifestyle, documentaries and arts 
programming competing with BBC Four and Sky Arts. 


Branding[edit] 


This section needs to be updated. Please update this article 
Co to reflect recent events or newly available information. (January 
2019) 


2005-2012[edit] 
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More4 share of viewing 2005-2007 BARB figures 


In September 2005, Channel 4 began running teaser trailers for the new station 
(although the name was neither mentioned nor seen in the adverts). Showing neon 
lettering, the teasers hinted at "adult entertainment". Some people may have been 
confused by the deliberate double-meaning of these trailers and mistakenly presumed 
the new channel would be of a pornographic nature.“ The Daily Mail refused to accept 
launch advertising for the channel on these grounds. Advertisements starting at the end 
of September made it much clearer that the "adult entertainment" being offered was 
the ‘intelligent and insightful’ programming. Viewing figures for the launch date gave 
More4 an average figure of 269,000 viewers, compared to E4's 296,000. The original 
More4 branding was designed by Spin and animated by DBLG. 


2012-2018 [edit] 


On 23 January 2012, More4 adopted a new logo and on-air branding. The logo and 
channel idents were designed by London-based design and motion company 
ManvsMachine and Channel 4's in-house agency, 4Creative.= The repositioning of the 
brand coincided with the channel's move towards more lifestyle content and a move 
away from documentaries and arts. The idents focus on moving mechanical 
"scrapbooks" which also refers to the Digital Scrapbook platform. = 


2018-present[edit] 


This section needs 


s 


expansion. You can help 
by adding to it. (January 2019) 


A new logo and branding was introduced in 2018.2 


The branding was not major, the idents stayed the same but the logo was changed. This 
was part of the Channel 4 major rebranding across all their channels. 


Availability[edit] 


Space was reserved on Freeview multiplex C for the channel. However, despite Channel 
4 saying that the channel would appear on multiplex C, the channel appeared on 
multiplex 2. A place holder appeared on the Freeview EPG at number 13 on 13 
September and after a time, ran a looping teaser trailer. More4 +1 became available on 


the DTT platform on 14 December 2005. It was removed on 18 May 2006, to make way 
for live coverage of Big Brother, and the Freeview launch of Film4 later in the year. 


While More4 is available on most cable platforms, More4 +1 was available on Virgin 
Media until 20 August 2007 when it was replaced by Channel 4 +1 across the digital 
television network. It was re-added on 15 January 2013. 


Despite initial advertising and official internet communication that it would be free-to- 
air on satellite television, More4 was encrypted under Sky's pay TV scheme until 6 May 
2008 when it dropped its NDS encryption and went free-to-air. It joined the BBC and 
ITV's new satellite platform, Freesat on the same day. 


More4 is available outside the UK where it is available to viewers in Ireland via Sky 

and Virgin Media Ireland's digital service. This led to further speculation that Channel 4 
would eventually launch on Sky in Ireland, which it did in December 2006. Channel 4 
has already made its other flagship channels: E4, E4 +1, Film4 and Film4 +1 available 
in Ireland via Sky, Virgin Media Ireland digital TV providers. Channel 4 itself is available 
on almost all Irish cable and MMDS systems (in some cases Channel 4 is replaced with 
S4C). In Switzerland, the channel is available among other Channel 4 branded channels 
on UPC Switzerland and on Swisscom TV." 


More4 +2 launched on 16 April 2012 on Sky channel 269, in the lifestyle section of the 
guide. The temporary channel, which aired for a limited period between 7:45 pm and 
11.00 pm, was short lived, because it closed on 26 June 2012 ahead of the launch 

of 4seven on 4 July.24 


HD feed[edit] 


Channel 4 anticipated that More4 HD would launch in 2011, however a launch did not 
occur.42! As part of More4's rebrand in January 2012, ManvsMachine created the channel 
logo for More4 HD.22 On 14 September 2012, Channel 4 announced that More4 HD 
would launch on Sky.24 The channel then launched on 4 February 2013.42 More4 HD 
also became available to Virgin Media viewers on channel 203 on 1 October 2013. [taten 


needed] 


Logos[edit] 
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More4 logo 10 October 2005 - 22 January 2012 


More4 logo 23 January 2012 - 26 September 2018 


More 


More4 logo 26 September 2018 - Present 


See also[edit] 


e Channel 4 


e E4 
e Film4 
e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
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4seven 
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Launched 4 July 2012 
Owned by Channel Four Television Corporation 
Picture format 10801 HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 
the SDTV feed) 
Audience share 0.32% (June 2019, BARB) 
Country United Kingdom 
Replaced More4 +2 


Sister channel(s) Channel 4 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky (UK only) 


Astra 2G 


Virgin Media 


All 4 


Film4 

E4 

More4 

4Music 

Box Upfront 

The Box 

Box Hits 

Kerrang! 

Kiss 

Magic 

channel4.com/4seven 
Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 47 (SD) 
Channel 110 (HD) 


Satellite 


Channel 127 


Channel 144 


11126 V 22000 5/6 


Cable 


Channel 143 (SD) 
Channel 203 (HD) 


Streaming media 


Watch live 


TvPlayer Watch Live (UK Only) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 


Anywhere 


4seven (stylised as 4,) is a British free-to-air television channel which was launched on 
4 July 2012 at 7.00 pm. According to Channel 4, it was created in response to its 
viewers demanding Channel 4 to broadcast old programming from the network." 


4seven launched with 20 hours of content in the schedule per day. In the 8.00 pm and 
10.00 pm slots the channel broadcasts a repeat of shows from the previous day that 
have created a critical buzz in newspapers, chatter on social 

media through Twitter and Facebook and reaction on the overnight log of comments 
kept by the broadcaster. The 11.00 pm slot is used to repeat the programme shown on 
Channel 4 at 9.00 pm, which air again on 4seven at 9.00 pm the following day. The 
rest of the programmes on 4seven are repeats of the most popular ones of the week. 
Weekends are devoted to multiple repeats of the best-rated programmes of the past 
seven days." 


History[edit] 


4seven logo used from 4 July 2012 to 26 September 2018 


The service was originally reported under the working title of 'Project Shuffle', though 
it was announced on 8 March 2012, that the name would be '4seven'.= The channel was 
originally set to launch by June 2012,“ however it was subsequently reported to be 
launching later in the summer. On 22 May 2012, it was confirmed that 4seven would 
launch on 4 July 2012.‘ 


The channel launched across all major TV platforms in the UK, with agreements in place 
for carriage on Freeview, Freesat, Sky, and Virgin TV.“ The channel indirectly replaced 
the temporary More4 +2 on Sky. While on Freeview, a placeholder for 4seven 
appeared on channel 47 in post-digital switchover areas on 2 April 2012. 


A high-definition simulcast, 4seven HD, launched on 1 July 2014 on Freeview channel 
111 (on 110 as of July 2016). 4seven HD was added to Virgin Media in November 2016. 
Aseven HD is not available on satellite. 


Unlike the other family of channels from Channel 4 which are available on all of the 
Republic of Ireland television platforms, 4Seven is not and has never been available on 
the Republic of Ireland. All other channels from Channel 4 are available on Sky TV 
Ireland, Virgin Media Ireland, Eir TV and Vodafone TV Ireland. 4Seven was said to be not 
available due to issues over broadcasting rights restrictions. Viewers in the Irish republic 
who have Sky TV can add the channel into the "Add Channels" section or for those who 
have Freesat it is available on the E.P.G., however all other television providers in the 
Irish republic do not offer the channel. 


See also[edit] 


e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
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For an unrelated music production company, see Music 4. 
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4Music 


Ajusic 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Replaced 


Sister channel(s) 


15 August 2008 


The Box Plus Network 
(Channel Four Television 


Corporation) 


576i 16:9 SDTV 


0.16% (June 2019, BARB) 


We're your filter! 


United Kingdom 


The Hits 


4seven 
Channel 4 
Film4 

E4 

More4 

Box Upfront 


The Box 


Box Hits 


Kerrang! 


Kiss 


Magic 


Website www.4music.com 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 18 


Satellite 


Sky (UK only) Channel 139 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 337 


Virgin Channel 716 
Media (Ireland) 


Streaming media 


The Box Plus Watch live 
Network 
Virgin TV Go Watch live (UK only) 


4Music is a British free-to-air television channel launched on 15 August 2008, 
replacing The Hits. It is the only Channel 4-branded channel within The Box Plus 
Network. 


On 2 April 2013, all Box Television channels went free-to-air on satellite, apart from 
4Music which went free-to-view.™ As a result, the channels were removed from the Sky 
EPG in Ireland. Eventually, 4Music also went free-to-air on 7 February 2017 and 


launched on Freesat, replacing The Box, but reverted to being free-to-view on 12 
December 2018. On 25 September 2017, 4Music received an update to its on-screen 
graphics, revolving around four squares which extend to create the 4Music logo and 
animate to form the artist credit. 


From 16 April 2018, the channel now shows more entertainment programmes as well as 
archive Channel 4 programming to coincide with a change in the EPG numbers on Sky 
from 1 May 2018. 


Launch night[edit] 


4Music began its broadcast with an on-screen countdown which lasted for ten minutes. 
During the countdown, clips from popular music videos were faded through the screen, 
including clips from promotions for the channel. The channel then launched at 7 pm 
with a promotional advert before fading into "Davina (McCall) and Steve (Jones)'s 20 Big 
Ones"; the first song at number 20 being "The Pretender" by Foo Fighters, and Kylie 
Minogue's "Can't Get You Out of My Head” at number 1. 


Kylie Minogue's KYLIEX2008 tour was broadcast, and completing the launch night line- 
up was Big Brother Live, where Rachel Rice was given a ‘favourite things party’ for 
surviving that night's eviction. She and her chosen favourite housemate, Kathreya 
Kasisopa, were taken to a private room where Rachel's top 10 favourite songs were 
played. Live coverage of the 2008 V Festival was shown on 16 and 17 August and 
highlights were shown on subsequent days. These highlights sparked complaints, 
however, as to the overall quality of coverage, due to the main headliners not getting 
their full sets played out. 


Despite the arguments between Davina and Steve as to whose face appeared first on 
the channel, the first face seen on 4Music was Kylie Minogue, introducing her live 
concert at 9 pm on the launch night (as they later explained). 


The launch also saw a new Digital on-screen graphic appear on the screen, and 

new idents with a woman swivelling on a chair with the channel's logo in the 
background. The concept for the channel's on-air presentation was similar to the 
previous idea The Hits had, with a TV suddenly filling with colour throughout the room. 


Programming[edit] 


Entertainment programming[edit] 
Original programming[edit] 


e Real Stories (2011-14) 

e Nicki Minaj: Day in the Life (2012) 

e Bronx Tales: The Influence (part of Hip Hop Season) (2016-present) (also on Netflix 
UK) 


Programming from Channel 4[edit] 


The channel is also well known for repeating some of Channel 4's best loved shows. 
Most of the shows listed below can also be found on E4, as that is a Channel Four 
Television Corporation service with a target market range of 16-34 years-of-age. As of 
September 2019, 4Music is showing the following Channel 4 programmes in its 
schedule... 


Coach Trip (2019-present) 

8 Out of 10 Cats Uncut (2014-present) 
Rude Tube (2016-present) 

The IT Crowd (2019-present) 


The following shows are not listed in 4Music's schedules as of September 2019 but may 
repeated in the future... 


Alan Carr's Celebrity Ding Dong 

Alan Carr: Chatty Man 

Balls of Steel (now on All 4) 

Balls of Steel Australia (made by Endemol Australia/Foxtel for The Comedy 
Channel in Australia but broadcast in the UK by E4) 

Banzai (now on All 4) 

Bo' Selecta! (now on All 4) 

Derren Brown (now on All 4) 

Facejacker 

Fonejacker 

Girls Aloud: Off the Record 

Modern Toss 

No Angels (Series 1 only) (now on All 4) 

Peep Show (now on Gold and All 4) 

Russell Brand's Ponderland 

Shipwrecked 

Spaced (now on Gold and All 4) 

Star Stories (now on All 4) 

Sugar Rush 

The Inbetweeners (UK TV series) (now on All 4) 

The Inbetweeners (U.S. TV series - actually made by Viacom's MTV but broadcast in 
the UK by E4) 

The Kevin Bishop Show (now on All 4) 

Friday/Sunday Night Project 

Trigger Happy TV (now on All 4) 

Trigger Happy TV USA (this version was made for Viacom's Comedy Central channel 
in the U.S. but was broadcast in the UK on Channel 4) 

TV Offal 

Your Face or Mine? (the version hosted by Jimmy Carr and June Sarpong, not the 
revival made for Viacom's Comedy Central channel in the UK) 


Current programming from other channels[edit] 


Keeping Up With the Kardashians (2010-present) (first run on E!) 
Kourtney and Kim Take Miami (2010-12, 2014-present) 

Roswell (2014-present) 

Broad City (Season 2+) (2015-present) 

Kourtney and Khloé Take The Hamptons (2015-present) 

2 Broke Girls (2015-2016, 2019-present) 

| Am Cait (2016-present) 

Sun, Sex and Suspicious Parents (2016-present) (from BBC Three) 
Not Safe with Nikki Glaser (2016-present) 


Love & Hip Hop: Hollywood (2017-present) 

Xena: Warrior Princess (2017-present) 

King of the Hill (2018-present) 

Charmed (2018-present) (Note: the original WB series from the late 1990s, not the 
version of Charmed shown on E4 in 2019) 

e 90210 (2018-present) 

e Animals Unleashed (2019-present) 

e Anger Management (2019-present) 

e Angie Tribeca (2019-present) (Note: the first couple of seasons of this TBS comedy 
were shown in the UK by E4) 

King of the Hill (2019-present) 

How | Met Your Mother (2019-present) 

New Girl (2019-present) 

Rob Kardashian and Chyna (2019-present) 

Sabrina the Teenage Witch (2019-present) (also shown on Trace Vault) 

Scrubs (2019-present) 

Schitt's Creek (2019-present) 2 

Supernatural (2019-present) 

Two and a Half Men (2019-present) (Note: early seasons with Charlie Sheen are 
shown by Viacom's 5Star channel in 2019) 


Former programming[edit] 


The Simple Life (2008-10) 

Snoop Dogg's Father Hood (2008-09) 
The Hollyoaks Music Show (2009-2011) 
The Dance Scene (2010-11) 

The World According to Paris (2011) 
Charlie's Angels (2011) 

Kourtney and Kim Take New York (2012-14) 
Chasing The Saturdays (2013) 
American Idol (Season 15 Only) (2016) 
Joe and Caspar Hit The Road (2016) 
Kocktails with Khloé (2016) 

Mariah's World (2018-2019) (from E!) 

e Sex and the City (2018-2019) 


Award ceremonies[edit] 


e Grammy Awards (2013-present) 
e Teen Choice Awards (2015-present) 
e Billboard Music Awards (2016) 


Music programming[edit] 


e Big Saturday Hitlist A Playlist of Tracks Played Every Saturday 

e Box Fresh - A campaign launched at the beginning of 2017 as a replacement for 
the Box Upfront series of shows (excluding The Official Box Upfront Chart). Vick 
Hope presents all Box Fresh branded programming on TV. 

e Fresh Focus - New music 


Fresh Forward - Abbie McCarthy and Yinka Bokinni present new artists and new 
music. 

#Hangout's - Interviews with the trending artists, while also playing their biggest 
releases and newest singles. 

Hit Mornings With Pandora - The Only Place to be This Morning is right here Join 
Pandora for the biggest hits the Hottest goss and a whole lot more. 

Homecoming - Artists (such as Tom Walker in the episode broadcast on 27 
September 2019) go back to their hometown. 

The Hotmix - A playlist of tracks that are cut down and edited to flow smoothly into 
the next track. 

The Morning Hit list - Your day Starts here join us as we play your get out of bed 
playlist 

The UK Music Video Chart - Presented by Bethan Leadley and with data supplied 
by YouTube, The UKMVC supplies you with the most watched music videos of the 
week. 

UK HOTLIST - The most streamed tracks on Spotify in the last week. 

VOTW/... Hot New Vid! - Video Of The Week/The latest music videos from the 
biggest artists. 


Former music programming[edit] 


The A-List Playlist - The biggest music videos right now. 

100% Super Hits- The chart tracks of the moment. 

What's Hot Right Now? Top 10 - The 10 best singles at this current point in time. 
Hot 10 in 10 - 10 huge tracks edited into a 10-minute remix like The Hotmix. 

This Week's Fresh Music Top 20 - A countdown of the 20 freshest music videos 
at the moment. 

The Official Box Upfront Chart - Presented by Jon Jackson and with data compiled 
by Radio Monitor, The Official Box Upfront Chart plays the 10 biggest pre-release 
tracks. 

4Play!... - 4 videos from a one artist or group 

Tweet To Beat - Usually shown when Trending Live is off-air, but also for Box Plus 
competitions like Last Fan Standing. Two artists songs are played alternately, 
viewers can use the hashtags on-screen to choose their winner (e.g. #4MusicCalvin 
vs. #4MusicTaylor, or #BeyhiveBoxLFS vs. #SwiftiesBoxLFS for Last Fan Standing), 
the percentages are shown on-screen throughout and when the vote closes the 
winner then gets the last song of the programme. 

From The Start - Selected artist retrospective, from career memory lane - to today. 
The Saturday Hotmix - Non Stop Mix of the hottest tracks to Soundtrack Your 
Saturday. 

Today's 4Music Top 10 - A chart compiled by 4Music of the "biggest" and "best" 
videos right now. The first ever Today's 4Music Top 10 Chart was broadcast on 18 
August 2008 at 12:00 pm. Yeasayer were top with their single "Ambling Alp". 

Fresh Music Top 20 - Formerly, the 4Music Top 20, this is a chart compiled by 
4Music of the "biggest" and "best" videos from the current week. The first ever This 
Week's 4Music Top 20 Chart was broadcast on 19 March 2009 at 3:45 pm. 

Your Official Top 20 - A chart is compiled of songs from a particular artist that has 
released at least 20 singles such as Beyoncé, Christina Aguilera and The Black Eyed 
Peas. The public vote for their favourite song on the 4Music website and the results 
are shown on the results show. 


e The 4Music Buzz Chart - The first "4Music Buzz Chart" was broadcast on 18 
August 2008 at 12:00 am. It shows a selection of pre-released songs charted into a 
top 10, similar to sister channel The Box's "Box Breakers". The first number one in 
the chart was "Jump in the Pool" by Friendly Fires and Bombay Bicycle Club's 
"Always Like This". The programme is no longer shown. 

e 4Music Big Ones - A selection of pre-released and released singles. It plays all 
genres of music such as hip-hop, rock, pop, R&B, dance, folk, indie etc. 

e UKHot40 - UKHot40 is a music video chart based on UK sales only, and documents 
the top records of the week. 

e The UK Airplay Top 20 - The 20 most played songs on commercial radio this week. 
Now on Box Hits 

e The Month with Miquita - A review of the past month's stories in the world of 
music with T4 presenter, Miguita Oliver. This programme is no longer broadcast. 

e Orange unsignedActFirst aired last year as MobileAct Unsigned on T4, Orange 
UnsignedAct follows the search for Britain's next biggest unsigned band. No longer 
being made. 

e From the Beginning - All of the music videos from a certain artist are played, from 
their first right through to the present day. They have included Take That, P! 
nk, Mariah Carey, Westlife and Girls Aloud. 

e Six Steps - Linking a couple of artists, through six stages. Snoop Dogg to Girls 
Aloud, Dizzee Rascal to Westlife and Madonna to McFly are a few examples. 

e The Versus Chart - The programme is hosted by Matt Littler and Darren Jeffries. 
They both back an artist and show 10 mixed music videos of both artists with them 
to see which is "better". Eminem Vs. Kanye West, Britney Vs. Christina, Lady 
GaGa Vs. Katy Perry and Take That Vs. Robbie Williams are a few examples. 

e 4Music Doubles - Two music videos by artists or bands. The first video, being their 
newest song, the second video, being their most successful song. "Imma Be" and 
"Where Is the Love?" is an example by The Black Eyed Peas 

e The Crush - A monthly show called The Crush (sponsored by KFC Krushems 
milkshakes) was hosted by Rick Edwards and later T4 host Will Best and contains 
interviews with artists that are releasing new albums and single in that month. 

e Vote4Music - An interactive show where a set of 30 songs could be chosen by 
tweeting the relevant hashtag, the hashtag with the most votes was then played 
next and this process was repeated. The song that was chosen when the final song 
of the show is being played was then played at the beginning of the next show 
instead. 

e Trending Live! - Live from Monday to Thursday from 4pm 'til 5:30pm (5pm until 1 
May 2018) with Jimmy Hill, AJ Odudu and Vick Hope, Trending Live was the viewer's 
daily dose of new music and entertainment news centred on interaction with the 
audience on Twitter via the hashtag #TrendingLive and @TrendingLive & @4music 
accounts, and through Facebook comments. As of 18 April 2017 until 1 May 2018, 
Trending Live let viewers choose the music videos played in the You Select! 
segment from 5pm until the end of the show. 


V Festival and T4 on the Beach[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
= help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
and removed. 
Find 


sources: "4Music" - news « newspapers = books = scholar = JSTOR (Janua 
ry 2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


4Music has coverage at both festivals during the Summer, with highlights repeated 
frequently throughout the Summer. The channel also has stages at both events. At T4 
on the Beach since 2007 (renamed the "T4 and 4Music Stage" in 2010) and at the V_ 
Festival since 2005 (then known as the "Channel 4 Stage", renamed to the "4Music 
Stage" in 2008). 


T4 on the Beach ended after T4 ended its final run on 29 December 2012. 


Former logos[edit] 


4Music logo 2008-2012 


4Music logo 2012-2018 
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Former Heat logo 


Box Upfront is a British music video television channel owned by The Box Plus 
Network. It launched on 3 July 2012 as Heat and was originally based on the magazine 
of the same name. The channel replaced Q.™ 


The channel features daily celebrity gossip show Heat's Huge News, as well as a 60- 
minute programme rounding up weeks stories, titled Heat's Huge Week of News, which 
is produced by ITN.?! In addition, ITN Productions co-produces celebrity documentary 
series Real Stories with Box Television. Heat also features The Heat-Ometer, its pick of 
the 20 biggest music videos narrated by Heat editor, Lucie Cave." 


Box Upfront currently broadcasts current and future mainstream pop music videos 24/7. 


On 2 April 2013, all Box Television channels went free-to-air on satellite, apart 

from 4Music which went free-to-view.! As a result, the channels were removed from the 
Sky EPG in Ireland. However, Heat launched on Freesat on 29 April 2013, 

alongside Magic, following the addition of four other Box Television channels on 15 
April.© 


On 25 May 2016, the channel was rebranded as Box Upfront. '® 


On 1 November 2019, the channel will temporarily rebrand as a Christmas music 
channel called Boxmas, a role previously occupied by sister channel Magic (albeit not 
temporarily rebranded). 


See also[edit] 


e Heat (magazine) 
e Heat Radio 
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This article is about The U.K. and Irish channel based channel. For The defunct U.S. 
channel, see The Box (American TV channel). 


The Box 
Launched 25 April 1992 
Owned by The Box Plus Network 


(Channel Four Television 


Corporation) 
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Country United Kingdom 
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Sky (UK only) Channel 359 
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The Box Plus Watch live 


Network 
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The Box is a television channel in the United Kingdom and Ireland, owned by The Box 
Plus Network. Originally based on the U.S broadcast network of the same name, The 
Box primarily broadcasts music videos and features other music-related programming 
from across The Box Plus Network. 


History[edit] 


The Box was brought to the United Kingdom by Vincent Monsey (of Radio 

Caroline fame) and his partner Liz Laskowski, who discovered the U.S channel 

in Miami in 1991, when it was then known as The Jukebox Network. The UK company, 
Video Jukebox Network International Limited, was formed in 1991 and The Box was 
launched the following year in April 1992 during the early days of cable television. The 
Box was carried by four operators United Artists, Telewest in London and Bristol, Nynex 
in the south of England, and Videotron, which is also based in London. 


Over the next few years, The Box was rolled out on a regional basis across all of the 
United Kingdom's cable system available and, eventually, onto Sky Digital in 1998. The 
Box was also broadcast on the Astra Satellite between 2 am and 6 am during the 
downtime of Granada Plus and Men & Motors. From 1999, all the regional versions of 
The Box were shut down and replaced with a single UK version. 


Ticketmaster Inc. briefly owned 50% of the company (Box Television Ltd) before 
becoming a public company on the FTSE. EMAP took ownership of these shares in 1997, 
and purchased the shareholding held by the American company VJN Inc, which had then 
become TCI Music and then Liberty Digital. The US version of the channel was sold 

to MTVN in 2000. EMAP retained ownership, receiving profits made from music video 
selections, which are made by the viewers using premium rate phone lines, as well as 
the small fees from BSkyB for being an encrypted channel. Each week, a 

new playlist would be released and would generally contain new or current music 
videos. In its early years, the playlist was published on teletext and the channel's 
website. Today, the playlist is now programmed in the 'Up Next' section on-screen. In 
2007, Channel Four Television Corporation acquired 50% of Box Television and in 2019 
took full ownership of the company, now known as The Box Plus Network."! 


On 2 April 2013, all Box Television channels went free-to-air on satellite, apart 

from 4Music which went free-to-view.”! As a result, the channels were removed from the 
Sky EPG in Ireland. The Box was added to the Freesat EPG on 15 April 2013, alongside 
three other Box Television channels. 


Format([edit] 


The channel is well known for its "First Play" feature, where many videos often make 
their UK or world premiere. This new music is often shown through the "Box Fresh" 
show. Most notably, The Box were recognized for the particular force behind the huge 
success of the first Spice Girls hit "Wannabe", playing their first single months before its 
official release date!<tationneetea, Before Emap took ownership within Box Television, the 
channel was recognized for the wide variety of music from all genres, offering up to 500 
videos per week as well as for helping to introduce rap and hip hop music onto the UK 
music scene, laton needed] 


The slogan of The Box is "Fresh Music First". Previous mottos include "Big Hits First", 
"Music Television You Control", and "Smash Hits You Control". 


Notably, for a brief period in late 1999 and early 2000, there was a trend of artists name 
checking The Box in their music videos, though the practice wasn't widespread. In most 
cases, this was simply an insertion of the logo at some point in the regular video, 
however in a few cases, the channel was actually name checked by the artists 
themselves. The most notable example of this is the video for the S Club 7 song "S Club 
Party", which also had an extended opening and closing not seen on other music 
channels. 


As with all Box Television channels, The Box now operates from a pre-programmed 
playlist and does not include video selection jukeboxes. In July 2007, 50% of Box 
Television was sold to Channel Four Television Corporation, before EMAP's remaining 
50% in the company was sold to Bauer Media Group in January 2008. 


On 28 October 2013, The Box's logo, branding, onscreen and online design was 
refreshed. In addition, the channel and its siblings can now be streamed on the Box Plus 
App and at the channel's website. 


Programming[edit] 


e Super Hits & New Releases - Tune in to these super-hot hits and the latest 
trending videos. Look no further for today's music fix! 


On Point! Today's Hot Hits - These tracks are on point! Look no further for 
today's hottest hits! 

Hot 10 in 10 - The 10 biggest tracks edited into a 10-minute remix. 

Hotmix - The best tracks of the last few years. The songs are usually cut down and 
are edited to flow smoothly into the next track. 

The Friday Hotmix - Non-stop mix of the biggest tracks to soundtrack your Friday! 
...S Hot New Vid! - Brand new music video from a major artist. 

Powerplay! Today's Top 10 - Stay on the pulse of the hottest tracks around with 
today's 10 must see videos! 

UK Hotlist Top 20 & Top 40 - The 20 and 40 most streamed tracks on Spotify in 
the last week, counted down by Will Best. 

The UK Music Video Chart - Presented by Bethan Leadley and with data supplied 
by YouTube, The UKMVC supplies you with the most watched music videos of the 
week. 

This Week's Fresh Music Top 20 - Miquita Oliver counts down the 20 freshest 
music videos at the moment. 

The Official Box Upfront Chart - Presented by Jon Jackson and with data compiled 
by Radio Monitor, The Official Box Upfront Chart plays the 10 biggest pre-release 
tracks. 

The Pulse - A selection of music videos from new artists. 

40 Massive Weekend Beats - There is no better way to enjoy the weekend than 
with these 40 huge bangers to dance the night away! 

What's Hot? All Night! - The party doesn't stop yet! We have some of the hottest 
videos to keep you going through the night. 

Fresh 'N' Juicy Hits - The biggest tracks to get you through the morning. 


Former logos[edit] 


MUSIC TELEVISION 
YOU CONTROL 


Original logo for The Box UK, mirroring the US channel (Use resumed from late August until 
late September 2019) 


BOE 


The Box logo until 2013 


The Box logo used from 2013-present 
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Box Hits (formerly Smash Hits) is a British commercial television channel owned 

by The Box Plus Network. The channel broadcasts general pop music in shows such as 
Chartbusters, which is recent music and Pop Domination, which is new and old music. It 
also shows other programmes such as themed countdowns and charts such as Top 50 
Boy Bands. The channel also has hours dedicated to a particular artist or band such as 
Pussycat Dolls: Ultimate 10. It was originally based on the former Smash Hits magazine, 
which was owned by EMAP. 


The channel is available on a number of platforms including Sky and Virgin Media. It is 
part of a network of channels owned by The Box Plus Network, which 

include 4Music, The Box, Box Upfront, Kerrang!, Kiss and Magic. On 2 April 2013, all Box 
Television channels went free-to-air on satellite, apart from 4Music which went free-to- 
view." As a result, the channels were removed from the Sky EPG in Ireland. However, 
Smash Hits launched on Freesat on 15 April 2013, alongside three other Box Television 
channels. 


On 25 May 2016, the channel was rebranded as Box Hits.®! 


Smash Hits TV was also the name given to a spin-off TV show broadcast on Sky One in 
2001. 


It used to broadcast general mainstream pop music on a "jukebox" system, where 
viewers had to call a premium rate telephone number to select a music video to play Its 
A Music Channel 


Programming[edit] 


e Massive Chart Hits - The best chart toppers back to back! 

e Non-Stop Big Hits - We've got all the biggest videos from the biggest stars right 
here all through the night! 

e Buzzin’ with Big Hits - Nothing but the biggest hits around from the biggest artists 
on the planet, right here, right now! 

e OMG! It's ... Years Since... - The best music videos from a selected number of 
years ago. 

e Totally... - 30 minutes of the biggest music videos from your favourite artist. 

e All the Hits, All Weekend - We've got your weekend soundtrack sorted with the 
hottest music around! 

e Official UK Airplay Chart Top 20 - 20 most-played songs played across UK radio 
stations in the last week. 

e UK HOTLIST Top 20 - Will Best provides 20 most-streamed tracks of the week as 
compiled by Spotify. 

e Face Off! - Music videos from two different artists. 

e Hotmix - Exclusive non-stop mix of the hottest tracks to soundtrack your life! 
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Kerrang! TV is a British free-to-air music television channel owned by The Box Plus 
Network, which is loosely connected to the magazine, Kerrang!. Its programming 
consists of rock music. 


As of 2005, all of its programme content is music videos, the majority of which is open- 
schedule so as to permit text requests from their playlist. 


Background[edit] 


The TV station's playlist is mainly nu metal, pop punk/skate punk and indie rock, 
although with some unusual exceptions. Certain acts such as Tenacious D and Limp 
Bizkit got higher-than-average play rates, due to higher rates of text requests. Themed 
30-minute segments often covered artists who were on the playlist, with large numbers 
of videos, most noticeably Green Day, Panic! at the Disco, Paramore and You Me at Six. 


The station unusually guaranteed to play a requested video, unlike others where a 
voting system was in place. However, it may have taken some time for the video to be 
played. 


It shares much of the ethos of its namesake magazine, although it will not go as far as 
to play unsigned acts or veer too far off music which is accepted by the 

mainstream. Heavy metal is least played, as death metal and black metal are very 
rarely played, although extreme metal act Cradle of Filth had appeared on late-night 
and even daytime Kerrang! TV from time to time. More mainstream rock acts are 
favoured. British and American music is most featured, European music is played rarely; 
although Rammstein (Germany) have featured weekly. Gothic metal and power 

metal are rarely played. 


Many of the videos shown are heavily censored to remove profanity, violence, and 
references to God and religion. The censorship usually takes the form of dubbing out 
the offending phrase or by blurring the picture. This is often criticised by a lot of 
viewers, as of the fact that even the graveyard slot (99m-6am, when no kids are 
watching) also doesn't show any video in the uncensored version. The response from 
the channel is, running uncensored videos during nighttime may increase the risk of it 
being broadcast during daytime. 


Video countdowns are often shown on the channel. 


The station had an annual video countdown called the Rock 100, which covered the 
100 most requested videos on the station (Rock or otherwise) in the previous year, and 
with links between blocks of tracks given by one of the featured bands. In 2005 Good 
Charlotte presented the Rock 100 from a strip club in Manchester. In 2009 Charlie 
Simpson made a voice-over for the show with clips from people's votes in the Download 
festival. 


The channel is available on many platforms including Sky and Virgin Media. It is part of 
a network of channels owned by The Box Plus Network, which include 4Music, Box 

Hits, Box Upfront, Kiss, The Box and Magic. On 2 April 2013, all Box Television channels 
went free-to-air on satellite, apart from 4Music which went free-to-view.“ As a result, 
the channels were removed from the Sky EPG in Ireland. However, Kerrang! TV 
launched on Freesat on 15 April 2013, alongside three other Box Television channels, 
but was removed on 24 March 2015.2 


Launch[edit] 


The first broadcast of Kerrang! TV had a countdown of voters' most-desired videos. The 
most popular choice and the first video ever shown on Kerrang! TV was Nirvana's 
"Smells Like Teen Spirit". Limp Bizkit's "Break Stuff" and Everlast's "Black Jesus" were 
also in the first 3 videos ever played. 
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This article is about the British music television channel. For the radio station of the 
same name, see Kiss (UK radio station). 
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Owned by The Box Plus Network 
(Channel Four Television 


Corporation) 
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Kiss TV is a commercial hip-hop music television channel owned by The Box Plus 


Network. The playlist predominantly consists of old skool and mainstream hip- 
hop, grime and R&B. 


It is based on the format of the Bauer owned London radio station Kiss FM UK, which 
started as a pirate radio station in London in 1985. 


History[edit] 


KIS 


Bem 


Kiss logo 1998-2006 


The original incarnation of Kiss TV was created by Guy Wingate, was bought back in to 
head up EMAP's fledgling TV division by then Kiss Chief Executive and the station's 
original founder, Gordon 'Mac' McNamee. The channel ran for one hour a night on 

the Mirror Group's L!VE TV cable circuit and after a year moved up to 

the Granada satellite and cable platform, taking a similar slot in the evening. 


Although the original idea for the channel was proposed in 1993 (three years after Kiss 
FM launched as a legal station), it took many months for Wingate to convince UK 
television regulators, The Independent Television Commission to permit the extension 
of a brand name over to television. When permission was finally granted, Kiss had once 
again innovated by becoming the first "Masthead" TV project in the UK. 


Within one year, the station was beating MTV in its time slots, and quickly gained a cult 
status for its low-budget edgy coverage of the UK dance music scene. The channel's 
presenters included legendary DJs such as BBC Radio 1's Judge Jules. By the time the 
channel was one year old, it had attracted major sponsorship from blue-chip brands 
such as Levi's, Sony consumer products and The Guardian newspaper. 


The channel is available on many digital television platforms. It is part of a network of 
channels owned by The Box Plus Network, which includes 4Music, Kerrang! TV, Box 
Hits, Box Upfront, The Box, and Magic. On 2 April 2013, all Box Television channels 
went free-to-air on satellite, apart from 4Music which went free-to-view.® As a result, 
the channels were removed from the Sky EPG in Ireland. However, Kiss TV launched 

on Freesat on 15 April 2013, alongside three other Box Television channels. Kiss TV 
also broadcasts in Sub-Saharan Africa as a Pay-TV Channel through various Digital TV 
providers without Commercials and Teleshopping. Past Music Videos are played in place 
of commercials. 


In about January 2017, the online worldwide live stream of KISS TV was shut down, in 
both KissKube app and Kiss official website. The channel is free to view in the UK via 
The Box Plus apps. 


Programming[edit] 


e UK HOTLIST Urban - Live@Kiss host Alex counts down the 20 hottest urban beats, 
compiled by Radio Monitor. 

e Big Beats & New Drops - Back to back beats! The biggest tracks right now and 
the freshest videos altogether, right here! 

e Mixtape - A rapper (like Fuse ODG, Lethal Bizzle, Stormzy) provides music that 
he/she favours and recommends. 

e Hotmix - Exclusive non-stop mix of the hottest tracks to soundtrack your life! 


e HYPE - Catch the biggest R&B, Hip-Hop and Dance music videos from new and 
emerging talents. 

e 20 Most Played on Kiss - 20 biggest music videos this week on Kiss. 

e Takeover - Compilations of chart-topping music videos from a particular genre. 

e Kiss Hot One! - Brand new music videos. 

e Massive... - Compilations of the best music videos from a particular genre. 

e Shuffle Mode - 1 hour of the biggest music videos from your favourite Kiss artist. 

e ass VS a.. - Music videos from two different artists back to back in order of the name. 


See also[edit] 


e Kiss Network 

e Kiss 100 London 
e Kiss 101 

e Kiss 105-108 
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Magic (TV channel) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about the British music television channel. For the radio station of the 
same name, see Magic (Radio). 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
es challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Magic" TV 

channel - news = newspapers = books = scholar " JSTOR (May 

2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Magic 


Launched 13 September 2001 


Owned by The Box Plus Network 


(Channel Four Television Corporation) 


Picture format 576i 16:9 SDTV 


Audience share 0.04% (September 2018, BARB) 


Sister channel(s) 4seven 
Channel 4 
Film4 
E4 
More4 
4Music 
Box Upfront 
The Box 
Box Hits 
Kerrang! 


Kiss 


Website www.magic.co.uk/tv 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 29 (HD online 


via 4Music) 


Satellite 


Sky (UK only) Channel 362 


Astra 2E 11626 V 22000 5/6 
StarSat Channel 328 
Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 340 


Virgin Channel 713 


Media (Ireland) 
Streaming media 


The Box Plus Watch live 


Network 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (UK only) 


Watch live (Ireland only) 


Magic is a British free-to-air music television channel owned by The Box Plus Network. 
It plays mainly easy listening music videos and is based on the Magic Radio network 
also owned by Bauer. Like some other Box Television music television channels under 
Bauer's brand, Magic operated a jukebox service where viewers were able to request 
videos to be played via a premium-rate telephone number. 


The channel is part of a network of channels owned by Box Television, which 

include 4Music, Kerrang! TV, Smash Hits, Heat, The Box, and Kiss. On 2 April 2013, all 
Box Television channels went free-to-air on satellite, apart from 4Music which went free- 
to-view.™ As a result, the channels were removed from the Sky EPG in Ireland. However, 
Magic was launched on Freesat on 29 April 2013, alongside Heat, following the addition 
of four other Box Television channels on 15 April. 


Magic mainly focuses on music from the 1970s, 1980s, the 1990s and the 2000s. 


Programming[edit] 


e Late Night Magic 

e Brighten Up Your Breakfast 

e The Magic Singles of the Week - Sarah Powell plays 20 songs selected by Magic 
HQ. 


e Rewind the Classics 

e Feel the Magic 

e Back to the...'s 

e Simply... - Videos from a single artist. 

e Magic 80s Weekend 

e Magic at the Movies - A block of countdowns and playlists featuring songs from 
film soundtracks, usually the block is in the form of a 'Magic at the Movies' Bank 
Holiday weekend, but some shows are part of the regular line-up. 


Compilation albums[edit] 


The channel has released several compilation albums. 


No. 
Title of acess Artists Featured in This Album 
disc date 


S 


Wet Wet Wet, Lighthouse Family, Elton John, Harry 
Nilsson, Vanessa Williams, Marvin 
Gaye, Commodores, Stevie Wonder, Diana 
Ross & Lionel Richie, Smokey Robinson, Randy 
Crawford, Peaches & Herb, Tina Turner, Kool & The 
The Sound 5 31 May Gang, Phyllis Nelson, Gallagher & Lyle, Captain & 
of Magic 1999 Tennille, Sad Café, Roxy Music, Robbie Williams, Bee 
Gees, Barry Manilow, Chris De Burgh, Oleta_ 
Adams, Bill Withers, Jennifer Rush, Dire Straits, Gerry 
Rafferty, Toto, The Cars, Foreigner, Leo Sayer, Joe 
Cocker & Jennifer Warnes, Procol Harum, Moody 
Blues, 10cc 


Martine McCutcheon, Texas, Simply Red, Shania 

Twain, Take That, Lighthouse Family, Dina 

Carroll, Terence Trent D'Arby, Bill Withers, Mica Paris, 

Commodores, Jeffrey Osborne, Patti Austin & James 
The Sound 1 Ingram, Billy Paul, Champaign, Al Green, Lisa 


of Magic 2 October | Stansfield, Everything But The Girl, Elton 

Love 1999 John, Boyzone, The Corrs, Des'ree, Bee 
Gees, Bread, Hall & Oates, Korgis, Maria McKee, Paul 
Young, Eric Clapton, The Style Council, Eric 
Carmen, Dr Hook, The Real Thing, The Three 
Degrees, Jim Capaldi, Rod Stewart, The La's 


More Sound | 2 15 May Gabrielle, The Corrs, Boyzone, R. Kelly, Elton 
of Magic 2000 John, Seal, Crowded House, Dina Carroll, Peter 


Magic Vol.2 


12 March 
2001 


Magic - 

Summer 

Feeling 

Magic - The 28 
Album Novembe 


2 
3 


r 2005 


Cetera, Bill Withers, Yvonne Elliman, Dobie Gray, 
Marvin Gaye, Bryan Ferry, Commodores, Dr 

Hook, Barry White, 10cc, Robert Palmer, Wet Wet 
Wet, Geri Halliwell, Sixpence None the Richer, Sheryl 
Crow, Backstreet Boys, Simply Red, Another Level, 
Bee Gees, Gloria Estefan & the Miami Sound 
Machine, Lighthouse Family, Paul Young, Paul 
Weller, Christopher Cross, Carly Simon, Labi 

Siffre, Mr. Mister, Black, Air Supply, The 

Christians, Ladysmith Black Mambazo feat Des'ree 


LeAnn Rimes, Ronan Keating, Gabrielle, Simply Red, 
Diana Ross, Wet Wet Wet, Barry White, Yvonne 
Elliman, Elton John, Bee Gees, Aretha Franklin, Cat 
Stevens, Fat Larry's Band, Peter Frampton, Faith- 


Hill, Michael Jackson, Eurythmics, Gallagher & Lyle, Al 
Green, Lonestar, Texas, The Corrs, Craig 

David, Savage Garden, Westlife, Lighthouse 

Family, Chris Rea, The Temptations, Chris De Burgh, 
Captain and Tennille, Nik Kershaw, Marvin 

Gaye, Dusty Springfield, The Sutherland Brothers, 
Stevie Wonder, Rita Coolidge, Kool and the 

Gang, Fleetwood Mac, Lionel Richie, Eva Cassidy 


S Club, Emma Bunton, David Sneddon, Shania 
Twain, Vanessa Carlton, DJ Sammy, Dido, George 
Michael, Appleton, Nelly Furtado, Style Council, The 
Corrs, Marti Pellow, Texas, Oleta Adams, Simply Red, 
Des'ree, Stevie Wonder, Bill Withers, Commodores, 
Ronan Keating, Elton John, Gabrielle, Boyzone, Elvis 
Costello, Dionne Warwick, Dusty Springfield, Aretha 
Franklin, Eurythmics, The Bangles, Deacon Blue, Lisa 
Loeb, Malachai, Rod Stewart, Lighthouse Family, Paul 
Young & Zucchero, Black, Jackson 5, Hall & 

Oates, Tavares 


James Blunt, Michael Bublé, Daniel Bedingfield, 
10cc, Damien Rice, Craig David, Daniel Powter, 
Backstreet Boys, The Corrs, Aretha Franklin, Paul 
Weller, The Bangles, Linda Ronstadt feat Aaron 


Neville, LeAnn Rimes, The Judds, DJ Sammy 
& Yanou feat Do, Louis Armstrong, Van Morrison, The 


Isley Brothers, The Stranglers, UB40, Fleetwood 
Mac, Cyndi Lauper, Blondie, Boy Meets Girl, 


Summer 
Magic 
26 
ae February 
g 2007 
Magic The 
Album 2007 


Foreigner, The Cars, East 17, Simply Red, The 
Bluebells, The Pretenders, Aztec Camera, Tears For 
Fears, A-ha, Marvin Gaye, Otis Redding, Randy 
Crawford, Gabrielle, Al Green, Beverley 

Craven, Atlantic Starr, Dawn Penn, Bee Gees, Chaka 
Khan with Rufus, Chic, Sheryl Crow, The B- 

52's, Cher, Shakespears Sister, Andreas Johnson 


Will Young, Damien Rice, Katie Melua, Magnet, The 
Corrs, Ronan Keating, Simply Red, Bread, 

Foreigner, Chicago, David Gray, The Cars, The Everly 
Brothers, The Pretenders, Faith No More, Extreme, 
Everything But The Girl, Sinead O'Connor, Gordon 
Haskell, Eva Cassidy, Lionel Richie, Lemar, Barry 
White, Lee Ryan, Craig David, Toni Braxton, Keisha 
White, Labi Siffre, Al Green, Jimmy Ruffin, Rose 
Royce, Ben E. King, Randy Crawford, Aretha Franklin, 
Otis Redding, Dionne Warwick, Percy Sledge, Phyllis 
Nelson, Anita Baker, Marvin Gaye 


Elvis Presley, Christina Aguilera, Michael 

Bolton, Whitney Houston, Simon & Garfunkel, Simply 
Red, The Bangles, Elton John & George Michael, 
Cyndi Lauper, Billy Paul, Katie Melua, Take That, 
Vanessa Williams, Foreigner, The Righteous Brothers, 
Bee Gees, Darren Hayes, Delta Goodrem, Eric 
Carmen, The Cars, Bette Midler, Bread, Karyn 

White, Billy Ocean, Beverly Craven, Peter Cetera, The 
Pretenders, Alison Moyet, Phil Collins, Luther 
Vandross, Randy Crawford, 10cc, The Mamas & 
Papas, Christopher Cross, Bill Withers, Toto, Savage 
Garden, Harold Melvin & The Blue Notes, Ben E King, 
Marvin Gaye, Otis Redding 


Michael Buble, James Morrison, Paolo Nutini, David 
Gray, Lionel Richie, Ronan Keating, Sugababes, 
Simply Red, The Pretenders, A-ha, Wet Wet 

Wet, Candi Staton, Leann Rimes, Andrea Corr, KC & 
The Sunshine Band, Luther 

Vandross, Toploader, Eternal feat Bebe 

Winans, Johnny Nash, Dobie Gray, Labi Siffre, George 
Michael, James Blunt, Will Young, Bread, Chicago, Joe 
Cocker feat Jennifer Warnes, Sixpence None The 
Richer, Shawn Colvin, The Beautiful South, Aretha 


Magic 
Decades 


Magic 
Ballads 


Magic 
Summertim 
e 


19 
Novembe 
r 2007 


9 
Novembe 
r 2009 


15 July 
2013 


Franklin, Maria Muldaur, The Real Thing, Jackie 
Wilson, The Drifters, The Four Tops, The Monkees, 
UB40 feat Chrissie Hynde, Aqualung, Nerina 
Pallot, John Paul Young, Bobby Darin 


Marvin Gaye, Terence Trent D'Arby, Lionel Richie, 
Simply Red, Chicago, Wet Wet Wet, The 

Pretenders, Fine Young Cannibals, Aztec Camera, A- 
ha, Laura Branigan, Howard Jones, Sister Sledge, 
Christopher Cross, Detroit Spinners, Patti Austin & 
James Ingram, Grover Washington, Jr., Womack & 
Womack, Teddy Pendergrass, Randy Crawford, 
Seal, Prince, Toni Braxton, Savage Garden, Simply 
Red, Alannah Myles, Marc Cohn, Paula Cole, Mr. 
Big, Donna Lewis, Julee Cruise, Eddi Reader, East 17 
feat Gabrielle, All Saints, En Vogue, Brand New 
Heavies, Brandy & Monica, Everything But The 

Girl, KD Lang, Cher, James Blunt, Michael Buble, 
James Morrison, Will Young, Westlife, LeAnn Rimes 
& Brian McFadden, Kelly Rowland, Damien Rice, Josh_ 
Groban, David Gray, Ronan Keating, Jamie Scott & 
The Town, Peter Cincotti, Luther Vandross, Alicia 
Keys, All Saints, Gnarls Barkley, Vanessa Carlton, 
Darren Hayes, Anastacia 


James Morrison feat Nelly Furtado, Take That, Michael 
Buble, ABBA, Patrick Swayze, Rod Stewart, P! 

nk, Mariah Carey, Christina Aguilera, Ronan 

Keating, Fleetwood Mac, Dido, The Righteous 
Brothers, Daniel Bedingfield, Toni Braxton, Eric 
Carmen, Nilsson, Jennifer Rush, Celine Dion, Whitney 
Houston, Michael Jackson, Will Young, The 

Bangles, The Script, Simon & Garfunkel, Bill Withers, 
Luther Vandross, Alicia Keys, Lemar, Ben E. King, 
Billy Ocean, Toto, Atlantic Starr, Rose Royce, 
Beverley Craven, Gloria Estefan, Cyndi Lauper, Labi 
Siffre, Westlife, Daniel Merriweather 


Mark Ronson feat Amy Winehouse, ABBA, Michael 
Jackson, Wham!, Justin Timberlake, Gnarls 

Barkley, Jennifer Lopez, Ricky Martin, Katrina & The 
Waves, Shakira, Billy Joel, The Rembrandts, Rick 
Astley, Gloria Estefan & Miami Sound Machine, 
Anastacia, Des'ree, Gabrielle, Sixpence None The 


Richer, Shania Twain, DJ Jazzy Jeff & The Fresh 
Prince, Jamiroquai, Luther Vandross, The Isley 
Brothers, Savage Garden, Donna Summer, Kool and 
The Gang, Martha Reeves & The Vandellas, Deee- 
Lite, The Drifters, Otis Redding, 10cc, Big 
Mountain, Peter Andre, Arrow, Gipsy Kings, Los 
Lobos, Boney M, Bananarama, Barry Manilow, The B- 
52's, Roy Orbison, Bill Withers, The Beach Boys, The 
Foundations, Blondie, Billy Idol, Duran Duran, Kim 
Wilde, Spandau Ballet, Irene Cara, Haircut 100, The 
Boo Radleys, KC and the Sunshine Band, The Lotus 
Eaters, The Lovin' Spoonful, The Style Council, Nik 
Kershaw, The Gibson Brothers, Mungo Jerry, John 
Travolta & Olivia Newton-John 


Take That, George Michael, Christina Aguilera, P!nk 
feat Nate Ruess, Whitney Houston, Celine Dion, Justin 
Timberlake, Dido, Ellie Goulding, Luther Vandross, 
Will Young, The Righteous Brothers, Patrick Swayze 
feat Wendy Fraser, Lonestar, Sarah 
McLachlan, Natasha Bedingfield, Savage 
Garden, Lissie, The Script, Billy Joel, Gary 
Barlow, Labrinth feat Emeli Sandé, Dusty Springfield, 
Mellow 17 March Shakira, Leona Lewis, Britney Spears, Simply Red, 
Magic 3 2014 Jamiroquai, Mr. Mister, Michael Bolton, Gloria Estefan 
& Miami Sound Machine, Labi Siffre, Delta 
Goodrem, Rebecca Ferguson, JLS, Terence Trent 
D'Arby, Eric Carmen, Foreigner, Elvis Presley, Robbie 
Williams, Ben E. King, Alicia Keys, Paloma Faith, John 
Legend, R. Kelly, Alexander O'Neal, Alexandra Burke, 
Lisa Stansfield, Toni Braxton, The Jacksons, Phyllis 
Nelson, The Chimes, Usher, Petula Clark, Harold 
Melvin & The Blue Notes, Simon & Garfunkel, Cyndi 
Lauper, Bob Dylan 


Magic: The | 3 2 March Pharrell Williams, Bruno Mars, George 

Collection 2015 Ezra, Magic!, Scissor Sisters, Bill Medley & Jennifer 
Warnes, Billy Joel, Olly Murs feat Travie McCoy, Ella_ 
Henderson, Justin Timberlake, John Legend, Paloma 
Faith, P!nk feat Nate Ruess, Labrinth feat Emeli 
Sandé, Kelly Clarkson, Whitney Houston, Ben_ 
Haenow, Robbie Williams, George Michael & Elton 
John, Take That, One Direction, Alicia Keys, Ellie 
Goulding, Dido, Christina Aguilera, Annie 
Lennox, R.E.M., The Script, Passenger, Will 


Magic: The 
Album 


Magic 80s 


3 


4 


26 
February 
2016 


23 
February 
2018 


Young, Natalie Imbruglia, Sarah McLachlan, 

Des'ree, Tom Odell, Mr. Probz, The Tony Rich Project, 
Eva Cassidy, Sophie B. Hawkins, Rumer, Gary Barlow, 
A-ha, Fleetwood Mac, Culture Club, Philip 

Oakey & Giorgio Moroder, Cyndi Lauper, Mr. 

Mister, Starship, The Bangles, Luther Vandross, 
ABBA, Nik Kershaw, Boy George, Feargal Sharkey, 
Phyllis Nelson, Belinda Carlisle, Dee C. Lee, Alison 
Moyet, Stereophonics 


Mark Ronson feat Bruno Mars, Take That, Sam 

Smith, Charlie Puth feat Meghan Trainor, Billy Joel, 
The Bangles, ABBA, Fleetwood Mac, George 

Ezra, Jamie Lawson, Grace, Wet Wet Wet, Savage 
Garden, Spandau Ballet, Luther Vandross, Alicia Keys, 
Celine Dion, Whitney Houston, Robbie 

Williams, Train, Dido The Corrs, Rumer, Lonestar, Eric 
Carmen, Big Mountain, Lighthouse Family, 

Toploader, The Connells, Gregory Abbott, Lisa 
Stansfield, Erasure, Dan Hill, Beverley Craven, Bonnie 
Tyler, Westlife, Kylie Minogue, Eurythmics, 

Blondie, The Pointer Sisters, Hall & Oates, Billy 
Ocean, M People, Chic, Electric Light Orchestra, Roxy 
Music, The Righteous Brothers, Don McLean, Lynyrd 
Skynyrd, The Beach Boys, Marvin Gaye, The 
Monkees, Jackie Wilson, Erma Franklin, Elvis Presley 


Queen, Culture Club, The Human League, Duran 
Duran, Lionel Richie, Cyndi Lauper, A-ha, Frankie | 
Goes To Hollywood, Spandau Ballet, Tears for Fears, | 
Wet Wet Wet, UB40, ABC, Level 42, The 

Bangles, Bananarama, Irene Cara, Tiffany, Kylie 
Minogue, Rick Astley, Simple Minds, Bon Jovi, Cher, 
Belinda Carlisle, Blondie, Kim Wilde, Huey Lewis and 
the News, Soft Cell, Heaven 17, Living ina 

Box, Johnny Hates Jazz, Hue and Cry, Cutting 

Crew, Heart, Berlin, Alison Moyet, Joe Cocker & 
Jennifer Warnes, Danny Wilson, Dexys Midnight 
Runners, Elton John, Fleetwood Mac, Bryan 

Adams, Sting, Roxy Music, Nik 

Kershaw, Roxette, Madness, Tears for Fears, Fine 
Young Cannibals, Hall & Oates, The Pretenders, 
Crowded House, The Style Council, The Human 
League, Kim Carnes, Swing Out Sister, The 


Housemartins, The Proclaimers, The 


Communards, Yazz and the Plastic Population, Tina 
Turner, T'Pau, Culture Club, Curiosity Killed the 

Cat, Aswad, Billy Ocean, Soul Il Soul, Rufus and 
Chaka Khan, Diana Ross, Jermaine Stewart, Kool and 
the Gang, Lipps Inc., Giorgio Moroder & Phil Oakley, 
Womack & Womack, Alexander O'Neal, The_ 
Whispers, Cameo, Paula Abdul, DeBarge, ABBA 


George Michael, Take That, Natalie Imbruglia, Spice 
Girls, Robbie Williams, Shania Twain, Sheryl Crow, 
The Corrs, Backstreet Boys, Jamiroquai, Boyzone, 
Britney Spears, Christina Aguilera, All Saints, 
Gabrielle, Lenny Kravitz, Seal, Lighthouse Family, 
Kylie Minogue, Cher, Eternal feat Bebe 
Winans, Fugees, Des'ree, Tasmin Archer, M People, 
Peter Andre, Mark Morrison, TLC, Destiny's 
Child feat Wyclef Jean, Brandy & Monica, Aqua, Ultra 
Naté, Moloko, CeCe Peniston, Bobby Brown, Robin 
29 March | S, Snap!, Adamski & Seal, Livin' Joy, D Ream, Simply 
2019 Red, Texas, Duran Duran, The Beautiful 
South, Jennifer Page, The Cardigans, New Radicals, 
Crowded House, Travis, 4 Non Blondes, Eagle-Eye 
Cherry, Hanson, The Mavericks, Extreme, 
Lonestar, Scorpions, Paul Weller, Elton John, Maxi 
Priest, UB40, Robbie Williams, Whitney Houston, 
Ronan Keating, Celine Dion, Westlife, Michael Bolton, 
The Pretenders, Roxette, Charles & Eddie, Shola 
Ama, Shanice, Toni Braxton, Oleta Adams, Tina_ 
Arena, Beverley Craven, Sarah McLachlan, Maria 
McKee, Richard Marx, Lionel Richie, Vanessa Williams 


Magic 90s 4 
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All 4 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


All 4 homepage up until February 2019 


| Original Channel Four Television Corporation 


author(s) 


Developer(s) Channel Four Television Corporation 


Initial release 16 November 2006 


Stable release 30 March 2015 


Platform Channel4.com 
Virgin Media 
YouView including BT TV and TalkTalk 
TV 
Sky 
Freeview Play 
Roku 
PlayStation 3 & 4 
iOS 
Android 


IPTV 

Freesat 

Windows 8, 10, Phone 8 & Phone 10 
Xbox 360 & Xbox One 


Now TV 
Available in English 
Type Television catch-up 
Website www.channel4.com 


All 4 is a video on demand service from the Channel Four Television Corporation.” The 
service launched on 16 November 2006 as 40D (shorthand for 4 on Demand). The 
service offers a variety of programmes recently shown on Channel 

4, E4, More4, Film4 and 4Music and shorts.'! However some programmes and movies 
are not available due to rights issues, and the service is incapable of streaming in 
resolutions greater than 576p. 


The cable and IPTV versions are operated through an appropriate set-top box whilst the 
internet variant can be accessed via their website. All 4 generated around 215 million 
long-form video views on all platforms where it is available in the first half of 2011, 
making Channel 4 the biggest commercial UK broadcaster in the video on-demand 
market during the period." 


On 30 March 2015, 40D was merged into and renamed All 4.© 


On 1 March 2019 All 4 was rebranded with a new logo, website design and app design. 
t1 The rebrand included a trial for registered users to pay, and get adverts removed from 
their shows on laptops and PC's called All 4+. If the trial is deemed successful it may 
become a permanent feature in future. = 


Web platforms[edit] 
Channel4.com[edit] 


All 4 is the main source of on demand programmes from Channel 4, E4, and More4. The 
catch up service currently lasts 30 days, and the archive has thousands of hours of 
programming.” 


As of April 2009, the internet version is fully available to Mac and Windows users 
with Adobe Flash Player installed. 


The "catch-up" service offers content free of charge for 30 days after a programme's 
broadcast on Channel 4. As of 2011, not all content is available to Irish users, due to 
licensing restrictions; however, the majority of the programming is available.” Live 
streaming of Channel 4 and its sister channels is not available outside the UK. 


Channel 4 relaunched 40D on 31 August 2011.24 At the heart of the changes is 'My 
4oD', allowing registered users to build playlists, schedule shows, maintain a record of 


what they have watched, save their favourites in a single place, and receive in-page 
reminders from Channel 4 whenever a new episode is available for them to watch. 

421 Other features include better full-page viewing and optimised site navigation during 
viewing. 


Since 2014, the service stops users with ad blocking software from watching videos on 
All 4, {xtation needed 


Amazon Instant Video[edit] 


Amazon Instant Video has a content deal with Channel 4, giving its members streaming 
access to All 4's archive in a specially branded All 4 collection.“ 


Blinkbox[edit] 


Blinkbox previously acquired licenses for a number of programmes to be access on its 
website, although All 4 itself is not available. Some TV series are available for free, such 
as Balls of Steel, Embarrassing Bodies, Shameless UK, and Skins, while others, for 
example ER, Shameless US, and The Big Bang Theory, have to be bought. 


NetflixLedit] 


Netflix has bought the rights to a number of Channel 4 shows, such as Father Ted, IT 
Crowd, and The Inbetweeners, and are shown without adverts.“4581 The majority of 
these shows are set to be removed from Netflix on 15 February 2014.24 


YouTube[edit] 


4oD launched on YouTube in the UK in late 2009, with seven genre-dedicated channels 
for 40D additional to separate channels Channel 4 and E4. !xtationneeses However, it was 
announced on 7 January 2014 that Channel 4 had removed all its long-form 
programming from YouTube in order to focus on the 40D platform itself, although 
programming from 4Shorts and Mashed would remain available.2# 


Television platforms[edit] 

Blu-ray players and televisions[edit] 

An All 4 app for the Samsung Smart TV service was released on 22 March 2013.24 
Freesat[edit] 


All 4 became available as part of Freesat's second generation Free Time guide on 27 
June 2013, offering the last seven days of programming integrated to the TV guide and 
access to the All 4 archive via the on demand section.2% As of 22 February 2018 All 4 
will no longer be available on Freesat services.24 


Sky[edit] 
All 4 was added to Sky's On Demand service on 18 March 2013.21 
Virgin Media[edit] 


All 4 is available on Virgin Media's cable television service. This platform offers 
programmes for 7 days after broadcast and Virgin has exclusive use of most of Channel 
4 archive which is free on XL package. In 2007, Virgin Media announced plans to offer 


high definition programming through All 4 but as of 2012 no further information has 
been released. 2! 


YouView[edit] 


All 4 was one of four services available at the launch of YouView in July 2012. At launch, 
the All 4 app contained options to resume watching recent programmes and browse by 
most popular, categories, collections, and A-to-Z, but lacked a search function and 
contained non-skippable adverts. It is also available for BT TV and TalkTalk Plus 

TV customers, as these services run on YouView. 


Game consoles[edit] 
PlayStation 3[edit] 


All 4 was released on 14 December 2010 on PlayStation 3 via the PlayStation Network. 
251 This service was accessible through ps3.channel4.com,2@ but has now been replaced 
with a native app. The app version of All 4 for PlayStation 3 was released on 20 June 
2013, allowing access to the full All 4 library.24 All 4 on PS3 is free and ad-funded with 
pre-, mid- and post-roll video ads being sold and served by Channel 4. 


PlayStation 4[edit] 
The All 4 app was launched on PlayStation 4 on 23 December 2015. 
Xbox 360[edit] 


On 5 October 2011, it was announced that All 4 would be made available to all Xbox 
Live Gold members./#!2912°1 The service also integrates with the Xbox 

360’s Kinect controller. All 4 was added to the Xbox Live on 21 December 2011.24 All 
content on Xbox Live contains ads which cannot be skipped. 


Xbox One[edit] 


On 8 November 2013, Channel 4 announced that the All 4 app would be available 
on Xbox One when it launched on 22 November 2013.2 


Mobile platforms[edit] 
Android devices[edit] 


An All 4 app for the Android operating system was released on 5 February 2013. 
However the app is missing the previously promised feature to watch TV live channels, 
831 jn addition it's limited to Wi-Fi connections and doesn't support rooted devices. 21251 An 
updated version was released on 25 July 2013 providing download and watch offline 
support. Users are frustrated that the adverts stream properly but that the 
programme content shows as a black screen with audio only. All4's technical support's 
explanation that this is to do with limited bandwidth seems unlikely to users who have 
no problems with other services such as Netflix. 


iOS devices[edit] 


An All 4 iPad app launched on 3 May 2011, the app offers a 30-day catch-up service. 
e7 The current requirements to run this app is a compatible with iPad with iOS 3.2 or 
later. The design of the app was elegant and intuitive but received negative reviews 
around technical issues and its use of commercial breaks. 


An All 4 app for the iPhone and iPod Touch allowing a 30-day catch-up was released on 
2 September 2011, along with an update to the iPad app.22 Both apps now feature 
enhanced search functionality to enable users to more easily navigate the catch-up and 
archive content. They can both be browsed in 3G, but video playback is still only 
available with a Wi-Fi signal to "ensure the quality of the viewing experience isn't 
affected". The apps also feature a link to Channel 4's content on iTunes, offering the 
chance to purchase shows. 


An updated version was released on 25 July 2013 providing download and watch offline 
support.&2 


Windows Phone[edit] 


On 13 November 2013, a native All 4 app was launched for mobile phones running 
the Windows Phone 8 platform. 


Computer platforms[edit] 


The service was originally available as a Windows-only desktop program for 
downloading shows similar to BBC iPlayer Desktop.” Following the launch of the web 
version of 40D in April 2009, the desktop client continued to allow content from outside 
the catch-up window to be downloaded.”" The Kontiki based program which 

offered Windows Media Video downloads was closed in July 2009.23) 


The desktop client offered programming from other broadcasters such 

as FX“ and National Geographic! as well as movies from 20th Century Fox. 

“a A Download To Own (DTO) or "Buy" feature was also available on selected content, 
allowing users to purchase a programme and keep it for as long as they wish. 


On 17 December 2012, Channel 4 and Microsoft released a dedicated All 4 application 
for Windows 8.47 The move saw Channel 4 become the first major UK broadcaster to 
support the operating system with a native app.“4 


Exclusive programming[edit] 


e Channel 4 Shorts (2014-present) 

e Walter Presents (2016-present) - foreign language titles 
e The Island with Bear Grylls USA (2016-present) 

e Hunted America (2017-present) 


See also[edit] 


e BBC iPlayer 

e ITV Hub 

e My5 
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area States 


Launched 3 January 2016; 3 years ago 


Owned by Channel Four Television Corporation and 


Picture 576i (SDTV) 16:9 


| format 


Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast United Kingdom, Ireland, Australia, United 


Walter Presents 


Global Series Network 


Walter Presents is a video on demand service of UK's Channel 4, part of its All 

4 online platform. Launched on 3 January 2016, it specialises in foreign language drama 
and comedy, with English subtitles. It is named after Walter luzzolino, who selects its 
content." The service was later offered as an ad-free subscription service in the United 
States in March 2017,” and in Australia via a Foxtel service in November 2017. It will 
be available in Italy as an on-demand service in September 2018 through a deal 
between Global and Discovery Networks.” 


Production[edit] 


In the UK, the service is a partnership between Channel 4 and Global Series Network. It 
is free to view and supported by advertisements.™ Walter luzzolino began reviewing 
potential content for the service two years before its launch, viewing 3,500 hours of 
television in all.@ 


The service aims to avoid so called arthouse programming in favour of more 
mainstream productions that compete with Netflix and Amazon Prime for audiences 
already familiar with such Nordic dramas such as The Bridge. luzzolino set three 
criteria for selection: the show must be popular in its native country, as 

were Homeland and House of Cards in the United States; it must be "award-winning or 
already critically acclaimed"; and it must have "the finest writing, directing and acting 
that each country has to offer...something worth our time as viewers". 


To promote the service, some of the content is also being aired on Channel 4's 
conventional channels, Channel 4 and More4. 


Available programmes[edit] 


Title Origin Genre 
Crow's Blood” Japan Horror#! 
Deutschland 83" Germany Spy drama 
Spin France Political drama 
Heartless) Denmark Vampire thriller 
Blue Eyes"! Sweden Political thriller 


Pure Evi Argentina Psychological crime 


coe 
Oo e 
e e 


Kabul Kitchen 


Merciless” Brazil Psychological as 
thriller 


Resistance France Historical drama 
Mammon Norway Detective drama 


Czech Republic | Crime thriller 
Thicker Than Water 
The Invisibles Czech Republic 


Dicte - Crime Reporter 


Psychological crime 
Lifeline™ Thriller 


i The 
The Swingers Nathenande Mystery drama 


teeters 
Acquitted Mystery drama 


Inspector Borowski 


The Cleaning Lady Crime thriller 
Rough Justice Detective drama 


The 


The 


The Crimson Rivers France 


: The 
Flight HS13 Necnenande Thriller 


Denmark, : 


Line of Separation Historical drama 
Maltese: The Mafia Detective 


Oom ome ae 
The Mind of@ Murderer 


The 


Rebecka Martinsson: Arctic 
Sweden Drama 
Murders 


CE 
Ride Upon the Storm 
Shades of Guilt Legal thriller 


Thicker Than Water 
13 Commandments Crime thriller 


Reception[edit] 


According to Channel 4, the 11 titles available in the first month attracted 1.1 million 
views on All 4.5 
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The Box Plus Network Ltd 


THE BOX PLUS NETWORK 


Type Limited company 
Industry Mass media 
Founded 1991 


Headquarters Victoria, London 


United Kingdom 


Area served United Kingdom 


Services Television, online 
Parent Channel Four Television Corporation 
Website boxplus.com 


The Box Plus Network (formerly Video Jukebox Network International 

Ltd and Box Television Ltd) is a British television company which is owned 

by Channel Four Television Corporation and acts as its music television programme 
production arm. 


On 2 April 2013, all The Box Plus Network channels went free-to-air on satellite, apart 
from 4Music which went free-to-view."”! 


On 8 January 2019, Channel 4 acquired Bauer Media Group's 50% stake in the company 
to take full ownership of The Box Plus Network. 


The company is based in Victoria in London. 


Current channels[edit] 


BOE 


TELEVISION 
Box Television logo used until 2015. 


The Box[edit] 
Main article: The Box (UK and Ireland TV channel 


The Box is well known for its First Play feature, where many videos often make their UK 
or world premiére. This new music is often shown through the Box Fresh show on the 
channel. 


Box Africa[edit] 


In July 2012,5 Box Television launched a 24-hour pan-African music channel.“ The 
channel focuses on international and local music from across the African continent.= It 
is available in 15 countries across Africa. Box Television has also made available its 
other major channels across Africa. 


Box Hits[edit] 
Main article: Box Hits 


Box Hits (formerly Smash Hits) mainly broadcasts general mainstream pop music from 
the past few years. Formally called Smash Hits, it took its name and format of the 
Smash Hits brand from Bauer which existed in Smash Hits Radio and once ran as a 
magazine. 


Box Upfront[edit] 
Main article: Box Upfront 


Box Upfront (formerly Heat) is a fresh music channel which launched on 3 July 2012. It 
formerly took its name and format from Bauer's weekly Heat magazine, and broadcast 
showbiz news, celebrity features and music videos. It replaced Q on Sky, Smallworld 
Cable, UPC Ireland, Virgin Media and in Iceland on Síminn. 


KiSS[edit] 
Main article: Kiss TV 


Kiss TV is a commercial music television channel from Box Television available on 

the Freesat, Sky and Virgin Media digital TV platforms. The playlist covers a wide range 
of rhythmic music including: urban, grime, electronic, dance, hip hop and R&B, although 
since its relaunch in Summer 2006, (and the launch of a sister channel Q) it has begun 
to focus more on dance music once again. It is based on format of the Kiss brand 

from Bauer which also exists in Kiss Radio. 


Magic[edit] 
Main article: Magic (TV channel) 


Magic TV plays mainly easy listening music videos from the 1980s to 2000s and 
sometimes 1970s as well. It is based on format of the Magic brand from Bauer which 
exists in Magic Radio and Magic branded CDs. 


Kerrang! [edit] 
Main article: Kerrang! TV 


Kerrang! specialises in Rock Music. As of 2005, all of its programme content is music 
videos, the majority of which is open scheduled, for text requests from their playlist. It is 
based on format of Kerrang! brand from Bauer which also exists in Kerrang Radio and 
Kerrang! magazine. 


4Music[edit] 
Main article: 4Music 


4Music showcases a range of pop centring on chart hits and current favourites, along 
with a range of music-themed programmes from Channel 4. The channel is available 
free-to-air on the British Digital terrestrial television service Freeview on channel 18. 


Defunct channels[edit] 
The Hits[edit] 


Main article: The Hits 


The Hits closed on 15 August 2008. It was replaced by 4Music. Its sister radio station 
remains on the air. 


Q[edit] 
Main article: Q TV 


Q specialised in indie, rock and alternative. In common with other Box Television 
channels, Q was originally a jukebox channel, where music video selections made were 
by the viewers using premium rate phone lines; however this element was dropped in 
2004. It is based on format of the Q brand from Bauer which exists in Q Magazine and Q 
Radio. Q closed on 3 July 2012, when it was replaced by Heat. 


Box Plus Apps[edit] 


In 2017, The Box Plus Network launched the Box Plus App, available on Now 

TV, Roku, EETV, Amazon Fire TV, Xbox, iOS and Android devices. The app is free to use, 
and includes the ability to stream Box Plus Network channels alongside a catch up 
service. 


References[edit] 
1. ^ "Bauer's Box channels appear free-to-air on satellite". a516digital. 2 April 2013. 
2. ^ "Channel 4 acquires full ownership of The Box Plus Network". Channel 4. 8 January 
2019. Retrieved 8 January 2019. 
3. ^ http://www.digitaltveurope.net/25828/box-tv-launches-in-africa/ 
4. ^ https://twitter.com/BoxTVAfrica 
5. ^ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SjcOpPrkDA 
6. ^ http://www.balancingact-africa.com/news/broadcast/issue-no149/investment/box-tv- 


extended-its/bc 


7. ^ "Heat TV to launch on 3 July". The Guardian. 23 May 2012. 


8. ^ "Bauer axes Q TV after nearly 12 years to make way for Heat TV". Brand Republic. 23 
May 2012. Archived from the original on 29 July 2012. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


The Hits 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the TV channel. For other uses, see The Hits (disambiguation). 


The Hits 
Launched 30 October 2002 
Closed 15 August 2008 
Owned by Box Television 


(Bauer Group/Channel 4) 


Audience share 0.3% (February 2008, [1]) 


Slogan "Such a good feeling" (2002-04) 
Anyone for a Hit? (2004-08) 


Replaced by 4Music 


Website www.thehits-tv.co.uk 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 18 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 360 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 330 
UPC Ireland Channel 716 


The Hits was a music video channel broadcast in the United Kingdom and Ireland, 
owned by Box Television. In 2008 it was rebranded as 4Music. 


Overview and availability[edit] 


The channel showcased a range of pop centred on chart hits and current favourites. 
Originally, the vast majority of music videos were selected by viewers by means of 
calling a premium-rate telephone number, however the policy was abandoned with the 
channel playing an automated selection of videos and countdown shows presented by 
celebrities and singers past and present. Programming was often themed to coincide 
with events such as St. Patrick's Day and Christmas. 


The channel was available free-to-air on the British digital terrestrial 

television service Freeview on channel 18. It was also available on Sky Digital, 
encrypted as a part of Sky's Music Pack. The Hits was also available on Virgin Media and 
was included in the basic package. It was also be seen through the British Forces 
Broadcasting Service. 


Programmes on The Hits[edit] 


87-07 is a series of programmes where a song is played from each of the years from 
1987 to 2007. There was a more up to date version called 88-08 which is the same as 
87-07 except it goes from 1988 to 2008. There were different collections of songs 
depending on different things that the songs had in common, an example of 87-07 is 
Cheesy Pop 87-07 which includes the songs "Never Gonna Give You Up" by Rick Astley, 
"Saturday Night" by Whigfield and "C'est la Vie" by B*Witched which are all commonly 
regarded as "cheesy pop songs". 


Another type of programme on The Hits was where one hundred songs are played, 
usually counting down to a song that is featured as "number one". This varies from 100 
Forgotten Gems of the Nineties to The Nation's Favourite Love Songs. Similarly 
formatted programmes with fifty or twenty songs were also broadcast. 


The Hits Chart was played at around 12.15 and 17:15 Monday-Friday. The Hits Chart 
was simply a countdown of the biggest songs of the day. 


The Hits had a programme called Every Number One of the Nineties which, as the title 
suggests, played every number one of the nineties back to back. It was played over 
a bank holiday weekend in two parts, the first part on the Sunday and the second part 
on the Monday. Every Number One of the Nineties has been played on 4Music in small 
segments. A similar programme was Every Number One of the Twenty-first Century. 


Early in the morning, there was a programme called "Signed by The Hits". This 
programme's duration was usually 30 minutes. The programme involved a sign 
language interpreter signing to the songs on screen to help deaf people understand the 
music. Due to persistent criticism, the show was removed. 


Replacement with 4Music[edit] 
See also: 4Music 


On 20 February 2008, it was announced that The Hits would be replaced 

by 4Music later in the year, and a trial period broadcast on Sundays under the 4Music 
banner was broadcast on Sunday evenings during the spring.™ In June 2008 it was 
further announced that this replacement was to take place during the V_ 

Festival weekend on 15 August.” The replaced station shows predominantly music 
videos, alongside live performances and Channel 4 programming like Star 

Stories and The Sunday Night Project, in addition to documentaries about artists. 


In the weeks before the launch, 4Music aired teaser trailers for the channel as part of its 
extensive promotion of the rebrand and as part of the promotion one of the three 
stages for 74 On The Beach was named the 4Music stage. 


The Hits ceased broadcasting music videos on Friday 15 August 2008 at 06:00. The last 
video played on The Hits was "Thank You for the Music" by ABBA, before fading in to 
a promo for 4Music. 


Ofcom controversy[edit] 


In November 2007, Ofcom found The Hits had breached broadcast licence for failing to 
retain copies of its programming. Two viewers had complained questioning the 
authenticity of some of the winning entries on text-in quiz programme Win Win TV, 
broadcast overnight on 26 June. 


The broadcaster was unable to provide Ofcom with a review copy of the programme in 
question because of "problems with its logging system". Condition 11 of a Television 
Licensable Content Service licence requires the broadcaster to keep recordings of all 
output for 60 days after transmission, providing Ofcom with any material on request. 


"Failure to supply these recordings is a serious and significant breach of the 
broadcaster’s licence. This will be held on record," the regulator noted.“ 
The Hits Radio[edit] 

Main article: The Hits Radio 


In 2003, companion radio station The Hits Radio was launched. It ceased broadcasting 
on 4 June 2018 with Joe Cooper presenting the breakfast show. 
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This article is about the British television network. For other similarly named channels, 
see QTV (disambiguation). 


Q 


Launched 2 October 2000” 
Closed 3 July 2012 
Owned by Box Television 


(Bauer Group/Channel 4) 


Audience share 0.23% (June 2012, BARB) 


Slogan Q the music 


Replaced by Heat 


Sister channel(s) Channel 4 
Film4 
E4 
More4 
4Music 
The Box 
Kerrang! 
Kiss 
Magic 
Smash Hits! 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 364 


TopTV (South Africa) Channel 503 


Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 338 
Smallworld Cable Channel 361 
UPC Ireland Channel 714 


Q was a UK music channel based on Q Magazine, launched on 2 October 2000. It was 
operated by Box Television, and specialised in indie, rock and alternative. 


It was available in the UK on Sky channel 364 and Virgin Media channel 338. In Ireland, 
it was available on UPC Ireland channel 714 and in Iceland on Siminn.” It is also 
available in South Africa on TopTV channel 503. 


The channel was also called Q The Music (cue the music), which was the channel's 
slogan. 


The channel played a wide variety of music, predominantly bands like Snow 
Patrol, Coldplay, and Stereophonics. 


History[edit] 


Q was launched on 2 October 2000. In common with other EMAP channels, Q was 
originally a jukebox channel, where music video selections made were by the viewers 
using premium rate phone lines; however this element was dropped in 2004. 


On 3 July 2012, Q closed and was replaced with Heat, a celebrity news and music TV 
channel. 


FHM TV[edit] 


For a few years, much of the prime time output of the channel was instead given over 
to FHM TV, broadcasting between 4pm and 6am based on another magazine (also by 
EMAP), which specialised mainly on females in music videos. However in October 2007, 
the FHM TV block on Q was dropped and Q regained its full hours. 
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Channel 4 Radio was a radio brand in the United Kingdom, launched by Channel Four 
Television Corporation in January 2007." On 11 October 2008 its closure was 
announced.! It incorporated Oneword, in which Channel 4 purchased a 51% share in 
2005, although it relinquished this share to co-owner UBS Media in January 2008. 


Listeners were required to register an email address and user name with Channel 4 
Radio and log in to listen. 


See also[edit] 
e 4 Digital Group 
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4 Digital Group 


Type consortium 


Industry Radio 


Founded 2007 


Headquart London, United Kingdom 


ers 
Area United Kingdom 

served 

Key Nathalie Schwarz, Chair; Andy Barnes - 
people Director of Sales, Channel 4; Simon Cole - 


Chief executive, UBC Media; Charlie Cox - 
Company Director, The Carphone 
Warehouse; Dee Ford - Group managing 


director, Emap Radio; Scott Taunton - 
Managing director, UTV Radio 


Website channel4.com/radio/4digital/ 


4 Digital Group was a media consortium in the United Kingdom. In July 2007, the 
group won the licence to operate the second national DAB radio multiplex.“2! The 
consortium, led by Channel 4 Radio, was a combination of existing commercial radio 
operators and brands new to radio. The group aimed to boost the up-take of digital 
radio in the United Kingdom in a similar manner to the growth of digital television since 
the introduction of Freeview. Their strategy for this was the introduction of ten new 
national stations, including speech and music services," and advertising for the format. 


Demise[edit] 


In October 2008 Channel Four Television Corporation announced that it was abandoning 
its plans for digital radio stations.“ Subsequently, the licence was returned to Ofcom. 
Therefore, all details below refer to purely what was planned, and was taken from 
promotional material of the time. None of it actually occurred. 


Planned stations[edit] 


The planned stations were: 


E4 Radio was to be a contemporary music and entertainment service targeted at 15- to 
29-year-olds and delivered in the style of the E4 television channel. The proposed 
content was popular music, entertainment and comedy. The channel would experiment 
with new talent, ideas and music. 


Channel 4 Radio was to be a proposed speech station, including debate, opinion, 
comedy and drama programming, with a considerable news and current affairs output. 
The target audience would be 30- to 54-year-olds. 


Pure4 was a proposed contemporary music station, which would feature speech 
content about their artists and bands. Programming would also include arts, film, books 
and exhibitions. 


Talk Radio was to be a speech station proposed by UTV which would mix news and 
features with talkback programming. Content would be set by the day's news. 


The plan for Bauer Radio's proposed station, Closer, was for a music station targeting 
women aged 30+ with a broad range of contemporary and classic popular hits and 
topical chat on issues such as health, diet, wellbeing, fashion and relationships, using a 
mix of both celebrity and listener real-life experiences. 


Sky News Radio was a proposed 24-hour news station. The proposal was a joint 
venture between Sky, which runs a television news channel, and Chrysalis Radio, which 
owned LBC 97.3 FM and LBC News 1152 AM in London. However LBC's new 

owners Global Radio pulled out of the deal. 


Based on the London station, Sunrise Radio UK was a proposed station feating Asian 
culture, primarily music, including Bollywood, Bhangra and Asian folk music. Speech 


content would focus on news and features tailored to the two million British people with 
Asian backgrounds. 


Operated by CanWest MediaWorks, Original was a proposed contemporary and classic 
popular music station. The station hoped to employ well-known presenters and produce 
specialist evening music shows. 


Radio Disney aimed to be the first national UK radio station broadcasting children's 
programmes full-time. Aimed at 8 to 12-year-olds, the core of the service would be a 
variety of suitable and popular music. 


Other services[edit] 


As well as innovative new radio stations, 4 Digital Group planned to introduce a national 
Podcast Service, providing an opportunity for niche services catering for a diversity of 
passions, interests and communities to reach audiences throughout the UK. 


Downloadable radio podcasts could include: 


e Gaydar (gay and lesbian community) 

e Club Asia (Asian dance music) 

e NME (new music) 

e IMG (sport) 

e Penguin (audio books) 

e The Financial Times (business) 

e The Prince's Trust (youth new music and issues) 
e Media Trust (social action) 

e Colourful (multi-cultural speech) 


Transmission[edit] 


4 Digital Group planned to build and operate a transmission network capable of 
reaching nearly 88% of the adult population on the move (outdoor), nearly 80.5% in 
home (robust indoor), and 45% using handheld receivers. There would be coverage of 
94% of the motorway network in England, Scotland and Wales. 


Marketing[edit] 


4 Digital Group planned to commit £4.5 million to general marketing of digital radio in 
the first three years of the licence period, together with more than £25 million to 
support the launch of the individual new radio stations. 


Group companies[edit] 


The group companies were:21 
Initial shareholders[edit] 


e Channel 4 Radio (55%) 

e Bauer Radio (10%) 

e UTV Radio (GB) Limited (10%) 

e BSkyB (10%) 

e Carphone Warehouse Group plc (10%) 
e UBC Media Group plc (5%) 


Station providers[edit] 


e Channel 4 Radio 


e BSkyB 
e Bauer Radio 
e UTV Radio 


e CanWest MediaWorks 
e The Walt Disney Company 


e Sunrise Radio 


Podcast providers[edit] 


e Club Asia 

e Colourful 

e The Financial Times 
e Gaydar 

e NME 

e Penguin 


e Media Trust 
e The Princes Trust 
e IMG 


Strategic partners[edit] 


e BBC 
e Universal Music Group 
e The Cloud 
e iriver 
e ITIS Holdings 
e BT Movio 
References[edit] 
1. ^ Dowell, Ben (6 July 2007). "Channel 4 wins radio multiplex bid - 
MediaGuardian.co.uk". The Guardian. London. Retrieved 6 July 2007. 
2. ^ "4 DIGITAL GROUP WINS SECOND UK DAB MULTIPLEX LICENCE - Channel 4". Archived 
from the original on 27 September 2007. Retrieved 6 July 2007. 
3. ^ "Ofcom receives two applications for the DAB National Radio multiplex licence - 
Ofcom". Archived from the original on 14 June 2007. Retrieved 13 April 2007. 
4. ^ The Guardian, News, Media, Radio, Tuesday October 14 2008 16.52 BST - 4 Digital 
radio partners in crisis talks 
5. ^ "Channel 4 leading new digital radio bid". Archived from the original on 27 September 
2007. Retrieved 13 April 2007. 
6. ^ "E4 Radio to be first new network". BBC News. 6 July 2007. 
7. ^ Sky News Radio complications, Radio Today, 18 October 2007 Archived 11 June 2009 
at WebCite 
8. ^ "4 Digital Group". Archived from the original on 29 April 2007. Retrieved 13 April 2007. 
9. ^ Channel 4, NGW bid for DAB multiplex, Digital Spy, 29 March 2007 


See also[edit] 


e Channel 4 
e Digital radio in the United Kingdom 
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Formerly Channel Four Films 


FilmFour International 


Type Film production company 
Founded 1982 

Headquarters London, England 
Number of London, Los Angeles 
locations 

Key people Tessa Ross 


Products Motion Pictures 


‘Owner Channel Four Television 


| Corporation 


— J 


Film4 Productions is a British film production company owned by Channel Four 
Television Corporation. The company has been responsible for backing many films 
made in the United Kingdom. The company's first production was Walter, directed 
by Stephen Frears, which was released in 1982. It is especially known for its 
gritty, kitchen sink-style films and period drama. 


Historyledit] 


Prior to 1998, the company was identified as Channel Four Films or FilmFour 
International. Later, the outfit was re-branded as FilmFour, to coincide with the 
launch of a new Digital TV channel of the same name. The company cut its budget and 
staff significantly in 2002, due to mounting losses, and was reintegrated into the drama 
department of Channel 4. The name "Film4 Productions" was introduced in 2006 to tie 
in with the relaunch of the FilmFour broadcast channel as Film4. !statienneedea 


Tessa Ross was head of both Film4 and Channel 4 drama from 2002 to 2014.21 


Selected list of productions[edit] 


This is a list of the most notable productions by Film4. 


e 12 Years a Slave (co-production e Neds (co-production with Scottish 
with Regency Enterprises, River Road Screen, UK Film Council and Wild 
Entertainment and Plan B) Bunch) 

e 127 Hours (co-production e Never Let Me Go (co-production 
with Pathé, Fox Searchlight Pictures, with DNA Films and Fox Searchlight 
Everest Entertainment, Cloud Eight Pictures) 

Films, Darlow Smithson e Night on Earth (co-production with JVC 
Productions and Warner Bros. Pictures) Entertainment, Victor Music 

e 20,000 Days on Earth (co-production Industries, Le Studio Canal 
with British Film Institute) + and Pandora Film) 

e 24 Hour Party People (co-production e Nothing Personal (co-production 
with United Artists, UK Film with Bord Scannán na hEireann/Irish 
Council, Revolution Films and Baby Cow Film Board) 

Productions) e Nowhere Boy (co-production with UK_ 

e 45 Years (co-production with British Film Film Council, Ecosse Films and The 
Institute) Weinstein Company) 

e ‘71 (co-production with British Film e On the Road (co-production 
Institute, Screen Yorkshire, Creative with American Zoetrope, MK2, France 
Scotland and Warp Films) Télévisions, Canal+, Ciné+, France 

e A Complete History of My Sexual 2 Cinéma and Vanguard Films) 
Failures (co-production with Warp X e Once Upon a Time in the Midlands (co- 
Productions, Screen Yorkshire, EM_ production with UK Film Council) 
Media, Madman Entertainment and UK e One Day (co-production with Focus 
Film Council) Features, Random House Films 

e A Field in England and Color Force) 


e A Life Less Ordinary (co-production e Orphans (co-production with Scottish 


with PolyGram Filmed 

Entertainment and 20th Century Fox) ° 
A Most Wanted Man (co-production e 
with FilmNation Entertainment) 

A Month in the Country (co-production e 
with Euston Films) 

A Room with a View (co-production e 
with Merchant Ivory 

Productions and Goldcrest Films) 

A Zed and Two Noughts (co-production e 
with British Film Institute and Artificial 
Eye) 

Amy (co-production with Universal e 
Music, Playmaker Films & Krishwerkz e 
Entertainment) 

American Animals 

American Honey (co-production with e 
Parts & Labor, Pulse Films, ManDown e 
Pictures, British Film Institute, and 

Maven Pictures) 

An Evening with Beverly Luff Linn (co- e 
production with British Film Institute) Š 
And When Did You Last See Your : 
Father? (co-production with UK Film 
Council, EM Media, Tiger Aspect, Bórd 
Scannán na hEireann/Irish Film 

Board and European Development 
Fund) 

Angels & Insects (co-production 

with The Samuel Goldwyn Company) 
Another Year (co-production with Thin 
Man Films) 

Attack the Block (co-production with Big 
Talk Productions, StudioCanal and UK 
Film Council) 

Backbeat (co-production with PolyGram 
Filmed Entertainment) 

Beast (co-production with British Film 
Institute) 

Beautiful Thing 

Been So Long (co-production 

with Netflix and British Film Institute) 
Bent (co-production with Arts Council of e 
England) 

Berberian Sound Studio (co-production 


with Warp X Productions, Screen 
Yorkshire and UK Film Council) e 


Bhaji on the Beach e 
Billy Lynn's Long Halftime Walk (co- 
production with TriStar Pictures) 


Arts Council and Glasgow Film Office) 
P'tang, Yang, Kipperbang 

Paris, Texas (co-production 

with Westdeutscher Rundfunk) 

Peter's Friends (co-production with The 
Samuel Goldwyn Company) 

Peterloo (co-production with British Film 
Institute, Amazon Studios and Thin Man 
Films) 

Prospero's Books (co-production 

with Canal+, Eurimages, VPRO, NHK, Ci 
neplex Odeon Films and Palace Pictures) 


Purely Belter 

Queen of Hearts (co-production 

with Nelson Entertainment, TVS 
Television and Cinecom) 

Raining Stones 

Red Monarch (co-production 

with Goldcrest Films and Enigma 
Productions) 

Riff-Raff 

Rita, Sue and Bob Too 

Room (co-production with Element 
Pictures and No Trace Camping) 
Sammy and Rosie Get Laid (co- 
production with Working Title Films) 
Secrets & Lies (co-production with Ciby 
2000) 

Series 7: The Contenders (co-production 
with USA Films) 

Seven Psychopaths (co-production 
with British Film Institute, HanWay 
Films and CBS Films) 

Sexy Beast (Co-production with 
Kanzaman, Fox Searchlight 

Pictures and Recorded Picture 
Company) 

Shame (co-production with Fox_ 
Searchlight Pictures, UK Film 

Council, See-Saw Films, HanWay 

Films and Momentum Pictures/Alliance 
Films) 

Shaun of the Dead (co-production 

with Big Talk Productions, Working Title 
Films, StudioCanal, Universal 

Pictures and Rogue Pictures) 

She'll Be Wearing Pink Pyjamas 
Shopping (co-production with Kuzui 
Enterprises and PolyGram Filmed 
Entertainment) 


Birthday Girl (co-production 

with Miramax Films, Mirage 
Enterprises and HAL Films) 

Black Sea (co-production with Focus 
Features) 

Blue (co-production with BBC Radio 
3 and Arts Council of Great Britain) 
Brassed Off (co-production 

with Miramax Films and Prominent 
Features) 

Bread and Roses 

Brothers of the Head (co-production 
with Screen East and EM Media) 
Buena Vista Social Club (co-production 
with Road Movies 

Filmproduktion and Arte) 

Buffalo Soldiers (co-production 

with Good Machine and Miramax Films) 
Bunny and the Bull (co-production 
with Warp X Productions, Wild 
Bunch, Optimum Releasing, Screen 
Yorkshire and UK Film Council) 
Career Girls 

Carla's Song (co-production 


with Glasgow Film Office and Televisión 
Espanola) 

Carol (co-production with Number 9 
Films and Killer Films) 

Catch Me Daddy (co-production 

with British Film Institute and Screen 
Yorkshire) 

Charlotte Gray (co-production 

with Ecosse Films and Warner Bros.) 
Christmas Carol: The Movie (co- 
production with UK Film Council) 

Cold War (co-production with British 
Film Institute and MK2) 

Comrades (co-production with now- 
defunct National Film Finance 
Corporation) 

Croupier (co-production 

with Arte and Westdeutscher Rundfunk) 
Cuban Fury (co-production with British 
Film Institute) 

Damage (co-production with Le Studio 


Sightseers (co-production with Big Talk 
Pictures) 

Slow West (co-production with the New_ 
Zealand Film Commission and See-Saw 
Films) 

Slumdog Millionaire (co-production 

with Fox Searchlight Pictures, Warner 
Bros. Pictures, Pathé and Celador Films) 
Starred Up (co-production with Creative 
Scotland, Northern Ireland 

Screen and Sigma Films) 

Stormy Monday (co-production 

with Atlantic Entertainment Group) 
Straightheads (co-production 

with Ingenious Film Partners and UK_ 
Film Council) 

Submarine (co-production with Red_ 
Hour Films and Warp Films) 

Suffragette 

Sunshine (co-production with Alliance 
Atlantis, Eurimages, Telefilm 

Canada, The Movie 

Network, Kinowelt, TV2, ORF and Param 
ount Classics) 

The Acid House 

The Actors (co-production with Miramax 
Films and Bórd Scannán na 
hEireann/Irish Film Board) 

The Baby of Macon (co-production 

with UGC and Canal+) 

The Belly of an Architect (co-production 
with Hemdale Film Corporation) 

The Crying Game (co-production with 
British Screen, Eurotrustees, Nippon 
Film Development and Finance and 
Palace Pictures) 

The Debt Collector 

The Deep Blue Sea (co-production 

with UK Film Council and Artificial Eye) 
The Double (co-production with Alcove 
Entertainment and British Film Institute) 
The Eagle (co-production with Focus 
Features) 

The Emperor's New Clothes 

The Favourite (co-production with Fox_ 


Canal+ and Canal+) 

Dance with a Stranger 

Dancer in the Dark (co-production 
with Canal+, France 3 

Cinéma, Zentropa and Fine Line 


Searchlight Pictures and Element 
Pictures) 


The Festival (co-production 
with Entertainment Film Distributors) 
The Filth and the Fury (co-production 


Features) 

Dancing at Lughnasa (co-production . 
with Sony Pictures Classics, Bórd 
Scannán na hEireann/Irish Film . 
Board, Raidió Teilifís Éireann and Capitol. 
Films) 

Dead Man's Shoes 

Death and the Maiden (co-production 
with Capitol Films, Canal+, TF1 and Fine 
Line Features) e 
Death to Smoochy (co-production with 
Senator Film and Warner Bros.) 


Deep Water 

Dirt Music (co-production s 
with ScreenWest) 

Disobedience (co-production : 


with FilmNation 

Entertainment and Element Pictures) 

Dog Eat Dog (co-production with Tiger ° 
Aspect Productions) ° 
Dogma (produced by View Askew) 
Donkey Punch (co-production with EM_ 
Media, Madman Entertainment, Screen ° 
Yorkshire, UK Film Council and Warp X 
Productions) 

Drowning by Numbers 

East Is East = 
Eat the Rich (co-production with Michael 
White) 

Elizabeth (co-production with PolyGram ° 
Filmed Entertainment, Meridian 

and Working Title Films) 

Enduring Love (co-production 

with Pathé, UK Film 7 
Council and Ingenious Film Partners) 
Ex Machina (co-production 

with Universal Pictures and DNA Films) 
Everybody's Talking About Jamie (co- 
production with New Regency 
Pictures, 20th Century Fox and Warp 
Films) 

Fever Pitch 

Fighting with My Family (co-production 
with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, WWE 
Studios and Seven Bucks Productions) 
For Those in Peril (co-production 

with Warp X Productions) 

Four Lions (co-production with Warp 
Films, Wild Bunch and Optimum 
Releasing) 


with Jersey Films) 

The Future (co-production 

with Medienboard Berlin-Brandenburg) 
The Great Bear 

The House of Mirth (co-production 
with Granada 

Productions, Kinowelt, Arts Council of 
England, Showtime Networks and The 
Scottish Arts Council) 

The Inbetweeners Movie (co-production 
with Bwark Productions, Young 

Films and Entertainment Film 
Distributors) 

The Inbetweeners 2 (co-production 
with Bwark Productions) 

The Iron Lady (co-production 

with Pathé, UK Film Council and The 
Weinstein Company) 

The King 

The Killing of a Sacred Deer (co- 
production with Element Pictures, 
Newsparta Films & A24) 

The Land Girls (co-production 

with PolyGram Filmed 

Entertainment, Gramercy 

Pictures, Intermedia Films and Canal+) 
The Last King of Scotland (co-production 
with DNA Films and Fox Searchlight 
Pictures) 

The League of Gentlemen's 
Apocalypse (co-production 

with Universal Pictures and Tiger 
Aspect) 

The Little Stranger (co-production 

with Pathé, Canal+ and Element 
Pictures) 

The Lobster (co-production with Irish 
Film Board, Eurimages, Netherlands 
Film Fund, British Film 

Institute, Canal+, Ciné+, CNC, Institut 
Francais, Greek Film Centre, Element 
Pictures, Scarlet Films, Faliro House, 
Haut et Court and Lemming Films) 

The Look of Love (co-production 

with StudioCanal UK, Revolution 

Films and Baby Cow Productions) 

The Lovely Bones (co-production 

with DreamWorks 

Pictures and Paramount Pictures) 

The Low Down (co-production with 
British Screen, Oil Factory and Sleeper 


Four Weddings and a Funeral (co- 
production with PolyGram Filmed ° 
Entertainment and Working Title Films) 
Frank 

Franklyn (co-production with Recorded e 


Films) 

The Madness of King George (co- 
production with The Samuel Goldwyn 
Company) 

The Motorcycle Diaries 


Picture Company, HanWay Films and UK e 
Film Council) 
Free Fire (co-production with British Film 


The Navigators (co-production 
with Road Movies 
Filmproduktion, Westdeutscher 


Institute) 


Funny Games (co-production e 
with Warner Independent 
Pictures and Tartan Films) e 


Gabriel and Me (co-production 
with Pathé, Isle of Man Film and UK Film 


Council) e 
Gangster No. 1 (co-production 

with Medienboard Berlin- e 
Brandenburg, Road Movies 
Filmproduktion and BSkyB) e 


Gregory's Two Girls 

Hallam Foe (co-production 

with Ingenious Film Partners, Glasgow. e 
Film Office, Scottish Screen and Sigma 
Films) 

Happy-Go-Lucky (co-production e 
with Ingenious Film 

Partners and Summit Entertainment) 
Hidden City 

High Hopes . 
High-Rise (co-production with Recorded 
Picture Company, HanWay Films and ° 
the British Film Institute) 


Hilary and Jackie 


Holy Smoke! (co-production be 
with Miramax Films) ° 
How I Live Now (co-production 

with British Film Institute, Magnolia . 


Pictures and Passion Pictures) 
How to Lose Friends & Alienate 


People (co-production with UK Film . 
Council) 
How to Talk to Girls at Parties (co- ° 


production with HanWay Films, See-Saw 
Films and Little Punk) 

How to Build a Girl (co-production with e 
Tango Entertainment, British Film 
Institute, Monumental Pictures, 
Protagonist Pictures) ° 
Howards End 


Hunger 


Rundfunk and Arte) 

The Neon Bible (co-production 

with Artificial Eye) 

The Personal History of David 
Copperfield (co-production 

with FilmNation Entertainment) 

The Pillow Book (co-production 

with Canal+) 

The Ploughman's Lunch (co-production 
with Goldcrest Films and Michael White) 
The Pope Must Die (co production 

with Miramax Films, Palace Pictures 
and Michael White) 

The Red Violin (co-production with New 
Line Cinema, Lionsgate, Telefilm 
Canada and CITY-TV) 

The Riot Club (co-production 

with Universal Pictures, British Film 
Institute, HanWay Films and Pinewood 
Pictures) 

The Selfish Giant (co-production 

with British Film Institute) 

The Scouting Book for Boys (co- 
production with Celador Films, Screen 
East and Pathé) 

The Spirit of '45 

The Stone Roses: Made of Stone (co- 
production with Warp Films) 

The Straight Story (co-production 

with StudioCanal and Walt Disney 
Pictures) 

The Supergrass (co-production with The_ 
Comic Strip and Michael White) 

The Woman in the Fifth (co-production 
with UK Film Council, Canal+, Orange 
Cinéma Séries and Artificial Eye) 

The Woodlanders (co-production 

with Pathé Productions and Arts Council 
of England) 

This Is England (co-production with UK_ 
Film Council, Optimum 

Releasing, Screen Yorkshire and Warp 
Films) 


Hush (co-production with Warp 

X, Pathé, Screen Yorkshire, UK Film 
Council and Optimum Releasing) 
Hyde Park on Hudson (co-production 
with Daybreak Pictures and Focus 
Features) 

In Bruges (co-production with Focus 
Features) 

In the Shadow of the Moon (co- 
production with Discovery 

Films and Passion Pictures) 

Invincible (co-production with Fine Line 
Features) 

Jimmy's Hall 

Joe Strummer: The Future Is Unwritten 
Journeyman 

K-PAX (co-production with Universal 
Pictures and Intermedia Films) 

Kill List (co-production with UK Film 
Council, Warp X, Screen Yorkshire and 
Rook Films) 

Ladybird, Ladybird 

Last Night in Soho (co-production 

with Focus Features and Working Title 
Films) 

Late Night Shopping (co-production 
with Scottish Screen and Glasgow Film 
Office) 

Le Week-End 


Lean on Pete (co-production with British 


Film Institute) 

Life (co-production with See-Saw 
Films, Telefilm Canada and Screen 
Australia) 

Life Is Sweet 

London Kills Me (co-production 


with PolyGram Filmed 
Entertainment and Working Title Films) 


Looking for Eric (co-production with Icon E 


Entertainment International and Wild 
Bunch) 

Lucky Break (co-production 

with Paramount Pictures and Miramax 
Films) 

Macbeth (co-production 

with StudioCanal UK, The Weinstein 
Company, See-Saw Films and Creative 
Scotland) 

Martha, Meet Frank, Daniel and 
Laurence 


Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri (co-production with Fox 
Searchlight Pictures and Blueprint 
Pictures) 

To Kill a King (co-production 

with Natural Nylon and HanWay Films) 
Touching the Void (co-production 

with Channel 4, UK Film Council, Darlow 
Smithson Productions and PBS) 


Trainspotting 

Trainspotting 2 (co-production 

with TriStar Pictures, Cloud Eight 

Films and DNA Films) 

Trance (co-production with Pathé, Fox 
Searchlight Pictures and Cloud Eight 
Films and Indian Paintbrush) 

Trespass Against Us (co-production with 
Potboiler Productions) 

Trojan Eddie (co-production with Bórd 
Scannán na hEireann/Irish Film Board) 
True History of the Kelly Gang (co- 
production with Film Victoria and Screen 
Australia) 

Tyrannosaur (co-production with Warp 
X, Inflammable Films, UK Film 

Council, Screen Yorkshire, EM Media, 
and Optimum Releasing (as StudioCanal 
UK)) 

Under the Skin (co-production 

with British Film Institute, FilmNation 
Entertainment, Scottish Screen, Nick 
Wechsler Productions and A24 Films) 
Una (co-production with Bron Studios, 
Jean Doumanian Productions, and 
WestEnd Films) 

Velvet Goldmine (co-production 

with Newmarket Capital Group, Miramax 
Films, Killer Films and Zenith 
Entertainment) 

Venus (co-production with UK Film_ 
Council and Miramax Films) 

Very Annie Mary (co-production 

with Canal+) 

Walking and Talking (co-production 

with Miramax Films, Zenith 

Productions, Pandora Film, Mikado Films 
(France), Electric, TEAM 
Communications Group, PolyGram 
Filmed Entertainment and Good 
Machine) 


e Mary Magdalene (co-production 
with Universal Pictures, Porchlight 
Films, Affirm Films, Columbia 
Pictures and See-Saw Films!) 
e Me and You and Everyone We Know e Welcome to Sarajevo (co-production 


e Mister Lonely (co-production with Miramax Films) 
with Recorded Picture Company) e When the Wind Blows (co-production 
e Mr. Turner (co-production with British with Kings Road Entertainment) 
Film Institute, Focus e Widows (co-production with 20th 
Features International and Thin Man Century Fox, Regency 
Films) Enterprises and See-Saw Films) 


e My Beautiful Laundrette (co-production « Wish You Were Here 
with SAF Productions and Working Title e With or Without You (co-production 


Films) with Miramax Films and Revolution 
e My Name Is Joe Films) 


e Wittgenstein (co-production with 
the British Film Institute) 

e Wuthering Heights (co-production 
with HanWay Films, Ecosse Films, UK 
Film Council, Goldcrest 
Films and Screen Yorkshire) 

e You Were Never Really Here (co- 
production with Why Not_ 
Productions, British Film Institute and 
Page 114) 

e Zastrozzi, A Romance 
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ITV Schools 


Independent Television for Schools 


and Colleges 


Educational 


United Kingdom 


English 


Welsh 


Production 


Variable (1957-1972) 
150 minutes (1972-1993) 


Release 


ITV (1957-1987) 
Channel 4/S4C (1987-1993) 


4:3 


1957 - 
28 June 1993 


ITV Schools (full name: Independent Television for Schools and Colleges) was 
the educational television service set up in 1957 by the Independent Television 
Authority, broadcasting learning programmes for children ages 5 to 18 across ITV- 
affiliated stations. It was an example of public service broadcasting on a commercial 
television network (as opposed to the public BBC and their service BBC Schools). 


ITV moved its schools programming to Channel 4 in autumn 1987 although ITV 
continued to produce programmes and the service continued to use the ITV name for 
another six years. The last ITV Schools programme on Channel 4 aired on Monday 28 
June 1993; Channel 4 continued to produce their own schools programmes for many 
years afterwards. 


History[edit] 
Beginnings[edit] 


The service started with a small audience, limited largely to the London area via its 
weekday franchise-holder Associated-Rediffusion. The service expanded as stations 
were added to the ITV network, and continued for the next 30 years, broadcasting a 
schedule of memorable documentaries, drama and entertainment programmes aimed 
at children between the ages of 5 and 18. These were almost all made by the various 
companies of the ITV network, mainly the largest ones such as Thames 

Television, ATV and Granada Television. 


The Broadcasting Act, 1972[edit] 


Broadcasting hours were for some time regulated by the British Government, however 
there were some exemptions, for example, educational programmes and sports 
coverage. The commercial broadcasters therefore reserved their most commercial 
output for peak viewing hours and used the remainder of their broadcasting hours to 
put out their contractually obligated programming, conveniently enough, at a time 
when children were at school. Networked programmes for schools and colleges were 
mostly made by the "big four" weekday broadcasters Yorkshire, Granada, Thames and 
ATV, and were screened during the late morning and early afternoon, after which the 
network would close down until children's programmes commenced in the afternoon. 


Following changes to the law in early 1972, the schools broadcasts were moved to an 
earlier slot, with effect from Monday 16 October 1972 between the hours of 0930 and 
1200 during term time. This enabled the ITV broadcasters to open up the afternoon 
schedule to sell advertising between programmes; advertising was strictly prohibited 
during schools broadcasts. 


The ITV Schools broadcasts gave teachers access to a broad spectrum of teaching 
resources, such as documentary film with which to illustrate their regular lessons, or 
songs and stories for children to learn and discuss, and could be considered an early 
example of multimedia learning. Activities and booklets based on the programmes were 
available to teachers via the Educational Officers based at the local ITV companies, 
allowing students to develop a relationship with the regular broadcasts. Typically, 
schools were equipped for schools television with a couple of large television receivers, 
sometimes housed inside a wooden cabinet atop a wheeled trolley which could be 
moved between classrooms as required. 


This arrangement lasted until Monday 29 June 1987. 


Presentation|[edit] 


Schools programmes on ITV were generally between ten and twenty minutes in length. 
Unlike peak-time programmes (which were usually scheduled at times rounded up to 
the nearest five minutes), schools programmes were scheduled at very precise times, 
such as 10:03 or 11:32. Some individual regions, such as HTV Wales, sometimes 
showed their own programming instead of the network offerings, but would rejoin the 
network in time for the next scheduled programme, and so it was necessary to devise a 
flexible presentation system which would allow the network to effectively fill the time 
between programmes without resorting to showing a blank screen. Network schools 
presentation was provided by ATV and later, Central Independent Television in 
Birmingham with live announcements made by ATV & Central's staff announcers 
including Mike Prince, Stewart White, Peter Davies and Su Evans. 


Between programmes, interval music was played and a holding slide shown onscreen, 
identifying the service as Independent Television For Schools And Colleges and thus 
differentiating the service from the similar schools TV service run by the BBC, which 
were listed as "For Schools, Colleges" in the Radio Times until BBC Schools broadcasting 
moved to BBC2 in autumn 1983 with a new title of Daytime on Two. This holding slide 
could be shown for anything from a few seconds to a few minutes, depending on the 
length of time required to fill. A different theme for the holding slides was used each 
term, and each week a different slide would be used. 


Exactly one minute before the start of the programme, the slide was replaced by a clock 
showing sixty second-marks, which gradually disappeared until there were none left. 
This gave the teacher one final minute in which to calm the class down before the 
programme began. A suitably timed piece of library music, changed once a term and 
often taken from the Bruton Music library, accompanied the animation. 


The image of the 'schools countdown clock’ has taken on something of a cult status, as 
referenced in programmes such as Look Around You, and produced a memorable image 
fondly remembered by generations of British schoolchildren. Look Around You series 1 
was also a Satire of ITV schools and BBC schools. 


Programming[edit] 


Some examples of programming from the 1957-1993 era: 


e How We Used To Live, a history drama for children made by Yorkshire 

e Good Health, a health education programme made by ATV/Central 

e Starting Science, (later Science Start Here!) a documentary from 
ATV/Central introducing children to the world of science. Incidental music was 
composed by Ron Geesin. 

e The English Programme / The French Programme / The German 
Programme (language tuition from Thames) 

e My World, stories for children of infant school age, made by Yorkshire Television 

e Experiment, Granada's series of filmed biology and chemistry experiments for 
secondary school pupils and parodied in the first series of the BBC comedy 
series Look Around You 

e A Place To Live, geography documentaries from Granada 

e Living And Growing, a sex education from Grampian which was later repeated late 
at night for adults 


e Stop, Look, Listen, made by ATV/Central and introducing children to social 
science. The programmes were narrated by Chris Tarrant. 

e Story World made by Granada 

e Reading with Lenny, designed to introduce literacy to infant school children, made 
by Granada and written and presented by Terry Hall with Lenny the Lion 

e Let's Read with Basil Brush made by Granada. 

e Picture Box made by Granada, later a co-production with Childsplay 

e Talk, Write and Read made by Central 

e Seeing and Doing, made by Thames 

e Basic Maths and, later, VideoMaths made by ATV and later Central 

e Let's Go Maths, a maths programme for infant school children made 
by Granada and presented by Lesley Judd 

e Maths is Fun, the successor to Let's Go Maths, produced by Granada and also 
presented by Lesley Judd 

e Middle English Made By Thames 

e Geography Start Here made by Central 

e Scientific Eye/ Geographical Eye made by Yorkshire 

e Time for a Story Made by Granada and presented by Bill Oddie 

e Place and People Made by Granada 

e ReadAbout English Programme for Junior Pupils made by Yorkshire 

e Time for Maths Maths Programme for Junior Pupils made by Granada Television 

e "World About Us" produced by Charles Warren. Presenter was Gordon Luck 
(Rediffusion) 

e "Preparing a Play" produced by Charles Warren (Rediffusion) 

e "Way with Words" Produced by Charles Warren (Rediffusion) 

e "Looking and Seeing" with Redvers Kyle. First Rediffusion Schools Programme on 
10 May 1957 

e "The Ballard Story" Presented by Alan Nicholson (Rediffusion) 1957 

e "On Leaving School" ITV version of BBC's Going to Work Script Editor Martin Worth 
(Rediffusion) 

e "People Among us" Presented by Fernau Hall (Rediffusion) First Broadcast May 
1957 

e "Junior Geography" Geography Programme for Junior Students, Made by (Thames 
TV) with co-production with Dark Horse 


ITV Schools on Channel Four and S4C[edit] 


After 30 years on ITV, the service moved to Channel 4 and S4C from 14 September 
1987, allowing ITV to concentrate on building a fully commercial daytime schedule. Just 
two pieces of interval music were used after 1987: The Journey for a 3D holding device, 
and Just a Minute which backed a redesigned clock. 


The transmission times were the same, 09:30 - 12:00. At 09:28, the four ITV logos 
glided onto stage, followed by the first minute of The Journey, before gliding off stage. 
The 3D countdown clock spun onto screen at this point. For all other programmes the 
holding device would be faded up, and the music faded in at where it had reached. 
Once the tune had reached the end, the ITV logos glided off stage, and were replaced 
by the clock. Presentation was handled by Channel 4 in London with announcements for 
support material pre-recorded and voiced mainly by Central announcer Ted May in 
Birmingham (a role initially filled by Paul Veysey, another Central announcer). 


In the run up to the move to Channel 4 and S4C, at the end of each schools programme 
on ITV, a trailer was run, warning schools of the change, and also mentioning it was the 
30th anniversary of ITV Schools. It is claimed that in some regions these trailers were 
shown after normal programming as well. 


The very first programme on ITV Schools on 4 and S4C was "Environments", produced 
by Thames Television. On that historic first morning, Channel 4's trade test sequence 
was moved forward. Normally, they switched between test card, Oracle teletext, and 4- 
Tel every 15 minutes. The test card was normally always shown before programmes, 
with music. However, that first morning, it was Oracle teletext that was shown. At 
09:26:57 the pages crashed out i.e. they disappeared suddenly, and a blank screen was 
shown. This remained for a full minute, until at 09:27:57 the screen had the grey 
background, with a 4 logo in the right hand corner on a strip. The sequence with the ITV 
logos, as described above, then commenced. Between September and late November 
1987, the ITV logo on the ITV Schools clock freeze framed before the programme 
started to avoid showing an ITV company's ident. 


When Channel 4 introduced breakfast television in April 1989, it was necessary to 
extend the first interval to five minutes due to the 9:25am finish time of The Channel 4 
Daily. For the first three minutes, Channel 4 would play one of their own interval tracks 
- between April 1989 and the end of 1991 over a still of the 3D clock and throughout 
1992, the ITV "rotomotion" between January 1992 and December 1992. In both cases, 
at 09:27:50 the music and image would be faded out, and then at exactly 09:28 the 3D 
logos glided onto stage. 


On ITV, at the end of schools programmes, the regional ITV announcers would make 
their own closing announcements over a holding slide, before introducing the lunchtime 
programming. On Channel 4, however, at the end of schools programming, the ITV 
logos glided onto stage, with the first 10 seconds of The Journey. This was rapidly faded 
to black, after which the Channel 4 logo appeared and the announcer introduced the 
next programme. 


From Monday 11 January 1993, the holding device was no longer used for the first 
programme, and the introduction cut into 40 seconds of the clock. The holding device 
did appear for all other programmes. This ended on Monday 28 June 1993, signalling the 
end of this particular era and style of schools television broadcast. The very last 
programme on ITV Schools on 4 was "The Technology Programme", at 11:41 am. 


Since September 1993, the strand has been known as Channel 4 Schools (later 
4Learning), and is now Channel 4 Learning. 


The two pieces of music used on Channel 4, the Journey and Just A Minute, were both 
written in 1986 by "James Aldenham", which was a pseudonym for Brian Bennett, 
former drummer with The Shadows, and who has, for many years, written TV themes, 
such as the BBC Golf theme tune. Just a Minute also featured as background music on 
Coronation Street on 22 March 1998. 


Educational programmes for schools continued to be broadcast on Channel 4 until 2009, 
although they were usually moved into commercially unviable timeslots, such as 
overnight, where they could be video-recorded by teachers for later consumption. The 
usual standard Channel 4 presentation devices were employed between programmes. 


Regional variations on ITV Schools on Channel 4[edit] 


Between September 1987 and June 1992, Grampian Television, Scottish Television, 
Border Television, Ulster Television (UTV) and S4C opted out of the main ITV Schools on 


Channel 4 service to show regional ITV Schools programmes such as Swings & 
Roundabouts. 


On S4C, Welsh-language programmes were seen under the S4C Ysgolion banner, and 
used their own holding devices and clock similar to ITV Schools, but used the same 
music as the national holding device. S4C used the traditional ITV Schools holding 
device for English language programmes, but the S4C logo was keyed over the Channel 
4 logo on the aston bar at the bottom of the screen. 


In preparation for Channel 4 being spun off from IBA control, all regional outputs ended 
at the end of the Summer Term in June 1992, with all programmes, such 

as Videomaths and How We Used to Live, fully networked. The only exception was S4C 
in Wales, which continued to opt out some English programmes for its Welsh-language 
programmes; this continued even after ITV Schools was re-branded as Channel 4 
Schools, with S4C adopting S4C Schools for its English programmes, continuing to 

use S4C Ysgolion for its Welsh programmes. 


See also[edit] 


e Look Around You satire in Series 1 of ITV Schools and BBC Schools 


External links[edit] 


e Schools TV remembered 

e The Journey Tune 

e Details of the changes in presentation from the move to Channel 4 
e sub-TV ITV Schools Part 1 

e sub-TV ITV Schools Part 2 
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hideThis article has multiple issues. Please help improve 
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to remove these template messages) 


‘7 Parts of this article (those related to Service Closure) need to 
be updated. (Apri/ 2018) 


A major contributor to this article appears to have 
a close connection with its subject. (December 2009) 


4mations 


Type of Channel 4 project, backed by Aardman 


business Animations and Lupus Films 


Type of site Video hosting service 


Available in English 


Founded 2008 


Headquarte Bristol 


rs 


U.K 


Owner Channel 4 


Key people Adam Gee (Channel 4), New Media 
Commissioner 
Rohini Denton / Paul Deane (Aardman 
Animations), Producer 
Mel Kirk (Aardman 
Animations), Communities Manager 
Camilla Deakin (Lupus Films), CEO & 
Founder 


Rachel Roberts (Lupus Films), Producer 


Alexa rank Not Available(April 2018)™ 


Registratio Optional 
n (required to upload and to comment on 


videos) 


Launched July 4, 2008 


Current sta Unavailable (Website for sale)?! 


tus 


4mations is a website made for people to upload, view and share animated films and 
games. The site was founded in 2008 by the Channel Four Television Corporation, 
sponsored by Aardman Animations and Lupus Films. As the site is targeted to adults, 
risque animations are often featured. 


History[edit] 


Channel 4 commissioned the project, backed by Aardman Animations and Lupus Films 
and it was in development for two years before its launch. The project team then sent 
out a call for submissions to commission some animations and the beta site launched in 
August 2008. The main site launched in September 2008. In November 2008 the site 
was taken down by Channel 4 in order to remove some adult content from the site.“ 


The site relaunched on 1 June 2009 as an animation blog featuring director interviews, 
user-submitted clips and news and reviews from the animation world. 


Features[edit] 
User accounts[edit] 


The free user account includes access to upload animation films and games as well as 
viewing and commenting on other user's content. 


Uploading films and games makes users eligible for a £250 prizefund which is awarded 
monthly for the most viewed content. 


e Profile: Each 4mations user has their own individual profile page which displays 
their username, a description (written by the user), a URL, their videos/games and 
the content that they've marked as favorites. 

e Groups: 4mations allow the creation of user groups between users with something 
in common (for example, fans of an experimental films, a genre of animation, or 
membership of another internet forum). Any user may start a group and invite 
members. Each of the members of the groups can initiate or contribute to a 
discussion. 

e Friends: Users are able to create friends lists with whom they can share animations 
that they upload or find on the site. 

e Messages: The site provides the facility for you to send a direct message to one or 
more 4mations user. Depending on how the users have set their preferences, this 
will then send an email to the user's private email address, prompting them to check 
their 4mations account. 


Tags[edit] 


From launch, 4mations supports user-end tagging or labeling of films and game to 
create a site-wide folksonomy of animated content. Users can browse via tags enabling 
users to play content that has been tagged a certain way. This tagging can be by genre, 
mood, creator, or any other form of user-defined classification. 


Categories[edit] 


Videos can be viewed by selecting the most discussed, the top rated, the most watched, 
featured videos (which are highlighted by the 4mations team) or the newest to be 


uploaded. Alternatively users can determine the category they wish to look at by 
channel or format. 


Games can be viewed by selecting the most discussed, the top rated, most played, 
featured games (which are highlighted by the 4mations team) or the newest to be 
uploaded. Alternatively users can choose a category of game they wish to play. 


Subscription[edit] 


A user can choose to subscribe to either a tag or specific user, which are then displayed 
on the "subscriptions" page. Alternatively, users can choose to receive these 
subscriptions via an RSS feed. 


Similar Services[edit] 


e Atom Films 

e Newgrounds 

e Adult Swim 

e Aniboom 

e Channel Frederator 

e Animation World Network 


e Qoob 

e Weebls-Stuff 

e MyToons 

e Underground Film 
e B3ta 
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Oneword (Defunct) 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Frequency DAB: 11D (Digital One) 


Freeview: 717 


Sky Digital: 0127 


Format Speech 
Owner UBC Media Group 
Website www.oneword.co.uk 


Oneword Radio was a British commercial digital radio station featuring 

books, drama, comedy, children's programming, and discussion. The station was 
available in the UK via digital radio (DAB) and digital television (Freeview DVB-T and Sky 
Digital DVB-S) and was streamed on the internet 24 hours a day worldwide. It was 
launched on 2 May 2000.™ 


Ownership was shared between UBC Media Group and Channel 4 between early 2005 
and December 2007.2! In October 2005, Channel 4 increased its stake to a majority by 
buying 51% of Oneword for £1 million. At 7.30 on weekday mornings, Oneword carried 
the Channel 4 Radio daily news broadcast, The Morning Report, which was produced by 
the Channel 4 news team. 


Virgin Media removed OneWord from their ex-NTL cable channel lineup on 4 October 
2007. Oneword was not on their ex-Telewest lineup at the time. 


In December 2007, Channel 4 decided to withdraw its funding, selling its share back to 
UBC Media Group for £1.24 All programming was replaced by repeats of previous 
output. On 1 January 2008 the remaining staff were dismissed." Oneword ceased 
broadcasting on DAB on Friday 11 January 2008. 


After broadcasting ended, birdsong was broadcast on the channel! until a permanent 
replacement, Amazing Radio, came on air on 1 June 2009.®! It has been claimed that the 
audience for the station was higher while the birdsong was playing than when the 
station was broadcasting normally. 
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ViacomCBS Networks International 
EMEA 


VIaCOM 


Type Cable television 
Industry Television 
Founded 1987 


Headquarters London, United Kingdom 


Area served Europe, Middle East and Africa 
Products Television channel 

Parent ViacomCBS Networks International 
Website www.mtvne.com/ # 


ViacomCBS Networks International EMEA is a subsidiary of ViacomCBS. The unit 
was launched as MTV Networks Europe in 1987. Today, VCIMN EMEA consists of the 
brands ViacomCBS International Media Networks UK, Northern & Eastern Europe™ and 
ViacomCBS International Networks Southern & Western Europe, Middle-East and Africa. 
[21 


ViacomCBS International Media Networks EMEA is based in London and Warsaw, with 
operations in 31 other European countries. 


MTV in Europe[edit] 


On 1 August 1987, Viacom formed a joint venture with BT and Robert Maxwell, and 
created the first MTV channel in Europe. The channel was based in Amsterdam upon 
launch before relocating to London. From 1997, MTV Networks Europe established its 
regionalisation strategy launching localised channels across many European 
countries/regions. 


This is a list of regional MTV channels still operating in Europe, the Middle East, Africa 
and Russia, in order of launch: 


e MTV Germany (March 1997) 

e MTV UK (July 1997) 

e MTV Italy (September 1997) 

e MTV Russia (September 1998) 

e MTV France (June 2000) 

e MTV Poland (July 2000) 

e MTV Netherlands (September 2000) 

e MTV Spain (September 2000) 

e MTV Romania (June 2002; closed February 2019) 
e MTV Portugal (July 2003) 

e MTV Flanders (February 2004) 

e MTV Ireland (February 2004) 

e MTV Denmark (May 2005) 

e MTV Finland, MTV Sweden, MTV Norway (September 2005) 
e MTV Hungary (October 2007) 

e MTV Israel (October 2007) 

e MTV Live HD (September 2008) 

e MTV Switzerland (April 2009) 

e MTV South Africa (2015) 


MTV branding[edit] 


Upon its launch in Europe in the late 1980s, MTV Europe made use of MTV US's on-air 
identity. Overtime, MTV Europe gradually produced its own on-air identity throughout 
the 1990s. From 1997, MTV's regionalization throughout Europe brought about 
specialized on-air identity which reflected the tastes and influences from each region. 
As part of a global rebranding strategy, MTV Networks International decided to produce 
a new on-air identity that would air on all MTV channels around the world (except MTV 
US, MTV Canada and MTV Brazil). On 1 July 2009 all 64 MTV channels globally began to 
share the same on-air branding. This branding made use of a standardised logo, idents 
and promos" (except MTV US, MTV Canada and MTV Brazil). The on-air branding 
initiative was called Pop X1000 reflecting the changing nature of popular culture with 
MTV at the heart of these rapid changes. The branding was designed by MTV's design 
department World Design Studio in Milan (home to both Fininvest and Mediaset), with 
additional designs added by other global departments throughout the year. The 
branding was overseen by Universal Everything. This branding was adopted by MTV 
Networks Europe, MTV Networks Asia, MTV Networks Africa and MTV Networks Latin 
America. As part of MTV's rebrand awareness campaign MTV teamed up with Spanish 
retailer ZARA in December 2009 to provide branded themed T-shirts and hoodies 


representing the "Pop X 1000%" campaign.= On 8 November 2010 MTV launched its 
third phase of idents.4 


In 2010, MTV US rebranded its entire network of channels producing a revised version of 
the traditional MTV logo. It was decided that MTV Networks International channels would 
adopt this logo at a later date. On 1 July 2011 MTV Networks Europe will rebrand its 
network across Europe and globally. MTV's will replace its traditional logo the MTV:Music 
Television logo to be replaced by the current MTV US logo. On 30 June 2011 MTV's 
localized websites throughout Europe began to use the new branding. As part of a new 
strategy MTV Networks Europe will be part of Viacom Media International Networks. It is 
expected that MTV Networks Europe will be rebranded in the winter of 2011. 


In the fall of 2013, Viacom International Media Networks announced it would relaunch 
its MTV channels globally with a new on-air identity. This came into effect on 1 October 
2013. 


On 25 June 2015, MTV International channels were rebranded with a new initiative to 
get more viewers involved with the channel. MTV launched MTVBump.com where 
viewers could upload short video clips which will air on MTV channels worldwide 
(excluding MTV US and MTV Canada). MTV also launched MTV Art Breaks where creative 
viewers can create special MTV idents. MTV would also launch MTV Creative, another 
initiative to coincide with MTV Bump. However, MTV's rebrand still saw falling ratings. 


In early 2018, MTV Global began to roll out 'MTV Mood' identity on-air and online. The 
new look was first used by local MTV channels across Latin America. MTV Europe began 
using the new look at the end of 2017 along with MTV Germany, before rolling out 
across Europe in January/February 2018.24 


Websites[edit] 


Since January 2010, MTV Networks Europe has started to rebrand its localized websites 
featuring a standard website for each region. The website design is similar for each 
region but has information, news and entertainment specific to each region. MTV 
Belgium, MTV Netherlands, MTV Switzerland, MTV Portugal, MTV Sweden and MTV 
Denmark were the first to receive the new look website layout and design. 


A new design and layout were released in late 2017 before rolling out across MTV 
globally in 2018. A new global design was launched in October 2019. 


MTV licensing[edit] 


Viacom International Media Networks Europe main headquarters are located in New 
York, United States, London, United Kingdom and Warsaw, Poland. In the past, most of 
the MTV channels throughout Europe are licensed through the UK broadcasting 
regulator Ofcom. This is not unusual within Europe, many broadcasters may locate their 
productions and output departments in one country but receive their broadcasting 
licence from another European country. For example, MTV Networks Europe in Warsaw 
often produces programming for much of Europe, while MTV Networks Europe in London 
operates the broadcasting and licensing issues for this programming. As of 2010, MTV 
Networks Europe now receive their broadcasting licences from broadcasting authorities 
in the Czech Republic (RRTV). All pan-European channels and channels broadcasting in 
the Czech Republic and Poland are licensed by RRTV.» As of late 2017, VIMN Europe 
has moved licensing from the Czech Republic and Poland to the Netherlands“. 


VIMN local offices[edit] 


VIMN Europe, Middle East, and Africa have multiple offices across these regions 
including London, Stockholm, Copenhagen, Berlin, Amsterdam, Rome, Lisbon, Paris, Ma 
drid, Warsaw, Prague, Johannesburg and Sydney . 


VIMN's European headquarters are at VIMN Europe London HQ. The building at 17-29 
Hawley Crescent, Camden Town, London NW1 8TT, UK, notably sports an exterior living 
wall. The wall spans over 300m? and hosts approximately 18,000 plants on two aspects: 
South and West. The wall provides a micro environment for many species including the 
protected snail species Helix pomatia and occasional migratory birds. 


Structural changes at VIMN[edit] 


e 2009: 


Following a successful launch in the Baltic region MTV (see MTV Baltic) ceased trading in 
the region in 2009 due to the economic downturn across Europe and the wider world.221 


e 2010: 


On 4 November 2010 MTV Networks International offices in Amsterdam confirmed that 
from 1 January 2011 that TMF in the Netherlands broadcasting hours would be reduced 
until 15:00 each day.“ From 4 April 2011 TMF was gradually replaced by Kindernet and 
where the channel was only available online from the former TMF.nl website. On 1 
September 2011 TMF in the Netherlands ceased broadcasting. TMF Nederland was the 
original channel before launching local channels in Belgium, UK and Australia. These 
local channels have been replaced with different channels.“ TMF's digital channels in 
the Netherlands TMF Live and TMF NL also ceased broadcasting. TMF Flanders in 
Belgium currently broadcasts as the only TMF channel. 


e 2011: 


On 16 September 201128 it was confirmed by Viacom International Media Networks its 
operations in the Nordic countries, Benelux region and Germany would operate 

under Viacom International Media Networks Northern Europe. VIMN Northern Europe 
operates from its central offices in Amsterdam, Stockholm and Berlin. Resulting in job 
losses at its offices from MTV Networks Benelux in Belgium and the Netherlands. The re- 
alignment will see all music programming come from its operations in Stockholm. Its 
Swedish offices operate local channels such as MTV and VH1 within VIMN Northern 
European's portfolio of music channels. All kids and family programming operates 
from Berlin these include localized versions of Nickelodeon, Nick Jr. and Kindernet. 
Whilst all the localized Comedy Central channels will be operated from Amsterdam. 
VIMN North European's portfolio includes the following 


ay and Denmark. MTV's Amsterdam offices will remain open and will act as the technical 
play-out hub for the channels. 


e 2012: 


In December 2012, both Viacom International Media Networks 
and ProfMedia announced the closure of MTV Russia. Prof Media who purchased MTV 
Russia from VIMN in 2007, claimed the MTV brand is no-longer relevant in the territory 


and will be replaced by a more youth orientated general entertainment brand called 
'Friday' on 1 June 2013.24 MTV Russia is one of the most widely distributed channels in 
the Russian Federation and was previously rated the most watched channel in the 
territory. Today, the channel has been relegated to the Top 20 channels in Russia. VIMN 
stated its commitment to the region stating its other MTV channels and brands such as 
VH1, Nickelodeon and the newly localized Comedy Central will continue to broadcast 
across Russia on cable and digital television providers.“ It has also been stated in some 
reports that MTV as a brand is in crisis in other Eastern European territories with falling 
ratings for MTV Poland and other local MTV channels in Central Eastern Europe. This is 
an ongoing trend for MTV globally. It was reported in the fall of 201222 that MTV US and 
its other channels had seen a fall in revenue and audience figures. There is competition 
from on-demand music websites, and MTV's transformation from music oriented 
television to youth oriented reality and scripted reality shows has failed to ignite the 
brand. On 31 May 2013 MTV Ukraine ceased broadcasting due to falling ratings. 


e 2013 


On 3 July 2013 Viacom International Media Networks launched a localized version 

of MTV Base in South Africa. MTV South-Africa is an opt-out feed of the same channel 
with selected unique programming targeting South Africa. On 5 July 2013 VIMN 
announced it has purchased 51% of MTV Italy the channel was previously a joint- 
venture largely owned by Telecom Italia Media and VIMN. The ownership conditions 
have changed which means VIMN holds a larger share of the channel. On 12 September 
2013 VIMN Europe announced it has gained 100% ownership of MTV Italia and 
associated channels from Telecom Italia. 2%24 


Following the merger of MTV Networks New Zealand and MTV Networks 

Australia operations into one network based in Sydney in 2010, MTV (Australia & New 
Zealand) and its sister brand Comedy Central (New Zealand only) were placed under 
VIMN's - Viacom International Media Networks UK, Ireland, Australia, Central Eastern 
Europe and International Content Distribution. On 11 October 2013, VIMN's Sydney 
operations announced it would downsize. From year end all broadcasting is to be 
relocated to VIMN in London.22! VIMN's Sydney advertising department and Nickelodeon 
Australia and New Zealand will not be affected by this move. 


e 2014 


From January 2014, MTV Czech Republic & Slovakia will came under full ownership of 
VIMN Europe. Following a decision by the current operator CME to hand back the 
licence to VIMN. The channel was replaced by MTV Europe January 2014, with the 
possibility of the channel relaunching. Similarly, MTV Hungary ceased broadcasting on 
31 December 2013. In early 2014, Czech TV regular (RRTV is the licence holder for MTV 
channels in Eastern Europe) issued MTV Hungary a new licence but this was handed 
back on 8 January 2014.22 On August 1, 2015 in Italy MTV Italia (DTT-free to air station) 
was sold to Sky Italia. In 2013 Viacom took full control of the channel after Telecom 
Italia Media sold its 51% share. At the same time Viacom launched on the platform of 
Sky, the new channel MTV Next. Viacom continues to broadcast in Italy through DTT the 
free-channel MTV Music (Italia) and remains active with Comedy Central, Nickelodeon 
and Nick Jr. through the platform of Sky Italia. MTV Classic Italia and MTV Hits Italia have 
been closed down on 1 August. 


On 17 November 2015 the French versions of MTV Base, MTV Pulse and MTV 
Idol are closed and a French versions of MTV Hits and BET are launched. The 
European version of MTV Hits ceased broadcasting in France, Belgium and Switzerland 


and MTV Rocks ceased broadcasting in Switzerland and CanalSat. 
On Numericable, VH1 and VH1 Classic returns and MTV Dance is launched. 


e 2016 


On 10 January 2016 VIMN shutdown its Greek MTV channel due to a turndown in 
advertising and competition from MAD TV, the channel was replaced by MTV Europe. 
ea VIMN Europe confirmed its closure on January 6, 2016.24 This does not affect the 
Greek Nickelodeon service. 


e 2017-2019: 


In the fall of 2017, VIMN closed plans to close VIVA channels in Hungary, Poland, Ireland 
and the UK.22: VIMN Germany, Austria and Switzerland confirmed it would reduce the 
broadcasting hours of the German-speaking VIVA replacing it with an extended version 
of Comedy Central Germany. By the spring of 2018, VIMN Germany confirmed it would 
close VIVA in Germany, Austria and Switzerland in January 2019, replacing it with a 24 
hour Comedy Central Germany.22! meanwhile in the UK Nickelodeon, Nick Jr Too and 
Nicktoons will go 24/7 in 1st January 2019 the same day as the closure of VIVA. 


MTV Romania shuts down in late February 2019, replaced by MTV Europe. 


Core brands[edit] 

VIMN have many key brands which are available across Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa. Some brands are specific to different territories. 

Pan-European brands: 


e MIV 

e VH1 

e MTV Music (branded as MTV Music 24 in some territories) 
e MTV Dance 


e MTV Hits 

e MTV Rocks 
e MTV Classic 
e MTV Base 

e MTV Live 


e MTV International 

e Comedy Central 

e Comedy Central Extra 
e Nickelodeon 

e Nickjr 

e Nicktoons 

e Paramount Network 

e Spike 

Specific to regions: 


e BET (France, UK, Ireland) 

e Nicktoons (Belgium, Ireland, Netherlands, Poland, UK, Africa, Middle-East) 
e MTV Brand New (Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Switzerland) 

e Channel 5 (UK) 


e Nickelodeon4Teen (France, Belgium, Luxembourg) 
e TeenNick (Italy) 

e = Jj-One (France, Belgium, Luxembourg) 

e Game One (France, Belgium, Luxembourg) 

e Nick Music (Benelux) 


See also[edit] 


e MTV EXIT 
e MTV Staying Alive 
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"Five (TV channel)" redirects here. For other channels of the same and similar name, 
see Channel 5 (disambiguation). 


Channel 5 


Launched 30 March 1997; 22 years ago 
Network Channel 5 
Owned by Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd™ 


(ViacomCBS Networks International 


EMEA) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for the SDTV feed) 


Audience 3.62% 
share 0.31% (+1) 
(June 2019, BARB) 
Country United Kingdom 
Language English 
Formerly Five (2002-11) 
called 
Sister 5Select 
channel(s) elds 
5Star 
5USA 
BET 
CBS Drama 
CBS Justice 
CBS Reality 
Club MTV 


Comedy Central 
Comedy Central Extra 
Horror Channel 
MTV 

MTV Base 

MTV Classic 
MTV Hits 

MTV Live 

MTV Music 

MTV OMG 

MTV Rocks 


Timeshift 


service 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky 


(UK only) 


Astra 2G 


Virgin Media 


Nickelodeon 

Nick Jr. 

Nick Jr. Too 
Nicktoons 
Paramount Network 


VH1 


Channel 5 +1 


channel5.com 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 5 (SD) 
Channel 44 (+1) 
Channel 105 (HD) 


Satellite 


Channel 105 (HD) 
Channel 128 (+1) 


Channel 105 (HD) 
Channel 205 (+1) 
Channel 805 (SD) 


10964 H 22000 5/6 
10964 H 22000 5/6 (+1) 
10964 H 22000 5/6 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 105 (SD) 
Channel 150 (HD) 
Channel 155 (+1) 


UPC Channel 167 (SD) 


Switzerland 
Streaming media 
TvPlayer Watch live 
Sky Go Watch live 
Virgin TV Go Watch live 
Pluto TV Watch live 


Channel 5 is a British free-to-air television network. It was launched in 1997, and was 
the fifth national terrestrial analogue network in the United Kingdom. 


The station was branded as Five between 2002 and 2011, when it was owned by 

the RTL Group. Richard Desmond purchased the station from RTL on 23 July 2010, 
announcing plans to invest more money in programming and return to the name 
Channel 5 with immediate effect, and it was relaunched on 14 February 2011.261451 On 1 
May 2014 the channel was acquired by Viacom for £450 million (US$759 million). 


Channel 5 is a general entertainment channel that shows both internally commissioned 
programmes such as Fifth Gear, Big Brotherand Celebrity Big Brother, The Gadget 
Show, The Hotel Inspector, Can't Pay? We'll Take It Away! and Gibraltar: Britain in the 
Sun and foreign programmes. The station has been very successful with imports from 
the United States in particular, including the CS/ franchise, the NCIS franchise, the first 
three series in the Law & Order franchise, Power Rangers, The Mentalist, Body of 

Proof, Once Upon A Time, Dallas and Under the Dome. “8201211221 |n July 2014, Channel 5 
announced plans to open up its production arm and allow it to create shows for other 
channels, following the new policies of the BBC and ITV Studios." 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of Channel 5 


Pre-launch[edit] 


Channel 5 Broadcasting Limited was licensed by the UK's then independent 
statutory regulator the "Independent Television Commission" (ITC) in 1995 after a 
bidding process that started in 1993 and lasted throughout 1994. The initial round of 
bidders, which included a network of city-TV stations planned by Thames Television and 
the Italian politician and media tycoon Silvio Berlusconi'*"9! (who founded Mediaset, 
which owns Canale 5 and formerly owned La Cinq, which ceased operations in 1992; he 
retired his offer a few months later),™® was rejected outright and the ITC contemplated 
not awarding the licence at all. 


The difficulty with the project lay in use of television broadcast frequencies that had 
been allocated to RF outputs from domestic videocassette recorders. To achieve 


national coverage, large numbers of domestic video recorders (which output at a 
nearby frequency) had to be retuned or fitted with a filter, at the bidding company's 
expense. 


The project was revived in mid-1994 when the ITC re-advertised the franchise. Tom 
McGrath, then-president of Time Warner International Broadcasting, put together a 
revised frequency plan with NTL and consulting engineer Ellis Griffiths, involving less 
retuning and greater signal coverage. Lord Hollick, then chief executive of Meridian 
Broadcasting (later United News & Media, and UBM) took up the project as lead investor 
as UK law prohibited Time Warner from owning more than 25%. Pearson Television, who 
by now owned original licence bidders Thames Television, also came on board. When 
McGrath left to become President of Paramount, Time Warner dropped out of the project 
and was replaced by CLT (known in the UK for Radio Luxembourg). Other bidders for the 
licence included UKTV (led by Canwest and Select TV which bid £36m for the licence, 
New Century Television (owned by BSkyB and Granada who bid £2m) Virgin TV (backed 
by Virgin Communications and Associated Newspapers who bid £22m, the same as 
Channel 5 Broadcasting who won the licence)24 


Wolf Olins and Saatchi & Saatchi were the main companies behind the pre-launch 
advertising campaign: "Give Me 5".48! The channel would be both modern and 
mainstream. A logo (a numeric "5" within a circle) and visual motif (a "candy stripe" bar 
of colours, reminiscent of TV test cards) were used, and an attempt was made to 
establish a collection of Channel 5 faces; through the spring of 1997, billboards of Jack 
Docherty were displayed, along with other unknown characters.22 


A series of pre-launch screens were displayed on the frequencies Channel 5 would begin 
broadcasting on in the months before launch as well, including a trailer for the channel 
and information screens.“% After re-tuning, around 65% of the population's televisions 
could view the channel on launch night. 


The launch[edit] 


The channel's launch on Easter Sunday (30 March) 1997 at 6 pm featured the Spice 
Girls singing a re-written version of Manfred Mann's hit "5-4-3-2-1" as "1-2-3-4-5" 2% 
reu Presenters Tim Vine and Julia Bradbury introduced the nation to the UK's fifth (sixth 
including S4C) terrestrial channel with half-an-hour of previews. 


The rest of the Channel 5 launch night schedule, along with the official viewing figures, 
was as follows:22! 


Time Show Viewers (in 


millions) 
6 pm This is 5! 2.49 
6.30 pm Family Affairs ETAO 


7 pm Two Little Boys 0.68 


8 pm Hospital! er? 


9pm Beyond Fear 1.70 
10:30 p The Jack Docherty 
1.16 
m Show 


MENO The Comedy Store 


m Special pi 
ny P Turnstyle 0.49 
ae a | Live and Dangerous 0.08 
5:30 am This is 5! 0.03 


Overall, an estimated 2,490,000 tuned in to see Britain's fifth free network launch, a 
figure higher than that achieved by launch of Channel 4, fourteen and a half years 
earlier. 


Re-brand as Five (2002)[edit] 


On 16 September 2002, Channel 5 re-branded to Five, in a multimillion-pound project 
directed by Trevor Beattie. The channel's director of marketing at the time, David 
Pullen, said: 


This campaign set out to achieve three key objectives: to clarify the 
channel's creative strategy; to refresh the channel's on-screen identity; 
and to address the gap between the common perceptions of Five and the 
new reality of our programming - stimulating viewers' reappraisal of Five's 
programmes and brand. 


Channel 5 was a name; 'Five' is a brand. 'Five' as a brand reflects the 
evolution the channel is undergoing in programming and in becoming a 
more confident and distinctive viewer proposition. 


On 27 February 2004, it was reported that Five and Channel 4 were discussing a 
possible merger. Channel 4 and Five announced in November of that year that merger 


plans were being called off. Early in 2009, rumours started re-surfacing about Five, 
Channel 4 and ITV conducting a three-way merger.22! 


Pearson Television and CLT later merged, becoming RTL Group who became part 

of Bertelsmann and, control the network, after buying UBM's 35.4% stake for 

£247.6 million on 20 July 2005. The acquisition was approved on 26 August 2005. After 
Holleck became involved, he and McGrath brought on board Greg Dyke (later Director- 
General of the BBC) as interim CEO during the application and launch phase of the 
project. 


On 18 November 2005, it was announced that Five had bought a stake in DTT's pay-TV 
operator, Top Up TV. It was said that the investment may lead to the development of 
new free and pay services on DTT, and other platforms.2 


Following this, Five launched two new digital TV channels in autumn 2006 
on Freeview, Sky and Virgin Media: 


e 5 STAR launched as Five Life on 15 October 2006, providing dramas, films, soap 
operas and popular factual and lifestyle shows. The channel previously aired pre- 
school shows under the Milkshake! banner. It was renamed Fiver in 2008, 5* in 
2011 and eventually its current name in 2016. 

e 5 USA launched as Five US on 16 October 2006, offering drama, films, sport, 
comedy and youth programming from the USA. It was renamed Five USA in 2009 
and 5 USA in 2011. 


Desmond takeover (2011)[edit] 


Five was taken over by Richard Desmond's publishing group Northern & Shell on 23 July 
2010 for £103.5 million.2%24281 Desmond pledged to top up the broadcaster's total 
budget to about £1.5bn over the next five years, including new investment of £50m to 
£100m a year to boost programming and the equivalent of £20m promoting the channel 
and its shows in a marketing campaign in Northern & Shell publications.2 The takeover 
was partly motivated by the opportunities for cross-promotion of Five from Desmond's 
newspapers (Daily Express and Daily Star) and magazines (including OK!). One 
commentator warned that "readers will be bombarded with references to Five. The 
opportunity for cross-promotion between his publications and TV channel are 
enormous. "2% 


Upon completing his takeover of Five on 23 July 2010, Richard Desmond remarked; "I 
prefer Channel 5 to Five, but... we haven't met with the team yet to discuss these sorts 
of details".24 The day after, Desmond's Daily Express newspaper noted that the 
channel's name was to change: "From today the rather vague 'Five' (Five what? Days of 
the week? Fingers?) reverts to the much more informative Channel 5".2% On 11 August 
2010, Desmond confirmed the restoration of the original name used from 1997-2002. 
z1 The restoration was revealed onscreen on 14 February 2011. 


The relaunch also saw investment in a range of new programming with the debut of the 
(now-cancelled) nightly entertainment show OK! TV.22I231 Audience figures for the 
relaunch were boosted with increased viewing figures for the main 5 News bulletins and 
improved figures for OK! TV in the 6.30 p.m. slot over its predecessor Live from Studio 
Five.24 On 18 August 2011, Channel 5 relaunched Big Brother, starting with Celebrity 
Big Brother 8 and followed by Big Brother 12, having bought the rights to air the 
programme following its cancellation by Channel 4 in April 2011. The deal was worth a 
reported £200 million. The show helped the channel's viewing figures and audience 
share to rise slightly year-on-year, from 4.4% to 4.5%, in 2012. It was only achieved by 


Channel 5 and BBC One later in 2012; all other terrestrial broadcasters fell in 
comparison.2# 


In 2013, Ben Frow, the channel's Director of Programming, revealed that the station 
would be moving away from broadcasting just American imports, by introducing shows 
from other countries such as Canada, Ireland and Australia to the schedules. The station 
has since begun screening Australian prison drama Wentworth Prison and Irish gangland 
series Love/Hate.24 


Sale to Viacom (2014)[edit] 


In January 2014, it was reported that Richard Desmond was looking at selling Channel 5 
for up to £700 million.22 Potential buyers included BT, ITV, Viacom and a joint bid 
of BSkyB and Discovery, Inc.®” 


On 1 May 2014, Desmond agreed to sell Channel 5 to Viacom for £450 million 

(US$759 million).© The deal was approved on 10 September 2014 and at the same time 
it was announced that it was to co-commission programmes with its pay channels such 
as Nickelodeon and MTV.“ The channels operate under the Viacom International Media 
Networks European subsidiary. On 1 August 2015, Channel 5's five advertising regions: 
London, South/Central England and Wales, Northern England, Scotland, and Northern 
Ireland were closed with Viacom considering them financially unviable. The closure of 
the advertising regions allowed Channel 5 HD for Sky HD viewers to swap with the 
standard-definition version of Channel 5 on the EPG.“4 


Under Viacom, the channel planned to increase its original programming output, 
increasing its budget by 10%. On 11 February 2016, Channel 5 also unveiled an 
overhauled brand, meant to reflect a new remit of "Spirited TV with an Emotional 
Heart". 42 


In August 2019, Viacom announced its intent to re-merge with CBS Corporation, forming 
ViacomCBS and making Channel 5 a sister to CBS in the United States and Network 
10 in Australia. “3 


Broadcasting and reception[edit] 


The British frequency plan had only allowed for four channels to be transmitted over the 
whole of the UK using analogue terrestrial transmitters, but the ITC identified 

that UHF channels 35 and 37 could provide coverage of around 70% of the UK 
population. These channels were used by many domestic video recorders for RF 
connection to television sets. Before the channel could launch, the broadcaster had to 
provide over-the-phone instructions or visit any home that complained to either retune 
the video recorder or fit a filter to completely block the Channel 5 signal. 


For many transmitters, channels 35 and 37 were ‘out of group', which meant that the 
roof-top receiving aerials were not designed to cover Channel 5's broadcast channels. 
Many people either could not receive the channel at all, or required a new aerial. The 
broadcaster has added to the transmitters to improve the analogue terrestrial coverage 
since that time. From 23 April 1997, the channel was also provided on the 

analogue Astra satellite service, which enabled people outside the terrestrial reception 
areas to receive it via a dish™!. 


Unlike the other four analogue British television channels, the channel could not be 
received via analogue terrestrial broadcasts in many areas, including some parts of the 
south coast of England where the signal would otherwise interfere with signals from 
television stations in France; many areas of North East England, especially around the 


major Tyne & Wear conurbation; many areas in Scotland; most of Wales, most of 
Northern Ireland and parts of Cumbria. The channel is available on all digital platforms 
(Freesat, Sky satellite, IPTV and Freeview digital terrestrial, and also most cable 
operators). On 5 November 2008, the channel launched on digital satellite service 
Freesat, on the Astra 28.2°E satellites.“ 


The channel was the first analogue network in the UK to use a permanent digital on- 
screen graphic, though this was removed in September 2002 - however, the children's 
programming strands kept the DOG. In October 2007, the channel's logo returned to the 
screen. 


Channel 5 is available in Switzerland on Swisscom TV and Cablecom. 


In the Republic of Ireland, unlike the other UK terrestrial channels, Channel 5 is not 
available on cable or MMDS, the first such service not to be available there. Its 
terrestrial signal can be received in areas bordering Northern Ireland, or coastal areas 
close to Wales, and since going free-to-air on 5 November 2008 to join Freesat, it is now 
available in Republic of Ireland with a digital satellite receiver, but it is not available on 
the Sky EPG, along with ITV channels. 


On 30 September 2009, the channel temporarily ceased broadcasting on Freeview from 
around 9:30 am until midday. This was due to changes to the Freeview platform, which 
meant moving Channel 5 from a commercial multiplex to a public service 

broadcasting multiplex to increase the coverage of the channel from around 70% to 
99% across the country on relay transmitters which only carried the three PSB 
multiplexes but did not carry the three commercial multiplexes. 


On 20 September 2019 it was announced that Channel 5 had joined BritBox, a digital 
video subscription service created by the BBC and ITV.“# 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 


Current[edit] 
Channel 5 HD[edit] 


Channel 5 HD is a high-definition simulcast of Channel 5. The channel launched 

on Sky channel 171 and Virgin Media channel 150 on 13 July 2010.48 In Summer 2015, 
Channel 5 and Channel 5 HD switched places, with Channel 5 HD now being located in 
Channel 5's original space of channel 105. 


Upon the launch, only the Australian soaps Neighbours and Home and Away were 
shown in HD, with the letters HD placed in the top right hand corner of the screen. 


Channel 5 HD was due to launch on Freeview during 2010 but was unable to reach 'key 
criteria’ to keep its slot.“ In 2011 Channel 5 HD was the sole applicant for a fifth high- 
definition channel slot on Freeview, with the aim of launching in spring or early 
summer 2012.2 On 15 December 2011, Channel 5 dropped its bid to take the fifth slot 
after being unable to resolve "issues of commercial importance".& Channel 5 said it 
"remains committed" to having a HD channel on Freeview in the future.&2 


In October 2013, Channel 5 HD became a subscription channel on the Sky satellite 
platform. Previously, it was available as a free-to-view channel, but is now only available 
to Sky 'Family Bundle' customers or those with the HD pack. 


On 27 April 2016 Channel 5 HD test transmissions started on Freeview Mux. BBCB 
(CH105). 


On 4 May 2016, Channel 5 HD became free-to-air, coinciding with its launch 
on Freeview and Freesat. 


Channel 5 +1[edit] 


Channel 5 +1 was launched on Freesat, Freeview and Sky on 6 December 2011.53 The 
channel was also expected to be made available via Virgin Media during 2012, 

54 eventually launching on 25 October 2012. As with other similar '+1' services, Channel 
5 +1 rebroadcasts Channel 5's entire programming output on a one-hour time-delay, 
though the 'Supercasino' commercial gaming block is blacked out on the timeshift. The 
launch of Channel 5 +1 meant all three of the UK's commercial PSB services - 
ITV/STV/UTV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 - now have one-hour timeshifts. 


Former[edit] 
My5[edit] 


My5 was a channel based on the most popular TV shows that are broadcast across all of 
the Channel 5 network. It was originally launched as Channel 5 +24, a 24-hour timeshift 
of the main Channel 5 schedule. The channel was launched on 4 February 2014 and was 
available on Freeview, Freesat, Sky and Virgin Media.=! The channel replaced 5* +1 on 
Freesat, Sky and Virgin Media. The channel was originally announced as 5 Later, but 
changed shortly before launch. 5* +1 returned on Freesat channel 132 on 16 
September 2014, and launched on Sky on 4 November 2014, replacing BET +1 there. 


Until 1 February 2016 two versions of Channel 5 +24 were broadcast: evening 
primetime content was the same on both, but the version carried to Freeview had 
continuous teleshopping presentations outside the primetime block, whilst the version 
carried to satellite and cable viewers interspersed teleshopping 'windows' with a three- 
hour programming block, broadcast at 10 am, 4 pm and 3 am daily, comprising replays 
of the previous day's Channel 5 Neighbours and Home & Away episodes and the 
matinée movie shown on Channel 5 the previous afternoon - this was to get around 
restrictions that platform operators place on the amount of continuous teleshopping 
that can be broadcast on entertainment-category channels. 


On 10 August 2016 Channel 5 +24 was renamed My5. The channel was no longer a 24- 
hour timeshift of the Channel 5 schedule but showed a selection of programmes from 
across the network of channels, similar to 4seven. The renaming brought it in line with 
Channel 5's online on demand service, also called My5. On 17 December 2017, it was 
announced that My5 would be replaced by a new channel, 5Prime,= with the channel 
showing critically acclaimed premium content and new commissions such as The Secret 
Life of Owls and The Yorkshire Vet Casebook. However, on 3 January 2018 it was 
confirmed that the launch would not go ahead until at least early spring, with the 
broadcaster rethinking the new channel's strategy, look and potentially changing the 
name. The new channel was launched as 5Select on 13 February 2018, with 

the My5 brand being used for an on-demand service that, by 2019, also included 
programming from Pluto TV, Together and Spark =% 


Branding[edit] 
1997-2002[edit] 


/#e¢ 


— —— a 


One of the idents featured in the original Channel 5 branding. This image is an excerpt of Variant 
| of a set of idents that debuted with Channel 5's launch. 


The original Channel 5 logo was a numeric "5" within a circle, sometimes accompanied 
by "candy stripes" of five colours (an idea based around the colour bars used by vision 
engineers to monitor picture output). Between 1997 and 2002, Channel 5 was the only 
UK terrestrial channel to display a digital on-screen graphic (DOG) in the top left-hand 
corner. On some programmes in the channel's early years, commercial breaks were 
introduced by an "end of part one" sign emerging horizontally from the DOG; when the 
programme returns after the break, this would become a "part two" sign, which then 
disappears back into the DOG. 


On 14 April 1997, Teletext reported that 70% of viewers who took part in a poll were in 
favour of removing the DOG. Channel 5 refused to remove it though they did state since 
launch, the DOG had been toned down. Channel 5 explained their reasons for keeping 
the DOG on screen, in an interview on 30 March 1997, they explained that:% 


Five's candy stripes are intended to join the Nike tick, the Levi's tab and 
the three Adidas stripes as signifiers of belonging... 


Brand identity is the new holy grail of marketing... Product recognition is 
the winning move in the new consumer system. Five is being sold like a 
car or a running shoe. Not surprisingly it will be the first of our terrestrial 
channels to wear its own label on the outside... "Consumers are very 
brand-conscious these days..." "...and we are definitely describing 
ourselves as a very modern channel. It would be curious to launch an old- 
fashioned channel without an image in the era of Next, Levi's and Nike. 


In 1999, Channel 5 launched its new 'canopy' idents, making the candy stripe more 
frequently used in idents and graphics. That also changed in 2000, when the last ident 
set came in 2002, marking a break from the 'Channel 5' branding. The latter was 
revived in 2011. 


2002-2008 [edit] 


In 2002, Channel 5 took the decision to drop the word 'Channel' from its name and refer 
to the channel as ‘five’. A new look launched on 16 September 2002. The informal name 


"Five" was used in early continuity announcements and idents containing a lower case 
‘five' had been used on the channel from the launch. 


On 23 January 2006 a new set of idents was launched, based on four letter words such 
as Hope, Fast and Love. The idents at first did not feature the logo, but the idents 
were revised on 2 January 2007 to include the word Five again. 


2008-2011 [edit] 


On 6 October 2008 at 9 pm, Five aired a new look, replacing the lower-case "five" logo 
with an upper-case "FIVE". The rebrand was conducted by DixonBaxi, and according to 
them, the new look was "more vocal, expressive and creative." 


The look was refreshed in July 2009, making the logo notably larger. As part of the 
refresh, special idents were made for popular shows such as The Mentalist, Paul Merton 
in Europe, CSI: Crime Scene Investigation, The Gadget Show and FlashForward. 


2011-2016[edit] 


After the takeover by Richard Desmond's Northern & Shell, major changes and 
considerable financial investment were promised by the new owners, alongside a return 
to the 'Channel 5' moniker. 


In October 2010, Desmond revealed the station's new look and confirmed its official on- 
screen identity as "Channel 5" during a press launch.“ Desmond promoted these 
changes in his tabloid newspapers, the Daily Express and Daily Star! There is also 
cross-promotion between Northern & Shell's newspaper and magazine titles with their 
websites promoted on the Channel 5 website. In 2010, afternoon movies on Channel 5 
were sponsored by the Daily Express. 


The new logo for Channel 5 replaced the "FIVE" logo on 14 February 2011.2 The logo is 
a "5" ina red circle; the extended version of the logo has the word "CHANNEL" in upper 
case font to its left. The launch DOG revived the "5" motif, originally as a transparent '5' 
cutout in a bright grey circle. From 18 February 2011, the DOG was modified to a white 
semi-transparent '5' on a faint grey circle. The DOG was later returned to the 
transparent '5' cutout in a bright grey circle. On 5 March 2013, the DOG was moved into 
the 16:9 safe area, along with the rest of their channels. 


A range of new idents for Channel 5 were launched in February 2011 incorporating the 
"5" motif featuring live action and CGI elements. They echo the predominantly red 
colour scheme of the channel's new corporate image, each based in a spacious studio 
with a large screen as the backdrop for the action. "Drums" features a drummer against 
a backdrop of animated shapes with the "5" appearing on a screen behind. In 
"Equaliser", a "5" contained in a cube emerges from a graphic equaliser display. 
"Imagination" features a battle between a toy dinosaur and robot figure with the "5" 
logo imposed in neon lights (outlined). "VIP" features a model walking on a red carpet 
formed from the big screen with the logo formed out of the camera flashes. "Car Chase" 
features a police car chasing another car which eventually crash 'through' the big 
screen with the logo being on the side of the police car. A generic ident with the 
Channel 5 logo pulsating on the studio screen was introduced in April 2012."4 Several 
special idents have also been used for The Hotel Inspector, The Walking 

Dead, Impossible?, Big Brother, The Bachelor, Europa League, The Mentalist, Tamara 
Ecclestone: Billion $$ Girl, It's All About Amy, How to Take Stunning Pictures, and The 
Gadget Show: World Tour also based around the same theme of the studio and screen. 
iss} Programme preview cards feature the font "Gotham" in upper case. Break bumpers 


featured the "5" logo in the left-hand corner of the screen with a pattern of circles 
radiating out from the logo in an alternating red and black colour scheme. 


This logo was retired from use on 10 February 2016; a virtually identical logo would 
later be used by ABC affiliate WEWS-TV beginning in September of that year, albeit in a 
blue colour. 


2016-present[edit] 


On 11 February 2016, Channel 5 launched a new logo across all of its properties—a 
segmented 5 which can be rendered with various designs and animations, alongside a 
new series of "cinematic" idents, and break bumpers with text messages on them. The 
new branding was meant to signify a more upmarket and "creative" positioning for the 
broadcaster; vice-president of marketing Jo Bacon explained that "Our core proposition 
is Spirited TV, with emotional heart, reflecting the diverse, lively, colourful and creative 
content that has been the driving force behind our new strategic approach." Critics 
noted similarities between 5's new logo and that of competing network Channel 4. 
However, Bacon contrasted Channel 4, explaining that "our content allows millions of 
normal people access to diverse entertainment with no fuss. We are a playful challenger 
brand and can appeal to all audiences. The rebrand is a big opportunity to really 
redefine the DNA of the Channel 5 brand and how it is perceived." 5Star and 5USA also 
adopted the new logo, while the catch-up service Demand 5 was renamed My5, mus% 


Audience share[edit] 


Below are the official audience shares in percent for Channel 5 since its launch in 1997. 
Data provided by BARB.“ The channel consistently is the fifth most watched network in 
country, usually being beaten by main rivals BBC One, BBC Two, ITV and Channel 4. 


Audience share rose consistently for the first seven years of broadcast, reaching a peak 
of 6.6% in 2004. Two years later the audience share had dropped to under 5.0%. In 
2012, the audience share rose to 4.5%, the first yearly rise for the channel in audience 
share since 2009. In July 2013, Channel 5 overtook Channel 4 when taking into account 
consolidated shares, for the first time. As of September 2013, the channel averages 
4.0% of the total audience share. 
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Programming[edit] 


Main article: Channel 5 (UK) programming 


Channel 5, like all the public service broadcasters, broadcasts a wide variety of 
programmes. The channel mainly broadcasts entertainment programmes, such as 
reality television, game shows and imported American dramas. The channel broadcasts 
some sports events not covered by other broadcasters, but is notable for having been 
for several years the only terrestrial channel to show cricket, in the shape of highlights 
of England's summer test matches and one-day games. It also broadcasts its own news 
service, 5 News, which is produced by ITN (but was produced between 2005 and 2012 
by Sky News).2# The channel frequently sticks to a regular schedule, which includes the 
programme Home and Away at 6 pm followed by 5 News at 6:30 pm. 


Flagship programmes for the channel include the morning chat show Jeremy 

Vine (which replaced The Wright Stuff in September 2018), programmes from 3 top US 
Crime drama franchises (CS/, Law & Order and NCIS) and afternoon Australian soap 
operas Neighbours (at 1:45 pm) and Home and Away (at 1:15 pm) each weekday. 


Children's programmes begin at 6 am each day with Milkshake! showing: Thomas and 
Friends, Peppa Pig, PAW Patrol, Fireman Sam, Bob the Builder, Ben and Holly's Little 
Kingdom, Shimmer and Shine, Nella the Princess Knight, Little Princess, The Mr. Men 
Show, Make Way for Noddy, Fifi and the Flowertots, Roary the Racing Car, Bananas in 
Pyjamas, Roobarb, and many more.” 


In October 2014 Channel 5 announced it had acquired the broadcast rights 
to NCIS and CSI spin-offs, NCIS: New Orleans and CSI: Cyber. 


Most watched programmes[edit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched broadcasts on Channel 5 up to 14 
February 2016, based on Live +7 data supplied by BARB. 


Ran Programme UK Date 


viewers 


(millions) 
1 Euro 2000 Qualifier: Poland v 5.63 8 September 
England l 1999 
5 World Cup Qualifier: Albania v 
England 5.59 28 March 2001 
3 Independence Day 5.41 7 September 
1999 
4 Celebrity Big Brother BOT 18 August 2011 
5 The X-Files 5.10 8 February 2016 
6 The Rock 5.05 8 February 2000 
7 Terminator 3: Rise of the 14 November 
Machines 4.95 2004 
8 Miracle on 34th Street 4.85 7 December 
2003 
9 UEFA Cup 2002/3: Celtic v 
10 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation 4.60 17 March 2009 


5 Text[edit] 


From 1997 to 2011 Channel 5 operated its own analogue teletext service providing a 
basic range of programme listings, film summaries and programme previews of Channel 
5 content. The service was provided by Sky Text for several years and later provided by 
BigStream Interactive in Surrey, UK. The service was withdrawn due to the digital 
switchover and shift to internet and social media. 


On-air identity[edit] 


The original Channel 5 logo used from 30 March 1997 to 16 September 2002. 


ive 


The first worded logo used from 16 September 2002 to 6 October 2008. 


The second and final worded logo used from 6 October 2008 to 14 February 2011. 


The fourth Channel 5 logo used from 14 February 2011 to 11 February 2016. 


b 


The current Channel 5 logo used since 11 February 2016. 


See also[edit] 


List of television stations in the United Kingdom 


e My5 
Notes[edit] 


1. ^ As of February 2014. 
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This is a timeline of the history of Channel 5. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1987 
o Two separate government studies identify spare frequency space on 
the UHF band, prompting political debate about the viability of a fifth UK 
terrestrial TV channel. 
e 1988 
o A government white paper on broadcasting includes provisions for a fifth 
channel after Booz Allen Consultants recommends it as an option. Booz Allen 
claims the extra channel would reduce the current ITV monopoly and also reduce 
advertising costs.™ 
e 1989 
o March - The Independent Broadcasting Authority recommends that the 
headquarters of a fifth channel should be situated outside London, preferably at 
a location north of Birmingham. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o The terms of a license for a fifth channel are set out in the Broadcasting Act 
1990. It would need to be a general entertainment channel with a remit for some 
public service broadcasting. Additionally, it is estimated that the channel's 
coverage would reach only 74% of the UK, and a video retuning operation would 
need to be undertaken.” 


e 1991 
o No events. 
e 1992 


o 14 April - The Independent Television Commission (ITC) issues an invitation to 
apply for the Channel 5 licence. 

o 3 July - Columbia TriStar and Canwest, two backers of the four strong Channel 5 
Holdings Ltd consortium, withdraw their support for the project, leaving Thames 
Television and Canadian businessman Moses Znaimer to take the project 
forward. As Channel 5 Holdings are the only current bidders for the Channel 5 
licence there are concerns for the future of the process ahead of the deadline, 
but Channel 5 Holdings says it intends to put forward its bid as planned.” 

o 7 July - Date of the initial deadline for applications to run the Channel 5 service. 
u One application to run the channel is submitted by Channel 5 Holdings Ltd.2 

o December - The ITC rejects the Channel 5 Holdings Ltd bid amid concerns about 
its business plan and investor commitment. 

e 1993 


o The initial round of bidders includes a plan for a network of city-TV stations 
from Thames Television. The ITC does not award the licence to any of the 
applicants and contemplates not awarding the licence at all. 

o July - The ITC publishes the findings of a technical review. 

o October - More than 70 parties have responded to the publication of the 
technical review, including some expressing interest in running Channel 5 should 
the licence be readvertised.2 

1994 

o February - The ITC decides to readvertise the Channel 5 broadcasting licence, 
but must first seek confirmation that the frequeencies it planned to allocate to 
the channel are still available. 

o 14 July - Stephen Dorrell, the Secretary of State for Heritage announces that 
Channel 35, one of the two frequencies planned for use by a fifth channel, will 
not be available. The ITC expresses concern over this, but still views Channel 5 
as a viable option since 60% of the UK will still be covered by the remaining 
frequency. 

o 15 September - The ITC announces its decision to readvertise the Channel 5 
licence. 

o 1 November - A second attempt to licence the fifth terrestrial channel begins 
and several companies apply.24! 

1995 

o 2 May - Closing date for applications to run Channel 5. Four bids are received, 
from New Century TV Ltd (British Sky Broadcasting, Goldman Sachs, Granada 
Group, Hoare Govett, Kinnevik, Polygram, Really Useful Group and TCI 
International) who bid £2,000,000; Virgin TV Ltd with a bid of £22,002,000; UKTV 
(CanWest Global Communications Corp., Scandinavian Broadcast System SA, 
SelectTV Plc, The Ten Group Ltd) who bid £36,261,158 and Channel 5 
Broadcasting Ltd (MAI (now United News and Media Plc), CLT/UFA, Pearson Plc, 
Warburg Pincus & Co) with a bid of £22,002,000.2 

o 20 October - Channel 5 Broadcasting Limited is awarded the licence.“ It is 
a consortium of four investors — Pearson, United News and Media, CLT- 

Ufa and Warburg Pincus.” 

o 22 November - After Virgin TV challenges the ITC's decision to award the licence 
to run the UK's fifth television channel to Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd, the High 
Court grants leave for a judicial review into the decision. 

1996 

o 26 January - The findings of the judicial review of the ITC's licence awarding 
process are published. The review finds that there was no illegality or unfairness 
in the awarding of the licence to Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd.” 

o 18 April - The ITC confirms the awarding of the Channel 5 licence to Channel 5 
Broadcasting Ltd, setting out its broadcasting remit. 50% of programming must 
be original, while there are quotas for the amount of public service programming 
that must be aired. 

o August - David Elstain of BSkyB is appointed Chief Executive of Channel 5.2 

o Channel 5 retunes the UK's video recorders to avoid interference with video 
recorders which use the same frequencies as those allocated to Channel 5. 

o Engineering transmission tests are carried out at some sites. 

1997 

o 2 January - Test transmissions begin for Channel 5 in some areas. Details of 


these are made available on Ceefax page 698 for a few weeks. 


o 31 January - Details of Channel 5's schedule are leaked to Broadcast magazine. 
A spokeswoman for the channel confirms the schedule is largely accurate but 
that the amount of imported content has been distorted; Channel 5's schedule 
will be made up of 70% UK-produced content.™ 
o 12 February - Channel 5 releases details of its programme scheduling. It will 
introduce the concept of stripping and stranding to British television, stripping 
being where a programme is shown at the same time each day, and stranding 
being where similar programmes are shown at the same time each day.22 A full 
schedule is published on 18 February."4 
o 30 March - 
= Channel 5 launches at 6 pm with the Spice Girls singing a re-written version 
of Manfred Mann's hit "5-4-3-2-1" as "1-2-3-4-5".241 Around 65% of the UK is 
able to receive the channel. 

= Channel 5's soap opera Family Affairs debuts. 

= Late night talk show The Jack Docherty Show debuts. 

o 31 March- 

= MLB on Five makes its debut as part of the channel's overnight coverage of 
American sport. 

= Pre-school brand Milkshake! launches as a breakfast television block. 

= The first edition of 5 News is broadcast with Kirsty Young perching on the 
edge of a desk in a bid to present the news in a more informal way. The 
channel also provides hourly news updates on weekdays on the hour, every 
hour. 

= The first episode of 100% is broadcast. 

o 31 May - Even though Channel 5 had said that it hadn't been intending to show 
live sport at peaktime, it buys the rights to one of England's qualifying matches 
for the 1998 World Cup - an away match against Poland. 

o Summer - Channel 5 launches on the Astra satellite in a bid to reach the third of 
UK homes which cannot receive the channel. 

o Autumn - Football on 5, which becomes a regular fixture as the channel 
purchases rights to UEFA Cup games and other away qualifying matches 
involving the home nations, showing the latter for the next decade. 

e 1998 

o 15 November - The launch of OnDigital allows the channel to be broadcast 

across the UK via digital terrestrial television. 
e 1999 

o 23 June - Channel 5 axes late night talk show The Jack Docherty Show. The 
programme had been struggling in recent times with fewer programmes 
broadcast each week due to low viewing figures. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 
o May - The licence to run Channel 5's teletext service is awarded to Teletext Ltd, 
and is valid for ten years from 1 July 2002.4 
o 11 September - Channel 5 launches a morning topical talk show called The 
Wright Stuff. 
e 2001 
o 16 July - Channel 5 starts showing Australian soap opera Home and Away! after 
scquiring the rights from ITV the previous year.24 


o 19 December - BSkyB has signed a deal with Channel 5 that will allow its 
breakfast show, Sky News Sunrise to be shown on the channel from 6.00am to 
6.30am on weekdays, and 7.00am to 8.00am at weekends. The programme will 
appear on Channel 5 from 7 January 2002, and will be the first time Sky 
News content has been seen on terrestrial television for a decade.@5 

o 24 December - The final episode of 100% is broadcast. 

2002 

o 5 August - The first episode of BrainTeaser is broadcast. 

o 16 September - Channel 5 is rebranded as Five and the permanent digital on- 
screen graphic is removed. 

2003 

o Weekday afternoon lifestyle chat show Open House with Gloria Hunniford is axed 
as part of a revamp of the daytime schedule.22 

2004 

o 27 February - Reports emerge of discussions between Channel 4 and Five aimed 
at a merger between the two channels.24 

o 17 November - It is reported that merger talks between Channel 4 and Five have 
been called off after complexities arose between the public broadcaster Channel 
4 and its commercial counterpart.2#! 

2005 

o 1 January - Sky News takes over the contract to provide Channel 5's news 
service from ITN. The first scheduled Sky produced news programme had been 
due to air on 3 January, but two shorter bulletins for 1 and 2 January were hastily 
added to provide updates following the Indian Ocean tsunami on Boxing Day 
2004.09 

o 18 November - It is announced that Five had bought a stake in DTT's pay-TV 
operator, Top Up TV. It is said that the investment may lead to the development 
of new free and pay services on DTT, and other platforms.22 

o 30 December - The final edition of soap opera Family Affairs is broadcast. The 
series ends after 2,285 episodes.2! 

2006 

o May - Channel 5 becomes the terrestrial home of highlights of England cricket's 
home matches.22 It had been the only bidder for the rights. 

o 15 October- 5 Life launches. 

o 16 October- 5 US launches. 

2007 

o 7 March - The final episode of BrainTeaser is broadcast. 

o 28 August - A time shift of 5 US launches on Sky.22! 


2008 

o 11 February - Channel 5 becomes the UK home of Australian soap 
opera Neighbours.” 

o 28 April - 5 Life is renamed Fiver. 

o November - MLB on Five comes to an end as part of cost-cutting measures which 
sees the end of the channel broadcasting live overnight coverage of American 
sport. 

2009 

o 16 February - 5 US is rebranded Five USA. 

o September - Channel 5 becomes the lead broadcaster of the UEFA Europa 
League meaning it canshow the entire tournament, including the final. Previously 


it had only been able to show the early rounds due to the BBC or ITV having the 
rights from the quarter-finals onwards. 

o 14 September - Entertainment news and chat show Live from Studio 
Five debuts. 


2010s/[edit] 


e 2010 
o 13 July - Channel 5's HD services launches on Sky and Virgin Media.251251 
o 23 July - Northern & Shell purchases Channel 5 for £103.5 million.24 

e 2011 

o 4 February - The final edition of Live from Studio Five is broadcast. It is 
immediately replaced by OK! TV! which itself ends at the end of the year. 

o 14 February - Five returns to its original name of Channel 5. 

o 7 March- 

"= Fiver is rebranded as 5* 
= Five USA is rebranded 5USA. 

o 18 August - Channel 5 becomes the new home of Big Brother’’.22 

o 8 November - ITN confirms it has secured a five-year contract to resume 
production of 5 News from early 2012. The broadcaster lost the programme 
to Sky News in 2005. Part of the new deal will see the 7:00 pm bulletin move to 
an earlier 6:30 pm timeslot.2” 

o 6 December- Channel 5 +1 launches on Freesat, Freeview and Sky.24 

e 2012 

o 20 February - ITN regains the contract to provide Channel 5's news coverage 
from Sky News.22! 

o 28 July - Football on 5 ends after the channel stops showing live football 
following the transfer of the UEFA Europa League to ITV. 

o 25 October - 5 +1 launches on Virgin Media. 

e 2013 

o 28 August - UK television debut of the Australian prison 
drama Wentworth on Channel 5.231 The opening episode of the Prisoner Cell 
Block H reboot attracts an audience of 2.4 million.&” 

o October - Channel 5's HD channel becomes a pay channel on the Sky platform. 

e 2014 

o 4 February - Channel 5 launches Channel 5 +24, a 24-hour time shift of the main 
Channel 5 service.& 

o 10 September - Northern & Shell sells Channel 5 to Viacom for £450 million.22 

e 2015 

o 15 April - Spike launches as a British version of the American channel of the 
same name. 

o 8 August - Football returns to Channel 5 when it takes over the contract to 
broadcast highlights of the Football League and the League Cup. It launches two 
new programmes under the revived Football on 5 banner. They are called The 
Championship and The Goal Rush. The programmes are broadcast from 9pm on 
Saturday evening. 

e 2016 
o 11 February - 5* is rebranded 5Star. 


o 4 May - Channel 5's HD channel launches on Freeview and Freesat following the 
channel becoming free-to-air. 

o 10 August - Channel 5 +24 is replaced by My5, featuring a selection of shows 
from across the network of channels. 

e 2017 

o June - It is announced that the BBC will return to broadcasting cricket and from 
2020 it will replace Channel 5 as broadcaster of highlights of English cricket. 

o 31 October - Male-skewing channel Spike is rebranded as 5Spike to more closely 
associate itself with its sister channels. 

e 2018 

o 13 February - My5 is replaced by 5Select. It had previously been expected to 
launch as 5Prime. 

o May - Channel 5's right to show EFL highlights end after the contract transfers 
to Quest.24 

o 14 June - Matthew Wright presents his last edition of The Wright Stuff after 18 
years. 881 

o 4 July - Paramount Network launches. sama 

o 3 September - Jeremy Vine replaces Matthew Wright as host of Channel 5's 
morning topical discussion programme. Consequently, The Wright Stuff ends 
after 18 years. 

o 14 September - After seven years, Channel 5 announces that Big 
Brother and Celebrity Big Brother will end after the current series.“4 

e 2019 

o September - After 14 seasons, Channel 5 will show cricket highlights for the final 

time. The rights transfer to the BBC from 2020 onwards. 
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Channel 5 airs a wide variety of programming that covers various genres and themes. 
Launched in 1997, the channel has always been seen to have less distinctive 
programming than their other terrestrial rivals at the BBC, ITV and Channel 4. 


The channel is notable for imported programming and is also notable for securing the 
rights to Home and Away in 2001, which helped boost early evening viewing figures for 
the channel,™ and since 2002, the broadcaster has pursued an aggressive acquisition 
strategy, and has screened several of the highest-rating American dramas, including all 
four CSI series, all three NCIS series, the first three Law & Order series, (with the first 
two—Law & Order and Law & Order: Special Victims Unit—later moving to 5USA), The 
Mentalist, Grey's Anatomy (later moved to Sky Living), House (later moved to Sky 1) 

2 and Prison Break (later moved to Sky 1). The channel also poached talk show 

host Trisha Goddard from ITV to shore up its daytime schedule and Neighbours from 
the BBC after a bidding war with other broadcasters. 


Public service[edit] 


Channel 5, as a British public service broadcaster, are required to broadcast a wide 
variety of programming. As opposed to Channel 4, whose programming remit targets 
the fringes of society and ranges a variety of cultures, Channel 5's remit is more 

like ITV's. The Channel's remit is laid out in the Communications Act 2003, Section 265 
and is regulated by Ofcom. The section states that: 


(1)The regulatory regime for every licensed public service channel, and for the 
public teletext service, includes a condition requiring the provider of the channel 
or service to fulfil the public service remit for that channel or service. 

(2)The public service remit— (a) for every Channel 3 service, and (b) for Channel 
5, is the provision of a range of high quality and diverse programming! 


As a public service broadcaster, Channel 5 is required to show a quota of news 
bulletins and educational programmes. Documentaries such as Hidden 

Lives, Revealed and Extraordinary People are examples of how the channel has 
met this criteria. In 2005, Channel 5 acquired the right to the annual Royal 
Institution Christmas Lectures. The channel has also featured some short 
educational documentary series such as Your Sport focusing on sport in local 
communities. 


Early scheduling[edit] 


Upon launch, Channel 5's programming followed a strict schedule with the 
intention that viewers could tune in and always know what to expect. Major 
features of the Channel 5's early scheduling structure included daily soap 
opera Family Affairs at 6.30pm, a nightly news broadcast at 8.30pm, presented 
by Kirsty Young. That was followed by a film at 9pm every night and The Jack 
Docherty Show, a comedy chat show. Daytime programmes included Sunset 
Beach, the American soap opera, Leeza Gibbons' chat show, Leeza and 5 News 
Early. Weekend programming included Might Fever, a panel show presented 
by Suggs and the fantasy series Xena: Warrior Princess and Hercules: The 
Legendary Journeys. 


Children and teenagers[edit] 


Channel 5's pre-school programming block Milkshake! is shown from 06:00 to 
09:00 each day. The block has a number of presenters, including Eddie 

Mathews and Naomi Wilkinson, and features a range of pre-school programming, 
including Fifi and the Flowertots, Peppa Pig and Hi-5. Until October 2007, the 
channel also had a block called Shake! at weekends, which was aimed at an 
older audience. However, Channel 5 then removed the Shake! block from its 
schedules, as Neighbours was taking up the Saturday slot. Shake! made a 
return to the channel on 4 October 2009 every Sunday morning after agreeing a 
deal with Disney. The block features Hannah Montana, Wizards of Waverly 

Place and Snobs. It also saw the return of Channel 5's hit teen show The Tribe.= 


Children's programmes aired on the channel include: 


e Adventures from the Book of Virtues 
e The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill 

e The Adventures of Parsley 

e The Adventures of Tintin 

e Alvin and the Chipmunks 

e Angels of Jarm 

e Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps 

e Atlantis High 

e Babar 

e Bananas in Pyjamas 


Barney & Friends 
Beachcomber Bay 

Bear in the Big Blue House 
Beast Wars: Transformers 
Becca's Bunch 

The Beeps 

Ben and Holly's Little Kingdom 
Bert and Ernie's Great Adventures 
Beyblade 

Big School 

Blaze and the Monster Machines 
Bob the Builder 

The Book of Pooh 

Braceface 

Bubble Guppies 

Butterbean's Café 

Castle Farm 

City of Friends 

Clangers 

The Day Henry Met 

Dan Dare: Pilot of the Future 
Dappledown Farm 

Deepwater Black 

Demolition Dad 

Dig & Dug with Daisy 

Digby Dragon 

Don't Blame the Koalas 

Dora and Friends: Into the City! 
Dragon Booster 

Duel Masters 

Ebb and Flo 

Elmo's World 

The Fairly OddParents 

Fat Dog Mendoza 

Fifi and the Flowertots 
Fireman Sam 

Floogals“ 

Franklin 

Franny's Feet 

Funky Valley 
Gadget & the Gadgetinis 
George Shrinks 

Gerald McBoing Boing 

Hana's Helpline 

Hannah Montana 

Harry and His Bucket Full of Dinosaurs 
Havakazoo 

Hi-5 (Australia) 


ligam Ogam 

Ivor the Engine 

James the Cat 

Jane and the Dragon 

Jay Jay the Jet Plane 
Jelly Jamm 

Jimbo and the Jetset 
Joshua Jones 

LazyTown 

Let's Go Luna! 

Lily's Driftwood Bay 
Little Lodgers 

Little Princess 

Looney Tunes 

Luo Bao Bei 

Make Way for Noddy 
Max Steel 

MechaNick 

Mega Babies 

Mio Mao 

Miss Spider's Sunny Patch Friends 
The Milkshake! Show 
The Milky & Shake Show 
Milkshake! Summer Fun 
Milkshake! Monkey 
Milkshake! Festive Fun 
Milkshake! Monkey Bananas About Food 
Milkshake! Bop Box 
Milkshake! Music Box 
Milkshake! Bopping About 
a Milkshake! Christmas 
Milkshake! Show Songs 
a Milkshake! Summer 
Mofy 

Mr. Men and Little Miss 
The Mr. Men Show 
Muppet Babies 

Nella the Princess Knight 
Noddy in Toyland 
Noddy, Toyland Detective 
Noggin the Nog 

Old Bear Stories 

Olive the Ostrich 

Olivia 

Olly the Little White Van 
Oswald 

PAW Patrol 

PB Bear and Friends 


Peppa Pig 

Pepsi Chart 

Pingu 

Pip Ahoy! 

Pirata and Capitano 
Plonsters 

Pogles' Wood 

Poppy Cat 

Popular 

The Powerpuff Girls 
Power Rangers 

Puffin Rock 

Redwall 

Rise of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” 
Roary the Racing Car 
Rolie Polie Olie 
Roobarb/Roobarb and Custard Too 
Rupert Bear, Follow the Magic... 
Rusty Rivets 

Sailor Sid 

Sandy and Mr Flapper 
The Save-Ums! 

Shane the Chef 
Shimmer and Shine 
Simon 

Singled Out 

Snobs 

The Softies 

SpongeBob SquarePants 
Stickin' Around 

Strange Dawn 

Sunny Bunnies 

Sunny Day 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
Thomas and Friends 
ThunderCats 

Tickety Toc 

Tickle, Patch and Friends 
Titch 

Toby's Travelling Circus 
Toot the Tiny Tugboat 
Top Wing 

Tractor Tom 

The Tribe 

Tugs 

USA High 

Wanda and the Alien 
What-a-Mess 


e Wil Cwac Cwac 
e Wimzie's House 
e The Wind in the Willows 


e Wishbone 
e Wissper 


e Wizards of Waverly Place 

e The World of Peter Rabbit and Friends 
e The WotWots 

e Zack & Quack 


Comedy[edit] 


The majority of Channel 5's comedy programming are imports from other 
countries. Numerous American sitcoms are shown on Channel 5, most 

notably Friends spin off series Joey, as well as the first series of Two and a Half 
Men and the first two series of Everybody Hates Chris. In 2007, 8 Simple 

Rules began airing, but was later moved to Fiver. From 3 September 2018, 
Channel 5 began showing double bills of Seinfeld weekdays at 4pm. Other 
sitcoms aired on the channel include: 


e Angelo's 

e Borderline 

e Bring Me The Head of Light Entertainment 
e Hospital! 

e Hotel! 

e /Impractical Jokers UK 

e Suburban Shootout 

e Respectable 

e Swinging 

e That's So Last Week 

e The Jim Tavare Show 

e The What in The World? Quiz 

e Top Buzzer 

e We Know Where You Live 

e Will & Grace (Moved from Channel 4. Also on 5STAR) 


Former[edit] 


e 8 Simple Rules 
e Two anda Half Men 


Comedy is set to make a return to Channel 5 in the form of Impractical Jokers 
UK, a joint commission alongside Comedy Central UK with a view to also produce 
a Sketch show and a Sitcom in the future. 


Daytime[edit] 


Channel 5 has always struggled to make inroads into the daytime TV ratings 
having tried a variety of magazine formats, quizzes and discussion shows since 
1997. In the early days, Channel 5's morning schedules consisted mainly of 
American imports such as the soaps The Bold and the Beautiful and Sunset 


Beach. Between 1998 and 2003, Gloria Hunniford hosted Open House with Gloria 
Hunniford, an afternoon chat and lifestyle magazine show featuring interviews, 
cookery and consumer advice.®! 


On 2 June 2003, Terry Wogan and Gaby Roslin joined the channel to host the 
morning talk show The Terry and Gaby Show, which lasted only ten months, as it 
could not compete with ITV's This Morning.™ In September 2004, Trisha 

Goddard left ITV Anglia to join Channel 52% in a new programme titled Trisha 
Goddard, which made its debut on 24 January 2005. Similar in style to her old 
show, it focused on relationships, families in crisis, and reunions. In January 
2009, Channel 5 announced it was not renewing her contract for financial 
reasons.” 


Until March 2007, the station screened quiz show BrainTeaser which was 
presented by Alex Lovell. After four and a half years, BrainTeaser was 
withdrawn, following the revelation that production staff were faking winners on 
the programme's premium rate call-in competition. Other game shows have 
since been aired in daytime, including a new version of Going for 

Gold} and Wordplay. 


In February 2008, the station acquired the Australian soap Neighbours from BBC 
One, and moved its lunchtime showing of Home and Away to follow Neighbours. 
[13] 


In September 2010, Channel 5's new documentary series Eddie Stobart: Trucks 
& Trailers featured haulage firm Eddie Stobart's Haulage, Rail and Air divisions. 
The programme joins the drivers as they take on the challenges of delivering 
everything from the new pitch at Cardiff's Millennium Stadium, to a London 
Landmark - the famous Piccadilly lights. 


The Vanessa Show presented by Vanessa Feltz was launched in a morning 
timeslot in January 2011.24 Following low ratings, the format was moved to an 
afternoon slot but the programme was not a success and it was axed in June 
2011.23 


In 2013, Channel 5 bought the rights to screen Trisha Goddard's American 
version of her former chat show Trisha Goddard, which was broadcast on 
Channel 5 until 2009.19 However, due to low viewing figures, the programme is 
thought to have been pulled from the schedules. 


Currently, Channel 5's daytime schedule consists of the flagship 

programme Jeremy Vine with the soaps Neighbours and Home & Away its main 
ratings successes. In the afternoons, the channel usually screens American and 
Canadian TV movies and sometimes US produced mini-series and one-off TV 
dramas. Its daytime and weekend morning schedules also contain repeats of 
documentaries, lifestyle programming and American crime series. 


The Wright Stuff [edit] 
Main article: The Wright Stuff 


In 2000, Channel 5 launched its flagship daytime show The Wright 

Stuff presented by Matthew Wright in which celebrity guests on a panel debate 
news Stories in front of a small audience. In January 2011, The Wright Stuff was 
extended to an hour and 45 minutes from 09:15 to 11:00. From June 2011, the 
format was extended further with the launch of The Wright Stuff Extra with 
Gabby Logan presented by former BBC Radio 5 Live host Gabby Logan, however 


this was later dropped from the schedule, with the main show being extended a 
further ten minutes, now airing from 09:15 to 11:10. 


Jeremy Vinefedit] 
Main article: Jeremy Vine 


In 2018, after The Wright Stuff had ended after eighteen years, leaving the 
09:15 to 11:15 slot available. It was presented by Jeremy Vine. It is the same 
layout to the previous show but with a different name and host. 


Documentaries([edit] 


Channel 5 has broadcast a number of documentaries following the lives of 
numerous individuals. The Hotel Inspector hosted initially by Ruth Watson and 
later by Alex Polizzi is an example of one of the channel's documentaries and is 
one of the channel's most watched programmes. The Business Inspector was a 
four-part spin-off show presented by Hilary Devey in 2010 who later moved to 
become a dragon on the BBC's Dragon's Den. In 2011, the channel hosted the 
latest addition to the 'Inspector' franchise, The Restaurant Inspector. 


Animal and nature programmes have been a popular element in Channel 5's 
schedules with a number of series often repeated. These include Michaela's Zoo 
Babies, Wild Animal ER, Animal Rescue Squad, Vets in Action and Zoo Days. 
Older series such as Nick's Quest are repeated in the early morning 

schedules. Monkey World aired a new series in 2011 but the emphasis on wildlife 
and animal rescue programmes has been reduced since 2008. In August 2011, 
the channel broadcast repeats of Meerkat Manorthe popular wildlife 
documentary series first broadcast on BBC TV. In 2012, Dominic Monaghan’s 
Wild Things aired, a series that followed British actor Dominic Monaghan travel 
the globe to find - and then handle - some of the biggest and most dangerous 
creatures on the planet. 


Educational documentaries have also been prominent in Channel 5's schedule, 
many originally produced for the Discovery Channel. Highland 

Emergency and How Do They Do It? are often shown in the 19:30 slot. The 20:00 
slot is often filled with male-oriented programmes such as /ce Road 

Truckers, Police Interceptors, Emergency Bikers, Revealed (mystery and 
archaeology), Monster Moves, Nature Shock and the Demolition series. The 
documentary series, Sea Patrol UK has aired since 2009 and in 2011, the spin-off 
show, Royal Navy: Caribbean Patro/ made its début. 


From 2002, the channel aired several major documentary series on the arts, 
architecture, philosophy and religion representing a major shift away from the 
station's previous down-market image. These included series on the lives of the 
great artists presented by Tim Marlow who also presented regular previews of 
major art exhibitions and a series on Tate Modern. Divine Designs, presented by 
Professor Paul Binski examined religious architecture around the UK with two 
series. These arts programmes are no longer produced on a regular basis but are 
often repeated. 


Crime series are another established part of the Channel 5 schedule, some 
repackaged repeats such as True CS/ and Forensic Files and the channel has 
featured several series on serial killers such as Fred West, Myra Hindley and Jack 
the Ripper. In 2012, crime series Born to Kill? was screened, which delved into 
the matter of whether killers such as Harold Shipman and Fred West were born 


to kill. Another crime series titled Murder Files was also broadcast in 2012, which 
focused on several notorious criminal cases such as The Schoolboy Assassin, 
looking back at how police eventually caught their killer.: Countdown to 
Murder aired in 2013, a unique new crime show that follows a countdown of 
events that led to the murder of a victim.22 


New programming for 2011 included a series titled Candy Bar Girls based on the 
lives of young lesbian women in a bar in London's Soho district.22 2011 also 

saw Justin Lee Collins present Living in Las Vegas and The Restaurant Inspector, 
building on the success of The Hotel Inspector.24 In 2011, Collins also presented 
the documentary series, Justin Lee Collins Turning Japanese. Additionally, the 
four-part documentary series, Essex Jungle aired in Spring 2011 focusing on the 
world of exotic, often dangerous reptiles living in people's homes.24 


In 2012, Chris Tarrant was presenter to a documentary series titled Chris 
Tarrant: Extreme Railways. Each week, Tarrant took an extreme railway journey, 
meeting the passengers and people who work on railways which go through 
extreme environments. Tarrant also delved into the history of these extreme 
railways and found out how they were built. 


In 2013, Channel 5 broadcast Ben Fogle: New Lives In The Wild, which followed 
the presenter as he travelled to meet some of the world's few people who have 
swapped the usual life for something a little different, such as living in a desert 
as opposed to living in New York City. The programme regularly ranked among 
the channel's top ten.22! Also in 2013, Channel 5 broadcast Gibraltar: Britain in 
the Sun, a documentary following the life of the residents in the British Overseas 
Territory of Gibraltar. The six-part series enjoyed steady ratings, and as a result 
was recommissioned for a second series which aired shortly afterwards in 2014. 


In 2014, the channel pioneered "Supersize Season", which included sets of 
documentaries each attached to the same theme of supersize people. 
Documentaries produced within this season included Saving Britain's Biggest 
Man, Fat For Cash, My Gastric Band Ruined My Life, Too Fat To Fly, Got Thin - Got 
Fat Again! and | Lost Weight and Lost My Husband.2! The use of "Seasons" was a 
common theme during 2014, with Nazi Season, a season dedicated to the Nazis, 
also produced. 


In 2017 Channel Five aired two new documentary series - Secrets of the National 
Trust with the anchor host Alan Titchmarsh and Tony Robinson: Coast to Coast 


8 O'Clock Heroes (2011){edit] 


In 2011, the 8:00pm daily weekday documentary slot was given the title "8 
O'Clock Heroes" with a stripped content of action-packed documentaries 
focusing on police, emergency services and other "heroic" deeds. Series included 
in the strand include Police Interceptors and Emergency Bikers. Other series in 
the strand include Supersize Grime, a fly-on-the-wall documentary series 
focusing on the world of industrial cleaners from the makers of ITV1's 

popular Grimefighters and Sky 1's Real Filth Fighters. 


Clip & retrospective programming[edit] 


In recent years, the channel emphasises on retrospective clip shows that usually 
feature celebrity talking heads from stars & critics. These strands include 20 
Moments That Rocked..., The Best of Bad TV, When... Goes Horribly Wrong, Most 
Shocking... Moments, Britain's Favourite..., The... Story and Greatest... among 


others. These programmes covers a range of topics from TV bloopers to 
chocolate bars; where the same limited amount of clips have been used from 
time to time and they are often renamed in EPGs or TV listings guides. 


Drama[edit] 
Homegrown dramafedit] 


Channel 5 has occasionally commissioned its own drama series. In 2004, it 
commissioned the hit drama Murder Prevention which lasted just one series and 
in 2006, it co-commissioned Tripping Over with Network Ten in Australia. 
Channel 5 also screened Perfect Day, a commissioned British drama, in 2005. 
The success of this one-off drama led to the commissioning of a prequel and a 
sequel, Perfect Day: The Millennium and Perfect Day: The Funeral, which were 
shown in 2006. In 2009, Channel 5 broadcast a new version 

of Minder starring Shane Richie. Other dramas broadcast include A Mind to 

Kill, Beyond Fear, Wing and a Prayer and Urban Gothic. 


Channel 5 returned to homegrown drama in 2013, as they announced the 
commission of police drama Evidence, which was later re- 

titled Suspects. Suspects has proven one of the more successful original dramas 
that the network has ever produced and has received praise from critics as well, 
including those writing for The Guardian and The Daily Telegraph.22 Keith 
Watson, writing for the Metro newspaper said it had him hooked and rated it four 
stars out of a possible five.2# Jake Wallis Simons said the drama was 
"unnervingly true to life", calling it sassy and cynical, rating it four stars out of a 
possible five.24 The show stars Damien Molony, Fay Ripley and Clare-Hope 
Ashitey, with all three actors receiving critical praise.’! Most of the show's 
dialogue is improvised in order to make it seem natural, the actors have a 
detailed story document22 and perform from there. The first series began on 12 
February 2014, airing Wednesdays at 10:00pm. After strong critical praise and a 
relatively strong number of total viewers, Channel 5 renewed the show for two 
more series,2" which premiered on 20 August 2014 and 13 January 2015 
respectively.24 


British dramas shown on Channel 5, include: 


e 15 Days 

e A Mind to Kill 

e Agatha and the Truth of Murder 
e Beyond Fear 

e Clink (commissioned for 5Star) 
e Cold Call (2019) 

e Dark Knight 

e Deadly Summer 

e Doomwatch 

e Hear the Silence 

e = Inquisition 

e Menace 

e Minder 

e Murder Prevention 

e Perfect Day 


e Push 


e Suspects 

e The Alchemists 

e Tripping Over 

e Urban Gothic 

e Wing and a Prayer 


Australian dramal[edit] 


On 29 April 2013, Channel 5 announced that they had acquired the rights to 

air Wentworth Prison. The show is a re-imagining of the classic cult 

drama Prisoner: Cell Block H, a soap that they had shown re-runs of at the turn 
of the century.22 The first season premiered under the title Wentworth Prison on 
28 August 2013, airing Wednesday nights at 22:00. After strong ratings, Channel 
5 purchased the second season"! and set a premiere date for 3 September 
2014, where the show aired again on Wednesday nights at 22:00.23 On 4 January 
2014, Channel 5 premiered Australian comedy crime drama series Mr & Mrs 
Murder, airing the show Saturday nights at around 18:00. The show was pulled 
from the schedule after three episodes due to poor ratings. Secrets & Lies began 
on September 23, 2014, the latest Australian drama to air on Channel 5.2% Upon 
their acquisition of the show, Katie Keenan (Head of Acquisitions) said, "Channel 
5 viewers love compelling, character-led drama packed with twists and turns. 
Secrets & Lies ticks all these boxes. We're thrilled to add it to our 2014 drama 
line-up."82 


Irish dramaf[edit] 


In February 2013, Channel 5 began broadcasting Jack Taylor, a television crime 
drama that first aired in Ireland.22 In March 2013, Channel 5 announced another 
acquisition of Irish drama, Love/Hate. In April 2013, it was confirmed that 
Channel 5 had acquired the rights to the first two seasons of the drama, with 
plans to air them as one block of episodes later in the year.2% A premiere date 
was later set for 24 July 2013 at 10:00pm.“ 


U.S. shows[edit] 
Channel 5 shows a large number of American series. These currently include: 


Current[edit] 


e NCIS (2005-present) 

e Person of Interest (2012-present) 
e NCIS: New Orleans (2015-present) 
e CSI: Cyber (2015-present) 


e Impractical Jokers (2016-present) 
e The X-Files (2016-present) 
e Penn & Teller: Fool Us in Vegas (2016-present) 


Former[edit] 


e Angel (moved to Channel 4) 
e Alias (moved to Sky 1) 


Big Love 

Body of Proof 

Boomtown 

Breaking Bad 

Buffy the Vampire Slayer (moved to BBC Two) 
Castle (moved to 5USA) 

Charmed (moved to Channel 4) 

Coma 

Criminal Minds (moved to Sky Living) 
CSI: Crime Scene Investigation (moved to 5USA) 
CSI: Miami (moved to 5USA) 

CSI: NY (moved to 5USA) 

Dallas 

Dark Angel (moved to Horror Channel) 
Daria 

FlashForward 

Gotham"! (Moved to E4) 

Grey's Anatomy (moved to Sky Living) 
The Guardian 

Hatfields & McCoys 

Helix (moved to 5*) 

Hercules: The Legendary Journeys 
House (moved to Sky 1) 

Killer Instinct 

La Femme Nikita 

Law & Order (moved to 5USA) 

Law & Order: Criminal Intent (moved to 5USA) 
Law & Order: Special Victims Unit (moved to 5USA) 
Lexx 

Martial Law 

Once Upon a Time (moved to Netflix UK) 
Pacific Blue 

Poltergeist: The Legacy 

Prison Break (moved to Sky 1) 

Shark 

Stargate Atlantis 

Star Trek: Voyager 

Sunset Beach 

Stephen King's Bag of Bones 

The Lyon's Den 

The Mentalist (repeated on 5USA and 5*) 
The Shield (moved to 5USA) 

The Walking Dead (moved to Spike) 

Tut 

Under the Dome 

Vanished 

Xena: Warrior Princess 


Entertainment([edit] 


Channel 5 has screened a variety of entertainment programs. The channel 
screened game show Fort Boyard from October 1998 to December 2001. 
Channel 5 bought the rights to Miss World in 1998 and aired the beauty 
pageant for three years (1998-2000). Between 12 January to 9 December 2001, 
Channel 5 broadcast two seasons of the popular game show The Mole which 
quickly gained a cult following. In 2003, Channel 5 acquired cult show Robot 
Wars, previously shown on BBC Two, though the show ended soon after this. 


The evening magazine show Live from Studio Five was launched in September 
2009 with a strong emphasis on entertainment news.“ The show was axed in 
February 2011 and replaced with OK! TV co-hosted by Kate Walsh who also 
presented the former show. As part of the relaunch of February 2011, Channel 
5 commissioned a range of new entertainment programming 

including /mpossib/e with mind-reader Philip Escoffey hosting a gameshow with a 
jackpot of £40,000.2% 


Blind Date returned in 2017 on Channel 5. The new series began airing on 17 
June 2017 in its usual Saturday night slot and is produced by So 

Television and Stellify Media, a firm part-owned by Sony Pictures Television. 
451 Paul O'Grady presents the revived series.“# Melanie Sykes became the new 
voice of the show, taking over the role most famously held by Graham 
Skidmore in the original series.“ 


In Solitary: The Anti-Social Experiment aired on Channel 5 on 28 August 2017, 
and is produced by Stellify Media. It is an entertainment show that involves three 
members of the public being locked up in solitary confinement for 5 

days. George Lamb presents and also participates. Celebs In Solitary is a 
celebrity edition of In Solitary: The Anti-Social Experiment, in which Anthea 
Turner, Professor Green, Eddie Hall, and Shazia Mirza attempt to spend five days 
in solitary confinement. Also presented by George Lamb.## 


Gino's Win Your Wish List is a Channel 5 game show hosted by Gino D'Acampo, 
in which families answer questions to win prizes from their wish list.42 


Lifestyle and cookery/([edit] 


Early evening lifestyle and makeover programmes formed a major part of 
Channel 5's early schedules and they saw a revival in 2011. Former series 
include property shows, such as House Doctor, presented by Ann Maurice, Build 
a New Life in the Country and How Not to Decorate, presented by Colin 
McAllister and Justin Ryan. Makeover and property shows have declined in 
Channel 5's schedules but former series such as House 

Doctor and Housebusters are often repeated in the daytime and early morning 
schedules. In 2011, the channel launched new makeover programmes Garden 
ER and Superior Homes with Kelly Hoppen. In September 2011, a new cookery 
show with a focus on healthy eating was launched, Rea/ Food Family Cook 

Off sponsored by Tesco. 


In 2012, Channel 5 introduced property show Half Built House, which was fronted 
by property guru Sian Astley, and focused on Astley rescuing homes that have 
had DIY disasters." Best House In The Street, another property show, also went 
to air in 2012, and saw Charlie Luxton transform a family's home in each 
episode.=2 


In 2013, Great Northern Cookbook aired, a cookery series following Sean Wilson 
(best known for his role in Coronation Street, a Michelin-star chef) as he travels 
around the North of England, cooking up recipes past and present, exploring the 
heritage of the towns, completing a series of competitive challenges, and hoping 
to please the locals. 


Marco Pierre White's Kitchen Wars{[edit] 


In June 2012, chef Marco Pierre White launched his own cookery competition 
show, comprising seven 60-minute episodes, to find a couple who creates 
Britain's Best Dining Experience. 


The premise of the show from Channel 5 is: Marco Pierre White uses his 
exceptional culinary eye to find the UK's best restaurant partnerships balancing 
fabulous food with seamless service. They’re fighting for a place in a specially 
designed studio restaurant, where the top three couples will each be given both 
their own kitchen and set of diners to impress. It’s not just about being a good 
chef, it’s also about having the skills to run the best restaurant. Who will make 
the cut? 


Newsl[edit] 
Main article: 5 News 


Channel 5's news service relaunched as 5 News on 14 February 2011. 


Participation television[edit] 


Quiz Call was broadcast simultaneously on Five, Fiver and Five USA on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday nights between around 00:00 and 04:00/04:30. The phone- 
in quiz show invites viewers to play along for a chance to win cash prizes in 
return for solving on-screen puzzles. Entrants must be aged eighteen or over to 
participate and each call and SMS text is charged whether an entrant 
successfully gets through to the show or not. Quiz Call ended its programming 
on Five when the channel signed with NetPlayTV to air its Live 

Roulette programming from midnight to 04:00 - 7 nights a week. This marked 
the first time a channel had aired a roulette related show in British television 
history. Currently named SuperCasino, it was one of the two remaining roulette 
shows on television, along with Jackpot247 which is also produced by NetPlayTV 
and broadcast on ITV. SuperCasino ended on the channel during the early hours 
of 1 January 2019. A new roulette show called 21.co.uk has been broadcasting 
on the channel from 21 May 2019. 


Reality television[edit] 


Channel 5 has a history of broadcasting reality TV shows. Shows broadcast 
include a UK version of The Mole, to which the channel acquired the format 
rights, and which was well received: the website UKGameshows.com announced 
that The Mole beat The Crystal Maze to win its first reader poll to find the best 
UK gameshow of all time. There was also a series of Touch the 

Truck and Jailbreak, however these were less successful. 


In 2004, the channel hosted the "ultimate" reality show, Back to Reality featuring 
contestants from a variety of reality shows under one roof. Despite high hopes, 
the series failed to gain a large audience. Another programme broadcast 


was Make Me a Supermodel, a reality show in which contestants try to win a 
contract with the Select Modelling Agency. The format lasted two series, and the 
second series was also featured on 5*. 


The winner of Big Brother 11 and Channel 5's OK! TV reporter Josie Gibson was 
given her own 3-part reality show, There's Something About Josie which aired in 
May 2011.53 


10,000 BCledit] 
Main article: 10,000 BC (TV show) 


The survival show 10,000 BC debuted in February 2015. The show is a joint 
production of Channel 5 and MTV.& 


The social experiment series follows 20 contestants from across Great Britain, 
ranging in age from 20 to 65, as they go back to the conditions of the Stone 
Age and try to survive two months in the wilderness. 


Celebrity Super Spa{edit] 
Main article: Celebrity Super Spa 


On 17 June 2013, Channel 5 announced that they had commissioned a new 
reality television show that will follow six celebrities working in a spa based in 
Liverpool, where they will be taught to pamper, preen and pluck by Herbert 
Howe, a man with fifty years experience in the hair and beauty industry. The 
show is expected to be broadcast later in the year.=2 


The Bachelornedit] 

Main article: The Bachelor (UK TV series) 

On 14 June 2011, Channel 5 made the announcement that they will now air the 
British version of The Bachelor, a spin-off of the popular American reality 


series, The Bachelor. The British version had previously been broadcast on BBC 
Three. 


In the first series to air on Channel 5 (Series 4), the role of the bachelor was by 
rugby star and former Strictly Come Dancing contestant Gavin Henson. In the 
second series to air on Channel 5 (Series 5), the role of the bachelor was 

by Spencer Matthews, star of the E4 reality TV series Made in Chelsea. 


Big Brother and Celebrity Big Brothernedit] 
Main articles: Big Brother (UK TV series) and Celebrity Big Brother (UK TV series) 


On 6 April 2011, it was confirmed that Channel 5 had signed a £200 million 
contract with media company Endemol to screen former Channel 4 reality 
show Big Brother for 2 years.&4 The series returned at 9pm on 18 August 2011 
with Celebrity Big Brother 8. Series 1 of Celebrity Big Brother on Channel 5 
kicked off with the entry of housemates including reality show regulars Kerry 
Katona, Amy Childs and Jedward. It was followed in September by the twelfth 
series of the show. 


Brian Dowling signed up to be main presenter of the show following the move to 
Channel 5, whilst Emma Willis became the host of the new spin-off discussion 
show, Big Brother's Bit on the Side. From Big Brother 2013 Emma Willis is the 
main presenter. 


On 14 September 2018, it was confirmed that both Big Brother and Celebrity Big 
Brother had been axed by Channel 5. The final series of Ce/ebrity Big 

Brother was won by Ryan Thomas on 10 September 2018 with the final series 

of Big Brother launching four days later on 14 September 2018, ending after 53 
days on 5 November 2018. 


In total Big Brother and Celebrity Big Brother aired twenty-three series on 
Channel 5 between 2011-2018, with 8 regular and 15 celebrity series 
respectively. 


The Farm{edit] 


The Farm was Channel 5's version of the international TV format The Farm. It 
had a series of celebrities appearing on it during its two series run and did 
attract some controversy. Channel 5 cancelled The Farm following series two in 
2005, and no plans have been made for the UK series to be brought back. 


Soaps[edit] 
Family Affairs{edit] 


When Channel 5 launched in 1997, the staple of its earlier programming was the 
channel's newly commissioned soap, Family Affairs. The soap continued 
throughout the Channel's life until it was dropped on 30 December 2005 due to 
poor ratings. 


Acquired soap operas[edit] 


Channel 5 has screened a number of acquired soap operas. Every episode of the 
cult Australian soap Prisoner Cell Block H was aired between April 1997 and 11 
February 2001 and they also showed another classic Aussie soap Sons and 
Daughters, (which like Prisoner Cell Block H had also been previously shown 

on ITV in the 1980s and early 1990s) running the entire series between March 
1998 and 6 November 2005. 


In addition, the channel showed two popular American soap operas Sunset 
Beach and The Bold and the Beautiful every weekday morning. After the end 

of Sunset Beach in 1999, the remaining episodes were screened until early 2000. 
The channel replaced it with another soap opera popular in America Days of Our 
Lives, though after poor ratings it removed both soaps from weekday morning 
schedules in 2002. 


The entire run of futuristic New Zealand teenage drama series The Tribe was 
shown from 1999 to 2003. Channel 5 also acquired the rerun rights to the BBC 
and Network Ten serial drama Out of the Blue, which were screened from 2009 
on Channel 5's digital counterpart, 5*. 


Neighbours [edit] 


On 18 May 2007, Channel 5 acquired the rights to Australian soap 

opera Neighbours, previously screened on BBC One. This was the second time 
UK networks had fought over an Australian soap, with Channel 5 having 
previously competed over broadcast rights to Home and Away. 


Neighbours is one of Channel 5's most popular programmes, and is in fact more 
popular in the United Kingdom than in its home country of Australia. 


Home and Away [edit] 


Channel 5 regularly screens Home and Away along with its fellow Australian 
soap, Neighbours. 


Sport[edit] 
American Sport[edit] 


Until 2010 late-night sports programming had been a feature of the channel 
since its original launch, especially focusing on live or short-delay coverage of 
major North American sports. Most notably, the channel covered Major League 
Baseball games, both regular season and playoffs since its first night on air. After 
the conclusion of Family Affairs, Five's MLB baseball coverage was the longest 
and continuously run programme on the channel. Jonathan Gould was the host, 
with former Great Britain national team player Josh Chetwynd as the in-studio 
analyst. Due to the Global recession of 2008-09, the channel did not renew its 
contract to show Major League Baseball in 2009. This left no Baseball available 
on free to air television in the UK, though Gould, Chetwynd and their producer 
Erik Janssen continued to broadcast baseball coverage on the digital radio 
station BBC 5 Live Sports Extra. 


Until 2004, Channel 5 also covered the regular season and Stanley Cup playoffs 
of the National Hockey League; following the lost 2004-05 season, the primary 
broadcast rights passed to NASN. However, since 2006-07, Five has relaunched 
its coverage with a weekly NHL game on short-delay along with highlights of 
other action from around the league. After the end of the 2009 Stanley Cup 
Finals, which had been reduced to edited highlights and shunted to a timeslot 
after 04:00, and the NHL did not return to the channel. 


Channel 5 also acquired American football and basketball coverage in the wake 
of Channel 4 dropping them. In 2007, the channel renewed its NFL coverage with 
a two-year deal to screen Monday Night Football and NBC Sunday Night 

Football live (the latter coverage began once the MLB Playoffs and World 

Series ended). Nat Coombs hosted and Mike Carlson, a former college-football 
player, was the studio analyst, with game commentary taken from the American 
broadcasters. In 2009, Channel 5 dropped the Monday night game and only 
broadcast the Sunday night game for the 2009-10 season, with a Saturday 
morning magazine programme called NFL UK showing highlights and previews of 
the coming weekend's games. Channel 5 decided not to renew its contract with 
the NFL for the 2010-11 season, and the sport returned to its original home on 
UK television, Channel 4 which had shown the sport since the channel's launch in 
1982 until 1997. Coombs followed Jonny Gould and Josh Chetwynd to cover the 
sport on 5 Live Sports Extra, while Carlson hooked up as analyst on Channel 4 
with Gary Imlach, and on BBC One alongside Jake Humphrey for their coverage 
of the NFL International Series held at Wembley, the playoffs and Super Bowl. 


The Channel also showed Basketball, with the hosts Mark Webster and Andre 
Alleyne, who took over as analyst from British former NBA star John Amaechi. It 
generally followed the model of the channel's NHL coverage, a single midweek 
game either live or on short-delay, plus a review of the previous week's action. 
Sport coverage has included forays into the NCAA scene, notably the Rose 
Bowl and the NCAA Basketball Tournament. On 18 February 2008, Five showed 
full live coverage of the NBA All-Star Game. Along with all the other sports 
dropped by the channel, the NBA coverage followed suit - the last game 


screened was the Los Angeles Lakers' Game 5 win over the Orlando Magic to 
take the 2009 NBA title. 


Football[edit] 


Until 2012 Channel 5 showed a mix of European and international club football, 
notably weekly matches or highlights from the Dutch Eredivisie, 

Portugal's SuperLiga, Primera División Argentina and Copa Libertadores from 
South America. They acquired exclusive live rights to the Italian Serie A 2007/08 
season, but lost them for the following season. For many years Channel 5 
showed live matches from the UEFA Europa League and when the package was 
centralised Channel 5 became the principal rights holder, sharing coverage of 
the group stages with ITV Sport and ESPN. The Guardian, 1 September 
2009</refeee> Channel 5 also held UK rights for the Europa League Final. The 
channel showed the 2008 FIFA Club World Championship. In 2007, the channel 
resumed coverage of Major League Soccer (MLS) with a match between Toronto 
FC and Los Angeles Galaxy on 4 August 2007; the match was expected to 

be David Beckham's competitive debut as a Galaxy player. In the past, the 
channel has shown other MLS matches on tape delay or as highlights, generally 
in the same manner as its coverage of European domestic leagues (excluding 
Serie A). MLS coverage used to include David Beckham's Soccer USA, a show 
presented by Tim Lovejoy on Wednesdays at 19:15 during the season to show 
highlights of the week's matches, funny moments and also interviews with 
Beckham on his latest match. Other guests made appearances from time-to- 
time. Channel 5 stopped showing live football after the 2012 Europa League 
Final with ITV taking over as main broadcaster of the Europa League. From 2012- 
2015 Channel 5 showed no football but this changed when they got the rights to 
the Football League, they show highlights from 9.00pm-10.30pm on Saturday 
nights from the EFL Championship, League One & League Two as well as 
highlights from the EFL Cup and EFL Trophy for 3 years from 2015-2018. The 
programme was presented by George Riley and Kelly Cates in the first season, 
Lindsay Hipgrave replaced Cates in the second season and Colin Murray 
returned to Channel 5 for the 2017-18 season as sole presenter with Caroline 
Barker also featuring in the studio and as a stand in presenter. On 2 May 2016, 
Channel 5 showed a football legends match between England and Germany live. 
£3 Channel 5 lost the highlights to the EFL in 2018 by going to Quest. Quest 
continue to show EFL highlights at 9pm on a Saturday night with a repeat on 
Sunday morning, Colin Murray moved to Quest to continue showing the 
highlights. 


Cricket[edit] 


In 2006, Channel 5 began highlights coverage of all of England's Test and limited 
overs cricket home matches. This followed a period of success for England and 
when the exclusive live rights to home matches were awarded to Sky Sports, 
Channel 5 was a surprise choice to pick up the highlights in the light of Channel 
4's respected coverage and the BBC's previous interest.“ Prior to Channel 4, the 
BBC had long held the rights and Channel 5 were newcomers to cricket, but the 
coverage has taken up where Channel 4 left off in its coverage (with the help of 
production company Sunset + Vine). The show also secured former Channel 4 
commentators such as Simon Hughes, Geoffrey Boycott and the anchor of 
Channel 4's coverage Mark Nicholas to offer expert analysis on the day's play. 

s1 Cricket on 5 (which shows daily highlights of England's matches) is broadcast 


at 19:00 (or midnight for day/night cricket), with highlights extended to an hour 
from the previous 45 minutes for the 2011 season. The theme tune as of May 
2011 is entitled "The Time is Now", performed by Russ Ballard.!/ Channel 5 
coverage continued with the only major change being the replacement of Simon 
Hughes in 2018 with Alison Mitchell but Cricket on 5 ended in September 2019 
with the conclusion of the 2019 Ashes, BBC Sport won the rights to be the Free 
to Air partner for ECB Cricket from 2020-2024 covering all England Men & 
Women's Tests, ODI & T20 highlights as well as selected live T20 England 
International matches and the new Hundred competition. Channel 5 signed off 
with a thanks from the team and from Joe Root after 13 years, the end of the 
highlights could mean the end of Sunset & Vine cricket coverage after 20 years 
with Channel 4 & Channel 5 and could also mean the end of Mark Nicholas 
career in England after 20 years. 


Boxing[edit] 


Channel 5 cover occasional boxing matches following a deal with Hennessy 
Sports. Coverage is presented by Mark Pougatch and Paul Dempsey with 
punditry from former boxers such as Alex Arthur. Commentary comes from Dave 
Farrar and Richie Woodhall and have shown fights featuring Josh Taylor, George 
Groves, Carl Frampton and Tyson Fury. Usually the main bout is shown on 
Channel 5 and the undercard on Spike. 


Motor Sport[edit] 


The channel has also covered motor sports, most notably MotoGP from 2000 to 
2002 showing every race live before rights were snapped up by BBC Sport, these 
rights returned in 2017 albeit as highlights with this being broadcast from 7pm- 
8pm the Monday after a race weekend. Channel 5 held rights to show weekly 
highlights from the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series and the IndyCar Series, although 
this was beset by cancellations, inaccurate scheduling and technical difficulties. 
The channel held right to broadcast highlights from the Al Grand Prix series. 

£7 As of 2010, most of their motor sport coverage, including NASCAR, IndyCars, 
V8 Supercars, Rolex Grand-Am Series and NHRA drag racing has been 
discontinued. In 2017, Channel 5 announced they had signed a two-year deal 
with MotoGP and BT Sport for the free to air rights. They also cover World Rally 
on Monday at 7pm following a race weekend also broadcasting part of the Wales 
Rally GB Live. On 4 September 2016, it was announced that Channel 5 had 
acquired the UK broadcasting rights to Formula E from the 2016-17 

season onwards following Formula E's termination of its contract with ITV. 

iss} From round three live studio coverage was added with the former ITV team of 
Andy Jayed and ex-former F1 / Formula E driver Jaime Alguersuari, while 
commentary comes from the world feed from BBC F1's Jack Nicholls and Dario 
Franchitti, with Nicki Shields as the pit lane reporter. For rounds one and 

two Martin Haven stood in for Nicholls. 


Channel 5 lost the rights to the coverage for the 2018-19 season to BBC, Quest, 
and BT Sport, and MotoGP highlights from the 2019 season to Quest. 


Wrestling[edit] 


For a brief time, Channel 5 showed professional wrestling in the form of 

the WCW Worldwide show between Summer 1999 and March 2001 on Friday 
nights at 7pm, when the company was purchased by World Wrestling 
Entertainment, and ceased to produce any more shows. Channel 5 returned to 


covering wrestling in 2018 when Spike bought the rights to cover impact 
wrestling and this is shown on Friday night at 11pm. 


Rugby Union[edit] 


On 4 May, 2017 it was announced that Channel 5 would broadcast up to five 
live Premiership Rugby games for the first time on terrestrial TV for the next four 
seasons alongside main broadcaster BT Sport. The new deal also sees them 
broadcast a weekly highlights show of both the premiership and the Premiership 
Rugby Cup previously shown by ITV. After the demise of the BBC's Rugby 
Special programme, Channel 5 previously briefly showed free-to-air highlights of 
English Premiership Rugby during 2000, though these later transferred 

to Channel 4 for a short time and then subsequently to ITV. Aviva Premiership 
coverage is presented by former ITV duo David Flatman & Mark Durden- 

Smith with Flatman also providing commentary alongside Conor McNamara or 
Mark Robson and Paul Grayson. British Hockey Olympic gold medalist Sam 
Quek acts as pitch side reporter and completes Channel 5’s team 


Previously, Channel 5 picked up the rights in 1997 to England v Argentina 
(shown on the same night as the England football team's World Cup qualifier 
against Poland). They also broadcast a live match between Scotland and 
invitation side Barbarians in 2000. 


Golf[edit] 
Golf coverage consists of weekly highlights from the PGA Tour, excluding majors. 
Athletics[edit] 


Channel 5 broadcasts live coverage of the Great South Run and a few other 
marathons a 10-mile road race held in Portsmouth in October. 


Mixed Martial Arts[edit] 


In 2009, Channel 5 signed a deal to broadcast highlights of the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship (UFC) on terrestrial television in the UK.22 In 2015, Channel 5 
picked up highlights of every BAMMA event. 


Others[edit] 


Channel 5 also screened World's Strongest Man between 2006-2009, and from 
2011 to present. 


Current sports rights[edit] 
Rugby Union 


e Premiership Rugby (5 Live Matches & Highlights) 
e Premiership Rugby 7s Highlights 


Cricket 


e England Test Match Highlights 

e England One Day International Highlights 

e England Twenty20 International Highlights 

e Big Bash League (5 Live Matches & Highlights) 


Motorsport 


e MotoGP Highlights 

e World Rally Championship Highlights 

e Wales Rally GB Live 

e Formula E Live (Qualifying on Spike & Live Race on Channel 5) 


Boxing 


e Cyclone Promotions & Hennessey Sports Live on Channel 5 
Mixed Martial Arts 


e Bellator: Live & Highlights on Spike TV and Channel 5 
e BAMMA: Live on Spike TV and Channel 5 


Athletics 


e Great Birmingham Run: Live on Channel 5 
e Great South Run: Live on Channel 5 
e Great Birmingham 10k: Live on Channel 5 


Controversy[edit] 
Adult entertainment[edit] 


In 1998, the channel began to show more risqué late-night programmes such as 
Compromising Situations, Hotline and the controversially explicit Sex and 
Shopping. In 1999, there was a large increase in adult entertainment shown on 
the channel, including UK Raw and Red Shoe Diaries, giving the channel a 
reputation for being home to hours of pornography.” Adult entertainment, live 
football, and the 21:00 films were the main source of viewing for the channel at 
the time.” As the broadcaster entered the 2000s, changes were made to 
address this problem. The level of adult entertainment was scaled back, and 
reality shows such as Naked Jungle and The Mole proved popular. However, 
other reality shows such as Touch the Truck and Jailbreak were less successful. 


The Farm{edit] 


The channel attracted some controversy for its reality series The Farm in 2004 
and 2005.22 The show, which revolved around celebrities working on a farm, 
saw Rebecca Loos masturbating a pig in order to collect semen. 


See also[edit] 


e Channel 5 (UK) 
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SELECT 


Launched 13 February 2018 


Network Channel 5 


Owned by ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe 


Picture 16:9 576i SDTV 


format 


Audience 0.28% (June 2019, BARB) 


share 


Country United Kingdom 


Language English 


Replaced My5 


Sister List[show] 

channel(s) 

Website channel5.com 
Availability 
Terrestrial 

Freeview Channel 55 

Satellite 

Freesat Channel 133 

Sky Channel 159 

(UK only) 


Astra 2G 10964 H 22000 5/6 
Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 152 


5Select is a British free-to-air television channel which 
features documentaries and dramas and Channel 5 original content.“ It is owned 
by Channel 5 Broadcasting Ltd. 


History[edit] 


Channel 5 were set to launch a new channel called 5Prime. It was going to be a catch- 
up channel, launching in January 2018, but it was never officially launched. A month 


later, 5Prime was rebranded as 5Select and it launched at 9:00am on 13 February 2018, 
with the first programme, Access, being shown. 


Programming[edit] 
First-run[edit] 


e Access 

e The Dog Rescuers: Best in Show 
e The Secret Life of Owls 

e Striking Out 

e The Yorkshire Vet Casebook 

e World War 1 in Colour 


Second-run[edit] 


e Alaska: A Year in the Wild 

e Ben Fogle: New Lives in the Wild 
e The Dog Rescuers 

e GPs: Behind Closed Doors 

e Home and Away 

e The Hotel Inspector 

e Loch Lomond: A Year in the Wild 
e Neighbours 

e Yorkshire: A Year in the Wild 

e The Yorkshire Vet 


References[edit] 
1. ^ "What is 5SELECT?". www.faqs.channel5.com. Retrieved 11 February 2018. 
2. ^ Information from What's on TV, magazine dated February 10th until February 16, 2018. 
3. ^ "New C5 service to be called 5Select". a516digital. 


External links[edit] 


e 5Select at Channel5.com 
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This article is about the British television channel. For other uses, see Five star. 


5Star 


SSTAR 


Launched 15 October 2006 


Network Channel 5 


Owned by ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe 


Picture 16:9 576i SDTV 


format 


Audience 0.53% 
share 0.06% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 


Language English 


Formerly Five Life (2006-08) 
called Fiver (2008-11) 

5* (2011-16) 
Sister List[show] 
channel(s) 


Timeshift 5Star +1 


service 


Website channel5.com/5star 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 30 
Channel 56 (+1) 


Satellite 
Freesat Channel 131 
Sky Channel 128 
(UK only) Channel 228 (+1) 
Astra 2G 10964 H 22000 5/6 


10964 H 22000 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 151 
Channel 186 (+1) 


WightFibre Channel 15 


Streaming media 


TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


5Star (stylized as 5STAR) is a British free-to-air television channel owned by Viacom. It 
originally launched as the female-orientated Five Life on 15 October 2006, and was 
rebranded as Fiver on 28 April 2008 with a revised version of the same concept. The 
channel later re-branded as 5* on 7 March 2011, and later to its current name on 11 
February 2016. 


History[edit] 
2006-08: Five Life[ľedit] 
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A collage of excerpt images from 5STAR’s launch as Five Life. Note that the images date back to 
c. October 2006. 


The channel was intended to be a female-orientated channel with an emphasis on 
lifestyle programming.“ Channel 5 announced that programming on launch would 
include The Ellen DeGeneres Show, Love My Way, Windfall, Angela's Eyes, and a 
weekday double-bill of the chat show Trisha Goddard. On 16 October 2006, a day 
following the channel's launch, Australian soap opera Home and Away began airing from 
episode 4212 (Season 19, Episode 112). New episodes are shown Monday to Friday ina 
'First Look' screening with episodes following the Channel 5 airing. Repeats of popular 
female-skewing dramas, both nationally and internationally produced, were soon 
acquired. Following the channel's launch, a time-shift version of the channel was 
launched in summer 2007.2! 


2008-11: Fiver[edit] 


Five Life relaunched as Fiver in 2008 while still targeting female audiences, the channel 
was re-positioned with a "younger, faster, louder" concept, meant to compete with Sky_ 
Living. On-air presentation reflected this shift with a "cursor" motif, typing out words 
reflecting programs and current events. 


2011-16: 5*[edit] 


In 2011, the channel was re-launched again, as 5* (pronounced "Five Star"). The new 
brand focused on a "fun-loving" concept, with initial acquisitions including $h*! My Dad 
Says, Better with You and Parenthood. On 11 April 2011, 5* reduced its broadcast 
hours to 13:00 to 00:00, replacing the hours withdrawn with more teleshopping. ieten 
needed When some of these new programs failed to make much of an impact in the 
channel's ratings, several were dropped and replaced by new locally produced and 
acquired programming. These included the American series 8 Simple Rules, 10 Things I 
Hate About You, Alphas and The Lying Game." 


In 2012, in consort with Channel 5's acquisition of the series, 5* began airing the Big 
Brother companion show Big Brother: Live from the House, which aired 60 minutes of 
live feed following every eviction show. In 2013, after Live from the House set ratings 
records for the channel, the programme was expanded to two hours nightly.“ However, 


ratings were at a share below that of the channel's average, with just 70,000 watching 
the first live feeds.4 Subsequently, the live feeds were shut down and the spin-off show 
last aired in June 2013. Also in 2013, American Idol moved to 5* from ITV2. 

‘1 Continuing the channel's venture into reality based programming, Ta/lafornia was 
acquired from Ireland's TV3 and this was soon joined by Bar Rescue, World's Worst 
Tenants and Top 20 Funniest in 2014.1% 


The current schedule includes a variety of programming, including the aforementioned 
reality series, as well as the first-run rights to Helix, the second-run rights to American 
series Falling Skies, Under the Dome and The Walking Dead, and Australian soap 
operas Home & Away and Neighbours. Popular documentary series shared with Channel 
5 air throughout the daytime and primetime hours, such as The Gadget Show. 


The time-shift version of the channel was shut down on 3 February 2014 and replaced 
by Channel 5 +24.24 The channel returned later, launching on Freesat on 16 September 
2014 and Sky in the UK and Ireland on 4 November 2014, replacing BET +1 on the 
platform. The addition of the channel in Ireland was an error, thus it was removed on 6 
November 2014. 


On 11 February 2016, as part of an overall re-branding of Channel 5's networks 
following their acquisition by Viacom, the channel was re-branded as 5Star.“2 


Ratings[edit] 


The launch of Five Life was at the time ranked as the worst received multichannel 
launch for a terrestrial broadcaster, only managing to achieve a primetime share of 
0.21%.23! Following the channel's relaunch as Fiver in 2008, the all-day share for the 
channel has been between 0.5-0.6%. The highest rated series airing on the channel 
are Home & Away, Neighbours and the weeknight showings of primetime movies. The 
highest rating for the channel is held by Big Brother: Live from the House, when it 
received just over one million viewers and an audience share of over five percent in 
2013. 


Current programming[edit] 
First-run[edit] 


e 100% Hotter (2016-present) 

e Access (2011-present) 

e Airport 24/7: Thailand (2019-present) 

e Baby Ballroom (2017-present) 

e Baby Faced Mums (2016-present) 

e Badass Brides (2017-present) 

e Bad Teen to Ballroom Queen (2018-present) 
e Britain's Naughtiest Nursery (2019-present) 
e Celebrity Ghost Hunt (2017-present) 

e Celeb Road Trip: Lost in Transylvania (2018-present) 
e Celebs on the Farm (2018-present) 

e Celebs on the Ranch (2019-present) 

e Channel Zero (2016-present) 

e Clink (2019-present) 

e Dirty Tricks (2019-present) 


Don't Tell The Doctor (2017-present) 

Drag Kids (also known as Kids in Drag: We're Fabulous!) (2019-present) 
Empire (2017-present) 

Extreme Hair Wars (2018-present) 

e Fresh Off the Boat (2017-present) 

e Get Your Tatts Out: Kavos Ink (2017-present) 

e Greatest Ever Movie Blunders (2018-present) 

e Greatest Ever TV Blunders (2018-present) 

e Home and Away (16 October 2006-present) (first look) 

e Impact Wrestling (2019-present) 

e It's Your Fault I'm Fat (2019-present) 

e Last Man Standing (2018-present) 

e Old School For Lazy Kids (2019-present) 
e The Magicians (2016-present) 

e Prison Life (2018-present) 

e Rich Kids Go Homeless (2019-present) 
e Rich Kids Go Skint (2018-present) 

e Rich Kids, Skint Holiday (2019-present) 


Riverdale (2018-present) 
Secret Admirer (2018-present) 
Sex Pod (2016-present) 
Sing It On (2016-present) 
Star (2017-present) 
Strip Date (2016-present) 
Top 20 Funniest (2014-present) 
Tower Block Kids (2018-present) 
The Shocking Truth About Food (2019-present) 
Undercover Twins (2019-present) 
e Wentworth' (2016-present) 
e When Kids Kill (2016-present) 
e When Teens Kill (2018-present) 
e World's Wildest Holidays (2018-present) 
e Young, Dumb & Banged Up in the Sun (2018-present) 
e You're the Worst (2016-present) 


Second-run[edit] 


3rd Rock from the Sun (2019-present) 
Will & Grace (2018-present) 
Neighbours (2008-present) 

Gilmore Girls (2013-present) 

Falling Skies (2013-present) 

Under the Dome (2013-present) 

16 & Pregnant (2015-present) 
Catfish: The TV Show (2015-present) 
Teen Mom (2015-present) 

American Horror Story (2015-present) 
e My Wife and Kids (2015-present) 


That '70s Show (2015-present) 

Dance Moms (2016-present) 

Teen Wolf (2015-present) 

Finding Carter (2017-present) 

e Dance Squad (2017-present) 

e The Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air (2017-present) 

e According to Jim (2017-present) 

e 8 Simple Rules (2011, 2017-present) 

e Two and a Half Men (2018-present) (Seasons 1-8 only) 
e Smallville (2019-present) 


Former programming[edit] 


Angela's Eyes (2006) 

The Ellen DeGeneres Show (2006-2007) 
Love My Way (2006-2007) 

Sofia's Diary (2006) 

The Trisha Goddard Show (2006-2010) 
Windfall (2006) 

Trust Me - I'm a Beauty Therapist (2006) 
Dawson's Creek (2006-2009) 

Bad Girls (2007-2009) 

Footballers' Wives (2007-2010) 

Step It Up and Dance (2007) 

Fifth Gear (2007-2010) 

Stylista (2007-2008) 

Make Me a Supermodel! Extra (2007-2008) 
Colin and Justin's How Not to Decorate (2007) 
My Name Is Earl (2013-2015) (moved to 5USA) 
Gay, Straight or Taken? (2008) 

Nice House, Shame About the Garden! (2008-2010) 
Ocean Force (2008-2010) 

Celebrity Rehab (2009) 

Joey (2009) 

Big Love (2009) 

Farmer Wants a Wife (2009-2010) 

Minder (2009) 

Dirt (2009-2011) 

Sex and the City (2009-2013) 

Almost Live from Studio Five (2009) 

Out of the Blue (2009-2010) 

Rich Bride, Poor Bride (2009) 

Vets in Action (2009-2011) 

The Wright Stuff (2009-2011) 

Better with You (2010) 

Parenthood (2010-2011) 

Pingu (2017-2018) 

$#*! My Dad Says (2010-2011) 


Malcolm in the Middle (2011-2013) (now on Comedy Central) 
Chuck (2011-2012) 

Archer (2011-2014) 

10 Things | Hate About You (2011) 

e Alphas (2011-2012) 

e Californication (2011-2012) 

e The Lying Game (2012-2013) 

e The Walking Dead (2012-2014) (moved to 5Spike) 
Tallafornia (2014) 

BAMMA (2013-2015) (moved to 5Spike) 

Bar Rescue (2014-2015) (moved to 5Spike) 

World's Worst Tenants (2014-2015) 

Eye Candy (2015) 

Helix (2014) (moved to 5Spike) 

Scrubs (2015-2016) (moved from Viva) 

Ridiculousness (2015-2017) 

SpongeBob SquarePants (2017) 

South Park (2017) 

Big Brother: Live from the House (2013, 2015) 

Big Brother's Bit on the Side (2013, 2015) 

Celebrity Big Brother: Live from the House (2013, 2015) 
Celebrity Big Brother's Bit on the Side (2013, 2015) 
Celebrity Big Brother (2017) (first look episode on Saturdays) 
Aftermath (2016) 

Heroes Reborn (2016) 

The Shannara Chronicles (2016-2017) 

Emerald City (2017) 


Notes[edit] 


e ^I Several documentary series shared with Channel 5 air on 5Star. However, the 
titles that come to 5Star change too sporadically to pinpoint what specifically airs 
first-run or second-run to the channel. 


lfe 


Five Life logo 
(15 October 2006 - 28 April 2008) 


Logos[edit] 


BFIVER 


First Fiver logo 
(28 April 2008 - 7 October 2008) 


Final Fiver logo 
(7 October 2008 - 7 March 2011) 


5* logo 
(7 March 2011 - 11 February 2016) 


' SSTAR 


5Star logo 
(11 February 2016 - 1 September 2019) 


' SSTAR 


5Star logo 
(2 September 2019 - present) 
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Launched 16 October 2006 
Network Channel 5 
Owned by Channel 5 Broadcasting 


Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 


| Audience share 0.82% 


5USA 


= US/) 


(ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe) 


0.06% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 
Language English 
Formerly Five US (2006-09) 
called Five USA (2009-11) 
Sister List[show] 
channel(s) 
Timeshift 5USA +1 
service 
Website channel5.com/5usa 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 21 


Channel 57 (+1) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 129 
Channel 130 (+1) 


Sky (UK only) Channel 141 
Channel 169 (Scotland only) 
Channel 241 (+1) 
Channel 269 (+1) (Scotland only) 


Astra 2G 10964 H 22000 5/6 


10964 H 22000 5/6 (+1) 
Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 153 
Channel 185 (+1) 


WightFibre Channel 16 


Streaming media 


FilmOn Watch live 

Sky Go Watch live 

Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 


5USA is a British free-to-air television channel. It is owned by Viacom and is a sister 
channel of Channel 5, 5Spike, 5Star and 5Select. It was launched on 16 October 2006 
as Five US and was the second digital terrestrial television channel in the UK to be 
launched by RTL Group (the owner at the time) as part of their multi-channel strategy, 
the first being Five Life (now 5Star). 5USA concentrates on showing imported movies 
and programmes from the United States. The channel's original broadcast hours were 
from 4:00pm to 01:00am, however it extended its hours starting at 12:00pm in June 
2007. On 1 November 2015, the channel extended its hours again and began 
broadcasting from 7:00am until 3:00am. The channel changes its programme slots and 
shows from time to time. 


British comedian Russell Kane was the ‘face of the channel’, presenting short clips 
between some programmes which acted as space fillers to comply with advertising 
regulations in the UK (UK regulation allows fewer minutes of advertising than in the US) 
until 16 February 2009. The music used during the idents until February 2009 was "The 
Dress Looks Nice on You!" and "Jacksonville" by Sufjan Stevens. 


On 28 August 2007, Five US launched a timeshift channel named Five US +1 available 
only on Sky."! On 22 January 2009, it was announced that Five US would be rebranded 
to Five USA on 16 February (amended to 5USA in March 2011 as part of a corporate 
rebranding) .2!! 


The channel's highest ratings to date were on 12 February 2008 for the second part of 
the CSI: Crime Scene Investigation and Without a Trace crossover. The show averaged 
2.580 million viewers between 10:00pm and 11:00pm equating to a multichannel share 
of 13.9%. Those numbers made the show the most-watched multichannel programme in 
its slot - beating every other channel (digital and analogue) aside from BBC One, and is 
currently one of the highest ratings for a multichannel in the United Kingdom. 


Current programming[edit] 
First-run[edit] 


Chicago PD (2014-present) 
Taken (2018-present) 


Training Day (2018) 
The Detail (2018) 


Second-run[edit] 


NCIS (2007-present) 

The Mentalist (2009-present) 

Longmire (2013-present) 

Castle (2014-present) 

NCIS: Los Angeles (2014-present) 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit (2014-present)? 
Gotham (2014-present) 

NCIS: New Orleans (2015-present) 
Rookie Blue (2015-present) 

CSI: Cyber (2015-2016) 

Chicago Fire (2016-present) 

Criminal Minds: Suspect Behavior (2016) 
Law & Order: LA (2017-present) 

Bull (2017-present) 

Chicago Justice (2018) 

Grimm (2018) 

Criminal Minds: Beyond Borders (2018-present) 
Perception (2019-present) 

Gone (2019-present) 

Ransom (2019-present) 

Private Eyes (2019-present) 

Hannibal (2019-present) 


Repeats[edit] 


Series that on/off repeat older episodes on the channel. 


Columbo - Complete Series (Also Shown on ITV4) 
CSI: Crime Scene Investigation - Complete Series 
CSI: Miami - Complete Series 

CSI: NY - Complete Series 

CSI Cyber - Series 1 

Diagnosis: Murder - Complete Series. 

Law & Order - Series 7-20 

Law & Order: Special Victims Unit - Series 4-14 
Law & Order: Criminal Intent - Series 5-10 


NCIS - Series 1-12 

NCIS: Los Angeles - Series 1-5 

NCIS: New Orleans - Series 1-3 
Person of Interest - Series 1-5 


Former programming[edit] 


30 Rock (2006-2008) 

Happy Days (2006-2008) 

The Fall Guy (2006-2009) 

Mission: Impossible (2006-2008) 

CSI: Crime Scene Investigation (2006-2015) 
CSI: Miami (2006-2013)4 

CSI: NY (2006-2014)4 

Whacked Out Sports (2006-2008) 
NASCAR (2006-2009) 

NBA (2006-2009) 

NEL including Super Bowl (2006-2009) 
NHRA Powerade Drag Series (2006-2009) 
The Unit (2006-2009) 

Conviction (2006) 

Pros vs. Joes (2006-2010) 

Sex and the City (2006-2011) 

IndyCar Series (2006-2009) 
Nightmares & Dreamscapes: From the Stories of Stephen King (2006) 
Numbers (2006-2011) 

David Beckham's Soccer USA (2007) 
Joey (2007) 

Vanished (2007) 

House (2007) 

Everybody Hates Chris (2007-2009) 
The Nine (2007) 

Killer Instinct (2007) 

Shark (2007-2009) 

Medical Investigation (2007-2008) 
Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles (2008-2010) 
Pimp My Ride (2009) 

The Beast (2009) 

The Shield (2009) - Series 7 only. 

The Guardian (2009) 

Sons of Anarchy (2009-2013) 

Blade: The Series (2010) 

Human Target (2010-2011) 

Dark Blue (2010-2011) 

Justified (2010-2013)4 

Breaking Bad (2011) 

True Justice (2011-2012): 

Chuck (2012-2013)4 


Archer (2013-2014) 

Body of Proof (2013-2014)4 

Dallas (2014) 

Ironside (2014) 

e Betrayal (2014) 

e Played (2014) 

e Law & Order (2014-2016): 

e Cedar Cove (2014-2015) 

e My Name Is Earl (2015-2016) 

e The Mysteries of Laura (2015-2016) 


Logos[edit] 


Five US logo 
(16 October 2006 - 16 February 2009) 


` FIVE. 


Five USA logo 
(16 February 2009 - 7 March 2011) 


mS USA 


First 5USA logo 
(7 March 2011 - 11 February 2016) 


SUS. 


5USA logo 
(11 February 2016 - present) 


Notes/[edit] 


e ^I Series nine through fourteen were aired first-run on Channel 5. From the 
eighteenth series, 5USA obtained the first-run rights to the series. 

e ^2 Series one through three and the first two episodes of the fourth series were 
aired first-run on 5Star. From the third episode of series four, 5USA obtained the 
first-run rights to the series. 

e ^3 Universal Channel has first-run rights to Law & Order: Special Victims Unit in the 
United Kingdom, as of 2014. Universal Channel is currently airing the sixteenth 
series. Channel 5 had second-run rights to all series, up until the twelfth series. 
From the thirteenth series, aired in 2015, 5USA has second-run rights to the series. 

e ^4 5USA has finished airing episodes to this first-run or second-run series and is 
currently rerunning episodes in their schedules, as of 2015. 
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This article is about the United Kingdom variant of Spike. For the channel! in the United 
States formerly named Spike, see Paramount Network. For the Dutch version of the 
channel, see Spike (Dutch TV channel). 


§ Spike 


Launched 15 April 2015 


Network Channel 5 


Owned by ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe 


Picture 576i 16:9 SDTV 


format 


Audience 0.56% 


share 0.01% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 
Slogan Live it like Spike 
Country United Kingdom 


Language English 


Formerly Spike (2015-17) 
called 

Sister List[show] 
channel(s) 


Timeshift 5Spike +1 


service 
Website channel5.com/5spike 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 31 
Satellite 


Freesat Channel 141 


Sky (UK only) Channel 150 
Channel 250 (+1) 


Astra 2G 10964 H 22000 5/6 
10964 H 22000 5/6 (+1) 


Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 154 
Streaming media 


TvPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


5Spike is a British free-to-air television channel owned by Viacom. Launching on 15 
April 2015 on Freeview, it is a multiplex channel of Channel 5 and localised version of 
the American channel Spike (now Paramount Network). It primarily airs entertainment 
programs including action and drama series, police documentaries, programming from 
its U.S. counterpart, and mixed martial arts. 


History[edit] 


Following Viacom's acquisition of Channel 5, it was reported that a local version of the 
male skewing U.S. channel Spike would be launching in the United Kingdom. These 
reports were confirmed in late 2014, with the channel proposed to 

replace Viva on Freeview.® The channel is operated under the auspices of Channel 5's 
programming director Ben Frow; of Spike's lineup, he described the service as a "driven, 
high-energy channel offering a point of view and programme mix | think is different 
from anything else on British TV right now." 


Spike launched on 15 April 2015 on Freeview channel 31, displacing 5 USA; although it 
was originally announced that Spike would replace Viva entirely on Freeview, Viva was 
instead moved to a different channel and reduced to two hours per-day to conserve 
bandwidth for Spike, with 5 USA taking on its previous channel allotment. 224122 Among 
its first programmes, the premiere of Police Interceptors Unleashed was seen by 
137,000 viewers.” 


On 31 October 2017, Spike was rebranded as 5Spike to closer associate itself with its 
sister channels. 


A British version of Spike's successor in the US, Paramount Network, launched 4 July 
2018.8 


Programming[edit] 


The channel's lineup draws primarily from the original programmes produced by its U.S 
counterpart, including Police Interceptors, Catch a Contractor, and Lip Sync 

Battle among others. The channel also airs imported U.S dramas, from modern dramas 
such as Breaking Bad (notably marking the first time the entire series would be 
broadcast by British television; only the first two seasons were shown by Fox and 5 USA, 
with the remainder available via Netflix), Sons of Anarchy, Terminator: The Sarah 
Connor Chronicles and The Walking Dead, to classic shows such as The X-Files, The A- 
Team and Knight Rider. Spike also carries original British productions, such as Police 
Interceptors Unleashed (a spin-off of the Channel 5 series again with a similar 
programme called Traffic Cops),4 and repeats of some of Channel 5's factual 
programmes. 2201 


As in the U.S,“4 mixed-martial arts also comprises a portion of Spike's lineup, with 
British TV rights to Bellator MMA and, under a new long-term deal, exclusive rights 
to BAMMA events beginning with BAMMA 20 on 25 April 2015.22 


Original programming[edit] 

e BAMMA 

e Car Crash TV 

e Criminals: Caught on Camera (also known as Caught on Camera) 
e Fights, Camera, Action 

e Outrageous Stunts (also known as Stunt Science) 

e Police Interceptors Takedown 

e Police Interceptors Unleashed 


From Channel 5[ec 


e Bad Tenants, Rogu 
e Ben Fogle: New Liv 
e Can't Pay? We'll Te 
e Chris Tarrant: Extr 


e Seconds From Death: Caught on Camera (also known as The World's E awagy Bunner 
: e Eddie Stobart: Truc 
Deadliest...) The Gadget Sh 
e Lhe Gaaget show 
e Sewermen e uaage ow 


e /t Takes A Thief To 


attoo Disasters U e Nightmare Tenant: 


e Trucking Hell 


e Ultimate Boxxer e Police Interceptors 
e Under Attack e Robson's Extreme 
e World's Deadliest Weather: Caught on Camera (also known as The World's ° eee i 

Deadliest Weather) e UK's Strongest Mal 
e World's Wildest Flights e Weather Terror 


e Winter Road Rescu 
e World's Scariest... 
e World's Strongest | 


From Spike US[edit] 


e Bar Rescue 

e Bellator MMA 

e Caraoke Showdown 

e Catch a Contractor 

e Cops 

e Framework 

e Frankenfood 

e Hungry Investors (renamed as Restaurant Rescue) 
e Life or Debt 


e Lip Sync Battle 
e Sweat Inc. 


Imported[edit] 


e Airport Security: Peru 

e Airwolf 

e Animal Fight Club 

e The A-Team 

e Battlebots 

e Black Sails 

e Boy to Man (renamed as Wildman: Extreme Adventurer) 
e Behind Bars: The World's Toughest Prisons (renamed as World's Toughest Prisons) 
e Breaking Bad 

e Cimarron Strip (renamed as The Cimarron Strip) 

e Fail Army 

e Fugitive Black Ops (renamed as Manhunt: Kill or Capture) 
e From Dusk Till Dawn: The Series 

e Gangland Undercover 


e Helix 

e Impact Wrestling 
e Justified 

e Klondike 


e Knight Rider 
e Lockdown (renamed as America's Toughest Prisons) 
e Megastructures 


e 19-2 
e Olympus 
e Powers 


e The Player 

e Running Wild with Bear Grylls 

e Six 

e 60 Days In (renamed as 60 Days In Jail) 

e Sons of Anarchy 

e Spartacus 

e Street Hawk 

e Strongman Champions League 

e Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles 
e Transporter: The Series 

e The Walking Dead 

e Vikings 

e The Virginian 

e Weather Gone Viral (renamed as Extreme Weather: Caught on Camera) 
e Wild Catch (renamed as Chasing Monsters) 
e Wynonna Earp 

e The X-Files 


Most watched programmes[edit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched shows on Spike, based on Live +7 data 
supplied by BARB up to 17 March 2019.42, The number of viewers does not include 
repeats or airings on 5Spike +1. 


Facade Number of 
p Viewers 


The Expendables 2 359,000 27 March 2016 
Hao dumna 343,000 20 May 2018 
Navarone 
12 February 
Centurion N/A 328,000 5017 
27 December 

335,000 2017 
The Expendables 3 

327,000 26 March 2017 


Battle of Britain 


306,500 9 March 2019 


Transporter: The 2.07 - Sex, Lies and 303.000 19 February 
Series Video Tapes ; 2016 
Trucking Hell 1.02 - Episode Two 294,000 24 May 2018 


Hummingbird 
= a ae 
7 October 
is 


Hang ‘Em High 


See also[edit] 


i. elevision portal 
SS c] - - 
=tSunitea Kingdom portal 


e Spike (Australian TV channel) 


e Spike (Dutch TV channel) 


References[edit] 


1. 


2. 
3: 


^ Jump up to:2 * “Viacom to launch Spike TV in UK". Broadcast. 8 October 2014. 
Retrieved 5 March2015. 

^ “Freeview Channel Updates: April 2015". a516digital. Retrieved 10 July 2015. 

* "Spike launches 15 April and some channels are moving". Freeview. Retrieved 10 
July2015. 

* "Spike TV to launch with Breaking Bad". Broadcast. 20 March 2015. Retrieved 20 
March2015. 

^ Munn, Patrick (26 March 2015). "VIMN To Launch Spike UK on April 15th; Picks Up UK 


Rights to Olympus, Justified, Sons & Anarchy and More". TVWise. Retrieved 26 
March2015. 


^ "Dire UTV Ireland could learn a thing or two from Spike". Herald.ie. Retrieved 25 
April2015. 


^ Jump up to:2 * “Breaking Bad helps Spike to solid launch night". Broadcast Now. 
Retrieved 25 April2015. 


^ White, Peter (8 June 2018). "Viacom To Launch Paramount Network In The UK In July 
With 'Suits' & 'The Mick'". Deadline. Retrieved 8 June 2018. 


^ "Spike to Launch in U.K. with ‘Breaking Bad,' 'Walking Dead,' 'Sons of 
Anarchy". Variety. Retrieved 25 April 2015. 


. ^ "Spike TV: the best and worst of the new channel's brogramming". The Guardian. 


London: Guardian Media Group. 15 April 2015. Retrieved 25 April 2015. 


. A "Mr. Friday Night Lights Out? Joe Schilling eyes PBC Boxing in addition to Bellator and 


GLORY". MMAMania (SBNation). Vox Media. Retrieved 25 April 2015. 


. ^ "BAMMA makes deal with Spike TV in the UK". Bloody Elbow (SBNation). Vox Media. 


Retrieved 25 April 2015. 


. ^ BARB, via [1] 


External links[edit] 


e 5Spike at Channel5.com 


Paramount Network (UK) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the current Paramount Network channel. For the channel formerly 
known as The Paramount Channel, later Paramount Comedy, see Comedy Central (UK 
and Ireland). 


Paramount Network 


Launched 


Network 


Owned by 


Picture 


format 


Audience 


share 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast 


area 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


NETWORK 


4 July 2018 


Channel 5 


ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe 


10801 HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for the SDTV feed) 


0.23% (June 2019, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


English 


United Kingdom 


List[show] 


Official website 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 54 
Satellite 

Freesat Channel 132 

Sky (UK only) Channel 153 


Astra 2F 11344 H 27500 5/6 
28.2°E 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 187 (HD) 
Channel 188 


Paramount Network is a British free-to-air television channel operated by Channel 5 
Broadcasting.” It features a range of programming from the Channel 5 stable as well as 
other content from the UK and US. 231141 


The channel was launched on 4 July 2018", but ceased to be available via satellite in 
Ireland on 13 July 2018 having supposedly been made available only by mistake™, even 
though the channel had been promoted to Irish viewers before launch.’ The channel 
can still be accessed on Sky Ireland by adding it via the extra channel. 


The channel launched a high-definition feed exclusively on Virgin Media on 21 July 2018. 
181[9] 


On 7 January 2020, Paramount Network will merge with 5Spike mirroring the US 
channel's change in 2018, will move to 5Spike's former slots on Freeview, Sky and 
Virgin Media, and launch a one-hour timeshift channel on Sky." 


Programming[edit] 


The first show to be aired on Paramount Network (UK) was the pilot episode of Gilmore 
Girls, broadcast at 13.00 on 4 July 2018.44 


Imported[edit] 


e Aftermath 

e Agent Carter 

e American Horror Story 
e Arrow 

e Channel Zero 

e CSI: Miami 


e CSI: NY 
e Designated Survivor 


e Empire 

e Gilmore Girls 

e Grimm 

e Heroes Reborn 
e House 


e Impractical Jokers US 
e LA to Vegas 

e Lip Sync Battle US 

e Life in Pieces 


e Six 

e Sleepy Hollow 
e Suits 

e Taken 

e Training Day 
e Teen Wolf 

e The Mick 


e The Office US 

e The Strain 

e The X-Files 

e Vikings 

e When Calls the Heart 
e Will & Grace 

e Wynonna Earp 


From Channel 5[edit] 


e Access 

e Greatest Ever Celebrity Wind Ups 

e Home and Away 

e Make You Laugh Out Loud 

e Neighbours 

e Now That's Funny 

e Rosamunde Pilcher: Coming Home 

e Rosamunde Pilcher: Fighting For Her Family 
e Rosamunde Pilcher's Four Seasons 

e Rosamunde Pilcher: The Unknown Heart 
e Ultimate Celebrity Power Couples 
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For the former TV channel, see Channel 5 (UK) § My5. 
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show 


Screenshot 
Original author(s) Channel 5 


Developer(s) Channel 5 (UK) 


Operating system Windows 
macOS 
Linux 


Xbox 360 


PlayStation 3 
PlayStation 4 


Roku 

Now TV 
Type Television catch-up 
Website my5.tv 


My5 (previously Five Download and later Demand 5) is the brand name of video-on- 
demand services offered by Channel 5 in the United Kingdom. The service went live on 
26 June 2008.™ 


As Five Download, the service offered downloads in Windows Media Video format of the 
US imports CS/, House and Grey's Anatomy. Individual episodes of them could be 
‘rented’, with some episodes available 7 days before they appeared on TV. 


More varied content from Channel 5's programming has become available since June 
2008, with a wider prevalence of free content offered for 30 days after broadcast. In 
January 2009, Demand 5 began to offer content in the Flash Video format, allowing 
users with Apple Macintosh computers to access their content.” 


Web platforms[edit] 
My5 website[edit] 


My5 is the main source of on-demand programmes from Viacom services like Channel 
5, 5Star and Pluto TV. It offers a 7-day catch-up service as well as an archive of shows 
from the past. & 


Facebook[edit] 


Demand 5 launched on Facebook in August 2010, becoming the first television network 
in the world to embed its programming into the social networking site. 


SeeSawledit] 


Demand 5 had been available on SeeSaw since the launch of the service, with access to 
Demand 5's archive of shows such as Cowboy Builders, Fifth Gear, Home and 

Away, Neighbours and many more. In September 2011, all Demand 5 content was 
removed from SeeSaw.#! 


TV.com[edit] 


In February 2010, Demand 5 launched on TV.com with around 250 hours of archive 
content as well as catch-up.™ This represented the first major deal for long-form content 
in Europe for TV.com. As part of the deal, advertising is sold by Channel 5's now-relative 
company CBS Interactive. 


YouTube[edit] 


Demand 5 is also partly available on YouTube, launching in the United Kingdom on 4 
December 2009.22 Demand 5's catch-up content reaches YouTube shortly after TV 
transmission and users are able to browse 250 hours of the broadcaster's archive 
content. 


Television platforms[edit] 
BT Vision[edit] 


Demand 5 launched on BT Vision on 7 October 2008.22 Demand 5 was removed from BT 
Vision on 6 October 2010,22 although the two companies continued discussions in a bid 
to reinstate the service, having previously stalled during contract renegotiations.” The 
service returned to BT Vision in May 2011. 


Freesat[edit] 


Demand 5 is available as part of Freesat's second generation Free Time guide, having 
been added on 6 August 2013, offering the last seven days of programming integrated 
to the TV guide.” 


Roku[edit] 


On 26 July 2013, Now TV released a Now TV-branded Roku streaming box, including a 
Demand 5 app.“= Three days after the release of the Now TV Box, Roku added Demand 
5 to its own range of streaming devices.” The Roku service continued to operate in the 
Demand 5 format until December 2018, when it was upgraded to My5. 


Skyledit] 


On 26 July 2012, it was announced that Demand 5 would be added to On Demand later 
in the year.» The service was made available on 26 September 2012. 


Televisions and Blu-ray players[edit] 


In September 2009, an agreement was reached to make Demand 5 is available 
through Sony's Blu-ray Disc players, Blu-ray home cinema systems and Smart TVs, via 
the BRAVIA Internet Video service.2# 


On 13 May 2011, it was announced that Demand 5 would also be available 
on Samsung's Smart TVs through their Samsung Smart TV service.22 On 16 January 
2013 a Demand 5 app was launched and is available to download on Samsung Apps.22 


Virgin Media[edit] 


Demand 5 is available on Virgin Media's cable television service, offering programmes 
for 7 days after broadcast since November 2010.24 


YouView[edit] 


Demand 5 was one of four services available at the launch of YouView in July 2012. At 
launch the Demand 5 app contained options to resume watching recent programmes, 
access favourites, browse featured programmes or a full list of shows, find similar 
programmes or more episodes and an integrated search bar. 21 


Game consoles[edit] 
PlayStation[edit] 


An application for Sony PlayStation 3 owners was made available on 9 April 2013, 
and PlayStation 4 in November 2013.22! 


From December 2018, the Demand 5 app was retired from all platforms and replaced by 
My5,241 


Xbox[edit] 


On 5 October 2011, it was announced that My5 (Demand 5 at the time) would be made 
available on Xbox 360°!" and was later made available on Xbox One 


As with the PS3 app, the Demand 5 Xbox app was retired in December 2018.24 


Mobile platforms[edit] 
iOS devices[edit] 


A Big Brother Demand 5 app for the iPad, iPod Touch and iPhone launched on 19 August 
2011, the app offered a 30-day catch-up service for Big Brother content. The app has 
been extended to incorporate catch-up content from Channel 5, 5* and 5USA, creating 
an overall Demand 5 app.2! The app is compatible with iOS 4.2 or later.22 Reviews of 
the app have been very poor due to, among other issues, that Demand 5 can only be 
used on Wifi networks, rather than 3G or 4G"! 


Android[edit] 


On 16 May 2013, Demand5 was launched on a range of Samsung Galaxy Android 
devices including smartphone and tablets. 


Windows Phone[edit] 


On 25 November 2013, Demand5 was launched for mobile phone handsets running 
the Windows Phone 8 platform. 


Programming[edit] 


In addition to programming taken from Viacom services like 5USA, BET and Pluto TV 
Drama, My5 now acts as the on-demand service for a number of other UK channels and 
programme content owners =, 


Viacom Channels[edit] 


The line-up of Viacom-owned services/brands on My5 (as of October 1, 2019) is as 
follows: 


e BET 

e Channel 5 
e 5Spike 

e 5Star 

e 5USA 


e Paramount Network 
e Pluto TV Drama 


e Pluto TV Food 


e Pluto TV Movies 


Other Channels[edit] 


e Blaze 


e PBS America 
e Real Stories 


e Together TV 


See also[edit] 


e BBC iPlayer 

e ITV Hub 

e All4 
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Not to be confused with News5. 


5 News 


Presented by Sian Williams 
Claudia-Liza Armah 


Bridgid Nzekwu 


‘Country of origin United Kingdom 
Original language(s) English 

Production 
Producer(s) ITN (1997-2004, 2012-) 


Sky News (2005-12) 


Editor(s) Rachel Corp 


Camera setup Multi-camera 


Running time 30 minutes 
Release 
Original network Channel 5 


Original release 31 March 1997 - 


present 
Chronology 


Related shows OK! TV 


Access 
External links 


Website 


5 News is the news programme of British broadcaster Channel 5 produced by ITN from 
their main newsroom on Grays Inn Road, London. 


From 1 January 2005, Sky News was awarded the contract to provide the news for 
Channel 5, replacing ITN, which had provided the channel's news service from the 
channel's launch in 1997. On 14 February 2011, the service was rebranded back to its 
original name, 5 News, having been called Five News from 2002 until 2011.42 On 20 
February 2012 the contract returned to original provider ITN.” 


On 5 November 2015 5 News at 5 anchor Emma Crosby announced she was leaving 5 
News after four years to have a baby. Sian Williams replaced her on 4 January 2016 
after months of interim anchors from Channel 5's team of on-screen journalists. 


On 31 October 2016, a new look for the 5 News set was shown for the first time, 
featuring the shape of a 5 within the desk. There is also a new look for weather, now 
associated with the Met Office. Following the departure of weathergirl Sian Welby, 
former GMTV weather presenter Clare Nasir took over the role on Monday 31 October 
2016. 


History[edit] 


5 News was one of the new station's flagship programmes when it launched on 30 
March 1997. One of the launch newsreaders was Rob Butler,“ who would appear on Lily 


Savage's Blankety Blank in 2001. © It was originally produced by ITN, which at the time 
also provided the news for Channel 4 and ITV. It was announced on 9 March 2004 that 
Sky had won the new contract to provide Channel 5 with its news bulletins. 


The first Sky-produced bulletin was planned for 3 January 2005 but the 2004 Indian 
Ocean earthquake and tsunami brought this forward two days in a short Saturday 
evening update. In January 2009, the contract with Sky was extended to 2012. 


Five News pioneered a number of innovations in style, format and content of news and 
won numerous awards in its early years. 


On 20 October 2008, Five News was given a refreshed look with new theme music and 
titles. The 7pm edition was also rebranded Five News at 7 and saw the return of 
presenters standing up to read the news. On 10 August 2009, Channel 5 announced 
that its Five News at 7 programme would be axed in the autumn of 2009 along with 
newscaster Isla Traquair. On 28 August 2009, at the end of the programme, Isla 
announced that it was her last appearance, and on 4 September, Matt Barbet presented 
the last programme. Five News at 7 was replaced by the hour-long Live from Studio 
Five, a nightly magazine programme featuring a mix of news and chat, airing from 
6:30pm weeknights, from 14 September 2009.22 The show rivalled the BBC 

One programme The One Show.24 


In November 2009, James Partridge of facial disfigurement charity Changing 
Faces presented the lunchtime news bulletins all week. "We hope it will make viewers 
examine their own prejudices" commented Channel 5 head of news Chris Shaw.22! 


On 2 August 2010, Five News at 7 was reinstated,” after a change of ownership of the 
channel.” Live from Studio Five was cut to 30 minutes as a result.22 


On 14 October 2010, Natasha Kaplinsky announced that she was leaving Channel 5 at 
the end of 2010, having spent much of her three years at the broadcaster on maternity 
leave,44 


In February 2011, Emma Crosby was appointed as Kaplinsky's replacement and 
presenter of the 7pm bulletin, with Barbet hosting the 5pm edition.“4 The service was 
relaunched as 5 News on 14 February 2011 to match Channel 5's rebranding, with 
Crosby making her first appearance. 


On the 2 September 2011 it was announced that David Kermode, at-the-time editor, 
would leave 5 News in order to take up an editorial spot on Daybreak. He was replaced 


= @NEWS 


5 News logo from 20 February 2012 to 2014 


On 9 January 2012, due to the production handover from Sky News to ITN, the 7pm 
edition of 5 News was moved to the earlier timeslot of 6:30pm in place of the axed OK! 
TV. The ITN produced 5 News bulletins relaunched on 20 February 2012 with 
newscasters Matt Barbet and Emma Crosby retaining their roles as lead newscasters. 
The bulletin's website and social media offerings were also relaunched at this time. 


On 11 June 2012 it was announced Matt Barbet would leave 5 News to 
join ITV's Daybreak.“ He left on 26 July 2012 with Emma Crosby now presenting both 
editions, 20211 


In September 2013, ITN announced that Geoff Hill was to leave 5 News to become the 
new Editor of ITV News. The following month ITN announced that ITV News' Head of 
Output, Cristina Nicolotti Squires would become the new Editor of 5 News in November 
2013. 


On 16 April 2014, it was announced on Twitter that following Matt Barbet's departure 
from Daybreak, he would be returning to 5 News and ITN to present 5 News Tonight - a 
new show at 6:30pm, replacing NewsTalk Live, on 28 April 2014. Emma Crosby would 
continue to present 5 News at 5pm. 


On 5 November 2015, Emma Crosby announced she was leaving 5 News after five years 
to have a baby. Sian Williams from BBC News was to replace her in early 2016. 


On 31 October 2016, a new look for 5 News was aired. The 5 News team went back to 
their old home at the ITN building. The new studio and set included the desk in the 
shape of a 5. 


Until March 2009, Channel 5 had a dedicated team of weather presenters. Sky_ 
News weather presenters then provided forecasts for the channel.22 This changed in 
November 2010 when Sian Welby joined Channel 5 as weather presenter, 22ildesrecated 
sured with former BBC and ITV meteorologist Kirsty McCabe providing cover. 


As of October 2016, Channel 5 Weather is in partnership with the Met Office, with 
former GMTV weather presenter Clare Nasir fronting forecasts. 


On-air team[edit] 
News presenters[edit] 


hideCurrent 


2016- Sian Williams 5 News at 5 (Monday-Thursday) 
Claudia-Liza 5 News at 5 (Friday), 5 News Tonight (Monday- 
2018- 
Armah Friday) 
2011-2016, 
2019- Emma Crosby Stand- in Presenter 
2012- UE 5 News Lunchtime, 5 News Weekend 
Kandola 
2019- Olivia Kinsley 5 News Lunchtime, 5 News updates 


2015- Dani Sinha Stand-in for 5 News At 5, 5 News Lunchtime, 5 


News updates 


5 News at 5 stand-in, 5 News Lunchtime, 5 News 
updates 


1997-2000, 2002-2007 y Young 


Katherine Nash 


1998-2000 Jasmine Lowson 


1999-2014 Catherine Jones 


1999-2001, 2008 Faye Barker 


2000-2001 Andrea Catherwood 
2001-2005 Louisa Preston 


2002-2003, 2010-2012 Julie MacDonald 


2007-12, 2014-2017 


2011-2015 Emma Crosby 


2012-2014 Simon Pusey 


2012-2014 Natalie Verney 
2012-2014 Chloe Culpan 


2012-2014 Katie Goodman 
2014 Lucrezia Millarini 


Weather presenters[edit] 


Nazaneen Ghaffar 


Lara Lewington 


2010-2016 Sian Welby 
2005-2012 Jo Wheeler 


2005-2012 Francis Wilson 
2016-2017 Chris Page 


Correspondents[edit] 


hideCurrent 


Andy Bell Political Editor SS 
Charlotte Grant News Correspondent 
News Correspondent 


Catherine Jones Health Correspondent 
Sangeeta Kandola_ | News Correspondent 
Peter Lane News Correspondent 
News Correspondent 
Warren Nettleford News Correspondent 


2009- | Chloe Potter News Correspondent Newsreader (freelancer) 


2011- | Dominic Reynolds News Correspondent Newsreader 


2016- | Dani Sinha News Correspondent Newsreader 


2009- | Minnie Stephenson | Entertainment Correspondent 


1997- | Simon Vigar Royal Correspondent 


Features[edit] 


e 5 News originally provided afternoon and evening updates on the hour, every hour 
during the week. 

e A'ticker' was used during these updates, the first seen on a terrestrial news 
broadcast, outside of a simulcast with a news channel. This was switched to a 
weather ticker before being dropped entirely in 2007. 

e A presenter standing up or 'perching' rather than sitting behind a desk! (which has 
since been used by other broadcasters). This feature was banned by the channel in 
2007, with presenters at the seating area for all bulletins,2@ although the presenters 
stood again when 5 News was relaunched in February 2011. 

e On air 'teases'!s2utcation needed from production staff 

e Live discussions involving various experts, campaigners, celebrities and political 
commentators 

e Guest editors - these included Ms. Dynamite, Dame Kelly Holmes, Howard 
Marks and Alastair Campbell?” 

e Your News, a segment of most bulletins given over to viewers’ videos and now 
adapted by many other news programmes under the banner ‘user-generated 
content'2! 

e On-screen email addresses were shown for reporters while they're on air, a feature 
previously seen in newspapers. This was dropped a few months after introduction. 

e When the contract transferred to Sky News, Five News was the first programme to 
broadcast (and, for the first time, in widescreen) from the news centre at Sky's 
headquarters in Osterley. 
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] 
| Access 


Genre Entertainment 
News 

Presented by James Sloan 

Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production 
Producer(s) Jonathan Pascoe (Executive) 
Running time 5-30 minutes 


Production company( ITN Productions 


s) Channel 5 Broadcasting Limited 
Release 

Original network Channel 5 

Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 

Audio format Stereo 


Original release 20154 - 


present 


External links 


Website 


Access is a British entertainment news television programme created by Channel 
5 which airs over their own networks which include Channel 
5, 5Select, 5Spike, 5Star, 5USA and Paramount Network. 


History[edit] 


Access was previously two different shows, 5* Access and a show about Hollywood, but 
the two were combined to create the new format of Access in 2015.2 


Format[edit] 


Access features news and gossip about showbiz, celebrities, pop culture, and also 
information and trailers for movies.“ Access airs throughout the day starting from 9am 
each day. It can run from 5 minutes or alternatively, 30 minutes in some occasions. The 
theme music for Access was written by UK production company Noise Fusion. 
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For the current US TV series formerly known by this title, see Celebrity Page. 


OK! TV 


Created by 


Presented by 


Country of origin 


OK! 
Channel 5 


Matt Johnson 
Kate Walsh 
Jeff Brazier 


Jenny Frost 


United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


No. of series 


No. of episodes 


Producer(s) 


Editor(s) 


Running time 


Original network 


Picture format 


Original release 


4.349 (list of episodes) 


Production 


5 News/Sky News 


David Kermode 


David Betts 


30-35 minutes (inc. adverts) 


Release 


Channel 5 


16:9 


14 February - 
16 December 2011 


Chronology 


Related shows Live from Studio Five 


External links 


Website 


OK! TVis an early evening magazine programme, broadcast on Channel 5 as a brand 
extension of celebrity title OK! Magazine. It replaced the former magazine and 
discussion show Live from Studio Five on 1 February 2011," and was presented by Kate 
Walsh and Matt Johnson, both of whom later left the programme. Jeff Brazier and Jenny 
Frost replaced Walsh and Johnson in August 2011 and presented the show until its 
cancellation.” 


The show was made by the 5 News team and produced by Sky News for Channel 5. On 
8 November 2011, it was announced that the show has been cancelled by Channel 5. 
The show aired its final edition on 16 December after ten months on air due to the 
contract for 5 News returning to ITN." 


Previous series[edit] 


The show's first series was broadcast in 1999 on ITV.“ 


In 1999, Carlton Television poached the executive producer of This Morning to set up a 
celebrity department. The first production was OK! TV, a tie-in with the celebrity 
lifestyle magazine, which ran on Friday nights for six weeks from November to 
December 1999. 


Fiona Phillips hosted with Nigel Havers, Twiggy, Patsy Palmer and Tracie Bennett. 
Guests included Sharon Stone, Paula Yates and Tom Jones.® 


Overview[edit] 


OK! TV aired on weekdays from 18:25 to 19.00, and featured a mix of news, celebrity 
gossip, interviews, and chat. It replaced Live from Studio Five which was axed on 4 
February 2011. Denise van Outen and Matt Johnson were announced as presenters of 
the programme on 3 February 2011. However, the following week, van Outen pulled 
out of presenting the show and was replaced by former Live from Studio Five host Kate 
Walsh, 81 


On 5 April 2011, Walsh and Johnson announced that the launch of OK! TV Sunday from 
10 April 2011, showing highlights of the previous week's episodes. The format was 
cancelled after a few weeks on air. 


OK! TV: When 'Bruv Takes Overedit] 


On Wednesday 17 August 2011, Brazier and Frost presented a spin-off show devoted 

to Big Brother 12 and Celebrity Big Brother 8. It made its debut on the eve of the launch 
of CBB8. The format mixed showbiz news with reports on the previous day's events in 
the house along with some exclusive episode previews. 


Opening titles and set[edit] 


The opening titles use the same logo as OK magazine and feature various celebrities 
including Cheryl Cole and Kate Moss.” The original set included a blue sofa where 
guests were interviewed and with a large OK! logo. For the duration of Big Brother 2011, 
the studio was moved to Elstree Studios. 


Launch[edit] 


The debut show on 14 February 2011 contained an interview in the studio with Louis 
Walsh with Jenson Button acting as celebrity reporter.24 


Reception and ratingS[edit] 


Stuart Heritage of The Guardian was unimpressed with the programme's first edition. 
He dubbed it, "a remedial level One Show" and "colossally vapid".“2! The ratings for the 
debut show showed an improvement on Live from Studio Five's low audience figures 
gaining 449,000 viewers (2.1%) 22 


Cancellation[edit] 


In November 2011, it was announced that OKTV was to be axed from Channel 5's 
schedules as part of negotiations for ITN to take over as news producer for the channel 
in early 2012. It aired its final edition on 16 December 2011." This final edition 
contained a montage of clips from Brazier and Frost's time presenting the show but did 
not feature any material from Walsh and Johnson's interviews. The last live act to 
appear on the show was The Wombles who closed the very last edition of the show. 


On-air team[edit] 
Presenters[edit] 


Tenure Presenter Position 


14 February 2011 - 16 August 
2011 
Kate Walsh , 
Main 
presenter(s) 


Jeff Brazier 
17 August 2011 - 16 December 
2011 


Jenny Frost 


Guest presenters[edit] 


Dates 


13-17, 20 June 2011 


4-5, 11-15 July 2011 


28 July; 4, 11 August 2011 


30 August - 2 September 
2011 


5-7 December 2011 


Reporters[edit] 


Tenure 


14 February 2011 - 16 December 


2011 


Presenter Related note(s) 


Jenny Frost 


Kate Walsh holiday 
cover 


Jeff Brazier 
Matt Johnson absence 
Michael 
Underwood 
Ce Cibeon Jenny Frost holiday 
Josie Gibson cover 
Adam Rickitt Jeff Brazier cover 
Presenter Notes 
oie Gibeon Social networking 
Josie Gibson reporter 
Minnie 
Stephenson Showbiz reporter 


Serene Branson 


30 June 2011 - 16 August 2011 Jeff Brazier 


Episodes[edit] 


Main article: List of OK! TV episodes 


United States reporter 


Entertainment reporte 


r 
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OK! TV was an early evening magazine programme, broadcast Monday-Friday at 18:25 
on Channel 5. It was presented by Jeff Brazier and Jenny Frost™ who replaced original 
hosts Kate Walsh and Matt Johnson”! on 17 August 2011, when the show moved to the 
Big Brother compound. It was produced by Sky News.! The programme was first 
broadcast on 14 February 2011." 


Series 1 (2011) [edit] 


5 
= 
n 


17 February 


2011 JLS (also performed Eyes Wide Shut) 


18 February 


2011 Keith Lemon 


21 February 
2011 


m a Janice Dickinson and Colin and Justin m 


Mark Wright, Kayla Collins and Ashton Kutcher 


23 February ; 
2011 Matt Smith 
28 February 

2011 Coleen Nolan 


The Only Way Is Essex cast 


2 March cae 
2011 Josie Gibson 
e Jedward (also performed Lipstick) 
4 March , 
2011 Michael Ball 
7 March r ae 
2011 Janice Dickinson 
15 8 March Dane Bowers and Olly Murs (also performed Heart on 
2011 My Sleeve) 
16 9 March Shayne Ward, The Wanted and McFly (also 
2011 performed That's The Truth) 


Taah Deena Payne 

2011 y 

a Craig Revel Horwood and Ed Westwick 
Te March Gemma Arterton and Camilla Kerslake 
2011 

17 March 

2011 Jake Canuso 


18 March 


2011 Bradley Cooper and Denise Welch 


e 

Jay Sean and Eliza Doolittle (also performed Mr 

2011 Medicine) 

N Dubz (also performed Morning Star) 

Josie Gibson 

Jeff Brazier and Dominic Cooper 

Carol McGiffin and The Hoosiers (also 
2011 performed Bumpy Ride) 


29 March : : 
2011 Donna Air and Jessie J 
30 March 

5011 Joe Calzaghe 


Channing Tatum 
Melanie Hill and Vanessa Hudgens 
Moby and Jodie Connor 


Josie Gibson, Christopher Biggins and The 

6 April 2011 | Overtones (also performed Rihanna's Only Girl (In The 
World)) 

7 April 2011 | Keith Duffy 

8 April 2011 | Amanda Seyfried and Katie Piper 


Matt Evers 

Jessica Lowndes 

Josie Gibson and Warwick Davis 
a 

X 


ae Laura Hamilton, Brooke Vincent and the cast of Merlin 
15 April 

5011 Stefanie Powers 

18 April Laura Hamilton and Dionne Bromfield (also 

2011 performed Yeah Right) 

19 April 

5011 Louie Spence and Jackie Collins 


20 April eee 
2011 Josie Gibson and Russell Brand 
21 April Helen Mirren 


Royal Wedding specials 


29 April 
20141 


4 May 2011 | Gethin Jones 
5 May 2011 | Fiona Phillips 
6 May 2011 | Alison Hammond 


9 May 2011 | Sisco Gomez 
Sinitta and Danyl Johnson 
Brigitte Nielson 


Bucks Fizz 


Cast of The Only Way Is Essex 


Kimberly Wyatt 


Ashley Tisdale 


Josie Gibson 


Joey Essex 


Arabella Wier 


Harry Derbridge 


Trevor Donovan 


Jonathan Wilkes 


Phil Tufnell 


JLS 


Trevor Donovan 


Arlene Phillips 


Owain Yeoman and Phil Tufnell 


Claire Richards 


Lauren Goodger and Tom Hanks 


New Bounce and Wonderland 


Matthew Morrison 


Keri Hilson (also performs Pretty Girl Rock) 


Bruce Forsyth 


Nicole Scherzinger 


Shane Lynch and Amanda Holden 


16 June 

17 June 

5011 Henry Winkler a 

20 June ‘ : 

5011 Kim Kardashian a 

21 June 

"o 2011 Tony Blackburn x 
22 June 

e a 

on D 

a m 


23 June i 

2011 Linda Robson 

24 June ; 

2011 Jason Derulo (also performed Don't Wanna Go Home) 
27 June 

2011 Tom Hanks 

28 June ! 

2011 Dom Joly and Cory Monteith 


29 June ; 
2011 Richard Blackwood 
lan Watkins and Faye Tozer 


E 

a 

Shabby Katchadourian and Danni Orsi 
o rmn Peter Andre (also performed Perfect Night) 
Corey Feldman 
= 
KA 


Beverley Knight 

Carol Vorderman 

The Wanted (also performed Glad You Came) 
Jedward (also performed Bad Behaviour) 


vim 
vi nme 
Lady Gaga and Brian Dowling 

Amy Winehouse Tribute Special 
ves 
pinay 
JLS (also performed She Makes Me Wanna) 


menus Rhydian (also performed Parade) 
2011 

Shayne Ward a 
3 August 
2011 Stuart Baggs a 
a Charlie Simpson (also performed Parachutes) a 


Joe Jonas 


29 July 2011 | Katie Price 


Sam Pepper and Spencer Smith 
Tamara Ecclestone 


Be Aho Patricia Field (Sex and the City stylist) 

20 idl 

17 August Emma Willis and Josie Gibson (Jeff Brazier and Jenny 
20 ial Frost's first episode) 

18 August Brian Dowling, Alex Reid and Vanessa Feltz (Celebrity 
2011 Big Brother launched this night at 9pm) 

19 August : : : 

5011 Alice Levine and Jamie East 

22 August : 

2011 Brian Belo and Olly Murs 


Jason Donovan 


23 August 
2011 


24 August : ave 

2011 Keith Lemon and Emma Willis 

25 August David Hasselhoff and Nikki Grahame 
2011 

26 August Gary Beadle and Charlotte-Letitia Crosby 
PAO AL (from Geordie Shore) 

30 August 

5011 Sally Bercow 


Vanessa Feltz and Joe McElderry 


1 
September | Example 
2011 


2 
September | Harry Derbidge 
201 


5 
September 
201 


Justin Timberlake and Mila Kunis (from Friends with 
Benefits) 


6 
September | Chantelle Houghton 
2011 


134 21 August Brian Dowling and Emma Willis 
2011 


7 
September 
2011 


8 
September 
2011 


9 
September 
2011 


T2 
September 
2011 


13 
September 
2011 


14 
September 
2011 


15 
September 
2011 


16 
September 
2011 


19 
September 
2011 


Mark Wright 
Pamela Bach 


Kerry Katona and Amy Childs 

One Direction 

Lucien Laviscount 

Bobby Sabel, Vincent Simone and Flavia Cacace 


Kimberly Wyatt 


Tashie Jackson, Brian Belo, Liz McClarnon 


20 
September 
2011 


21 
September 
2001 


22 
September 
2001 


23 
September 
2001 


26 
September 
2011 


27 
September 
2011 


28 
September 
2011 


29 
September 
2011 


30 
September 
2011 


Vanessa Feltz, Alison Hammond, Britney Spears 


a 
me 
me 
The finalists of Britain and Ireland's Next Top Model L 
Rebeckah Vaughan, Brian Belo a 
time 
wm 

a 

p 


Adele Silva 


The cast of Geordie Shore 


3 October 
2011 


Clare Buckfield, John Pickard 
Emma Willis 
Mark Henderson 


Heaven Afrika 


11 October 
2011 Matt Cardle 


12 October 
2011 


Emma Willis, Ray Meagher 


13 October 

14 October Joe Jonas 
2011 

17 October oer 


N 
7 
E 
7 
E 
7 
7 
i 
7 
E 


18 October 
2011 


19 October 
2011 


20 October 
2011 


21 October 
2011 


24 October 
2011 


25 October 
2011 


26 October 
2011 


27 October 
2011 


28 October 
2011 


31 October 


1 November 


Michelle Heaton 


Brian Dowling, Rufus Hound 


Jemma Palmer, Steps 


Harry Blake, Brian Belo 


2 November 
2011 


3 November 
2011 


4 November 
2011 


7 November 
2011 


8 November 
2011 


9 November 
2011 


10 
November 
2011 


all 
November 
AONI 


14 
November 
2011 


15 
November 
2011 


Emma Willis, Tamara Ecclestone 


Beverley Knight 


Charlie Simpson 


Sinitta, Faye Palmer 


Darius Campbell 


Tinchy Stryder 


Brian Dowling, Tom O'Connell 


Nicola McLean, Aaron Allard 


Alex Lee, Sam Attwater 


16 
November 
2011 


17 
November 
2011 


18 
November 
2011 


21 
November 
2011 


22 
November 
20m 


23 
November 
2011 


24 
November 
2011 


25 
November 
2011 


28 
November 
2011 


Jay McKray, Louise Cliffe 


Cliff Richard 


Dean Piper, Jedward 


Russell Watson 


Status Quo 


Samantha Faiers, Harry Derbidge 


Kirk Norcross 


29 
November Hanson 
2011 


30 
November Michelle Williams 
2011 


5 December 


2011 Kerry Katona 


6 December 
2011 


7 December 
2011 Paddy Doherty 


Charley Boorman 


8 December ' 
2011 Amy Childs 


9 December 
2011 


Jessica-Jane Clement 


2 

December Joe McElderry 
2011 

l3 

December Boy George 
2011 


14 
December James Argent, Lydia Rose Bright, Jessica Wright 
2011 


1s} 
207 December Matt Cardle 


2011 
16 
208 December Jessica Lowndes and The Wombles 
2011 
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Football on Five 


Presented by Brough Scott (1997) 
Steve Scott (1997-2003) 
John Barnes (2003-2006) 
Colin Murray (2006-2010) 
Jim Rosenthal (2010-2012) 
George Riley (2015-2017) 
Kelly Cates (2015-2016) 
Lynsey Hipgrave (2016-2017) 
Colin Murray (2017-2018) 


Country of origin United Kingdom 
Release 
Original network Channel 5 


Original release Original Run 
May 1997 - 
July 2012 
Revived Run 


8 August 2015 - 6 May 2018 


Football on 5 is the principal football programme on Channel 5 in the UK. The show 
first ran from May 1997 until July 2012. The show returned in August 2015 under the 
name Football League Tonight. For the 2016-17 Football League season the Football 
on 5 name was revived with the highlights show now called Football on 5: The 
Championship and Football on 5: Goal Rush being broadcast from 9pm-10.30pm on 
a Saturday with a repeat on Sunday morning. 


First match[edit] 


Channel 5's first live football match was in May 1997, shortly after the channel 
launched. It was a 1998 World Cup qualifying match between Poland and England in 
Chorzów. 


International football[edit] 


From 1997 to 2007, Channel 5 showed many away qualifying matches involving the 
home nations. England were shown playing 

in Poland (twice), Luxembourg, Bulgaria and Albania. In fact, the first game against 
Poland brought in the highest number of viewers the channel has ever seen to date. 


This was the high point of Football on 5's early coverage as they showed all the 
qualifying campaign for Euro 2000 for England but these qualifying matches have since 
transferred to the BBC and Sky Sports from 2001-2008 and ITV since 2008. 


They also showed Scotland games which included their crucial final qualifier for 1998 
FIFA World Cup at home to Latvia, plus trips to Lithuania, Faroe Islands, Czech 
Republic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Estonia, Latvia, San Marino, Croatia and Belgium. They 
also showed the second leg of their Euro 2004 play-off with the Netherlands. These 
qualification matches are now on Sky Sports. 


Many Ireland away matches were shown in qualification for the 2002 World Cup, these 
included the away matches against the Netherlands, Portugal, Cyprus, Andorra, 

and Estonia. This stopped in 2002, but was resumed with Ireland's away match in Israel 
in 2005. They showed the second leg of their Euro 2004 play-off with the Netherlands. 
These matches are now on Sky Sports. 


Wales' Euro 2000 qualifiers away to Italy and Bulgaria were and they showed the first 
Wales football match at the Millennium Stadium against Brazil in 2000. They also 
covered a Northern Ireland's match in Moldova which was their only match on the 
network. These matches are now on Sky Sports. 


Channel 5 won the terrestrial UK rights for the FIFA Confederations Cup in 2001, 2003 
and 2005, showing a selection of matches including each final. Channel 5's coverage of 
the FIFA Confederations Cup ended after the 2005 tournament, as BBC Sport won the 
rights and covered the event on BBC Red Button or BBC Three. 


List of England matches shown on channel[edit] 


e Poland 0-2 England 

e Luxembourg 0-3 England 
e Bulgaria 1-1 England 

e Poland 0-0 England 

e Albania 1-3 England 


List of Scotland matches shown on channelf[edit] 


e France 2-0 Scotland 

e Scotland 2-0 Latvia 

e Lithuania 0-0 Scotland 

e Faroe Islands 1-1 Scotland 

e Czech Republic 3-2 Scotland 
e Bosnia and Herzegovina 1-2 Scotland 
e Estonia 0-0 Scotland 

e Latvia 0-1 Scotland 

e San Marino 0-2 Scotland 

e Croatia 1-1 Scotland 

e Poland 1-1 Scotland 

e Belgium 2-0 Scotland 

e Netherlands 6-0 Scotland 

e Spain 1-1 Scotland (TBC) 


List of Ireland matches shown on channel[edit] 


Yugoslavia 1-0 Ireland (TBC) 
Netherlands 2-2 Ireland 
Portugal 1-1 Ireland 

Cyprus 0-4 Ireland 

Andorra 0-3 Ireland 

Estonia 0-2 Ireland 
Netherlands 0-1 Ireland 
Israel 1-1 Ireland 

Georgia 1-2 Ireland 


List of Wales matches shown on channel{[edit] 


e Italy 4-0 Wales 
e Belarus 1-2 Wales 
e Wales 0-3 Brazil 


List of Northern Ireland matches shown on channel[edit] 


e Moldova 0-0 Northern Ireland 
List of FIFA Confederations Cup matches shown on 
channelf[edit] 


2001: 


e France 5-0 South Korea 
e Brazil 2-O Cameroon 

e Australia 1-0 France 

e Canada 0-0 Brazil 

e France 4-0 Mexico 

e Brazil 0-0 Japan 

e France 2-1 Brazil 

e Japan 1-0 Australia 

e France 1-0 Japan 


2005: 
e Germany 2-3 Brazil 


e Argentina 1-1 Mexico 
e Brazil 4-1 Argentina 


List of FIFA Club World Cup matches shown on channelfedit] 
2008 


e Manchester United 5-3 Gamba Osaka 
e Manchester United 1-0 Liga De Quito 


List of England U21 matches shown on channel[edit] 


e England U21 2-1 Switzerland U21 
e Italy U21 2-1 England U21 
e Portugal U21 3-1 England U21 


Other matches shown live on channel[edit] 


Australia 2-2 Brazil 
France 1-0 Germany 
France 4-0 Portugal 
Netherlands 1-0 Spain 
Germany 0-1 Argentina 


Scottish football[edit] 


Between 2002 and 2004, they showed live matches from the Scottish League Cup, 
including the two finals; Rangers v Celtic in 2003 and Livingston v Hibs in 2004. Channel 
5 usually showed one match per round usually on Thursday nights keeping with the 
tradition of UEFA Cup matches. Steve Scott was still the host at this time and Jonathan 
Pearce commentated. These matches have since transferred to BBC Scotland who 
usually show a match per round and the final. 


List of Scottish League Cup matches shown live on 
channel[edit] 
2002-03 Scottish League Cup: 


Hibernian 2-3 Rangers 
Dunfermline 0-1 Rangers 
Celtic 3-0 Dundee 
Rangers 2-1 Celtic 


2003-04 Scottish League Cup: 


e Partick Thistle 0-2 Celtic 
e Hibernian 2-1 Celtic 

e Rangers 1-1 Hibernian 

e Livngston 2-0 Hibernian 


Italian football[edit] 


For the 2007-08 season, Channel 5 won the rights to broadcast a live Serie A game on 
Sunday afternoons, presented by Radio 1 DJ Mark "Chappers" Chapman. Games were 
also shown on sister channel Fiver and a highlights show was broadcast on Saturday 
afterwards. Channel 5 announced in July 2008 that they would not be continuing to 
cover Italian football for the 2008-09 season. These rights have since transferred to 
ESPN UK and BT Sport. 


Chapman maintained a relationship with Channel 5 when he hosted a UEFA Cup match 
in 2008 between Portsmouth and Milan and deputised for Colin Murray whenever he 
was unavailable. His ties ended when, in 2009, Chapman presented Match of the Day 


for the first time (with ex-Northern Ireland manager Lawrie Sanchez and Martin Keown) 
in a friendly International between Northern Ireland and Italy in Pisa, which Italy won 3- 
0. He has since been seen deputising on Final Score on the BBC whenever Gabby 
Logan has been unavailable or due to her covering other sports. 


Friendly matches[edit] 


Channel 5 covered pre-season friendly games and have done since 1999. Two games 
from Liverpool's pre season tour were shown in July 2008 with Channel 5's UEFA Europa 
League at the helm. Occasional charity games, such as those featuring a team of 
England Legends, were shown on Channel 5. They showed The Carlberg Belfast 
Challenge in 1998, which Liverpool were in, The Gelderland Tournament the same year 
with Chelsea and Dennis Bergkamp's testimonial and anything else they could grab in 
the early days. 


List of friendly matches shown on channel[edit] 


e 1 August 2001 - Roma 1-0 Arsenal = 
e 17 July 2005 - Liverpool 3-0 Bayer Leverkusen 2 


European club football[edit] 


The backbone of Channel 5's football coverage consisted of UEFA Europa 

League matches, which it had shown throughout its existence, and The UEFA Cup. This 
was Channel 5's longest running football commitment showing matches from this every 
season since 1997-98 starting with Arsenal back in 1997 until the end of the 2011-12 
season. They showed Aston Villa and Rangers a lot in the early days but would only 
cover the tournament to a point as BBC or ITV would usually have the rights from the 
quarter finals onwards. Usually Channel 5 showed matches on an ad-hoc basis covering 
sometimes three games in a day from early afternoon to late evening if there were 
many British clubs playing. For the three seasons starting in 2009-10 season, Channel 5 
was the UK's lead network for Europa League coverage, winning rights to first choice 
matches in every round and exclusive coverage of the final. They previously held 
second choice matches and had no final coverage. Matches not covered by Channel 5 
were shown on ITV4 or ESPN UK.®! When they became the main broadcaster they just 
picked one match usually at 8pm on a Thursday night. 


Channel 5 showed three Europa League Finals as first choice broadcaster, before losing 
the rights to ITV Sport; 


e 2010: Fulham 1-2 Atlético Madrid 
e 2011: Porto 1-0 Braga 
e 2012: Atlético Madrid 3-0 Athletic Bilbao 


In the early days, Channel 5 had matches involving Chelsea and Newcastle United in the 
last two seasons of the now-defunct UEFA Cup Winners' Cup. They showed the Cup 
Winners’ Cup in the early days of Channel 5, they showed virtually every Chelsea match 
in 1997-98 and 1998-99 and also Newcastle when they were in it in 1998 


At the start of the 21st century, Channel 5 would occasionally cover Champions League 
qualifiers involving British teams. They showed qualifiers of Newcastle in 1997, 
Liverpool in 2001 and 2004 and Manchester United in 2005. 


They showed the FIFA World Club Cup in 2008, which Manchester United won, with 
commentary by Dave Woods and Stan Collymore with the usual UEFA Cup team 
presenting. 


List of UEFA Champions League matches shown on 
channelf[edit] 


1997-98: 


e Dinamo Zagreb 2-2 Newcastle United 
1999-00: 


e Parma 1-0 Rangers 
2001-02: 


e FC Haka 0-5 Liverpool 
2002-03: 


e Newcastle United 4-0 FK Željezničar Sarajevo 
2004-05: 


e Grazer AK 0-2 Liverpool 
2005-06: 


e Debreceni 0-3 Manchester United 
List of UEFA Cup matches shown on channel[edit] 
1997-98: 


Bordeaux 0-0 Aston Villa 

PAOK Salonika 1-0 Arsenal 
Arsenal 1-1 PAOK Salonika 
Athletic Bilbao 0-0 Aston Villa 
Aston Villa 2-1 Athletic Bilbao 
Steaua Bucharest 2-1 Aston Villa 
Aston Villa 2-0 Steaua Bucharest 
Atlético Madrid 1-0 Aston Villa 
Aston Villa 2-1 Atlético Madrid 


List of UEFA European Cup Winners' Cup matches shown on 
channelf[edit] 


1997-98: 


Chelsea 2-0 Slovan Bratislava 
Slovan Bratislava 0-2 Chelsea 
Tromso 3-2 Chelsea 
Chelsea 7-1 Tromso 


e Real Betis 1-2 Chelsea 
e Chelsea 3-1 Real Betis 
e Vicenza 1-0 Chelsea 
e Chelsea 3-1 Vicenza 


1998-99: 


e Chelsea 1-0 Helsingborgs 

e Partizan Belgrade 1-0 Newcastle United 
e Chelsea 1-1 Copenhagen 

e Copenhagen 0-1 Chelsea 

e Chelsea 3-0 Valerenga 

e Valerenga 2-3 Chelsea 

e Chelsea 1-1 Real Mallorca 


List of UEFA Intertoto Cup matches shown on channelfedit] 
2000-01: 


e Aston Villa 1-2 Celta Vigo 
2001-02: 


e 1860 Munich 2-3 Newcastle United 
e Newcastle United 4-4 Troyes 


End of Football on 5 (2012) [edit] 


Football on Five was Channel 5's longest-running non-news programme, airing from 
1997-2012. However, Channel 5 lost the contract for the Europa League to ITV Sport. 
Channel 5 last live Europa League Match was the final between Atletico Madrid and 
Atletico Bilbao in May 2012 and their last live match was in July 2012 when they had the 
pre-season friendly coverage between Southampton and Ajax on 28 July. 


Revival (2015-2018) [edit] 


Football on 5 had been off air for three years when in May 2015 Channel 5 won the 
rights to broadcast Football League highlights from the 2015-16 in a three-year deal, in 
a new programme called Football League Tonight, taking the coverage away from the 
BBC after six seasons. The highlights show is broadcast at 9pm, typically an hour and a 
half before Match of the Day is broadcast on BBC One, much earlier than when 

the BBC used to show The Football League Show which followed Match of the Day and 
usually started at 11:45pm. The promise of a mid-evening broadcast slot was believed 
to have been the tide turner, also in the contract were the highlights of the Football 
League Trophy.“ Channel 5 revived the Football on 5 banner, prefixing the Football 
League Tonight name. The format of the show changed midway through the 2015-16 
season and split into two segments, called Football on 5: The 

Championship and Football on 5: Goal Rush. Together, they are broadcast from 9pm to 
10:30pm on a Saturday, with a repeat on Sunday morning. 


The show was presented by George Riley and Kelly Cates for its maiden season, 
51 followed by George Riley and Lindsay Hipgrave for the 2nd season and Colin Murray 
from 2017-18 season, Colin previously presented all of Channel 5 UEFA Cup, Europa 


League and other football coverage from 2006-2010 leaving to join the BBC and host 
Match of the Day 2. 


Quest acquired the rights after the end of the 2017/18 season, signing a four-year 
contract, ending the run of three years for Channel 5. 


Presenters[edit] 


Channel 5's football coverage has had a number of presenters over the years. Brough 
Scott famously presented their first big match - famously remembered due to the sports 
bar set-up and the inclusion of fellow Channel 5 personalities, including the cast 

of Family Affairs. After that it was Jeremy Nicholas for a short period until ITV 

News presenter Steve Scott, brother of ITV Sport anchor Angus Scott took over as host 
until 2004, when he was replaced by John Barnes. In 2006, Barnes moved to a roving 
reporter and co-commentator role. Whenever Barnes was unavailable when he was the 
host Sky's NFL presenter Nick Halling would deputise. 


BBC Radio 1 DJ and football enthusiast Colin Murray took over the reins as he already 
appeared on Channel 5 hosting live NFL. In 2007, his Radio 1 colleague Mark Chapman 
joined Channel 5 to cover Italian football alongside Laura Esposto. In 2010, Colin Murray 
left Channel 5 after the final of the Europa League in which Fulham were beaten 2-1 

by Atlético Madrid, to become a full-time host with BBC Sport to host Match of the Day 2 
and BDO Darts. Mark Chapman only appeared once more on Channel 5 after the end of 
Football Italiano covering for Colin Murray and with Laura Esposito now presenting in 
Italy, Channel 5 needed a new host and Jim Rosenthal was appointed to host live Europa 
League matches, hosting a live match every round up to the final from 2010-2012. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley from BBC Radio 5 Live have joined the show as the new 
presenters for the new Football League Highlights Show. Kelly Cates has worked for 
ESPN UK, ITV Sport, Talksport and BBC Radio 5 Live covering football from Premier 
League to the World Cup. George Riley has presented Rugby League and reported and 
commentated on football, snooker and darts for BBC Sport and BBC Radio 5 Live. 


Commentators[edit] 


Channel 5's first main commentator was Capital Gold and BBC Radio Five 

Live man Jonathan Pearce. Pearce hosted an array of football from UEFA Cup, 
Confederations Cup, Internationals to Scottish Football. Pearce left in Summer 2004 to 
join the Match of the Day team. John Helm was then the main commentator and filled 
the role left by Pearce, with other commentaries coming from Gary Bloom, Tony 

Jones and Jon Champion. In 2007 Dave Woods and commentated on nearly every UEFA 
Cup and Europa League match from 2007-2012, when he was unavailable Steve Bower 
deputised. Paul Walker is the main commentator for Football League & League Cup 
highlights although Sky Sports Football League Commentators are used as well on 
matches that were previously shown live on Sky. Dave Farrar has also commentated, 


mostly in the Carabao Cup. 
Pundits[edit] 


Channel 5's regular pundits consisted of Pat Nevin who, from 2009, moved to pitchside 
before games and in the OB truck at half and full-time; Stan Collymore who 

replaced John Barnes from 2010-2012 and was in the studio alongside Jim Rosenthal, 
and Graham Taylor who is the principal co-commentator. When needed, guests are used 
as pundits such as Kevin Ratcliffe. Channel 5 has also used other pundits and 


commentators when needed, such as Ray Houghton, Terry Butcher, Joe 
Royle and Stewart Robson. 


Uniquely, John Barnes has appeared in every major role for the show: firstly, he hosted 
the programme then, when Murray was appointed host, Barnes appeared as a co- 
commentator. He also appeared as a pitchside analyst speaking to resident 

reporter Dave Beckett, giving his thoughts on the action during the match,at half time 
and at full-time, and conducting post-match interviews. Barnes left after he became 
manager of Tranmere Rovers and was replaced by Collymore. He was sacked as 
manager after a poor run of results, but has never returned to Channel 5 but has since 
appeared on ESPN UK as a pundit. Channel 5 use a variety of pundits for Football 
League & League Cup programming however Alan Curbishley, Chris lwelumo, Clinton 
Morrison, Michael Gray and Adam Virgo all feature regularly. More pundits have 
included Kevin Davies, David James and Francis Benali. As for co-commentators, 
recently the likes of Nigel Soackman, Phil Brown, Owen Hargreaves (co-commentator 
and pundit) and John Hartson have appeared on their League Cup coverage. 


Reporters[edit] 


Football League coverage on Channel 5 has numerous reporters at each game. Tom 
Skippings is the main reporter for most programmes. Two other notable reporters 

are Nick Halling and Sue Thearle - both taken from the BBC. Jack Woodward, Dan 
Mason, Dave Beckett and John Anderson all also feature semi-regularly. For the 2016/17 
season, Channel 5 used 22 reporters during the course of the season, as well as those 
mentioned. Oliver Wilson, Will Cope, Dan O'Hagan, Alex Gordon-Martin, Faye 
Carruthers, Chris Maughan, Mick Conway, Jonathan Beck, Steve Lee, Andy 

Hodgson, Jonathan Legard, Simon Watts, Callum Williams, Chris Wise and Tony Colliver 
have all appeared during the 2016/17 season. 
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Milkshake! 


“milkshake! 


Launched September 17, 1997; 22 years ago 
Network Channel 5 
Owned by ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Country United Kingdom 
Language English 
Broadcast area Nationwide 
Headquarters London 
Website www.milkshake.tv 
Availability 
IPTV 
YouView Programmes available 
on-demand 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live 
(UK and Ireland only) 


Now TV (On Watch On Demand (UK only) 
Demand Only) 


Milkshake! is a British preschool television programming block on Channel 5, aimed at 
children two to five years old. The block debuted on 17 September, 1997 and is 
broadcast on weekdays from 06:00 to 09:15 and weekends from 06:00 to 10:00. The 
block has a number of presenters, and features a range of children's programming. Its 
programmes include shows such as Thomas and Friends, Roary the Racing Car, Peppa 
Pig, Ben & Holly's Little Kingdom, Fireman Sam, PAW 

Patrol, Floogals, Wissper, Sheeep, Jelly Jamm, Top Wing, and Bob the Builder,. 
Programmes for older children also aired from 1997-2002 and 2007-2016 on spin- 

off Shake!, which used to run on weekends after Milkshake! 21 


When Five Life launched in 2006, Milkshake! was shown on the channel between 9 am 
and 1 pm each day. By April 2011, the channel had reduced its broadcast hours and the 
block was replaced by teleshopping. On 21 August 2017, Milkshake relaunched on 5, 
where it aired from 9:15 to llam. Milkshake! on 5 Star was later dropped and removed 
in 2018. ® 


On 6 July 2017, Channel 5 announced a rebranding of Milkshake! that launched on 24 
July, including updated branding, a new studio, and the launch of a YouTube channel 
that will feature digital content related to the block.“ 


TV channell[edit] 


In November 2008, Channel 5 had been set to launch a new children's channel based on 
its pre-school programming block. This was a response to the BBC launching 

the CBBC channel and CBeebies in 2002 and ITV launching the CITV channel in 2006, 

51 but plans to launch a standalone pre-school channel were put on hold indefinitely 
while the broadcaster awaited a buyer. 


Jee 


5 “7° 


Used between December 12, 2005 and July 23, 2017. 


Notable presenters[edit] 


In-vision continuity presenters have been utilised by Milkshake! since the show began in 
1997. The original presenters were Lucy Alexander and Konnie Hug. Hug was replaced 


by former Nickelodeon presenter Eddie Mathews when she left the show to join 
the BBC as a Blue Peter presenter. 


Current presenters[edit] 


The year in brackets denotes when the presenter began presenting Milkshake!. 


e Amy Thompson (2009-present) 

e David Ribi (2017-present) 

e Derek Moran (2007-present) 

e Jen Pringle (2006-present) 

e Kemi Majeks (2003-present) 

e Kiera-Nicole Brennan (2017-present) 
e Nathan Connor (2017-present) 

e Olivia Birchenough (2012-present) 

e Sita Thomas (2015-present) 

e Milkshake Monkey (2009-present) 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Anna Williamson (1997-2005) 
e Andrew McEwan (2006-2007) 
e Beth Evans (2004-2011) 

e Casey-Lee Jolleys (1997-2000) 
e Curtis Angus (2014-2017) 

e Dave Payne (1997-2009) 

e Eddie Mathews (1997-2009) 

e Hannah Williams (2006-2009) 
e Konnie Hug (1997) 

e Lucy Alexander (1997-2000) 
e Naomi Wilkinson (2000-2010) 


Relief and freelance presenters have also anchored Milkshake! continuity links, 
including presenter Ellie Harrison. 


The longest serving presenter is Kemi Majeks for 16 years. 


But on September 18th 2019, Jen Pringle returned to Milkshake! after her maternity 
leave. 
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For the album by the Siegel-Schwall Band, see Shake! (album). 


For other uses of "Shake", see Shake (disambiguation). 


Shake! 
Country of origin United Kingdom 
Production 
Running time Approx. 1 hour 
Release 
Original network Channel 5 
Original release 2000-2007, 2009-2011 


External links 


Website 


Shake! (formerly The Core and Milkshake! FM) was a television programming block 
shown by United Kingdom broadcaster Channel 5, originally aimed at 8 to 15 year olds. 


History[edit] 


The block originally ran between 2000 and 2007 under various names, and was 
launched as a new umbrella branding for older kids' programmes on Channel 5 following 
the earlier demise in 1999 of the Josie D'Arby-hosted weekend afternoon teen 

series The Mag.4 


The block launched in 2000 as The Core, broadcasting on Saturday afternoons. A 
number of original commissioned programmes were created for the block, such as Harry 
and Cosh and Atlantis High, a number of imported teens shows were also used. 


In Channel 5's major network relaunch of 2002, The Core was renamed to Milkshake! 
FM in January 2002, taking its name from the established Channel 5 pre-school age 
slot Milkshake!. This block aired in the mid-morning (circa 9am-noon) on Saturdays and 
Sundays, while a number of programmes aired during The Core continued to be 
broadcast during Saturday afternoons. In September 2002, it was re-branded again as 
two separate blocks, 'Shake! and Milkshake! Toons. Milkshake! Toons aired in the 
afternoon (circa noon-5pm) 


Presenters[edit] 


Presenters have included: 


e Kate Mcintyre (2000-2002) 
e Marc Crumpton (2001-2002) 
e Dave Payne (2005-2007) 

e Jen Pringle (2009-2010) 


Programming[edit] 
Former programmes[edit] 


e The Adventures of Sinbad 
e The Adventures of Tintin 
e Atlantis High 


e Beyblade 
e Beyblade V-Force 


e Beast Wars: Transformers 
e Braceface 

e Dan Dare 

e Daria 

e Deepwater Black 

e Don't Blame the Koalas 

e Gadget and the Gadgetinis 
e George Shrinks 

e Gerald McBoing Boing 


e Harry and Cosh 
e Hercules: The Legendary Journeys 


e Max Steel 

e Pepsi Chart 
e Popular 

e Singled Out 
e Snobs 

e The Tribe 

e USA High 

e Xcalibur 


e Xena: Warrior Princess 
e Zentrix 


2009 revival[edit] 


In September 2009, it was announced that Channel 5 had entered into a strategic 
sponsorship with Disney to bring back Shake! [1]. Under the new arrangement, Disney 
would sponsor the block and also provide some Disney Channel programming for the 
slot, such as Hannah Montana and Wizards of Waverly Place. Shake! returned with a 
new presenter, Jen Pringle. 


The revived Shake! launched on Sunday 4 October 2009 at 10am with Snobs, Wizards 
of Waverly Place, Hannah Montana and The Tribe. Snobs and The Tribe were previously 
screened during the earlier run of Shake’. 


In 2010, Shake! was sponsored by Nickelodeon, returning with a revamped set and 
showing iCarly and True Jackson, VP, among others. 
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This article is about the British TV show Fifth Gear. For the Brad Paisley album, see 5th 
Gear (album). For the 1989 computer game, see 5th Gear (video game). 


Fifth Gear 


FIFTH GEAR 


Former title card from (2005-2016) 


Genre Motoring 


Directed by Phil Hawkins 
Mark McQueen 


Presented by Tiff Needell 


Vicki Butler-Henderson 
Tom Ford 
Adrian Simpson 


Quentin Willson 


Jason Plato 
Jonny Smith 
Theme music John F Calone 
composer 
Opening theme "Prize Fight" 
Composer(s) David Lowe 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


No. of series 28 


No. of episodes 265 (list of episodes) 


Production 


Executive produce Richard Pearson 


r(s) 

Producer(s) Jim McMullan 

Production Ace Cafe (2006-08) 

location(s) Millbrook Proving Ground (2008- 
09) 
Various (2010-15) 

Editor(s) Mike Bloore 


Mike Brown 
Martin Dowell 


James Hay 


Steve Killick 
Leigh Nicholls 
Tony Quinsee-Jover 


Peter Shannon 


Running time 30 minutes (2002-05, 2010-11) 
45 minutes (2005) 
60 minutes (2006-09, 2012-15, 
2018-) 


Production compa North One 


ny(s) 


Distributor All3Media 


Release 


Original network Channel 5 (2002-11) 
Discovery (2012-14) 
History (2015) 
Quest (2018-present) 


Picture format 16:9 


Audio format Stereo 


Original release 8 April 2002 - 


present 


External links 


Website 


Fifth Gear is a British motoring television magazine series. It was originally broadcast 
on Channel 5 from 2002 to 2011, afterwards moving to Discovery Channel in 2012, and 
then in 2015 to History, with repeats on ITV4.™ Since its return in 2018, it has been 


broadcast on Quest. The show is currently presented by Vicki Butler-Henderson, Jonny 
Smith and Jason Plato.” Its former presenters include former racing driver Tiff Needell. 


Fifth Gear was first broadcast on 8 April 2002 as 5th Gear, and as a continuation of the 
original incarnation of the BBC show Top Gear, which was cancelled in 2001. Top 

Gear was relaunched later that year; Channel 5 originally wanted to carry on using 

the Top Gear name, but the BBC refused as it still operated the Top Gear magazine. 
Several of Top Gear's ex-presenters, including Quentin Willson, Tiff Needell, and Vicki 
Butler-Henderson, were hired by Channel 5 to present the series.2"1 The show's name 
was restyled as Fifth Gear in 2005. Needell announced the show's second cancellation 
on 24 May 2016." On 14 June 2018, Needell announced on his official Twitter account 
that he had been doing some filming work for a new series of Fifth Gear which would air 
in September on Quest. em 


Repeats of Fifth Gear also started being broadcast on UKTV channel Dave in April 2008 
and later on Discovery Turbo, with early episodes of the show being streamed '24/7' via 
the British feed of Pluto TV in 2019. ® 


Show format([edit] 


The first seven series consisted of a 23-minute programme, not including approximately 
7 minutes of adverts.™ The eighth series returned in the autumn of 2005 in a longer 
format of 45 minutes, and the ninth series (which went to a 13-week run) was increased 
to a one-hour airtime slot (approximately 46 minutes excluding adverts). For series 17, 
the show has reverted to the original format of 23 minutes, which including adverts 
takes the show to half an hour. In Series 21, the show reverted to the previous one-hour 
airtime slot. 


Locations[edit] 


At the start of series 10, the show introduced between-feature links filmed at the Ace 
Cafe in London. In previous series, these links were filmed at the production company 
offices in Birmingham. Originally produced by Chrysalis Television, the Birmingham 
offices were situated on the top floor of the headquarters of 100.7 Heart FM (also, at 
that time, a Chrysalis Radio company), near Birmingham's Five Ways area. The team 
moved out when Chrysalis sold its television division to All3Media in September 2003 
(the section which later produced Fifth Gear is now known as North One Television, part 
of the All3Media group). 


In series 14, a location change from the Ace Cafe meant link sequences were filmed 
instead at the Millbrook Proving Ground, along with some of the vehicle testing features. 


Presenter line-up[edit] 


e Tiff Needell (2002-16, 2018) 

e Vicki Butler-Henderson (2002-16, 2018-present) 
e jonny Smith (2006-16, 2018-present) 

e Jason Plato (2004-14, 2018-present) 

e Tom Ford (2002-09) 


e Adrian Simpson (2002-06) 
e Quentin Willson (2002-04) 


Needell has appeared in all episodes with Butler-Henderson in most. Plato, who was 
previously on Driven, gradually replaced Simpson. 


Short-lived stints 


In 2005, the show's producer, Jon Bentley, also became a part-time presenter for a year 
before he went back to being solely the producer. Tim Lovejoy was hired in September 
2006 for series 9 and 10. In August 2008, Tim Shaw became a presenter on the show 
for series 14. In October 2010, Ben Collins, formerly The Stig on BBC's Top Gear, came 
to Fifth Gear for series 18.2% 


Shoot-outs[edit] 


Fifth Gear claimed to be 'world renowned’ for its 'infamous' shoot-outs, between 
similarly priced, similarly powerful cars, or, recently, cars versus bikes. These shoot outs 
took place at the Anglesey Circuit on the Isle of Anglesey close to Aberffraw. During the 
refurbishment of Anglesey, shoot-outs were switched to Castle Combe Circuit. 


e Fifth Gear Episode Guide 
2002 (Series 1 and 2)[edit] 


e Ford Focus RS vs. Honda Civic Type-R vs. Seat León Cupra R 
2003 (Series 3 and 4)[edit] 


e BMW Z4 (E85) 3.0i vs. Porsche Boxster 
e Radical SR3 vs. Ariel Atom 

e Nissan 350Z vs. Audi TT 3.2 Quattro 

e BMW M3 CSL vs. BMW M3 


2004 (Series 5 and 6)[edit] 


e Citroën C2 GT vs. Ford SportKa 

e Ford Transit 125 T280 vs. Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 213CDI 
e Skoda Fabia vRS TDi vs. Mini Cooper 

e Lotus Elise 111R vs. Vauxhall VX220 Turbo 


2005 (Series 7 and 8)[edit] 


e Ducati 999 vs. Lamborghini Gallardo 

e Honda Civic Type-R vs. Renaultsport Clio 182 Cup 

e Vauxhall Monaro VXR vs. MG ZT260 

e MINI Cooper S Convertible vs. Smart Brabus Roadster Coupe 
e Mosler MT900S vs. Ducati 999 

e Mercedes-Benz SL55 AMG vs. Mercedes-Benz SLK55 AMG 

e BMW X5 4.8is vs. Porsche Cayenne S 

e Noble M400 vs. Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution VIII MR FQ-400 

e Porsche 911 Carrera S vs. Lotus Exige 240R 

e Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution VI GSR vs. Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX FQ-320 
e Westfield XTR4 vs. Suzuki GSXR1000 

e Ford Fiesta ST150 vs. Mitsubishi Colt CZT 

e Mazda RX-8 vs. Alfa Romeo GT 3.2 V6 

e Nissan 350Z vs. Audi TT Sport Quattro 240 


e Mercedes-Benz CLS55 AMG vs. Jaguar XJR 
e Subaru Legacy 3.0 R spec. B Sports Tourer vs. Volvo V50 T5 SE AWD 
e Lancia Delta Integrale vs. BMW M3 e30. 


2006 (Series 9 and 10)[edit] 


e 2006 Mazda MX-5 vs. Mazda MX-5 Mkl 

e Subaru Impreza WRX STi Type-UK vs. Subaru Forester STi 
e Vauxhall Astra VXR vs. Ford Focus ST 

e Mercedes-Benz A200T vs. Toyota Corolla Verso T180 

e BMW M6 vs. BMW M5 

e Skoda Octavia vRS vs. Volkswagen Golf GTI 

e Volkswagen Golf R32 vs. BMW 130i M Sport 

e Nissan Navara vs. Mitsubishi L200 

e Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution IX MR FQ-360 vs. Stunt Plane 


2007 (Series 11 and 12)[edit] 


e Renaultsport Clio 197 vs. Vauxhall Corsa VXR 

e Mini Cooper vs. Suzuki Swift Sport 

e White van Megane shoot-out: Renaultsport Megane 230 F1 Team R26 vs. Ford 
Transit Connect X-press 

e Hire car shoot-out: Vauxhall Astra 1.6 vs. Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 

e BMW 335i vs. Audi S5 

e Honda Civic Type R (UK 198 bhp (148 kW) specification) vs. Honda Civic Type R 
(Japanese 222 bhp (166 kW) specification) 

e Audi TT 2.0T S-tronic vs. Audi TT 2.0T manual 

e Ford Gran Torino vs. Dodge Charger 


2008 (Series 13)[edit] 


e Week 1: Lotus Exige S 240 vs. Caterham CSR 260 Superlight 
e Week 2: Renaultsport Clio 197 vs. Rage Buggy R180RT 

e Week 3: Vauxhall VXR8 vs. Lotus Carlton 

e Week 4: VW Transporter Sportline vs. Mercedes-Benz Vito X 
e Week 5: Fiat Panda 1OOHP vs. Renault Twingo GT 

e Week 6: Mini One vs. Fiat 500 1.4 

e Week 7: Ford Fiesta ST vs. Vauxhall Corsa SRi 

e Week 8: Porsche Cayenne GTS vs. BMW X5 4.8i 

e Week 9: Volkswagen GTI vs. Subaru Impreza WRX 

e Week 10: Ford Escort RS Cosworth vs. Ford Focus RS 


2009 (Series 14)[edit] 


e Week 1:Mitsubishi Evo X FQ300 vs Subaru Impreza WRX STi 
e Week 2: Mazda RX-8 vs Nissan 350Z 

e Week 3: Volkswagen Passat R36 vs Audi A4 3.0 TDI 

e Week 4: Honda Civic Mugen RR vs Honda S2000 

e Week 5: Vauxhall Astra Nurburgring vs Ford Focus ST 

e Week 7: MCW Metrobus vs MCW Metrobus 


2010 (Series 17)[edit] 


e Week 1: Ford Focus RS vs Renault Mégane Renault Sport vs VW Scirocco R 
e Week 3: Citroën DS3 DSport vs. Alfa Romeo MiTo Cloverleaf 

e Week 4: Nissan 370Z Roadster vs. BMW Z4 

e Week 6: Mercedes-Benz E63 AMG (525 hp) vs. Audi RS6 

e Week 8: Peugeot RCZ vs. Volkswagen Scirocco 

e Week 9: Volkswagen Golf R vs. SEAT León Cupra R 


2010 (Series 18)[edit] 


e Week 1: BMW M3 Competition Pack vs. Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Development Pack 
e Week 2: Porsche Cayman vs. Lotus Evora 

e Week 4: BMW 320d vs. Alpina D3 BiTurbo 

e Week 6: Audi S4 vs. Vauxhall Insignia VXR 

e Week 9: Honda CR-Z vs. Citroen DS3 HDi 


2011 (Series 19)[edit] 


e Week 1: BMW 535d M Sport vs. Jaguar XF diesel S 

e Week 2: Aston Martin Virage, BMW M3 GTS, Citroen DS3. Tiff tries to break a record 
in a 911. Jason reviews a Saab 9-5. 

e Week 3: Ferrari FF, BMW 535D M-Sport, Jaguar XF, Nissan Micra. Jason goes drag 
racing in Abu Dhabi. 

e Week 4: Nissan GTR vs. Porsche 911 Turbo S 

e Week 5: Porsche 911 Carrera vs. Lotus Evora S 

e Week 6: Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG, Aston Martin V8 Vantage S, Lexus CT200h. Tiff 
and Jason race in hovercrafts. 

e Week 7: BMW 1 M, Ford Focus Titanium, Jaguar E-Type, Allard J2X 

e Week 8: McLaren MP4-12C vs. Ferrari 458 Italia 

e Week 9: Lamborghini Gallardo Performante, Volkswagen Phaeton, Porsche Cayman 
R, Smart Roadster, Audi A2 TDi, Honda Insight. Jonny shows us 3 of the cheapest to 
run cars in existence. 

e Week 10: BMW M3 GTS, Porsche 911 GT3 RS, Piaggo MP3 Yourban (three wheeled 
scooter). Highlights from the last 10 years. 


2011 (Series 20)[edit] 


e Week 1: The presenters conduct a 120 mph (190 km/h) crash test. They also 
compare two of the most powerful Jaguars ever made. They also take a look at 
the Range Rover Evoque. 

e Week 2: Tiff chats to British rally driver Mark Higgins. The presenters take a look ata 
new Mercedes convertible. Vicki races a new Ford Mustang around Le Mans. Jonny 
begins a journey of a lifetime in a very unlikely car. 

e Week 3: Tiff test drives the Lamborghini's new Aventador hypercar. Vicki makes her 
way through Italy's snowy mountain roads in Mini's brand new coupe. Jonny finds 
out about vehicle wrapping. 

e Week 4: Vicki makes her way to Italy to drive a new convertible version of the 
Ferrari 458. Tiff takes part in a shootout between two ultra-powerful coupes. The 
team test drive the most economical car available. 


e Week 5: Tiff takes a look at the last ever Porsche 911. Vicki travels to Portugal 
where she takes on the role of a beach lifeguard in a brand new VW pick-up truck. 
Jonny attempts to make Renault's battery powered car go as far as possible on one 
charge. 

e Week 6: Jonny finds the best driving road in the world. Vicki takes the new VW 
Amarok pick-up for a test drive on a beach in Portugal. The driving skills of Roy 
Keane are tested by Tiff at the Nurburgring. The presenters take a look at the 
new Volkswagen Golf Cabriolet. 

e Week 7: Tiff takes a drive through France's Champagne region in Aston Martin's 
newest convertible. Vicki is the umpire in a race between two England cricket stars. 
Jonny takes a look at two off-road bargains to help see us through the winter. 

e Week 8: The presenters get the chance to drive the latest version of the Jeep. 
Cricket legend Jimmy Anderson is put through his paces around the 
gruelling Nurburgring race track by Tiff. 

e Week 9: Vicki drives through the Pyrenees in the new BMW MB. Jonny travels 
to Barcelona to take a look at the Seat's new city car. Tiff is joined by rally 
driver Mark Higgins to test drive Renault's new hatchback. 

e Week 10: Jonny takes a look at some exciting cars at the LA Auto Show. lan 
Botham is taught how to drive around the legendary Nurburgring racing track. Vicki 
learns some evasive driving techniques from the police who chauffeur the Royal 
Family. 


2012 (Series 21)[edit] 


e Week 1: Tiff tests the Porsche 911 Carrera S. Jonny Smith gets a high-speed truck 
rally driving lesson and the team also test a Volkswagen Beetle. Jason invites Suzi 
Perry to test, if you tweak ECU, change tyres etc. have better time. Vicki is ona 
mission to refill during driving. 

e Week 2: Jason and Tiff test Mercedes SLS AMG against an Aston Martin, a Jaguar and 
a Bentley. Johnny goes to Sweden to drive new Audi Al quattro with Stig Blomqvist. 

e Week 3: Vicki tests the dynamic performance management system in the Lotus 
Exige S against ex-Lotus F1 driver Karun Chandhok. Tiff conducts an investigation 
into the advantages of electronic stability control (ESC) and Jonny Smith 
recommends some used cars with ESC fitted as standard. Team test of the Suzuki 
Swift Sport. Jonny tests sat-navs at three price levels. Vicki attends the Monaco 
Motor Show and drives the Fisker Karma on the Grand Prix track as well as a Hunton 
XRS 43 powerboat. 

e Week 4: Tiff takes to the Italian F1 circuit in the hope of qualifying for the 
Lamborghini Series, and the team reports whether different types of petrol affect a 
car's performance 

e Week 5: Team test: Mini Cooper convertible. Tiff tries drifting with new Bentley 
Continental GT. Vicki goes to Gordon Murray's home to see his history of designing 
and presents his first electric car, the T27. Jason goes to Iceland to drive formula off- 
road with 2009 champion Hafsteinn Thorvaldsson. Jonny learns how to wash a Rolls- 
Royce Ghost EWB. 

e Week 6: Tiff celebrates the Ferrari F40's 25th birthday, Jason pits the Mercedes C63 
AMG Black Series against its BMW rival and Vicki drives a new Land Rover. 

e Week 7: Jonny takes a behind-the-scenes look at the Isle of Man TT motorcycle race 
with John McGuinness, and the Subaru BRZ sports car is tested around the circuit. 
Tiff searches for his top three car racing games, Vicki tests the Renault Twizy, and 
the team test the Ford Focus Ecoboost 1.0 to see if it's more powerful than the 1.6 
version. 


e Week 8: Jonny examines the new Ferrari California, while Vicki explores the world of 
motorbike speedway in Denmark. 

e Week 9: Jonny heads to Sweden for an American car show, Tiff tests the KTM X-Bow 
R trackday car, Jason explores affordable ways to upgrade a car stereo for better 
sound, and Vicki relives her karting memories with a race. 


2013 (Series 22)[edit] 


e Week 1: Vicki in the new Porsche Boxster S against a jet plane, Tiff tests the 
difference between used and new tyres. Jonny goes to Trollstigen to test Ford 
Focus ST. Jason tests Audi S8. 

e Week 2: Jason tests the brand new Pagani Huayra, Tiff tests the new Porsche 
911 cabriolet to find out if it's quicker than the Audi R8 Spyder. Vicki tests a super 
car off roader. Johny reveals the three classic cars that could be a better investment 
than gold. 

e Week 3: Vicki in the brand new Porsche Panamera GTS against the all-new Mercedes 
CLS 63, both cars are tested to the limit. Jason tests a brand new supercar made in 
the Netherlands. Johny spends a night in the Swiss alps to demonstrate how your car 
can keep you alive. Tiff tests the Frontline MG LE50O. 

e Week 4: Tiff and rally driver Kris Meeke find the ultimate hot hatch (VW _ Golf GTI vs 
Renault Sport Megane vs Ford Focus ST vs Astra VXR), Vicki is in Germany to test 
the Audi RS 4, Jonny finds out how the world's most powerful simulator has become 
F1's secret weapon. Jason reveals the ultimate secondhand sports car you can buy 
on a budget. 

e Week 5: Jonny jumps into the world of professional drifting, the team test the Audi 
S7 to the extreme, Vicki takes part in a world record attempt: the largest parade of 
Ferraris, Tiff tests filling tyres with nitrogen and Jason tests the new Mercedes SL. 

e Week 6: Vicki races rally driver Andreas Mikkelsen in three speed challenges, Jason 
tests the new BMW M6, Tiff finds out what the ultimate small car is and Jonny shows 
the essential DIY skills that will allow you to save money. 

e Week 7: Vicki tests the new Ferrari F12 Berlinetta, Jonny attempts to become the 
fastest drag race passenger, Tiff and Jason race each other in a dog fight find to find 
out which of the latest entry level hot hatches is the greatest, and the team test the 
latest car safety systems. 

e Week 8: Vicki visits Pininfarina headquarters in Italy and tests the Maserati 
GranTurismo MC Stradale, Jonny tests the modern-day Morgan three-wheeler, while 
Jason looks for the best Bluetooth gadget to use while driving together with Suzi 
Perry. 

e Week 9: Tiff takes on Sabine Schmitz in a battle between the Porsche 911 and the 
BMW M6, Jason tests the new Morgan Plus 8, Vicki goes off-road with the latest 
version of the Range Rover Evoque and Jonny is in the lab to test fuel saving 
gadgets. 


2013 (Series 23)[edit] 


e Week 1: Tiff and Jason test the Mercedes-Benz SL63 AMG, the Audi R8 V10 Spyder 
and the Maserati GranCabrio to the limit to find out which is the best super cabrio on 
the market, the team test the new Range Rover Autobiography, Vicki races the BMW 
M135i against world super bike rider Chaz Davies on the BMW HP4 and Jonny drives 
1000 km in Europe's cheapest car, the Dacia Sandero. 

e Week 2: Vicki and Tiff go head to head with the Renault Sport Megane 265 vs 
the Toyota GT86. Jason turns car doctor for the day as he tries to bring a tired 


engine back to full health. Jonny tests the Jaguar F-Type in Spain. The team test the 
Mazda6. 

e Week 3: Tiff tests the McLaren 12C Spider, Jonny investigates the secret world of 
crash testing, the team test the brand new Volkswagen Golf, Jason and Finnish 
double world champion rally driver Marcus Grönholm pitch two brand new Porsche 
Caymans head to head in an automatic vs manual gearbox battle. 

e Week 4: Tiff is in Los Angeles to reveal the latest petrol head craze: "Restomodding" 
and tests Magnus Walker's 1972 Porsche 911 STR, an Icon Toyota Land Cruiser FJ, 
and a Singer Porsche 911, Jason tests the new Aston Martin Vanquish with Brazilian 
racing driver Bruno Senna, Vicki tests the latest safety gadgets: dashboard cameras 
and the team test the brand new Mercedes-Benz A-Class. 

e Week 5: Jason and Tiff test three brand new hot hatches: the Renault Sport Clio 200, 
the Peugeot 208 GTi and the Ford Fiesta ST, Vicki tests the new Donkervoort D8 
GTO, the team test the brand new Jaguar XF Sportbreak, Jonny is at Bentley's HQ 
and tests the Bentley Mulsanne. 

e Week 6: Tiff and Sabine Schmitz test the Caterham 7 Supersport R, the Morgan 
three-wheeler and the Ariel Atom 3.5. Jason tests the Mercedes-Benz G63 AMG, Vicki 
competes in a track day with a Peugeot 205 GTi and the team test the new Hyundai 
Veloster Turbo. 


Team Test[edit] 


In Series 19, a new segment was introduced, called the Team Test. This is 
where Tiff, Jason, Jonny and Vicki all did a group test on an important new car. They all 
scored the car out of 10, and added their scores together to get the score for the car. 


2009 cancellation and return[edit] 


On 18 October 2009, the Mail Online reported that the show had been cancelled. !lzesrecate 
suca Up to then there had been no official announcement or confirmation. Although, 
Channel 5 executives had been quoted as saying, "Five is proud of Fifth Gear's 
contribution to the channel but after 16 series, feels it's time to try something new."42 


On 27 November 2009, Jeremy Clarkson mentioned on The Chris Moyles Show that it 
was a shame that Fifth Gear had been cancelled. 


In late December 2009, however, presenter Jonny Smith suggested via Twitter that the 
show could return for another series early in 2010.22 On 8 January 2010, Smith tweeted: 
"Fifth Gear IS coming back!", and in his next tweet, he said "Wow, such quick 
responses! Basically, we all know there's room for two car TV shows. FG will simply be a 
reviews based visual car magazine." Tiff Needell also tweeted saying "Home to the news 
that, after much negotiating Fifth Gear looks like it will after all be returning to your 
screens sometime in the Spring!" and also hinted the show will have a new format in his 
next tweet "Glad so many of you are delighted by the Fifth Gear news — and, yes the 
format will be moving away from the stupid ... but still having fun!"2" 


On 17 January 2010, Vicki Butler-Henderson and Tiff Needell confirmed at the Autosport 
International Show that Fifth Gear will be returning in Spring 2010. The pair featured a 
car shootout in Fifth Gear style in the live arena show and said several times to the 
audience that the show would be back on air in Spring and to ignore the cancellation 
rumours.!221 


The series started on 3 June 2010. The series ran for 10 episodes and the first one 
had Lewis Hamilton as a guest. On 1 October 2010, it was announced that Ben 
Collins (who played the original White Stig on Top Gear) would join the show.24 


Second cancellation and return[edit] 


On 14 May 2016, Tiff Needell announced the cancellation of Fifth Gear following its last 
episode repeat airing on ITV4.24 Following a three year hiatus, Needell announced the 
show's return on 14 June 2018, having started filming for a new series to be aired in 
September 2018 on the Discovery-operated Quest TV channel.22 


Episodes[edit] 
See also: List of Fifth Gear episodes 


The Fifth Gear Awards[edit] 
Each year for a few series, the programme gives out various awards: 


2004 [edit] 


e Best small car - BMW 1 series 

e Best family car - Ford Focus 

e Best fast car - Porsche 911 Carrera S 
e Car of the year - Volkswagen Golf GTI 


2005 [edit] 


e Best small car - Ford Fiesta ST 

e Best family car - Honda Civic 

e Best fast car - BMW M5 

e Car of the year - Porsche Boxster 


2006[edit] 


e Best small car - Mini Cooper S 

e Best family car - Ford S-Max 

e Best fast car - Chevrolet Corvette Z06 
e Car of the year - Audi TT 


2007[edit] 


e Best small car - Fiat 500 

e Best family car - Ford Mondeo 
e Best fast car - Audi R8 

e Car of the year - Audi A4 


Comparison with Top Geariedit] 


Fifth Gear is a continuation of the original BBC Top Gear. At its launch, Fifth Gear had 
the same format and topics as Top Gear, also with long-time Top Gear presenters 
Needell and Willson, as well as Butler-Henderson and Simpson.22 The Top Gear reboot 
however was a drastically different format compared to Fifth Gear and the old Top Gear. 
The new Top Gear has a strong focus on comedy and general entertainment by 
comparison.“2 Fifth Gear has been referenced in Top Gear, such as in series 10 after a 


barn fire damaged Top Gear property, Jeremy Clarkson satirically claimed that Fifth 
Gear "burned our furniture."2 


Accidents[edit] 


During recording for Series 12, Episode 7,24 two accidents took place while on set. 


e On 27 September 2007,22 Tom Ford broke his foot and several toes?" when he 
crashed a modified Bedford Rascal van. Tom Ford was recording a piece 
about drifting. He and co-host Jonny Smith were racing each other in a D1 Grand 
Prix style around a private track. After winning the event, Ford was performing a 
victory drift that went wrong, put his van (painted to resemble the A-Team GMC 
Van) up on two wheels and into a safety barrier. 

e On 9 October 2007,24 BTCC driver Jason Plato suffered multiple burns when 
a Caparo T1 he was driving at Bruntingthorpe proving ground burst into flames. 
251 The car, capable of 200 mph (320 km/h), burst into flames at an estimated 
150 mph (240 km/h). Plato said: "There was a slight loss of power, | looked in the 
mirror and saw some smoke, there was a slight smell of oil and then suddenly there 
was this intense heat. The car spontaneously erupted into a ball of flames and | was 
sat in the middle of a fireball." The presenter was initially taken to Market 
Harborough and District Hospital by former BTCC driver Phil Bennett before being 
treated at Kettering General Hospital. He later received specialist burns treatment 
at Stoke Mandeville Hospital. The incident was mentioned during Top Gear's 
discussion of the Caparo T1 the next year. 


Both accidents were shown on the episode. 


International airings[edit] 


Fifth Gear has been broadcast on the Speed Channel in the United States for a short 
period in 2004 to early 2007. It began airing on Velocity on Wednesdays after Wheeler 
Dealers as of 3 October 2012. 


Fifth Gear began broadcasting in Australia in November 2009, on Seven Network's free- 
to-air digital channel 7mate (previously shown on 7Two). 


Fifth Gear started Canadian broadcast on Discovery Channel Canada in 2008, beginning 
with 2006 series. This version ran in half-hour format. 


Fifth Gear was also telecasted in Asia-Pacific in Discovery Turbo. It aired the 60 minute 
version. 


See also[edit] 


e Top Gear (1977 TV series) 
e Top Gear (2002 TV series) 
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The Gadget Show 


Gadget 


Also known as 


Genre 


Created by 


Directed by 


Presented by 


Theme music 


composer 


Country of origin 


Original language 
(s) 


No. of series 


No. of episodes 


The Gadget Show: World Tour 
The All New Gadget Show 


Review show 


Ewan Keil 
Richard Pearson 


James Woodroffe 


Ben Bhatia 


Craig Charles 
Ortis Deley 
Jon Bentley 


Georgie Barrat 


Barrie Gledden (Series 1-16) 
Suzi Perry (World Tour & All-New 
Series) 


Andy Duggan (Series 17-) 


United Kingdom 


English 


28 (and 2 other series) 


363 (as of 15 June 2018) 


Production 


Executive produc Richard Pearson 


er(s) 


Running time 30 minutes 
(Series 1-2 and Dave/Discovery 
Science contracted repeats) 
45 minutes (Series 3-6) 


60 minutes (Series 7-) 


Production comp North One Television 


any(s) 

Distributor All3Media 
Release 

Original network Channel 5 


Picture format 576i (Series 1-16) 
HDTV 1080i (Series 17-) 


Original release 7 June 2004 - 


present 
External links 


Website 


The Gadget Show is a British television series which focuses on consumer technology. 
The show, which is broadcast on Channel 5, is currently presented by Craig 
Charles, Ortis Deley, Jon Bentley and Georgie Barrat.™ 


Originally a thirty-minute show, it was extended to forty-five minutes, then later to sixty 
minutes. Repeats have also aired on the digital channels 5Star and 5Spike, syndicated 
broadcasts on Discovery Science and Dave (in edited down half-hour versions), and 
Channel 5's on-demand service My5. In Australia, it is aired on The Lifestyle 

Channel. The Gadget Show has received many Guinness World Records. 


Format([edit] 


The former Gadget Show set 
2004-2006: Beginnings[edit] 


The show previews and reviews the latest gadgets, and broadcasts the latest 
technology news. The show is aimed at giving the mass consumer an insight into the 
gadget world and in addition, it aims to give enough information for the more "geeky" 
or knowledgeable audience, but still making it accessible to the more casual viewer. The 
show has featured Blu-ray Discs, video cameras, MP3 players, Internet multi media 
tablets and other technologies. A segment showing viewers how to get the most out of 
their technology was also often included along with a competition to win anything from 
£5,000 to £45,000 worth of new gadgets. Each series usually contained a special 
episode focusing on a particular technology conference or expo. Past conferences 
include CeBIT and the NextFest. 


2007-2010: Studio and time increase[edit] 


Series 5 saw a Slight tweak in the format, with the three presenters hosting from a 
studio base, although a lot of the show still took place outside of the studio. The studio 
sections were filmed at The Custard Factory on Gibb Street in Digbeth, Birmingham, 
England. This was until a new set was introduced and the studio was then moved to 
inside The Gadget Show's offices located inside North One Television in Digbeth. A 
recurring theme in the updated format was a regular challenge between Jason and Suzi 
(and occasionally Jon and/or Ortis), typically set around particular gadget(s) and their 
testing or use based around it. Another addition was that now the week's main featured 
gadget(s), typically reviewed by Jon, was given a 'G rating’ from one to five. The 
seventh series, which started on 29 October 2007, saw the programme promoted to a 
20:00 start time (previously 19:15), and running increased from forty-five minutes to 
one hour. 


From series 8, there was also a new "Top 5" feature which consists of the Top 5 gadgets 
in a certain category. At the start of the eleventh series, a new item was introduced, 
called the "Wall of Fame" where Ortis or Suzi and Jason picked their favourite gadget 
from a particular category that they think changed the face of modern gadgetry, and 
then Jon picked the one to win and go up on the wall. There were also several other 
recurring features (such as aforementioned "Top 5", and 'The Focus Group’ - testing 
products with various groups of people, who voted for their best one) which were 
featured in episodes on a semi-regular basis. 


The show also offers a competition, (answering a multiple choice question, 
by phone, SMS or postal entry) that gives the winner on some occasions up to 250 
prizes. 


For 2010, the programme received a rebrand centred on the Museo typeface. This 
included refreshed titles and break bumpers. Also in 2010, the show saw the release of 
a supporting magazine called 'The Gadget Show Magazine’. Despite advocating HD 
content and reviewing high definition television sets, cameras and other devices, the 
show continued to be produced and broadcast in standard definition, being upscaled on 
the Channel 5 HD simulcast channel. It would take until the World Tour series for the 
show to begin broadcasting in native HD. 


In August 2011, it was announced a new series of The Gadget Show would be shown on 
Fridays. However, from 26 September 2011, the show reverted to Mondays, due to 
strong competition on Friday nights. 


2012-2013: World Tour revamp[edit] 


In February 2012, it was announced that the show would be in a new, revamped format. 
It was called The Gadget Show: World Tour, and it started airing on 23 April 2012. The 
new version of the show saw presenters Jason Bradbury and Pollyanna Woodward 
travelling the world to test the latest gadgets and partake in a number of challenges. 
The reception of the show from fans, after the first few broadcasts were generally 
negative, questioning Jon, Ortis and Suzi's drop from the show, Butscsinalresearcnai 


The next series, under the name The All New Gadget Show, began airing on 5 
November 2012. It followed the same format as the previous series known as The 
Gadget Show: World Tour.=! Guests in this series included musical-comedy group Jonny 
& The Baptists“ as well as popular YouTube star Ali-A.““= Two specials aired in Spring 
2013, a ‘future’ special and a ‘Bank Holiday' special. 


2013-2016: Back to origins, presenter changes[edit] 


For the 17th series, Jason Bradbury and Pollyanna Woodward were joined 

by Countdown co-presenter Rachel Riley and former Gadget Show presenter Jon_ 
Bentley who re-joined the show as chief gadget tester.” It was announced that The 
Gadget Show would return to its more traditional format, with a new studio. On 30 
January 2014, it was announced that Ortis Deley would be returning to the show, 
replacing Pollyanna Woodward. On 25 April 2014, it was announced that Riley would 
be leaving the show and would be replaced by Olympic skeleton gold medallist, Amy 
Williams. 


From the 22nd series, in-studio presenter links were scrapped; so, the filmed inserts 
were linked by graphics and countdown clips with voiceover from Bradbury, Deley, 
Williams and Bentley. A new logo and graphics were also introduced. New features 
included profiles of YouTube creators and vioggers and a section called Gadget Help 
where viewers of the show can get tech help to solve their problems. For the 23rd 
series, the show returned to a Friday night slot for the first time since 2011. 


2017-present: Presenter changes, Gadget Show Live axed, and 
revampl[edit] 


At the end of the 24th series of The Gadget Show, it was announced that Bradbury had 
decided to quit the show after 12 years. A day later, it was confirmed that Amy Williams 
would also leave. Furthermore, it was also announced that The Gadget Show Live had 
been axed in 2017 in favour of a new technology show taking place at Westfield 


London. The 25th series saw the show have a revamp. Channel 5 were keeping quiet as 
to what would happen in the new series.22 


On 17 February 2017, it was announced that Craig Charles and Georgie Barrat would 
replace Amy Williams and Jason Bradbury for the 25th series and would host alongside 
Ortis Deley and Jon Bentley. It was also announced that the show would return to a 
studio base in Birmingham and would air from 10 March 2017 for 12 episodes." The 
new Gadget Show logo teaser was released on the official Facebook page on 14 
February 2017.22 


The show in its 26th and 27th series continued with the hosts from the 25th series with 
all studio filming taking place to the south of Birmingham in the 'Studio 212' complex 
operated by the privately owned company drp. 


Guinness World Records[edit] 


This section needs additional citations 
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Show" - news « newspapers « books = scholar « JSTOR (August 
2012) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


During the challenge section of The Gadget Show, the team is sometimes asked to set 
new Guinness World Records. So far, they have set records for: 


e The fastest speed reached by a slot car racer achieved by Dallas Campbell while 
filming for The Gadget Show.22! 

e The fastest speed reached by an internal combustion powered radio-controlled 
model car is 137.86 km/h (85.66 mph), controlled by Jason Bradbury (UK) on the set 
of The Gadget Show in Stratford-upon-Avon, UK, on 29 October 2008.24 

e The fastest speed in a water jet-powered car is 26.8 km/h (16.65 mph) and was 
achieved by Jason Bradbury (UK) on the set of The Gadget Show at Wattisham 
Airfield, Ipswich, UK, on 15 March 2010. 

e The longest ramp jump performed by a remote controlled model car is 26.18 m 
achieved by an HPI Vorza, controlled by Jason Bradbury (UK) on the set of The 
Gadget Show in Birmingham, UK, on 25 March 2010. !t#tenneedel (Since been beaten by 
Thomas Strobel, Germany on 30 July 2011. Setting a distance of 36.9 m.25) 

e The largest game of Tetris measured at 105.79 m? and was played on The Gadget 
Show in Birmingham, UK on 15 September 2010. 

e The heaviest machine moved using a brain control interface weighs 56.2 tonnes 
(61.95 tons), as demonstrated on the set of The Gadget Show, Studley (UK) on 17 
March 2011.28 

e The fastest speed attained on a jet-powered street luge is 115.83 mph 
(186.41 km/h), achieved by Jason Bradbury (UK) on the set of The Gadget Show's 
200th episode in Bentwaters Parks, Suffolk, UK, on 9 August 2011.44 

e The longest loop-de-loop performed by a radio-controlled car at a diameter of 2.3 m. 


Failed campaigns[edit] 


The show launched a campaign for free WiFi access across the country. Viewers were 
urged to register their support on the show's website; Jason Bradbury promised to take 


the issue to 10 Downing Street if the need arose, which it did, but got a reply rejecting 
his petition after over 30,000 names were sent in, ‘t2tanecdeai 


In 2015, the show (and Worth Capital) also launched a "Future Gadget" competition 
which gave all budding entrepreneurial tech' inventors a chance to bring their new 
gadgets to market, with financial backing and advert space on Channel 5 for the overall 
tech winner. This competition was also to run alongside The Gadget Show Live 2015 in 
parallel as part of the selection process. This competition itself was terminated early on 
as the show and Worth Capital felt that the initial entries were not to the highest of 
standards. Another major online media source suggested that a severe lack of 
investors, the enduring lengthy format processes as well as some of the terms and 
conditions (such as the equity stakes the entrants would have to give up when signing 
strict contracts) was the real reasons for the demise of this competition. The trust 
between the fans and the show itself was damaged as a conclusive result, 22222011211 


Series overview[edit] 


Broadcast 
Series Episodes 
Premiere 

l i 10 7 June 2004 

2 10 14 January 2005 
l 3 10 3 October 2005 
l 4 13 30 January 2006 
i 5 13 18 September 2006 
Í 6 10 12 February 2007 
l 7 8 29 October 2007 

8 10 31 March 2008 


Finale 


16 August 


18 March : 


5 Decembel! 


24 April 2 
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9 June 2008 


6 October 2008 


9 March 2009 


3 August 2009 


1 February 2010 


2 August 2010 


14 February 2011 


19 August 2011 


23 April 2012 


5 November 2012 


3 June 2013 


14 October 2013 


24 February 2014 


15 September 2014 


2 March 2015 


4 August 2 


30 January 


1 June 2( 


14 Decembe 


24 May 2 


20 Decembe 


6 June 2( 


9 January | 


28 May 2 


28 January 


29 July 2( 


6 January | 


21 April 2 


19 Decembe 


18 May 2 


l 221 12 21 September 2015 
| 23: 12 19 February 2016 
I 24: ie 7 October 2016 
Í 251 12 10 March 2017 
l 26: 12 6 October 2017 
l 


272 12 9 March 2018 


Note Viewing figures include Channel 5 +1 from series 19 onwards. 

e te2Series numbers were later changed to exclude the World Tour and All New 
Gadget Show from current series listing. The series which started airing on 9 March 
2018 is listed as Series 27. 


Presenters[edit] 
Current presenters[edit] 


e Craig Charles (2017-present) 

e jon Bentley (2004-12, 2013-present) 

e Ortis Deley (2009-12, 2014-present)22! 
e Georgie Barrat (2017-present) 
Experts 


e Jordan Erica Webber: gaming expert (2017-present) 
e Harry Wallop: technology money saving expert (2017-present) 


Note: Jon Bentley is the only original presenter left and is the longest running current 
presenter. 


Former presenters[edit] 


Jason Bradbury (2004-2016) - 327 episodes 
Tom Dunmore (2004, 2010) - 4 episodes 
Suzi Perry (2004-2012) - 208 episodes 
Dallas Campbell (2008) - 22 episodes 


7 December 


13 May 2 


16 Decembe 


9 June 2¢ 


22 Decembe 


15 June 2 


e Gail Porter (2009) - 7 episodes (stand-in for Suzi Perry who was suffering ectopic 


pregnancy) 
e Pollyanna Woodward (2010-2014) - 62 episodes 


e Rachel Riley (2013-2014) - 31 episodes 
e Amy Williams (2014-2016) 
e Yue Xu (2016) 


Gadget Show Web TV{[edit] 


e Dionne South: presenter (2008-2012) 


Theme tune[edit] 


The original theme tune used from 2004 to 2011 was composed by Barrie Gledden and 
was entitled "In the Machine". 


In Episode 4 of Series 16, Perry and Bradbury were challenged to create a new theme 
tune for The Gadget Show which would replace the current one used since the show's 
first broadcast using only consumer tech. Jason decided that he would use DJing 
software and equipment to compose his theme, whereas Suzi opted for using apps 
available on the iPad 2 to compose her version. After the show, viewers were 
encouraged to vote for their favourite of the two on The Gadget Show's website, with 
the version receiving the most votes being chosen as the new theme. At the start of the 
next episode, it was revealed that Suzi's version was chosen by viewers and was first 
used in the opening titles of that episode. 


A revised version of the theme, including 'drumbeat' elements, accompanied the World 
Tour series. 


The show's current theme music, credited to Andy Duggan, was introduced from the 
2013 reboot. It is similar sonically to the first and third themes, melodically following on 
from the immediately prior (World Tour) theme but with electronic overtones akin to 
those of the original music. 


Website and YouTube channel[edit] 


The Gadget Show website, which now is part of Channel 5's 5FWD website, contains 
information on topics and products discussed and featured on the show. In addition, the 
site contains product reviews, how-tos, news, and free 'web episodes’, containing extra 
material not featured on the TV programme. 


The Gadget Show also has a YouTube channel which features special behind the scenes 
videos and Web TV episodes. 


Gadget Show Live([edit] 


The live Super Theatre at Gadget Show Live 2013, featuring Jason Bradbury and Pollyanna 
Woodward 


The Gadget Show Live was an exhibition that showcased the latest in technology 
from different sectors. It took place annually at the Birmingham National Exhibition 
Centre, and allowed visitors the chance to test and buy the latest technology in the 
market. 


The show encompassed a variety of different features which in the past have included 
Battlefield Live, Robo Challenge Arena, Toy Arena, Game Zone, Future Tech Zone, 
Photographic Stage and The HUB. The show's most infamous feature is the Super 
Theatre, an exclusive hour-long interactive theatre show hosted by the presenters. 


In 2013, the show took place 3-7 April, in 2014 it took place 9-13 April, in 2015 it took 
place 7-12 April and in 2016 it took place between 31 March and 3 April. 


In 2017, the show was dropped by organisers Upper Street Events in favour of a new 
event at Westfield London. 


See also[edit] 
e Click 


e Gadget Geeks 
e Tomorrow's World 
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External links[edit] 


e The Gadget Show at Channel5.com 


e The Gadget Show Live 
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MTV 
M í 
Launched 1 July 1997 
Network ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks UK Ltd 


Owned by ViacomCBS 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


Audience 


share 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast 


area 


Headquarters 


Formerly 


called 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Timeshift 


service 


Website 


Sky (UK) 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


UK: 
0.12% (April 2019, BARB) 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


London, United Kingdom 


MTV UK & Ireland (1997-2004) 
MTV UK (2004-2007) 
MTV One (2007-09) 


List[show] 
MTV +1 
mtv.co.uk 
mtv.ie 
Availability 
Satellite 


Channel 126 (HD) 
Channel 226 (+1) 
Channel 823 (SD) 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 126 (SD) 
Channel 226 (+1) 
Channel 344 (HD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 134 (SD) 
Channel 183 (HD) 


WightFibre Channel 92 


Virgin Media Channel 701 


Ireland 
IPTV 
BT Channel 309 (SD) 
Channel 371 (HD) 
Freewire Channel 601 


TalkTalk TV Channel 309 


Plusnet Channel 309 
Channel 371 (HD) 


eir Vision Channel 126 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK & Ireland only) 


Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 


Anywhere 


MTV is a British pay television channel focusing on reality TV and music programming 
operated by ViacomCBS International Media Networks Europe. 


The channel launched as part of MTV Networks Europe localisation strategy in 1997. 
MTV UK (previously MTV UK & Ireland; MTV One) was launched on 1 July 1997. The 
channel was set up to provide audiences with local artists and more relevant music 
content. Prior to the localisation of MTV in Europe, the region was served by MTV 
Europe which was launched on 1 August 1987. Since February 2011 MTV has been 
solely an entertainment channel.“ 


The channel is in over 10 million homes in the UK and Ireland.®! 


Availability[edit] 


From its inception, MTV UK (then branded as MTV UK & Ireland) the network 

served United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland. For a short period the channel was 
made available free-to-air in New Zealand between July 1997 to June 1998” under a 
special agreement between TVNZ and MTV Networks Europe. The channel was 
broadcast on analogue from the Astra 1A satellite as part of the Sky 

Multichannels subscription package. In April 2001, the channel became a digital-only 
channel within the UK and Ireland. 


History[edit] 
1987-2001[edit] 


A 


MUSIC TELEVISION 


1997-2007 and 2009-2011 logo. 


MTV first became available in the UK when MTV Europe launched on August 1, 1987. 
During 1997, part of MTV Networks Europe's localization strategy MTV planned to 
launch three stand-alone regionalized channels for Germany, Italy, and the UK, 
alongside MTV Europe. 


MTV UK & Ireland was launched on 1 July 1997 as part of MTV Networks Europe's 
regionalisation strategy. MTV launched a UK and Ireland specific channel to target 
existing competition within the market. MTV UK & Ireland launched with specialised 
content of hit MTV Europe shows which included the Euro Top 20, MTV Select, MTV 
News, MTV News Weekend Edition, Non-Stop Hits, US Top 20 Hitlist UK, Stylissimo, The 
Big Picture, Up 4 It and The Lick. The channel promoted maily English-speaking music 
programming and music. 


In 1999, MTV Networks Europe announced that it would expand its channel portfolio 
within the UK and Ireland. On July 1, 1999, MTV launched MTV Base and MTV Extra. MTV 
UK & Ireland also rebranded with a new schedule and on-air presentation. 


2002-2010[edit] 


In 2002, MTV began to air programming from MTV US, similar to other MTV channels in 
Europe. MTV began to drop some of its localised programming in favour of MTV US 
shows. These shows included Jackass, Date My Mom and Dismissed. Despite targeted 
efforts to play certain types of music videos in limited rotation, MTV greatly reduced its 
overall rotation of music videos throughout the first decade of the 2000s. While music 
videos dominated the channel in early 2000-2002 the rate of music rotation declined 
rapidly. Similar trends are noted on other European MTV channels and other sister 
networks in the US. 


In July 2007, MTV in the UK was renamed to 'MTV One' with a major new branding 
launching across most of the MTV channels. MTV2 was renamed 'MTV Two' to follow the 
consistent branding across the channels. Promotion started on 1 July 2007 under the 
title 'MTV New 22.07.07'.© The rebrand saw viewers engaging with the channel. In 
early 2009, it was announced that MTV One would be rebranded as simply MTV and 
the one-hour timeshift MTV One +1 as MTV +1 on 1 July 2009.4 


CIONE 


MTV One logo (22 July 2007 - 30 June 2009) 


For most of 2008, MTV's main source of music video programming was based on its 
sister channels MTV Two, MTV Hits, MTV Dance, MTV Base and TMF. As of 2009 the only 
music based programming on MTV include MTV Push, MTV World Stage and MTV Iggy. 
These shows are produced by MTV Networks International and are shown on most MTV 
channels worldwide. 


On 1 July 2009 MTV available in the UK and Ireland adopted MTV's global identity as 
part of MTV International. 64 MTV channels now share similar music and entertainment 
content and similar on-air and online branding. Part the rebrand saw a 50/50 balance in 
the number of music based programming and reality based TV series that air on the 
channels. 


From 2010, MTV increased its music output which has since been diluted by reality 
based television programmes. As part of a global strategy MTV music content with the 
launch of MTV World Stage and Friday Night Music, both shows helped to maintain 
MTV's audience figures. 


2011-present[edit] 


On 1 February 2011, MTV removed all music from the channel and moved it to newly 
launched channel MTV Music; the only music that remains is the occasional MTV Most 
Wanted strand. The channel became a general entertainment channel and was moved 
to the entertainment section of Sky's EPG at channel 126, with MTV +1 moving to 160. 
The move resulted in an increase in the channel's audience share of nearly 150% in the 
6 weeks after the change, while viewing was down nearly 20% on Virgin Media during 
the same period, where the channel had yet to move. On 29 May 2013 MTV was 
moved to the entertainment section of Virgin Media's EPG on channel 134.2 


MTV was rebranded once again to the current logo on 1 July 2011, and began 
broadcasting in 16:9 widescreen at the same time. A high-definition simulcast of MTV 
launched on 13 February 2012 on Sky in the UK and Ireland.™ 


In 2016, MTV started showing repeats of Big Brother UK in the UK, the day following its 
broadcast on Channel 5. 


Presenters and VJs[edit] 


Past presenters: 


e S Bluey Robinson (2012-2016) 
e E ® Laura Whitmore (2008-2016) 


e = Rickie Haywood Williams 
e && Melvin O'Doom 

e = Joel Dommett 

e S Lilah Parsons 

e SS Trevor Nelson 

e EE Michael Gibson 

e = Simone Angel 

e EE Justin Lee Collins 

e EE Donna Air 

e Ef 8 DP Fitzgerald 

e E & Danann Breathnach 
e SS Tim Kash 

e EH Zane Lowe 

e S Sara Cox 

e SE Alex Zane 

e S June Sarpong 

e S Greg James 

e EE Sarah Cawood 

e EI Emma Ledden 

e S Lisa Snowdon 

e S Kelly Brook 

e S Richard Blackwood 
e S Cat Deeley 

e SS Edith Bowman 

e EE Russell Brand 

e &E Dave Berry 

e S Anthony Crank 

e &E Eddy Temple-Morris 
¢ EE Emma Willis 

e &E Alice Levine 

e SE Dane Bowers 


Programming[edit] 
UK produced showS[edit] 


MTV News 

Geordie Shore (2011-present) 

Ex on the Beach (2014-present) 

Teen Mom UK (2016-present) 

Just Tattoo of Us (2017-present) 

The Charlotte Show (2018-present) 
True Love or True Lies (2018-present) 
MTV Top 40 (2019) 

MTV Cribs UK (2019) 


Pan-European shows[edit] 


Plain Jane 

MTV Movies 

MTV Push (2009-present) 
MTV World Stage (2009-present) 
Euro Top 20 (1990-2009) 
MTV Iggy (2008-2009) 
Crispy News (2009-2010) 
My Super Sweet 16 

Pimp My Ride 

Teen Dad 

MTV At The Movies 


Former MTV UK & Ireland showS[edit] 


Million Dollar Baby (2018) 

Single AF (2017) 

Pimp My Ride UK (2005-2007) 

The Valleys (2012-2014) 

Beauty School Cop Outs (2013) 

MTV Digs (2009-2011) 

MTV Bang (2010-2011) 

Kerry Katona: Crazy in Love (2007-2008) 

The Mighty Moshin' Emo Rangers (2007-2008) 
Living on the Edge (2007-2008) 

Crazy in Love (2008) 

Fur TV (2008) 

Totally Jodie Marsh: Who'll Take Her Up the Aisle? 
Strutter 

1 Leicester Square 

Dirty Sanchez 

Brand: New (1999-2002) 

Select MTV (1996-2001) 

Videoclash (2000-2001) 


US Top 20 (1987-2002) 

Hitlist UK (1992-2002) 

Hitlist International (2004) 
Hitlist US (2004) 

e Irish Top 5 (2004) 

e On Call (2001) 

e 3XLive (1999) 

e MTV News Daily Edition (1999-2001) 
MTV News Weekend Edition (1997-2002) 
MTV News Cube (2008) 

MTV Bytesize (1999-2002) 
MTV Txt Request (2001-2002) 
MTV Amour (1996-1998) 

The Lick with Trevor Nelson 
Daily Chart Show Live (2001) 
Videoclash Live (2002) 
Partyzone (1987-2004) 
Totally Boyband 

Non-Stop Hits (1997-1999) 
Mad 4 Hits (1998-2001) 

MTV Hot (1997-1998) 

Up 4 It (1997-1998) 

MTV Amour (1997-1998) 

TRL UK (2003-2005) 

FYI (2007) 

Totally Scott-Lee (2005) 


Shows imported from MTV US[edit] 


Are You the One? 
Beavis and Butt-Head 


Celebrity Deathmatch 
The Challenge 

Clone High 

Cribs 

Daddy's Girls 

Run's House 

Date My Mom 

16 and Pregnant 
Happy Tree Friends 
Hogan Knows Best 
Human Giant 

Jackass 

Laguna Beach: The Real Orange County 
MADE 

Total Request 

The Hills 

e Making the Video 


e My Super Sweet 16 

e Newlyweds: Nick and Jessica 
e The Osbournes 

e Pimp My Ride 

e Punk'd 

e Wild 'N Out 

e Viva La Bam 

e Bam's Unholy Union 

The Tom Green Show 

Life of Ryan 

Guy Code 

Friendzone 

Teen Mom 

Teen Mom 2 

Teen Wolf 

Jersey Shore 
Snooki & /Woww 

Catfish: The TV Show 

| Used to Be Fat 

Kesha: My Crazy Beautiful Life 
Buckwild 

The Real World 
Underemployed 

Awkward 

| Just Want My Pants Back 
Ridiculousness 

The City 

The Hard Times of R/ Berger 
When I Was 17 

The Inbetweeners 
Washington Heights 

e Girl Code 

e Zach Stone Is Gonna Be Famous 


Other shows imported from US networkS[edit] 


e Acceptable.TV 

e Blue Mountain State 

e Drawn Together 

e Pretty Little Liars 

e Hellcats 

e The Secret Life of the American Teenager 
e South Park (2005-2013) 

e Star(2018-present) 


The L.A. Complex 
The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
e Audrina 


Subsidiary and sister channels[edit] 
MTV +1[edit] 


Launched on 1 February 2008 at midday, this timeshift service of MTV replaced MTV 
Flux, which in turn had replaced VH2. Trailers for the channel had aired before and after 
the launch, highlighting the catch-up ability of the new channel. The channel was known 
as MTV One +1 between 1 February 2008 and 1 July 2009. 


MTV HD{[edit] 
On 13 February 2012, a high-definition simulcast of MTV called MTV HD launched. 


MTV Base[edit] 
Main article: MTV Base (UK & Ireland) 


MTV Base is the channel that plays hip hop, R&B and rap music as well as 
corresponding programming to those genres of music. 

MTV Classic[edit] 

Main article: MTV Classic (UK & Ireland) 

MTV Classic is the channel that plays music from the 1960s through to the 1990s. The 
channel originally launched as VH1 Classic on 1 July 1999. On 1 March 2010, the 
channel was rebranded as MTV Classic. 

MTV Hits[edit] 

Main article: MTV Hits (UK & Ireland) 


Launched on 1 May 2001, MTV Hits is a channel which plays chart music videos. 


MTV Music[edit] 
Main article: MTV Music (UK & Ireland) 


Launched on 1 February 2011 - MTV Music broadcasts non-stop music videos, live 
performances and artist interviews.24 


MTV RockSf[edit] 
Main article: MTV Rocks (UK & Ireland) 


MTV Rocks is a channel dedicated to alternative rock music, with other commercial 
mainstream music types found on MTV's other music channels. MTV Rocks was 
previously known as MTV Two and was replaced by MTV Rocks on 1 March 2010. MTV 
Two was previously MTV2 Europe and M2 respectively. 


MTV OMG{[edit] 
Main article: MTV OMG 


Launched on 1 March 2018. MTV OMG is the channel for music and gossip, 
replacing Viva. 


Club MTV[edit] 
Main article: Club MTV (UK & Ireland) 


Launched on 23 May 2018. Club MTV is the channel plays dance, EDM and urban music, 
replacing MTV Dance. 


VH1[edit] 
Main article: VH1 (UK and Ireland) 


VH1 is a channel targeted at 25- to 44-year-olds playing chart and popular music from 
the 1970s to the present day. It also carries music programming and themed 
countdown shows from their US counterpart. 


MTV Live[edit] 
Main article: MTV Live HD 


Direct from Warsaw and broadcast throughout Europe, MTV Live is a 24-hour standard 
and high definition music and entertainment channel. The channel was rebranded from 
MTVNHD to MTV Live HD on 23 April 2012, gaining a standard definition simulcast at the 
same time. On 29 June 2016, MTV Live HD ceased broadcasting on Sky in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland but continues on Virgin Media. 


MTV Ireland[edit] 


MTV Ireland is an Irish opt-out feed of MTV UK that was launched on 22 February 2004. 
It features localised advertising and sponsorship for the Irish market. As of February 
2019 the broadcasting licence is held by RTTV22 in the Czech Republic, moving from 
Ofcom in the UK. 


Local ShowS[edit] 


e MTV News 

e MTV presents Oxygen 
e World Stage 

e MTV Push 


Past Shows[edit] 


e MTV presents Oxygen 

e trish Top 5 (official Irish chart) 

e Euro Top 20 

e MTV Making The Movie 

e MTV At the Movies 

e MTV Crispy News 

e The Festival Show (also airs on Buzz TV) 


Special events[edit] 


e MTV Resident in Dublin (November 1999) 

e MTV Crashes Dublin (March 2000) 

e MTV Presents: Street Performance World Championship 2009[5] 
e MTV Presents: Oxygen 2009 

e MTV @ Arthur's Guinness Day 2010 

e MTV Presents Live in Belfast 2010 


e MTV Music Week [Belfast) (November 2011) 

e MTV Crashes Derry-Londonderry (September 2014) 
e MTV Crashes Cork (November 2014) 

e MTV Club Tour (2014) 

e MTV Crashes Derry (Summer 2015) 

e Club MTV Tour (2018) 


Defunct channels[edit] 


MTV Extra[edit] 
Main article: MTV Extra 


MTV Extra was launched in 1999 and was a mixture of music videos and repeats of MTV 
programming. Towards the end of the channel's life, programming was dropped and the 
channel showed solely music videos (under the "Pure Music" name), with MTV Dance in 
the evenings. MTV Dance was spun off into its own channel on 20 April 2001, and MTV 
Extra was renamed MTV Hits at 6am on 1 May 2001. MTV Extra is notable for being the 
only spin-off MTV channel to use the same song title graphics as its parent channel 
(although it had its own separate idents). 


MTV Flux[edit] 
Main article: MTV Flux 


Launched on 6 September 2006, MTV Flux allowed viewers to take "control" of the 
channel by sending in video clips to MTV Flux's website, and requesting music videos. It 
was replaced by MTV +1 on 1 February 2008, a timeshift service of MTV. MTV had 
announced that the "Flux" format would be integrated into its other channels, and so 
the website still remains. 


MTV 2[edit] 

Main articles: MTV2 Europe and MTV Two 

MTV2 was launched in 2002 replacing M2. The channel focused on rock and indie music 
and featured shows such as MTV2 Most Wanted and Gonzo. The channel was replaced 
with MTV Rocks on 1 March 2010. 

MTV ShowsS[edit] 

Main article: MTV Shows 

MTV's general entertainment channel featuring reruns and new episodes of MTV's 
reality shows. Formerly MTV R until 1 March 2010. The channel ceased operating from 1 
February 2011. Its broadcast capacity was relocated to the Music section of the Sky 
guide for use as MTV Music. 

MTV Dance[edit] 

Main article: MTV Dance (UK & Ireland) 

MTV Dance is the dedicated dance music channel with music videos and programming 
of underground and mainstream dance tracks. The channel was replaced with Club 
MTV on 23 May 2018. 

TMF [edit] 

Main article: TMF (UK & Ireland) 


TMF was launched as a free-to-air television channel on Freeview on 30 October 2002 to 
compete against EMAP's The Hits (now 4Music). It originally started as a non-stop music 
channel, although the network featured more programming from MTV and its other 
sister channels from early 2004. The channel was replaced with Viva on 26 October 
2009. 


VH2[edit] 
Main article: VH2 


VH2 was launched in December 2003 and shown mainly music videos and live concerts. 
It focused on rock, indie and punk music and branded itself as 'the alternative to 
manufactured pop’. The channel closed on 1 August 2006 because the main source of 
income for the channel, ringtone advertising, had slowed down. MTV replaced VH2 

with MTV Flux, which was in turn replaced with a timeshift version of MTV. 


Vivaledit] 
Main article: Viva (UK and Ireland) 


Launched on 26 October 2009, Viva was the new music and entertainment channel, 
which replaced TMF. The channel shown content from sister channels MTV and Comedy 
Central. As the only MTV channel sitting on the Freeview platform, it was MTV UK's 
highest-rating service. The channel unexpectedly closed on 31 January 2018. 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


Yea 


r Association Category Nominee(s) Result 
201 | Diversity in Media Broadcaster of the MTV (UK and Nominate 
7 Awards Year Ireland) d 


See also[edit] 


e VH1 (Europe) 

e VH1 Classic Europe 

e MTV Dance (Europe) 

e MTV Hits (Europe) 

e MTV Rocks (Europe) 

e MTV Ireland 

e List of MTV channels 

e Viacom International Media Networks Europe 
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External links[edit] 


e MTV UK official website 
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MTV Europe 


av 


Launched 1 August 1987; 32 years ago 


Owned by ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe 


Broadcast United Kingdom, Belgium, Bulgaria, 


area Netherlands, Hungary, Spain, Austria, 


France, Germany, Portugal, Denmark, 


Finland, Italy, Norway, Poland, Czech 


Republic, Romania, Lithuania, Latvia, 


Estonia, Sweden, Ukraine, Slovenia, 


Croatia, Serbia 


Headquart London 


ers Warsaw 


MTV (sometimes called MTV Europe) is a pan-European pay television network 
launched on 1 August 1987. Initially, the channel served all regions within Europe being 
one of the very few channels that targeted the entire European continent. Today, the 
channel only serves a selection of European countries as Viacom International Media 
Networks Europe (now ViacomCBS International Media Networks Europe) began to 
regionalise its network in 1997. 


MTV began as MTV Europe under a co-operative agreement 

between Viacom, BT and Robert Maxwell, which lasted until 1991 when Viacom took 
over full ownership.“ MTV is wholly owned and operated by ViacomCBS International 
Media Networks Europe. 


Since its premiere, MTV revolutionized the music industry. Slogans such as "I want my 
MTV!" became embedded in the concept of the VJ was popularized, the idea of a 
dedicated video-based outlet for music was introduced, and both artists and fans found 
a central location for music events, news, and promotion. MTV has also been referenced 
countless times in popular culture by musicians, other TV channels and shows, films and 
books. 


History[edit] 
1987-1997 - One MTV for the whole of Europe[edit] 


From its launch in 1987 and until its break-up into different MTV stations across Europe 
in 1997, MTV Europe became famous for its VJs who came from all over Europe (plus 
Pip Dann, a New Zealander), who used to introduce videos and programs round the 
clock in English. 


e MTV Europe launched on the 1st of August 1987 from Amsterdam, Netherlands with 
a live performance from Elton John and was transmitted from AirTV in Camden 
Town, London. It kicked off in Denmark, Germany, Finland, 
the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 

e With similar tongue-in-cheek humour as the 1981 launch of MTV in the U.S. (where 
the first video was the Video Killed the Radio Star by The Buggles), the first video 
shown was Money for Nothing by Dire Straits, which, appropriately, starts and 
finishes with repetition of the line “/ want my MTV", voiced by Sting. 

e MTV shows at this time included MTV's Greatest Hits, Headbangers Ball, MTV's Most 
Wanted with Ray Cokes, The Big Picture (movie releases), The Pulse (fashion and 
style), 120 Minutes with Paul King and the MTV Coca-Cola Report with Kristiane 
Backer (music news, interviews and tour dates). 

e MTV bought Breakfast Television Centre in Hawley crescent, Camden Town the 
former headquarters of ITV's now defunct breakfast television company, TV-am in 
1993. 


MTV always had its Transmission Centre in London - having been launched in August 
1987 from the Chrysalis TV owned Air TV facility. 

MTV became something of a pioneer in Europe when in 1995 it began to broadcast 
using digitally compressed transmissions. 

From 1993 to 1996, MTV was broadcast on Russian TV channels 2x2, TV-6, Muz-TV, 
Seti-NN etc. 


1997-2010 - The regionalization of MTV in Europe[edit] 


In 1997, MTV Networks Europe began to regionalize its MTV feed in a number of areas in 
Europe. 


In March 1997, MTV Central (Central as in Central Europe) was launched as 

a German-speaking MTV music channel available in Germany and Austria. It was 
initially broadcast out of Hamburg before moving to Munich and finally Berlin. MTV 
Central later was renamed MTV Germany. 

On 1 July 1997, MTV UK & Ireland launched, followed by MTV Italia in 

September. MTV Nordic for Scandinavia launched in June 1998 and MTV 

Russia for Russia launched on 25 September 1998. Since 2000, MTV Networks 
Europe launched other regional channels across the 

continent. MTVF for France launched in June, followed by MTV Polska in July and 
both MTV Espana and MTV NL in September.” 

In May 2002, the channel re-branded as 'MTV European’. In August 2007, it moved 
its editorial base from London to Warsaw, Poland, though still beaming its signal 
from MTV Networks Europe's London headquarters. 


2010-present[edit] 


Prior to 1 August 2010, MTV provided a unique mix of popular culture programming 
along with music videos. 

As of 1 August 2010, European's MTV has controversially removed its core music 
programming and replaced it with reality based programming from the US MTV 
channel, mı 

MTV is aimed at viewers aged around 16-35, it reaches more than 100 million 
households in 43 territories. 

The channels broadcast centre is located in Prague, Czech 

Republic (previously London) and programming produced at MTV Networks 
headquarters in Warsaw, Poland. 

In July 2011, MTV rebranded its channel utilizing a new logo and idents. 

In August 2012, MTV suspended from programing all of the broadcast charts. 

In January 2013, three charts are back on MTV - Hitlist UK, Base Chart and Dance 
Floor Chart 

In Summer 2015, MTV rebranded the channels identity focusing 

on MTVBump.com initiative and allowing more social friendly idents created by 
MTV viewers. 

In December 2017, MTV received a new on-air look similar to the Latin American 
MTV and Brazilian MTV which launched in August. Other local MTV channels across 
Europe began to use a similar on-air branding also. 

In June 2018 MTV removed MTV Only hits and replaced it with M is for Music 
(through the morning until 7 am with MTV Breakfast Club). 

Since November 2018 MTV Breakfast club is on air until 8 AM and M is for Music 
Through the noon was shortened to 1 hour. 


e The same time was M is for Music (evening music video block) was moved from 6 PM 
to 4 PM and evening block Euro top chart was moved from Saturday to Friday. 

e Since June 2019 there is MTV Breakfast club Monday to Saturday between 6 and 8 
AM CET on air. On Sunday is MTV Breakfast club replaced with Euro top chart. 

e The same time all others music video blocks through the day are removed (only 
Euro top chart on Friday between 9 and 11 AM remains). 

e Since June 2019 all music videos are on air only until 8 AM CET with exception of 
Euro Top chart on Friday between 9 and 11 AM. 

e All others daily music video blocks are replaced with MTV original reality and 
lifestyle shows like Siesta key, Teen mom or Catfish and others. 


Distribution[edit] 
As of 2018, MTV Europe serves the following territories: !n22edea 


e Armenia 


e Azerbaijan 
e Bosnia and Herzegovina 


e Bulgaria 

e Croatia 

e Czech Republic 
e Estonia 

e Faroe Islands 

e Georgia 

e Greece 

e Iceland 

e Kazakhstan 

e Latvia 


e Lithuania 

e Luxembourg 

e North Macedonia 
e Malta 

e Monaco 


e Montenegro 
e Romania 


e Serbia 
e Slovakia 
e Slovenia 
e Turkey 
e Ukraine 


The Pan-European MTV is also broadcast in the Middle East and Subsaharian Africa, 
alongside local MTV Base Africa, MTV Portugal and MTV France. 


Free-to-air satellite transmissions[edit] 


MTV Germany was available FTA on Astra 19,2E, but it became encrypted on January 1, 
2011. Until August 2015 the Italian MTV-station was free to air available on Eutelsat 12 
West A. However, with the take-over of Sky Italia of this channel, it has been rebranded 


TV8. MTV Italia has become an exclusive Sky-channel only for subscribers. On 23 
December 2017 MTV Germany turned itself into a free-to-air channel. 
Shows[edit] 

Local Shows 

e Euro Top Chart 

e MTV Breakfast Club 

e Mis for Music 


e MTV Movies 
e MTV Asks 


Former Local Shows 


e MTV News Daily Update 


e HitList UK 
e MTV Base Chart 
e Only hits 


e MTV Dance Floor Chart 
Award Shows and Live Music Specials 


e MTV Europe Music Awards 
e MTV Video Music Awards 


e MTV Movie Awards 
e MTV World Stage 
e Isle of MTV 


Pan-International 


e Teen Wolf (2011 TV series) 
e The Valleys 

e Geordie Shore 

e Teen Mom 


e The L.A. Complex 
e Young and Married 


Former showsļ[edit] 


e Most Wanted 

e MTV News 

e European Top 20 

e Yo! MTV Raps 

e MTV Live 

e MTV Unplugged 

e World Chart Express 

e The Lick with Trevor Nelson 
e Lick Shots 

e HitList UK 


MTV Mono 

Chill Out Zone 
Party Zone 
Alternative Nation 
Superock 
RockBlock 

MTV Post Modern 
XPO 

Headbangers Ball 
Dance Floor Chart 
So ‘90's 

MTV's Greatest Hits 
MTV Amour 

Total Request Live 
3 from 1 

Top 10 at 10 

MTV Alarm 
Number One Hits 
Summer of MTV 
Select MTV 
Nordic Top 5 

Top Selection 

The Fridge 

Data Videos 
Hanging Out 

MTV Hot 
MTV:New 

Global Groove 
Total Request 
ByteSize 
Shakedown 

The Late Lick 
MTV Video Clash 
MTV Hitlist 

MTV Startrax 
X-elerator 

The Soul of MTV 
KickStart 

Music Mix 
Roulette MTV 
Non Stop Hits 
Music Non Stop 
Morning Mix 
Night Videos 
Saturday Night Music Mix 
Sunday Night Music Mix 


Past VJS[edit] 


e Ray Cokes (1987-1996) Cokes & Vanthilt, Ray's Requests, Most Wanted, X-Ray 
Vision, MTV at the Movies, The Big Picture, European Top 20, MTV's Greatest Hits 

e Simone Angel (1990-1998) Party Zone, MTV Dance, Dance Floor, Club MTV, Dance 
Floor Chart, European Top 20, MTV's Greatest Hits, Dial MTV 

e Paul King (1989-1994) MTV's Greatest Hits, 120 Minutes, MTV News, Morning 
Mix, HitList UK, XPO, First Look, Dial MTV 

e Pip Dann (1988-1994) MTV Prime, Post Modern, MTV at the Movies, The Big 
Picture, Dial MTV, Music Non Stop, European Top 20, HitList UK, XPO, MTV's Greatest 
Hits, MTV Coca-Cola Report, MTV News, First Look, RockBlock 

e Maiken Wexø (1987-1992; 1993) Pure Pop, MTV Coca-Cola Report, European Top 
20, MTV News, XPO, MTV Prime 

e Marcel Vanthilt (1987-1990; 1991) Cokes & Vanthilt, 120 Minutes, XPO, Most 
Wanted 

e Sophie Bramly (1987-1991) Yo! MTV Raps 

e Chris Salewicz (1987-1993) MTV News, Reverb 

e Nunu (1990) Awake on the Wild Side 

e Sonya Saul (1990-1992) MTV News, XPO 

e Terry Christian (1991) XPO, Morning Mix 

e Richie Rich (1993-1994) The Soul of MTV, MTV's Greatest Hits, HitList UK 

e John Dunton-Downer (1987-1997) 120 Minutes, The Big Picture (producer) 

e Steve Blame (1987-1994) MTV News, Reverb, Take the Blame, Pure Pop, MTV Coca- 
Cola Report, First Look 

e Vanessa Warwick (1990-1997) Headbangers Ball, RockBlock 

e Kristiane Backer (1989-1996) European Top 20, MTV Coca-Cola Report, MTV's 
Greatest Hits, Awake on the Wild Side, XPO, Party Zone, Headbangers 
Ball, RockBlock 

e Rebecca de Ruvo (1991-1995) Dial MTV, Awake on the Wild Side, MTV 
Prime, European Top 20 

e Marijne van der Vlugt (1991-1996; 2013; 2015; 2016) The Pulse, MTV Coca-Cola 
Report, Alternative Nation, 120 Minutes, Post Modern, European Top 20, Dial 
MTV, Music Non Stop, MTV Europe Music Awards 2013-2015-2016 (voice-over) 

e Davina McCall (1987; 1992-1998) Hanging Out, HitList UK, MTV Coca-Cola 
Report, MTV's Greatest Hits, European Top 20, First Look, Music Non Stop, Most 
Wanted, Party Zone, MTV Dance, Cinematic, Singled Out, The End? 

e Lisa l'Anson (1993-1996) The Soul of MTV, MTV News, HitList UK, Hanging 
Out, European Top 20, Music Non Stop, Party Zone 

e Ingo Schmoll (1993-1996) Morning Mix, MTV News, First Look, MTV's Greatest 
Hits, European Top 20 

e Enrico Silvestrin (1993-1997) Select MTV, Hanging Out, European Top 20, Dial MTV 

e Hugo de Campos (1994-1997) Stylissimo, Dial MTV, European Top 20, Music Non 
Stop, First Look, Hanging Out, The End? 

e Maria Guzenina (1994-1997) KickStart, Awake on the Wild Side, Morning Mix, Music 
Non Stop, European Top 20, MTV's Greatest Hits, MTV Amour, MTV at the Movies 

e Carolyn Lilipaly (1994-1998) MTV News, HitList UK, The Big Picture, MTV Winter 
Parties 

e Miles Hunt (1994-1995) 120 Minutes 


John Kearns (1995-2012) MTV News, The Big Picture, MTV Europe Music 

Awards (voice-over) 

Toby Amies (1995-1999) Alternative Nation, MTV News, MTV Hot 

Eden Harel (1995-2000) European Top 20, Select MTV, Dance Floor Chart, Hanging 
Out, Dial MTV 

Kimsy von Reischach (1995-1998) First Look, European Top 20, MTV's Greatest 
Hits, MTV Winter Parties, Hanging Out 

Julia Valet (1996-1997) Superock, MTV Hot 

Nikolai (1996) MTV's Greatest Hits, European Top 20, HitList UK, Morning Mix 

Boris (1996-1997) European Top 20, MTV Snowball, First Look 

Christian Ulmen (1996-1997) MTV Hot 

Crispin Somerville (1996-1997) Select MTV, HitList UK, Hanging Out 

Camila Raznovich (1996-1998) MTV Amour, Hanging Out, MTV Summer 

Festivals, MTV Beach House 

Lily Myrhed (1996-1998) HitList UK, MTV Winter Parties, Awake on the Wild 

Side, Morning Mix 

Lars Oostveen "Vico" (1996-1999) Select MTV, Dial MTV 

Thomas Madvig (1996-1999) Se/ect MTV, MTV News 

Katja Schuurman (1997-2000) So 90's 

Melanie Sykes (1997) HitList UK 

Cat Deeley (1997-2002) HitList UK, Stylissimo, MTV News, MTV Amour, Dance Floor 
Chart 

Ulrika Eriksson (1998-2003) MTV News, Select MTV, HitList UK, Nordic Top 

5, MTV:New, Morning Glory 

Kicki Berg (1998-2006) MTV News, Select MTV, European Top 20, Nordic Top 

5, Dance Floor Chart, Top Selection, MTV Supermercado 

Trevor Nelson (1998-2004) The Lick 

Trey Farley (1999-2000) Select MTV, MTV News 

Lars Beckung (1999-2006) MTV:New, Select MTV, Nordic Top 5, MTV News, Morning 
Glory, MTV Source, This Is Our Music 

Neil Cole (2000-2004) The Fridge, MTV News, Select MTV, European Top 20, World 
Chart Express, MTV:New 

Joanne Colan (2000-2004) MTV News, European Top 20, MTV Movie Special, Select 
MTV, MTV:New, MTV Top 20 Countdown, MTV's Winterjam, MTV Presents 

Fleur van der Kieft (2000-2002) Top Selection, Select MTV 

Frederique Bedos (2001) Select MTV 

Erickka Jones (2001) MTV Top 20 Countdown 

Mimi Kalinda (2001-2002) Dance Floor Chart, World Chart Express, Top 

Selection, Select MTV, The Fridge 

Ina Geraldine (2003-2004) Euro Top 20 

Becky Griffin (2003-2005) Dance Floor Chart, World Chart Express 

Amelia Hoy (2004-2005) Euro Top 20, Up North 

Axl Smith (2004-2007) Spanking New, Axl Meets, MTV at the Festivals 

Pernille Fals Bahrt (2005-2007) MTV News 

Archie Archibald (2005-2006) MTV News 

Charlotte Thorstvedt (2005-2009) Euro Top 20, Spanking New 

Jason Danino-Holt (2006) Switched On 

Shire Raghe (2006-2009) MTV News, SuperStar Saturday 

Freya Clausen (2007-2009) Fahrenheit, Spanking New, MTV News, MTV Source 


e Janika Nieminen (2008-2010) MTV Overdrive, SuperStar Saturday 
e Matthew Bailey (2009-2010) Euro Top 20 


Logos[edit] 


MTV Original logo (1987-2011) 


MTV Updated logo (2011-present) 


See also[edit] 


e MTV Live HD - MTV Networks high definition television channel in Europe and Latin 
America. 
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e Tv Guide 
e MTV ChillOut Zone Playlists 
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Launched 


Network 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience 


share 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


MTV Base 


Aor! 


h 


1 July 1999 


MTV (UK & Ireland) 


ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe 


16:9 576i SD 


UK: 
0.02% (September 2018, BARB) 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


List[show 


mtv.co.uk/mtv-base 


Availability 


Satellite 
Sky (UK & Channel 353 
Ireland) 
Cable 
Virgin Channel 313 
Media (UK) 
Virgin Channel 704 


Media (Ireland) 


WightFibre Channel 98 


TalkTalk TV Channel 539 


MTV Base is a British pay television hip-hop/urban music channel from ViacomCBS 
International Media Networks Europe. It primarily on hip hop, R&B, grime, garage, 
reggae, funk and soul music. It was launched on 1 July 1999. 


History[edit] 


The MTV Base brand first launched in the United Kingdom and in Ireland on 1 July 1999, 
later launching in other European territories such as the Netherlands and Germany. The 
channel was previously available in the Netherlands, Germany, Russia, France and other 
European countries but was replaced by MTV Dance in some territories from March 
2008. 


MTV Base began broadcasting in widescreen on 28 March 2012. 


A European version was planned to launch in 2015.4 


Expansion into Africa[edit] 
Main article: MTV Base (Africa) 


MTV Base Africa launched in February 2005 throughout the African continent. 


On 3 July 2013, Viacom International Media Networks Africa launched an localised feed 


of MTV Base exclusively for South Africa, with local programming, advertising and VJs. 
[3] 


Expansion into France[edit] 
Main article: MTV Base (France) 


MTV Base was launched in France on 21 December 2007. 


The channel was replaced by French versions of MTV Hits and BET on 17 November 
2015. 


Programming[edit] 


e The Official UK Urban Chart 

e Super Base Beats 

e Breaking Base 

e Hype Right Now 

e Big Beats & Future Hits! 

e (artist): On Repeat 

e This Week's Most Played Top 40 
e (artist): 2 On 


In My Feelings 90's Mix 


Logos[edit] 
' GBASE 
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2011 - 2013 


2013 - 2017 


2017- 


See also[edit] 


e MTV UK 

e MTV Ireland 
e MTV Classic 
e MTV Dance 


e MTV Hits 

e MTV Live 

e MTV Music 
e MTV Rocks 
e VH1 UK 

e Viva 


e Viacom International Media Networks Europe 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 

e TV Guide 

e MTV Base UK - presentation, screenshots 

e SES guide to receiving Astra satellites 

e SES guide to channels broadcasting on Astra satellites 
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MTV Classic 


X J 
d“ í 
1 July 1999 


MTV (UK & Ireland) 


ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe 


Picture format 16:9 576i SD 


Audience UK: 
share 0.02% (August 2018, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 


Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom and Ireland 


Headquarters London, United Kingdom 


Formerly VH1 Classic (1999-2010) 
called 
Sister List[show] 
channel(s) 
Website mtv.co.uk/mtv-classic 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 355 
Cable 
Virgin Channel 707 


Media (Ireland) 


WightFibre Channel 90 


TalkTalk TV Channel 538 


BT TV Channel 538 


MTV Classic (formerly VH1 Classic) is a British pay television music channel 

from ViacomCBS. The channel was launched in the United Kingdom and Ireland on 1 July 
1999 as VH1 Classic. It focuses on music videos and music specials from the 1960s 
onwards, sometimes featuring music videos and concert footage from as early as at 
least the 1940s or 1950s, such as Bing Crosby's "White Christmas" from 1942. It has 


also occasionally aired videos from the 2000s and early 2010s. "Video Killed the Radio 
Star" by The Buggles, the first video to air on the original MTV in 1981, was also the first 
music video to be played when the channel was rebranded as MTV Classic on 1 March 
2010. Every November and December on some dates of each year, MTV Classic will play 
Christmas-themed music branded as MTV Xmas. Since the rebrand, Viacom has 
rebranded other international channels as MTV Classic. On 1 May 2010, VH1 Australia 
was rebranded as MTV Classic and on 10 January 2011, MTV Networks Europe launched 
an Italian version of the same channel, replacing MTV Gold. 


MTV Classic began broadcasting in widescreen on 6 March 2012. 


Temporary rebrands[edit] 


Viacom occasionally rebrands MTV Classic to a different name to air different kinds of 
music. 


e MTV Xmas: From 23 November 2013 to 27 December 2013, the channel was 
temporarily rebranded as MTV Xmas, playing only Christmas-themed music. This 
has been repeated from 14 November 2014 to 26 December 2014 and every year 
since. 

e MTV Summer: From 1 August 2014 to 1 September 2014, the channel was 
temporarily rebranded as MTV Summer, playing only summer-themed music. This 
has been repeated from 29 June 2015 to 3 August 2015, replacing MTV Pride. 

e MTV Love: From 29 January 2015 to 16 February 2015, the channel was temporarily 
rebranded as MTV Love, playing only love songs. 

e MTV Pride: From 27 June 2015 to 29 June 2015, the channel was temporarily 
rebranded as MTV Pride to coincide with Pride Weekend in celebration of diversity 
and equality which celebrated LGBT life by playing gay music icons from the likes 
of Madonna, Kylie Minogue, Lady Gaga, Britney Spears, Cyndi Lauper, Donna 
Summer, Cher and Pink. This was replaced by MTV Summer on 29 June 2015 and 
was repeated again at the end of June 2016 for a weekend. MTV Pride was moved 
to MTV OMG since 2018. 

e MTV 90s: From the end of May to the end of June 2016, the channel rebranded as 
MTV 90s playing 90s music videos and select Nickelodeon shows from the 90s 
like Clarissa Explains It All and Kenan & Kel. 


Availability[edit] 


The channel is available in the United Kingdom on Sky, BT TV and TalkTalk Plus TV and 
in Ireland on Sky and Virgin Media Ireland. 


MTV Classic was previously available on Virgin Media UK but it was removed from the 
platform on 28 August 2010, along with MTV +1 and MTV Shows, to make room for 
Comedy Central HD.” 


Logos[edit] 


classic 


Original VH1 Classic logo used from 1 July 1999 to 28 February 2010 


The first logo of MTV Classic used from 1 March 2010 - 30 June 2011 


) 
MU 
CLASSIC 


Second logo used from 1 July 2011 - 30 September 2013 


* 


Third logo used from 1 October 2013 - 4 April 2017 
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I“ í 


Current logo used since 5 April 2017 


»* í 


MTV Xmas logo 


MTV Classic's on-air identity is similar to MTV's international identity. MTV Classic 
utilises the new MTV logo along with specially commissioned idents by ICC.“ These 
idents are also used on other MTV Classic channels around the world including MTV 
Classic Australia, which launched in May 2010. 


See also[edit] 


e MTV UK 

e MTV Base 
e MTV Dance 
e MTV Hits 

e MTV Live 

e MTV Music 
e MTV Rocks 
e Vib 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 
e TV Guide 
e MTV Classic UK & Ireland - presentation, screenshots 
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Find sources: "MTV Hits" UK & 
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For other national versions of the channel, see MTV Hits. 


Launched 


Network 


Owned by 


Picture 


format 


Audience 


share 


MTV Hits 


av 
M | 


1 May 2001 


MTV (UK & Ireland) 


ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe 


16:9, 576i (SDTV) 


UK: 
0.03% (August 2018, BARB) 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast 


area 


Headquarter 


S 


Replaced 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


Sky 


(UK & Ireland) 


Virgin Media 
(UK) 


Virgin Media 


(Ireland) 


WightFibre 
(UK) 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


London, United Kingdom 


MTV Extra 


List[show] 


mtv.co.uk/mtv-hits 


Availability 
Satellite 
Channel 351 


Channel 714 (SD) 


Cable 


Channel 312 


Channel 828 (SD) 


Channel 703 


Channel 95 


IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 537 

(UK) 
MTV Hits is a British pay television music channel from ViacomCBS International Media 
Networks Europe launched in 1 May 2001 replacing MTV Extra. 
MTV Hits began broadcasting in widescreen on 28 March 2012. 


European versions[edit] 
Main article: MTV Hits (Europe) 


In 2014, MTV Hits, as well as MTV Rocks and MTV Dance started broadcasting European 
versions, without commercials or teleshopping. The channels have a Czech license. 


On 17 November 2015, a French version of the channel was launched and the European 
version stops broadcasting in France, Switzerland and Belgium. This version replaced 
the French versions of MTV Base, MTV Pulse and MTV Idol. 


Programming[edit] 


e Big Fat Hits 

e Brand New Vid! 

e First! on MTV Hits 

e Newest Vids & Hot Hits! 

e MTV Rewind 

e US Hotlist Top 10 

e VH1 (UK and Ireland) (2006 Idents) 


Logos[edit] 


2004 - 2006 


2007 - 2010 


2010 - 2011 


2011 - 2013 


2013 - 2017 


2017 - present 


See also[edit] 


e MTV UK 
e MTV Ireland 
e MTV Base 


e MTV Classic 
e MTV Dance 


e MTV Hits Europe 


e MTV Live 

e MTV Music 
e MTV Rocks 
e VH1 

e Viva 


e Viacom International Media Networks Europe 
References[edit] 

External links[edit] 

e MTV Hits 


e MTV Hits Playlist 
e MTV Hits UK & Ireland - presentation, screenshots 
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MTV Music 
N i 
< | 
Launched 1 February 2011 
Network MTV (UK & Ireland) 
Owned by ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe 


Picture format 16:9, 576i (SDTV) 


Audience 


share 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Replaced 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Timeshift 


service 


Website 


Sky 


Virgin 
Media (UK) 


Virgin 


Media (Ireland) 


0.03% (May 2017, BARB) 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


MTV Shows 


List[show] 


MTV Music +1 


mtv.co.uk/mtv-music 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 350 
Channel 356 (+1) 


Cable 


Channel 310 


Channel 708 


| IPTV 
TalkTalk TV Channel 536 
BT TV Channel 536 


Plusnet Channel 536 


MTV Music is a British pay television channel operated by ViacomCBS International 
Media Networks Europe. The brand was first launched in the UK and Ireland before 
launching in Australia, New Zealand, Italy, the Netherlands and Poland. Unlike other 
MTV Music channels, This channel offers subtitles on selected programmes. 


History[edit] 


Viacom International Media Network announced the introduction of a non-stop music 
channel in January 2011. As the main MTV brand has deviated from its original purpose 
and increased competition from other music channels and online services, MTV 
addressed this issue by launching a new music channel MTV Music. The channel 
launched on 1 February 2011 in both the United Kingdom and Ireland.“ The channel 
replaced MTV Shows. On the date of MTV Shows' closure and MTV Music's 

launch, MTV moved up the Sky programme guide from its long-held berth at the head of 
the Music section to the Entertainment guide; in return the MTV Shows broadcast 
capacity moved down from the Entertainment section to take the place of MTV in the 
Music guide, becoming MTV Music. MTV Music began broadcasting in widescreen in the 
UK & Ireland on 28 March 2012. On 15 February 2016, MTV Music +1 launched in the UK 
on Sky channel 358, replacing the standard-definition MTV Live. 


Regional channels[edit] 
Pan-European[edit] 


A pan-European version of the channel exists broadcasting 24 hours without 
advertising. The channel is registered with the broadcasting regulator RRTV in the 
Czech Republic 2. This channel is available in Austria, Croatia, Denmark, Finland, 
Germany, Hungary, Israel, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and South Africa. Previously, 
MTV Music UK was made available across Europe. 


Ireland[edit] 


MTV Music Ireland launched on 15 October, 2013. This broadcasts the UK version with 
Irish entertainment updates and adverts. 1. MTV Music Ireland closed on 31 May, 2019 
and was replaced with the UK version. 


Italy[edit] 
Main article: MTV Music (Italy) 


MTV Music channel launched in Italy on 1 March 2011, replacing MTV Plus. 
Australiafedit] 

On 3 December 2013 VIMN launched the channel in Australia replacing MTV Hits.” 
New Zealand[edit] 


On 1 December 2015, MTV Music launched in New Zealand on Sky Television, replacing 
both MTV Hits & MTV Classic.“ 


Poland[edit] 


MTV Music launched in Poland on 17 October 2017, replacing VIVA Poland after 17 
years broadcasting this channel. 


See also[edit] 


e MTV 

e MTV Base 

e MTV Classic 
e MTV Dance 


e MTV Hits 

e MTV Live 

e MTV Rocks 

e VH1 

e Viva 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 


e MTV Music Playlist 
e MTV Music UK & Ireland - presentation, screenshots 
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This article is about the UK television channel. For other international versions, 
see MTV2 (disambiguation). 


MTV Rocks 


sw 


a” 


Launched 10 October 1998 


Network MTV (UK & Ireland) 


Owned by ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe 


Picture 16:9 (576i, SDTV) 


format 


Audience 0.01% (May 2017, BARB) 


share 


Country United Kingdom and Ireland 


Language English 


Broadcast United Kingdom and Ireland 


area 
Formerly M2 (1998-02) 
called MTV2 (2002-07) 
MTV Two (2007-10) 
Sister List[show] 
channel(s) 
Website mtv.co.uk/mtv-rocks 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 357 
(UK & Ireland) 
Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 315 
(UK) 


Virgin Media Channel 702 


(Ireland) 


WightFibre Channel 93 


IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 541 
(UK) 
MTV Rocks (formerly MTV Two, MTV2 and M2) is a British pay television music 


channel operated by ViacomCBS International Media Networks Europe. Its programming 
consists of 24-hour non-stop rock/alternative music. 


Format and history[edit] 


The structure of the MTV Networks is different in Europe from in the US and so the role 
that MTV Two plays is somewhat different. The various nation MTV channels remain the 
flagship channels bringing a wide variety of popular music and many different show 
formats (including documentaries, reality TV, charts, text shows, and countdowns) 
however digital satellite in the UK has allowed MTV to operate subsidiary channels with 
their own specialist areas. So while in the US MTV2 was a varied, slightly alternative 
channel in the past, in Europe MTV Two is dedicated exclusively to alternative 

rock and indie, with the occasional alternative hip hop song; while other music output 
carried on MTV Base, MTV Dance, MTV Hits covering urban music (hip 

hop, rap, R&B and garage), electronic dance music, and chart music respectively. 


MTV Rocks initially began as M2 in October 1998: the channel had an interactive feel to 
it. Here viewers controlled the overall content of M2 in terms of its playlist and channel 
identity. The channel initially had limited availability only being available in the United 
Kingdom, Ireland, Scandinavia, France and Spain. In 2002, MTV Networks Europe 
expanded M2's availability across Europe and decided to rebrand M2 as MTV2 similar to 
the rebranding on its sister network in the US. The structure of the MTV2 in the United 
States differed from its European counterpart. MTV2 Europe primarily focused on 
alternative indie themed shows and music videos, while MTV2 in the US focused on 
reality TV programming, alternative music videos and alternative hip-hop. The TV 
station was one of the first media outlets to lead with its website strategy and follow 
with the TV programming. Viewers could program an hour of television content via the 
website, designed by Bradley Smith and Mickey Stretton with the agency Digit, it 
broadcast later that month. 


The website won a number of awards including a BAFTA. 


In the late 2000s, MTV2 Europe began to air a range of reality programming, but music 
was still the main focus of the channel. In 2000 the channel developed the first example 
of 360-degree programming. Viewers could choose an hour's worth of music and idents 
using the BAFTA Interactive Entertainment Awards winning website, which would then 
be broadcast usually throughout the night with little or no manipulation by the channel. 
Viewers would be emailed their transmission time, their selection and the option to 
forward to friends. It was one of the first 100% Adobe Flash websites). 


In September 2002, MTV2 Europe introduced its own on-screen presentation and 
graphics, and started to use much more original programming, the jewel in the station's 
crown being Gonzo, hosted by the then MTV UK & Ireland DJ and former BBC Radio 

1 DJ Zane Lowe and regularly featuring interviews with bands along with contributions 
from members of the MTV2 Internet forums. It was relaunched in 2006, moving from an 
hour-long format broadcasting every weekday to a single two-hour show on a Friday. 
The show won the NME Award for Best TV Show in 2006. Unlike other MTV channels 
available in Europe which have regular commercial breaks, MTV 2 (as it was) ran 
without any advertising (apart from MTV promotions and idents) for large parts of the 
day, which was eventually reduced to midnight to 6 pm every day. Commercials shown 
were mainly for albums, DVDs, films and products that target the channel's main 
audience. However, from September 2005, MTV2 started to play these commercials 
during daytime, but still runs without interruptions throughout the night from 1 am. 


In 2007, following a rebranding of MTV's channels available in the United Kingdom, 
MTV2 Europe was briefly rebranded as MTV Two and the presentation was changed as 


part of MTV's wider efforts to amalgamate the five British MTV channels into a singular 
brand with a common identity: the new logo is similar to the other channels, with the 
channel's playlist represented by a South Park-esque character who plays a Flying 

V guitar. 


On 1 March 2010, MTV Two was rebranded as MTV Rocks. The channel now reflects a 
similar on-air identity as other MTV Networks International's channels. The channel has 
a similar playlist and schedule as MTV2 Europe for the time being.“ 


On 10 January 2011 MTV Rocks launched in Italy replacing MTV Brand New. 
MTV Rocks began broadcasting in widescreen on 6 March 2012. 


Starting in 2018, MTV Rocks is temporarily rebranded as VH1 Christmas, which plays 
Christmas-themed music until Boxing Day. Unlike MTV Xmas, it also plays regular 
pop/mixed hits until early January. VH1 Christmas was formerly aired on VH1 from 2017 
and was moved to MTV Rocks due to the former now being an entertainment channel. 
However during the HIV Awareness day, it uses MTV Rocks logo. 


European version[edit] 
Main article: MTV Rocks (Europe) 
In 2014, MTV Rocks, as well as MTV Hits and MTV Dance started broadcasting European 


versions, without commercials or teleshopping and without VH1 Christmas. The 
channels have a Czech license. 


Programming[edit] 


e Biggest! Hottest! Loudest! 

e In Rotation 

e Hits from the Brits! 

e Rock Solid Playlist 

e Rock Rated! 

e Ultimate Weekend Anthems! 

e VH1 Christmas (during Christmas period of each year) 


Previous programmes[edit] 


Themed slots used to be a regular feature on the channel, as well as SMS-oriented 
shows, showing viewers' text messages in an on screen chat forum, and shows like The 
Takeover where artists like Sonic Youth, Fall Out Boy, The Futureheads as well as 
former Faith No More lead singer Mike Patton present videos they have chosen from the 
MTV archives. The majority of the channel's output was made up of back-to-back music 
videos, with shows such as Beavis and Butthead and Daria aired occasionally. 


e M2 Europe: 
o Dodger Zone (M2): a nightly music video show hosted by an animated dog. 
o M2 Creators: a daily music video show selected by viewers. 
o M2 Startracks: a music video shows hosted by artists and bands. 
e MTV2 Europe: 
o MTV2 Riot: a weekly heavy metal music show 


o Text, Drugs and Rock ‘n' Roll (MTV2): interactive music show where viewers text 
in their requests. 

o 120 Minutes: From early 2005, MTV Rocks started broadcasting the alternative 

music show every night, instead of its previous timeslot of Saturday nights. The 

show airs nightly at 1 a.m. and runs without commercials. A 120 Metal 

Minutes show broadcast on Friday nights until it was cancelled in April 2006. 

Headbanger's Ball timeslot on Tuesday and Saturday evenings. 

Daria 

Jackass 

Viva La Bam 

Wonder Showzen 

o Dirty Sanchez 

MTV Rocks: 

Gonzo: a weekly music magazine show with the best in alternative and indie music 

videos and interviews hosted by Alexa Chung" from 15 October 2010. The show was 

previously presented by New Zealander MTV VJ Zane Lowe. 

Gonzo Loves...: a music video featuring non-stop alternative and indie music 

videos. 

Gonzo on Tour: a yearly live music event which tours Ireland and the United 

Kingdom. 

The Official UK Rock Chart: the official rock chart based on airplay and sales in 

the United Kingdom hosted by Phil Clifton. 

Newest Noise: the freshest music videos back-to-back. 

The 10 Biggest Tracks Right Now: a selection of the top 10 newest and freshest 


O O O 0O 0 


On-Air identity[edit] 


music videos. 


Used until mid 2007 


` @TWO 


Used between mid 2007 - 1 March 2010 


KE 


MUSIC TELEVISION 


Logo used 1 March 2010 - 1 July 2011 


e NS ) 
K 


Logo used 1 July 2011 - 1 October 2013 


e S ) 
* 


Logo used 1 October 2013 - 4 April 2017 
e WS i 
AV 


MTV Rocks' on-air identity has been produced by Dutch graphic design team PostPanic. 
MTV Rocks reflects MTV Networks Internationals on-air and off-air branding. The 
graphics were commissioned by MTV Networks Internationals design team MTV World 
Design Studio who have created the original MTV Popx1000 branding. 


Logo used 5 April 2017 - present 


Past VJs[edit] 


e Alexa Chung 
e Phil Clifton 
e Zane Lowe 


Events[edit] 


In recent years, MTV Two has taken Gonzo on different tours of the United 
Kingdom. Gonzo on Tour has been a regular tour for the past two years, touring 
various Barfly venues and filming the results for broadcast on the channel. Bands such 


as The Eighties Matchbox B-Line Disaster, Goldie Lookin' Chain, Franz 

Ferdinand, Queens of the Stone Age, Kaiser Chiefs and Maximo Park have played in the 
past, and in 2005 the tour featured bands such as The Rakes, Arctic Monkeys, Editors, 
and The Subways headlining one venue each, with support from Test Icicles and Be Your 
Own Pet. 


In May 2006 the channel held a series of gigs at Brighton's Great Escape festival, 
with The Futureheads, The Cribs and Mystery Jets headlining alongside bands such 
as Metric, The Sunshine Underground and The Fratellis; the gigs were filmed and 
broadcast a few weeks later alongside interviews and backstage clips. 


Other live events MTV Two have staged include the Bandwagon Tour featuring Viva 
Voce, Clor, The Departure and The Kooks, along with gigs at SXSW and coverage of 
the Reading and Leeds festivals. 


In November 2006, MTV Two hosted its first Soanking New Music 

Tour where Fields, Forward Russia and The Maccabees supported 

headliners Wolfmother, with live footage from the Brixton Academy gig broadcast in a 
Gonzo special. 


See also[edit] 


e MTV UK 
e MTV Ireland 
e MTV Base 


e MTV Classic 
e MTV Dance 


e MTV Hits 

e MTV Music 

e MTV Rocks Europe 
e VH1 

e Viva 
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External links[edit] 


e MTV Rocks 
e TV Guide 
e MTV Rocks UK & Ireland - presentation, screenshots 
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MTV OMG 


OMG 


Launched 1 March 2018; 21 months ago 
Network MTV (UK & Ireland) 
Owned by ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe 


Picture format 576i 16:9 SDTV 


Country United Kingdom and Ireland 
Language English 

Broadcast United Kingdom and Ireland 
area 


Headquarters London, England 


Replaced VIVA. (original) 

Sister List[show] 

channel(s) 

Website http://www.mtv.co.uk/mtv-omg 
Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 352 
(UK & Ireland) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 318 
(UK) 


Virgin Media Channel 709 


Ireland 


MTV OMG (OMG standing for "Obsessed with Music and Gossip") is a British pay 
television music channel, operated by ViacomCBS International Media Networks. It 
launched on 1 March 2018, replacing The original version of free-to-air sister music 
channel VIVA.“ The audience profile on Sky Media shows that the channel mainly 
reaches a target female audience with 59.88% of viewers being female, whilst only 
40.12% of the viewers are male.®! The channel air their very own weekly OMG Top 20 
charts each week which are chosen by the channel." 


In the first month of July, starting in 2018, MTV OMG is temporarily renamed MTV 
Pride to coincide with Pride in London, which celebrates the LGBT+ community. Before 
2018, this temporary renaming was carried out on its sister channel MTV Classic. 


Programming[edit] 


e This Week's OMG Top 20 

e #MTVHottest 

e _,..'s Birthday Guestlist 

e Pop Obsessions! 

e Hottest 10 Videos Right Now! 
e Top 10 Funniest News Falis! 
e The Official UK Download Chart 
e The Official UK Top 20 

e The Official UK Top 40 

e The Official Chart Update 

e PureMTV 

e The Official UK Number 1 
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Club MTV 


clv 
av 


Launched 23 May 2018 


Network MTV (UK & Ireland) 


Owned by ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe 


Picture 576i 16:9 SDTV 


format 


Audience UK: 


share 0.01% (October 2018, BARB) 
Slogan The channel that never sleeps. 
Country United Kingdom and Ireland 


Language English 


Broadcast United Kingdom and Ireland 


area 


Replaced MTV Dance 


Sister List[show] 


channel(s) 


Website http://www.mtv.co.uk/club-mtv 


Availability 


Satellite 
Sky Channel 354 
(UK & Ireland) 
Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 314 
(UK) 


Virgin Media Channel 705 


(Ireland) 
IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 540 
(UK) 


Club MTV is a 24-hour electronic dance music channel operated by ViacomCBS 
International Media Networks. It launched on 23 May 2018, replacing the now-defunct 
electronic music channel MTV Dance. Available in the United Kingdom & Ireland on 
subscription satellite and digital television services. The channel plays dance, EDM, 
trance, house, rave, club, Eurodance and sometimes urban music. 


Programming[edit] 


e Club Shuffle 

e Reload biggest anthems 

e 100 Biggest songs of the 90s 00s 10s 
e Wake Me Up! 

e Crank It! Club MTV's Big 20 

e Double Drop 

e 3/10 Big Ones 

e Brand New Vid! 

e Top 10... / Top 20... / Top 50... 
e Pre-Party! 

e Big Weekend Tunes! 


e Hands Up 4... 
e Bangerz For Days! 
e Double Drop 
e _,..! Official Top 10 


References[edit] 


e Club MTV to replace MTV Dance 
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For VH1 in United States, see VH1. 


For VH1 on mainland Europe, see VH1 (European TV channel). 


VH1 


Launched 10 October 1994; 25 years ago 
Network VH1 (UK & Ireland) 
Owned by ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe 


Picture format 16:9, 576i (SDTV) 


Audience 0.01% (June 2018, BARB) 
share 
Sister List[show] 


channel(s) 


Website 


Availability 
Satellite 

Sky Channel 160 

Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 316 
Virgin Media Channel 706 
Ireland 
WightFibre Channel 89 

IPTV 
Freewire Channel 602 
BT TV Channel 542 
Eir Vision Channel 356 


www.mtv.co.uk/vh1 


VH1 is a British pay television channel from Viacom. The channel broadcasts to 

the United Kingdom and Ireland. The channel is based on the original VH1 American 
channel of the same name. On 24 November until 26 December 2017, VH1 was 
renamed temporarily as VH1 Christmas. 


History[edit] 


VH1 UK together with VH1 Germany was first launched on 10th October 1994 ™ as an 
alternative to the youth-orientated MTV. Between June 1999 and 2001 it was 
temporarily rebranded by VH1 Export, also broadcasting on mainland Europe. In 2001 
VH1 Export and VH1 Germany merged into the Pan-European VH1 channel. VH1 UK 
became a separate local television channel. 


As a music channel VH1 targeted an audience between 25 and 44 year olds, and aimed 
to be "mature, sophisticated and totally stylish for viewers who still feel young and want 


to keep in-touch with what is happening on the music scene today." The music they 
played consisted of music from the 1970s right through to today. 


Until 2008, much of their programming was taken from the American version. The 
channel was then focused entirely on music videos, with many Top 20 and Top 40 
countdowns. 


Between its UK launch and the late 1990s the channel played many 1980s videos 
including the present day at the time, while the logo was displayed in the top right hand 
corner with "MUSIC FIRST" displayed underneath it. The channel also at the time would 
dedicate particular days to an artist. Examples of these included "Jacksons Day", 
"Beautiful South Day" and "Elton John Day". A "Madonna Day" in 1998 featured a full- 
length concert, alongside her music videos on the then daytime Upbeat programme. 


In July 1998, the channel ran a "Pop Up Video Marathon". Another feature which would 
run on the channel was Ten of the Best, in which an artist's video is played and then the 
act themselves are on camera selecting their ten best videos, in which they would say 
why they like it along with the song with a description of the video that the viewer 
would be shown. After the show ended on VH1, the same idea was then transferred to 
VH2, in which alternative artists like Feeder and Athlete would choose the videos. The 
videos shown were usually bands like The Pixies, Elbow and Biffy Clyro. Despite VH2 
later ceasing to exist, VH1 have not re-considered the concept. 


Current format[edit] 


On 1 May 2018, VH1 moved to Sky channel 174 and as a result, the channel began 
showing less music and started showing reality shows, mostly from Channel 5 or MTV. 
VH1 completed its transition to a general entertainment format in October 2018, with a 
host of non-scripted US shows premiering on the channel including Love & Hip Hop: 
Miami and Ru Paul's Drag Race, while VH1 Christmas moved to MTV Rocks.“ 


In March 2019, VH1, along with sister channel BET moved to numbers on Sky after 
buying the slots from two miscellaneous channels PBS America and Together TV. VH1 
moved to 160 and BET moved to 173. 


Current programming[edit] 


e Basketball Wives 

e Black Ink Crew 

e Fire Island 

e The Hills 

e LA. Hair 

e Love & Hip Hop: Miami 

e Love & Hip Hop: New York 

e The Real Housewives of Atlanta 
e The Real Housewives of Orange County 
e RuPaul's Drag Race 

e RuPaul's Drag Race All Stars 


e Snog Marry Avoid? 
e Teen Mom 


Former sister channels[edit] 


Two sister channels to VH1 have previously existed. 


e VH1 Classic (launched 1 July 1999; closed 1 March 2010) played all-time greats from 
the 1960s to the 1990s. The channel was replaced by MTV Classic. 

e VH2 (launched 16 December 2003; closed 1 August 2006) showed mainly music 
videos and live concerts. It focused on rock, indie and punk music and branded itself 
as "the alternative to manufactured pop". The channel was replaced by MTV Flux, 
which itself was replaced by MTV +1. 


First VH1 logo used from 10 October 1994-1998 


On-air identity[edit] 


Music First 


Second logo used from 1998-2003 


Current VH1 logo used since 2013 
See also[edit] 
° H1 


External links[edit] 


e VH1 at MTV.co.uk 
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VH2 


f> 


VNE 


Launched 16 December 2003; 16 years ago 
Closed 1 August 2006; 13 years ago 
Owned by MTV Networks Europe 


Replaced by MTV Flux 


Website www.mtv.co.uk 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 


Sky Digital Channel 346 


Cable 


Telewest Channel 315 


NTL Channel 172 


VH2 was a sister channel to VH1 in the United Kingdom. It launched in 2003, and slowly 
became an Indie rock channel, aimed primarily at men in the 25-34 demographic. It 
mainly showed music videos, though it also aired documentaries about artists VH2 
played. 


VH2 also had many chart shows, including the "Indie 500" weekend, which counted 
down the Top 500 Indie Songs with "There Is A Light That Never Goes Out" by The 
Smiths topping the chart ahead of songs by artists such as The Stone 

Roses, Pixies, Oasis, Dinosaur Jr, The Cure, The Strokes, Blur and Radiohead. The winner 
of the Indie 500 was "There Is a Light That Never Goes Out" by The Smiths, whilst The 
Stone Roses' song "I Wanna Be Adored" was second (though on a condensed version of 
the counting listing just the top 50, the two tracks had switched place, leading "| Wanna 
Be Adored" to first place) 


It closed at 6 a.m. on 1 August 2006 to make way for MTV Flux, due to a decline 
in mobile phone content advertising; its last days saw it unspool older MTV idents of the 
past. 
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Not to be confused with MTV Live (TV channel). 


MTV Live HD 


YJ 


M í 


Launched 15 September 2008 


Closed 3 December 2013 (Australia) 
August 2017 (Malaysia) 


Owned by ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


Audience share UK: 


0.01% (September 2015, BARB) 


Slogan Let there be music 


Language English 


Broadcast area International 


Headquarters Warsaw 


Formerly called MTVNHD (2008-2011) (2008-2012 UK) 


Sister channel(s) MTV 
MTV Base 
MTV Classic 
MTV Dance 
MTV Hits 
MTV Music 
MTV Rocks 
Comedy Central 
Nickelodeon 
VH1 
VH1 Classic 


Availability 


Satellite 


Canal Digital Channel 76 


(Scandinavia) 


|Canalsat Channel 151 
(France) 
NC+ Channel 151 
(Poland) 


Cyfrowy Polsat Channel 173 


| (Poland) 

Dish México Channel 945 

NTV Plus 36,0° East, frequency 12073 L 
(Russia) 

OSN (MENA) Channel 300 (HD) 

Cosmote TV Channel 604 

(Greece) 

Digiturk Channel 108 (HD) 

(Turkey) Channel 395 (HD) 


Cignal Digital TV Channel 280 (HD) 


(Philippines) 


BiG TV Channel 260 


(Indonesia) 


|'MEO (Portugal) Channel 141 


(Portugal) 


Nova Channel 606 


Hellas (Greece) 


CANAL+ 


(Myanmar) 


(Israel) 


NET 

| (Brazil) 

| 

Euskaltel 


(Basque Country) 


SBB 

(Serbia) 
| 
Telenet 


(Flanders) 


Telenet 


(Brussels) 


| Cablevision 


| (Mexico City) 
| 
| 


VTR 
(Chile) 


Starman 


(Estonia) 


Ziggo 


(Netherlands) 


Macau Cable 


Channel 141 


Cable 


Channel 526 


Channel 628 


Channel 77 


Channel 180 


Channel 658 


Channel 718 


Channel 926 


Channel 755 


Channel 911 


Channel 603 


Channel 449 


TV (Macau) 


Numericable Channel 246 
(France) 
UPC Polska Channel 778 
(Poland) 
Cablevision Channel 680 


(Argentina) 


Movistar TV Channel 768 


(Peru) 


SkyCable/Destiny Channel 190 
Cable 


(Philippines) 


Cablelink Channel 312 


(Philippines) 


Kbro (Taiwan) Channel 234 (SD) 


Virgin Media Channel 311 


(United Kingdom) 


IPTV 
Univision Channel 410 
(Mongolia) 
Tigo Channel 601 


(Colombia) 


CHT Channel 153 (HD) 
MOD (Taiwan) 


Singtel Channel 349 (HD) 
TV (Singapore) 


MEO (Portugal) Channel 147 


(Portugal) 


Tele2 Channel 228 


Netherlands 


T-Mobile Channel 215 


Netherlands 


Streaming media 


Yelo TV Watch live (Belgium only) 


Ziggo ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 
GO (Netherlands) 


MTV Live HD is an international 24-hour HD music pay television network that is 
operated by ViacomCBS International Media Networks’ subsidiary ViacomCBS 
International Media Networks Europe." The channel is available in Europe, Latin 
America, Oceania, Middle East and North Africa and Asia. 


Overview[edit] 


MTV Live HD, the first ever international high definition service dedicated to music, 
offers a mix of programming from MTV. MTV Live HD is operated by MTVNI's Emerging 
Markets group, who produce and broadcast the channel from its Warsaw hub. The 
English-language service also features original and acquired shows, and programming 
from MTVNI's multi-branded library. 


The channel's mix of programming includes shows produced by other international MTV 
production units in Southern Europe, the UK and Latin America.2 From the beginning 
the channels’ programming schedules were split into two blocks - MTV HD and 
Nickelodeon HD, but from October through December 2010 the channel only aired 
music related programs; it restarted airing Nickelodeon shows at the weekends but 


earlier in the morning. From July 1, 2011 the channel began to focus primarily on live 
music programming. 


History[edit] 


The channel was launched on September 15, 2008 in some parts of Europe as MTVNHD 
(MTV Networks-High Definition) and in Latin America by the end of 2008. The channel 
continued to launch in new countries throughout 2010, including Australia where it first 
became available in standard-definition. 


On July 1, 2011, MTVNHD was rebranded as MTV Live HD, with a new logo to match the 
new logos of all other MTV channels revealed on the same date.“ However, in the UK 
and Ireland the channel remained as MTVNHD. In Australia MTVN Live was rebranded as 
MTV Live. 


On April 23, 2012, MTVNHD was rebranded as MTV Live HD in the UK and Ireland, along 
with the launch of a standard-definition MTV Live. 


On April 9, 2013, MTV Live HD ceased broadcasting in France after to the launch of the 
HD's versions of the French MTV channels. 


On October 1, 2013, MTV Live HD and MTV Live revamped the channels logo as part of a 
global rebrand. 


On November 3, 2013, MTV Live and MTV Live HD ceased broadcasting on Foxtel's 
service in Australia. = 


On March 2, 2014, MTV Live HD launched on TaiwanCHT MOD. On October 24 that same 
year, it launched on UPC Romania. 


Starting January 2015, MTV Live HD was available on OSN in the Arab World after years 
of broadcasting free-on-air for years on Arabsat and Nilesat. 


On 15 February 2016, the standard-definition MTV Live closed and was replaced by MTV 
Music +1 in the United Kingdom. On 29 June 2016, MTV Live HD stopped airing on Sky 
in the UK, but continues on Virgin Media. 


On 29 March 2017, it was launched in Portugal as an exclusive on Meo. 
On 3 August 2018, it was launched in Brazil as an exclusive on NET. 


Availability[edit] 


The channel is available in a number of countries throughout Europe, Latin America and 
Asia including: 


e Europe 
o Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Hungary, Czech Republic,“ Estonia, 
11 Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Latvia,2% Lithuania, 
a Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine and the United Kingdom. 
e Latin America 
o Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay,” Peru, 
Uruguay, and Venezuela. 
e Asia 
o Indonesia, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Philippines, Singapore, Mainland China 
and Taiwan. 


[= 


e Middle East and North Africa 
o Lebanon, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Oman, Yemen, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco. 


Programming[edit] 
Current Program[edit] 


e ... And Friends 

ee NS aa VS eek. 

e Diary of 

e High Definition Hits 

e Hot Right Now 

e Hot Spot 

e Leading Ladies / US Ladies 
e Making The Video 

e MTV Asks 

e MTV Crashes 

e MTV Essentials 

e MTV Live 

e MTV Rewind 

e MTV Unplugged 

e MTV World Stage 

e Powerplay! This Week's MTV Hotlist 
e The Ride 

e This Week's MTV Top 20 

e V Festival 


Former Program[edit] 


e From The Beginning 
e In The Zone 

e MTV Live Vibrations 
e Vidiots 


Former presenters[edit] 


e Laura Whitmore (2008-16) 

e Bluey Robinson (2012-16) 

e Becca Dudley (2012-16) 

e = Lilah Parsons (2013-15) 

e Emmie Beretta (Hosted Essential HD) 

e Daniel Rosenberg (Hosted MTV Top 20) 
e Natasha Gilbert 

e Carmen Electra 

e Samantha Rowley 

e Alice Levine 


e Sejal Allora Patel 


Events[edit] 


e MTV EMA - MTV Europe Music Awards 
e MTV Movie Awards 
e MTV Video Music Awards 


On-air identity[edit] 


No 


MUSIC TELEVISION 


MTVNHD logo used from 2008 until 2011 in Europe and until 2012 in the UK 


} 
MU 


MTV Live HD logo used from 2011 until 2013 in Europe and until 2013 in the UK 


M í 


Logo used from 2013 to 2017 


M Í 


Current logo used since 2017 


See also[edit] 


e MIV 

e MTV Base 

e MTV Classic 
e MTV Dance 


e MTV Hits 
e MTV Music 
e MTV Rocks 


e Viacom International Media Networks Europe 


External links[edit] 
e MTV Live 
References[edit] 
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MTV Extra 


Launched 1 July 1999 


Closed 1 May 2001 


Owned by MTV Networks Europe 


Country United Kingdom and Ireland 


Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom and Ireland 


Headquarters London, United Kingdom 
Replaced by MTV Hits 
Website mtv.co.uk 


MTV Extra was a music channel by MTV Networks Europe, the channel first launched 
on 1 July 1999 on the Sky Digital platform, and was a mixture of music videos and 
repeats of MTV Programming. Towards the end of the channel's life, programming was 
dropped and the channel showed solely music videos (under the "Pure Music" name), 
with MTV Dance in the evenings. MTV Dance was spun off into its own channel on 20 
April 2001, and MTV Extra was renamed MTV Hits at 6am on 1 May 2001. MTV Extra is 
notable for being the only spin-off MTV channel to use the same song title graphics as 
its parent channel (although it had its own separate idents). 


This article about a European television station is a stub. You can help 
=B Wikipedia by expanding it. 
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MTV Flux 


MTUFLUX 


MTV Flux logo 
Launched 6 September 2006 
Closed 1 February 2008 
Owned by MTV Networks Europe 
Replaced VH2 (UK) 

XXXX (Italy) 
Replaced by MTV One +1 

Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 
Sky Digital Channel 346 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 325 
UPC Ireland Channel 708 


MTV Flux was a television channel in the United Kingdom and Ireland. The version in 
the UK and Ireland launched on 6 September 2006. The brand started as a website on 1 
August. It used bandwidth that was originally used to broadcast VH2. There is an MTV 
'Flux' channel in Japan, which launched in 2007. 


Unlike VH2, which focused mainly on indie music, MTV Flux broadcast a wider range of 
music and music-related programming, with styles ranging from current chart hits to 
classic pop/rock songs. The idea of the channel was to give viewers "control" by 
allowing them to send in video clips to the website and the TV channel if approved by 
the online community and (for television broadcast) MTV. The channel also showed 
music videos. 


Shows[edit] 


The first show broadcast on MTV Flux was: Up, Up, Down, Down... (short for the 
complete Konami Code which serves as its full official title), an hour-long show, hosted 
by Colin Griffiths nominally about computer games interspersed with music videos and 
user-submitted content. 


Other shows included: 


e Flux Me l'm Famous: A mixture of shoutouts where members of the public throw to 
their own flux profiles and advertise themselves, user generated films and music 
videos. 

e Obsession Session: Dedicated fans tell all about themselves and the bands they 
adore. 

e POD stars: The zen den where celebrities hang out and do anything in the Flux POD, 
an inflatable white enclave. Followed by their music videos. 

e The Great MTV Flux Run (Summer 2007): an interactive sports show hosted by Rob 
Petit. 

e Fan Clash: an interactive show where fans of bands compete head-to-head for the 
coveted 'Snart’. 


Website[edit] 
The MTV Flux website allows users to register and create a unique web page in the style 


of social networking sites like MySpace. This page allows users create avatars and 
upload pictures and video. 


Closure[edit] 


On 21 January 2008 AGB Nielsen Media Research announced for BARB subscribers that 
MTV Flux would be rebranded as MTV One +1 on 1 February 2008. MTV Flux ceased at 
6am with MTV One +1 launching at 12noon on the same day. 


References[edit] 
External links[edit] 


e MTV Flux l2ermanent dead link] at MTV.co.uk 
e [1] at MTV Flux Japan 
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MTV Shows 


Ka 


MUSIC TELEVISION® 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Formerly called 


Replaced by 


Sister 


channel(s) 


8 November 2007 


1 February 2011 


Viacom International Media Networks 


576i (SDTV 4:3) 


~0.0% (August 2012, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


MTV R (2007-2010) 


MTV Music 


MTV 

MTV Live HD 
MTV Base 
MTV Classic 
MTV Dance 
MTV Hits 
MTV Rocks 
VH1 


Viva 

Comedy Central 
Comedy Central Extra 
Nickelodeon 

Nick Jr. 

Nick Jr. 2 


Nicktoons 
Website www.mtv.co.uk/channels/mtv-shows 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 160 
Cable 


UPC Ireland Channel 708 


MTV Shows (formally MTV R) was a British pay television channel. The channel was 
launched on 8 November 2007. 


On 1 March 2010, MTV R was rebranded to MTV Shows."! MTV Shows was removed from 
Virgin Media on 28 August 2010, along with MTV +1 and MTV Classic, to make room for 
Comedy Central HD.” 


MTV Shows was rebranded as MTV Music on 1 February 2011.2 
Programming[edit] 


e The Real World 

e Everybody Hates Chris 

e Pimp My Ride 

e Next 

e Sanchez Get High 

e 16 and Pregnant 

e Ride With Funkmaster Flex 
e Parental Control 

e Date My Mom 

e That '70s Show 


e My Own 


e Jackass 

e The Ren and Stimpy Show 
e Wildboyz 

e Mr Meaty 

e Viva La Bam 

e Punk'd 

e My Super Sweet 16 

e MADE 

e Scarred 


e Celebrity Deathmatch 

e Dirty Sanchez 

e MTV Cribs 

e SpongeBob SquarePants 
e Hogan Knows Best 

e Brooke Knows Best 

e South Park 


e Rob & Big 
e Life of Ryan 
e Fur TV 


e | Love New York 
e Laguna Beach 
e Run's House 


e The Hills 
e Nitro Circus 
e Teen Wolf 


e Teen Mom 
e Awkward. 


References[edit] 
1. ^ "MTV Announce Channel Changes". Entertainment Focus. 2010-03-01. Archived 
from the original on 2011-07-10. 
2. ^ "Three MTV channels leave Virgin Media". The Airwaves. 26 August 2010. Archived 
from the original on 12 January 2013. 
3. ^ "Sky confirms major EPG shake-up". Broadband TV News. 18 January 2011. 
4. ^ Laughlin, Andrew. "Broadcasting - News - MTV to launch MTV Music on Sky - Digital 


Spy". Digital Spy. Retrieved 18 January 2011. 
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MTV Shows at MTV.co.uk 
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Launched 


Picture 


format 


Audience 


share 


Replaced by 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


MTV Dance 


YQ 


és 


20 April 2001 (Original) 
(channel) 

1 February 2020 (Relaunch) 
(block) 

23 May 2018 (Original) 


Nick Jr. Too 


ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe 


576i (SDTV) 4:3 


UK: 


0.01% (May 2017, BARB) 


Club MTV 


List[show] 


mtv.co.uk/mtv-dance 


Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 620 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 716 
Streaming media 


TvPlayer (UK only) (TVPlayer Plus subscription 


required) 


MTV Dance is a 24-hour electronic dance music channel operated by ViacomCBS 
International Media Networks Europe. It was available in the United 

Kingdom and Ireland on subscription satellite and digital television services until 23 May 
2018 when it was replaced with Club MTV, with "We Are Your Friends" 

by Justice vs. Simian being the final music video to be played on the channel. The 
channel played dance, EDM, trance, techno & house music. 


MTV Dance European continues as normal until it changes to the European version of 
Club MTV later this year. 


Concept and expansion{edit] 


MTV Dance originally started out as a night-time programming slot on the now defunct 
digital music channel MTV Extra. 

On 3 September 2001, The strand expanded to become a standalone music channel 
broadcast on Sky in both the United Kingdom and Ireland, where it initially timeshared 
with Nick Jr. every evening between 19:00 and 06:00. The sharing of a stream 
subsequently ended; since 13 August 2002 MTV Dance has broadcast as a 24-hour 
music channel. 


MTV Dance began broadcasting in widescreen on 6 March 2012. 


Expansion around Europe(edit] 
Main article: MTV Dance (Europe) 


On 7 March 2008, MTV Dance increased its presence around Europe, when MTV 
Networks Europe replaced the Europe-wide feed of MTV Base with a similar feed of MTV 
Dance. 


From 10 January 2011 a feed of the MTV Dance channel launched in Italy on Sky Italia, 
replacing MTV Pulse. 


In 2014, MTV Dance, as well as MTV Rocks and MTV Hits started broadcasting European 
versions, without commercials or teleshopping. 


Expansion into Australia(edit] 
Main article: MTV Dance (Australia) 


VIMN launched the channel in Australia on 3 December 2013. The channel replaced the 
Australian version of MTV Hits. 


Programmingledit] 
MTV Dance Chart Top 5 
Brand New Vid! 

00s Eurodance: Top 5! 

Late Night Mix! 

Feeling Fresh 

Big Tunes! 

Sick New Beats & Massive Bangers 
DJ Duel 

Big Beatz of the 2010s 
Remixed! 

Club MTV 

Reloaded! Top 10 

Club MTV Pre-Party 

Mint Dance Hits! Top 50 
Brekkie Bangers! 

Friday Night Warm-Up 

Friday Night Mash-Up 


Saturday Night Warm-Up 


It's Now vs The 00s Baby! 


Connie the Cow 


LogoSledit] 


u 


Used until mid 2007 


DANCE 


Used between mid 2007 - 1 March 2010, 1 February 2020 - present 


ili] 


MUSIC TELEVISION 


Logo used 1 March 2010 - 30 June 2011 


re | 
MU 


Logo used 1 July 2011 - 30 September 2013 


KAIL 
Mul 


Logo used 1 October 2013 - 4 April 2017 


Logo used 5 April 2017 - 23 May 2018 


See alsofedit! 
MTV UK 

MTV Ireland 

MTV Base 

MTV Classic 

MTV Dance Australia 
MTV Dance Europe 
MTV Hits UK 


MTV Hits Europe 


MTV Live 
MTV Music 
MTV Rocks 


MTV Rocks Europe 


External links[edit] 


Official website 


TV Guide 


SES guide to receiving Astra satellites 


SES guide to channels broadcasting on Astra satellites 


ReferencesSjedit] 


^ "Television Pages - The MTV strap on MTV Dance". www.alexmusic.net. 
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TMF 
Launched 31 October 2002 
Closed 26 October 2009 
Owned by Viacom International Media Networks 


Picture format 4:3, 576i (SDTV) 


Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast area United Kingdom, Ireland 


Replaced by Viva 


Sister MTV 

channel(s) MTV Two 
MTV Base 
MTV Dance 
VH1 


VH1 Classic 


Website mtv.co.uk/tmf 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 21 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 389 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 318 


UPC Ireland Channel 787 


TMF (The Music Factory) was a music video and entertainment channel in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The channel was owned by Viacom International Media Networks 
and was originally a Dutch channel. Formed after the two other TMF stations, which are 
based in mainland Europe, the channel was created to counter against EMAP's The 

Hits channel (now 4Music) on the new free-to-air digital terrestrial television 

service Freeview in 2002. 


Upon launch, TMF's description was "7MF is designed to replicate the rhythms of the 
whole family, playing the best pop videos with the biggest pop stars to become the 
sound track to the British family life." However, it had since broadened its content to 
show programmes from its sister channels MTV, VH1, Nick Jr. and Comedy Central, so 
no longer relied on just music videos. 


TMF broadcast on Freeview, Sky and Virgin Media and as well as in some Irish cable 
packages. The channel was the most viewed music video related station in the UK, 
according to BARB ratings. 


TMF had a new look on screen graphics in March 2008 to match the other British MTV 
channels. The previous on screen graphics were used since July 2005 and the original 
on screen graphics were used since October 2002. The original DOG was on the top 
right of the screen, it has been moved to the top left of the screen since July 2005. The 
new look TMF still used the old pre-2007 TMF logo whereas both the Dutch and Belgian 
TMF channels adapted the new logo. The DOG on music programmes was TMF: Music. 


Shows on TMEF[edit] 
MTV/VH1 programming[edit] 


TMF initially launched as a non-stop music channel, though from early 2004 began to 
show various programmes from MTV and VHL. 


Beavis and Butt-head 
Made 
MTV Cribs 


Room Raiders 


Date My Mom 


Drawn Together 


The Fabulous Life of... 
My Fair Brady 


Hogan Knows Best 


The Surreal Life 


Dirty Sanchez 
Pimp My Ride 


lackass 


My Super Sweet 16 
Noggin[edit] 


Noggin started broadcasting in 2009 after replacing the former Nick Jr. on TMF block. 
The final set of programmes shown were Go Diego Go!, Dora the Explorer, Little 

Bear and Maggie & The Ferocious Beast. It was a children's television slot broadcast on 
TMF from 07:00 to 09:00 daily. 


Noggin was the first commercial children's television channel launched on 30 January 
2006 on TMF to air on the UK's DTT platform, Freeview, followed by CITV, then 
lastly Playhouse Disney on ABC1. 


Nick Jr on TMF[edit] 


Nick Jr on TMF had replaced the strand Noggin on 25 September 2006, but its 
programming has remained identical. It used the same ident and presentation package 
as its main sister, Nick Jr. The reason for the change is unknown, but could possibly be 
due to the fact the Nick Jr brand is more well known in the United Kingdom than Noggin. 


Programmes shown included LazyTown, Dora the Explorer, Thomas & Friends, and The 
Backyardigans amongst others. 


Nickelodeon programming[edit] 


Repeat airings of Nickelodeons UK Kids Choice Awards 2008 were scheduled on TMF 
and MTV Hits, in September 2008.4 


Comedy Central programming[edit] 


In January 2007 TMF began showing comedies broadcast on Paramount Comedy, in a 
strand entitled Comedy Classics. These have included the likes of The Wonder 
Years, Ally McBeal and Cheers, as well as various Paramount films. During The Friday 
Movie strand, the channel's DOG changed to an enlarged version, with a re-arranged 
name displaying "TFM". 


Own programming[edit] 


In August 2005, TMF commissioned two new shows called Pop the Q and Game One. In 
early 2006 came The Loaded Hour (a male-orientated themed show named after the 
magazine sponsor, fronted by Kate Edmondson), and in the summer a new live show 
called TMF Live (presented again by Edmondson, as well as TMF News anchor Carole 
Machin). With the exception of Pop the Q, none of the shows had a second series. 


Replacement and closure[edit] 


On 14 October 2009, MTV Networks announced plans to replace TMF with a new music 
and comedy channel. Viva replaced TMF on 26 October 2009.21 The final music video 
that was shown on TMF was Whitney Houston's "Million Dollar Bill" at around 5:55am on 
26 October 2009. After this, the channel showed its Noggin children's strand, which has 
been running since TMF launched. This then faded into a promo consisting of music 
videos at 9am. The last video played on the promo programme Up Your Video“ 

u was Cheryl Cole's "Fight For This Love" at about 3:55pm on 26 October 2009. 


See also[edit] 


Viva (UK and Ireland) 


MTV (UK & Ireland) 
MTV Rocks 

MTV Base 

MTV Dance 

MTV Hits 


Notes[edit] 


^ Viva officially launched at 4pm, therefore Up Your Video was shown on TMF. 


References[edit] 


^ Daniel Kilkelly. "Dannii Minogue to host Nickelodeon awards". DigitalSpy.co.uk. Retrieved 2 
September 2008. 


^ Plunkett, John (16 October 2009). "MTV replaces TMF with Viva". The Guardian. London. 
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^ "Viva". Retrieved 14 October 2009. 


^ "TMF". Retrieved 14 October 2009. 
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TMF at MTV.co.uk 
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VIVA 


VIVA 


Launched 26 October 2009 


Closed 31 January 2018 


Owned by Viacom International Media Networks 


Europe 


Picture format 16:9, 576i (SDTV) 


Audience share 0.06% (December 2017, BARB) 


Slogan Up your Viva! 


Country United Kingdom and Ireland 


Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom and Ireland 


Replaced TMF 


Replaced by MTV OMG 


Sister List[show 

channel(s) 

Website uk.viva.tv 
Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 


Freeview HD Channel 57 


Satellite 
Freesat Channel 511 
Sky Channel 353 
Astra 2E 11895 V 27500 2/3 
Cable 
Virgin Channel 317 


Media (UK) 


Virgin Media Channel 709 


Ireland 

WightFibre Channel 97 

| Streaming media 
Viva Online [1] (UK only) 


Viva (stylised as VIVA) was a British free-to-air music television channel owned 
by Viacom International Media Networks Europe. The channel launched on 26 October 
2009, replacing TMF,“341 and ceased broadcasting on 31 January 2018. 


History[edit] 


The channel was officially launched on 26 October 2009 by Alexandra Burke, with an 
exclusive live performance of her single "Bad Boys". The first music video to be shown 
on Viva was Alphabeat's "The Spell" in The Official UK Chart Show Top 20 hosted 

by Sarah-Jane Crawford. It originally broadcast for 24 hours a day until Noggin was 
removed from the schedule and its hours were reduced to 9:00am - 6:00am. It was 
further reduced to 9:00am - 3:00am on 1 August 2011. The unused hours are now used 
for telesho in [citation needed] 


On 19 September 2011 the channel started broadcasting in the 16:9 picture format but 
the DOG was still set to the 4:3 picture format and appeared stretched; this was later 
fixed so it appears within the 4:3 safe zone. As with other Viacom channels, most 4:3 
content has been stretched to 14:9 !xtation needea 


Viva dropped its free-to-view encryption on satellite on 19 March 2013, before launching 
on the free-to-air platform, Freesat, on 2 April 2013.4 


On 8 October 2014, following the Viacom takeover of UK broadcaster Channel 5, it was 
announced that Viva would be removed from Freeview with all of its entertainment 
content moving to 5*. Its EPG slot was taken over by 5USA (which had moved from 
Freeview channel 31 for the launch of Spike) on 15 April 2015, with Viva moving to 
Freeview channel 74 and its broadcast hours changed to 9:00 to 11:00. The channel still 
broadcasts full-time on all other platforms. 21 


As of 31 July 2015, Viva moved to Freeview channel 58, and was only available to 
viewers who had devices which are compatible with Freeview HD, Freeview Play, 
YouView or EE TV in certain areas of the UK. It broadcast from 9:00 until 11:00. taten 
needed) |t moved Once again on Freeview on 2 October 2015 from Channel 58 to 57. 
Following the establishment of a stream sharing capacity with 5USA +1, Viva extended 
to broadcast between 5:00am and 6:00pm on digital terrestrial television. 


Closure[edit] 


Viva ceased broadcasting on all platforms at 6:00am on 31 January 2018, with the final 
music video shown was Spice Girls' "Viva Forever" (1998). A day before, it was removed 


from Freesat, and the network's website was redirected to the MTV charts webpage. 
From 1 February, DTT's channel 57 began carrying a part-time placeholder broadcast 
of 5Spike +1. The 5am-6pm hours previously used by Viva were now used to extend 
5USA +1 into daytime.24 Throughout February 2018, the temporary Valentine's Day- 
focused MTV Love network replaced it on Sky and Virgin Media, before being replaced 


by MTV OMG from 1 March 2018. 


Former programming/[edit] 


As well as music videos, Viva previously showed programmes from 


other Viacom channels including MTV, Nickelodeon, Comedy Central and Channel 5 


Catfish: The TV Show (2013-15) 


Pretty Little Liars (2010-13) 


Brooke Knows Best 


Celebrity Deathmatch 


The City (2009-12) 


The Dudesons in America (2011) 


The Hills (2009-12) 


Jersey Shore (2011-12) 


Hogan Knows Best 


Fly Girls (2009-10) 


Blonde Charity Mafia 


True Beauty (2010-11) 
New York Goes to Hollywood 
Run's House 
Daddy's Girls 


Suck My Pop 


My Super Sweet 16 


America's Best Dance Crew 


South Park (2010-13) 


A Shot at Love with Ti, 


Scream Queens 
Bromance 

MTV Cribs 

Dirty Sanchez (2009-1 


Hulk Hogan's Celebrit) 


Pants Off Dance Off 
Community 

Teen Cribs 

The Official UK Chart § 
Slips 

The Fresh Prince of Be 
Crash Canyon 

Daria 

Beavis and Butt-head 
Whitney 

Bellator MMA 


My Wife and Kids 


That '70s Show 


Punk'd 

The Hard Times of R/ Berger 
Viva La Bam 

Jackass (2009-15) 

Scarred 


Two and a Half Men (2009-12) 


16 and Pregnant 


The Osbournes 


Presenters[edit] 


S ara h J ane C rawfo rd [citation needed] 


Kimberley Walsh 


Noggin[edit] 


Main article: Noggin (Viva UK block) 


Noggin was an early morning children's television block from Nick Jr., that was 


Brickleberry 


Fred: The Show 
Scrubs (2013-15) 
Two Pints of Lager anc 


Neighbours 


Home and Away 


SpongeBob SquarePar 


The Penguins of Mada 


broadcast on Viva from 06:00 - 09:00 daily. The programming block was first shown 
on TMF and was initially carried over to Viva. As of March 2010 the block has ended. The 


schedule in October 2009 included; 


Go, Diego, Go! 


Dora the Explorer 


Little Bear 


Maggie and the Ferocious Beast 


See also[edit] 


VIVA Media 


VIVA Germany 


MTV 


MTV Rocks 


MTV Base 
MTV Dance 
MTV Hits 
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BET International 


Launched 27 February 2008 


Network BET 
Owned by ViacomCBS International Media 
Networks 


Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 


Audience share UK: 


0.01% (August 2018, BARB) 


Slogan We got you 
Country United Kingdom 
Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 
Ireland 
Africa 
The Middle East 


South Korea 


Headquarters London, United Kingdom 


Sister 5Select 
channel(s) 5Spike 
5Star 
5USA 
Channel 5 
Club MTV 
Comedy Central 
Comedy Central Extra 
MTV 
MTV Base 


Website 


Freesat 


Sky 


Astra 2G 


StarSat 


Virgin Media 


Virgin TV 


Anywhere 


MTV Classic 
MTV Hits 
MTV Live 
MTV Music 
MTV OMG 
MTV Rocks 
Nickelodeon 
Nick Jr. 

Nick Jr. Too 
Nicktoons 
Paramount Network 


VH1 


www.betintl.co.uk 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 140 


Channel 173 


11141 H 22000 5/6 


Channel 167 


Cable 


Channel 184 


Streaming media 


Watch live (UK only) 


BET International (Black Entertainment Television) is a British free-to- 

air television channel centred towards black music and also available in Ireland, the 
Middle East and Africa. It was launched on 27 February 2008 in the UK™ with 
headquarters in London. BET broadcasts content from the main Black Entertainment 
Television channel in the US and Canada. It does not broadcast any locally produced 
shows. 2121 


History[edit] 


BET International Inc. was given a licence to broadcast in the UK in May 2007 by Ofcom. 
In 2006 it was announced that BET would hold its first annual Hip-Hop Awards and as 
part of the announcement they also stated there would be a "Best UK Artist" category, 
the winner being Sway.“ 


Availability[edit] 


BET launched on the Sky platform in the UK on 27 February 2008, one day earlier than 
originally advertised. It began with various BET content, such as 106 & Park, American 
Gangster and College Hill. The channel is available on Sky channel 194. The channel 
launched on Freesat in August 2008, on channel 140. BET +1 was added to Freesat 
when it launched in late 2008. These signals are also available for free in the rest 

of Europe via satellite Eutelsat 28A. 


On 24 September 2008 tests appeared for BET on Virgin Media but the channel did not 
launch. However it did eventually launch on 27 June 2013 on channel 184. 


BET is available in Kenya on Zuku on channel 125 and on startimes on channel 132. 


The channel was available on Pan-African Satellite Broadcaster Dstv on Channel 135 
until 17 April 2015 when it was terminated to make room for BET Africa which includes 
local shows alongside BET International's programming. 


On 4 November 2014, BET +1 closed, and was replaced by 5* +1 on Sky. 
BET HD[edit] 


On 1 July 2009, BET launched a temporary HD channel, exclusively on Freesat, 
simulcasting BET, to cover the BET Awards. The channel was removed from the EPG on 
4 July 2009... 

Programming[edit] 

These are some of the programs currently running on BET: 

106 & Park 


106 & Park Presents 


Access Granted 


American Gangster 


Baldwin Hills 


Being Mary Jane 


BET Awards 


The BET Honours 


BET Inspiration 

BET Now 

Bobby Jones Gospel 
Brothers to Brutha 
College Hill 
ComicView 

The Deal 


Frankie & Neffe 


Harlem Heights 


Hell Date 
First In 
Keyshia Cole: The Way It Is 


Keyshia & Daniel: Family First 


Let's Stay Together 


Lift Very Voice 


Meet the Faith 


Moesha 

The Mo'Nique Show 
Played by Fame 
Pay It Off 


The Pull Up 


Real Husbands of Hollywood 


Real Life Divas 


Rip the Runaway 


Rising Icons 


Second Generation Wayans 


Soul Sessions 


Spring Bling 2009 
Sunday Best 


Tears, Sheers & Beauty 


The Family Crew 


The One to One Show 


The Parkers 


Tiny & Toya 

Welcome to Dreamland 
The Wendy Williams Show 
The Game 

The Real 


Tyler Perry’s Sistas 


Tyler Perry’s The Oval 
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This article is about the current Paramount Network channel. For the channel formerly 
known as The Paramount Channel, later Paramount Comedy, see Comedy Central (UK 


and Ireland). 


Paramount Network 


k*ž*+ 
s +. 


NETWORK 


Launched 4 July 2018 


Network Channel 5 


Owned by ViacomCBS International Media Networks 


Europe 
Picture 1080i HDTV 
format (downscaled to 16:9 576i for the SDTV feed) 


Audience 0.23% (June 2019, BARB) 


share 


Country United Kingdom 


Language English 


Broadcast United Kingdom 


area 

Sister List[show] 

channel(s) 

Website Official website 
Availability 
Terrestrial 

Freeview Channel 54 

Satellite 
Freesat Channel 132 


Sky (UK only) Channel 153 


Astra 2F 11344 H 27500 5/6 
28.2°E 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 187 (HD) 
Channel 188 


Paramount Network is a British free-to-air television channel operated by Channel 5 
Broadcasting.” It features a range of programming from the Channel 5 stable as well as 
other content from the UK and US. 213141 


The channel was launched on 4 July 2018, but ceased to be available via satellite in 
Ireland on 13 July 2018 having supposedly been made available only by mistake™, even 


though the channel had been promoted to Irish viewers before launch. The channel 
can still be accessed on Sky Ireland by adding it via the extra channel. 


The channel launched a high-definition feed exclusively on Virgin Media on 21 July 2018. 
[819] 


On 7 January 2020, Paramount Network will merge with 5Spike mirroring the US- 
channel's change in 2018, will move to 5Spike's former slots on Freeview, Sky and 
Virgin Media, and launch a one-hour timeshift channel on Sky.2% 


Programming[edit] 


The first show to be aired on Paramount Network (UK) was the pilot episode of Gilmore 
Girls, broadcast at 13.00 on 4 July 2018.44 


Imported[edit] 
Aftermath 


Agent Carter 


American Horror Story 


Arrow 
Channel Zero 
CSI: Miami 
CSI: NY 


Designated Survivor 


Empire 
Gilmore Girls 
Grimm 

Heroes Reborn 
House 


Impractical Jokers US 


LA to Vegas 


Lip Sync Battle US 


Life_in Pieces 


Six 


Sleepy Hollow 


Suits 

Taken 
Training Day 
Teen Wolf 
The Mick 

The Office US 
The Strain 
The X-Files 
Vikings 


When Calls the Heart 


Will & Grace 


Wynonna Earp 
From Channel 5[edit] 


Access 
Greatest Ever Celebrity Wind Ups 


Home and Away 


Make You Laugh Out Loud 

Neighbours 

Now That's Funny 

Rosamunde Pilcher: Coming Home 
Rosamunde Pilcher: Fighting For Her Family 
Rosamunde Pilcher's Four Seasons 


Rosamunde Pilcher: The Unknown Heart 


Ultimate Celebrity Power Couples 
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Retrieved 29 June 2018. 
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Nickelodeon 


nickelodeon 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


Sky (UK) 


1 September 1993; 26 years ago 


ViacomCBS (60%) 
Sky (40%) 


1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


0.11% 
0.06% (+1) (March 2017, BARB) 


It's all new, all Nick! 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


List[show] 


Nick +1 


nick.co.uk 


nick.ie 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 604 (HD) 
Channel 605 (+1) 


Sky (Ireland) 


Channel 642 (SD) 


On Demand 


Channel 604 (SD) 
Channel 605 (+1) 
Channel 629 (HD) 


On Demand 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 712 (SD) 


Virgin 
Media (Ireland) 


WightFibre 


TalkTalk Plus TV 


BT 


Plusnet 


Eir Vision 


Sky Go 


Now TV 


Channel 713 (+1) 


Channel 714 (HD) 


TV Choice on Demand 


Channel 604 (SD) 


Channel 605 (+1) 


Channel 634 (HD) 


Channel 100 


IPTV 


Channel 483 


Channel 483 


Channel 483 


Channel 605 


Streaming media 


Watch live (UK & Ireland only) 


Watch live (UK only) 


TvPlayer Watch live 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 


Anywhere 


Nickelodeon is a British pay television network focused on kids programming, it is 
operated under a joint venture between ViacomCBS International Media Networks 
Europe and Sky. 


On 1 September 1993, a localised version of the US channel launched in the United 
Kingdom and launched at a later date in Ireland. In the United Kingdom, the channel is 
available on Sky, Virgin Media, and TalkTalk Plus TV. In Ireland, the channel is available 
on Virgin Media Ireland, Eir TV and Sky Ireland. This is the first international Nickelodeon 
channel. 


History[edit] 


This section possibly contains original 
© research. Please improve it by verifying the claims made and 


adding inline citations. Statements consisting only of original 
research should be removed. (March 2019) (Learn how and when to 
remove this template message) 


The channel was launched in the UK on 1 September 1993 exclusively on Sky UK, 
originally airing for 12 hours and showing both cartoons and live action series. Off-air, 
the channel would air static logos, schedule information and teletext. Live presentation 
followed in 1994, branded as Nick Alive!. From October 1995, it started to timeshare 
with Paramount Channel. When Sky Digital was launched in 1998, Nickelodeon was in 
the original channel line-up on Astra 2A, and the channel was aired for three more 
hours. However, analogue-satellite services continued to shutdown Nickelodeon at 7 
p.m. each day until analogue satellite was discontinued in 2001. Later, additional 
channels were added including Nick Jr. and a timeshift version. 


During 2005 Nickelodeon were in talks with ITV" to form a joint venture to launch a 
free-to-air children's channel. 


On 15 February 2010, the channel adopted the worldwide rebrand. 
81 The TeenNick block also adopted the American identity.“ On 30 April 2010, 
Nickelodeon's sister channels took on their rebrand logos. 


An HD simulcast feed was launched on 5 October 2010 on Sky. Later, it was picked up 
by Virgin Media. !t#a needed] 


Ownership[edit] 


The Nickelodeon channels available in the UK and in Ireland are operated through a 
joint venture with Viacom International Media Networks (VIMN) and Sky plc trading as 
Nickelodeon UK Ltd. VIMN holds majority in shares (60%). 


Subsidiary and sister channels[edit] 


Nick Jr.[edit] 
Main article: Nick Jr. (UK and Ireland) 


Nick Jr. first appeared in the UK and Ireland from 1995, between 9am - 3pm on weekday 
school days on the main Nickelodeon UK channel. On 1 September 1999, Nick 

Jr. launched on Sky, allowing the channel to broadcast all day. Nick Jr. shows 
programming aimed at pre-school children, which was previously shown during the 
daytime on the main channel, but this strand has long since been dropped (though it 
was reintroduced briefly during 2005). Nick Jr. originally timeshared with MTV 

Dance when that channel launched in early 2001, though this ceased some time ago, 
with MTV Dance having gone 24 hours since then. 


Nicktoons[edit] 
Main article: Nicktoons (UK and Ireland) 


On 22 July 2002, Nicktoons was launched, airing Nicktoons cartoons, as well as other 
cartoons, throughout the day. SoongeBob SquarePants and ToonMarty are part of the 
Nicktoons schedule. 


Nick Jr. Toof[edit] 
Main article: Nick Jr. Too 


On 24 April 2006, Nick Jr. Too was launched. It broadcasts Nick Jr. shows on a different 
schedule from the main Nick Jr. channel. 


Nick +1, Nicktoons Replay and Nick Jr. +1[edit] 


On 1 September 1999, a one-hour time shift of Nickelodeon was initially launched on 
Sky. It is available on Sky, Virgin Media Ireland 605 and Virgin Media 713. The channel 
originally launched as Nick Replay but was rebranded as Nick +1 on 2 October 2012. 


A one-hour timeshift of Nicktoons, Nicktoons Replay, was also available on Sky channel 
630. The timeshift channel replaced the Nicktoons spin off sister channel Nicktoonsters. 


Nick Jr. +1 launched on 2 October 2012, replacing Nicktoons Replay, which closed the 
previous day. The timeshift channel is available on Nicktoons Replay's previous space. 


Irish feed[edit] 


In 2004, The channel launched an Irish advertising feed for Nickelodeon. 


An Irish feed for Nick Jr. was launched in 2006. On 13 September 2012, it was 
announced that Sky would be launching an Irish feed of NickToons on 16 October 2012. 
®© All Nickelodeon channels available in Ireland now host Irish advertising and 
sponsorship. 


Nicktoonsters[edit] 
Main article: Nicktoonsters 


On 18 August 2008, Nicktoonsters was launched. Its licence first appeared on the Ofcom 
website in September 2007 (initially named "Nicktoons 2", and changed to 
Nicktoonsters on 3 July 2008). The channel closed on 31 July 2009 and was replaced 
with a one-hour timeshift of Nicktoons on 1 August 2009.21 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Nickelodeon (UK and Ireland) 


Over the years the network has produced series including Genie in the House (2006- 
2009) and the recent Summer in Transylvania. Apart from local continuity programming 
and Camp Orange, Nickelodeon UK mainly airs imported programming from the US 
network, Canada's YTV, and the children's division of Australian broadcast 

network Network Ten. House of Anubis is filmed in the UK, but is produced for the 
American channel and premieres in the US market first. 


Kids' Choice Awards[edit] 
Main article: Nickelodeon UK Kids' Choice Awards 


Traditionally, the Kids' Choice Awards in the United Kingdom and Ireland before 2007 
included only an airing of the original ceremony from the United States. Nickelodeon UK 
from then on held a full ceremony for two years in 2007 and 2008 which included a fully 
local slate of categories and was held at the ExCeL London. No ceremony or UK-specific 
awards were held in 2009 after network budget cuts, and since 2010 only a few local 
categories are voted by children in the United Kingdom and Ireland, which are awarded 
each year by Nickelodeon presenters as continuity during the airing of the American 
ceremony on a one-day delay. 


Nickelodeon Land[edit] 
Main article: Blackpool Pleasure Beach § Nickelodeon Land 


Nickelodeon Land is a section of the Blackpool Pleasure Beach resort in Blackpool which 
is a six-acre section of the park featuring themed Nickelodeon attractions and 
souvenirs. The Nickelodeon Land section of the park in opened April 2011. 
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This is a list of programmes upcoming and currently on Nickelodeon in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. 


Current programming[edit] 
First-run live-action series[edit] 


Henry Danger (13 February 2015 - present)#! 


Hunter Street (26 April 2017 - present) 
Knight Squad (23 May 2018 - present) 


Cousins for Life (3 June 2019 - present) 
Animated showsS[edit] 


SpongeBob SquarePants (3 January 2000 - 2015; 2016 - present) 


Winx Club (24 September 2011 -present) 
Reruns[edit] 


Game Shakers 


House of Anubis 


iCarly (8 March 2008-present) 


Renford Rejects 


Sam & Cat (30 September 2013-present) 
The Thundermans 

Nicky, Ricky, Dicky and Dawn 

Victorious (14 September 2010-present) 


WITS Academy 


School of Rock 


Instant Mom 
LAm Frankie 


Find Me in Paris 
Programming blocks[edit] 


Nick@Nite (27 June 2016 - 2019) 


Former programming[edit] _ 


hideThis section has multiple issues. Please help improve 
it or discuss these issues on the talk page. (Learn how and when 
to remove these template messages) 


© This section does not cite any sources. (December 2018) 


This section possibly contains original research. (December 
2018) 


100 Deeds for Eddie McDowd(2004) 


Aaahh!!! Real Monsters(1994-2004) 


Action League Now! (1996-2000) 


The Adventures of Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius (2002-2011) 


The Adventures of Pete & Pete (1994-2000) 


The Adventures of Portland Bill (1997-1999) 


Albert the Fifth Musketeer(1996-1999) 


Alien Surf Girls (2012-2013) 


All Grown Up! (2003-2010) 


All That (1994-2005) 

Allegra's Window 

Alvin and the Chipmunks(1994-1999) 
The Amanda Show (July 2001-2013) 


Angelina Ballerina (2004-14 February2010) 


Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps (2011) 


The Angry Beavers (1997-2002) 


Animal Antics (1999-2000) 

Animal Crackers (2001-2006) 

The Animals of Farthing Wooa(1996-1999) 
Animorphs (1998-2001) 

Anthony Ant (1999-2000) 


Are You Afraid of the Dark?(1994-2007) 


Arthur (1998-2006) 


As Told by Ginger (2001-2005) 


Astro Farm (1997-1999) 

Attack of the Killer Tomatoes(1994-1997) 

Avatar: The Last Airbender(2006-2010) (now on Nicktoons) 
Babar (1997-2000) 

Baby Animals (1997-1999) 


Back at the Barnyard (2008-September 2010) 


The Backyardigans (2004) 


Bubble Guppies (2011) 


Bagpuss (1997-2000) 


Bailey Kipper's P.O.V. (1995-1996) 


Bananas in Pyjamas (1994-2000) 
Batfink (1994-1995) 
Bay City (1995-1996) 


Ben and Holly's Little Kingdom(2011) 


Big Guy and Rusty the Boy Robot (2004) 


Biker Mice from Mars (1995-1998) 


Billboard Dad (1998-2006) 

The Blobheads (2004-2006) 

Blossom (2004-2006) 

Blue, Child of the Earth 

Blue's Clues (1998-2000, 2004) 

Bob the Builder (Original Series) (1999) 
Bod (1997-1999) 

Boohbah (2004-2005) 


Breadwinners (2014) 


The Brothers Flub (1998-1999) 


The Brothers Garcia (2001-04) 
Bruno the Kid (1996-1999) 
Bubble and Squeak (2010) 


Bucket & Skinner's Epic Adventures (2011-2014) 


Budgie the Little Helicopter(1997-1999) 


Bump (1997-1999) 


The Busy World of Richard Scarry (1997-1998) 


Button Moon (1997-1999) 


California Dreams (1999-2002) 


Camberwick Green (1997-2000) 

Camp Orange (2012) 

Capitol Critters (1995-1998) 

Captain Simian & the Space Monkeys (1995-1997) 
Captain Star (1997-2002) 

Cardcaptors (2001-2004) 

CatDog (1998-2005) 

Care Bears (1994-2001) 

Catscratch (2006-2010) 

ChalkZone (2002-2004) 

Charlie Brown and Friends(1994-2000) 
Charlie Chalk (1997-2000) 

Chigley (1997-1999) 


Chorlton and the Wheelies(1997-2000) 


Clangers (1997-1999) 


Clarissa Explains It All 


Clueless 

The Complete Freaks of Nature 
Complete Savages (2005-2007) 
Cousin Skeeter (1999-2002) 


Count Duckula (1994-1998) 


The Country Mouse and the City Mouse Adventures(1998-2002) 


Crystal Tipps and Alistair(.1997-2000) 


Cubeez (2004) 


Dance Academy (2013) 


Danny Phantom (31 October 2004-14 February 2010) 
Darcy's Wild Life (2005-2007) 
Dawn Patrol 


Denver, the Last Dinosaur(1994-1996) 


Dig and Dug (1993-1999) 
Dino Babies 


Dora the Explorer (2004-2011) 


Doug (1994-2010) 

Dr. Zitbag's Transylvania Pet Shop 
Dragon Tales 

Drake and Josh 


Driven Crazy 


Dungeons & Dragons 


El Tigre: The Adventures of Manny Rivera (2007-2009) 


The Elephant Show 


Engie Benjy 

Enid Blyton's Enchanted Lands (1998-1999) 
Eureeka's Castle 

Every Witch Way (2014-2019) 

Extreme Ghostbusters (1998-2004) 


The Fairly OddParents (2002-2013) 


Fraggle Rock (1993-1998) 


Fraggle Rock: The Animated Series (2003-2004) 


The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air(2011-2013) 


Galaxy High School (1995-1996) 


Garbage Pail Kids 


Genie in the House 
Gilmore Girls 

Girls In Love (2003-2008) 
Global Guts 


Go, Diego, Go! 


Gormiti: The Lords of Nature Return! 


Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids (2010-2011) 


Guinevere Jones 

Gullah Gullah Island (1997-1999) 
Guys Like Us 

Hairy Jeremy (1996-1999) 


Harvey Beaks (2015) 


Help! I'm a Teenage Outlaw 


Henry's Cat (1994-1999) 

The Herbs (1997-1999) 

Hey Arnold! (1996-2006) 

Hey Dude 

How to Rock 

The Hoobs (Also on Channel 4) 


Huxley Pig (1997-1999) 


| Spy 
Insektors (1997-2000) 


Inspector Gadget (1993-2002) 


Instant Star 

Iznogoud (1996-2001) 
Invader Zim (2002-2004) 
Ivor the Engine (1997-2000) 
James the Cat (1993-2000) 


Jim Henson's Animal Show(1998-2002) 


Jimbo and the Jet Set (1997-2000) 


Joe 90 (1994-1995) 

Jordan & Perri's Ultimate Block Party (2013) 
Jumanji (1997-2001) 

Just Jordan (2007-2008) 

KaBlam! (1996-2000) 

Kappa Mikey (2006-2008) 


Katie and Orbie (1993-1997) 


Kenan & Kel (1997-2012) 
King (2003-2006) 


King Arthur's Disasters (2005-2007) 


King Rollo (1997-1999) 
Kipper 

Kissyfur 

Kitu and Woofl (1997-1999) 


Kung Fu Panda Legends of Awesomeness (2011-2015) 


Land of the Lost (1991 series) 


Laugh Out Loud 


The Legend of Korra (2013-2015) 


Legends of the Hidden Temple 


Life With Boys (2011-2014) 
Little Bear (1997-1999) 

Little Bill (2004) 

Littlest Pet Shop (1995-1996) 
Lizzie's Library (1997-2000) 


Magic Adventures of Mumfie(1997-2000) 


Max and Shred 


Magic Mountain (1998-2000) 


The Magic School Bus (1997-2001) 
Maisy 

Make It Pop 

Marvin Marvin (2013-2014) 


Mary-Kate and Ashley in Action 


Mia and Me (2014) 


The Mighty B! (2008-14 February 2010) 


Mighty Max (1994-1997) 


Moesha (1996-2001) 


Mona the Vampire (1999-2006) 
The Monkees (1994) 
Monsters vs Aliens (2013-2015) 


Monty the Dog (1996-1999) 


Mother Goose & Grimm(1994-1997) 


Mouse and Mole (1996-1999) 


Mr. Bean: The Animated Series (2004-2007) 


Mr. Bean: The Live Action Series (2006-2009) 
Mr Benn (1997-1999) 

Mr. Magoo (1993) 

Mr. Meaty (2007-2010) 

Mr. Men and Little Miss(1996-2000) 


Muppet Babies (1997-1999) 


The Muppet Show (1994-2000) 


My Brother and Me (1998) 


My Dad the Rock Star (2004) 


My Life as a Teenage Robot(2005) 

My Parents are Aliens (2005-2010) 
Mysticons (2017) 

The Naked Brothers Bana(2007-2013) 


Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys (1995-1996) 


Naturally, Sadie 


Ned's Declassified School Survival Guide 


The New Adventures of Speed Racer 


Ni Hao Kai Lan (2007-2011) 

Nickelodeon Guts (1993) 

Nick Kicks (2016-2017) (also on Nicktoons) 
Noah Knows Best (November 2000-2002) 


Noah's Ark (1998-2000) 


Noah's Island (1998-2000) 
Noddy (1996-1999) 

Oakie Doke (1996-1999) 

The Odyssey 

Oh Yeah! Cartoons (1999-2003) 
Olive the Ostrich (2011) 

Oscar and Friends 

Oscar's Orchestra (1997-2000) 


Out of Control 


Pablo the Little Red Fox(1999) 


Paddington Bear (1997-2000) 


Papa Beaver's Storytime(1997-2000) 


Parsley the Lion (1997-1999) 

PB Bear and Friends (1998-2000) 
Pee-Wee's Playhouse (1993-1995) 
Pelswick (2001-2002) 


The Penguins of Madagascar(2009-2012) 


Peppa Pig (2010-2014) 
Pet Alien (2007-2011) 
Philbert Frog (1993-1995) 
Pre Me 

Pirate Islands 

Planet Sheen (2011-2012) 


Plasmo (1997-1999) 


Playbus (1996-1999) 


Playdays (1996-1999) 

The Pondles 

PopPixie (2014) 

Poppy Cat (2011) 

Postman Pat (1996-1999) 

Power Rangers Samurai(2011-2013) 
Press Gang (1997) 

Rabbids Invasion (2014) 

Rabbit Ears 

Rainbow 


Raising Dad 


The Real Macaw 


Redwall (2000) 

The Ren & Stimpy Show(1995-2000) 
Ricky Sprocket: Showbiz Boy 

Roary the Racing Car 

Rocket Power (1999-2002) 


Rocko's Modern Life (1994-2001, 2004) 


Romeo! 

Roobarb (1993) 

Rotten Ralph (2000-2004) 
Round the Twist (1998-1999) 
Roundhouse 

Rub-a-Dub-Dub 


Rugrats (1994-2013) 


Sabrina, the Teenage Witch(1996-2006) 


Salute Your Shorts 


Sanjay and Craig (2013-2014) 


Santo Bugito (1995-1996) 

Saved by the Bell (2001-2008) 

Saved by the Bell: The College Years 

The Secret World of Alex Mack (1997-2002) 
See Dad Run (2014-2019) 

Ship to Shore (1994-1996) 


The Shoe People (1997-1999) 


Sister, Sister (1995-2009) 


The Sleepover Club 


Slimer! and the Real Ghostbusters 
The Smoggies 

Space Cases 

Space Goofs (2002-14 February 2010) 
Speed Racer (1994-1999) 

Spider (1996-1999) 


Spider-Man: The New Animated Series 


Stickin' Around (1996-1998) 


Supah Ninjas (2011-2014) 
SuperTed (1993) 


Summer in Transylvania(2010-2019) 


Taina (2001-2003, 2006) 


Tak and the Power of Juju(2008-2009) 


Tales from the Cryptkeeper 


Tales of the Tooth Fairies(1994-1999) 


Team Umizoomi (2010) 


Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles(1993-1997) 


Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles(2012-2015) 
Teletubbies (Original series) (1997-1999) 

Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends (1999-2000) 
The Three Friends and Jerry(1999-2009) 


Tom Slick 
Toucan Tecs 


A Town Called Panic (2005-2006) 


Towser 

The Trap Door 

The Troop (2010-2014) 
Trumpton (1997-2000) 
True Jackson, VP 

Tube Mice 

Tucker 

T.U.F.F. Puppy (2011-2014) 
Two of a Kind 

Ultraman 

Unfabulous (April 2005-2009) 
USA High 

Victor & Maria (1997-1998) 


Visionaries: Knights of the Magical Light 


Wayside (2008) 
Weinerville 


Welcome Freshmen 


What | Like About You 


Where on Earth Is Carmen Sandiego? 
Wiggly Park (1998-1999) 

Wil Cwac Cwac (1998-2000) 

The Wild Side Show 


The Wild Thornberrys(November 1998-2004) 


William's Wish Wellingtons(1996-1999) 


Willo the Wisp 


Wimzie's House (1997-2000) 


Wisdom of the Gnomes 
Wishbone 

The Wombles (1997-1999) 
Wonder Pets (2009-2010) 


The World of David the Gnome 


The Worst Witch (2003-2005) 


Wow! Wow! Wubbzy! (2006-2008, Also Shown On Nick Jr.) 


The Wubbulous World of Dr. Seuss (1997-1999) 


the X's 

Yakkity Yak (2004-2005) 

You Do Too 

You Gotta See This (2012-2014) 


Yu-Gi-Oh! (2002-2005) 


Zoey 101 (2005-2012) 
Blocks[edit] 


Nick Jr. 

Nicktoons TV 
TeenNick 
References[edit] 


^ "SAVE THE DAY THE SUPERHERO WAY WITH NICKELODEON THIS FEBRUARY" (Press 
release). 14 January 2015. 


^ 29 January 1999 (1999-01-29). "Nickelodeon UK has swiped the rights to Thomas the Tank 
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Nick Jr. (British and Irish TV channel) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


(Redirected from Nick Jr. (UK and Ireland)) 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


This article is about the British-Irish version of Nick Jr.. For the American version of the 
channel, see Nick Jr. 


For other uses, see Nick Jr. (disambiguation). 
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Launched 


Network 


Owned by 


Picture 


format 


Audience 


share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast 


area 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Timeshift 


service 


Website 


Nick Jr. 


nickJn 


1993 (Block) 
1 September 1999 (Channel) 


Nickelodeon UK 


ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe/Sky 


1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for the SDTV feed) 


0.38% 
0.06% (+1) (March 2017, BARB) 


Everyday's an adventure! 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


List[show] 


Nick Jr. +1 


www.nickjr.co.uk 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky (UK) Channel 615 (HD) 


Channel 628 (+1) 


Channel 648 (SD) 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 615 


Channel 628 (+1) 


Channel 631 (HD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 715 


Virgin Media Channel 607 


Ireland 


WightFibre Channel 101 


TalkTalk Plus Channel 484 


TV 

BT Channel 484 
Plusnet Channel 484 
Eir Vision Channel 615 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK & Ireland only) 


Now TV Watch live (UK only) 


TvPlayer Watch live (UK only, TVPlayer Plus 


subscription required) 


Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
Anywhere 
Nick Jr. is a British television channel in the United Kingdom and Ireland operated by a 


joint venture between ViacomCBS International Media Networks Europe and Sky. The 
channel is aimed at pre-school children. 


istory[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please 
help improve this section by adding citations to reliable 
o@\, sources. Unsourced material may be challenged 
G =* and removed. 
Find sources: "Nick Jr." British and Irish TV 
channel - news « newspapers " books « scholar * JSTOR (October 
2018) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Nick Jr. was first broadcast in the UK and Ireland from 1993, during the daytime hours 
from 9am - 12pm (later changed to 10am - 2:30pm) on the main Nickelodeon channel. 


In 1999, the Nick Jr slot was spun off into its own channel although the slot on 
Nickelodeon continued until July 2000, initially broadcasting on channel 606 on Sky, and 
from 6am to 12pm alongside Sky Sports 3 on analogue satellite, although this schedule 
would sometimes be altered if sports were being covered in the early morning. [letton needed 


When it first properly aired it was presented by Face.!ettienneeded | 2001, MTV 

Dance started broadcasting during its downtime hours after it was spun off from MTV 
Extra. MTV Dance acquired its own separate channel in 2002 and both channels have 
since extended their broadcasting hours. 


The first Nick Jr. logo used from September 1999 to April 2010. 


A version of Nick Jr. for Ireland was launched in 2006. '<t#to22ee0e This version, like 
Nickelodeon Ireland, shares the same schedule as the UK feed, but has Irish adverts, tsten 
needed On 30 April 2010, the channel updated to the United States look. 


As of 2 August 2010, Nick Jr. broadcasts 24 hours a day. !xtatioanecdeal 
As of 5 July 2016, Nick Jr. HD launched on Sky channel 637, replacing MTV Live HD's Sky 


slot, 'xtationneedeat 


Nick Jr. Classics[edit] 


Nick Jr. Classics (formerly Noggin) was a British television programming block 
broadcast nightly on Nick Jr. from 2004. 


The Noggin logo used from May 2004 to September 2005. 


The block launched under the name Noggin on 31 May 2004. The block ran from 
8:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.” The block was rebranded as Nick Jr. Classics on 5 
September 2005. 


The block was first seen on Nick Jr., and was also shown on Nick Jr. Too before it 
permanently moved to that channel on 5 January 2009. The slot was popular with both 
the target audience and parents/guardians. 


The block closed down in 2010. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Nick Jr. (UK and Ireland) 


See also[edit] 


Nickelodeon (UK and Ireland) 


Nicktoons (UK and Ireland) 
Nick Jr. Too 


Nick @ Nite (UK and Ireland) 


Nicktoonsters 
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External links[edit] 


Official website 


List of programmes broadcast by Nick Jr. 
(UK and Ireland) 
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2017) 
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This is a list of programming which has aired on the British TV channel Nick Jr. 


Current programming[edit] 
Original programming[edit] 


Becca's Bunch (2 July 2018-present) 


Ben and Holly's Little Kingdom (18 March 2009-present)#! 


Peppa Pig (31 May 2004-present)2! 
Acquired from Nick Jr. (U.S.)[edit] 


See also: List of programs broadcast by Nick Jr. 


Abby Hatcher (6 May 2019-present) 
Blaze and the Monster Machines (6 March 2015-present)! 


Bubble Guppies (2011-present) 


Butterbean's Cafe (4 February 2019-present) 
Corn & Peg (3 August 2019-present) 


Dora the Explorer* (2002-present) 


Max and Ruby (February 2003-present) 


Nella the Princess Knight (15 May 2017-present) 


PAW Patrol (4 November 2013-present)= 
Rusty Rivets (6 March 2017-present) 


Ryan's Mystery Playdate (7 September 2019-present) 


Shimmer and Shine (9 November 2015-present)™ 
Sunny Day (2 March 2018-present) 


Team Umizoomi (2010-2015, 2019-present) 


Top Wing (7 May 2018-present) 
Other acquired programming[edit] 


Ricky Zoom (5th October 2019-present. 
44 Cats (1 April 2019-present . 


Pirata and Capitano (9 November 2019-present. 


Former programming[edit] 


The inclusion or exclusion of items from this list or length 
© of this list is disputed. Please discuss this issue on the talk 
page. (July 2018) 


The Adventures of Portland Bill (1999-2002, 2004-2009) 


Allegra's Window (1999-2006) 


ALVINNN!!! and the Chipmunks (10 April 2015-2018)2(now on Nicktoons) 


Angelina Ballerina (2004-2009) 


Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps (now on Channel 5) (2009-2014) 
Animal Alphabet (1999-2011) 

Animal Antics (1999-2002) 

Anthony Ant (1999-2001) 

The Ark Stories (2001-2005) 

Astro Farm (1999-2006, 2004-2009) 

Babar (1999-2000) 

Baby Animals (1999-2002) 

The Backyardigans (2005-2015) 

Bagpuss (1999-2002, 2004-2010) 

Bananas in Pyjamas (now on Channel 5) (1999-2007) 
Billy ventication neaei (2000-2006) 

Blue's Clues (original series) (1999-2014) 

The Bopps 


Bob the Builder (original series) (1999-2011) 


Bod (1999-2002, 2004-2009) 

Boohbah (2004-2006) 

Bruno (during the advert breaks) (2004-2011) 
Budgie the Little Helicopter (1999-2001) 
Bump (2004-2009) 


The Busy World of Richard Scarry (1999-2001) 


Button Moon (2004-2009) 


Bubble and Squeak 2007-2014 


Camberwick Green (1999, 2005-2009) 


Chigley (1999, 2004-2009) 

Chorlton and the Wheelies (1999-2002, 2004-2009) 
Christopher Crocodile (1999-2006) 

Clangers (Original series 1-2 only) (1999-2002, 2004-2010) 


The Country Mouse and the City Mouse Adventures(1999-2002) 


Crystal Tipps and Alistair (1999-2002, 2004-2009) 


Cubeez (2001-2006) 

The Day Henry Met 

Dig and Dug (1999-2000) 

Dinosaur Train (2012-2015) 

Dora and Friends: Into the City! (2014-2019) 
Dragon Tales (2001-2006) 

Dream Street (2002-2006) 

The Early Worms (1999-2009) 

Engie Benjy (2004-2006) 


Eureeka's Castle (1999-2003) 


The Fairies (2007-2009) 

The Family Ness (1999-2000) 
Feodor (2000-2002) 

Fifi and the Flowertots (2005-2014) 
The Flumps (2000-2002 2004-2005) 


Fraggle Rock (1999-2001) 


Franklin (1999-2008) (also aired on Channel 4) 


The Fresh Beat Band (2009-2016) 


Frootie Tooties (2001) 


Go, Diego, Go! (2006-2015) 


Go!Go!Go! (2013-2015) 

Guess How Much | Love You 

Gullah Gullah Island (1999-2006) 
Hattytown (2001-2006) 

Henry's Cat (2000-2002) 

The Herbs (2001-2006, 2004-2009) 
The Hoobs (2002-2004) 

Huxley Pig (1999-2001) 

Humf 

| Spy (2003-2005) 

Ivor the Engine (1999-2006, 2004-2009) 


lames the Cat (1999-2006) 


Jimbo and the Jetset (1999-2002) 


Jim Henson's Animal Show (1999-2003) 


Jim Henson's Muppet Babies (1999-2001) 


Jim Henson's Pajanimals 


Katie and Orbie (1999-2005) 

King Rollo (1999-2002, 2004-2009) 
Kipper (2001-2010) 

Kitu and Woofl (2000-2002) 


Lalaloopsy (2013-2016) 


LazyTown (2004-2011) 


Let's Go Pocoyo (2012-2014) 


Lily's Driftwood Bay 


Lisa 
Little Bear (1999-2008) 
Little Bill (2000-2012) 


Louie 


Maggie and the Ferocious Beast (2000-2012) 


The Magic House (1999-2001) 


Magic Mountain (1999-2001) 


The Magic School Bus (1999-2001) 


The Magic Roundabout (2007 series) 


The Magic Adventures of Mumfie (1999-2006) 
Maisy (2002-2006) 

Mini Movers 

Mr Benn (1999-2001, 2004-2009) 


Mr. Men and Little Miss (1999-2006) 


Nellie the Elephant (2001-2006) 


Ni Hao, Kai-Lan (2009-2012) 


Noah's Island (1999-2006) 

Oakie Doke (2002-2006) 

Old Bear and Friends (1999-2012) 
Olivia 

Olive the Ostrich 


Oscar and Friends (1999-2001) 


Pablo the Little Red Fox (1999-2006) 


Paddington Bear (1999-2006, 2004-2009) 


Papa Beaver's Storytime (1999-2001) 


Parsley the Lion (2001-2002, 2004-2009) 


PB Bear and Friends (1999-2006) 


Pic Me (2006-2009) 


Pippi Longstocking (1999-2006) 
Pocoyo (2012-2014) 

Poppy Cat (2011-2013) 

Puffin Rock 

Rainbow (2000-2009) 


Roary the Racing Car (2007-2011) 


Rocky and the Dodos (1999-2005) 
Rugrats (2000; 2010-2015) 
Rupert (1999-2006) 

Sali Mali (2001-2006) 


Sesame Street (2001-2003) 


The Shoe People (2001-2006) 


Snailympics 


Sooty's Amazing Adventures (1999-2006) 


Thomas and Friends (1999-2016) 
Tickety Toc (2012-2014) 

Toot & Puddle 

The Treacle People (2001-2006) 


Trumpton (1999, 2004-2009) 


The Upside Down Show (2006-2007) 


Wake Up World (2007-2011) 


Wanda and the Alien (2014-2017) 


What's Your News? (2009-2013) 


The Wiggles (2004-2012) 
Wiggly Park (1999-2006) 
Wil Cwac Cwac (1999-2001) 
Wildlife (1999-2000) 


Wimzie's House (1999-2001) 


Wishbone (1999-2004) 

Wobblyland (2007-2009) 

The Wombles (1999-2006, 2004-2009) 
Wonder Pets (2007-2015) 

Wow! Wow! Wubbzy! (2007-2014) 

The Wubbulous World of Dr. Seuss (1999-2001) 
Yoho Ahoy (2002-2006) 

You Do Too (2002-2004) 


Yo Gabba Gabba! (2007-2011) 


Zack & Quack 


See also[edit] 


List of programmes broadcast by Nickelodeon (UK & Ireland) 


List of programmes broadcast by Nicktoons (UK and Ireland) 
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"NO JOB IS TOO BIG, NO PUP IS TOO SMALL FOR NICK JR.'S PAW PATROL" (Press release). 
London: Viacom UK & Ireland. 2 October 2013. Retrieved 16 March 2015. 
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“BOOM ZAHRAMAY!' FLY UP AND AWAY WITH NICK JR.'S SPARKLING NEW SERIES SHIMMER 
AND SHINE". Viacom UK & Ireland Press Centre (Press release). London: Viacom 
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|> 
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NICK JR. IN NEW SERIES ALVINNN!!! AND THE CHIPMUNKS" (Press release). London: 
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Nick Jr. Too 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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For other uses, see Nick Jr. (disambiguation). 


Nick Jr. Too 


nickJrtoo 


Launched 24 April 2006 (13 years ago) 
Network Nickelodeon (UK & Ireland) 


Owned by (Viacom International Media Networks 


Europe/Sky) 


576i 16:9 SDTV 


Audience 


share 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast 


area 


Formerly 


called 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


Sky 


Virgin 
Media 


TvPlayer 


0.15% (March 2017, BARB) 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


Nick Jr. 2 (2006-14) 


Nick Jr. Peppa 


Nick Jr. PAW Patrol 


List[show] 


www.nickjr.co.uk 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 620 


Cable 


Channel 716 


Streaming media 


Watch live (UK only) (TVPlayer Plus 


subscription required) 


Nick Jr. Too (formerly Nick Jr. 2) is a British pay television channel that broadcasts 
sister network Nick Jr. programming at other times of the day. Launched on 24 April 
2006, it was renamed to Nick Jr. Too in November 2014. 


Nick Jr. 2 logo, used from 24 April 2006 to 30 April 2010 


Since October 2013, the channel has occasionally branded itself as Nick Jr. Peppa for 
short periods, usually one month, where the channel solely screens Peppa Pig. In 
September 2019, the channel branded itself as Nick Jr. PAW Patrol, which like with 
the above branding, the channel only solely broadcasts PAW Patro/*', 


Current programming 


[citation needed] 


Dora the Explorer” 

Dora and Friends: Into the City 
Ben and Holly's Little Kingdom 
Max and Ruby” 

Poppy Cat"! 

Peppa Pig 

Zack & Quack 

Team Umizoomi” 
Wallykazam!") 

PAW Patrol 

Humf* 

Puffin Rock” 


Pocoyo"! 


Olive the Ostrich 

Robocar Poli'™ 

Wissper” 

Wanda and the Alien 

Blaze and the Monster Machines 
Bubble Guppies” 

Kid-E-Cats™ 

Kiva Can Do” 


Little Charmers 
See also 


Nickelodeon (UK and Ireland) 
Nicktoons (UK and Ireland) 
Nick Jr. (UK and Ireland) 


Nick at Nite international versions#UK and Ireland 
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Nicktoons (UK and Ireland) 
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This article is about the British version of Nicktoons. For the US version of the channel, 
see Nicktoons (American TV channel). 


hideThis article has multiple issues. Please help improve 


it or discuss these issues on the talk page. (Learn how and when 
to remove these template messages) 


© This article needs additional citations 
for verification. (March 2014) 


This article possibly contains original research. (March 


2019) 
Nicktoons 
Launched 22 July 2002; 17 years ago 
Network Nickelodeon (UK & Ireland) 
Owned by (ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks Europe/Sky) 


Picture format 576i 16:9 SDTV 


Audience 0.08% (March 2017, BARB) 
share 

Country United Kingdom and Ireland 
Language English 

Broadcast United Kingdom 

area Ireland 

Formerly Nicktoons TV 

called (22 July 2002 - October 2004) 


Sister List[show] 


channel(s) 


Website www.nicktoons.co.uk 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 606 
Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 717 
(UK) 


Virgin Media Channel 606 


Ireland 


WightFibre Channel 102 


IPTV 


TalkTalk Plus Channel 485 


TV 

BT Channel 485 

Plusnet Channel 485 

Eir Vision Channel 606 
Streaming media 

Now TV Watch live (UK only) 


Nicktoons (known as Toons in "Next" bumpers) is a British pay television channel 
launched on Monday 22 July 2002. Itis a cartoon-based sister channel to Nickelodeon. 


The channel airs Nicktoons, as well as acquired programming from outside providers. 
Unlike the United States version, it has been ad-supported since launch. 


History[edit] 


Nicktoons was launched on 22 July 2002 as "Nicktoons TV". In October 2004, the 
channel was rebranded from Nicktoons TV to NickToons. The channel's first imaging 
campaign featured The Pixel characters as their first mascots, designed by Slomo 
Productions. 


From February 2007 to 30 April 2010, there were 4 mascots; Rooftop, Beat, Colin, and 
Spoon, designed by Studio AKA.2! The new ‘worldwide rebrand' logo for Nicktoons was 
introduced on 30 April 2010 (along with the full lower-casing of the channel name), with 
a new imaging campaign introduced on 2 January 2012.'2 On 13 November 2014, 
there were new idents introduced with eyes of the characters. !stationneedeat 


Sister channels[edit] 


Nicktoonsters[edit] 
Main article: Nicktoonsters 


On 18 August 2008, a new spin-off channel to Nicktoons was launched under the title of 
Nicktoonsters. The channel was exclusive to Sky. The channel broadcast older 
programming which was dropped from the main Nicktoons scheduled prior to launch. It 
took up half the time of a channel space shared with Comedy Central Extra +1.2! The 
channel closed on 31 July 2009 and was replaced with a 1-hour timeshift of Nicktoons, 
Nicktoons Replay on 1 August 2009. 


Nicktoons Replay[edit] 


A +1 feed of Nicktoons known as Nicktoons Replay launched in place of Nicktoonsters 
on 1 August 2009.“ The channel was discontinued 1 October 2012, with Comedy 
Central Extra +1 again in full control of the channel slot's airtime. Nicktoons Replay's 
old EPG position was used to launch a one-hour timeshift of Nick Jr., titled Nick Jr. +1. 


Nicktoons Ireland[edit] 


On 13 September 2012, it was announced that Sky would be launching an Irish feed of 
NickToons. It launched 16 October 2012. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Nicktoons (UK and Ireland) 


Programming blocks[edit] 


In 2004, when Nicktoons TV extended its hours, the 19:00 - 22:00 slot was 

called Toonz2Nite (extended further to 23:00 in November 2005). This had a separate, 
distinct presentation from the main channel, and the programmes shown were generally 
aimed at older viewers, !2dairalresearch?| 


The network began airing shows from NickSplat on 9 January 2017 until they stopped 
for unknown reasons around February 2017. teten needed) 


Logos[edit] 


Used from 2007 to 2010 


nicxToons 


Used from 2010 to 2014 


nickTOons 


Current logo used since 2014 
See also[edit] 


sewtedeenMickelodeon portal 


Nicktoons (American TV channel) 


Nickelodeon (UK and Ireland) 


Nick Jr. (UK and Ireland) 


Nick Jr. Too 

Nicktoonsters 

Nick at Nite international versions#UK_and_ Ireland 
TeenNick (UK and Ireland) 
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External links[edit] 


NickToons - Official site 


NickToons UK Official Site as of 2006 (Archive) 


O1 


List of programmes broadcast by 
Nicktoons (UK and Ireland) 
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Main article: Nicktoons (UK and Ireland) 


Current programming[edit] 
Nickelodeon shows[edit] 


The Loud House (30 May 2016 - present) = 


SpongeBob SquarePants (22 July 2002-present) 


Rise of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (1 October 2018 - present)2 


Breadwinners (2014-present) 


The Adventures of Kid Danger (2018-Present) 


Pig Goat Banana Cricket (2018; 2019-Present) 
Acquired series[edit] 


ALVINNN!!! and the Chipmunks?(15 February 2016-present) 
Horrid Henry (28 May 2018-present)“ 

Lego City Adventures (16 September 2019-present) 
Former programming[edit] 

Aaahh!!! Real Monsters (2002-2011) 


Action League Now! (2002-2006) 


The Adventures of Jimmy Neutron: Boy Genius (2002-2013) 


All Grown Up! (2004-2017) 


The Amanda Show (2011) 


The Angry Beavers (2002-2010) 


Animal Crackers (2002-2004) 

Arthur (2002-2004) 

As Told by Ginger (2002-2008) 

Avatar: The Last Airbender (2006-2017) 


Back at the Barnyard (2008-2014) 


Beyblade: Metal Saga (2010-2015) 


The Brothers Flub (2002-2005) 


Bunsen Is a Beast (2017-2018) 


CatDog (2002-2013) 

Catscratch (2006-2010) 

ChalkZone (2003-2008) 

Dan Dare: Pilot of the Future (2004-2006) 


Danny Phantom (2004-2014) 


Doug (2002-2010) 


Drake & Josh (2010-2013) 


Earthworm Jim (2002-2009) 


Edgar & Ellen (2007-2009) 
El Tigre: The Adventures of Manny Rivera (2007-2011) 
Fanboy & Chum Chum (2010-2017) 


George of the Jungle (2007-2010) 


Get Blake! (2015-2019) 


The Gnoufs (2002-2006) 
Gormiti (2009-2015) 


Grizzly Tales for Gruesome Kids (2010-2018) 


Growing Up Creepie (2007-2010) 


Harvey Beaks (2015 - 2017; 5th Jan 2018 - Late Jan 2018; May - Jun 2018; Jul 2018) 
Hey Arnold! (2002-2017) 

Huntik: Secrets & Seekers (2013-2014) 

Invader Zim (2002-2017) 

KaBlam! (2002-2005) 

Kappa Mikey (2006-2011) 

Kenan & Kel (2011) 

King (2004-2009) 

King Arthur's Disasters (2006-2011) 

Kung Fu Panda: Legends of Awesomeness (2012-2016) 
The Fairly OddParents (2002-2019) 

The Legend of Korra (2015-2016) 


Massive Monster Mayhem (2018) 


Matt Hatter Chronicles (2011-2015) 


Max Steel (2014-2015) 


The Mighty B! (2009-2013) 


Mighty Morphin' Power Rangers (2011-2014) 
Mix Master (2007-2009) 

Mona the Vampire (2002-2003) 

Monsters vs. Aliens (2013-2015) 


Monsuno (2012-2014) 


Mr. Bean: The Animated Series (2004-2010) 


Mr. Meaty (2007-2008) 


My Dad the Rock Star (2005-2006) 


My Life as a Teenage Robot (2005-2009) 


Mysticons (2018) 
Ned's Declassified School Survival Guide (2010-2013) 
Nick Kicks (2016-2017) 


Oggy and the Cockroaches (2014-2018) 


Oh Yeah! Cartoons (2002-2005) 


Pelswick (2002-2005) 


The Penguins of Madagascar (2009-2016) 


Pet Alien (2007-2011) 

Planet Sheen (2011-2016) 

Power Rangers Megaforce (2013-2017) 
Power Rangers Samurai (2011-2016) 


The Ren & Stimpy Show (2002-2017) 


Rabbids Invasion (2014-2019) 


Rainbow Butterfly Unicorn Kitty (2019) 


Renford Rejects (2011) 


Ricky Sprocket: Showbiz Boy (2008-2010) 


Robot and Monster (2013-2016) 
Rocket Monkeys (2013-2018) 
Rocket Power (2002-2011) 
Rocko's Modern Life (2002-2017) 


Rugrats (2002-2018) 


Sanjay and Craig (2013-2019) 


Space Goofs (2005-2008) 
Spliced (2009-2013) 


The Spectacular Spider-Man (2008) 


Spider-Man: The New Animated Series (2003-2005) 
Supah Ninjas (2012-2013) 

The Super Hero Squad Show (2009-2012) 

LU.F.F. Puppy (2011-2016) 


Tak and the Power of Juju (2008-2013) 


Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (2012-2018) 


The Three Friends & Jerry (2004-2010) 


ToonMarty (2017-2018) 
Transformers: Animated (2008-2012) 
The Troop (2010-2013) 

Viva Piñata (2007-2009) 

Welcome to the Wayne (2018-2019) 


The Wild Thornberrys (2002-2017) 


Winx Club (2005-2008) 
The X's (2006-2008) 
Yakkity Yak (2003-2006) 
Yu-Gi-Oh! (2002-2011) 
Yu-Gi-Oh! GX (2006-2010) 
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Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Picture 


format 


hideThis article has multiple issues. Please help improve 
it or discuss these issues on the talk page. (Learn how and when 
to remove these template messages) 

© This article needs additional citations 
for verification. (February 2014) 


This article possibly contains original research. (February 
2014) 


Nicktoonsters 


18 August 2008; 11 years ago 

31 July 2009; 10 years ago 
Nickelodeon UK 

(Viacom International Media Networks 


Europe/Sky plc) 


(SDTV) 


Audience ~0.0% (February 2009, BARB) 


share 


Country United Kingdom 


Ireland 
Replaced by Nicktoons Replay 


Sister Nicktoons 
channel(s) Nickelodeon 
Nick Jr. 
Nick Jr. Too 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 
Satellite 


Sky Channel 630 


Nicktoonsters was a short-lived television channel in the United Kingdom & Ireland, 
which launched on 18 August 2008 on Sky. It was a spinoff channel of Nicktoons. 


History[edit] 


Nicktoonsters' license first appeared on the OFCOM website in September 2007 (initially 
named "Nicktoons 2", this was changed to Nicktoonsters on 3 July 2008).™ The network 
was targeted to 5-11 year old children and aired mainly older library content 

from Nicktoons, broadcasting twelve hours per day from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. daily, 
with Comedy Central Extra +1, a one-hour timeshift service of Comedy Central 

Extra taking the other twelve hours in a channel-sharing arrangement upon the launch 
of Nicktoonsters (CCE+1 had previously been a 24-hour feed). 


The channel launched with a Rugrats marathon week before it commenced its regular 
schedule on 25 August 2008, at first exclusively formed of "classic" shows. In later 
months, newer programmes such as The Fairly OddParents and SpongeBob 
SquarePants aired on holidays and weekends. 


Closure[edit] 


The channel ended its run on 31 July 2009 at 7:00 p.m, nearly a year after its launch. A 
+1 feed of Nicktoons known as Nicktoons Replay replaced it the next day on 1 August 


2009.21 Comedy Central Extra +1 eventually reclaimed the full 24 hours of channel 
space on 2 October 2012 when Nicktoons Replay was discontinued and replaced by Nick 


jr. +1. 

See also[edit] 
Nickelodeon 
Nicktoons 


Nickelodeon (UK and Ireland) 


Nicktoons (UK and Ireland) 


Nick Jr. (UK and Ireland) 


Nick Jr. Too 
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External links[edit] 


NickToonsters microsite from nick.co.uk 


Nickelodeon to open new UK toon channel from Digital Spy 


Nick UK unveils new toon net from C21media.net 
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This article does not cite any sources. Please help improve 
this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced 


material may be challenged and removed. 


Find sources: "Nickelodeon UK Kids' Choice 
Awards" - news " newspapers « books = scholar " JSTOR (November 
2018) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Country United Kingdom 

First 20 October 2007 
‘awarded 

Last 24 March 2013 
‘awarded 

Website http://www.nick.co.uk/kca 
Network Nickelodeon 


—! 


The Nickelodeon Kids' Choice Awards UK, also known as the KCAs, is an annual 
awards show, similar to the American and Australian versions. It originally started as a 
full ceremony hosted locally, but has recently been reduced to several UK-specific 
categories that are announced during the broadcast of the American Nickelodeon Kids’ 
Choice Awards during time usually devoted to advertising. 


2007 [edit] 
Main article: Nickelodeon UK Kids' Choice Awards 2007 


Previous to 2007, the American ceremony aired with a tape delay on the network 
without local continuity. The first ever UK awards ceremony took place on 20 October 
2007 from ExCel Exhibition Centre in London and presented by McFly. Mark Felgate, Sy 
Thomas, and Laura Hamilton hosted in-show backstage continuity and website- 
exclusive segments. 


2008 [edit] 
Main article: Nickelodeon UK Kids' Choice Awards 2008 


The second UK awards ceremony took place on 20 September 2008 again from ExCel, 
presented by The X Factor judge Dannii Minogue. Felgate, Thomas, and Hamilton again 
provided backstage and Internet continuity segments. 


2009[edit] 


In 2009 the third UK awards ceremony was supposed to take place on an unknown date 
and would have been presented by Hadouken!. The ceremony was eventually canceled 
due to budget concerns with no local awards for that year. 


2010-2013[edit] 
Main article: Nickelodeon UK Kids' Choice Awards 2011 


Main article: Nickelodeon UK Kids' Choice Awards 2012 
Main article: Nickelodeon UK Kids' Choice Awards 2013 


Since 2010, only the American ceremony has been presented on the network, usually 
with a one-day delay, with local-specific awards given during advertising breaks as 
continuity which is hosted by Nickelodeon UK presenters. In 2015 with the acquisition of 
broadcast network Channel 5 by Viacom, an encore began to be carried within a week 
after the original Nickelodeon UK airing, free-to-air. 


References[edit] 
External links[edit] 


Nickelodeon UK 


Nickelodeon UK Kids Choice Awards (updated) 


Comedy Central (British TV channel) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


(Redirected from Comedy Central (UK and Ireland)) 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


This article is about the TV channel in the UK and Ireland. For the American version of 
this channel, see Comedy Central. 


This article is about the channel that was previously called Paramount. For the current 
channel, see Paramount Network UK. 


Comedy Central 


C COMEDY 
CENTRAL 


Launched 1 November 1995 
Network Comedy Central (UK & Ireland) 


Owned by Paramount UK Partnership 


(Paramount British Pictures/Sky) 


Picture format 1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share UK: 
0.32% 
0.05% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom and Ireland 
Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom and Ireland 


Formerly called The Paramount Channel 
(1995-97) 
Paramount Comedy Channel 
(1997-2002) 
Paramount Comedy 
(2002-05) 
Paramount Comedy 1 


(2005-09) 


Sister channel(s) List[show] 


Timeshift service Comedy Central +1 


Website comedycentral.co.uk 


comedycentral.ie 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky (UK) 


Sky (Ireland) 


Virgin Media (UK) 


Virgin 
Media (Ireland) 


WightFibre 


Freewire 


TalkTalk TV 


3 


Plusnet TV 


Eir Vision 


Channel 112 (SD/HD) 
Channel 212 (+1) 
Channel 812 (SD) 


Channel 112 


Channel 212 (+1) 


Channel 341 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 132 


Channel 133 (+1) 


Channel 181 (HD) 


Channel 127 


Channel 128 (+1) 


Channel 177 (HD) 


Channel 115 


Channel 148 


Channel 307 


Channel 307 
Channel 370 (HD) 


Channel 307 
Channel 370 (HD) 


Channel 112 
Channel 127 (+1) 
Channel 189 (HD) 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
TalkTalk TV Watch live (UK only) 
TvPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


Comedy Central is a British pay television channel that carries comedy programming, 
both original and syndicated. This channel is specific to audiences within the United 
Kingdom and Ireland. The channel is aligned with the original US version of the channel. 
The channel started as Paramount Channel in 1995, before rebranding as 

the Paramount Comedy Channel in 1997 and again as Paramount Comedy 1 before 
finally becoming Comedy Central on 6 April 2009. 


History[edit] 
1995-1997[edit] 


The channel was launched as The Paramount Channel on 1 November 1995. The 
original schedule was a mixture of comedy and drama, including such eclectic offerings 
as Beauty and the Beast, several Japanese anime productions acquired from Manga 
Entertainment, and authentic Paramount archive programming such as The Magician, 
as well as Nickelodeon's Ren & Stimpy, due to its rather adult nature at times. It 
originally aired every evening after Nickelodeon's closing at 7:00pm until around 
4:00am, with a testcard featuring a chicken crossing the road and holding up traffic 
airing during downtime until Nickelodeon started up at 6:00am. 


1997-2009[edit] 


Logo used from 2005 until 6 April 2009. 


In February 1997, the Paramount Channel became the Paramount Comedy Channel, a 
channel dedicated solely to comedy. 


With expansion of Sky Digital on 4 February 2001, the channel no longer shared air time 
with Nickelodeon and started broadcasting with a daytime schedule beginning 
broadcasts at 9:00am.” On 1 July 2002, the channel renamed itself Paramount Comedy. 
By 2005, with the timeshift channel Paramount Comedy 2 having gone on the air in 
2003, the primary channel was renamed as Paramount Comedy 1. 


2009-present[edit] 


Logo used from 6 April 2009 until 31 July 2012; the channel adopted the same on-screen identity 
as its American counterpart the next day on 1 August. 


On 17 February 2009, it was confirmed that Paramount Comedy 1 would become 
Comedy Central from 6 April 2009 in the UK and Ireland. Since season 13, Comedy 
Central has aired new episodes of South Park two days after they aired in the US (i.e., 
the episodes air on Comedy Central US on Wednesdays, and air on the UK counterpart 
on Fridays.) At 9:00pm on 6 April, Paramount Comedy 1 officially rebranded as Comedy 
Central, with the last programme on PC1 being an episode of Scrubs and the first 
programme on Comedy Central being a new episode of Two and a Half Men. 


COMEDY ÇC ) 1VWYLNID 


Logo used from 31 July 2012 until 9 January 2019; the channel adopted the same on-screen 
identity as its American counterpart the next day on 29 July. 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 


After no longer having to timeshare with Nickelodeon, the station increased its 
broadcasting hours, and was joined by Paramount Comedy 2 (later rebranded 
as Comedy Central Extra) on 1 September 2003. 


A one-hour timeshift, Paramount Comedy 1 +1 (now Comedy Central +1) was launched 
on Sky channel 127 on 30 August 2005 and Virgin Media channel 133 shortly after. 


A high-definition version, Comedy Central HD, launched on 9 August 2010 on Sky 
channel 222.1 On 1 September 2010 the channel also became available on Virgin Media 
channel 133." Comedy Central HD broadcasts high-definition programming 

including Two and a Half Men, 30 Rock and South Park, in addition to new UK 
commissions. Virgin Media will also make some popular Comedy Central HD 
programmes available on demand. 


A second timeshift, Paramount Comedy 2 +1 (now Comedy Central Extra +1) was 
launched on Sky channel 159, on 5 November 2007. Nicktoons Replay did timeshare 
with the channel between 6:00am and 7:00pm. However, the channel closed on 2 
October 2012 and was replaced with a one-hour timeshift version of Nick Jr. Comedy 
Central Extra +1 has since been re-instated and is now available on Sky Channel 159 as 
Comedy Central Extra +1. 


Availability in Ireland[edit] 


Comedy Central has an alternative Irish feed of the same channel available on Sky_ 
Ireland, Virgin Media Ireland, Vodafone TV and eir. The feed launched in May 2006, 
advertising on this channel is overseen by Sky Media Ireland. The domain 

name comedycentral.ie also redirects to comedycentral.co.uk. An additional Irish 
commercial feed of the time-shift service, Comedy Central +1, was also launched 
shortly after the parent channel's re-branding on 6 April 2009. On July 31, 2019, 
Comedy Central Ireland +1 ceased broadcasting™. 


From March 31, 2019 Comedy Central and Comedy Central Extra’ Irish broadcasting 
license is registered within the Czech Republic”. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Comedy Central (UK and Ireland) 


Current programming[edit] 


Name Original Original run 
channel 
Friends NBC 1994-2004 
Live at the Apollo Snares 2004-present 
Two and a Half Men CBS 2003-2015 
The Middle ABC 2009-2018 
Drunk History TA cenia 2015-present 


TripTank Comedy Central | 2014-16 


Original 
channel 


BBC Three 
edy Central 
Impractical Jokers ae Central 2011-present 
Channel 5 


Bad Education BBC Three 2012-2014 
Russell Howard's Good BBC Three 

News BBC Two Ce nea 
Russell Howard's Stand Up | Comedy Central E 
ena UK 2015-present 


Original run 


pe e 


ae One 

BBC Two 1983-1995, 1997, 2000-2001, 2012, 
Blockbusters 

Challenge 2019-present 

Comedy Central 

UK 


Original programming[edit] 


In October 2011, Threesome, a narrative comedy series and Comedy Central's first 
original scripted comedy began. The series starred Emun Elliott, Irish actor Amy 


The Cleveland Show 


Huberman and Stephen Wight, was written by Tom MacRae and produced by Big Talk 
Productions. 


In May 2012, it was announced that Comedy Central was to make a major push into 
original comedy content, with more than 20 new projects at various stages of 
development, and 10 scripts already ordered. Programming executive Sarah Farrell told 
trade magazine Broadcast, "This time next year, we will be doing as many of those 
projects as we possibly can. We are looking for things that are big, broad and 
accessible, with the laugh-out-loud factor that comes from big jokes and set pieces." 
She also noted that they are now "fully committed to the plans."™ 


The process was being micro-managed by Paramount bosses in New York, but with the 
announcement of such projects and Threesome's success, UK executives have been 
given greater control. Farrell also indicated that if the already commissioned second 
series of Threesome is popular, then "a third run could be up to 22 episodes in length."™ 


As of May 2012, details about most of the new projects are not publicly available, 
though the magazine Broadcast reported minor details of a proposed single-camera 
sitcom about a graduate who moves back in with his parents. A pilot episode of Big Bad 
World, which is written by Joe Tucker and Lloyd Woolf is reportedly being produced 

by Objective Productions and by the team behind Peep Show. Tristram Shapeero, who 
had been working in the US and whose credits include Happy Endings, Green 

Wing, Community and I'm Alan Partridge, will direct, with Andrew Newman and Ben 
Farrell executive producing. Five further scripts are already complete, should the pilot 
be seen in a positive light by Comedy Central bosses.™ 


Comedy Central's move into original productions did not come without problems, as it 
was announced in April 2012 that Pete Thornton, the channel's comedy commissioner, 
had resigned to return to the BBC comedy department as its Creative Head of Comedy, 
and would oversee Comic Relief 2013. Comedy Central is one of several UK digital 
channels to work on increasing their original comedy output, with BSkyB investing in 
new British comedy programmes, and UKTV channels Dave and Gold also producing 
more of their own content.” 


Alongside the other VIMN (Viacom International Media Networks) networks in the UK, 
Comedy Central, fuelled by the purchase of Channel 5, there has been an 
announcement to open a production studio “2 to make programming for Comedy 
Central and other channels. 


It was announced in 2016 that Comedy Central and Channel X had greenlit a new prank 
comedy reality show presented and starting YouTuber Ben Phillips and his friends. The 
new series, titled Ben Phillips Blows Up, the channel announced there would be a 22- 
minute pilot episode due to be released in 2017 on Comedy Central. A full series would 
happen if the show is well received.24 


Marathons[edit] 


The channel frequently airs weekend marathons which consist of one or two shows 
being on-air for the majority of the day. They often contain loose themes and are on 
occasion sponsored, such as the "He Ain't Funny, He's My Brother" marathon which ran 
on the night of 24 November 2007. This night consisted of episodes from shows with a 
strong brother relationship theme and was sponsored by the film The Darjeeling 
Limited to promote its nationwide release. 


Movies[edit] 


Comedy Central also broadcasts comedy, animation or action films, including South 
Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut, Dumb and Dumber, Jerry Maguire, The Mask, White 
Chicks, Scary Movie 3, Teen Wolf, 13 Going on 30, Bad Boys, Bad Boys 2, Police 
Academy: Mission to Moscow, Austin Powers: The Spy who Shagged Me and Happy Feet. 


The channel has begun showing movies on a regular basis, typically from 10:00 pm 
onwards. 


In 2016, Comedy Central introduced a new service called Thursday Night Movies, in 
which a movie is broadcast on Comedy Central every Thursday, usually at about 
9:00pm.221 


Picture format[edit] 


Until late 2011, Comedy Central and Comedy Central Extra continued to air in 4:3 in 
standard-definition, although many shows had already converted to 16:9 widescreen 
format, they were cropped to remain in a full-frame screen and later some 

were letterboxed. The shows on Comedy Central HD air in 16:9, though those in 4:3 
are pillarboxed to fit the frame of widescreen. This practice was extended to the 
standard-definition channels when they began broadcasting in widescreen. 


See also[edit] 


Comedy Central Extra, sister channel 


List of programmes broadcast by Comedy Central (UK and Ireland) 


References[edit] 


^ https://www.campaignlive.co.uk/article/paramount-cuts-its-leo-burnett-links-prepares- 


revamp/30221 


^ "Paramount to expand from 4 Feb". The Airwaves. 17 December 2000. Archived from the 
original on 24 July 2011. 


^ Wilkes, Neil (17 February 2009). "Paramount Comedy to become Comedy Central". Digital 
Spy. Retrieved 5 October 2011. 


^ "MTV confirms Comedy Central HD launch". Digital Spy. 5 August 2010. 


^ "Comedy Central HD to launch on Virgin Media". Virgin Media. 5 August 201 O.\ecmanent dead tink! 


^ https://helpforum.sky.com/t5/What-s-on/Changes-to-the-Sky-TV-Guide-August-2019/ba-p/ 
3040626 


^ https://www.rrtv.cz/files/lic/I1077570.pdf 


^ "Comedy Central UK orders 'Threesome"". Digital Spy. 14 April 2011. Retrieved 5 
October 2011. 


^ Jump up to:? £ £4 "Comedy Central pushing further original UK projects". British Comedy 
Guide. 3 May 2012. 


^ "Home - Channel 5". 


^ http://www.c21media.net/central-pilots-facebook-prank-show/ 
^ "Thursday Night Movies". Comedy Central UK. 


External links[edit] 


Comedy Central UK 


Comedy Central Ireland'eemanent dead ins 


List of programmes broadcast by Comedy 
Central (UK and Ireland) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This is a list of television programs formerly or currently broadcast by Comedy 
Central and Comedy Central Extra in the United Kingdom and Ireland. 


Current Programming[edit] 


& Out Of 10 Cats 


Bad Education 


Blockbusters 


Bob's Burgers 


Bordertown 


Broad City 


Chris Ramsey's Stand Up Central 


The Cleveland Show (2019—present) 


Da Ali G Show 


The Daily Show 


Detroiters 


Fresh Off The Boat 


The Ricky Gervais Show 


Friends 


Impractical Jokers 
Legends of Chamberlain Heights 


Life_in Pieces 


Lip Sync Battle 


Live at the Apollo 


Michael McIntyre's Big Show 


The Middle 


My Wife and Kids 


Nathan For You 

Roast Battle 

Russell Howard's Good News 
Scrubs 

South Park (2005-present) 


Takeshi's Castle 


Tosh.0 

TripTank 

Two and a Half Men 
Workaholics 

You're the Worst 


Your Face or Mine 


Only on Comedy Central Extra[edit] 


The Alternative Comedy Experience 


Comedy Central At The Comedy Store 


Drunk History 
Idiotsitter 

Inside Amy Schumer 
Jackass 

Lee Evans 


Malcolm In The Middle 


Micky Flanagan: Back in the Game 


Peter Kay At The Comedy Store 


Teachers 
Former Programming[edit] 
30 Rock 


3rd Rock from the Sun 


The Abbott and Costello Show 


Al Murray - A Glass... 
Al Murray - My Gaff, My Rules 
Ally McBeal 


Andy Richter Controls The Universe 


Ardal O'Hanlan Live 


Asylum 
Bad Robots 


Baddiel and Skinner Unplanned 


Badly Dubbed Porn 


Bang Bang It's Reeves & Mortimer 


Barry Welsh is Coming 


Beauty and the Beast 


Beavis And Butthead 
Becker 
Big Bad World 


Bill Bailey - Bewilderness 


Bill Plympton's Shorts 


Birds of a Feather 


A Bit of Fry & Laurie 


Black Books 

Bless This House 
Bram And Alice 
Brighton Chat Show 


Brighton Gala 


Brotherhood 


Calvin and the Colonel 


Caroline in the City 


Celebrity Death Match 


Cheers (Now on Channel 4) 


Clueless 


Comedy Blue 
Comedy Store 


The Comic Strip Presents... 


Bad News Tour 


The Bullshitters: Roll Out The Gunbarrel 


Four Men In A Car 


The Strike 

The Yob 
Coupling 
Courting Alex 
Cybill 


Dan Doyle: Space Person 
(featuring Manga Entertainment series such as Dominion: Tank Police) 


Das Crazy Clip Show 
Dead Ringers 
Desmonds 

The Detectives 
DiResta 


Dirty Sanchez 


Dirty Sexy Funny 


Dom & Kirk's Night O' Plenty 


Dr. Katz, Professional Therapist 
Drawn Together 


Drop the Dead Donkey 


Duckman 


Duty Free 


Dylan Moran Live 


Edinburgh and Beyond 


Epic Meal Empire 


Eurotrash 


Everybody Hates Chris 


Everybody Loves Raymond 


A Fistful... 

Flipside TV 

The Frank Skinner Show 
Frasier 


George and Mildred 


Give Out Girls 


Goodness Gracious Me 


Grace Under Fire 


Grosse Pointe 
Grouchy Young Men 
Grumpy Old Men 
Grumpy Old Women 


Happy Days 


Happy Tree Friends 


He's a Lady 

Hippies 

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy 
How To Be A Complete Sod 

| Work Here 

In Bed with Medinner 


In-Laws 


Ink 


It's Garry Shandling's Show 


Jack Dee Live at the Apollo 


Jo Brand Barely Live 


Jongleurs Unleashed 
Just For Laughs 
Kate & Allie 


Keith Barret Live 


King of Queens 


Kitchen Confidential 


Kristin 
Lee Evans: 
Live from the West End 
Live in Scotland 
Wired & Wonderful 
Less Than Perfect 
Linc's 


The Liver Birds 


Lucas & Walliams - The Early Years 


The Magician 


MAD 

Man About the House 
Married... with Children 
M*A*S*H 


Mash and Peas 


May to December 


The Micallef Program 


The Mighty Boosh 


Mike & Molly 

Minder 

A Minute with Stan Hooper 
Modern Toss 

Moesha 


Monty Python's Flying Circus 


Moonlighting 


More Bad News 


Mork & Mindy 

Mr. Bean 

Mr Jolly Lives Next Door 
Murder Most Horrid 
Naked and Funny 

Ned & Stacey 


Never Mind the Buzzcocks 


The New Statesman 


Night Stand with Dick Dietrick 


The Nightly Show with Larry Wilmore 
Not Going Out 
Not the Nine O'Clock News 


The Office (US) 


People Like Us 


Phill Jupitus at the Comedy Store 


Phill Jupitus - Quadrophobia 


The Piglet Files 


Pimp My Ride 
Podge & Rodge... 
Police Squad! 
Popeye and Son 
Punk'd 


Rab C. Nesbitt 


Rendez-View 
Respectable 
Rex the Runt 
Rhoda 

Rick and Morty 
Robin's Nest 
Robot Chicken 
Roseanne 


Rules of Engagement 


Samantha Who 


The Sarah Silverman Program 


Seinfeld 
Sex and the Cit 


Sexy Cam 
Shane 


Sister Sister 


SkItHOUSE 


Sledge Hammer! 


Soap 

Spin City 

Spitting Image 
SpongeBob SquarePants 
Stacked 

Suburban Shootout 

Taxi 


Terry and June 


That '70s Show 


The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 


Threesome 
Time Gentlemen Please 
Tommy Tiernan Live 


Trailer Park Boys 


Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps 


(Un)natural Acts 


The Upper Hand 


Veronica's Closet 


Vic Reeves Big Night Out 
We Know Where You Live... 
Whose Line is it Anyway? 
Whitney 


Wings 


The Wonder Years 


The World Stands Up 


World’s Craziest Fools 


The Young Ones 


You've Been Maimed 
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Comedy Central Extra 


EXTRA 


Launched 1 September 2003; 16 years ago 
Network Comedy Central 
Owned by UK & Ireland 


Paramount UK Partnership 
(Paramount British Pictures/Sky) 
Netherlands 

ViacomCBS International Media 
Networks Northern Europe 
Middle East and Africa 
ViacomCBS International Media 


Networks 


Picture format 576i 16:9 SDTV 


Audience share UK: 


Broadcast area 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift 


service 


Website 


Sky (UK & Ireland) 


Virgin 
Media (UK) 


Ziggo (Netherland 


s) 


0.11% 
Unreported (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


Adriatic region 
Netherlands 
Ireland 

United Kingdom 


Middle East and Africa 


Paramount Comedy 2 


(2003-09) 


List[show] 


Comedy Central Extra +1 (UK and 


Ireland only) 


comedycentral.co.uk 


comedycentral.ie 


comedycentral.nl/extra 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 127 
Channel 227 (+1) 


Cable 


Channel 182 


Channel 124 


Virgin Media 


(Ireland) 


WightFibre (UK) 


SBB (Serbia) 


ABCom (Albania) 


Caiway (Netherla 


nds) 


DELTA (Netherlan 
ds) 


Kabel 
Noord (Netherlan 


ds) 


TalkTalk TV (UK) 


BT (UK) 


KPN (Netherlands) 


Plusnet 


eir Vision 


Tele2 (Netherland 


s) 


T-Mobile (Nether! 


ands) 


Channel 134 


Channel 116 


various 


Channel 20 


Channel 105 


Channel 260 


Channel 210 


IPTV 


Channel 308 


Channel 308 


Channel 71 


Channel 308 


Channel 128 


Channel 28 


Channel 187 


Streaming media 


TvPlayer Watch live (UK only) (TVPlayer Plus 


subscription required) 


Ziggo GO ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 


Comedy Central Extra is a European pay television channel that launched in 

the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland in 2003. A Dutch version was launched 
in 2011. In 2012 a version of Comedy Central Extra was launched in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia,“ in 2013 in 
Romania (later replaced by Comedy Central) and Bulgaria, in 2014 in the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and in 2016 in Albania. 


History[edit] 


The channel launched as Paramount Comedy 2 in the UK and Ireland on 1 September 
2003 on Sky, and followed soon after on 22 September 2003 on Telewest and 15 
October 2003 on NTL. The channel was originally a so-called 'timeshift' service, offering 
programmes from Paramount Comedy at different times. It later started broadcasting 
some different programming from Paramount, often British. 


Logo used in the UK and Ireland until 31 July 2012. 


On 17 February 2009, it was announced that both Paramount Comedy 1 and Paramount 
Comedy 2 would be re-branded as Comedy Central and Comedy Central Extra on 6 April 
2009 at 9 pm.“ The name change coincided with the launch of a new programming line- 
up which included new episodes of Two and a Half Men, The Office and South Park. 


On 1 November 2011, Comedy Central Extra launched a localised version in the 
Netherlands through cable operator Ziggo.“! Followed by KPN on 15 January 

2012 and UPC Netherlands on 1 April 2012. On 1 August 2012, the channel launched 
in the Adriatic region: Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia. 


Comedy Central Family closed in the Netherlands on 31 May 2018. However, some of its 
programmes moved to Comedy Central Extra. 


Timeshift service[edit] 


Within the UK and Ireland, a timeshift service called Comedy Central Extra +1 (formerly 
Paramount Comedy 2 +1 from 2007 to 2009) was launched on Sky on 5 November 
2007. The channel reduced its hours to 7 pm - 6am on 4 August 2008, 

as Nicktoonsters launched on 18 August 2008. On 2 October 2012, the channel began 
to run full-time again following the closure of Nicktoons Replay. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by Comedy Central (UK and Ireland) 


Comedy Central Extra currently airs a variety of American comedy in the daytime 
including Friends and Scrubs. 


After 10 pm, the shows are a mix of American and British comedy with shows 
including Russell Howard's Good News, South Park and The Cleveland Show. 


In January 2007, the channel switched from mainly American programmes to classic 
British programming with shows such as Seinfeld, Cheers and Roseanne being replaced 
by Bless This House, George & Mildred and The Upper Hand. 


In February 2007, the channel had a ‘British Classics' season, with such hits as Spitting 
Image and Monty Python's Flying Circus. 


At weekends, the channel used to screen classic British comedy such as The Upper 
Hand, Bless This House, George and Mildred, Brush Strokes, Monty Python's Flying 
Circus, Don't Wait Up and Mr. Bean. 


See also[edit] 


Comedy Central UK 
Comedy Central NL 
List of programmes broadcast by Comedy Central (UK and Ireland 
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